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Doaxy Maud:
At long last I have managed to assemble what 1s availasble of the
rn:u{:podigru"i enclosed herewlith, It 1s not az neat as I would
> bave had 1t, but it 1s the best I can do under the cirecum- 5
stancea. My great hope that it is reasonably accurate, but in 2 :
bundred years from now 1t is hoped that our distingulshed descendants
won't diseover too much wrong with it, ‘ :

,_c,@ﬁum;timl on your success as a delegate., We know you will be a
credit

to yourself and the State of West Virginia. "The chailr rocomz_oi".-

- Miss Christian, dlstinguished delegate from the State of West Virginia", .

And then, Maud, you just rear up on your two sturdy hind legs and give
Yem helll! Or, whatever the Democrats need, We sre counting on you
being a bright spot on the family pedigree,

We have made tentetive plans to be in the Chicago area sbout the middle
of July, and it is doubtful whether we can stop anywhere om the way.
However, we are looking forward to visiting you and George sanetime in
the future, and greatly espprecliate your invitation., We have been invited
to stop in Anderson, Ind,, but we may not have time for that, elther,

ere has been 80 much to do around our premises here. There are two

Yobs on Bob's emd Mery's house that will need to be campleted before we

leave, too, It is a very nice place, and I am surs yom will like 1%,

I am sending Fae & copy of our family tree. We haven't seen her since
our trip down here in 195, It would be nice if she could come down
with you next winter. We shall loock forward to seeimng you both. It is
gbout time you take a vacation from all those lawyers and other pecple's
troubles. Down here you have a wide shoice of activity, or lack of 1%,
such as golf, shuffleboard, fish! boating, sighseeing, or jJjust sun-

bathing, swimming, eatching up on ¥ gettin?’, !

Give my regards to George and wish him well. Let us hear from you from
time to time, and in the meantime take good care of yourself.

Love,
Lo

Miss Maud Christian
Box 310
Welsh, West Virginia
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his son, emigrated to Americs and settled in Virginia, .

where he merried a girl nsmed Harrison. Her sister

was mother of'Williem B,) ("Stonewall") Jackson., To

this couple were born four sons end two daughters - *
. x’]!fraé,-.ﬂ-a S A ot

He merried a girl named Stinnet. To them were barn

severgl children at Amherst, Ve, |

Born in Rockbridge County, Va., Mar. Y, 1800, me ded:
in Jackson cmmW’ We Va., Sept. 8’ 1 é?. >

7

Went to 0ld Orchard, Me,, at the age of 17 and hired
to a shipbuilder, Married a girl named Redmen., They
had a son named J, W. Duff, who could still be living
in 014 Orchard, James was killed By a falling tree,

330 L. William Settled at Ambrosia, Mason County, W. Va, Married a
FRI zirl named Grant, sald to have been related to
Pregident Grant. They had a daughter, who married
Joseph Duff, son of John H., Duff, (First cousins)

S Sarah Merried Peter Taylor, Amherst, Va., There were no

children, Sareh dled a few years after marriage.

€, lancy Marrled a Mr, Coffee. To them were born several
cirildren, who lived at the edge of the Blue Rldge
Mountalns,

Margeret Amanda Allen (Marrled to John H. Duff)

Born in Rockbridge County, Va., June 12, 181L. Her
father, Robert F, Allen, was born in Scotland, He
had no brothers nor sisters and died at the age of 48,
His widow, Amanda's mother, marrisd William Logan,
and to them was borm a son, William Monroe Logan.
Margeret Amanda had theee sisters and two brothers,
Two of the sisters dled young, and the other one,
Mary, died at the sge of 35 years, One brother,
Robert, died at the age of 17. The other one, W. S,
Allen, married and moved to Bridgeport, Ala., and
died at the age of 87 years. To this couple was born
a son, W. S. Jr., who lived in Bridgeport. Margaret.
. Amanda's great, great grandmother was a Betsey Brown,
[ whose sister wes mother of the post, Robert Burns.
5N largaret Amenda also 2ad a first cousin, Fielding
Brown, and an uncle, Joe Z2rown, whose father was
named Joce Brown, descendents of the older Browvn family.

