/// DECENDE::. OF ABRAM GOLDEN COWNOVER AND HIS WIFE ANN OWEN

; Abram Golden was the second son of Peter Wilson Cownover and his first
4 wife Evelyn B. Golden, Born May 8, 1830 and died Sept. 27, 1890, Ann Owen was

the oldest child of Seele Owen and his first wife Lgdia Earle, born Jan. 8, 1839
and died Nov. 26, 1895, Their marriage took place Feb. 26, 1857,

I, ABRAE'GOLIENWEONOVER, July 24, 1858, and ELIZABETH LOVELESS, March 7, 1861,
were ed December 4, 1879,

A. Ann Conover, August 30, 1880 and John Funk, April 16, 1880, were married
March 7, 1901, -

1. Bruce Funk, March 20, 1905, and Reva Henrie, were married in-iééé
a. Doris Funk, 1930
b, Dean Funk, 1932
2. Rex Funk, February 13, 1912, and Catherine Skidmore, married in 1932,
a, Sandra Funk, 1932
b, Louise Funk, 1934
3. Clyde Funk, July 21, 1915.
. 4, Tess Funk, August 6, 1917, and Guy Davis, married in 1933,

5. Jack Funk, December 3, 1919.

6. _Genevieve Funk, March 19, 1922,

B. Alta Conover, 1882 and Mark Tuttle, married about 1902,

——

1. Hugh T ”uftle( 1904, affﬁfaurel Poulsen, lMarried in .
\

‘s« 8, Jennie Tuttle,(iif%/)

b, Hugh Mark Tuttle, 1927.

2. Howard Tuttle, 1906, and Emily Nelson, married in ;

3. Ward Tuttle, 1908, and Ardita Best, married in __ »

4, Irene Tuttle, 1915,

M‘——\'
C. Seele Golden Conover, August 6, 1883, and Ethel Jensen, November 6, 1883,
married May 13, 1902,
1. { Kenneth Eldon Conover, November 15,L1902, an@ Stella Gonotg;4 July 12,
1907, married in July 12, 1926. s

. a. Thomas Conover, May 27, 1933, -
R
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" CONOVER , A variotion of the olds dutch name which appeears in
earliest records as COVENHOVEN, COURVENHOVEN, KOURVENEOVEN and

van COUVENHOVEN . The form Kouwenhoven is retuined by the branch
of family living in Long Island,
New Jersey line iwge Comover,
ALR“IS.
LApgent,a cross azure,on a canton three leopards heads erased ,
gules -Crest a 1a0para' head of the shield between two mings
e addorsed; the dexter Argent, the sinister azure, y

HOTTO 5equit ur Vietoria fortes( Victory follows the brave,)

"Wolfert Gerretsen Van Couwenhoven came from iAmersfoort,rovince
of Utrecht, Netheriands, to Rensellaerswyek,liew York in 1630
where he was Cuprentendant of Farms --- Then he removed to
Manhattan Island, June 1637 purchased land from the Indians in

Flatland and Flatbush, , : ,
He came in the ahi?” Bendracht”, landed “arch 21-1630 —
Bendracht)

Y/ WA/ bedd/f/ "His birthplace -imerefoort " s AT 3
WaEar BTN es $hsTeure £ive Iines for this record 1t must be condensed
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From Béok @ "Genealogieal & Iemorial Hagteyy of lew uersay"
(pub.1910) by Francis THIBIEY Lee.
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for Generation 6. The will of Yominicus Covenhoven (nemed for hig mothertes

is not listed in the index of (brother,Dominicus)
name8 but appears on page one eleven,:

"New Jerssy Archives, Series 1, Volume 34, paze 111 (under Wills,)

Here you find the i1 of Dominicus Covenhoven , of 'INDy@BgTO" NCIHIF,

Middlesex county, llew Jersey was mada & dated April 18-1779 and vas
"rrospdiaTay 1o s (“ophendig? PATYEER, 210,32088) VEETAL Brones

“haog: gi%“ﬁ L1 sw soﬂna?ogn 11 {am, Inventory July 18-1778

6003133 3 (won*y véluef COmnleta copy of wills iLiber 20,p.l84,
itnesses to willilioses Groom,Zlisha Cook,David Slaback,




COHOVER GENEZOLOGY

ls Wolfert Gerretse Van Couwenhovem was a native of dmersdoort,
Frovince of Utrecht, Holland, The exact date of his birth is not knowa probably
around 1588 as the first information which gemeologists have beem =ble to learn
of him is that he landed in what was known as New Jmsterdam America, im the year
16350, He was somewhere near forty years of age at that time,

It is not known who his ancestors were although his father's name was
most probably Gerret Vam Couwenhovem, as it was customary in that day for children
t0 receive the first name of their father as their second givem mame, If has deen
said that the name Comwenhoven in the Datch language is a derivation of the $wo words
"gattle killer™, which accordingly leads one to the comclusion that the anmcestor who
first assumed the name was doubtlessly a butcher by cccupation.

