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Erosion uncovers tombstones on San Francisco's Ocean 
Beach 
By Pueng Vongs I The lookout - Thu, Jun 7, 2012 

Visitors to the popular Ocean Beach in San Francisco are accustomed to dramatic views of waves crashing onshore, but 
perhaps nothing quite as dramatic as the sight of tombstones. 

"I've seen some really unusual things out here," jogger Susan Palleschi told KTVU. "That gravestone blew me away." 

Turns out the tombstones were placed there more than 70 years ago to help stop erosion from rising tides, according to 
K'IVU. After the city shut down several cemeteries in the 1940s, the bodies were moved, but "unclaimed property" 
remained. Some families simply couldn't afford to have the markers moved. The headstones soon became city property 
and they were put to good use, according to David Gallagher, director of the Western Neighborhoods Project. 

"In 1942 or 1943, there were great storms in the city. The Great Highway was eroding ... they had all this construction 
debris," Gallagher told KTVU. "Among the debris were all these headstones that they dumped to stop the surging tide. " 

[Related: 66-foot concrete dock washes ashore in Oregon] 

Pieces of the grave markers have now reappeared over the past several weeks, including one that belonged to Delia Presby, 
a wife that died in 1890 at the age of 26. And it seems the markers will remain on the beach until the tide once again covers 
them. A representative from the U.S. Park Service told KTVU there are no plans to recover and relocate the headstones. 

Uncovered grave markers seem to be in the news lately: Last month a man in Tennessee was also in for a shock when he 
discovered old tombstones while he was doing maintenance in his backyard. 

<.:op~ right 2012 The Lookout 
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The It is illegal to operate a cemetery in the City of San 

Cemeteries of Francisco. 
Colma 

A Colma 
Time line 
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Inscriptions 
from CQlma 

(; (Jrryctio ns _to 
Permanent 
Californians 

fYotes for San 
Francisco 

Geneafogists 

Famous San 
Franciscans 

NOT Buried in 
- Colma 

Other 
California 
Cemeteries 

Concerns about the public health, crime, and the 
need for space forced the City and County Board of 
Supervisors to outlaw further burials in 1902. The 
larger cemeteries such as Laurel Hill and Calvary 
Cemetery were told to remove their interments. 
The fight to keep the cemeteries lasted for many 
years, but in 1942, the last bodies were removed 
from Laurel Hill Cemetery. Today, only two 
cemeteries remain in the City -- the San Francisco 
National Cemetery at the Presidio and the Mission 
Dolores Cemetery. Neither accepts new interments. 

Led by Roman Catholic Archbishop Patrick 
Riordan, San Franciscans sought to create a new 
necropolis in a fault-carved valley five miles to the 
south. When Riordan walked out and blessed a 
potato field as the new site of the Catholic Cemetery 
in 1892, he started a movement which culminated in 
the establishment of the world's only incorporated 
city where the dead outnumber the living .... 
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Where the Dead Went 

San Francisco Cemeteries moved around quite a bit Here's a list of what happened to various 
cemeteries: 

San Francisco I 
Cemetery 

Name 
Mission Dolores 
Cemetery 

San Francisco 
National 
Cemetery 

North Beach 
Cemetery 

!Telegraph Hill 

Russian Hill 
Cemetery 

!Calvary Cemetery 

!Chinese Cemetery 

Gibbath Olom 
Cemetery 
(Hills of Eternity)! 

Dates of Operation/Fate 

...._ ______ --..;... __ -.===------------
Go Iden Gate 1868-1901. Turned into Lincoln Park Golf 
Cemetery Course in 1906. Stones dumped at Ocean Beach, 

!Greek Cemetery (Deposition Unknown 
!Hebrew Cemetery -, 1-850-----1-860-.-De-po-s-itI-. o_n_U_nkn __ o_w_n ____ _ 

Laurel Hill 
Cemetery 
(aka Lone 
Mountain 
Cemetery) 

Masonic 
Cemetery 

I 

1854-1901. Remains moved to Laurel Hill 
Mound, Cypress Lawn, Colma 

1864-1901. Remains moved to Woodlawn 
Cemetery, Colma Tombstones used as fill on 
approaches to Golden Gate Bridge . 

.... N_e_v_a_i _S_h_a_l_om ___ I 
Cemetery 1860-1888. Moved to Colm_ a i_n 1889. 
(Home of Peace) 

Odd Fellows 
Cemetery 

1865-1901. Remains moved to Greenlawn 
Cemetery, Colma. Tombstones used to 
construct Aquatic Park seawall 



Key to Map 
All Area Codes are 415 

Abbr Full Name I Phone Emphasis 

CL Cypress Lawn Memorial Park j 755-0580 Nonsectarian 

EH Eternal Home Cemetery I 755-5236 Jewish 

GH Golden Hills Cemetery 755-0232 Chinese 

GO Greek Orthodox Cemetery 755-6939 E. Orthodox 

GL Green/awn Memorial Park 755-7622 
\ 

Nonsectarian 

HE Hills of Eternity 756-3633 Jewish 
1 HC TT C .. ., 756-2060 Catholic 

HP Home of Peace 755-4700 Jewish 

HS Hoy Sun Memorial Cemetery 982-6060 Chinese 

IT Italian Cemetery 755-1511 Catholic 

JP Japanese Benevolent Society 921-1782 Japanese 

OL Olivet Memorial Park 755-0322 Nonsectarian 

PR Pets Rest Cemetery 755-2201 Animals 

SA Salem Cemetery 755-5296 Jewish 

SE Serbian Cemetery 755-2453 E. Orthodox 

WO Woodlawn Memorial Park 755-1727 Nonsectarian 

---- - - ------ ----- - ------ --- - --------- ------
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---------------------- -------- ------ -------

Colma Cemetery Links 

Colma Historical Association 
Pet's Rest Cemetery 

-- --------- -----------------

-
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----- ---- --- ~--------------

Special Notes for Genealogists on San Francisco Records 

Return to Tales from Colma 

View a Timeline 

Read some interesting epitaphs 
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Commonwealth Network 

The Cemeteries of Colma 
Such room to roam in after death! 

- Joaquin Miller 
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A Colma Concerns about the public health, crime, and the 
Timeline need for space forced the City and County Board of 
Notable Supervisors to outlaw further burials in 1902. The 

·~ Inscriptions larger cemeteries such as Laurel Hill and Calvary 
i from Colma Cemetery were told to remove their interments. 

