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L 6 JASPERSON ! CorpY
1681 MAPLE AV !

GALESBURG ILL 61401 Apt. 204, Hotel Moscow
NI LI SN o 00 Moscow, Idaho 83843

June 20, 1971

Dear Mrs. Warnes,

Your interesting letter of June 5 has arrived and at once my memory was jogged
and awakened. You see I am worxing at a disadvantage here. My genealogical
~data, the major portion, is in storage in a warehouse here.

While we are a little cramped for working space at the hotel, my daughter has
had her residence enlérged;‘ I have been given one room there for my painting
easels, drawing board and genealogical files even ‘tho we continue to reside at
the hotel. I T : ' o v

Her house will not be ready for them to move back into again until about Aug. 1
so I am awaiting that time to get my data out of storage and move it up there--
too cramped to store all that here. IR ' N

. About 6 years ago Lucius Yates Grove of Roanoke, Va. (related tq Louise Grove)
. .yrote me for information om his descendancy from Haps Graf of Earl Twp. . The
‘data he gave mé was iferror. SR T e o
Clyde 'Groff and I, at that time, 'were busy trying’ﬁo unravel the énigma'of,so
many Hans Grafs having an elder son Jacob and younger son Hans.’ggp%g ‘

N e ; o < f
The 1857 Hans Graf chart by Christian Graf had Hans of Earlg; son Hars married
to Elizabeth _ . of Philadelphia leaving Lancaster Co. and settling in Md.
. We had -a Hans 'Graf married to Elizabeth; “~ ', he was living in Manor Twp.,

. . Lancaster:Co., having died in 1763 a short time ‘after, selling his inherited
l1and to his brother David. We were ‘sure this was Hams, Jr. Historian had his
two sons Jacob and Henry listed as sons of Hans of Earl's eldest son Jacob.

Shortly thereafter Judge J. Mason Grove of Fairfax Statiom, Va., a brother of
Lucius Yates Grove, mailed me his father's family chart. His father was the
family historian but had fallen into the pit of believing the Lancaster Co.
historians but he had a story of his own about Hans of Earl. Not formerly the
County von Weldon with a castle on the Rhine but married to some Duke's only
child, a daughter who inherited the Duke's estate and fortune which was seized
by Holland when Hans fled and his wife, the Duke's daughter, and their eldest

son, Jacob, imprisoned.

You can see how foolishswome of these historians were. They had Hans ¢oming to
Germantown, Philadelphia in 1695, falling in love with Susannah Orndorff whom

he met on (gBe boat coming over to America yet in the same breath’ they listed his
eldest son Jacob (in pifison) as being born in 1699 and dying in 1766. What about
Hans's first ‘wife? Did he leave Susannah in Phila, going to old country and
visiting and begetting Jacob in 16987 How did the story start of his wife and
Jacob being imprisoned when he left the old country for America? .
Lucius Yates Grove game me Mrs. Alva Dillon Grove's address in Hagerstown, Md.
She was in her:late 90's and active in genealogy and supplied me with some
important data which was double proof that Jacob & Henry were sons of Hans of
Earl, Jr. She gave me copies of Jacob's will and releases of Jacob's Catherine
to any claims on Hans, Jr.'s estate in Manor Twp. We already had Hanms, Jr's will
dated 1763 mentioning Jacob & Henry and their sisters, etc. So double proof
clinched: the line. I

Now here was another historian's error in saying Hans, Jr. of Earl married Eliza-
beth ,- of moving from Lancaster Co. to Md. Mrs. Alva Dillon Grove's data
showed.John or Hans, Jr. , after selling his inheritance to brother David moved to
York Co. and no doubt lived there .while he set his sons Jacob & Henry up in’






L G JASPERSON
1681 MAPLE AV
GALESBURG ILL 61401

Page 3 of 20 June 1971 letter from Howard M. Groff

D <&

returned to Lancaster Co. in 1889. I was born there in 1890.
I have Simon's descendants in Kansas, Iowa, southern South Dakota, etc., bﬁt

will have to go through my file of letters to determine names and addresses (also
in storage). .