Wolfert brought with him t¢ Amerisa his wife, Neeltje, and his three nul;'.
Jagob, Gerret, emd Pleter, It is mot kmown what his wife's mame was or who her
ancestors were. ‘

A% the time Wolfert landed at New imsterdam (the msme of which was later
changed to New York) the colony was sizteen years old, having been established by
the Dutch ia 1614, which was sixz years prior %o the time the Pilgrims landed at
Fiymoth Rock. Wolfert was a farmer By occupation and after having first gone up the
Hudson River to Albany where he lived for six years, he moved to a new farming
district at what was fhen called Flatlands on lLong Island where he homesteaded a
large track of land., The land which consisted of his farm is now part of the city
of Brookiym New York,

(2) Gerret Wolfertse Van Comuwemhovem, the second son of VWolfert, was im
his late teens whem he emigrated to America with his father im 1630, Like his father
he was born in Amersfoort, Hollamd, about the year of 1612, Gerret married Miss
Altje Cool, a daughter of Cormelius Cool, amother Dutch emigrant to America. Gerret
had four children of which Willlam was the oldest., The exact date of Gerrei's death
i3 not imown but if was probably somewhere near his 30th year as his widow married
Mr. Albert Albertszen on August 27, 1648,

(3) Williem Gerretse Van Comwenhovem was borm im 16356 at Flatlands, long
Island and was merried twice. The name of his first wife was Altje Brinkerhof?
Hathews,; widow of Cormeiius Mathews. She was bornm in Holland either in 1634 or 1638,
and died June 3 1663, The first wiie died two years after their marriage leaving one
child,.. The second wife of William was Miss Jamnetje lontfoort whom he married on
February 12, 1666, and who was a duaghter of Pster lontfoort and Sarah De Planceken,
Janet je was borm at Wallbout, lomg Island, now a part of Brooklym New York,

The family resided at Brooklyn, Iong Island, of which place Williem was
magistrate in the years 1661 to 1664, He was also & Deacon in the Brooklym Reformed
Datch Church, He signed his mame as William G, Comwenhoven.

He bhad twelve children, most of whom upon reaching adult age moved over to
Mormouth Commty, New Jersey. The minth child was named Johm, William lived %o a
very old age, being 92 at the time of his death,

(4) Johm Couwenhoven was borm April 9%h, 1681, at Flatlands, long Island,
In 1704 he married Jacoba Van Derveer, the daughter of Cormelius Van Derveer and his
wife, Tyntje Gillis De Mandeville, who e&fi rated from Holland in 1659.



-aleng with his other brothers, Johm and his family removed to New
Jersey in 1705 settling at Frechold im Middlesex County. John and his wife had
eight children all of whom were borm mear Freehold, New Jersey. The youngest
0f the eight ohildren was Domenicus. All of his children settled first at Penn's
Hook New Jersey and then most of them moved to Kentucky and from there some
went to Illinois.

(5) Domemicus, the youngest of Johm CGouwenhoven's childrem, was bora
at Freehold New Jersey in 1730, He married Mary Updike whose paresnits are not
. known., Domemicus, with his four oldest sons, John, Willlam, levi, and Gerrettsen,
gorved through the Revolutionary Var being the Middlesex CUompany of the New
Jersey troups.

As was the custom in that day, the colomists fought during the swmmer
and then retired to their farme to spend the winter., While on his winter leave
of absence, Domenicus was struck and killed by lightaning while plowing his field
in thes early spring of 1777.

(6) Peter Cownover, the youngest son of Domemiocus, was borm February
9, 1769 and was eight years of age at the time of his father's death. In January
of 1787, Peter married Hannah Coombs, who was the daughter of Judge Jomatham and
Martha Coombs, Peter and Hannsh Cownover were the parents of mnine childrem, the
eighth of which was Peter Wilson Cownover,

Peter Cownover and his family moved to Eentucky in 1793 the same
year as Daniel Boome entered that state. They seitled in Woodruff County mear
the town of Versailes where Peter Wilson was borm.

Being of the opinion that the land was richer and the pastures
greensr farther West, Peter and his family moved to Iundiana im 1819, where they
stayed only three years. They them moved %o Morgan CJounty Illimois in 1822, and
homesteaded a large farm at Jersey Prairie, Peter died at his home in Morgan
County, Illimois, May 17, 1836,

“ (7) Peter Wilson Ogwnover, the eighth child of his father's family was
born on September 19, 1807, im Woodruff County, EKentmoky. Afier moving with his
parents to Morgan County, Illinois, he continwed working om his father's farm
until he married Eveline B, Goldenm, who was the daughter of Sarah Houghton amd
Abr;n. Golden, BHveline Golden was borm in 1809 and was married to Pater W. Cownover
in 1828,

Peter Wilson Cownover moved from the vicianity where his parenis .
lived to a large farm whioch he homesiecaded omly a few miles south of the present
oity of Hauvoo, Illinois, His farm was located mear the Mississippi River
at what was then called Golden's Point, Some mins years later the Mormoms were
driven from ifissouri and established themselves a fow miles north of Peter Wilson
CGownover's farm where they built the city of Nauveo. He was converted to the Uharch
and was baptized on May 27, 1840, his wife being baptized the same day. Prior to
this time he and his family had been identified with the CUampeolite Church.

Poter Wilson and his family passed through the troublesome $imes
which befell the Mormons at this period of their history. Ee worked for mearly
three years in the construction of the Nauvoo Temple and was an officer inm the
Hauvoo Legion being in the command of the Second Battalion., He was also a member
of the Prophet Joseph Smith's personal body guard., Whem the rest of the Mormons



left Fauvoo, Peter Wilson also accompanied them with his family., In the
midst of the irouble and bhardship existing at Wimter Quarters where the
Hormon people had temporarily camped on their way to the west, Peter Wilsom's
wife contracted malaria fover and died November 10, 1847, leaving tem
childrem, the youngest being only 18 months old., Im 1848 Peter Wilsom
emigrated to Utah with his family., Abram Goldem Cowmnover was the second lon
of Peter Wilsom and Evelyn Amn Owem;—ocldest child of Seele Owen and his -
first wide lydia Barie, born Janwary 8, 1839 and died November 25, 1895.
Their marriage took place Feb., 26, 1857, and they were the pareuntsof nine
children, the youngest being .ibram Golden, my grandfather who was boran July
24, 1858, and named after his father. He was married $o HElizabeth lLoveless
and their wedding day was Docember 4, 1879, They were the parents of mine
ghildren namely: 4Amn Conover, Alta, Clyds, Rita, Jess, Wilburn, Seele,
Chall and Redd.