. The fight to keep the cemeteries lasted for many 
Corrections _to_ years but in 1942 the last bodies were removed 
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cemeteries remain in the City -- the San Francisco 
National Cemetery at the Presidio and the Mission 
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FURTHER READING 
Sloane, David 

American History. 
1991 

Charles. The Last Great Necessity: Cemeteries in 
Baltimore: The Johns Hopkins University Press, 

Brown, John Gary. Soul in the Stone: Cemetery Art from America's 
Heartland. Lawrence: University of Kansas Press, 1994. 

Bodon, John J. Rubbings and Textures: A Graphic Technique. New 

York: Reinhold Book Corp., n.d. 
Meyer, Richard (editor). Cemeteries and Gravemarkers: Voices of 

American Culture. UMI Research, 1989. 
Carmack, Sharon DeBartolo. "Carved in Stone: Composition and 

Durability of Stone Gravemarkers." NGS Newsletter 17 (May-June 1991): 

69-70. 
"Markers," quarterly newsletter published by AGS. 
"The Epitaph," quarterly newsletter published by Joyce Rogers, 

P.O. Box 401, Los Altos, CA 94022. 
"A Tomb with A View, 11 newsletter published by Katie Karrick. 

Contact her at Katydid579@aol.com. 

GROUPS 
Association for Gravestone Studies (AGS). 30 Elm Street, 

Worcester, MA 01609. (508) 831-7753 
United States Civil War Center (USCWS). Louisiana State 

University, Baton Rouge, LA (504) 388-3151 

INTERNET 
AGS - http://www.history.rochester.edu/AGS/ags.html 



Allow enough time to adequately search and document as you go along. 
Put the name of the cemetery on the top of each page along with the date. 
Write down the inscriptions even if you photograph or record them. 
Write each family on a different page to facilitate filing when you get home. 
Write down all those who are buried nearby. 
Search the entire cemetery for other relatives in case someone is buried in another part. 
Check with the office for people who don't have tombstones. 

Also, allow extra time to locate the cemetery and then to locate appropriate graves. 
Watch out for poison ivy, spiders, snakes, holes, overgrown vegetation, old fences, and wild animals. 

Allow enough time so you are not stranded in an isolated cemetery after dark. 
Large cemeteries are confusing in daylight. Be sure to leave the cemetery when you KNOW and feel 

confident you can get to the main road outside the cemetery. 
When walking use your flashlight. Twilight comes unexpectedly. 

Monuments and Memorials: Something other tha11 stone 
Don't forget to record the following -
Stained glass windows, altar pieces, sacramental services, ornaments, or statues can be presented as 

special gifts in the name and memory of deceased relatives. Small plaques give names, dates and relationships 
of those in the giftgiving memorial. 

Contributions, in lieu of flowers, are given to trust funds, special organizations or a project in the 
memory of a deceased loved one. Records are maintained of all who contribute. 

Data: Different Surfaces, Different Techniques: 
Sometimes old inscriptions on markers are almost weathered off Or moss and/or lichens may have 

covered the stone, making the process of reading and recording data almost impossible. DO NOT TRY TO 
f"T t:: A 1'.T f'\T T\ U1:' A T"\<::Tf'\Nl:'<:: '"'ti 1rtho r Momono toJhA roD"ninino iron · r* . 
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"Digging Up Clues in Cemeteries" 

Orange County California Genealogical Society 
April 6, 1996 

by 
Karen P. Langer 

A Brief History of Cemeteries: 
We have been burying our dead for at least 50,000 years. "Planting the deceased" is one of the earliest known 
human rituals. It was perhaps a recognition by an early agricultural people of the complete cycle of life. From 
the womb (earth) and back to mother earth as burial (womb) in order to be reborn anew. 

Whether people believe in an afterlife (Egyptians, Christians, Muslims), or need to prevent the spread of 
disease (1630 Black Plague, 1902 diphtheria epidemic), or want to honor those held most dear, cemeteries can 
mean different things to different people. Groups of people have gone to war to protect their burial grounds 
(Native Americans). Captured land has been turned into hallowed ground (Arlington Cemetery). Lastly, 
some people want to be returned to our primordial roots - the ocean. 

Types of Cemeteries: 
There are three arbitrary categories 

1) City 
Public or Municipal Cemetery 

Commercial Memorial Park~-----------------••• 



Cemeteries of the Town of Colma 

Cypress Lawn Cemetery 
PO Box 397 
l370 El Camino Real 
Colma. Ca. 94-014 
0650 755-0580 
GM Kenneth Varner 

Eternal Home Cemetery 
Office Cemetery location 
PO Box 15579 1051 El Camino Real 
SF Ca. 94115 Colma. Ca. 94014 
415 921-3636 650 755-5236 
Exec.Dir. Gene Kaufmann 
Manager. Larry Vallerga 

Golden Hills Cemetery 
2005 Hillside Blvd. 
Colma Ca. 94014 
650 755-1133 
~ner. Joe Deng 

Greek Onhodox :Vlemorial Park 
~L.\ILING LOCATION 
PO Box 333 l US El Camino Real 
Colma Ca. 94014 
650 755-6939 
GM Steve Doukas. Commerce Holding CO 

Greenla~n Yiemorial Cemetery 
.__I•_. - -- __ , __ _........._" ' T "'~. ~,....., 'f 

Hoy Sun Cemetery 
omcE 
4 l Waverly Place 
S .. F. Ca. 94108 

415 288--0600 
Pres. Steven Louie 

Italian Cemetery 
540 F Street 
Colma, Ca. 94014 
650 755-151 l 

CEMETERY LOCATION 
210 I Hillside Blvd. 
Colma. Ca. 94014 
650 757-9892 

GM Christopher Castagnola 

Japanese Benevolent Society 
OFFICE CEMETERY LOCATION 
179 Suner Street 1300 Hillside Blvd. 
SF Ca. 94115 Colma. Ca. 94014 
415 921-1 782 650 755-3747 
Pres. Roy K. Shin 

Olivet Memorial Park 
160 l Hillside Blvd. 
Colma, Ca. 94014 
650 755-0322 
GM Katie Henry 

Pet's Rest Cemetery 
1905 Hillside Blvd. 
Colma, Ca. 94014 
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HOLY CROSS CEMETERY 
... O, BOX 577 

COLMA, CALIFORNIA 

"LAzA •·:aaaa 

!oTeaber 30.1962 

Jira. \\Ith Conwa7 
RB: Dor. D-6-2-2-ltol2 !'re••• 601 st. iran•1• •11'4. bans Plo• 

San !Tanciaoo, California f\U'n•r 
Oulin c I v '1..-. 

