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Veteran's Information 
 

Veteran's Name:  Solomon R SWEANY 
 
 
 
Birth Date:  3 October 1847 

Location:  Indiana 
 
Death Date:  3 June 1919 

Location:  Orange County, California 
Buried at (Cemetery):  Loma Vista Memorial Park 
Plot Location:   
GPS Coordinates:   
 

Military Service: Indian Wars 
Rank:  Private 
Company:  K 
Unit:  19th Cavalry 
State:  Kansas 
 

Occupation: Farm Laborer 

Family Information 

Parents –  
Father:  William Sweany 

Birth Date/Location:  15 September 1819, Indiana 
Death Date/Location:  19 March 1867, Riley County, Kansas 

Mother:  Eliza Stephens 
Birth Date/Location:  1820, North Carolina 
Death Date/Location:  1852 

 
Spouse:  Emma Stephens 

Birth Date / Location:  16 April 1860, Jackson County, Indiana 
Death Date/Location:  22 October 1944, Riverside County, California 
Marriage Date / Location:  15 April 1877, Jasper County, Missouri 

 
Children –  

Name:  Willie Sweany 
Birth Date / Location:  24 January 1878, Missouri 
Death Date / Location:  24 January 1890, Missouri 

Name:  Katherine Sweany 
Birth Date / Location:  17 July 1879, Jasper County, Missouri 
Death Date / Location:  8 February 1921, Holt County, Missouri 
 Married George Scott 
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Name:  Alice Lee Sweany 

Birth Date / Location:  3 March 1881, Jasper County, Missouri 
Death Date / Location:  17 April 1970, Riverside County, California 
 Married Ulysses Simpson Grant Totten 

Name:  Lena Sweany  
Birth Date / Location:  5 August 1891, Missouri 
Death Date / Location:  30 September 1977, Orange County, California 
 Married Charles Newson 
 

Adopted Son: 
Name:  Oliver Sweany 

Birth Date / Location:  June 1895, Missouri 
Death Date / Location:  Unknown 
 
 
 
 

Additional Information 
 
 
In April 1868 the Cheyenne Indians entered Kansas and reached as far as Council Grove.  In August 
1868 settlers were raided in Solomon and Saline Valleys resulting in several civilian deaths.  The 19th 
Regiment of Kansas Volunteer Cavalry was mustered in 19 October 1868 for a period of six months to 
address the Indian issue.  Solomon Sweany volunteered at Manhattan, Riley County, Kansas on 24 
October 1868.  The 19th was mustered out at Fort Hays on 18th April 1869.  While the unit did not have 
any major fighting with the Cheyennes they were persistent in giving the Indians no rest and with the 
severe winter conditions were able to force them out of Kansas. 
 
 
Solomon Sweany was born in 1847 to William and Eliza Stephens Sweany.  His mother passed away 
in 1852.  His father then married Alice Elsie Cox.  In 1850 the family was living in Jackson County, 
Indiana.  Solomon had 3 brothers (Lafayette, Andrew and Joshua) and 3 sisters (Nancy, Lydia and 
Emily). The family is still in Jackson County at the time of  the 1860 Census. By the 1870 Census 
another sister Adaline had been born.  The family remained in Jackson  County, Indiana.   In 1860 
Solomon and his sisters, Nancy and Emily, were living with their brother James Sweany and family in 
Grant, Riley County, Kansas in 1860. 
 
By 1880 Solomon Sweany had moved to Jasper County, Missouri and marred Emma Stephens.  
Solomon, Emma and their two children, Willy and Katy, are living in Marion. By 1900 they had moved to 
Mineral, Jasper County, Missouri and had two more children, Alice and Lena, and had adopted a boy 
named Oliver.   In 1910 Solomon and Emma were living in Fullerton, California.  In the 1911 Thurston's 
Business Directory they are listed as living in La Habra 6 miles west of Fullerton. 
 
 
Solomon Sweany's brother Joshua fought in the Civil War.  He was a Wagon Master with Co G, 24 th 
Indiana Infantry 
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Photograph of tombstone for Solomon R Sweany, Santa Ana Cemetery, Orange County, California taken by 
Charles Lewis Beal, February 20, 2007.  Used with the permission of Charles Lewis Beal. 

