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Veteran's Information

Veteran's Name:  Peter THOMPSON 

Birth Date:  18 November 1833
Location:  Newark, Essex County, New Jersey

Death Date:  12 April 1915
Location:  Santa Ana, Orange County, California

           Buried at (Cemetery):  Fairhaven Memorial Park
Plot Location:  S-139-1
GPS Coordinates:  N33° 46' 15.33678" W117° 50' 28.74569" 

(DMS) Datum: NAD83. Coordinates are +/- 1.00 feet of the grave location 

Side Served: Union
Rank:  Private
Company:  I
Unit:  59th Infantry Regiment
State:  Illinois

Family Information
Parents – 

Father:  Charles Thompson
Birth Date/Location: unknown, New Jersey
Death Date/Location:  unknown

Mother:  Nancy Swetger/Swetzer
Birth Date/Location: unknown, New Jersey
Death Date/Location:  unknown

Spouse:  Malissa Ann Lankford 
Birth Date/Location:  25 May 1844, Buffalo, Newton County, Missouri

      Death Date/Location:  20 May 1930, Santa Ana, Orange County, California               
 Marriage Date/Location:  1861, unknown

Children – 
Name:  George M. Thompson

Birth Date/Location: 21 December 1863, Missouri
Death Date/Location:  19 November 1942,  Fresno County, California

Name:  Anna Laura Thompson (Heaton)
Birth Date/Location:  4 July 1864, Illinois
Death Date / Location:  19 June 1945, Los Angeles County, California
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Name:  Dora Olive Thompson 
Birth Date/Location:  17 November 1866, Illinois
Death Date/Location:  28 January 1947, Lincoln County, Oklahoma

Name:  John E. Thompson
Birth Date/Location:  22 August 1868, Missouri
Death Date/Location:  26 March 1943, Los Angeles County, California

Name:  Elnora Thompson
Birth Date/Location: abt. 1873, Kansas
Death Date/Location:  unknown

Name:  William P. Thompson
Birth Date/Location:  abt. 1876, Kansas
Death Date/Location:  unknown

Name:  Fred Thompson
Birth Date/Location: August 1879, Kansas
Death Date/Location:  unknown

Name:  Carrie Belle Thompson
Birth Date/Location:  March 1880, Kansas
Death Date/Location:  unknown

Name:  Frank B. Thompson
Birth Date/Location: 1 September 1883, Kansas
Death Date/Location:  26 May 1970, Los Angeles County, 
                                    California

Additional Information

Member of Sedgwick Post No 17, GAR

Illinois Civil War Detail Report
Peter Thompson age 29, born in New Jersey, was working as a Carpenter when he 

enlisted
as a Private with Co I, 59th Illinois US Infantry  on 5 October 1864 for a period of one 

years.  He mustered in 5 October 1864 at Jacksonville, Morgan County, Illinois.  He 
mustered out 

30 September 1865 at  San Antonio, Bexar County, Texas.

Civil War Pension Index
I 59 Ill Inf 
Peter Thompson, invalid, 18 April 1888, Mo
Malissa Thompson, widow, 27 Aprl 1915, Cal 

Photograph of  headstone for Peter Thompson, Fairhaven Memorial Park, Orange County, 
California taken by Charles Lewis Beal, 3/16/2007.   Used with the permission of Charles Beal.

Sources
“Pioneers in Blue and Gray”, Civil War Veterans in Orange County by Gordon Bricken, First 
Edition, The Bricken Press, Santa Ana, California, Copyright 2009
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Orange County California Genealogy Society Quarterly Journal, XVIII, #2, June 1981 – Roll of 
Honor for the Sedgwick Post No 17 GAR.

National Archives and Records Administration. Civil War Pension Index: General Index to 
Pension Files, 1861-1934 [database on-line]. Provo, UT, USA: Ancestry.com Operations Inc, 
2000

“Illinois Civil War Muster and Descriptive Rolls” Searchable Database, Illinois State Archives, An
Index Compiled by Fred Delap in cooperation with the Illinois State Archives, 
http://www.ilsos.gov/isaveterans/civilmustersrch.jsp

1860 U.S. census, population schedule. NARA microfilm publication M653, 1,438 rolls. 
Washington, D.C.: National Archives and Records Administration, n.d.

 Lost Creek, Newton County, Missouri;Roll M653_636, Page 822, Family 96, Record for 
Mellisa Lankford

1870 U.S. census, population schedules. NARA microfilm publication M593, 1,761 rolls. 
Washington, D.C.: National Archives and Records Administration, n.d.

 Buffalo, Newton County, Missouri; Roll M593_795, Page 352A, Family 139, Record for Peter
Thompson

Tenth Census of the United States, 1880. (NARA microfilm publication T9, 1,454 rolls). Records
of the Bureau of the Census, Record Group 29. National Archives, Washington, D.C

 Dexter, Cowley County, Kansas; Roll T9_377, Page 503D, ED: 173, Family 102, Record
for Peter Thompson

United States of America, Bureau of the Census. Twelfth Census of the United States, 1900. 
Washington, D.C.: National Archives and Records Administration, 1900. T623, 1854 rolls

 Osage, Lincoln County, Oklahoma; Roll T623_1339, Page 3A, ED: 0125, Family 40, 
Record for Peter Thompson

State of California. California Death Index, 1940-1997. Sacramento, CA, USA: State of 
California Department of Health Services, Center for Health Statistics.  

 Record for Frank B. Thompson
 Record for George Thompson, Mother's Maiden Name: Lanford
 Record for Anna Laura Heaton, Mother's Maiden Name: Lankford, Father's:Thompson
 Record for John E Thompson, Mother's Maiden Name: Langford

Findagrave.com, searchable database of cemeteries with tombstone inscriptions, memorials 
and photographs

 Memorial 8722433, Created by Shiver, Record for Peter Thompson
 Memorial 48010674, Created by Patsy Lubben DiMarco, Record for Malissa Thompson
 Memorial 26681674, Created by Pammy In Oklahoma, Record for Dora Olive Thompson

Anderson
 Memorial 94405659, Created by Chris Mills, Record for Frank B Thompson

Death Notice Peter Thompson - Santa Ana Register, Santa Ana, California, Monday Evening, 
Tuesday Evenening, Vol X, No 115, March 8, 1915, Pg 5, Col 6
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