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‘ HiS%ORX OF SOME OF THE SEELEY OWER FAMILY BY J. IRA EARL A NEPHEW
"OF SEELEY OWBEN. J. IRA EARL'S MOTHER, -LOIS CAROLINE OWEN EARL
WAS THE SISTER OF LYDIA ANN BWEN, WIFE OF SEELEY OWEN,

This 1s a letter written by J. Ira Earl of Overton, Nevada, Jan. 13, 1926
to his»son, Ira J. Earl of Las Vegas, Nevada. -

M} dear son Ira:

I am busy most of the time, but am not getting much done, I have been
trying to get time to write you and tell you how mugh I appreciated
your letter of December 22 and to thank you forthe $25,00 you sent me,
I feel very grateful for the kindness of my children, Marion gave '
me $25.00 on the car besides many other things. The girls are giving
me a check each month so I am not distressed to make the paygents.
feel that all I ever did for my children is coming btack heaped up

and running over. Milton is looking after the farm and directing the
boys, so I am relieved of all cares of that nature, Kenneth is perfroming .
some splendid missionary work in the Eastern States, for which I am
very thankful,

If I live until the 6th of Sentembur, I will have passed three-fourths
of a century in mortality. I have 336n uwany things that are quite
marvelous to me when I think baeck ove:r my iifs, I have met and cone
versed with William H. Hopper, Utah¥s fizat delegate to Bongress. Many
times have I shaken the hand ¢f and ecnverssd with Brigham Young,

John Taylor, Orson Pratt and Wilford Woodruff. Some of the grandest
men of this or any dispensation. '

While the Gospel is the same in All agas; it sometimes seems to me,
that the warm hand shake and hearty gree%ing is lacking today. In
faet, that high e¢lass spirisvaliry, tha% sarnest devotion, that sincere
inner convigtion that: this is the iion o tha lasy days, spoken of

by th:lprophets of old, is in & meagure lackiuz smong the people in
general.

Many there are that hold th2 Malehesidsk Prisasthood and have been in
the Temple, that have filled missiors, haven'!t faith enough to pay
thelir tithing. When I think of she eerly fiders of the Church, leaving
their families at the call of the Prophet Juseph, going into foreign
countPies, giving years of servige to spread the Gospel, and gather
scattered Israab% I think what a wonderful testimony they must have
had. I think of my own Father and Mother and what they had to pass
through. Also Father Bunker and his first wife, before they came to
the mountains and of the falth of Aunt Mary Bunker, Viola's mother,
who came from far off Scotland. Ira, we scarcely know what the word
sacrifice means.

There are many things told me by my parents while I was a boy, that
are Just as bright my mind as they were fifty or sixty years ago.
I suppose they wished to lmpress me with the same faith they had, and
as I grew to manhood, I would remember what they passed through for
their faith in the Gospel., When I reflect on their splendid courage
and faith, under the most trying e¢ircumgtances, I am often moved to
tears, My father!s journal and Church Higtory bears out all they
have told me and many more things they had to pass through to plant
the feet of their posterity in the mountains of Israel.
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"While I am thinking of these things, I may as well write a few of them.
If I neglect it too long, they may never be written. My father,

Sylvester Henry Earl, was the sixth son of Joseph Earl and Doreas

Tobitha Wixom Earl. He was born in Sciota Coun o on the—

16%h of ‘Auguat,”1815 . He died at Middleton, Wash i County, Utah
July, 1873, just 2

on the 23rd of 6 w;.rear to the day from the time
he came into the Salt Lake Valley

th the piomeers,

My mother, L,is Caroline Owen EEEJ, was born in Schuyler County,
Illinois on the th of Janvary 1818. She died at Bunkerville,

Nevada on the 9th of March, 1884. You see I had Mother and three
sisters to look after for over ten years after Father diesd. It might
be well to add here that Father?s blessing on my head when I was
eight days old was thgt I should have a long and useful life and live
goﬁake care of my mother after we was gone to the other side of the
Vell.

When: I was a young man, the mining camps and rich agrieultural valleys
of Nevada offered many inducements for young men to leave their homes
and go thers. Good wages were pald, while money was scarce in
gsouthern Utah, some returned with ffne horses, fine ¢lothes and money
in their pockets. On the other hand, I vemember that many of the
young men that went never returnud. I% was pretty hard for a yo

man to go to the meetings, and dances cled iu home made elothes, with
little or no money to spend, while boys of Yis age that had been off
to work could wear nice elothes, high top lwots and have money to
spend freelyl

I had meny en inward battle in those daye, sometimes fougiit on -
bended knees, but I thank the Lord that ny dear Mother?s prayers and
influence prevailed, that I gtaved home and took care of her as long
as she lived,

Father was 21 years old when he first heard of the Gospel, He was

soon econverted and baptized Dy Anoatls Charles G. Rich, In the

summer of 1837 he went to Parwusi, Missourd where the saints were
gathering at that time, having been driven out of Jackson, Caly and
Ray ecounties. At the 6ctober acniereres he was ordalned Elder

by Hyrum Smith., He bought 90 acreas of .and, a yoke of oxen and several
cows. He started in to clear the lend and make a home, In February
1839, he was called to go on a miecicn to the states of Illinois,
Indiana and Ohio with more faith than either cducation or experience
in preaching, he started East.