Dear Kra. Conwa7: 
this lotter ia a oonttrmaiion and 

Teritioaiion of your inairuoiiona io Hol7 Crosa 
Oe .. ter7 OD !OTea~er 29,1962 rolaiiTI to apeoifiO 
Pre-Beed burial pera1ta in the aboTe aentioned plot. 

SubJeot ~o the rul•• and regulaiion1 ot Hol7 Cross Cemetery the following are to be interred: 
' .., 

• LBBR! C. PRDSJ: Ill GRAVE 6 

J.tRS • .lLBlCRT C.JREBSE IN GR.A.VE 6 --
URS. \fILLIAll H.EV.A.BS IN GRAV ~ 

(with William H. Eftnal ~ 

• llDBL "3. !UlllBR I1' GRA n 1 
(with llapbael 1. TU'zaer) - -

Upon the return or the ..1.1gne4 pera1 is~---~ 
~he7,wiih a oopy ot this letter,w1ll be tiled in th 
plot record here at Hol1 Crosa Cemeter7. 

Jith beat wishes and man1 thanks !or 7our interest in Hol7 Crosa,I am 

81noerl7, 

K~nn~han) 
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~~'g~TNo. I 
VOL. II 
NAME 

DATii OP' D&ATH 

9/4/03 
PAllll8H. C. a. 

St • .Tames 

--- __ ,_ 

COLLINS t 
D. I .. I A. I ... I •. i 
0 ~235 I'"~ 

I aTONli I lllliMOVliD TO ~ • 

Madel 1ne J 

I ,,_ 1. 22
0. I 

t' 
DATii OP' INTllRMllHT 

PL. OP' D&ATH 

9/5/03 

- .. 1.A- C_li_O_P'_Bl-lllTH------------U-N_Dli_lllT_A_K_lilll ____________ ~r 

California - t 
l>HY81CIAN CAU8& OP' D&ATH 8. OP' H, NO. , 

f. 

D~~;~~A3S&D t 
r • ~~ 

2%4-
-------·~------~~----------------

----- 7 

Tuberculosis 
ADD • 

NAMliOP'P.O. . . 
8 Chattanooga St • .Tas. P. Collins 

DliliD ailll. NO. SIDOP'PLDT lllllLATIONSHIP 

( lllt:MAlllKS OVlilll) ~· 
~--'-"...-.------ .. ._ _____ ... ------ -



HOLY CROSS CEMETERY 
Colma 

November 14, 1995 

MOUNT OLIVET CEMETERY 
San Rafael 

Mrs. Eleanor Evans Borkenhagen 
623 - 13th Street 
Huntington Beach, CA 92648 - 4039 

RE: Margaret Collins, Deceased 

Dear Mrs. Borkenhagen: 

HOLY CROSS CEMETERY 
Menlo Park 

In response to your recent request, we are unable to locate any 
record of Margaret Collins, Deceased in our burial records . 

I have enclosed information on Madeline Collins which might be a 
possibility. 

If I may be of further assistance, please do not hesitate to 
contact me at the cemetery office. 

Sincerely, 

~([)~ 
Christine O. Stinson 
Off ice Supervisor 

Enclosure 



Christine 0. Stinson 
Off ice Supervisor 
Holy Cross Cemetery 
P.0.Box 1577 
Colma CA 94014-0577 

RE: L - 75 - 42/43 (COLLINS PLOT) 

Dear Ms Stinson, 

June 23, 1997 

I very much appreciate the help you have been to me in locating my 
parents, paternal grandparents and paternal great grandparents in the 
Freese/Evans plot and my maternal grandparents in the Col I ms plot In 
Holy Cross Cemetery. The cards on the Collins plot show the plot owner as 
1\Jno. 11

, which should be "John", W. Col I ins and a deed serial number of 
"B-12054 P.C." Would it be possible to obtain a ccpy of that deed? 

I am enclosing a stamped, self- addressed envelope. Any information 
you have will be appreciated. 

Very truly yours, 

(Mrs.) EI eanor Evans Borkenhagen 
623-13th Street 
Hunt mg ton Beach CA 92648-4039 
(714) 536-8523 

Enclosures 



HOLY CROSS CEMETERY 
Colma 

June 13, 1995 

Mrs . Eleanor Borkenhagen 
623 - 13th Street 
Huntington Beach , CA 9264 8 

MOUNT OLIVET CEMETERY 
San Rafael 

RE : L - 75 - 42/43 (COLLINS PLOT) 

Dear Mrs. Borkenhagen: 

HOLY CROSS CEMETERY 
Menlo Park 

In response to your recent request, all the information in our 
burial records on those family members that are interred in the 
above referenced plot is enclosed. 

Please be assured of our desire to be of service in all matters 
pertaining ad the cemetery. 

Sincerely, 

~~;=:;s 
Christine 0 . s;inson 
Off ice Supervisor 

Enclosure 



HOLY CROSS CEMETERY 
Colma 

April 27, 1995 
... 

MOUNT OLIVET CEMETERY 
San Rafael 

Mrs. Eleanor Evans Borkenhagen 
623 - 13th Street 
Huntington Beach, CA 92648 

HOLY CROSS CEMETERY 
Menlo Park 

RE: D - 6 - 2 - 2 - 1/12 (Freese/Evans/Turner/Culin Plot) 
Dear Mrs. Borkenhagen: 

In response to your recent request, all the information in our burial records on those family members in the above refere'nced location is enclosed. 

Also enclosed is a genealogy research form for any future inquiries. There is a $20.00 per plot research fee and I have enclosed an envelope for your convenience in returning this fee. 
Please be assured of our desire to be of service in all matters pertaining to the cemetery 

Sincerely, 

c~ls!::.=: 
Off ice Supervisor 

Enclosure 



55284T.NO. 

VOL. ITT 
NAM• 

01/18/1891 
l'ARI S H . C. B. 