Alta Conover born in 1882 and merpied iark Tuttle, 1902, and had
four children, Hugh, Howard, Ward and Ireme.

Zhe following is a Brief sketch of Mark Tuttle, who died Jume 10.
1949, of 2 heart ailment,

: Ho was the son of Ezariah and Mary Wilkins Tattle, and borm Jan.
14, 1880 in Manti, Sanpets county, and his father was & well-known shergfd
in Gmery County, who was responsible in rounding up the famous outlaw Joe
Walksr. He was employed in the mercantile business in imery couaty, and later
begame counbty clerk of Imery County. He was traveling state auditor in Utah
for many years and in 1922 was elected state audifor. In 1923 Mark Tuttle
founded the Utah State Asspocliation of County Officials and was the first
president, It might be added here there is mow a "Mark Tuttle Award" to
be givem annually to the most ouistanding county official who has distinguished
himgelf in public service, and is chosen by ballot, and presented at the
annual danquet of the County Cfficiels. 4 memorial to his love for public
‘work and great integrity. He was branch Manasger of the Associated General
Gontractors for 20 years and national president of the Managers' Asscciation
0f the 4.6.C. before his retirement in 1946, He was also active in the
Republican party circles, being Republican chairman of precinct 1l-A in 3alt
lake City and treasurer of the Republican assembly in los Angeles, He was
active in the Salt lake Oity Chamber of Commerce end chairman of the highways
comnittee many years. He hold membership in Ssit Lake Hotsry oclub, He
married Alta Conover in 1901.



roundir (Conover) Wolphert Gerretse van Couwenhoven (Conover) wag
born in 1580 in Holland. Iie was sent by the West India Co. to Hew
Amsterdam (New York) 'in 1625. It is thought by many histdfimns that
this area was settled six years prior to Plymouth Mass. in 1620 and
dates back to 1614. He bought his land directly from the Indians

and was located at old Bowery Road, later known as Division St. New
York. Later he established the first white settlement of Tong Island.
He was elected the Great Burgher of New Amsferdam, Superintendant of
FFarms and QOverseeer of the Poor. '

PATRIOT: Dominicus Cownover, who with his three sons fought all through
the Revolutionary war. Through the grandmother 's line it leads direct-
ly to Col. Joabd Houghton, who was the first volunteer from the State of
New Jersey in the revolutionary war and the citizens of Hopewell New
Jersey erected a monument to him. Upon a Sabbath morning news canme

to a little Baptist church of the Battle of ILexington, fought Apr. 19th,
and reaching Hopewell during divine services. Col. Houghton mounted a
great block stone in front of the meeting house and told them the news
from Boston and how the red coats were shooting down their brothers.

He was the center and inspiration of a band of patriots who rallied
around him, he made the first appeal in the state for volunteers to
defend their couniry 's honor and to fight British tyranny. 1In closing
he said "Men of New Jersey, the red coats are murdering our brethren

of New England. "Who Follows Me To Boston? Gwvery man said "I". |
The stone remains in it 's original condition and serves as a capstone
to the Patriots monument. The inscription on the monument relates the
foregoing and also. "The stone relic is all that remains of the im-
preséive scene which it was the silent witness and we have honored it
with a conspicuous position besides the monument of our most illust-
rious hero. Future generations will be reminded of a patriot whose
memory a greatful nation delights to honor. Patrick Henry fired the
southern hearts in his declaration "Give me Libery or death" at the
same time James Otis stirred New BEangland and the fame of these two men
ig wide and broad as the nation- "Who will not say the words of Houghton
"Who Will Follow HMe To Bcston" does not entitle this patriot to rank
with Henry and Otis upon the plank of patriotism upon which they stand.



An Outline of Grandparents following the revolution und their part

in western history.

Petor Wilson homesteaded a Tarm only a few miles south of tie present
city of Fauvoo, Illinois. Some nine yoars later the kormons wore
driven from jlissouri and established and built the city of Xauvoo.

He was converted to the church in 1340. iie was chosen to be the
personal body guard to Prophet Joseph sSmith and helped to construct
the Nauvoo temple and passed through the troublesome times which
befell the Mormons. He was an officer in the Wauvoo Jegion, being in
command of the 2nd Battalion. When the lormons left Nauvoo for YWinter
Quarters, his wife fGveline died at 31 of typhoid iever, leavihg fnim
with ten children, the youngest being only 18 months old. Yetzr was

a Colonel in the Mormon pattalion . It was under his command that the
bloodiest war in Utah 's history was won against the Indians. It was
the Walkara war. Chief VWalkara was the fierce chief of the Utes and
his name and deeds struck terrox into the hearts of white men and
Indians alike. This account is related in the bhook "Walkara ilawk

of the Mountains.

Abram Golden Conover Sr: was the second son of Peter Wilson Conover
and he crossed the plains with his father when he was 17 years old in
1847. The first two companies organized to cross the plains v0 Utah
were Prigham Young and Heber C. Kimball. Brigham started one day and
Heber the foilowing. He was in Heber C. Kimball 's company and started
with three yoke of oxen and one yoke of cows. A diary was kept which
related the trouble with the Indians and extreme hardship. Abram
Conover was an Indian interpreter for a great many years and could
speak two or three different languages . He was first councilor to

‘the president of the church until he died.

Abram Conover Jr. was sent to Emery County by the church to settle this
remote area and he was the pioneer resident there. He burned the bricxk
for the first house built in the district and instrumental in building
numerous roads in the county. He‘served as constable of Yerron,(the
same time my Grandfather futtle was Sheriff of Emery County.




we

PATER WIXSON JOWKROVER

Yeter ¥wilson Cownovar, was the 8th child of Peter and
Hannan (Coomba) Cownover, daughter of Judge Jonathan and Kartha
sooubs. Peoter Wilson was born on Sept. 19, 1807 in Woodruff {o.
Xentucky.

