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Veteran’s Information

Veteran’s Name: Matthew R. VONTANA

Birth Date:  31 October 1841
Location:  Switzerland
Year of Immigration: 1855

Death Date:  19 May 1933
Location:  Orange County, California
Buried at (Cemetery): Santa Ana Cemetery
Plot Location:  Unknown
GPS Coordinates:  N33° 46' 08.88106" W117° 50' 25.31030"

(DMS) Datum: NAD83. Coordinates are +/- 1.00 feet of the grave location

Side Served:  Union
Rank: Private
Company:  A
Unit:  8th Cavalry Regiment
State:  New York

Occupation: Farmer, Postal Clerk, Postmaster

Family Information

Parents – 
Father:  Martin Vontana

Birth Date/Location: 1797, Switzerland  
Burial Date/Location:  17 April 1870, Rochester, Monroe County, New York

Mother:  Medore  
Birth Date/Location:  1803, Switzerland
Death Date/Location:  20 July 1866, Rochester, Monroe County, New York

Spouse:  Phoebe Lachance (Lippe)
Birth Date / Location:  August 1844, Canada
Death Date/Location:  24 June1931, Orange County, California
Marriage Date / Location:  4 August 1891, Lake County, Florida
 

Children – 
Name:  Leon Vontana

Birth Date / Location:  1899, New York
Death Date / Location: After 1910, Unknown
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Additional Information

Member of Sedgwick Post No 17, GAR

Matthew R. Vontana was the son of Martin and Medore Vontana, and had a brother John R. Vontana, 
and a sister Margaret Vontana (Proudhomme, Moulton).  He immigrated in 1855 and was naturalized in
1868 according to the 1920 Census.  

His brother John R. Vontana also served with him in the 8th New York Cavalry.  John died from injuries 
in battle on 5 July 1864.  His sister, Margaret, married first to Louis Proudhomme, and second to 
Francis A. Moulton.

Matthew Vontana enlisted on 19 September 1861 with Company A of the 8th New York Cavalry 
Regiment. During the war, Matthew Vontana was wounded at Front Royal on 21 September 1864,, and
was captured as a POW at Harper’s Ferry.  He discharged on 6 April 1865 when he mustered out at 
Cyler General Hospital in Philadelphia.

On 2 March 1880 M.R. Vontana was named as the Postmaster in Fincastle, Henderson County, Texas.
Matthew Vontana married Phoebe Lachance  in Lake County, Florida on 4 August 1891.  They had one
son, Leon, who was living with them in the 1910 Census.

Photograph of tombstone for, Matthew R. Vontana, Santa Ana, Cemetery, Orange County, California 
taken by Charles Lewis Beal, 3/05/2007. Retrieved 19 March 2013, from Findagrave.com.  Used with 
the permission of Charles Beal.
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