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Veteran's Information

Veteran's Name:  THOMAS SPROUSE

Birth Date:  17 December 1817
Location:  South Carolina

Death Date:  23 May 1890
Location:  Orange County, California
Buried at (Cemetery):  Santa Ana Cemetery
Plot Location:  H (5, 2, 1) - unmarked
GPS Coordinates:  N33° 46' 07.96428"  W117° 50' 19.20368" 

(DMS) Datum: NAD83. Coordinates are +/- 1.00 feet of the grave location. 

Side Served – Confederacy

Rank:   
Company:  Mounted Rifleman, Tarrant County
Unit:  28th Brigade Texas State Troopers, under Captain William Quayle
State:  Texas

Rank:  Private
Company:  H
Unit:  2nd Cavalry Regiment
State:  Texas

Occupation: Farmer

Family Information

Parents –

Father:  Unknown
Birth Date/Location:  South Carolina
Death Date/Location:  

Mother:  Unknown
Birth Date/Location:  
Death Date/Location:  

Spouse:  Margaret Jane Evans
Birth Date / Location:  1826, Mississippi
Death Date/Location:  1905, Julian, San Diego County, California
Marriage Date / Location:  Unknown
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Children – 
Name:  Rebecca Matilda Sprouse 

Birth Date / Location:  15 October 1847, Crawford County, Arkansas
Death Date / Location: 7 December 1912, Caldwell County, Texas

Married Daniel Roberts

Name:  Joseph Vinson/Vincent Sprouse 
Birth Date / Location:  6 October 1849, Crawford County, Arkansas
Death Date / Location:  1909, Julian, San Diego County, California

Married Mary Tennessee Collins

     Name:  Margaret Mahala Sprouse 
            Birth Date / Location:  1854, Tarrant County, Texas
            Death Date / Location: 1881, Los Angeles County, California

Married Robert Lee Shaw

     Name:  Emma Sprouse     
            Birth Date / Location:  ca. 1858, Tarrant County, Texas
            Death Date / Location:   Unknown

     Name:  Thomas Baylor Sprouse   
           Birth Date / Location: ca. 1862,  Tarrant County, Texas
           Death Date / Location: before 1890,  California

Married May Belle Miller

     Name:  Eliza Artemisia Sprouse  
           Birth Date / Location    19 January 1865, Lockart, Caldwell County, Texas
           Death Date / Location  11 June 1957, El Cajon, San Diego County, California

Married Arthur Miller

     Name:   John S. Sprouse  
           Birth Date / Location:  August 1869,   Caldwell County, Texas
           Death Date / Location:  3 January 1917,  Imperial County, California

Married Sallie Bell Holmes

     Name:   Henry Terrill Sprouse  
          Birth Date / Location: 3 October 1872,  Caldwell County, Texas
          Death Date / Location: 31 December 1952, Los Angeles County, California

Married Susie Schermerhorn

Additional Information

Enlisted in Tarrant County Mounted Rifleman 17 June 1861.  Service was generally for 12 months in 
Texas State Troopers Units.  Enlisted in Co H, 2nd Cavalry on 11 August  1863, in Tarrant County, 
Texas,  for a period of 6 months and served until 
31 December  1863.

In the three censuses, Thomas Sprouse gives his birth state as South Carolina.  In the Guinn 
book and in the cemetery records, his birth state is given as Mississippi.  He is found in the 1839
tax list of Neshoba County, Mississippi, and then in the 1847 tax list of Crawford County,
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Arkansas.  The Sprouse family in Mississippi seems to be connected to Vinson Sprouse in South 
Carolina,  so Thomas would probably be a part of this family, but his parents have not been
identified.  The conflicting reports about state of birth may suggest that he was born in South 
Carolina but grew up in Mississippi.

Thomas' daughter, Margaret Mahala, married Robert Lee Shaw who is the brother of James Franklin 
Shaw, a veteran of the Confederate Army who is buried in Orange County, California.

Frank Shaw, son of Margaret Mahala Sprouse and Robert Lee Shaw, married Eizabeth Alsbach who is 
the niece of Henry Oscar Alsbach, a veteran of the Union Army who is buried in Orange County, 
California.
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