
OCCGS Civil War Veterans Project 

Veteran’s Information

Veteran’s Name:  William H. PFEIFER

Birth Date:  abt. 1841
Location: Saxony, Germany

Death Date:  28 April 1895
Location:  Orange County, California
Buried at (Cemetery):  Santa Ana Cemetery
Plot Location:  N-5-1-1
GPS Coordinates:  N33° 46' 05.76794" W117° 50' 22.55054" 

              (DMS) Datum: NAD83. Coordinates are +/- 1.00 feet of the grave location

Side Served: Union
Rank: Private
Company:  F
Unit:  39th Infantry Regiment (10th Reserve)
State:  Pennsylvania

Occupation:  Hotel Proprietor

Family Information
Parents – 

Father:  Unknown
Birth Date/Location:  Saxony, Germany
Death Date/Location:  Unknown

Mother:  Unknown
Birth Date/Location:  Saxony, Germany
Death Date/Location:  Unknown

Spouse:  Ellen Himmerly
Birth Date/Location:  July 1840, Württemberg, Germany
Death Date/Location:  Unknown
Marriage Date/Location:  Unknown

Children – 
Name:  Henrietta Pfeifer

Birth Date/Location:  abt. 1863, Pennsylvania
Death Date/Location:  Unknown

Name:  Amelia Louise Pfeifer (Garroway, Hart)
Birth Date/Location:  23 April 1864, Pennsylvania 
Death Date/Location:  5 November 1945, Orange County, California
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Name:  Josephine Ellen Pfeifer (Lee)
Birth Date/Location:  7 August 1865, Pennsylvania 
Death Date/Location:  18 December 1951, Los Angeles County, California

Name:  Charles Pfeifer
Birth Date/Location:  abt. 1872, Pennsylvania
Death Date/Location:  Unknown

Additional Information

Member of Sedgwick Post No 17, GAR

Enlisted 8 September 1862, wounded at Fredericksburg 13 December 1862, disability discharge
9 March 1863

Civil War Pension Index
Pvt, F 39th PA Inf
William H Pfeifer, invalid, 24 February 1879

William Pfeifer purchased the Hotel Palmyra in 1892. The original building was completely torn 
down by 1970.  A senior apartment complex called the Palmyra sits on the location today at 
Glassel and Palmyra.

William’s daughter, Amelia, married Joseph M Hart a Civil War Veteran also buried in Orange 
County

Photograph of tombstone for W H Pfeifer, Santa Ana Cemetery, taken by Judy Kendig March 3, 
2012. Use with the permission of Judy Kendig.
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