Near Jacksonville, Missouri he met the Prophet Joseph coning with his
family from Kirtland, Ohio. He tells the prophet he is going on a
mission, but is lacking in experience and kmowledge of the scriptures.
He gits down on a log by the side of the road and is given a blessing
by Joseph, He 1s told to go on his way rejoicing, that his tongue
would be loosed, that the Bible shall no more be a sealed book, but
to him it would be am opem book, that he will iring many souls to a
knowledge of the truth, and bring them to Zion with songs of everlasting
goy, thay he should not be confounded nor suffer harm. The Prophet's
lessing, his hearty "good~by brother, and God bless you," is just
what he nesded.

He now goes on East with a glad heart. He is no more the farmer boy
of Ohio., He is God's minister to the Nations. He is one of the
hunters and fishers spoken of by Jeremiah. His heart is set on the



' great Latter-day work, henceforth, his life's work is devoted to the
cause of Zion. Everything of an earthly nature is now segondary,
first and foremost 1s the building up of the Zion of the last days.
Ever after this his life shall be spent in the cause of the Master.
He plunges into his work with a new geal. Here and there, branches
of the church are organigsed. Pr1g§§§~are ordained and appointed to
look after the people. Pushing on through ITTInoIs and 3

he “reaches his old home in Ohio, only to find his Mother in poor
health. He continues his ministry among the people. Hls mother
passes away and he buries her by the side of his Father.

He now takes his two youngerbrothers, Joseph Wilkur and James Calyin,
and returns to Illinois, holds a series of meetings ih Schuyler
County. At the close of one of the meetings he announces that a
baptismal service will be held at 4 P.M. and that anyone that wishes
to be baptized, can now make it known. A young lady 20 years old, is
all that offered to bs baptized. The congregation is amazed, the
parents astonished, the brothers e.nz:gzgd- The meeting is dismissed.
A1l go to their hLomes, The parents in a kind wayfry to get the girl
to change her mind, but to 7o purpose. Her mind is made up. Her
brothers get down theilr guns =ud commence to clean and load them
declaring that no Moimens shall baptisze their sister., Several of her
eousins, also, come with guns with the same determination that her
brothers have., Thick darkness gathers around the now weeping girl.
"dhat shall I do?" she ccles out in Lhe anpguish of her soul, with no
one to give hei comfars. Alone she flies to the woods, at the rear
of her Fatherts house. Thive on aer vcnded knees she pours out her
gsoul to her Heavenliy Father, Thick dorknese still hovers around har.
8t1ll on her knees, uhc coutinues to plead for deliverance, the darke
ness begins to break auxy. 4 light Divine now covers the weeping
girl, Her heart is again filled withk gladness, peace and Jog; now
reigns supreme in hsr soul. God bas heard her prayer, She knows all
ié_ going to be well with her, bess

The hour draws near fcr the Baptismal rite. The girl with her friends,
goes to the waters a4ge. The townspeople gather. The parents of the
young lady walk slowly %9 the plase appointed, The six young men with
guns in hand also awvs wish tke srowd., The hour is near, the young
preacher is seen coming with ¢ guick step and head erect. He 1s not
long in taking in the sivuatici. The people are called to order and
asked to jolmn in the song,

The morning breaks, the shadows flee

Lo, Zions standard is unfurled,

The dawning of a brighter day

Majestle rises on the world.

The elouds of error dlsappsar

Before the rays of truth Divine,

The glory bursting from afar

Wide oter the nations soon will shine.

A prayer is now offered, The Lord is implored to shed forth His
light upon the asgembled congregation that peace and quistness shall
prevail. The young man now steps upon a nearby log and for half to
three fourths of an hour holds ths assembled crowd spellbound, He
tells them that the Lord has again spoken from the Heaven, that a
great Prophet has been raised up, that the authority to baptize in
the name of Jesus has been restored, that all the ordinances of the
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house of God can now be administered with authority, that the Zion of
the Last Days is to be built up, that Israel is to be gathered from
the dhtioﬁﬁzénd a people prepared to meet the Savior at His coming,
which is not far distant. He now steps down, takes the young lady

by the hand, they go down into the stream and he baptizes her in the
name of Jesus Christ. They come up out of the water. She sits down
on the log and is confirmed a member of the Church. Not a word is
spoken by the people., The brothers have sat down on the grass with
guns in hand and heads bowed. The parents embrace the girl and tell
her she is welcome to the home, but they do not approve of her action.