"




: "UHILDRE of John H. and Margaret Amanda Duff:

T

Hargarct .l.nda had a good edncation for her du
and time., She and John H. were well-bred, and ﬂu!.r ¥ .3&]
relatives were regarded as ‘high class.

'_Gﬂorge H.
Daniel €. Born at Amherst, Va.

Benjemin

In 1837 the family moved to a 160-acre farm near
Shawneetown, Ill., whcre the following children
were born:

Isaac Newton ("Ike")
rles kEdward
obn irvin Died in infancy.

The farm was on low ground, and was flooded in the
spring; so they sold at some sacrifice and started
back east, They settled for a time in Gallia County,
Ohio, where they encountered mosquitos and malaria,
They were advised to move to higher ground,

Mary Born Nov, 11, 1840, in Gallia County, O.
The family moved to Jackson County, W. Va., and lived
for a year on the Hiram [Fauber Farm, which was on what
is now the Charleston-Ripley Turnpike, near the rosd i,
that leads off to l't, [lell,

Joseph Born Dec. 25, 1841, on the Fauber Farm,
Great-Grandfather John H, Duff filed claim for some
1,500 acres of public land on Mt., Tell, and proceeded
to set up a homestead. The ¥McLain Land Company also '
clal:ied the land, and later, when it was divided
among the children, all but two of the children fought -
for their claims through the ﬂourts and won. Is=aac
and Charles paid the land caup %5300 each in settle-
ment of the land company's clains, by raising and
selling tobacco.

Margaret

Hancy

Perry -

John H, . Born at the Duff H omestead.

Robert 3. ("Dandy") '

Williem S, ("Hick™)

. - Wer
; i i



“r_f lﬂnrderod by Waid
. Coumtf¥s Mob in 1887.

el “Jolm W, (M. D. in Charleston,

- g We Va,) Twinsg

= . Lina é e

o ; Rathburn 0, ViR s

3 M Sally "y

Ludie Twins ,ﬁ%

3, Benjamin Duff, CHILLR:N: James A. - . i

Catherine oG

b 3 Jerome ‘”ﬂ

- ; Norman !

;' Addie

3 Sam

Bertha (Lee)

8 . Isaac NWewton Duff ("Ike") and Caroline Cunningham Duff, CHILDREN:

. Alice

3 Major Lee (Died at 92)

& Matilda .

' Albert 8, ("Bub") (Son, Ray, resides in
Florida)

Bl Nathan E.

o FPrederick R,

Rufus E,

Homer Allen (Borm May 19, 1879)

7« Mary Duff, DAUGHTER: Parthena ("Phena"), born Mar., 23, 1873.
Married to Ed, ‘Whetherholt, older
brother of Albert Uhetherhold#, who
was husband of Nancy Duff, daught.sr
of Charles Idward Duff,

13, Robert B, Duff, CHILDREN: BEva
Daniel P,
Hiram Atlee (Born 1880)
Verna (Mrs, Verna Kiser)
Calvin (Killed by Roma Hunt)
Denny
Okey W. i

s i Mrs, Greek Davis

RIS ' Mrs, Dessie Walker

I
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;.* ; Homo,n (Son of Benjamin) CHILDREN: Herbert, Denver, William, Lawrence,
Alvin, Elmer, lMrs. Homer Beck, Mrs,
Williarl Stewart, Mrs, Arthur Shamblin,
end Mrs, Lonnie Withrow,

- Norman Duff had resided in Charleston, W. Va., for 50 years, and
had been a produce desler there for L0 yeara. He dled of heart
allment at the age of 73.



Fkajor Lee nurr (Son of Tsase anr),(cjinnnﬂn Houard, ‘Alvin, Hhrrdn,
- Ethel (Monday), Carrie (Monday), Beulah (sﬁmablm).~'
Flossle (Bumgardner), and Tillie (Stewart).

