
when it was built. He went to Wooster High School ('47), 
Wooster College (BA'51), Central Michigan University 
(MA'57), and Michigan State University (PhD'69). Mary 
Jane Wallace (Jane) was born 24 February 1929 while 
her parents, along with her brother John, were on leave 
in New Concord, Ohio, from the Presbyterian mission 
post at Mainpuri, India. Jane grew up in India, returning 
to Ohio in 1944. She was educated at Woodstock School 
in the foothills of the Himalayas, attended Wadsworth 
High, Wooster High ('47), Wooster College (BA'51), and 
took a year of graduate work at Central Michigan Univer-
sity. 

Jane's mother, Gertrude (Martin) Wallace died in 
India in 1944. Her father was remarried in 1949 to Clara 
Mariner, a long time mission worker. The two eventually 
retired in Wooster and became very active in community 
service. 

On 10 June 1950, Jane Wallace and Jim Anderson 
were married in the beautiful old college chapel with 
Jim's father and Pastor John Kindsvatter officiating. The 
new couple moved to the farm west of Wooster where 
they ran the family dairy farm for several years. They 
moved to Mt. Pleasant, Michigan, in 1955 where both 
earned teaching certificates, then settled in Midland, 
Michigan, for the next thirty plus years. Jane taught ele-
mentary school for twenty-five years. Jim was a teacher, 
then a principal in Midland before accepting a position at 
Michigan State University where he taught for twenty-
five years. 

Elizabeth Ann is the oldest of four children born to 
Jane and Jim Anderson. Elizabeth (Beth) was born in 
Wooster on 11 August 1952. She married Dennis Dris-
coll. They live with their three sons, John, James, and 
William in Midland, Michigan, where both are teachers. 

James Anderson VII (Scott) was born in Wooster on 
5 October 1954 and married Paula Wood. They lived in 
Maryland for a year before moving to Maui, Hawaii, 
where Scott teaches and Paula works in a restaurant. 

John Wallace Anderson was born on 1 April 1956 in 
Mt. Pleasant, Michigan. He married Betsy Stebbins and 
they spent two years in Sierra, Leone, West Africa, as 
Peace Corps volunteers. They live on the farm on Mun-
son Road south of Moreland, Ohio, with son Sam and 
daughter Marybeth. John works in the Poultry Science 
Department at O.A.R.D.C. 

Katherine Laura (Laurie) Anderson was born in Mid-
land, Michigan, on 10 September 1958, and lives in 
Columbus, Ohio, where she teaches school and works in 
the public library. 

Summerhill, the farm-for-the-whole-family, was pur-
chased in 1982. Located by Munson's Knob above the 
Killbuck valley in Franklin Township, the farm is the 
summer home and eventual retirement occupation for 
Jim and Jane, and the summer gathering place for the 
family. John and Betsy live there year around and sever-
al other family members plan eventually to move back 
to Wayne County and build on the farm. - James Ander-
son 

Raymond R. and Marjorie R. 
(Houmard) Armstrong 

Our household is one whose history has been intri-
cately and wonderfully intertwined with the story of 
Wayne County for more than one-and-one-half centu-
ries. Through our great-grandfathers of years past, our 
lives in the present, and our great-grandchildren in the 
future. our family and Wayne County have grown and 
prospered together. 

The account began when Captain Thomas Armstrong 
(born 8/22/1776) first visited Wooster while serving 
under General Beall during the War of 1812. (This was 
my husband's great-great-grandfather.) He and his wife 
settled the family here after the war, where they raised 
ten children. Thomas was active in politics, being a 
member of the Whig party. His interest and influence 
was also seen in his contribution to the founding of the 
Wayne Presbyterian Church in 1840. At his death, two 
years later, he was the first person buried in the adjoin-
ing church-yard. 

The youngest of Thomas' ten children was named 
Calvin (6,3/1826-4/21/1901). He continued his 
father's example of farming and being active in politics 
and the local church. (A biography of Calvin and his 
father is included in the Biographical Record of Wayne 
County, published in Chicago in 1889 by J.H. Beers & 

Raymond and Marjorie Armstrong 50th Wedding Anniversary 
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Co.) Calvin married Mary McKee in 1847 and had four 
children. 

The first-born son was named Thomas Albert, com-
monly called T.A. He lived from 1849-1930, having three 
children: Lewis, Vinnie, and Hugh. 

Hugh (1872-1956) was married in 1900 to Mae Wiles. 
In preparation for his bride, he constructed the residence 
at 1639 Armstrong Road. (Hugh's great-great-
grandchildren currently reside in his home.) Hugh and 
Mae had one child, Raymond Reed. 

While the Armstrong family was progressing in 
Canaan Township, the Houmard family had settled in 
Paint Township. David Houmard, in 1825, became the 
first Frenchman to live in Paint Township, relates Doug-
lass' History of Wayne County. In a seventeen-week trip 
from Canton Berne, Switzerland, David and his new 
bride Mary Ann Rosalie emigrated to Wayne County. 
They purchased 160 acres of land in Paint Township in 
May, 1826 for a price of $675. The first winter they lived 
in a crude log house of two rooms (which included space 
for the family cow and calf!) Mr. Houmard was a cutler 
by trade. He kept a diary and enjoyed collecting ralics. He 
had at least two children; sons David and Daniel. 