 Father continues his missionary labor in Illinois, calling at the
Owen home as often as wisdom suggests, and especially calling on

the goung lady, Lols Carcli who had braved the storm of opposition
and had aceepted baptism at gis hands, Her sister, Lydia Ann is

quite favorable to the new faith, Her brothers soon repent of their
evil intent. B8he is ever treated with kindness by them. In fact, they
soon liked the young misslonary that is ¢alling on thelr sister,

The parents grow more tolerant, and the young man is welecome t0 their
home, during the fall of 1838, Father continues to preach in that
vieirity. On the 28th of Jamuary, 1839, Lois Caroline Owen and
Sylvester He Earl are married. To¥s loves her home and her people,
but she has embarked in a new cayse., Th: cause of Zion. She 183 now

) ready to leave home and kindred and geother with the Saints.

The main body of the church is now gatherinyg to Hanecoek County, Illinois.
Father goes there and mares a home, Later, wher %the mob gathers and
the church is in trouble, he moves in %o Nauves and is ever in the
thick of the fight, helping to defend the Clty and the Prophet Joseph.
He 15 a good horseman and is oui night and day carrying express from
point to another. He is in mueh danzer, asnd ran many rarrow escepes,
nearly losing his life many times. He vwas a member of the Nauvoo
Legion and stood near the PFrophet voserh wlhien he made his memorable
speech of June 18, 1844, After the death of the prophet and his
brother, Hyrum, he continuce hig lator in and arcund Neuvoo, working
part of the time on the Tempi2, where later he and Mother received
their endowments., Most of tha2 Twalve ipcstlos are on missions in

the Eastern States., Some in Evrdpe., Bydney Rigdoo, Joseph's first
counselor, now comes from Pittsburg, Pu., whore he %led when the
Chruch was in its deepest trouble. Joseph had refused to sustain

him, but now he comes back wishing to lsad the church. Some of the
people are willihg to sustain him. A majority of the Twelve has now
returned from their missions. A meeting is called. The saints gather
by the thousands. Brigham Young, President of the Twelve, is among
thems On the 8th of August, in the forenoon, Sydney Rigdon lays his
claims before the people. In the afterncon again the people by the
thougands asgsemble. Brigham Young walks upon the stand and with a
wave of the hand says, "Attention, all Israel.¥ All eyes are fixed
upon im., It is the form of Joseph, it is the voice of Joseph, he

is transfigured before the people, All doubt is banished., He is the
true shepherd of Latter Day Israel,

The trouble continued in Yauvoo. The Saints had to leave their homes
on the 10th of February, 1846, My father and mothery ¢ ressed the
Misslssippi River, A number of men with long poles with iron spikes
in them was on the upper side of the boat to steer the large bloeks
of ice that were running down the river so they would not capsize the
boat. Those boats were kept running night and day for weeks, to take
the Saints over the river. They crossed the plains of Iowa in the
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Army out of Salt Lake Gity. In the spring of 1858 a treaty was entered
into and Johmson's Army came into the Salt Lake Valley, Most of the
ggeghe had moved south, so there were few people in 8alt Lake City.

ey came back during the summer, It is here that my memory of thesge
stirring events begins, I well remember the gove south and the return
to the eity. The great ox trains coming in with the Saints; and with
goods for the merchants, are all still fresh and bright., Well do I
remember the hand~cart Compgny coming in and camping on the Union
Square. Father Bunker told me that his company camped there. So I
think perhaps it was his company that I so well remember. From 1852
to 185‘5’, Pather was on a migsion to England, After coming from his
mission he accepted the law of plural marriage, taking as his second
wife, Margret Emily Jones, a very fine English girl, who was ever
true to him and to the Gospel. She bore him three children, cne of
whom is my splendid brother, Thomas Franklin Earl, of Mountain View
Alberta, Canada, A fine man and has a splendld family full of faitﬁ
in the Gospel, though differing with some on the advisabllity of
President Woodruff izsuing thé manifesto, advising the saints to
stop entering plural marrlages.