But cheer up! Continued search may uncover clues. Will be glad to hear what you
get from Louise Grove and Richard Glass. e

Louise's mother now 103 was the real genealogist. Her daughter will have to
peruse her voluminous notes and records first to get herself well acqualnted
with what she has in her - :possession. :

Will keep in bouch‘with you and Louise. Until we flnd something, I am, -

Slncerely, Howard M. Groff

CHART ACCOMPANYING ABOVE LETTER

B'

Peter, died 1772
m. Barbara

Samuel, b. 1718
m. Christiana

Mateuys b. 1712, d. 1791

m. 'Anna Huber

m. Elizabeth

David (1722-1784)

m. Barbara Horst
Hannah

m. Peter Good
Fronick

m. Henry Lwodis (?)
Marie (Mary)

m. 1. John Kry

m. 2. Jacob Youer

>

John Grove

Jacob Grove

Peter Grove m. an Ache
Paul Grove

Catherine Grove

Philip Grove (4-7-1775 of Mt. Airy, d. 1-31-1841)

e . . . EFT ' 1. .
@ ’ A — R .This Jacob is the son of a
ans Graf of Earl . A, Jacdhb (1699 1766) " . - Johannes'.or Hans Graff-Graeff-
-m. 1 ~ .. o.m¢ 1o -~ ,Grove who died in.1725. Jacob
m. 2 Susannah Orndorff 2. Barbara Brackb111 also had a younger bro. Hans

and is not son of Hans of Earl

Daniel (1720-1772) Grove's chart has John m. to
m, Mary Elizabeth Zimmerman in 1733.
F. John husband was a grandson of Hans

George Groff, d. 1746, same yr
as Hans of Earl. Her husband'
father's name was Sebastian. A
of another Groff family.

———-“Elizabeth;raf

Henry Graf
Hans Graf, 3rd

Jacob Grove (6-4-1737-8-15-181
{m. Catharine Staley (3-3-1742-

. 9-25-1823)

m. 1. Catherine Hess (3-21-1782-4-6-1815), buried Keedysville

m. 2. Susan Locher

(6-11-1782-9-13-1827)

She was daughter of Henry Locher (1753-1839) and

Elizabeth Hoffman Locher (1747-1849)
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returned to Lancaster Co. in 1889.

I have Simon's descendants in Kansas, Iowa,

I was porn there in 1890.

southern South Dakota, etc., but

will have to go through my file of letters to éetermine names and addresses (also

in storage).

But cheer up! Continued search may uncover clues.
get from Louise Grove and Richard Glass.

Louise's mother now 103 was the real
peruse her
with what she has in her possession.

genealogist.

Will keep in nouch with you and Louise.

CHART ACCOMPANYING ABOVE LETTER

. ; ans Graf of Earl. . A. Jacso (1699-1766)

"“‘,9‘1;;___:____;__‘.’,:_;- ;.wm"'*l . e
m. 2 Susannah Orndorff - m. -2.. Barbara Brackbilkl
B. Peter, died 1772

m. Barbara
€. Sanuel, b. 1718
m. Christiana
! R ‘D. Mateuys b. 1712, d. 1791
: . © m. Anna Huber
E. Daniel (1720—1772)

m. Mary

Will be glad to hear what you

. Joan : .
‘ m. Elizabeth
G. David 72-1784)
m. Barbara Horst ’
H. Hannah
m. Peter Good
i : I. Fronick
! g , m. Henry Lwodis (?)
J. Marie (Mary)
m. 1. John Kry
m. 2. Jacob Youer

. as Hans of Earl.

Her daughter will have to
voluminous notes and records first to get herself well acquainted

Until we find something, I am,- -
Sincerely, Howard M.

Groff

R . ' o .

This Jacob is the son of a
Johannes .or Hans Graff-Grae
.Grove who died in.1725. Ja
also had a younger bro. Han
and is not son of Hans of E

Grove's chart has John m. !
Elizabeth Zimmerman in 173
husband was a grandson of
George Groff, d. 1746, sam
Her husb
father's name was Sebastia
of another Groff family.

