Beckshiive family fistory association, inc,

P.O. Box 1437
Pittsfield, MA 01202

Dear 2:7.{, %/ﬁii 'z{’-_'i'_';

Please excuse this form letter, Our Research Service is
staffed solely by volunteers and we are attempting to answer
queries as efficiently as possible,

In response to your request for information concerning
o

72:5 ('.fﬂ"-'—-’ﬁf_c.f-’ T zoie "{l'ﬁ - —‘,.W-rﬁé:féé‘_zl—

c : [ 5 2z g Lrerts
you will find enclosed /__ XEerox coples as wnliméﬁma_sqp of
our Genealogy Research Worksheet . This sheet shows the sources

examined, the information _found, and the pages copied, The
charge for copying is § 75 2

If, in the case of your particular query, no relevant data
was found in the course of our search, we are nevertheless enclo-
ging a copy of the worksheet in order that vou will have a record
of the sources examined in our attempt.

We hope that the enclosed information will prove wvaluable to
you, We are pleased to have you as a member of our Assocciation
and hope your membership will prove advantageous to you, both now
and in the future,

Sincerely,
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Berkshire Family History Associatian
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FAMILY HISTORY FILE
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MASSACHUSETTS MIGRANTS TO MICHIGAN - SOME ADDENDA

[In our recent series of articles, taken from the Elmer I,
Shepard Collection, we listed several hundred Persons, born in
western Massachusetts, and who subsequently moved to Michigan,
In response to the listing for Hiram Covey, Donald p, Avery, 3712
Bent Branch Road, Falls Church, vaA 22041 has pProvided us with the

following biography, taken from the HISTORY oOF OAKLAND COUNTY,
MICHIGAN (1877) .1

Hiram Covey was born at Mt. Washington, Berkshire County,
Massachusetts, January 17, 1802, He remained there untii 1814,
and then removed to Oswego County, New York, where he continued
to reside until 1837, That Year he removed to Livingston County,
Michigan ang settled in the village of Brighton., On the 1st of
April, 1839, he removed to .Lyon Township, in which he has gince

In early life Mr, Covey wasg apprenticed to a carpenter and
joiner, subsequently worked at the trade, ang was eminently suc-
cessful, He hag for many years been a farmer, having had a farm
in Lyon of two hundred and ten acres, one hundred and eighty
acres of which he cultivated up to within a few Years, He has
‘recently sold his farm, and now only retaing enough  on which to
spend his idle time,

November 1; 1827, he was married to Hannah “Fuller, at
Dutchess County, New York, by Rev. John Culver, She was born in
Columbia County, New York., March 15, 1802, ‘

The family record is as follows; - Juliet, born August 2,
1828, marrieqd George W, Button, Esq., March 17, 1846; Hiram S.
born March 31, 1830, married Margaret Marlatt, November 11, 1855;
Nelson F., born January 25, 1832, married Harriet Curtis, January
1, 1856; Leonora, born August 20, 1833, married John T, Andrews,
April 20, 1853; Mary E., born January 17, 1835, marriegd George W,
Pennell, July 1s, 1857; Frances A., born October 31, 1840, mar-
ried John R, Sherman; Sarah, born October 13, 1843, married
George M, Tucker, December 20, 1861, These all reside in the
State, Several of them in this County,

A N * %

NEWS RELEASE

STONE WALLS is a quarterly Publication containing forty
Pages of folklore, diaries, Pictures, o014 letters and genealogi-
cal querieg relating to the Pioneer Valley and Berkshire Hille,
_Massachusetts towns, For further info call Grace Wheeler (413) -
667-3438 oy write Stone Walls, Box 85, Huntington,MA.OlOSO.




IHHhBIThNTS OF MOUNT WASHINGTON, MASS (Tauconnack Mt.) IN 1786

The following list was copied by Elmer 1. Shepard in 1944
¢rom Berkshire Probate #1347A - the estate of Benjamin Osborn.
pmong the papers of the estate iz this list of debts due decedent
osborn, As Osbern was evidently the town blacksmith, the list may
pe of value as indicating many of the inhabitants in that year,
inventory was made in November, 1786, Namez marked with an
seterisk were deemed to be uncellectible.

Japheth Hunt
Thomas Jones

John Barnard
James Barnes

William Reberson
Joseph Robinsg#*

Feleck Beniamin Adam Kilmer Jehn Ruff
Elisha Berto John King FPhillip Ruff
fhenezer Blackman John King, Jr. Alin Sage
hathaniel Butler John Lee James Smith

Fobert Cambell

Samuel Messenger® Jonah Smith

nenjamin Covey
Eenjamin Daly
Gershom Derling
laniel Dibell

John Dibell

Samuel Dibell

Elias Fraconborough
Abraham Graham

Stephen Monson
Daniel QOsborn
Ransib? Osborn
Reuben Osborn
Stephen Usborn®*
Andrew Paterson
Job Pickit
Andrew Race

(Town Clerk)
John Tremin
Wideow Vanvolconborough*
Fierce Walters
Robert Williams
Amos Woodin
Solomen Woodin
John Wriaght

Thadeus Holbert# George Hoberson

L * ® = ® LY w - [ S &

EARMARKS AS GENEALOGICAL TOOLS
[See also issues 9-2-41, 9-3-89 and 10-1-29)

The following earmark registrations are from New Ashford, Mass.

ay 31, 1796 Hezekiah Beach Jun 23, 1803 Henry Goodell
!

