
6tcE6(ittx famt(^ Htsto^ ossoctotibn, inc.

P.O. Box X437

Pittsfield, MA 01202

Dear

Please excuse this form letter. Our Research Service is
staffed solely by volunteers and we are attempting to answer
queries as efficiently as possible.

In response to your request for information concerning

you will find enclosed ^ xerox copies as w-wlt^ of
our Genealogy Research Worksheet. This sheet shows the sources
examined, the information^ound, and the pages copied. The
charge for copying is S

If, in the case of your particular query, no relevant data
was found in the course of our search, we are nevertheless enclo
sing a copy of the worksheet in order that you wil] have a record
of the sources examined in our attempt.

We hope that the enclosed information will prove valuable to
you. We are pleased to have you as a member of our Association
and hope your membership will prove advantageous to you, both now
and in the future.

Sincerely,

Berkshire Family History Association
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rOSSACHUSETTS MIGRANTS TO MICHIGAN - SOME ADDENDA
93

Shepard Collection' we^Wsted taken from the Elmer I
western Massachusetts, anf tto persons, born in

*'''® listing for Hir^^cTt®"'^ n Michigan.
folloS^®"°v Church VA 2204rh' P- Avery, 3712
MICHieaM^/-,i^J"'®P''l'' from the HlSTOPV^^m "® themCHIGAN (1877).] " HISTORY OF OAKLAND COUNTY,

"®®®®=husetts, ̂Janu\ry''l" 1602^' ^®®''^"5ton, Berkshire County
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spend hi® 4-3T 1. • and now only retaii^a i • He hasP na his Idle time. ^ retains enough on which to

November 1 i ftov u

ColCijbP ^°""ty,'New fork, by^Rev^^John'c 1° Fuller, atColumbia County, New York.' March 1>, 1802 ®''- ®'^® i"
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IKHABITANTS of mount WASHINGTON, MASS CTauconnack Mt.) IN 1786

The following list was copied by Elmer 1. Shepard in 1944
from Berkshire Probate 4tl347A - the estate of Benjamin Osborn.
Among the papers of the estate is this list of debts due decedent
Osborn. As Osborn was evidently the town blacksmith, the list may

of value as indicating many of the inhabitants in that year.be

Inventory was made in
asterisk were deemed to

November. 1786.

be uncollectible.

Names marked with an

John Barnard
James Barnes
peleck Benjamin
Elisha Berto
Ebenezer Biackman
Nathaniel Butler

Kobert Cambell

Benjamin Covey
Kenjamin Daly
Gershom Derling
Daniel Dibell

John Dibell

Samuel Dibell

Ei las Fraconborough
Abraham Graham

Thadeus Holbert*

John

John

John

Japheth Hunt
Thomas Jones

Adam Kilmer

King
King, Jr.
Lee

Samuel Messenger*
Stephen Monson
Daniel Osborn

Ransib? Osborn

Reuben Osborn

Stephen Osborn*
Andrew Paterson

Job Pickit

Andrew Race

George Roberson

William Roberson

Joseph Robins*
John Ruff

Phillip Ruff
Alin Sage
James Smith

Jonah Smith

(Town Clerk)

John Tremin

Widow Vanvolconborough*
Pierce Walters

Robert Williams

Amos Woodin

Solomon Woodin

John Wriaht

EARMARKS AS GENEALOGICAL TOOLS

[See also issues 9-2-41, 9-3-69 and 10-1-29]

The following earmark registrations are from New Ashford, Mass

"a..ay

Jun

Jun

Anr

31

V,
17

13

1796

1796

1796

17—

Apr 28.
26.

'Jul 17,
Get 16.
Nov 3,
Apr 6.
^'ay 26,

20,
f'iay 20.
May 20.
E'ec 20.
May 26.

1798

1800

1800

1800

1800

1801

1801

1802

1802

1802

1802

1803

Hezekiah Beach

Stephen Mudge
Frances Jordon

Jesse Clothier

Mathew ith

Medad Pomeroy
Christopher Berzer
Abijah Barnes

Levy Kurd
Gideon Burch

("Leaf torn)

James Lewis

Nathaniel Kent

Shibnah Spink
Salmon Gregory
Ezriah Way

Henry Dewey

Jun 23,

(Leaf

Mar 9.