& Hiram Atlee Duff (Son of Robert B, Duff), CIILDREN: Loster, Lako, " '
e Paul, Russell, Parvin, Grace (Jammond), Dessie (K:Laeg),
‘ : ' : Hattie, and Verdun., >

- Hiram wes a stone mason, Curpenter, and farmer, Fe died at 623, :
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killimn Cwminbhmn and Mary (Casto) Cunningzham, CHILDREN:
ezlah
lathan (Murdered by Wald Count's Mob)
Miriam
Caroline (Married to Isanc lewton Duff)
Mathilde
Deniel (Deputy U. S, Marshall, tiracl-ing down moon-
Robert siners)

S G

Homer A. Duff (Son of Isazac Duff) and Lillian (Ort) Duff, DAUGHTER:
! Connie, born Sept. 20, 1906 "3
file: mo.rr'ied 1928 to George H. leid, Phd. S
by HEF.
Lo¥ 0L Ceorge H. Reld and Jonnde iteid, DAUCHTLR: s R
- Jean, born 1928 . , ST

narried Willian =, Jemes, Dec. 30, 1950.
¥illiem E, James and Jean (Reid) Jercs, OSITILDREXN:

Carol, born Mar, L, 1552. _
Willliom ze-Jr%, bern June 20, 1904,

B
3




) satisfy alleged clatms taid to fb'e same publie lands held
‘Great-Grandfather Joim Duff and inherited in portion by Great-Uncle = -~ .
Issac and Grendfather Charles E,, they ralsed snd sold tobacco, : A%

Cn one oeccasion Grandfather and Great-Uncle Paniel were on their way g N
p to Cincinnati with a boat load of tobaceo belonging to Urandfather
and Uncle Isaac, They had intended to lay in a year's sunply of |
staples like coffee, sugar, rice, dry goods for dresses and the 2
house, etc, Uncle Daniel was on his way to Illinois or Missourli. . Y
The Tobacco had been loaded at a point on the Chio River about 11 LA
miles from Riple:j’, W. Va., known as Douglass Landing (operated by
Miranda Douglass). :

n the trip to Cincinnati, Uncle Daniel fell overboard during the &E
night, and instead of swimming to shore, he tried to follow the boat :
until they could pick him up, It seems the waves washed him under,
and they found his body six weeks later about fifty miles down the
river at a place called Hanging Rock, ‘
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Major Lee Fletcher Born in Russell County, Va,
Nancy Flstcher Born in Louilsville, Ky.

CHILDREN of Major Lee fMetcher and Nancy:

1. Mary Jane Married Charles Bdward Duff. !
. 2. Margaret .

ﬁ. Lesh
» John ‘
5. Rechel Married John Hunt .
Died Jan, 6, 1643
6. Mahala Married John Ball
7. Albert

DAUGHTHER : Beulah

Rachel and John Bunt CHILDREN: Mattie
Kenny

Kenny Hunt CHILDRLN : ‘
John |

Russel ‘

Hubert




s S utf  Born Feb. 26, 1839, near Shawnestown, Tl. |
A e e b LY 1P ¥ov, 25, 1915, in Jeckson Cownty, W. Vae.
,_ MME__E Died Nov. 18, 1900 ’ 2k
CH ILDREN of Charles E. and Mary Jane Duff; SR SN
i 3, Ellen - Bom Dec, 11, 186l in Jackson County, W. Vos i
by Married Dec. 17,'1595 to Willis E. Jones, by

Delaware County, Ind,
Died July 9, 1956, in Muncie, Ind,

2. Joseph Brown Born Sept. 30, 1866,

2. Margaret Elizabeth Born Jan. 27, 1869, ]
Married Feb, 6, 1918, to William Ray
Died Aug. 18, 1918,

L. Oscar A, Dec, 12, 1871
Married June 3, 1900, to Cora B. Slaughter
Died May 30, 1903 E

5. Martha Ann Born Jan. 17, 1873
Married May 1, 1901, to George Thomas
Christian, Logan County, W. Va,
Died Dec. 17, 1943