In 1861, Father was called tc help settle Ntah's Dixie, At this
time he was a high p.iest haviag been chosen and set apart as First
Counselor to Bishop 2lonzc :. Raleigh of the 19th Ward, in Salt Lake
City. Previous to this he wus Senior President of the 20th Quorum
of Seventies,

We started on the journsy south ca the 29th of October, arriving in
Pine valley abcut the 25Gh of Novambasy, 180l. Ve were well fitted for the
Journey, having thres ouili%s “oaides foose horses, callle and sheep,.

Though I was only 9 yecis ¢©ld, I drove an ox team all the way from
Salt Lake Gity to Pine Valiey., Father drove another outfit with two
yoke of oxen. My slder brotuervs Wllbur and Sylvester tosk turns
driving the other outfit whish conslsted of two wagons with four yoke
of oxen hitched to toan.

Father gurchased a larzs teat, one that had been brought in by
Jomson's Army. It wae rwad, anout; 15 feet in diameter and about

12 to 15 feet high, with & (wo foot opening on the top. At night the
tent was set up and a big fire built 4in the middle of it, This was

a wonderful outing for the younger portion of us. The women did the
cooking on the camp fire. ;

Many times others moving south would gamp near to us and would come
to our big tent at night bringing theilr musical inatruments. We would
have musie¢ and singing until time to retire for the night, thus
making the Journey quite pleasant.

The winters in Pine Valley were long, cold and bleaks So Father took
up a rangh some few miles west where it was much warmer in winter

and little snow. He also bought a home in St. George where mother and
the smaller children spent the winter.

Owing to trouble with the Indians in southern Utch, all the ranchers .
were advised to move into the settlements. It was vhile we were
living on this ranch about 1864 that Father met Solomon Avery Wixom
in St. George., He was on hés way o soughern Calffornia with a
famlly by the name of Jackson, Father persuaded him not to go to
California, but to come and live with him, Solomon gave up his trip



and came and lived with us a number of years,

It was at thils time that the love between him and my sweet sister,
Orenia, was kindled. Which in later years, ripened into marriage,
He was a pplendid man and I loved him as a brother,

About the year 1866 he was asked to take slx yoke of oxen and go
down to the Missouri River and help bring a company of Saints across
the plains. He drove the team down and back to Salt Lake City, tut
never came to live with us agein.

About this time Father took up land in Pine Valley and moved both
families there about 1869. Father bought a place in Middleton from
William Fream. I think about 4 or 5 acres with some fruit trees and
grape vines on it, giving him $700.,00 for it, He moved his wife,
Margret and family down here., He spent part of his time in Pime
Valley and part in Middleston., . s SR

In July 1873 word reached ws that Father was seriously sick at Middleton.
My brother, Wilbur weat immedfiately to Middleton where he was. Mother
was %90 :Lli %0 go dcows, The firgt thing ha said to Wilbur was, "Where
is mother?" He was inforrwr tha? she was uot able to come down. He
turned his faee to the wall and went, saying: "I fear I will never .
see her again in mortality. Have Joseph come with the spring wagon and
take me to Pine Valliey. Perheaps tire change in ¢limate, good water and
good care will mike the im,covementa'

As soon as word reackel we, I fixaed up the outfit and went down, only
to find it was too laete, He wes in a state of unconsclousness and
passed away in aboui L2 hours after 1 reached there. There was present
at his bed side, at his death:; nis wife Margaret; his only living

gmtﬁi{, Joseph Wilbur; his gong Wilbur Bradley, Joseph Ira and Thomas
ran e

I am now going vo ralaie a few of the things that happened Just before
his death. This was velased ¢ me by Wilbur while on our journey
home. His dying testiwoay is mogt rumarkable to think about, It

was related to Joseph Wilowr, nlws wife and my brother, Wilbur, all
testifying that it wastrue,

Soon after the word was sent to me to come down, Father relapsed into
unconsclousness, remaining that way for about 3& hours. He did not

geem to be in any pain or distress. When he awoke he salled his wife,
his brother and his son, Wilbur Bradley, now 34 years old, to his '
bedside and related what had happened while his body lay in uncon sicouge=
nesge He could only talk fifteen or twenty minutes, then would rest,

He had to be braced up in bed while hetalked to them,

He said: "I have been to the world of spirits. I have seen the Prophet
Joseph and his brother, Hyrums They are very busy men. I have seen

my $wo sons, Sylvester and Hyrum, and they are contented and happy.

I saw many others that I kmew. I %alked the streets of thelr

beautiful c¢itlies and saw many people. ~ Everything seemed to be material,
but of a finer nature. I wish to leave dying testimony with my
family that they are not decleved. This is the work of the Lord that
we have embraced. dJoseph Smith is one of the mightiest Prophets that
ever graced this earth, Brigham Young is the right man to lead this
people,™ Then taking his sen, Wilbur, by the hand he maid,® I want
