PLACE 0,. DIRTH 

IRELAND 
~ 

EVANS 

Cather 1 ne 

(WIFE OF WM.H . EVANS) 
N AMEO,. P.O. 

Capt. Freese 
Dll:D SER. No.47 4P • C • SIZll 0,. l'LOT 

~-F~·~-G~· ~~~l6xl6 
(REMARKS OVER) 

~O~~~~T~~· 1 FREESE 

~· 
NAMll 

Andrew 
DATii 01' DltATH f) 

~"; 7J.. 
l'AIUS H . C. 8. 

PLACll 01' BIRTH 

PHYSICIAN 

MAMIE Of' P.O. 

Ca pt. Free ae 
OHD HR. NO. 47. 4 ~~ 1 

c • S1%C OP' ~LOT 

~-p,-e-. 16xl 6 
(llllMAllKS OV&R) 

I D. I;· I~- I 
P. a. 

D 2 
I s ToNE Rt:Mov11D •ex 

x I Calvary 
A~-----1 DATED,. INTERMENT 

M. D. 6/12/13 
PL. 0,. DltATH 

9 Va s s ar Place 
UNDERTAKER 

CAUSE OF DEATH B. 0,. Ho NO. 

Pne umonia 
ADD. DATE PURCHASED 

4 /22/03 
RllLATIONSHll' 

55~9gTNO., 
I~- I~-EVANS 

VOL. I II -
NAME I STONE REMOVED - E 

Geol!c:;e R . x I Calvan 
DATI" 0,. DltATH 

AG~ I 12/6/65 1--- 8 I Y. D. 