Jun 24,

May 25
Mar 2,

Jul 2 ,

Aug 12

Oct 25

Sep 18
Aug 30

Aug 30
Aug 30
Apr 3,
Apr 3 .
Jun 10

Jul 14

1803

Torn)

1801

1802

1777

1778

1785

1785

1828

1785

1785

1785

1785

1786

1786

1786

,  1786

Henry Goodell
Caleb E

Jacob Cole

William Beach

Benjamin Weller

William Cambill

Asahel Gregory
Jonathan Wheler

William A, Roys
Uriah Mallery
Moses Barnes

Gedion Kent

Nathan Baxter

John Stills

William Lewis

Tyler Beach

Archibel Beach
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-WITH-

Biographical Sketches of its Prominent Men.

VOLUME I.

New York:

J. B. BEERS & CO.,
36 Vcscy Street.
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CHAPTER Xin.

'rOM'N OF MOUNT WASHINGTON.

By H. F. Keith, C. E.

Geogi-aphical and Descriptire.—First SpiOerc ^ r-

Mount Everett or Bald Arnmit- * • • of the Housatonic, is2,624 feet abL tfde "raTulZ "■
"anSabo,^ tbe Harlem Railroad whioh'skirts rleir wetjernTase^

there is areSevaL7m-rfrlt''VTi'"
west, and seven in length from north °t f™™ east to
clouds, as it were i^ theeventful and interesting historv "t!' ]„ seene'-y, but has anabove the neighboringfowns in , T ^'OO® ^et
business center but as a nomilai ® ' ® disadvantageous position as acounty is so fkvorlb y StL d 17'' ''''77
and vicinity by means of tl e ntw a f™'" New York citytniles from kL Y^k f ̂ .v n, 7
mountain. pleasant dnve of three miles up the
ers. 'L^nfo?theiI™"';?;'f'r'' summer board-
such a locLion -^c c-Pected in
loca,!d!':r:io"Sottr"t';r" -me, and where he wasfamilies were living here as eai-lv as iio''f
were begun in the adioinino- \ ' to i'- earlier, for settlements
from Hew York L a DutchorK nadalieadj pu.shed their settlements into the Housatonic

\: r r
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TOWN OF MOUNT WASHINGTON.

valley. In the report to the Massachusetts Legislature of a commirtee in
17o3, in a list of settlers then living west of Sheffield, with a statement of
their imiDrovements, time of occupation, etc., are found the following
names, most of whom, if not all, were residents on this mountain :

the town,
•in east to

^ong the
nt has an
,000 feet
itiou as a

Names.

(. mist^mer urazee
John Hallenbeck, son...
Michael " father
Andrew Race
Josiali Loomis
James Van Deusen

The number of years of occupation previous to 1753, given by these
persons over 130 years ago, indicate a much earlier settlement than is
generally supposed ; but when we consider the adventurous si^irit of our
ancestors, the proximity of this territory to the early settlements along
the Hudson River valley, its natural facilities for protection and isolation
from the Indians, who were generally more numerous in the Housatonic
valley, it is not improbable that the earliest settlements of Berkshire
county were within its limits.

About this time, 1752, we find abundant evidence of settlements from
the voluminous correspondence and petitions of these and other inhabit
ants to the Massachusetts government on the one hand, and of Robert Liv
ingston to the government of New York, and the correspondence between
the two governments in relation to a continual border war that e.visted
between them and'Mr. Robert Livingston for many years thereafter:
Livingston's grant from the governor of New York in 1715 including
about one third of the present town.

During these title and boundary disputes, the line between the States
of Massachusetts and New York not then having been established, many
men were carried to the jails at Albany and Springfield by the respective
disputants, and one William Race was shot dead by the Livingston party,
April 14th, 1755, in the easterly part of the town, probably near Race
Mountain, which may have taken its name from him.

May 7tli, 1757, Livingston's party burned and destroyed the houses
of Jonathan Darby, Andrew Race, Christian Hallenbeck, Christopher
and Henry Brazee, and Simon Burton, who fled to the Housatonic set
tlements for protection.

