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HISTORY: Pat Hewill recalls life in the Valley
around the time of the Great Depression

By MERRIAM HAMILTON
Mehile Home News Express

native
daughter of
the San Jac-
into Valley
; who never
mmu! far Erom her first
home is Pat Hewitt, born in
the little-known scttlement ol
Brownland near Lukeview,
Now living in o Romoland

maobile home ona five-acre
plot with her bushand. Bob,
Tlowin pecentlv tald Son Taes
into Valley Museum Associa-
rs how it was
growing up iv Brownland on
a lake bottom farm. The land
i now under Aystic Lake,
located between Rameona
Expressway and Gilman
Road

Hlewitt displayed aomap her
o, Robert of San Teinto,
mrde Loy her presentation
showing landmarks of the
cavin the early part of the
century, Rebert works with
farmers nd water
problems for the Federal Soil
Conversation Departiment.
I'art ol his region encompass-
cs the wetlands off Ramona
Expressway. once pint ol
Brownland.

During the hard days of the
Chieat Depression, and even
belore, “we were poor. bul we
didn’t know it because cvery-
one clse was. 1oo,” Hewitt
said, “especially alter the
family well ran dry. There
was either not enough water
(drought and dry wells) or too
much water (floods).”

But there was no lack of
entertainment. “We had many
picnics and hayrides to Mas-

tion menbc

on land @

sacre Canyon and the sur-
rounding foothills. At that
time there was a lovely
stream and walerfall at Mas-
sacre Canyon. And there were
dances and parties at Lake-
view Scheol.”

During a storm in 1936. it
seemed the rain would never
stop. It happened quickly in
the middie of the night,
Dadily woke us saying, tit’s
time 1o go. pack up every-
thing on the wagon.,” Axwe
leadod v, Mather <oid 1o me.

‘Here take the baby™ and
Daddy called to the neighbors
about o lialf-mile away.
‘Come on, let’s go.”

“We all piled into the
wagon. [ remember owr dog
sat up front with Daddy and
he ticd cur cow 1o the back.
There was no way out exceplt
by horse and wagon so we
followed the road by wateh:
ing power poles down cach
side and drove down the mid-
dle.

SN went up o bBden
School an higher ground. We
children thought it was a
areat adventure, We moved in
with 15 or 20 familics who
lived in Lakebottom. as we
called it Fimagine it was a
couple of months before the
water went down. It was all
fun and games for us.

“We were looded out sev-
eral times more. There was
always the threat when it was
raining the levee would break
up above us. Many of the
early settlers left after the

floods of 1916 when the San

Jacinto River went over its
banks and covered the low-
land farms.”
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Pat Hewitt points out the gas pump in front of her grandparents’ store in Lakeview,
which is still standing. She and her husband, Bob, commissioned the painting by
Temecula artist Ken Ebert.

Lakebottom and moved to
Lakeview. Daddy went to

make a go of it until 1939,
When the bank called in the
mortgage, they gave up on

After the flood in 1936,
most of the families moved

out. “Dad and Mother tried to

(See HISTORY, Page 13)
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(Continued from Page 1)
work for other farmers.

“We went (o the old Lake-
vicw School until about 1930
when my Daddy helped build
the new Eden School. It was
beautiful with hardwood
floors, gymnasium, stage
AND indoor plumbing most
of us didn’t have at home. |
don’t know where they got all
that money in those Depres-
sion times.”

About 1911, Frank E.
Brown of Redlands, who had
built Big Bear Dam and water
systems for Redlands and
Moreno, attempted to develop
Brownland and offered small
farm tracts and residential lots
on city type strects. He built
the Lakeview Hotel, store and
post office to accommodate
prospective investors from
Los Angeles.

“Mr. Brown would go to
the Perris Railroad Station
and bring them to his thrce-
story hotel,” Hewitt said.
“But a lot of his development
went by the wayside when the
wells went dry.”

Hewitt’s grandparents,
Emest-and Nora Holland,
were one-of the first families
to buy land in the Brown
development, 15 miles north-
west of San Jacinto.

The Hollands farmed for
awhile, “then purchased the
Lakeview store and hotel
from Mr. Brown about 1920,”
Hewitt said.

Hewitt's mother, Rita, a
teen -nger when <lv moved to
Brownland in 1911, married
Walter Deter, a well driller.
He died in o mining hoist
accrdent in Arizona. Rita had
moved, with her son Billic, to
her parents home to await the
birth of her second child,
Lorita May. when she heard
of her loss.,

At the time. the social life
of Lakebottom familics cen-
tered in Lakeview and Nuevo.
Rita miet her sccond husband,
Ben Mather, at a community
dance in the old Lakeview
School. They were married in
1920 and two children were
bom to the couple, Patsy in
1926 and Ben Jr. in 1935,
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was ho way out except by horse and wagon so we fol-
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lowed the road by watching power poles down each side

and drove doﬁn the middle.”
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— Pat Hewitt, recalling a 1936-storm

early school pictures is the the principal at Hemet Junior
knowledge that “many of the ~ High School after nearly 15
children I went to school with  years, first for Lew Moore
were Japanese and the gov-
emnment moved them out. It
was very sad. I still wonder
what could have happencd to
all those friends.”