l'ARl8H. C. 8. 
PL. 0,. DEATH 

9 Vassar Place 
PLACE 01' BIRTH 

UNDERTAKltR 

~~~ CAUSE 0,. DEATH 

( OIIIF OF Vl-1 . H. & CATHERINE) 
NAMEO,.P.O. 

Capt. Freese 
DHD HR. No.47 4 p 

1 
C e 

B-798G--~r-9. 
SIZll 0,. l'LOT 

16xl6 

ADD. 

RELATIONS .. 

40~ ( REMARKS OVER) 

D. a . 
FREESE D. 

D D 

I s T:;' E I R&Mov11D ~ex 

~ Mason jc Cemetery 
HAMii 

lsT: N11I R11:Mov11D:in..e 

.... Mas o,,io Claire Mabel 
DATE Ofl' INTERMENT AGll 

D. I 1/15/32 ... 
DATii Of' DEATH I AGI: 

J.,. Mo D. I 
PL. 0,. DEATH PARISH. c. a. PL. Of' DEATH 

UNDERTAKE.R !'LACIE OP BIRTH UNDERTAKER 

Carew & English Carew & En 
CAUSE Of' DEATH B. Of' H. NO. PHYSICIAN CAUSE Of' DEATH 

ADD. DATE PURCHASED NAMIE Of' P.O. ADD. 

RELATIONSHIP 

INTERMENT 60. I 

l,?682vTI 
N AME 

DAT E Of' DllATH 

PARISH. C. a . 

PLACE 0,. BIRTH 

PHYSICIAN 

NAME Of' P.O. 

~ ( RllMARKS OVllR) 

FR:i2SE 

Grace 

D. ... a . 

D 2 

IBT:lll REMOVED-ex 

~ Masonic Cemet P. ry 

6 
AGll 

Y. M· D. I 
l'L. Ol'DEATH 

UNDllRTAKIER 

DATii Of' INTllRMllNT 

4/15/32 

Carew & English 
CAUSll Of' DllATH 

ADD. 

8. OP' H. NO. 

DATii PURCH ASl!D 

A loo /n r&. 

RELATIONS 

D 



FREESE 

MAMIE 

Walter 
DATIE OP' DEATH 

6/28/02 
l'ARISH, C . a. 

Sacred Heart 
!'LAC& OP' Blln'H 

San l'ra.noisoo 
l'HYSICIAN 

NAMIEOP'l'.O . 

Capt. Freese 
DHDHR, NO. 474 p. 
--B 9'980= .P..--c I 

( ~SHARKS OVIR t 

c 
1 

SIZIE OP' !'LOT 

16:xl6 

o. 

.t I 6/30/02 
OATS OP' INTSRMIENT 

l'L. OP' DEATH 

812 Fell St. 
UNDIERTAKIER 

a.OP'H. NO, 

Pneumonia 
ADD. OATS l'URCHASIED 

4 / 22/03 
RIELATIONSHll' 

- ' - L.. _________ ____ __,, ___ _ 

·5111-r~ig NO. I 
VOL. IV 

CLUIN 
.. 

I~ 6 

o. 

MAMIE RIEMOVIED TO 

Sarah 
OATS OP' DIATH I 5F. D. I DATIE OP' INTSRMIEHT 

9 /1 / 15 
AGIE 

8/29/15 ... 
l'ARISH, C. a . l'L. OP' DIEATH 

70 1 Post St. 
!'LACIE OP' SlltTH UNDIERTAKU 

California Carew & Engl 1sh 
l'HYSICIAN CAUSlt OP' DEATH 8. O P'H , HO. 

l ~~·-·1 EVANS 
VOL. I II 
N AMB 

lUJl 1am H. 
DAT I!" O P' DEATH I 6.ll] .ll 3 &.3 
l'ARISH, C:.11. 

l'LAClt O P' B IRTH 

England 
l'HYSICIAN 

w. St:trwall 
NAMEOP'l'. O . 

Capt. Freese 
DHDHR. No474P ,ct 

B-V-989-P. C. 
(RIMARKS OVIER) 

~TNO. I 
VOL. IV 
MAMIE 

DATE OP' DIEATH 

12/5/16 
l'ARISH, C . II. 

SIZE OP'l'LOT 

16xl6 

BVANS 

V1 ctoi- B', 

Mission Dolor es 
!'LACIE OP' BIRTH 

l'HYSIC IAN 

~ 6 

1·;"·1 RIEMOVIEDTO 

AGIE 

~9 1 9. 
l'L. OP' DltA TH 

832 Fel l st. 
UNDIERTAKIER 

CAUSIE OP' DEATH 

Myocard1t1s 
ADD. 

RIELATIONI 

I D. I •. 
D 6 

1 •;N• 1 RIEMOVltD TO 

1£ I 
l'L. OP' DEATH 

Sl.n PrancleoO 
UNDBRTAKBR 

Gallagher 
CAUSIE OP' DEATH 

Apoplexy R. Bine Cer ebral hemorrha e 
HANltOP'l'.O, A.DD. DATS l'URC:HASIED 

Capt. Freese 4/22/03 
DUD HR. NO. 47 4 p I c 1 SIZIE OP' l'LOT RltLATIONSHll' 

i-~iiO-p • ..c.. 16xl6 
(RIENARKS OVltR) 

HAMEOP'l'.O. 

Ca pt. Freese 
DHDHR. Ho.474P ,c • 
~8'98GpP•-i 

(RIEMARKS OVltR) 

ADD. 

SIZIE OP'l'LOT RIELATION 

....... 
~---------'-----'------------------------1 

o. 1 CLUIN 

--:D~QT=2=/~"~1~9=A/_TH_l_9_1 __ 7 ____________ 1_~Y~·--A-G~:~.--D=·:........:l ___ _:_ _____ D~~~~~2~DP'~J~'iL~!RJ;~·-N_T___..!\ ;;Ti~~D1t~A~T~H_.;._ ________ 6J. __ --_A_o_:_._~ __ o _. _ 1_ · _____ ___. 

l'ARISH, c . a . l'L. 0 ,. DEATH I l'ARlllH . c. e . l'L. OP' DEATH 

ST. PETER -:,.LA:=::C'::'l!':O-:P'.::B::IR::T:".H-""-'~:...._------!.:__ ___ U.,;iNlii!DUE;J.RT_A_.tK~l!.L:RWJ.1'..J.J~l.D..----------! l'LACll OP' BIRTH 

. I 
NAMll 

Annie J. 1-;"I Rl!MOVl!D TO 

7o34?/N°· 1 
VOL. IV 
NAME 

o . 

I STONIE I RllMOVIED TO 

UNDIERTAKIR 

GALLAGHER 
l'HYSIC:IAN CAUSE OP' DEATH a . OP'H. NO, 

C.F. GRIFFIN 

l'HYS ICIAN CAUSIE O P' DIEATH 

M. r})e. Influe nza 
NAMl!OP' l'.O . ADO. OAT& l'URCHASIEO MAMIE OP' l'.O. 

ADD. 

Ce n* pne999 L/22 /n'.'. . Ca t. Freese 



mrr.rNO. EVANS 
VOL. VI 
NAMC 

William J. 
DATE OP' DEATH 

OATS OP' INTIERM&NT 

6/28/27 6/30/27 
PARI S H . C. B, PL. OP' D&ATH 

St. Agnes Univ. of California Hasp 
PLACE OP' BIRTH UNDERTAKER 

New Orleans, La . Tetley & Whelan 
PHYSICIAN CAUS& 01' DEATH B. 01" H. NO. 

E. J. Minter Carcinoma left vocal cord 
H AMS OF P . O. 

Capt. Freese 
DIU!D HR. NO 474P e Ce 

B-'™ P. C, 
SIZIOF P LOT 

16xl.6 

ADO. DAYS PURCHASID 

4/22/03 
RELATIONSHIP 

NAME 

DATE Of' DEATH 

9/16/27 
PARISH, C. B. 

St. Drnni nic 
PLACE Of' B IRTH 

San Francisco 
PHYSICIAN 

c. Mathe 
NAME Of' P.O. 

Capt. Freeae 
DIEED SER. Ho.474 pt 

B-'t900:-P• =tl. 

FREESE 

Joseoh C , · 

c t S IZE 01' PLOT 

16x16 

18TO; I R EMOVED TO 

M. 

AG& 

D. I DAT& 

9/: 
PL. OP' DEATH 

St. Mary ' s Ho sp11 
UHOERTAKI~ 

Carew & English 
CAUSE 01' DEATH B.OP' I 

Alcoholism 
ADD. 

R ELAT IONSHIP 

(RltMARKS OVER) 
~ ( REMARKS OVER) 

HAMlt 

~NER 
... EVANS 

NAME 

WiJ liam 

s. I ' 
STOHi! I Rl!MOVltOTO 

Ha11 x 
2 

REMOVED TO 

DATE 01" D&ATH 

01/11/1928 I 3~ rr 2~ DAT&OI' 

10/1 
DATE 01" DEATH 

. 10/13/3Q ~~ -- I ... D . 

DATE 01' INTE RMENT 

1 1 4 28 
P'AR ISH , C. II. PL. 01' DEATH PARISH, C. 9. P'L. OF DEATH 

~M_S_G_R~·C_AN~-TWE~_L_L~~~~~~R~o~s~s~G_e_n_e~r~a_l..;_;H~o_s~i~t~a_..:;:.l~--t · St. Ignatius 57 H111way Ave • 

~LAC& OF' DIRTH UH OllRTAKltR PLACE OP' BIRTH UHOllRTAKllR 

PHYSICIAN CAUSlt OF DltATH B. OP' H . NO. 
CAUSE 01' DltATH .. ( 

--=J~.RA==.Y;:;;._K=.=EA=.::.T~O~N~~~~-P_N_E_U_M_O_N_I_A~~~~~~~~~----J. ~E~ • .__,,J~.,.__.Mu......,n~t~e~r--~~~--""'A~dr=...ze=n=a~l'--"'c~e=r~o~i=n~o=m=a=--......, 

HAMii OF P .O. ADO. OA'n; PURCHASED 

Ca t. Freese 
DEED SER. HO. 47 4 p • c t SIU 01' PLOT RELATIONSHIP 

~-~;13=, 16xl6 
4~ 

I 
(REMARKS OV&R) 

~SE 
o. s. A. 

I .. ~ I 
... 

D 6 2 

NAME 
REMOVED TO 

Catherine ;1i 
DATE OF DEATH 

1/31/37 I 6J. 
DATE 01' INTERMENT AGE 

1. 
PARISH, C. B. 

PL. 01' DEATH 

Star of' Sea 7 5'7 - 3rd Ave . 