Daniel Houmard continued to reside in Paint Town-
ship until his death about the year 1925. He had six chil-
dren: Emma, Mary, Samuel, Alfred, Jules and George. 

Samuel E. Houmard (5/26/1871-2/27/1965) lived 
his entire life in Wayne County. He was married to Esther 
Ellen Bushey (3/2/1876-5/8/1962) on October 4, 
1900. After several locations when the children were 
young, the family settled in a home on Friendsville Road 
where they lived for 40 plus years. Samuel and Esther 
raised six children: Mabelle, Marjorie, Dorothy, Hazel, 
Verna and Charles. Early remembrances by Marjorie 
Ruth (July 4, 1903) include seeing Haley's Comet in 
1911, and the first family car purchased in 1917 for 

On August 29, 1923, the histories of the Armstrong 
and Houmard families were united at the wedding of 
Raymond Reed and Marjorie Ruth. (Their courtship had 
begun the previous winter at a box social at Wayne 
School. Marjorie's box, containing sandwiches, cookies 
and cake and decorated with ribbon, brought the highest 
bid that evening!) Raymond and Marjorie set up house 
on the family farm. Three children were born to them: 
John Raymond (Dec. 9, 1926): Richard Calvin (Jan. 5, 
1928), and Betty Jean (Oct. 5, 1930). 

There were many dramatic changes occurring on the 
farm during these years. In 1934, electricity arrived. 
Shortly afterward, the first radio, a cathedral-style table 
model, was purchased. In 1937 the family moved next-
door to the larger family residence at 1777 Armstrong 
Road. Farm technology was progressing rapidly and 
agricultural specialization was becoming standard. 

Raymond started a family poultry business in the ear-
ly 1940's. A processing plant was constructed in 1960. 
At its height, the operation processed 200,000 turkeys 
and ducks per year. 

The business is continued today on a limited scale by 
his son John. John graduated from Burbank High School 
in 1944, and married Gloria Ann Walters of Rittman on 
October 30, 1948. John served with the U.S. Army in 
Korea from 1955-57. John and Gloria have two sons: 

Daniel John (August 13, 1957) and David Raymon' 
vember 13, 1958). 

Son Richard works for Federal Land Bank wnili 
tinuing to operate the farm work. He also graduate( 
Burbank where botn brothers enjoyed playing bask 
and baseball. In 1949 he married Annabel Lou Hoc 
Rittman. Dick and Annabel have two children: f 
Allen (February 6, 1950) and Janice Ann (Decemt 
1951). 

Daughter Betty also graduated from Burban) 
School, and was married to Lloyd (Hank) Ulrich o 
ruary 21, 1953. They also have two children: K( 
Alan (August 12, 1956) and Karen Kay (March 29, 
Betty is employee as a secretary for Wayne M 
Shop while her husband works at Akron Brass. 

The family continues to be close-knit, with al 
children residing on property on the family farm. 

Raymond and Marjorie have been very active 
Gideons Bible work for about forty years. They ha' 
various local and state offices. In 1944, they estat 
the family at the Grace Brethren Church of Woos 

The family today includes 12 great-grandchild 
From Thomas Armstrong, born in 1776, to the 

generation, begun in 1976, our family's history ar 
tage continues to intertwine with that of Wayne C 
May it flourish for many years to come. - Marjorie 
Roxanne S. Armstrong 

Robert A. and Roxanne S. (Fogl 
Armstrong 

The 1878 edition of the Douglass' History of 
County lists our great-great-great-great-granda 
the third settler in Canaan Township, Wayne
Ohio. Since 1817 our family has continued to live 
farm, now in its eighth generation. 

Robert A. Armstrong Family — 1984 L to R: Sharor 
Kevin, Cindy, Mark, Roxanne. 

Our early family nistory is recorded elsewhe 
book under the account of Raymond and Marjc 
strong, our grandparents. Having such a heri 
made an indelible impression upon our family. 

The family farm is currently under the own,
Richard C. (1/5/1928) and Annabel Lou (9/29/ 
strong. They worked in the family poultry bus 
many years, but eventually found jobs in Woos' 
and worked at the Wooster Equity and more recE 
Federal Land Bank. Annabel worked at Woost 
Co. and then Green Leaf Restaurant. There are 
dren in the family: Robert Allen (2/6/50) anc Ji 
(12/29/51). 

In their free time, Dick and Annabel enjoy g; 
golfing, camping trips in their motor home, an 
ing time with their ten grandchildren. They 
active at Grace Brethren Church, Dick having
moderator for a number of years. 

Daughter Janice graduated from Norway 
School and Ohio State University. On Decet 
1971, she was married to Kenneth Sylvan Wi 
maintain a large hog and grain operation two m 
north. Ken and Jan have six children: Melinda 
11/26/76), Latecia Eileen (2/20/78), Jason 
2/13/80), Maftnew Elam (3/9/81). Joseph 
4/9/83), and Zachary David (8/22/84) 

Son Robert graduate( from Norwayre die 
and Grace College in Winona Lake, Indiana }-1*
Roxanne Sue Fogle (4/9/52) on October 7 1c 
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