6. Reuben D, Born Oct. 5, 1875

7. Cmer E, Born July 22, 1877
Died Sept. 13, 1918, at home of sister,
Ellen, nesr Anderson, Ind,, and buried
indBronnenberg Cenetery, Chesterfield,
Ind,

8, lancy E, Born July 20, 1879
Married June 28, 1908, to Albert J. Whether-
holt, Jaclkson County, W. Va., He
1ted Nov, li, 1943,

9. Luther Otto Born Feb, L, 1882
Died Oct., 7, 1883

A 10, Lula Belle Sorn Apr. 1l,.,1885
Died May 9, 1889

11. Bma Born Mar. 20, 1889
Died Feb, 1L, 1890
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Sorn Bopte 9, 1924, in Sak Pask, 111,



it ¥t ; HMarried 75. i ek

1900 8 T B R L
o . Shaane Seigtimn, o Gos R il
e docks Logan aem W, Va. | i p
Py 3 Died Decs 1T, L T AR ARt

- Qeorge Thamas Christian Born Dec, 6, 18
o Died Apr: _16, 1;88, in Longmont, Colo.

' CHILDREN‘ |
. raren Charles o Born June 11, |
: Tl Married ms. 193&. to Lerena Wcmnn
Dled Oot, 19, 1932
George Thomas, Jr, Born Jul; Ts 1903
: Married Febe 13, 1929, to Irene M, Killoy
Kary Isabel ' Born Nove 26, 1904
Married May 21, 1938, to Robert 2, Wright
Maud Truby Born JRily 2, 1906

: i v Bﬂm 18

\“ - o e
' G»rgo Thomas Gh:'.tsm, dr,

Irene M, Christian

CHILDREN 2
T' Doris Marie . Born Sept, 10, 1931

' Married November 22, 1961, to

doan Clarice iliee of Tou Rochelle,

A - L

Coorge Thomes, ire Born Hove 20, 1937
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Qscar A, Duff
Cora B, Duff
DAUGHTERS :

Fae
'Bazel

~ Freda 0.
Fae Mays

Bryan Mays
SONS:

taul 3ryan

Oscar Franklin

Freda Jaclaon
Horace L. Jackson

SONS:

Horace Ljymen Jaclkson

William Russell

Robert

Franltlin David

Born Mar, 22, 1901
Married Mar, 2, 1918, to Bryan Mays of "
Jackson County, W. Va,

Born April 13, 1902
Died April 13, 1902

Married to Horace L, Jackson, May 26, 1923

Jorn Dec, 10, 1918
larried liay 11, 1940, to Charlette Swartz

Jorn Sept, 14, 1920,
lfar.ied Lthel Haynes
Died July 8, 1961

3orm June 1%, 192k

oied Dec, 18, 1943, in World War II (Ensign)
end is buried in l'ati-nal uver-reen Cemetery,
at Seattle, W:sh,

.'301"11 .':'BC. L!-’ 1(}2J
rarried Deulah Adelaide offmen, Apr., 3, 1948

Jorn Jan, 2L, 1928
Married Oct, 2, 1950, to Mattie Belinda Redd

- L S
Jorn June i
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Paul Mays
Charlette Mays

CHILDREN :

William Franklin
Bonnlie Jane

Oscar Mays
Ethel Meys

CHILDREN :

'James Edward

William R, Jackson
Beulah A, Jackson

CHILDREN :

Russell Jemes
Sandra Kay

Robert Jacl:son

‘Mattie 3, Jackson
* CHILDREN:
Robert Dale

Michael Joe
Lherry Allen

Born Aug. 10, 1942
Born June 5, 1949

Born Dec, 12, 1946

———

Zorn May 10, 1925

Born Oct. 12, 1950
Born llove 30, 1952

3om lier. 8, 1929

3orn reb, 9, 1953
dorn Sept. 12, 1959

by - £
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 Naney E. (Duff)
Albert J, Whetherholt