Jun 7, 1798 Stephen Mudae (Leaft Torn) Calep P——————-
Jun 17, 1796 Frances Jordon Mar 2, 1801 Jacob Cole

Arr 13, 17-- Jesse Clothier Jun 24, 1802 William Heach
———————————— Mathew =--—-——ith May 25, 1777 Benijiamin Weller
APr 28, 1798 Medad Fomeroy Mar 2, 1778 William Cambill
ﬁﬂ? 26, 1B00 Christopher Berzer Jul 2, 1785 Asahel Gregory
Jul 1%, 1800 Abijah Barnes Aug 12, 1785 Jonathan Wheler
Ust 16, 1800 Levy Hurd Oct 25, 1828 William A, Roys
Nev 3, 1800 Gideon Burch Sep 18, 1785 Uriah Mallery
Apr 6, 1801 (Leaf torn) Aug 30, 17B5 Moses Barnes
Eﬂy 26, 1801 James Lewis Aug 30, 1785 Gedion Kent

#a? 20, 1802 Nathaniel Kent Aug 30, 17B5 Nathan Baxter
F&Y ED. 1802 €hibnah Spink Apr 3, 1786 John Stills

ﬁa? <0, 1802 Salmeon Gregory Apr 3, 17BE William Lewis
®¢ 20, 1802 Ezriah Way Jun 10, 17B& Tyler Beach

May 26, 1803 Henry Dewey Jul 14, 1786 Archibel Beach
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't' HISTORY OF

BERKSHIRE COUNTY,

1 MASSACHUSETTS,
—WITH—
; Biographical Sketches of its Prominent Men.

VOLUME 1.

New York:
J- B. BEERS & C0O.,
36 Vescy Street,

1885,

——_—
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{ Ex rrFARY.
\\c,r. EARRING T,
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CHAPTER XIIT.

TOWN OF MoOUNT WASHINGTON,

By H. F. Keith, O, E,

Geograplifen] and Descriptive. —Fipst Settlers,—Roads, —F
vorporation.—Town House gnd Clirel.—Selinals
Rebellion, —Surmner Visitars,

st Meetings of Propeietors,—In.
~—Mills and Manufuctories,—The

OCATED in the extreme southwest corner of Berkshire county. and
rising in noble grandeuay above the valley of the Housatonie, is
Monnt Everett, or Bald Mountain, rising 2,000 feat above the valley, or
2,624 feet above tide water, and flunked by a short range of monntains
extending north and soutl, Behind them, about four miles to the west,
is another range, along the State line of New York, of nearly equal height
above the Harlem Railroad which skirts rheir western base,

Between these two ringes, which form the boundaries of the town,
there is an elevated areq from two to three miles in width, from east to
west, and seven in length, from north to south.  This town among the
clonds, as it were, is not only rieh in pieturesque seenery, but has an
eventful and interesting history. Its location and height of 1,000 fuet
above the neighboring towns place it ina disadvantageons position as a
business center, but as g popular summer resort no town i Berkshire
county is so favorably situated. It is accessible from New York eity
and vieinity by means of the Harlem and other railronds, to Copake, 104
miles from New York, and a very pleasant drive of three miles u p the
monuntiain,

Its business is wholly agricultural, and the keeping of summer board.
ers.  Many of the farmers are fay better off than wonld be expected ip
such a location,

Who was the first white settler, when he eame, |
located, are now lost in obseurity : but thepe is good evidence thut aever]
families were living Lere as early as 1780, if ot earlier, for settlements
were begnn in the adjoining town of Salisbury in 1720, and the Duateh
from New York had already pushed their settlements into the Housatonje

ind where he was

BT PENEA.
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TOWN OF MOUNT WABHINGTON. 227

valley. In the report to the Massachusetts Legislature of a commirtee in
1758, in a list of settlers then living west of Sheflield, with a statement of
their improvements, time of ocenpation, ete., are found the following
names, most of whom, if not all, were residents on this mountain :

| ; L | & 8 & |58
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(‘11r|'!-|lili1i11:'r el i e 1 1] a 15 H ]
John Hollenbeek, 8000, .oy oeeensonas 1 {0 a ] i
Mirhael W o7 1 A 1 At i 1= 1
AABren Baee s s i i s e 1 i 106 o0
Jusinh Loomis. ....... e 1 1 fi
Jomes Van Degsom. . cv.eceiveicneanns 1 |- 18 | 15 4

The number of years of oceupation previous to 1753, given by these
persons over 180 years ago, indicate a much earlier settlement than is
generally supposed ; but when we consider the adventurons spirit of our
ancestors, the proximity of this territory to the early settlements along
the Hudson River valley, its natural facilities for protection and isolation
from the Indians, who were generally more numerons in the Housatonic
valley, it is not improbable that the earliest settlements of Berkshirve
connty were within its limits.