After woving with his parents to Morgan County, illinois,
he continued woruing on his father's farm until L= married iveline
B. Golden, daughter of Abram Golden and Saran Houghton. Bvelins,
was born in 1809 and was married %o Peter ¥, in 1328.

Peter Wilson moved from the vicinity where his parents
livad to a large rarm which he homegteaded only a few miles south
of the present city of Hauveco, Illinois. His farm was located near
the lississippi Riber at what was then called Goldents Point. Some
nine years latsr the Kormons were driven from Hissouri and established
themselvss a few miles north of Feter Wilson Cownover's rara, where
they built the city of Nauvoo, e was converbted to the church and
was bapiiged on May 27, 1840. Frior to this time he and his family
had been identified with Campeelite Church. He passad thru the
troublssomes times which bperell the Hormons at this period of their
history. He worked for nearly three years in the construction of the
Neauvoo T2mple and was an officer in the Nauvoo Legion being in the
command of the sSecond Battalion. He was also Prophei Joseph smith's
personal body guard, When the rest of the Mormons left Hauvoo,
Pater W. also accompanied them with hie ramily, In the nidst of
the troubls and hacdshilp existing at Winter Quarters whers tha
Mormon people had camped on thsir way to the west, Feter Wilson's
wife contracted typhoid fever and died Nov. 10, leaving 10 c¢izildran,
the youngest 18 months old. In 1848 reter Wilson emigrated to Utah
with his children. Preter was an officer in the iormon Battalion,
he was a Colonei. His nawme is on the monument to these men in Salt
lake Clty.

It was undsr hiz command that the bloodiest war in Utan's
history was won ageinst the Indians. It was the VWalkara war, Chief
%¥alkare was the fierce chief of the Utes. His name and deseds struck
terror into the hearts of white men and Indians alike (Reference in
the book Walkara Hawik of the Mountains)

Peter V. died ept. 20, 1892 and the following were the
ehildren ol Pebsr ¥. and 3%veline Golden Jownover: Abram (olden
Azdén. Hodifhton;Chgyleds  Sapashy-Jjohn, Josannstts, Catherine, islphsus,
Zoraldas #yeline.



& "ABRAN G, JOHOVZi Jz.

#,Abgém.a. Conover Jv. 8on of . Abpaim G and Ann (Owens) born
Qn July 24%h 1858, He was a plonesr resident of Zmery County,
ébing- there in 188l.

He was county road supervisor for a number of years and
ihet:umantal in building numereous roads in the county, He burned
thé brick for the first house built in the district., He was active
in the cattle industry for man& yoars.

m?"- He served as aonatabla and was president of the Ferron :
irrxgatlon company tmr six years., He was married o alimabaﬁh,
@augmtan of James and Matilda Loveless, Their children were Anne,
éita, ¢lyda, Seel, Chalmer, Wilburn, Jess, :ita and eid. f

k Bore information can be ebbained in the History of San Fete

and Bmery County Utah, Chaptsr op Prominent Citizsns of Perron.



ABRAM G, CONOVER SR.

sAbram Golden Jonever 3r. was the second son of Peiler
Wilsen Conover, he cressed the plains with his rfather when hs
wag 17 yzars old in 1847, The firet twe companies organigzed to
croas the plains ware Brigham Youug and Hebar Kimball, Brigham
atarted ons day and Hebher the following. They were in Heber's
' e9mpany and sbtarted with three yoke of oxen and ene yoke of cows.

In the early part of hip life,; he was ongaged in war with

- the Indlens, #He was an Indian interprater for a great many years

and could speak two or three differant languages.
He was aobive in the church and was first coumncilor o
the president until he died, Sepb. 27, 18950«
He was married to Ann Owen, tne daughter of Seely amd Iydia
Ann Owen and their wedding dey was Feb. 26, 1857, Their children
were Abram G, Jr., ILydia, aAlta, Seeley, Wilbur, Don, Lols,
Alphsus and Hugh.



Col. Joab Houghton was the first volunteer from the
state of New Jersey to enter the revolutionary war.

On Sunday, April 23, 1775, news .of.the'battle of
Lexington reached'Hopewell while the peovle were
worshipping in the Pirst Baptist Church. Col. Houghton
mounted the great block stone in front of the meeting
house, used by ladies mounting their horses and called
all the people td assemble. He told them the news from
Boston, how the red coats were shooting down their
brothers and made this exclamation " Who will Follow

Me to Boston.! and every man answered. I.

On July 4 1886,a monument to Col Houghton was erected
by the citizens of Hopewell with the inscription on

the slab the same as quoted above.

At the dedication ceremony Jacob Weart closed the .
ceremony with the following.

"It is regretable the people know so 1little of Col.
Youzhton. Patrick Henry fired the southern hearts in
his declaration "Give me liberty or death", at the same
time James Ctis in Massachusetts stirred New England in
his resistance to the agression of the British Parliment
in taxing the colonies and the fame of these two men is
as wide and broad as the nation. Who will say the words
of Houghton " Who Will Follow Me to Boston" does not

entitle this patriot to rank with ' Henry and Otis upon the

plank of patriotism upon which they stand.