CHILDREXN:

' Hazel

Bertha
Crville

Tom

Hagzel mstep
Hubert Estep

CIILDRED :
Patsy Lynn

Ruth

David Hubert

Thomas Fronl-1in

bertaa Townson
Joseph Towmson

CIILDREN :

Joseph Glenn
Pegzy Ann

Nancy Charlotte

Born May 28, 1909
Married in 1929 to Hubert Estep
Died Aug. 25, 1952 1

Born Oct. 13, 1912
Married in 1930 to Joseph Townson

Born Feb., 19, 191l
Married June 11, 1945, to Thelma Neal

Born May 1, 191
Hurriodyboﬁ. 192é

il R —

—orn Sept, 3, 1933
Marrvied Sept, 2, 1954, to Harold Bell

Born aug. 22, 1934
Harried Aug. 25, 1956, to Gilbert Ficher

Born July 25, 1937

Married July 20, 1963, to Kathleen Rgll
3orn April 17, 1946 !

Sorn Jan, 21, 1909 - Died Jsn. 18, 1959

Sorn Kov, 18, 1930
Married Aup, 28, 1948, to Reba 30gzess

—orn June !, 1932 .
tlarried Mar, 12, 1952, to Denver Reedy

Born AU”. 6 1939 :
Harrieduto 3ackie Lee Shaffer Jan, 16, 1960




Joseph Glenn Townaon
Reba Townson

CHILDREN :
Lou
Cindy XX¥% Townson

Joseph Glenn Townson, Jr,

Peggy Ann Reedy
Denver R, Reedy

CHILDREIL :
Judith Faye Reedy
Joyce Ann

Lynn
Janice

Nancy Cherlotte Shaffer
Jackle Lee Shaffer
CHILDRF :

Donald Lee
Paul Douglas
Jeffry Dean

Harold Ball
Patsy Lynn (Estep) Ball

CHILDREN :
Ramona

Gilbert Figher
Ruth (Estep) Pisher

CHILDREN :

Gilbert, Jr.
Gregory Thomas

Baen Aug. 3, 1949
Born Bept, 20, 195h

-

Sorn Mar, 2, 1950
sorn Apr. 1{3, 1951
Sorn Aug, 12, 1953

B B Yy 0
Born Hove 7, 1963

et - ——

Born Jan. 17, 1962

W e S e s e S

Borm Nov, 13, 1960
Born Dec. 25, 1962




{NOTE: George and Robert Duff were victims of this mob,)

£

{Copled from "Pages from the Past”, date unknown)

VENGEANCE OF HEAVEN SEFN TN FATAL FLASH - Bolt From Blue Sky Kills Man Whose .
Hame Lonz Hed Been Associated With Many Atrocious Mumrfders in Neipghboring Roane

and Jackson Counties.

Bl e

From 8 cloudless skv came a flesh of lightning and Waid Counts lay dead .
by an unfrequented roadside.

It wes not far from the scenes of a long series of murders, in con-

nection w  in wnicen nis neme ned
¥ ¢ ed hefore did so wnen Lne:

ngd n

een on meny a tongue's end.

And tongues which
nesrd tie way in wnicn desth same (o him,

"The vengeence of The Almighty," was the verdict of nis enemies, voicing
the sentiment Lhet, while Counts hed never “een convicted in en esrthly court,
he hed ~een condemned by & higner esuthorily then eny humen judge to pay the

extremne jenelty for numeroud tideous crimes.

'ne fre=k flssn of lightning wes seen “y many persens end the socomranyving report
£ ter wnen the result of the

deidly .olt vecame known, &nd bthe body of Waid Counts was found. Heside him

a zon upsusjected of sny crime, und=serving of punish-

wes fesrd

ley nis son's desd :ody
ment by eliner Divine or

From tne fact tnst the boy was killed, «
naisted thet tneir desths were strictly secidentrl end could not
be regz:ied as en sct 07 suprewme justice.

of W:1d Counts

cherge him or his friends with complicit)

for wiles sround.