History of the 19th Kansas Cavalry – Indian War of 1868-1869, George B Jenness, 1869, Commander of 
Company F.; Kansas Historical Society, Kansas Memory, https://www.kansasmemory.org/item/210758 

 
Pension Index Card, Fold3.com, https://www.fold3.com/image/624179573 
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Ancestry.com Operations, Inc., 2011.  

• Record for Solomon Sweany 
 
Seventh Census of the United States, 1850; (National Archives Microfilm Publication M432, 1009 rolls); 
Records of the Bureau of the Census, Record Group 29; National Archives, Washington, D.C. 

• Jackson, Jackson County, Indiana, Roll M432_152, Page 142B, Family 683, Record for Solomon 
Swiney in the household of William and Eliza Swiney 

 
1860 U.S. census, population schedule. NARA microfilm publication M653, 1,438 rolls. Washington, D.C.: 
National Archives and Records Administration, n.d. 

• Jackson, Jackson County, Indiana, Roll M653_268, Page 698, Family 389, Record for Solomon 
Sweeney in the household of William and Alice Sweeney 

 
1870 U.S. census, population schedules. NARA microfilm publication M593, 1,761 rolls. Washington, D.C.: 
National Archives and Records Administration, n.d. 

• Grant, Riley County, Kansas, Roll M593_441, Page 498A, Family 113, Record for Solomon Sweany 
in the household of James M and Ann Sweeny 

• Preston, Jasper County, Missouri, Roll M593_783, Page 192B, Family Record for Emma Stevens in 
the household of E B and Lavenia Stevens 

 
Tenth Census of the United States, 1880. (NARA microfilm publication T9, 1,454 rolls). Records of the 
Bureau of the Census, Record Group 29. National Archives, Washington, D.C. United States of America, 
Bureau of the Census.  

• Marion, Jasper County, Missouri, Roll T9_694, Page 493A, ED: 067, Family 147, Record for 
Solomon Sweany  

 
Twelfth Census of the United States, 1900. Washington, D.C.: National Archives and Records 
Administration, 1900. T623, 1854 rolls. 

• Mineral, Jasper County, Missouri, Page 7, Family 125, Record for  Solomon Sweany 
 
Thirteenth Census of the United States, 1910 (NARA microfilm publication T624, 1,178 rolls). Records of the 
Bureau of the Census, Record Group 29. National Archives, Washington, D.C. 

• Fullerton, Orange County, California; Roll T624-90, Page 3B, ED: 0046, Family 77, Record for 
Solomon P Sweaney 

 
Fourteenth Census of the United States, 1920. (NARA microfilm publication T625, 2076 rolls). Records of 
the Bureau of the Census, Record Group 29. National Archives, Washington, D.C 

• La Habra, Orange County, California, Roll T625_123, Page 4B, ED: 65, Family 105, Record for 
Emma Sweany 

 
Ancestry.com. Indiana, Marriages, 1810-2001 [database on-line]. Provo, UT, USA: Ancestry.com 
Operations, Inc., 2014. 

• Record for William Sweany 

• Record for Eliza Stephens 

• Record for Elsie Cox 
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California, Death Index, 1905-1939. California Department of Health and Welfare. California Vital Records  

• Record for Solomon Sweany 
 
State of California. California Death Index, 1940-1997. Sacramento, CA, USA: State of California 
Department of Health Services, Center for Health Statistics.  

• Record for Emma Sweany, Mother's Maiden Name: White, Father's Name: Stephens 

• Record for Lena L Newson 
 
Thurston's Business & Resident Directory 1911, Anaheim, Orange, Fullerton, Published by Albert G. 
Thurston, Pasadena, California, 
 https://docs.cityoffullerton.com/WebLink/1/edoc/639006/1911.pdf 
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• Memorial 8722540, Created by Shiver, Record for Solomon R Sweany 

• Memorial 91931341, Created by TimM, Record for Emma Stephens Sweany 

• Memorial 79979887, Created by Gloria Bottom, Record for Willie Sweany 

• Memorial 7285301, Created by Beryl Gordon, Record for Katherine “Katie” Sweany Scott 

• Memorial 142284265, Created by Susan Dawson, Record for Alice Lee Sweany Totten 
• Memorial 70822703, Created by zadalew, Record for William Sweany 
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