Ancestor to
Irene Tuttle Bunnell
Calif. Soc. # 1392



S8-38u©f New Jersey in the dar of the Revolution. 2 have assembled hsre
to=-day (0 ocolebrate thias event to erect and preserve the stone apomr which
the foet of Col. Houghton etood to tell the generations of nis walor,
patriotism and virtue, and forever after, and as long &s this republic stands
and men love liberty to see $hat his sacred memory shall not perigh from
the face of tho aarth, "1% is roegretable wa the peoplo know so little of
Col. Houghton. Patrick Henry fired the tHouthern heart in his declaration
Give me liborty or desth", at tho sams tims James Otis in Mmsgachusetts
stirred Bew Mugland in his resistance to the aggression of the Dritish
Parliment in taxing ths oclonies and the fame of these two mon ie as wide
and broad as the natione Who will say the Words of Houghton ™ino ~ill
Pollow Ma to Boaton™ doea not antitle this patriot to rank with Banry and
Otis opon tho plamk of patriotism upon which they stand."
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Van Kouwenhoven-CONOVER FAMILY HISTORY

This account of our earliest ancestors is from the New York Gen. & Bio.
Record by Lincoln C. Cocheu Vol 70 and el 2

Many persons are under the impression that a family to be worth while
must have descended from royalty. After reading histories of the old royal
families and following the newspaper accognts of the present possessors of
titles, wéware glad to report that we have yet to f£ind any royal taint in the
Kouwenhoven blood. "Early Dutch Settlers of Monmouth County,N.J. by Beekman
says..sf..I do not know of any of this name who have been convicted of aéy
famous crime. Their family history is remarkable free from a2ll dishonorsble
stains. To us that is much more to be desired.

1. Wolfert Gerritsz Van Kouwenhoven, the founder of the American family,
was at times called "Van Amersfoort" and sometimes "Van Kouwenhoven" although
usually only by his pétronymic "Gerritsz," It is certain that he came from an
estate named Kouwenhoven in the neighborhood of the city of Amersfoort in the
Netherlands. The late G. Beernink, a genealogist of Nykerk, Neth, Publ. in
1912 in Vol. 12 of the Werken of the Society Gelre, certain references to the
settlement of the colony of Rensselaerswyck in which he said:; "Wolfert Gerritsen,
a men in his fifties, had already been at the Menhattans and was to be head-farmer.
From an estate last occupied by him under the jurisdiction of Hoogland, near
Amersfoort, his descendants, adopted the name "Van Couwenhoven, although his
family name was Suype, Sube, Zuben, Supen, which appears even before 1400 in the
Veluwe (Province of Gelderland). Although of equally good ancestry as ven Rensselaer
and van Slichtenhorst, fortune had temporarily turned its back on him....His
father, Gerrit Wolferts Suype, having married Styne Roberts, was, as a prominent
citizen, buried in the chancel of the church at Nykerk, on December 12, 160k, His
son, Pieter Wulpherts, who like another son, Jacob Wulpherts, afterwards lived in
America, declared his intention to merry at Amersfoort in 1639. Mr. Berninﬁ'gave
no references for this information.

Although Wolfert Gerritsz was long believed to have first come to this
country in 1630, it is certéin that he was here earlier. The publication in 192L
of the so-called Van Rappard Documents under the title New Neth. Documents showed
that "Wolffaert Gerritsz urquestionably Van Kouwenhoven was one of the five "head-
farmer;" £'rst sent out by the Dutch West India Compeny. This was the Fongersz-
Hulft expedition which sailed shortly after April 22, 1625, The Verhulst's

expedition cerried the head farmers and arrived earlier in 162k, It is known

that the first farms on Manhatted Island were occupied in 1624 vy leases which ran









()
1756, Names his seven sons but does not mention wife or daughter. He married °
L1704 Jacoba Vanderveer daughter of Cornelius Janse Vanderveer and Trintje
de Mandeville, Their children were William, Trinke, Cornelius, Peter, Jan,
unnemed, Gerret, Jacob and Dominicua*, of Windsor, b. sbout 1730 and Married
Mary Updike.

Before continuing with Dominicus son of John some more information from
other sources will be mentioned.

[Monmouth County Vol. 3 Biographical Page T79]

Part of the battle of Monmouth was fought on the farm of a Couvenhoven and
it is likely that every member of the family took some part in that historic
battle, The name was.Kbuwenhoven. The first immigrant Wolfert G. was a son
of Gerret from Couvenhoven, the Dutch "se" added to a name signifying "son of"
and “van" meaning "from" thus Wolfert Gerretse Vanm Couvenhoven. CouveﬁhoVen
passed through different forms in this country, but finally became the less”'
combersome Conover, although the name is yet found in this country in its.
original form,

Wolfert Gerretse Van Couvenhoven, the American ancestor of this family,
came from Amersfoort, in the province of Utrecht, Hollemd, in 1630, and was with the
party of colonists who sailed up the Hudson to Remnsselaerwyck (near Albany) where
he was employed by the Dutch patroon as a farm superintendent. Later he returned
to New Amsterdam, where he was a farmer, and in 1657 was enrolled among the
burghers of New Amsterdam. He was & man of substance, and his sons, Gerret,
Jacob, and Peter were also men of property. Flatlands, on L.I., became the
family home, and there the family was an important one.

[From special collections section in library from these sources Texandrias VIII

p. 207-211, Heraldike Bibliotheek, 1876 p. 2k2, De Navorscher, XXI, p. 359,

XXIIT p. 80. Henr., V. Berkum's Beschrijving van Schoonhoven p. 565, 566, 568

569-70, 571-k, Description of Schoonhoven, pub. 1762, J. J. Dodt's Archief
voot kerkelijke en] B

The original seat of the Van Kouwenhoven family was the castle of Couwenhoven or

Coudehove, situated on the banks of a little stream called the Dommel, near the
village of Tongerle in Brabant. Tongerle was once the capital of the Old Germanic
tribe of the Tongeren, the sons of Tonger or Donar, the god of Thunder. Be Caesar
in his work "de Ballo Gallico" they are called the "Tungri". The family which
possessed the castle of Coudehove or "Cold Court” and derived its family name
therefrom, possessed also from the earliest feudal times the village of Tongerle
with its jurisdietion.
When, in the latter half of the Fifteenth -Century the Duke of Brabant of the Burgand
House became Lord of all the Netherlands, many of the van Couwenhovens, like other
Brabanders, began to spread over the Northern Netherlands, forming new branches of
the family there while the older branch continued itself in Brabant.