But it wes four dave 1

well

others rece

* 8

"inite sutaority, so far ¢s tne nuhlic wes swire.

filie: & Lier, 'riends

led Lne score or more
of gruesoma murders tnet ned occurred over 8 leng serisd of years in Hoene and
Jackson couities. In Connection with them the nowe of Counts or some of nis

Intimate sssccliated ned been whispered, tnough fewm were sufficiently outspoken to "

of the thindertoth was known, many were “old enougn Lo assert rhe telief that
heaven hed avenged thne murdered men.

Just wnat part,

if eny, Wald Counis took
men in Roane and Jackson counties, or

for tie c¢rimeg, in all|pro »

In thils ro-ld te tne guestion wist.er Ra

Perence. Hubt it will pot

& denled

RLf L. wil

id Counts oved
Lnere wmere
end Jackeon countiee; tnet the victims.were in simest ever,

in
eer

L

fuBn

tie murde. of  score of
directl: responsi le

trie atrocities. But sfter the result {

c-.n Lnere .e A angwer

e I

1

gdixle. 8 1o K ane

instence known to

g te Divine {inters

ha

antegonistle to Counts and hig assocliates and tnmt, while there hag lteen liitle
done irn the way of progecuticon, end prscticully notning In the wey of convictionm,
Counts and some of bis kin and associstes are “elieved

people to nave been redponsicle

years, es the home of glayers,

a lsrge numier of
for the reputetlon iLtheae counties neve vorne for

Attention had been called ry one feamiliar with the details of mcst of h

the crimes committed In these two counties to

of the many murders thare, or tneir forebears, came to West Virpginia many
yeers ago from the same inmedisle section of the Allegheny mountalns, ware

closely relsted snd beceme wmore so through Intermarriage.

He apeaks of a

criminal taint In the blood of lmmigrentz, which prompted murder, srpon,. snd
ather cruelties, end Incressed in later generablions ag a resul: of intermerriage.

i@ fact thet either those suspected
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Be thet &s it may; the writer has no knowledge of the causes. But
it is known that crimes and cruelty have cazused these counties an undeserved
reputation, for the lawless element, though forced by its brutalitles into undue
notoriety comprises &n infinitesimel psrt of the population, and the people

generally are of the good old sturdr Americen stock thaut has made this nation Y
great.

It was “efore tne civit war, when this :&rt of the counir, was not
po thickl; settled, nor so tccessiile to the outside world as tode;, thit ]
immigrents from the wountsin region lLegan to ~ou= to Rosne and Jackson counties, :
end tnere to intermerr . And it wee -efore the civil wrr thrt the murders
there 'epen. Pernrps 4Sne itterness o' sec’'ionsl sirife intensified an innste
cruelt, and cheanened wnuwman life. Bul mos' of tne crimss thit stend out in
the history of our neignhoring counties occurred & lonz !'ime since the wer - e-
tween the sfates.

In the suwmer :n. fall of 1587 there were =ix murders ne:r tne line
between Roine &nd Jackson and four of them were commitied within Lhree deys.

Tnis revelty of erime and trutal murder strrt-d on Jctoler 13, 1287,
wren tne Hev. T. F. Rran, of Countsville, on the roune county side of the
line, & Methodist niuister, wes shot #nd killei in his home.

On tre {ollowins day, &« mob surrounded tne home of George Duff, Jr.,
and gltnough ne deflended himself as w 11 es he could, he wez gsnot down and died.

Tne next nignt s mob took Ches Coon ant robert Duff to tihe Lynn
Camp scno~l house, henged Coon, nnd cut Duff's turoat.

Hobert Duff n: i1 sgcisted Dan Cunuinghem, now of Chsrleston, snd
James ¥, wehen, still resiling in Perkersburg, oth deputy United States Mershals,
in loc: ting the destrorin. some illicit stilles znd it is Yelieved th:t the
ministed and the three ¢iner victims of the mo' in those three des,s were w
put to destn to rrevent bLue irosecdtion of "mounshiners".