,.LACE 01' BIRTH 

UHDllRTAKElt 

Louisiana Carew & English 
PHYSICIAN 

CAU SE OF DEATH B. OP' H. HO. 

T. B. Leland Carcinoma uterus 
NAME OF P.O. 

ADO. DATE PURC HASED 

Cant. Freese 4/22/03 
r I 

HAMEOI" P'.O. 

Capt. Freese 
DEED HR. NO. 474P .c e 

.e~-P. • ...o. 
(REMARKS OVER) 8 -110 :l!SM 

S IZ& 01" PLOT 

16xl6 

EVANS 

NAME 

Claire E, 

1 4~ DATSOl'D&ATH 

5/11/38 
PARISH, C. II. 

st. Agnes 
PLACE 0 1' BIRTH 

San Franc i sco 
PHYSICIAN 

ADD. 

R&LATIONSHIP 

D . .. A 

D 6 r 
t; 

STONE I RIEMOVllO TO 

x .,_ 
?ol 

DAT& Ol' I 

s/u 
PL. 01" DltATH 

Univ. of Califo1 
UNDERTAKllR 

Carew & English 
CAUSll OP' DEATH a. 0 

D. Jones Spontane ous subarachnoid hem1 
NAME 0 1' P.O. ADO. 

Capt. Freese 
, DUD l'R NO 47 'p f'! 91%11 P l' PLOT ltltLATIONSHIP 



INTERMl!NT NO. 

136501 
VOLVIII 

NAMlt 

PARIS H, c. B. 

P. 

I ~Nit I RltMOVKD TO 

PL. OP DltATH PARISH. C. B. 

St. Dominic 

I D. I 
s. I 

A. 

D 6 
lsTo; I 

A&MOV£DT0 

AGE I DATii 

M, D. 11. 
I 

l'L.. OP DllATH 

Stanford Hospita: 
l'LACE OP" BIRTH UNDERTAKltR PU.Cit OP" BIRT'H UNOERTAKl!R 

~S~a~n~F~r~a==n~c~i~s~c~o;;._~~~~C_a_r_e_w~&~En---'g=--l_i_s_h~~~~~-----: ~S~a~n=---=F~r~a:-=..::n!=-=i~s~c~o'--------~~C==a~r~e~w--.::=&:.......::Eng=c~l~i~s~h:..-­
l'HYSICIAN 

Dr. Rene Bine 
Coron~r~u~8o'!tl'S ion 
Arterio!Jclerosis 

B. OP"H. HO. 

1073 
PHYS ICIAN CAUSlt OP" DEATH • • 01 

K. D. Gardner 
NAMl£0P"P.O. ADD. DATK P'URCHA8KD NAMK Of'" .... o. AOD. 

Capt. Freese 4/22/03 
DHDHR. No47 4 P .c • 
-B-!7~. c. 

SIZE OP PL.OT RKLATIONSHIP 

16xl6 
(IUIMARKS OVl£R) .. ...... 

I 

.. A • P . I G. 

6 2 2 5 
MASSON 175683NO. 

VOL.. 

ISTO~E I Rt:MOVKD TO 
NAME 

Hel en Marie 

D. I AGll DATE OF INTERM ENT 
DATii OP" DEATH 

11/12/54 .... 11/16/54 
l'ARI S H . C. B. 

l'L.. OF DKATH 

Rev. A. Mulfer Laguna Honda Home 
l'LAClt 01" BIRTH 

UNOERTAKltR 

San Francisco Carew & Enslish 
tl'HYSICIAN 

CAUSE OP" DEATH a.OFH.NO. 

H. W. Turke l 
DATii l'URCHASllD ADD. 

NAMll OP" P.O. 

4/22/03 Capt. Freese 
DlllD Sl!R. NO. 47 4 p • c JIZE OP l'L.OT 

lllKLATIONSHIP 

~ ?'a--C. 16xl6 
~40 

( REMARKS OVER I 7·53 IOM 

EVANS I;· I ~· ~· 
~~-'-=-~'--;;;_--'-~~-'-~~=--.;;;....-

... 
I 

CJ. 

2 2 

NANI: I STONE I RllMOVltD TO 

Frances Murray x 
DATI: 01' DU.TH 

2/9/66 
~ARISH. C. a. 

Our Lady of Angels 
PL.ACK OP BIRTH 

Rhode Island 
l"HYSICIAN 

NAM ll OPP.O. 

DATit OF INTIRMll:NT 

2/12/66 
PL. OP DllATM 

Burlingame, Calif. 
UNDIERTAKll.R 

Patterson & O'Connell 
CAUSlt OP DEATH 

ADD. 

8. OP'H. NO. 

DATI: PURCHASED 

I. /"l"l /l\'3 

Capt. Freese 
DltED HR. No.4 7 4 p • c • SIZIE OP" PL.OT REL.ATIONSHll' 

8-~98Q P.,.-Q.. 16xl6 
(REMARKS OVllR) 7.59 ICM 

TURNER I~ 
NAME 

Rl:MOV&DTO 

Raphael Rvans 
DATii OP" DllATtt DATii 01 

12/14/61 1 
PA.RISH.C. a. PL. OPDllATH 

St. Gabriel San Francisco 
PLACE OP 81RTH UNDllRTAKllR 

California Carew & English 
l'HY81CIAN CAU81l OP DKATH 8. ' 

NAMKOP ... O. ADD, 

Capt. Freese 
DUD 81lR. NO. SIU OP PLOT RELATIONSHIP 

474 P. C. l6xl6 
IRl£MARKS OVllR) 12.eo 21Jw 

I nterm9ii'i'No. NAME Ar• 

237769 FREESE 2 
Vol. 

Cate o Death a 

11/5/1898 

unera 

Du an's 17th 

4 
Siu of P!gt C>ec'd pe11t1gg1p11 



P. o. 
VOL. v ·1. 1 D 6 2 2 
NAME STONE I REMOVED 'NCX 

x Calvary Louise iii . 
DATE 01' Dl:ATH 

DATE 01' INTl:RMl!NT 

05/07/1865 
AOE I 

-~-- .... :--lo. G/21/39 
PARISH, C. B. 

PL.ACI: 01' BIRTH 

PHYSICIAN 

N AME OP' P.O. 

Capt. Freese 
DEED SltR. NO. 47 4 p • C • 

B-7-900--P.r -G • 
(REMARKS OYllR) 8-110 2!SM 

SIXE 01' PLOT 

16xl6 

PL. OF DEATH 

UNDERTAKER 

CAUSE OF DEATH B. 01' H. NO. 

ADD. DATE "URCHA•ED 

4/22/03 
RELATION8HIP 

ll~~~g4No. MASS 
VOL. ..,.. 

NAME 

Victoria J. 
I 8T ONl: I REMOYl:D ~. 

x Cal vacr 

1-~ 
AOI: 

--,,~- 1 
DAT1 

DATE 01' DEATH 

06/17/1868 6M. 

.. ARISH. C. 8. 
PL.. 01' DEATH 

SAN FRANCISCO , CP. 

PL.ACK 01' BIRTH UNDl:ln'AKl!ll 

:xet)Qil(HO{ CAU•I: 01' Ol:ATH 

(ClllID OF F .P. & MARIA MASSOO) MEMINGITIE 

NAMEOl'P.O. 

Capt. Freese 
DHD SER. Ho.474P •Ce 

B-?-98G--P.r 0-. 
(REMARKS OVER) 8-50 25M 

ADD. 

SIXE 01' PLOT ltl:L.ATIONI 

l6xl6 

MASSON o. MASSON 

I •TONI: I REMOVED '5'l€ 

Frances ,Jane x Calvar, 
NAMK 

DATK OF Dl:ATH 

03/16/1875 
DAT 

N AMI: STONE I REMOVED "'GX 

Frsn ci s .T . x Cal vary 
DATE OP' DEATH 

08/13/1872 G/21/39 
OAT& 01' INTIRMIHT 

PARl•H. c. B. PL.. OF DEATH PARISH, C. 8. ..... Ol'DEATH 

SAN FRANCISCO, 
PLACI 01' BIRTH UNDERTAKER PL.ACE 01' BIRTH UNDl:RTAKl:R 

~N CAUSE OF DEATH a.OP'H.NO. ~ CAUSI: OP' DltATH 

(CHILD OF F . P & MARIA MASSON) (CHILD OF F . P.&MARIA) 
NAME OP' P.O. ADD. OATlt PURCHA8EO NAMlt OP' P.O. 

Capt. Freese 4/22/03 
' DEED HR. NO. 47 4 p • c • 817.I 01' PLOT RELATIONSHIP 

B-'798e- -P..- -o-. l 6xl6 
(RIMARKS OY&ll) 8.110 2!1M 

INTERMENT NO. 

127657 ~.ASSON 
VOL. T 

NAME 

Maria 
004/1°8/1886 
PARISH. C. B. 

PL.ACE OF BIRTH 

PHYSICIAN 

NAME OP'P.O. 

Q@ pt 0 "'reono 

Capt. Freese 
DEED SER. No474p e c • 
B-~QSQ-Py S. 

(REMARKS OYER ) 8-SO 2!SM 

.. 
•TONE I REMOVED -ex 
x Calvary 

817.ltOP' PLOT 

16xl 

o . 

AOll DATE OF INTERMllNT 

M. D. 6/21/39 
' .. L.. OP' DEATH 

SAN FRANCISCO , CA 
UNDERTAKER 

CAU•E OF DEATH B. OF H. NO. 

ADD. DATE PURCHA•&D 

4/22/03 

ADD. 

lllLATIO 



Mrs. Christine 0. Stinson 
Office Supervisor 
Holy Cross Cemetery 
Post Off ice Box 1577 
Colma CA 94014-0577 

March 11, 1997 

«/ 
/' 

RE: D - 6 - 2 - 2 - 1 /12 <Freese/Evans/Turner/Cluin Plot) 

Dear Mrs. Stinson: 
I very much appreciate the great amount of information you have sent 

me in the past concerning my parents, paternal grandparents and paternal 
great grandparents in the Freese/Evans plot in your cemetery. You have 
sent me copies of 26 file cards of relatives of mine buried in that plot. 