1. The first Van Couwenhoven we find in the Province of Utrecht was Jan,
who in 1472 belonged to the Court of the Bishop of Utrecht. A nephew of this
first Van Couwenhoven, another Jan, married in Brabant, Maria van ‘Amerongen
daughter of Jacob van Amerongen of Utrecht who was a councilar at Mechelen(Malines)
in Brabent. Through the Vicissitudes of war Jan found himself at Schoonhoven just
outside the Bishopric of Utrecht and with which the Bishops were often in trouble.
When the city was finally subdued by the princes of the House of Burgand, a new
Government was established there.

Among the early magistrates we find the names of Willem Van Couwenhoven and
Jan Van Couwenhoven, brothers. As there were no other van Couwenhovens in Utrecht
at that time, they are believed to have been the sons of Jan Van Couwenhoven (no.l)
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were told we would have to leave in 1845. The mob commenced burning out the

Saints at Green Plains 25 miles below Nauvoo. I was called on to raise a company
to go and move the saints up to Nauvoo. I raised a company of 90 wagons, two men
to a wagon and started down, We arrived there at 11 o'clock at night and it was
raining pitchforks. It was a fearful time. Women and children wading around in
the mud and snow and wet through with no place to go. I continued helping to move
them until the sheriff calleéd out a posse to go and make them stop the burnlng. We
went down and found"the mob burning a house and danclng a war dance. They did
dance but it was upon their horses. - We chased them for about 6 miles but the most
of them got away into Missouri. After that I went to hauling for the burned-out
brethren. One trip as I Wwas returning with & load, Sheriff Blackstone was chased
by a mob as he ‘came close to where I saw a man come riding ahead of the mob,

0.P. Rockwell asked the sheriff if he ‘should shoot. The sheriff said, "Yes." Rockwell
fired and the man jumped about four feet in the air than rolled away from his horse
dead snough. This man proved to be the Man, World by name, the man that’ ‘tried to
cut Joseph's head off after he was murdered. Soon after this I was called upon to
help get out timber to make wagons for the saints to cross the plains in., Myself
and three 6thérs went to work and soon had enough ready; to make 200 wagons, After
we got the timber for the wagons, “Brother Brlgham ‘called on me to go tb Quincy and
get 400 1bs. of iron for the wagons. I was gone four days on that trip. We had to
make kilng to season the lumber on: I had a wagon for my own use all ready for the
cover when Brother Brigham came along and’ asked whose wagon it was. Someone told
him it was mine. He“céme to me and told me that they had’ enough wagons lacklng one,
to take the first company out. Well, said I, if you need that™ wagon, ?ake 1t and
welcome. That left me without one, but I soon had another one ready. -

In January, we were called to go through the Temple and have our washlngs and
annointings. "My wife Eveline and I went through about the middle of February 1846.
I received a lettéer about this time from the léader of the mob; telling me if I were
not out of there before three days he would burn my house down over my head. I
wrote for him to come right along but ‘fo make "his will before he come, for as sure
as wy gun would fire, I would kill him, but he did not come. T waited for "him to
come three weeks, then moved into Nauvoo; there I stayed until the 22nd of May.
| ‘May 6, 1846 Eveline was born. May 22 ‘I“crossed the river and- joined the
camp 6 miles from thée river in an Osak Grove.' We then waited a few days for the “rest
of thé company t0 come <up. On the 24th of May ‘we orgainzed a company and I was
put in Captain of the Guard. We broke camp on the 25th and went 8 miles and camped
for the night. T 'stationed a guard and relieved it at’ mldnlght Next mornlng
hitchéd up early and traveled 25 miles, camped at Soap Creek and placed guard as
usual, Next camped two days at the head of Chariton river. S8ister Zin's son
Chariton, was born there. Passed Gardend Grove on the left that ddy. Two days after
arrived at Pisgah dnd traveled four milés farther that day and camped on the Platte
River. We stayed at this one month "then received a letter from’ Brigham‘to take our
horses and go down into Missouri and trade for cattle and provis1ons enough to
come right-on over the mountains with.  Next day after we had left Brigham and
Heber came to our camp for volunteers to go inté {the Mexican War,' but all of us
able-bodied nen had gone into Missduri. We received a létter while there to hurry
back. We broke camp the next day after getting back and hurrled on to Council Bluff.
When we got there Brigham and “Heber Had crossed the river, but left word ‘with the
ferryman to ferry us over as soon as we got there, but when they heard ‘we had
arrived they came right over to seé us, They went back that ‘night, leaving word for us’
to come ovVer “in the morning. As soon as we could we crossed the river and drove
out to their camp which was about two miles out on the pralrle, stayed there all
that day and orgainzed a company to look up Winter Quarters.

‘I, with the rest, started the next morning and féund a place we called Cutlers
Park, stayed there and cut logs and put up houses one month., Then Brlghem and
Heber organized a company to get up hay. I took a company of fifteen men and cut
three hundred tons right where the town of Florence now stands...On Saturday night,
we went up and told Brigham and Heber what we had done., The next morning they got
into their buggy and rode down to see the place and our work. They decided as soon as
they saw the place to pull up stakes at Cutlers Park and move right down there. ’
We all moved down and camped on Main Street. Then we all went to work gettlng poles
and fencing our hay and making corrals and sheds for our stock. .