-~"—;Elizabeth ;raf

Henry Graf
Hans Graf, 3rd

D

John Grove
Jacob Grove
Peter Grove m.
Paul Grove
Catherine Grove
Philip Grove (4-7-1775 of Mt. Airy,
m. 1. Catherine
m. 2. Susan Locher (6—11-1782—9-13-1827)

an Ache

d. 1-31-1841)

Hess (3-21-1782-4-6-1815), burie

‘Jacob Grove (6-4-1737-8-1
{m. Catharine Staley (3-3-

9-25-

d Keedysville

She was daughter of Henry Locher (1753-1839) and

Elizabeth Hoffman Locher (1747-1849)
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manying into these families. I would suggest, for I find myself at a loss to,
ask you until you furnish me or him with some added data, for instance as to the
locality from which Philip Grove, Peter Grove or Ann Grove came and the location
of the particular Orndorffs and Hess families you have in mind. ’

I get requests from many Groves in Ohig, Ind,, Mich., Md., as to their Lancaster
Co. ancestors upon which they are unable to give me much information about them-
selves for besides the Graf-Groves there were English Groves living there in
Colonial Days. '

If you-could supply me with a bit more information en your family may have of
your g. grandfather Peter Grove who married Catherine Oche(r), ' where he'resided
before and at date of marriage and any of his brothers's or sister's names it
-would’/aid immensely in pinpointing my activity in searching. 'Did Catherine
Hess married to Philip Grove come from the Hess families of Lancaster Co.?

‘ ;o s . W - :
s Yy X , ¢ e P : — =

. [ T o
We miss Lancaster Col, for my péople:have been in' that vicinity;eﬁer since the
-early 1700's but we'enjoy the- good air and sunshine here free -from the pollution
that-has killed streams in eastern Pa. We have a daughter here who with hér
husband have been here for 20 years. : ° e e
o . . I T TSl S SR : e w1, .
Before I opened your envelope I thought it was probably from a person married
to some of my Groff relativeswho moved on to Kansas, Iowa, and S. Dak. about
the 1870's, However therewere no Groves among them. ‘

IS . e R Ly
R (R | PR ¢ ; “ [

We, Clyde Groff and myself, appear to have descended from a Hans Graff or Graeff
as the English wrote it in Colonial days ‘who died in 1725 and lived in Germantown
in 1695. Some of his descendants were known as Grove, in fact the battle of
Germantown in Rev. War appears to have:been fought on a farm of his descendants

who was known as John Grove, a Capt. of Transportation in Rev, War. - '

Historians have in error attributed the doings of this Graff to Hans of Earl
but those we have found to be in error. He was a Mason; friend of the Penns.
Hans Graf of Earl was a Mennonite and as such would not have become a'member of
the Masonic order.' Co ) S o
. . E - E |
This is quite a lengthy epistle and I trust notboring to you.
I would enjoy hearing from you once again after reading the above. I think your
request to Clyde Groff would get extra attention if you mentioned that you' -
received his address from me.
Wishing you success in your research, I am, Sincere1§-—H¢wg?d'M. Groff '
P.S. I am‘'in my 82nd year. Still doing a lot of gemealogical work and the
painting of family coats of arms for Swiss-German-Huguenot descendants of
old families emigrating in past centuries to Penn. -
. : ’ - : . . . : HMG
H

b v



business by securing lands for them to be held jointly by the brothers and then
settled back in Manor Twp., Lancaster Co.

e bdpgfregy A et

Ponn was granted a province in America. Lord Baltimore already had Md. but
.continual disputes between Penn and Md. authorities arose as to boundaries,

When Pa. began to prosper, Md. tried to shut. off Penn's expansion westward

by claiming all land west of the Susquehanna River. There were some fights over
land west of the Suswuehanna River.

"So when Hans, Jr. moved to York Co, some one said he had moved to Md..but he

was still within land rightly owned by Penn. You see, Penn. in 1690, had a
commission searching out a site for his metropolis not as Philadelphia the point
of, entry but situated.on the Susquehanna East Bank.. The surrounding land was
called Penn' s Manor, later Manor.Twp.. When,théﬁﬁews;broke'many-hdstled to
claim land in Manor Twp.to be near the new city. This may-have influenced Hans,
Jr.'s settlement in Manor Twp but by his time, 1763 death, the furor over a
metropolis on the Susquehanna had. died out. It was. an age of bustle, and hustle,
like a Florida land boom. . My personal experience at point 2, .1:bought a.farm at
X2 on which to retire in 1946. I picked out this farm, had the title searched
.and lo! 69 acres of it had been left.out of the survey, I applied for a patent
from the Commonwealth of Penn. and .now possess the firmed patent. The ‘only
legal owners of this patch wqre 1. Indians. 2, Lord Baltimore, 3. Common-
wealth of Pa. 4. Howard M. & Josephine K. Groff. The cost of this patent including
interest from the 1700's amounted to $2.50 per acre, which the former occupant
paid to give me a clear title. . S