The cards show "Capt. Freese" as the plot owner. He is Andrew C. 
Freese, who was my grandfather William James Evans's brother-in-law, as 

he married my grandfather's sister Catherine Evans Freese. The cards also 
show a deed serial number of "B 7980 P.C." which is crossed out and 

replaced with 1147 4 P.C." Would it be possible to obtain a copy of t~at deed? 
I am enclosing a stamped self-addressed envelope for your convenience. 

Sincerely, 

Mrs. Eleanor Evans Borkenhagen 
623-13th Street 

Huntington Beach CA 92648-4039 



HOLY CROSS CEMETERY 
Colma 

March 20, 1997 

MOUNT OLIVET CEMETERY 
San Rafael 

Mrs. Eleanor Evans Borkenhagen 
623 - 13th Street 
Huntington Beach, CA 92648-4039 

HOLY CROSS CEMETERY 
Menlo Park 

RE: D - 6 - 2 - 2 - 1/12 (Freese/Evans/Turner/Cluin Plot) 

Dear Mrs. Borkenhagen: 

In response t o your r ecent request, please find a copy of the deed. 

Please be assured of our desire to be of service in all matters pertaining to the cemetery. 

Sincerely, 

Christine 0. Stinson 
Off ice Supervisor 



Christine O Stinson 
Office SupervlSor 
Hol1J Cross Cemetery 
P.O.Box 1577 
Colma CA 94014-0577 

Dear Ms Stinson, 

November 6, 1995 

It was a pleasure speaking with you on the phone th1s morning and I 
c3n not tell you enough times how much I appreciate the help you have 
been to me rn locating my parents, paternal grandparents and paternal 
great grandparents in the FreeseiEvans plot and my maternal grnndparents 
rn the Collrns plot. This request for genealogical reseorch concerns the 
child I mentioned to you on the phone: Margaret Collins, who would have 
been my ount, 1f she hod lived. She is not buried with her porents in the 
Collins plot, according to your records. She predeceased her Mother by 
about 1 O years and her Father by about 28 years. Since you indicated you 
have a Chlldren's Section at Holy Cross, it is highly probable she is buried 
there. 

I am enclosing a Genealogical Research form for Margaret with what 
llttle I know of her, a'3 wen as my check for $20.00 and o stamped, self­
addressed envelope. Any inf ormat 10n you have wi 11 be appreciated. 

Very truly yours, 

(Mrs ) El ea nor Evans Borkenhagen 
623-13th Street 
Huntington Beach CA 92648-4039 
(714) 535-8523 

Enclosures 

---
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proceed t 

... ,.. . ... .. ' ~ ""' 
Rtgulattons for J;o1y £ross £tmtttry ... .. ":' ... 

Should any of the 
t:;;~:.:.:.~:.:..~..::.::!:...:;,:r::::.t=~.::..:.="-"..,.........,"¥"eriotenaeot shall 

·~ 

1 inten' ed m numents or other 
,.. rchbishop. 

e right to refuse permission for the 

., . 

. ' 

I 

I 

erection of improper it e, r the use of the Cem~tery to per- .. 
-~-S6nswh~m1iy-m-irn11~m~~~:Wfi""'mu~=;• ~ 1·~. ~=----~------"' 

,...,.. 
1 

13'. The ~rading, w~r· l t and, furnishing ~( Jc»m wil.1 be 
done by the Superintendent. 

14. The outside walls of plots to be but two (2) feet high, except 
• places specified; and to come flush with outside tines of plot," so that 

~ •• oven space shall exist between adjoining lots; the foundations for 
-1a.ls and monuments to be six (6) feet under ground. 1 

1.gree to all the within and above Conditiuns and Regulations. . . 
(·s· d)• • I ,,. ". 

igtze -----------·--!-------:·----------;,,~----------· ... 
San Francisco, . • /--------------------;'<JO ---·f l 



HOLY CROSS CEMETERY 
Colma 

April 27, 1995 

MOUNT OLIVET CEMETERY 
San Rafael 

Mrs. Eleanor Evans Borkenhagen 
623 - 13th Street 
Huntington Beach, CA 92648 

HOLY CROSS CEMETERY 
Menlo Park 

RE: D - 6 - 2 - 2 - 1/12 (Freese/Evans/Turner/Culin Plot) 

Dear Mrs. Borkenhagen: 

In response to your recent request, all the information in our 
burial records on those family members in the above referenced 
location is enclosed. 

Also enclosed is a genealogy research form for any future 
inquiries. There is a $20.00 per plot research fee and I have 
enclosed an envelope for your convenience in returning this fee . 

Please be assured of our desire to be of service in all matters 
pertaining to the cemetery 

Sincerely, 

c~ls!:::; 
Off ice Supervisor 

Enclosure 



Holy Cross Cemetery 
Post Off ice Box)577 
Colma CA 94015 

Dear Sirs: 

March 22, 1995 

I k.now both my parents and both sets of grandparents are buried in 
Holy Cross, but don't know who else is buried in each plot, date of death, 
cause of death, age at death etc. Do you have any of that type of 
information in your files? 

EVANS-FREESE Plot: Dor. 6-2-2-1 to 12 
Father: Wi 11 i am Ha 11 Evans 
Mother: Frances Murray Evans 
Grandt ather: Wi 11 i am James Evans 
Grandmother: Marie Louise Masson Evans 
and who else? 

COLLINS Plot 
Grandmother: Nora Gallagher Col I ins 
Grandfather: John W. Col I ins 
Aunt: Margaret Col I ins 
and who else? 

I am enclosing a stamped self-addressed envelope and am willing to 
pay for a record search and/or for photocopies. Any information you can 
provide wi 11 be greatly appreciated. 

Very truly yours, 

(Mrs.) Eleanor Evans Borkenhagen 
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:r 3~'i1f '8 ""· I 
VOL. ·r v 

I ~s I .. I .. I 43 COLLINS 
L 

NAMll Rt:MOVEDTO 

Nora G, 
DATE OF DllATH I 4~ D. I 10/29/19 

AGll DATE OF INTERMENT 

10/27/19 M. 

PARISH, C. 9. PL. OFDllATH 

C, E. Taylor Appe:ndectomy 
NAMll OFl'.O. ADD. DATii: PURCHASED 

Jno. W. Collins 3524-2lst St. 10/27/19-
Dl!l!D Sl!R. NO. alZll OF PLOT Rl!LATIONSHll' 

B-12054 P, C. 6x8 
(REMARKS OVl!R) 

INTllRMllNT NO. D. 

1 2 33:10 
VOL. v-1 COLL:LNS 

L 
NAMIE REMOVED TO 

John Williom 
DATE OF DEATH l 6+_ 4:. 2~. l DATii: OF INTERMENT 

3/8 /38 3/6/38 
PARISH, C. a. l'L. OF DEATH 

St. James St, !.lnry 1 s Hosoi tnl 
Pl.ACll OF lllRTH UNDERTAKER 

Carew & English 
~~~~~~~~~~ 