Pat retired as secretary 1o

view Junior High, which later
combined with Nuevo into
Nuview School,” Hewitt said.
“I started high school at Per-
ris, then we moved to San
Jacinto, where I graduated in
1943.”

A haunting memory for
Hewitt when she looks at her

and then Chuck Reeves.
Before retircment, Bob was a
salesman with Nelson’s
Machinery Co. in Hemet for
25 years. Also, they formerly
operated a Christmas tree
farm on their Romoland
acreage.

The Hewitts have three
children, Paula of Oregon, an
office manager for Northwest
Hills Baptist Church in Cor-
vallis; Lorrie Conley, a teach-
er of handicapped children in
Visalia, and Robert of San
Jacinto. Also, they have sevel
grandchildren and one great-
granddaughter.

.




Detailed painting shows Lakeview store

- painting of the Lake-
ore, done from a photo-
wned by the Ben Mather
of Romoland, is one of
by Ken Eberts that wiil
dsplay at Chriswood Gal-
Kancho California from
5 1o May 14,

The Lakeview building, built
prior to 1900 was built as a hotel
by & man named Brown, who was

promoting the lake bottom area
leud. He met prospective cus-
1omers st the train depot in Per-
ris and brought them by carriage

to his hotel in Lakeview, about
eight miles to the east.

About 1920, the propelty was
taken over by Mr. and Mrs. E.
E. Holland, parents of Mrs.
Mather. They operated 2 store
there until about 1925,

During that decade the third

floor of the building was re-
moved, leaving the two stories
that are in use today.

The Eberts painting is owned
by the Hollands' granddaughter,
Fat, and her husband, Bob Hew-
itt of Romoland.






Dorofhy Chapm¢
Becomes Bride o:

‘Martyn Embertson

!
{ M.lss Dorothy Chapman, daugh-
' ter 6f Mrs. Gabe Necochea of
| Lakeview, was married on Mon-
|day in Quartzite, Ariz., to Martyn
Embertson, well-known Lakeviw
| grain rancher, it was announced
!this week. .
Following their wedding, the
couple left for the Grand Canyon
Iand will four other pomts of in-
| terest in northern Arxzona durmg
;thezr honeymoon. On their Teturn

| they will make thexr hume 1n-

Miss Chapman was honored at|
{a farewell party on Sunday eve-
ning. Those attending were Mfs.
( Necochea, Mr. and Mrs. Clark
Chapman Mr. and Mrs. Estil Gar-
lan,d Mr. and Mrs. Theodore.,lga\v-
is, Mr. and Mrs. Lester Cha

.Lakewew b2

Mr. and® Mrs. Donald Ci ni
and famlhes ,-g ,’,:,_'3.;;».--

Ju'ly dthevening evénts “MCed

by Bill ‘Whitakér were the pre-

“pithe Western Fairs-

Blue Ribbon Award fo Mrs.
Martyn Embertson.

Mrs. Embertson received the
award as the highest award
Western Fairs has. This pres-
entation is given to residents of
California who have been in-
valuable in their area in sup-
porting fairs. The plaque cited
Mrs. Embertson, for achieve-
ment of the highest order, aid-
ing progress through fairs, sti-

‘mulating energy, enterprise, in-

tellect and the quxckemng of
‘human genius.

Leonard I. Will made the pre-
sentation. 'In ‘making the pre-
sentation Director Will noted
that hte award was given to
outstanding individuals who un-
selﬁshly gave of their time and.
talents in promoting their fair.

In the 25 year history of the
Tulelake-Butte Valley Fair Dor-
othy Embertson is the fourth
person to receive this award.
Past recipients for this award
are: Bert Johnson, Bonnie Ste-
phens and Mrs. A. J. King.

~Ralph Morrill; fir manager
stated that Mrs: rffhertr o -for
several years had. Spent  vunt-

less hours in* jmproving and

_Vl Hachenberg 723- 5141

ltems Donated
To Malin Library

MALIN — Dorothy Embert-
son, an enthusiastic supporter
of the Malin Library, notes 4
items donated to the Library

can someday ‘

Muyseum by Wayne Meek in hon-
or ol his grandparents, Earl
and Lillie McVay. : :
The machinery and coffee can
were taken from the old home
place near Lost River School.
Earl McVay passed away on
Nov. 19, 1974 and Mrs. McVay
now lives on Gaines Road.

