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THE NAME AND FAMILY OF CHRISTIAN

(From the History of Logan) First Settlers &nter The
Guyandotte Valley: Upon the passage of the law of 1792, referred
to In the lest chapter, the owners of grants made before that time
saw the necessity of seating and cultivating the lands which had
been patented to £hem before the expiration of the period to which
that right hed been extended (1799) and at once went to work to
get some one to teke charge of thelr lends.

In the company of John Breckenridge, at the time of battle
of the Islands, now Logen Court house, was one James Workmen, who
in addition to being a2 gellent soldler, was in every respect a
trust-worthy gentleman. Breckenridge, as soon as possible, engaged
him to take cherge of hls survey a2t the Island (Logan Court House)
and in 1794 Jemes Workman with his brothers, Joseph and Nimrod,
built a cabin on the Island, and planted a few scres of corn. They
plented the same islsnd agein in 1795-96 and in the fall of the 1after
year James Workmen, who was a man of family, moved his wife and
children from their old home in Wythe County and settled on the Island,
where the three continued to live until the yeer 13800, when they moved
to the farm now occupled by Henry Mitchell (Lucisn). More will be

seid later.



We have already notliced thet when William Dingess purchased
the ferm now covered by the city of Logan the Workmans left it and
settled on a farm now owned by the Mitchells. They remained there,
however, but a short time selling their place to snother pioneer
and moved to the waters of Cole River.

Joseph Basker came from Montgomery and settled on Big Creek.
He was the fether of four sons and one daughter. Of his sons, John
moved to Kanawha County, How Boone, and settled near Peytona.
Williem married Dorkas Workmen, s daughter of Joseph Workman and
grand-daughter of James Workman who has been heretdfore mentioned
as being the first settler at Logen.

Ben Smith wes another one of the early settlers. He came
here as 2 young msn and married a Stratton. He moved to Buffalo
where he remained for years as a leading ciltizen and was one of the
early members of the Virginia Leglislature from this county. He had
one son, Williem "Crawley" Smith. His daughters were Elizs and

Rebecca who married Alexaender Pine.

On the 27th dey of Juﬁe ’ the convention adopted by
2 unanimous vote a constitution in which the ties which bound it to
Great Britain were entirely dissolved and Virginia declared a free
and independent state.

With the people of Virginis the right of self government
in locel affairs which hesd been granted to them by‘James Firsg was
held to be sacred and was retained by them in the surrender made to
Cromwell, end wes regranted or continued to them when Charles II

was restored to the throne. This second MMagna Charta was carried



in the bosoms of these young Virginians to their mountain homes
so we find that while West Augusta was conténted to be ruled by
Gov. Dunsmores Lieutenant, ﬁr. John Connelly of Fincastle in
1772 demanded locel self government, and the appointments of
officers who reslided within the district. And while the rights of
a country were not conceded, the governor was compelled to grant
the request of neming it a county and appointing justices, & sheriff,
and & clerk who resided within its bounds and meking it entirely
independent of the county of BoteWurt, yet including within its
boundary all of Southwestern Virginia snd the present state of Kentucky.
The following officers were eprointed flor the new county
thus established: Gentleman Justices Willism Ingles Robert Dosach,
James McGavock, Stephen Trigg, Waelter Crockett, Jemes Thompson,
end Arthur Campbell; Sherriff was William Preston; Clerk, John Byrd,
who admitted Colonel William Christien as his deputy.
This first court for the county of District was held on
the 5th day of January, 1773; no representative, however, wes
allowed then in the house of Burgesses.
By the ordinance of the Virginis Conventlon which convened
at Richmond on the 17th day of July, 1775, providing for the
election of delegates to the convention which wes celled to meet
et Willismsbury on the 6th day of Msy, 1776, the right of franchise
was gresnted to the inhsbitants at Fincastle.
Colonel Williem Preston was a member of the first legisla-
ture of the stete 2= 2 collegue to Colonel William Ghris&ian, who
hed been mentioned ss the commander of the Fincastle tropps at
Point Pleasssznt And gs 2 member of the Virginia Convention Col. Christian
wag one of the most influentisl members of that first State Legislature.



Col. Christian was not so well versed in books or so eloquent as
many of his sssociates, but he was in close touch with the people
and fully understanding their wishes, he had the courage to represent
them.
¢

\
]
4

Some time near 1800, Thomas Chfistian, 2 nephew of Col. o .
William Christien settled in Logan County. He marrieéﬁA{é;éggeiv§Lmr°J
Pine of Montgomery County, Virginia. Thomas Christian was the
father of three sons, James, Thomas and Allen. They all moved to
Kentucky except James,who was born in 1800. 1In the year 1820 he
married Anne More. He wezs a member of the first County Court of
Logan County and held many positiéns of trust. He wes the father
of Paren Christian.

The first meeting of the Logan County Court wes held lay 7,
1824. James P. Christian was the last survivor, dying in 1892 at

the age of 92 years.
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Farmers Market & Truckers Co-operative Association a
CORNER SEVENTH AVENUE AND FIRST STREET

H—unﬁhgéon, W Va.
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