~o. Attlesboro,Mass. 
PHYSICIAN CAUSI! OF DEATH 11.0FH.NO. 

B. J. Buckley Pulmonary embulus 
NAME OFP.O. ADD. DA Tll PURCHASED 

Jno. W. Collins 3524-213t St. 10127 /19 
DEED SIER. NO. SIZE OF PLOT Rt:LATIONSHll' 

B-12054 P. C. 6x8 
(RE MARKS OVIEl'I) 

COLLINS 

NAMll 

Sarah Teresa 
DATE OF DEATH 

6/26/58 I ~/10.7.~ D. I 6/30/58 
DATii: OF INTERMENT 

PARISH. C. 8. PL. OF DEATH 

St, James San Francisco 
PLACE OF lllRTH UNDllRTAKSR 

Massachusetts Sullivan 
PHY•ICIAN CAUSll OP' DEATH a. OFH. NO, 

NAMEOFl'.O, ADD. DATii: PURCHASED 

Jno. W. Collins 3524-2lst St. 10127 /19 
~ I 

DEED Slll'I. NO. SIZll OP' PLOT RELATIONSHIP 

B-12054 P. C. 6x8 
I REMARKS OVER) IMIS 29M 



HOLY CROSS CEMETERY 
Colma 

July 31, 1997 

MOUNT OLIVET CEMETERY 
San Rafael 

Mrs . Eleanor Evans Borkenhagen 
623 - 13th Street 
Huntington Beach, CA 92648 - 4039 

Re: L - 75 - 42/43 

Dear Mrs . Borkenhagen: 

HOLY CROSS CEMETERY 
Menlo Park 

In response to your recent request, we have enclosed a photocopy of 

the deed. This is a photocopy of what is on our microfilm so the 

copy is not great. 

I would guess that Jno . was an abbreviation of John as that is what 

shows on the deed . 

Sincerely, 

~~<-~ (!)~ 
Christine 0. Stinson 
Off ice Supervisor 
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