To get back to your Philip Grove and Peter Grove married to Catharine Ache.

By the way, Jacob Grove, born 4 June 1737 married 1748 Catherine Stailey. She
was a Lancaster Countian and in the records her name was spelled '"Staley",
born 3 March 1742, died 13 Sept. 1833, T

I have all of Jacob's and Catherine's children on my master chart in storage but
I shall give you herewith what Lucian Yates' father had on his chart with what
~corrections I can give now. ~

Louise Grove says that book by Julia Drake and James R. Orndorff is most compre-
hensive and that you have a copy. Does it say anythang about- .Susanna Orngdorff
married to Hans Graf of Earl? : .

Your reharks:about'Philip_Grqve and Catherine Hess and Louise Grove are' correct.

Our records of Hans Graf of Earl as to his descendants their land holdings,
wills, etc. are very complete down to Christian Groff's chart of 1857,

. 1 N . .. o
Somehow allithe Groves, Groffs, etc. of Lancaster & ChesterCo., obsessed about
Hans being a Count, etc. seem to- be desirous of claiming him as an ancestor.
As a result all historical books written later have included these family state-
ments and as a result have clouded the issue tremendouly. One = destroyed court
papers, etc. in 1840's because he wanted his book to be the only authoritative.
reference. However we have means such as petitions for roads, etc., through
which we can slowly correct some mistakes etc.
I do:not know until I get my records from storage if I have any Groff relatives
~in Pierre, S,D. If so, they through marriage have by-now. other names. My father
and mother in the 1870's lived in Sterling, I1l., then moved to Cedar Rapids, Iowa,
and then to Kansas where his brother Simon Groff had a sheep ranch. Muv farhaw






Christ Lutheran “hurch, T™ulpehocken tvip., now liarion twp., Berxs Co., .

Chrendorf, Henry n. 1Z-26-1784, lMaria Zlisabeth Albert

" gohn, n. 4-22=1792, Elisabeth Oxenreiter
" Zlisabeth, ni., &£-25-1816, John Spangler
" Christian, ri. 38858%80%, 'aria Eva Ecx; d/o John Zck

Teace Reformed Church, Berrysbure, ''iffliin tup., Daurhin county, r‘a.,

Christian Orendorf (4-0:0-1797/10-1-1878; 8ly 3n 1é), n. 2-17-1822,

Iva Christina Bordnar £-28-1603/3-9-1£64; 60y 6n lds. Yarrer nenr Terrrthurs
in i"ifflin townshipn, P’a. . , 10-21-1655,
daughter iiary A. Grendorf (3-25-1835;11-27-1856; 20y &r. 2d),/first wife of
Sarmel Peter isenhovier (2-4-1831/6-30-1914); killed one rionth after
_marriage by a run-away horse in a sleish. He maarried (20 her sister,

Lydia Ann Orendorf (4-5-1839/2-9-1522),., They were the last of this
Iisecnhover £anily, ard settled at ihilene, Kansas. A son '"illlem Henry
Eisenhower(4-9-1856/1-16-1926), married Amanda Alice Foover (10-10-1864/
11-12-1940), who lived and died at Abilene, Kansas, porents of ten childrer,
Amanda Alice Yoover, was a niecs of riv sranfather, Jornelius .loppenheffer.