On the nigrt of Oct. 13, 1387, e#f ar the hev, T. P. kran hed retirec
for tue nieht, & moh an|eired outside his house, and sheotling asccurred. Mr. Ryan,

in defense of nis nome 3l n.s life, is saii ta v e Fred Y5 Tirst snot,
viicn was gqu.ckl, followed firiny Prom Lne ou'.slde, A e - lmos! immedis'e
snooting of the preecher. Tne f: tel stiol w ¢ {ired from ontside tne house passed

turough the outside wall, tnrougn the foot oxrd of tne -ed, turougn'sr. K.asn's
tody, through tne nead oard of the !ed and wus imbedded in Lie ceiling when found.
Ryen lived & few nours e&nd ssid ne tneugnt he recognized tne voice of one of

the mon wideh shol him, u' wuag not certsin, :nd netning ever wnis done atout
prosecuting tie suspected man, Outgide the ouse wnere Hysn wes killed the

suell of 4 csriridge wes found and it wic ascerfcined Loat one of the Counts family
owned the only rifle In the wnole countr side tint would fire such a cartridge.

Heving had tnelr teste of lood, tue mob worked day and nignt. On
thie morning of Oct. 14, & mon apvesred wi the home of hoc-ert Duff, who was securely
tivd and Laken with tunem.

AL the nom= of Georpe Duff, Jro, who wes 1ending enen they approached,
the meb without werning flred o volle; into the house, Duff tried Lo get out of
the nhouse, but wews stojped by & rifle shot from which he died 1in & few minutes,
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but not before he and Ches Coon had driven the mob away.

Coon was told he had been accused of murdering Rev. Mr. Ryan, and
surrendered, on the promise of protection. He and Robert Duff were taken to the
Ryan home and left under heavy guard while the rest of the mob gathered in the
Lynn Camp school house, a short distance away, discussed their further proceedure
end decided to kill both Coon and uff. It 1s seid that, although a password ¢
was required before one was edmitted to their meeting, many outsiders learned
it and were present when the lives of these two men were demanded.

It wes pertly bec:use of what they knew to have trenspired at that
meeting that many persons were so strongly inclined to “elieve leter that Waid
Counts' death was & demonstration of the vengeance of the Almighty.

1t was sald at the time that = ne'r relstive of Ches Coon, tearing the
sume neme, was chosen as leadser of the mo' which nanged Cnes. Jesse Goode, who
wes first chosen Lo lead the mol tut declined to do so, slthough he is s&id to
nave perticipated in its work as one of its memiers, was cfterwsrds seen in
Point Pleasant where ne was & regularly instelled minister and preached regularly.
But mention of his former mon connection wes not mnsde to any of the members
of nis congreg:tion.

The cruelties told of that double lynching will her!ly “ear repetition
even now, though slmost aalf a century has elepsed since their perpetration.
Ches Coon was henged to a waier beech tree, witn = rope left just long enough for
him to touch the ground witn the toes of his shoes. All nignt he is said to
heve struggled with .the rope around his neck &nd his nands tied behind him.
In the morning he was desd nrut the toes of his snoes were worn tnrough and
even the toes of nis feet were bleeding.

Woen Duff was tsken by the moh to be strung up, he ssw the strugrling
figure of Coon, and he resisted nis captors so vigorously thet one of them drew
a knife and cut his throat from ear to ear. Wsid Counts has 'een slleged to
have been one of the most active members of this mob, and it wes srid of his
brother, Si Counts, thet he was so close to Duff when his throat wexs cut thst
blood spurted into Si's fact and ceused him to fairt. And the liyhtening leter
killed Wald Counts.

Ten years later, in Novemier, 1897, & triple wmurder in Jackson County
caused ly the lure of $100 shocked not only that count; hut the entire country
as well, snd resulted in the last public nanging in West Virginia, the second
in Jackson county.