- Cornelius E. Lot agreed to take our sheep and take care of them and brlng
them to the mountains for one half of them. Brigham and Heber had about 200 head
and I had sbout 90 head. There came a big snowstorm after he took them and Snow
fell about two feet deep. The big white wolves came down and killed 100 in ‘one.
night and kept on killing until the old man came and begged us to come and get what
was left. Out of 90 head I got 17 head back. I soon got rid of them and "have

never owned a sheep since, -
T. Cutler and I went to work and put up & hewed log house for Heber. It was 32

feet long and 16 feet wide with a shed kitchen on the back. The next night after
we had finished the house, there came up & heavy storm. My tent caught fire and-
burnt up everything I had in it, leaving six of my little children without a thing
to put on their backs. Heber paid me 25 dollars the next morning and I went and
got clothes to clothe my children. I then borrowed 75 dollars in money of Father
Lamson and took my big wagon and two yoke of cattle and went into Missouri to Meeks'

N : S N .
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mill on Rock Creek. There I engaged 600 bushels of corn meal at 15 cents per
bushel to be paid for when taken away. Many a poor saint. came. to me for. a meal
and thank the Lord I never turned one away hungry pay or no. pay. -

Once while hauling meal (Alex Williams was hauling at the same. time and.it was
a very cold westher) I found that Alec had become numb from cold while driving.
his team. I took him out of his wagon, left the team, took his arm over. my..
shoulder and started for the nearest house two. miles away. Before we got there
T had to put him on my back. When we got there I bellowed, "Open the doors" for
I had a dead men on my back. We worked with him nearly all night and saved his
life. It was Joseph Allen's house. We went over to Keg Creek on the north side
of the Missouri bottom and stayed there two days before Alex was able to start for
home. Then we started and crossed the Missouri River on the ice. My 120 bushel
of meal only lasted one day before it was all gone. Hundreds of poor people had
not a morsel to eat.when I got there. I kept on hauling all that winter.‘ The
next Spring I was better fixed than before I was burnt out.

That Spring I, with my boys, Abrahem* and Charles.broke up ten acres of land
and put it into corn but it did not amount to much.. 0ld. Father Cutler and his.
eldest son went down onto Missouri and took a contract to put up a house. 80 feet long
and 50 feet wide. The house was for a man by the name of James Estel.. The bargain
was to take the rock out of the ground burn the lime and in fact do everything -
from bottom to top. It was to be a rock house. When we got the walls up there
was only one of the eighteen men that went down that was able to work. I sent
for my son Abraham* to come after me. He came with the team. I was sick with
the typhoid fever, was not able to go:home with him for one week. For eight
days I was not able to take anything but tea. When I.started home Mr. Estel
made me a present of forty dollars worth of provisions and would not take = cent
for , them. _ -

" When I got I found my famlly all 31ck with chllls and fever, ‘not hardly '
one,.able. to.wait on another and myself just able to walk. My wife never got
any better._ ‘She died on the_1Qth of November 1847. I was just able to follow
her to the grave and that was all. There I was left with ten little children,
the youngest only two years old. What to do, I. dld not know.

) One day as.I was sitting beside the house .thinking of my hapless condition
and of my departed wife, such a wife, never would I £find another- such & mother for
my poor children, Brother Brigham and Heber rode up to see me. After shaking
hands and inquiring after the welfare of my children, they told me they had a
widow lady. for.me to take to the valley with me to’ take care of my children. I
did not like the idea but they insisted as they knew I needed someone to take
care of the children. At last I consented to take her across the plains, .Her.
name was Pricilla Pearson. ©She afterwards married Samuel Thompson and settled
in Spanish Fork. She was very good to my children and they all thought a ‘great
deal of Zilla as we called her.

' Zilla and one Jane McCarl made my children clothes to cross the plalns in,

I started with 3 yoke of oxen and one yoke of cows. We came out six miles.

south of Winteér Quarters and organized two companies under Brigham and Heber.
They organized them into tens and fifties. Brigham started one day, and Heber
on the following day. I was in Heber's company. .The second day we came to '
the Elk Horn River. It being high, we had to build a raft to ferry our .wagons
across the river. While we were getting them over, the indians came and stole
our cattle. Heber's boys and mine were herding them.. We had to swin the cattle
across the river so they were on the opposite side from the wagons. Heber came
and asked me to get some men and go after the cattle. I raised some men and
went right after them, and had a fight with them. Four of the men went .down
within half a mile of three hundred lodges. Thomas Ricks was shot and fell from
his horse. I took ten men and went after Tom. We put him on a buffalo robe

and started for camp. There were gbout three hundred warriors upon & bluff and
they started after us, yelling like demons. We stopped and 1aid . Tom down. "By the
way, after Ricks was shot, a man ran and told his father that Tom was shot, but
did not tell him that a man had been sent after him. His Pather took a llght
spring wagon and a man by the name of Whittel, also a boy by the neme of George
Boyd. They drove down to where Ricks was shot. The Indians took them-priscners;
held a council of war over them and.decided that they be shot, as there had been
ten or flfteen indians killed. They appointed the indians to shoot them, but
when . they tried to-raise their guns, they could not. They told their chief they
could not raise them. The chief then told the men to get in the wagon and go home.
They left Tom's trunk and a valusble two year, old colt with the indians.