Orendorf, J. 'illia~n - (d. 4-1-19C5; 76y 9m 1l1ld), and wife,
to(1) ™ Tlizeheth (d. 9-5-1856; 20v 10n 7¢)

w.(2) " Jary Feldt (4. 1°-22-19C9; 75y 1lm 20d)

son " Infant (8. °-28-1869; 4., 3-5-1£69)

I woul?d like to have thz srroup shesdt on the Eerman Orendorff fescendunts,

I do have the hook *rom :'ILL “HEZL To TLOWSHARE 1938, by culia A, Drace,
and Jaries Rid-ely Orniorf, hv The Torch Press, Cedar Rnpids, Iowa,,

on the f-uily nnd descendents of Christian Orndorff, Jr. snd “lizcbeth
Hoffman, who settled near Sharpsbure, iaryland. In fact I read his

will at the :‘ashington county courthouse, at Hagerstown, :‘arylund,
Bvidently his smrand rother Copenhever was still living in 1795, wken

he rade his will,

I would like to have your corrients.
“incerely,

Cornalius . ZXoppenheffer,

351 Howard Circle,

Emporiun, Pa. 15834
20 llarch 198l1.



The Berinning of the Ohrendorff Family in the United States

Fermanu3 Ohrendorff end Anna Marsaretha Ohrendorff came on the ship
Charring Nency, Charles Stedman Master, from Rotterdam but last fron
Ilvmouth, Enslond. He took the 0Oath of Allesiance 8 October 1737, at
Dhiladelphia, Tennnylvenie. He settled in Lebanon township, Lancaster
county, Pa., wkere he was taxed fifteen shillings for 50 acres of land.
He died in 1777, ~nd his widow Catharine Orendorff was aprpointed sole
adninistratrix by the Repister's 0ffice of Lancaster county, Po.,

2 April 1778, when the avpraiser's report was filed for 1l&l pounds, two
shillings snd four pence. No heirs are named. Mated 2-27-1777 and filed
4-2-1778, at the ancaster county,Courthouse at Lancaster, Pa.

Christian Ohrendorff and Johann Christian Ohrendorff, cerie off the ship
chesASASEHEABY 1t. lark, Captain William Wilson iaster, fro:i Rotterdam
and lsst from Cowes, ‘ngland, 26 Se:tember 1741, vihen they took the
Oath of Allegiance, at I'hiladelphia, Pa., He settled in lieidelberg twp.,
now Jackson twp., Lebsnon county, Ra., near lyerstown, Fa., on fifty
acres of lend for wich he pald eight shillings tax in 1758. He died

16 April 1772; ased eighty years of nge; buried at the rioravian Church -
cemetery of Bethel, now Fanover twp., Lebanon county, Fn,

From the PUIIGYLVALTIA DUTCHMAN, 15 December 1950, Catalosue of the

Prethren and Sisters in Swatara, October23, 1752.,.

Christian Ohrencorf, \iidower, fron iliselberg in Freudenberg, born 1692,

Reforried, eceived into Moravian renbership, 1749, Children: 1) Louiss,

b. 1721; 2) inna :arcaretha b. 1724; 3) Johann Christian;:a§ b. 1727;
4) Parbara b, 1728; 5) !'apdelena b. 173); 6) Johann Heinrich b. 1733;

Tulpehocken Trinity Reformed Church, Heidelberg twp., Lancaster Co., Ta,

. slame-Birth-Baptisnm Parents Snonsors
Orndorf, Anne ..armaret, d/o ChriSsfentdr. ® Elisabeth - Herflannbomdorf & w.
b. 12-16-1750 n. 21 April 1749 (Hoffmnan)
" Christooher, s/o " " Christian Moecker %
. b. 10-15-1752 _ wife Tatharins
" Catharina 7lisabeth d/o " " Heinrich Zoprenhd8fer
. Elisabeth Nebeler &,
(eG=1754/2-3-1755 . both single
" Anna Raorbars -(h, 8-21-17899/9-2-1759) " Caspar Corr (XZohr)
-Kohr, Johanne %lisareth, d/o I'ichrmel & Mary liagdslena “hristian Ohrendorf
£=4=1754/3-3-1754 & w.Johanna Zlisabeth

Ohrendorff, =lizabeth, n, 8-213-1£16, John Spansler

Thor:as Zowpenh8rffer (widower), m. 1-24-1749, Elisabeth Hoffnan (widow),
at Tulpehocksn Christ Lutheran Ch»~-“, }arion twp., Perks county, near
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