Mrs. Chloe Pfost, a widow, merried s man named Green, and they
continued to live in her old home on Stone Lick Creek, aiout two miles south
of Fairplain, Jackson County. Green also dies, leaving his widow, who had
been known so man; _esrs as Mrs. Pfost that she wus more often called "y that
name than Mrs. Green, with a family. Two grown sons '  Lhe first marriage
had left home, but Matilda end Alice Ffost, oungs scimen, and their half brother,
Jemes Green, remained in the old home. Not far awe;, lived John Morgan, who
worked at times for Mrs. Pfost on her farm.

Mrs. Pfost sold & norse for $100, tsking ¢ 30 day note in psyment,
and Morgsn knew when the note was due, On the night of Nov. 2, 1A97, Morgan
asked young Green to go coon hunting with him, and while Lhey were out he asked
if the note had heen paid. Green replied thet it would ne paid the next day.




. y after the note had been peid and Mrs. Pfost bad the
$100 hid away, Morgan went to the home of the Pfosts, called James Green ;
outside and beat his brains out with a mattock, beside the hog psn. Morganm
then went into the house and meeting Alice coming out he fractured her askull,
and was dead, but she recovered and hid herself in & chicken house,

where she lay all night unattended and later told who her assailant was.

Morgen went on inte the house and killed Mra. Pfost and Matilda. When Alice

told of the crime the next morning Morgen was at once arrested and within 50 '

days he had been indicted, tried, found guilty, and executed.

3 : This John Morgen's mother nad married Andy Marion Raines and lived
Ny at Gay, Jackson County. A man Uy the name of Morgan, living in the neighborhood,

£ paid sttentions to Mrs. Raines, and she and her mugbend separated. But Raines 0y |
s Bot even. He went to & field where Morgaen was working and shot him, killing B
ﬁf‘“ him instantly. He then fled to Nicholas county, and a warrant for his arrest e

was gent there. Flem Rader, a Nicholss county official and later a Charleston
policeman, seerching for HKaines, found him in a tree watcning a deer lick.
When Rader demanded his surrender, Kaines zimed his rifle at Rader, who fired
first and Raines fell from the tree dead, killed while resisting errest.

Oune of the coldest-tlooded of the murders in this Rosne-Jeckson region
was that of Nathsn Cunningnam, older irother of Dan W. Cunningham, now of
Charleston, who bas spent most of nis life in the service of stste, nstion,
city, or county, or large privete interests, in detecting erime and punishing
criminals. It waes in August 1877 that Nathan Cunninghem wis killed. A few
months before that, Cunninghem's barn had been iurned and ne was preparing to

B 2 to before a grend jury at the September term of court snd swear that he hed seen
3 Cain Counts, a brother of Weid Counts and snother man set fire to it.

v Nathan Cunningham had been a deputy mershal and was an asgent for the
- Bruens in looking after their enormoug trect of land in Jsckson and adjoining
counties, and ready to testify agsinst squatters on it. For that reason he
was not liked. One afternoon he was ambushed from behind & big rock along the
roadside and shot through the bremust and the sbdomen. Dying, he said to

hisg li-year old son, who was with him, "To nhome and tell your mother that Waid
Counts has killed me." To Counts he called out, "Waid Counts, you have killed
me; don't kill my little boy." HiHis daughter pessing along the road, saw him and
he agked her for water, but she wes not permitted to bring it to him. For
three hours he lsy suffering, his sleyers preventing anyone from bringing him
even so much &3 & drink of weter,.

Though these are not all the murders committed in the two counties
within approximately half & century, the; are the most atrocious of the lot,
and while but one execution, or even conviction of nurder resulted, the tales

> told of them go far toward explaining the verdict of so man. of the people

) of that section that the death of Waid Counts by a holt of lightning that

. fleghed from e cleer sky waa the vengeance of the Almighty and his punishment
for cruel murdaers.

About the same tlime that wald Counts was struck by lightning, one
of his mrids died with |a throat infection; ancther one died of a

l rotten lez; and two cthors went to Miescrirl, where they were executed
for robbery and muarder,