Kovember 27tb, 1753, the following petition was presented to the
General Court :

"Petition praying that your honors in your Great Wisdom and in your wonted
Goodness, would be Pleased for to setel us in our Possessions, or, if not, for to make
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228 HISTORY OF BERKSHIRE COUHTY.

. c..., o.—».. «"• - IT;;"
,0 the west of Sheffield, to w.t tn the g^en to that number

bound Shall Ever Pray. Hnllenhack Tacob Loomis, Joseph
"Tosiah Loomis, George Robmson, Jan Hollenback, jacoo

Orlcutt, Michael Hollenback." This petition was not granted.
Marcli 15tli, 1757, Benjamin Kankewenakonaunt, sac mm, ̂n

West on a Line to be drawn parallel to Hudson Rnei,

wmmmPaine, Geortre Robinson, Andries or Andretv Race, ^
Eteei- Stock^vell, Jacob Van Gilder, James Van Deusen. Thomas

In rtariS"fEllemon (with which Mount Washington
voted previous to its incorporation),
mountain men ; Nathan Benjamin, Howard,
Dibble James H Dosser, Jacob Fosbrey, Samuel Giimn, bi ^S; S, David McQuire. Nathtm M^tiir^
jamin Osborn, Joseph Osborn, Jonathan ,2^°^' considerable
Welch, Thomas Wolcnt, John V right. This
change in ownership in four
residents were pioneers or squatteis, ^ t^ouses of

'r o. .so.. 0. —

rliere in 1764. and removed farthei' down the mountain into
Alost of the roads now in use. with slight changes, weie

earlv as 1700, with tlie exception of the Bashabisli and one or two cross
roal All old road, now impassable, from the Lee place, now P. C.
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cob Loomis, Joseph

ifichem, and Mau-
•f £261 JS^ew York

<ons, residents of
rain large Tract of
'Ounding soutli on
a line drawn par-
iice Line, which is
part east on the

steep Mountain);
, at twelve Miles

urchasers the fol-

le iDurchase, viz.:
n), Jonathan Dar-
Johu Halenbach,
u Loomis, Joseph
'illiam Race, jr.,
1, Thomas Woll-

unt Washington
unes are given as
mcis Belud, John
1, Silas Howard,
II McQiiire, Ben-
)w Shaw, Philip
s a considerable

that the former

■e first surveyed
lat the houses of
?d down by the

TOWN OF MOUNT WASHINGTON. 229

Garrett's, on the west side of PlantinPond, to Bear's Rock, was in use
as early as 1780. They were all originally laid out four rods wide, but
were reduced to three in 1820, with the exception of that from Bear Rock
to the Sheffield Line, which is still four.

The early town records, and probably the first proi^rietors' book,
were destroyed at the burning of the town clerk's house some twenty years
.Mnce.

November 5th, 1778, the first recorded meeting in the second proprie
tor s book was held at the house of Stephen Bump, which stood near the
boarding house of Henry P. Weaver. At this meeting "John Dibble
was chosen modeiutor; John Hiilett, proprietor's clerk; and Captain
John King and Peter Woodin a committee to receive the money of the
proprietors, and apply it to the General Court to secure the lands to the
proprietors, or to employ some trusty hand to do the service for them.
Voted to call the place Mount Washington."

At. a meeting March 1st, 1779, at the vacant house of Mr. Samuel Dib
ble, "Lieut. John Dibble was chosen moderator, Mr.Sainuel Dibble, clerk;
Charles Patterson, Capt. John King, Mr. Wm. Campbell, and Sergt. John
AVoodin a com to take care of the minister and school lots, clear them from
inciimbrances, let them out and oversee the undivided lands ; and Lieut.
John Dibble, Chas. Patterson, and Capt. Robert Campbell a com to as
sist John King and Peter AVoodin chosen at the last meeting."

These two meetings were just previous to its incorporation as a town,
JuneSlst, 1779.

Of the doings of the town from its incorporation to 1796 but little is
known, as the town records embracing ttiat interval were lost. Charles Pat
terson was the first town clerk, and the town furnished soldiers for the
Revolutionary war. Colonel Elisha Sheldon, a distinguished cavalry offi
cer of that war, was a land owner from 1760 to 1788, and iiossibly a resi
dent of the town.