The potato sorter has wooden

pulleys and slats. The potato
vine cutter with two metal dise

wheels was horse - drawn. The

potato hiller, used to hill up the
rows of potatoes was also drawn
by horses.

The 4th item, a Golden West
coffee can, 1927 copyright by
Closset and Devers, Portland,
Or. “We prefer the drip method
of making coffee using fresh
boiling water.” Tested and ap-
proved by the Bureau of Foods
Sanitation and Health. Good '
Housekeepmg sa S, _"Jgst

protect Mzﬂm‘ '”"‘\ h VAR
long ago for e youth 05 today.

¥
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Are Interesting
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‘““Lies. Embertson, you re sure
looking fine on a snowy day,”
I"told him. “Yes,” he replied,
“Warm too, just look at this
new flannel shn't my mom made
y for me.”, Excellent workmian-
5 ship, Dorothy I like your pat-

tern. (Lucky guy, Les).
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Menifee Valley’s school bus figures in
plans for Children’s League’s “Guestward
Ho Night” on June 24. Here Kyle Kennelly,
8, dons western costume to board the bus,
joining her mother, Mrs. William Kennelly,
and Mrs. Owen Locke, left, as passengers to
the party.

The 1924 model T school bus'is owned
by Dr. Erwin P. Miller of Riverside, who
came across it in 1958 when he was hunting
in the Menifee Valley. He located the origi-
nal body designer in Los Angeles to help
him and his son, James W. Miller, restore it
to its original condition.

Mr. and Mrs. Perry Hayden are opening
their home at 5596 Jurupa, for the chuck-
wagon dinner and dance. Round up time is
6:30. Dinner and dancing at 8 will feature
music by Hi-Lites. Reservations close June
20 and are to be mailed, at $3.50 per person,
to Mrs. George Fader, 3540 Hoytt, Riverside.




“Potatoes are our main crop. We
grow about 100 acres each Spring
and a little less in the Fall”, Walt

. explained. Yields in Fall potatoes

f last year were a little disappointing.
Walt-Mart Embertson Uperutiun Walt said, “We had a little tough
luck in our potato crop this year,
and only got about 60 to 70 sacks
per acre. We were hit by curly leaf
and blight, and there’s not much
you can do about those two dis-
eases.”

The Embertson brothers own
most of the 350 acres they are
farming. Their land is made up of
three . separate pieces with three
wells providing a total of 210
inches of water.

Beside their main-stay of pota-
toes, the Embertson brothers round
out their farming activities with
grain, watermelons, onions and al-
| falfa. In past years the two Embert-
sons have harvested as much as a
thousand acres of grain, but these
days grain is planted only as a
rotation crop and is subordinate to
other crops in their over-all plan.

Caterpillar  and “John Deere
» equipment have always stood in
high favor with Walt and Mart
% Embertson. In their former exten-
sive grain farming operations, their
equipment was exclusively John
B Deere. Now they own a model
4 12A harvester, a No. 5 mower,
% orain drills, and other miscellan-
i eous John Deere equipment.

i  Walt Embertson said the part-
S nership hopes to acquire a Cater-
pillar D4 tractor in the near future.
‘We've got our minds on a D4
Mand that is the tracklayer we'll get
when the time comes,” Walt said.
“We like John Deere equipment
@ because of its simplicity and econ-

The partmership of Walt and
" Mart Embertson, one that began
nearly 20 years ago and is still go-
ing strong, operates a 350-acce
farm in the Lakeview ayea mostly
devoted to potato production. !

The name, Embertson, is far
from new to the farming commun-
ity around Lakeview, for it was in
1888 that the late Louis Ember '
son, father of the brothers, bought
land from a development company
and settled in the area. Local ex-
perience is one of the long-suits
of the present operators of the Bun-
bertson holdings.

“I've been around farming here
just about all my life. Before going
in with Mart, I farmed with my
dad ever since I was old ernough
to do any work,” Walt cbserved.
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WALT EMBERTSON
". . . with the tool of his favorite trade . . .

EMBERTSON BROTHERS RANCH

omy. The first tractor I ever owned
was a John Deere medel D, and
it did us a fine job,” Walt added.

Both of the Embertson brothers
are married, and they live in sep-
arate residences on the headquar-

ters place of their agricultural hold-
{ ings. Walt has three children. Mart
| has two.
' Both partners are fond of hunt-
' ing as an outside interest, and each
is a crack shot. Walt Embertson
says he seems to be able to hit any-
thing but geese. He can tell story
after story of missing shots he
should have made where that game
is concerned.

“I just can’t seem to hit them
even when they're practically roost-

‘ ing on my gun barrel”.

January, 1953
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. . with two new homes under construction . . .
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