After laying Tom down I yelled at the chief that we did not want to fight but
had come after one of our men that the indians had shot and that he had got him
and was going to take him home and that if they-did not-stop and. let us alone that
we would kill some of their men.. If they would let us alone we would not hurt them. .
They stopped and seemed to hold a council. While they were parleying we took Tom and
started off with all speed. We went about a mile when they came on agin at full

speed, but we had got close to the timber, each man hiding behind a tree:. When
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they saw us they stopped and we talked with them again. We told them that if
they did not let us alone,.we would surely hurt them and they believed it for
they turned and went back. I then sent two men to hunt a ford then we took

Tom and carried him to the river. -We held him up-at arms length over our heads,
so that he would not.get wet. I held. the.-end of the buffalo robe in one hand,
my gun in the other my amunition of my head. The water-was up to my chin,
Egan was shot in the wrist at that time. - - -

After reaching.camp and dressing Tom's wounds, we broke camp and started
on, traveled eight miles in the- two.hours and camped when sun was about an hour
high. I placed fifiy men on guard for the night. We had two alarms during
the night and two shots were fired at sulking savages, It caused quite an .
excitement but after we fired they fled. -

[An incident that happened at Golden's Point written by Jeannette Conover Whipple}

is below: - T o

The boys were playing ball about half way between ‘our house and the sghool
house. A mad dog came running by them and jumped on another dog.. As they were
fighting, Houghton ran up.and grabbed the mad dog by the hind leg and was. bedting
its head on the ground whén. it bit him in the thigh. He killed the.dog and
that broke up the game. The boys all went down to the Mississippi Biver.ko swim
and were in the water quite awhile. When they.came in to_supper some of the boys
told about the dog biting Hought. Mother was badly frightened and sent for the
Elders and had him administered to. Father felt satisfied to let it go at that
but mother was not satisfield. She wanted to know what Brother Joseph would say
about it and insisted that Father sould go to Nauveo and see him. He hitched.
up his horse to a light wagon and drove to Nauvoo. He arrived_about half.past
nine and found Brother Joseph engaged in a game of checkers and as he didn't want
to interrupt the game he waited until they were through, then Joseph turned and
asked Father what he came for. Father told Him and he turned to & man saying,
"Doctor, go with Brother Conover and cut the_place.out." The Dr. went home and
got his instruments and they drove home arriving about twelve o'clock. .They .
found the'boy asleep; the Dr. said, "Never mind, it will do just as well in the
morning." They went to bed and all slept but Mother. -

After breakfast the Dr. sent Hought upon a table and began to cut. He .
was very long doing it, but finally got through. Hought who had never groaned,
got off the table and walked into ‘the kitchen and said, "I would like to hit him
once just for . fun. Mother was not satisfied, and as another young men who was
bitten about  the same_time had used a mad stone, they wanted Houghton to go and
try it. He went and tried it and it stuck and filled with poison fifteen times.
They never had any symptoms of Hydrophobia although several dogs, sheep and one._
eve which were bitten by the same dog went mad- and’ had to be killed.

" " Peter Wilsons' account continued ' .

My son, Houghton met me at Canyon Creek. He had arrived the year before.
Wehn we reached the Valley, I went out to Mill Creek where my son, Hought, had
a shanty built., My sons, Charles and John, went with Hought to drive their teams
to Salt Lake, The next day_I went into Salt Lake, got them and took them out with me.
Each of them had driven a tesm for Hebér C. Kimball all the way from Winter Quarters.

I took my teem.and went out to South Dry Creek to get logs to build two houses.
One for myself and my son Hought who had married Lucinda Wilsen daughter of Miles
Wilsen. Hought was married January 1, 1843, .

- The woman that came across the plains with us left two weeks after we . got

t0 Mill Creek and went to Salt Lske to live with Levi Stewart. Later she married
Samuel Thompson of Spanish Fork. We stayed at Mill Creek until 1849 when I ..
was called to go and help settle Provo.

. The boys and I came up in March and.built a house, then I went back and got
all my family except my little daughter, Jeannette who had fallen on a kettle .
and hurt her leg causing a fever sore, She had been bedfast two weeks at. Edward
Dusetts.in Salt Lake. I took her to Squire Wells and left her at Louisa Well's
place. I had no one to keep house for me except my daughter Sarah, fourteen years
of age. But she was a good girl, did the very best she could for her father,
brothers and sisters. .

I had only about two and one-half bushels of wheat but I sowed that and
raised one hundred and forty seven bushels, I had not had a morsel of bread .
in my house _since the first of April until my crop vas raised and thrashed.

It was the first grain out in Utah County. .

' I cut it on the sixteenth of July. About an hour after, it rained as hard
for an hour as I ever saw rain. It then cleared up and the sun came out as bright
as if it had not rained. I had to let it lay four days before it was dry enmough
to threash., I threashed it on the twentieth with a flail, cleaning it with the
wind. Then my sons ‘Abrem* and Charles took it to Neff's mill on Millereek,. forty
miles away. It took them two days. When they got home my family had a feast of
bread, and it was a feast. We“had.not tasted bread for about five months.
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On the first of June, I went after Jeannetie and brought her home to Provo.
The river was very high and we had to ferry it. Not two minutes after I left the
boat, it sank.

A Immediately after getting my wheat off the ground, a heavy rain came causing
the wheat to sprout from stubble. It grew until it was taller than the first crop.
It ripened and was a good heavy crop. Making two crops in one’ season, from one
planting: It was the first crop raised in Utah Valley. ’
-+ +In July was organized a Military Company. Jefferson Hunt, was elected" Captain
and I was first Lieutenant. '

"In thée-fall of 1849, Captain Hunt was called to pilot a company of emigrants
to Safi/Beirnardino on the Southern Route. I was then chosen Captain and remained
commatdér of the company until after the Indian War in 1850.

In the summer of 1849, P, P. Pratt and others took a company and went down
south exploring the country as far down as the Colorado River. They started
back in November. The snow was up to their saddle glr%hs. When they got to
Buttermilk Fort, they were snow bound. They left their wagons and cattle and
twenty-five men, and the rest came on. Before they got to Provo their horses
gave out; their provisions were gone and they were starving. Parley took the
best animal and came for relief. Soon we had two bushels of sacks of biscuits
and other food. Two of us started back for the perishing men and met them at
what we now call Payson, (Peeteeneet ) Nearly all of them were starving and
perishing with the cold.

In the winter of 184