Previous to 1806 the inhabitants appeared to have held their meetings
at private houses, school house, and barns. Rev. Benjamin Abbott, a
Methodist preacher, said that in 1789 he preached at Esquire King's to a
fine congregation, considering the place, and had a precious time. Rev.
John Culver, in 1791, preached there frequently in dwellings, school
house, and barns, and in 1801 the noted Lorenzo Dow preached there.

April 7th. 1806, the town voted " to build a meeting house 24 by 30
feet," and chose " Fenner King, David Booth, and AA'illiam Lee a com
mittee to oversee the work, and that they proceed to build this spring,
and that said house be free for all religious sects not intruding upon each
other's appointments." At a subsequent meeting $284 were apiu'opriated
for the building, and it was used September 6th, 1806, for a town meet
ing. It stood at the west end of the cross road leading west from the
present church. The pulpit was not built until ISOS, and there were no
seats until 1818. About that time the funds derived from the letting of
the minister's lot were divided among the Methodists, Presbyterians,
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histoki- of Berkshire cotiifTY.

^enve. ..o. sa,e Of

-as dedicated SIT n"'"' P-'-ent cltt
oomt-ibnted by rbe townspeople 1 ®2.700
am U Unio r" Jlfa Hvt Bnt L. b. fieasurer, furnished the bell • "Rp. n assist-
p f tlie pulpit and paintino- ■■.^^1, ^ S

by deaths J,K®rem"o"^jfi"btca^^^^^ emblcr'^ ^
house 4:'e,;rd 'o decay. In 1870 a new town
soeietp's now°jn-alLmiy oluircli organization here, but the
were divided bXeftwo
I'hen tile town had its largest popnlaur i TT districts in 1809,

At an early day there were saw mills'" "O"'-
There ,s now only one, which is bnT ii " ''""i"" 'he town,also a grist mill, but none now I„ 1' ' ^"'•'"ouly
facture of bar iron, and an axe factorv V T "'o mann
and in i84.o, shovels, spades forks hn; I " 'he City;

to that of the^oJw'lowns ^Vashington was fully equal1801-O. The town furnisLd nm"e ttrir""''" wm. oflibeially of money. The patiiotic ladies f "tl"" contributedcomforts and luxuries for^he solLt fo the tld""'"
Jhe increasing annual inflnv oe neia.iDgton seems to indicate the dawning AVash-tonn^ Its population in 1880 was 205 Prosperity for the

S. Weave,! Proi^fotLr'Thfo^^r fo'''"''.'' ''tf"' "'^'"■'dar," Frankts now (1885) in its eighth season It ^ the "South End,"
and is a deservedly popular resoB fortr™"°t''"™'
pleasure among the mountains of old Re w® ^"ddross of the proprietor is Copake Iron Works KY
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Who among men art thou, and thy years how many, good friend ? — Xenophanes
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HISTORIC HOMES AND INSTITUTIONS

6cnealosical and Personal IPemolrs

Berkshire County,

MASSACHUSETTS.
EDITED BY

ROLLIN HILLYER COOKE,
Genealogist. Author of "Picturesque Berkshire County," Member of the

Berkshire County Historical and Scientific Society, and Secretary
OF THE Berkshire County Chapter, Massachusetts Society,

Sons of the American Revolution.

1  top. with family recollections. To have had forefathers renowned forhonorable deeds to belong by nature to those who have bravely borne their part in life
the world with mighty thoughts and healthy admiration, is a privilege

I ' u /t M-ere niean and se]f-\vi]led to despise. It is as a security given for us of old,which It were falsehearted not to redeem; and in virtues bred of a noble stock, mellowed
as they arc by reverence, there is often a grace and ripeness wanting to self-made and
brand-new excellence. Of like value to a people are heroic nalional iraditioiis. giving
them a determinate character to sustain among the tribe.? of men, making them familiar
with^ images of great and strenuous life, and kindling them with faith in glorious
possibilities."—il/(7r/HU'o«.
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New York :: Chicago
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