About this time, 1752, we find abundant evidence of settlements from
the voluminous correspondence and petitions of these and other inhabit-
ants to the Massachusetts government on the one hand, and of Robert Liv-
ingston to the government of New York, and the correspondence between
the two governments in relation to a continual border war that existed
between them and Mr. Robert Livingston for many years thereafter:
Livingston's grant from the governor of New York in 1715 including
about one third of the present town.

During these title and boundary disputes, the line between the States
of Massachusetts and New York not then having been established, many
men were carried to the jails at Albany and Springlield by the respective
disputants, and one William Ruace was shot dead by the Livingston party,
April 14th, 1755, in the easterly part of the town, probably near Race
Mountain, which may have taken its name from him,

May 7th, 1757, Livingston's party burned and destroyed the houses
of Jonathan Darby, Andrew Raee, Christian Hallenbeck, Christopher
and Henry Brazee, and Simon Burton, who fled to the Honsatonie set-
tlements for protection.

November 27th, 1753, the following petition was presented to the
General Court :

" Petition praying that your honors in your Great Wisdom and in your wonted
Goodness, would be Pleased for to setel us in our Possessions, or, il not for to make
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838 HISTORY OF BERKSHIRE COURTY.

of Taghknack (Columbia county) and
there is a valley of Land Lying
famileys, Even to that number

4 Grant of Land to us in a Place to the East
1o the west of Sheffield, to wit in the mountain, where

betwene two Great mountaing, and may contain a few
but it will cost a Great Deal of time 1o make a road in to
al with your Poor subjects as in your Great wis-
ir Poor Petitioners, as in Duty

as to make a small Parish:
the mountain on both side, or 10 De
dom and wonted Goodness shall think fitt, and we, yol
bound Shall Ever Pray.

“ Jasiah Loomis, George Robinson, Jan
Orleutt, Michael Hollenback.” This-petition was not granted.

Marel 16th, 1757, Benjamin Kankewenalkonaunt, snchem, and Mau-
hanwee Hunter, both of Stoekbridge, in consideration of £201 New York
money, in hand paid, conveyed to seventy-ning pPersons, residents of
Mount Washington and the adjoining towns, ** one certain lnrge Tract of
Land. situate and being within the county aforesaid, bounding south on
thie sonth Bound Line of the said Provinee ; North on a line drawn par-
allel to said line seven miles distant from said provinee Line which is
on the Township sold to Robert Nohle and others; in parl gast on the
Great mountain ealled Taconock Mountain (that is the steep Mountain);
West on a Line to be drawn parallel to Hudson River, at twelve Miles
dissunt from said River, &e.7 Of these seventy-nine purchasers the fol-
lowing appear to have been residents at the time of the purchase, viz.:
Christopher and Henry Brasie, Simon Barten (or Bartonl, Jonathan Dar-
by, Benjamin Franklin, Daniel Webster, Aichel and Johun Halenhneh,
father and son, Christinn Halenbhaeh, Jacob and Josiah Loomis, Joseph
Paine, George Robinson, Andries or Andrew Race, Willinm Raee, jr.,
Elezer Stockwell, Jacob Van Gilder, James Van Densen, Thomas Woll-
cot, Simon Willard, William Webl,

In a tax list of Egremont, of 1761 (w
voted previous to 18 incorporation), the

Hollenback, Jacob Loumis, Joseph

ith which Mount Washington
following names are given as

mountain men : Nathan Benjamin, Joseph Benedict, Francis Belud, John
Dilble, James H. Dosser, Jacob Foshrey, Samuel Grriffin, Silas Hownrd,
Charles Miller, David MeQuire, Nathan MeQuire, Ruben MeQuire, Ben-
jamin Osborn, Joseph Osborn, Jonathan Ozbon, Widow Shaw, Philip
Welch, Thomas Woleut, John Wright. This indicates a considerable
change in ownership in four years, but when we consider that the former
residents were ploneers or squatters, that the lands were first surveyed
into lots in 1730-60, and assigned to residents, and that the houses of
many of the first pamed had just been burned and pulled down by the
Livingston party. it is not improbable.
In 1757 the proprietorship wus organized by the ¢hoiee of Jonathan
Darby as elerk. whicl office lie held for ten years or more. He probably
lived some three quarters of a mile north of 8ky Farm, as he sold a lot
there in 1704, and removed farther down the mountain into Egremont.

Most of the roads now in use, with slight changes. were laid out as
early as 1700, with the exception of the Bashabizh and one or (wo pross
ponds, An old road, now impassable, from the Lee place, now P. C.
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TOWK OF MOUNT WASHINGTON. 229

Garrett's, on the west side of Plantin Pond, to Bear's Rock, was in use
as early ns 1780, They were all originally laid out four rods wide, but
were reduced to three in 1820, with the exception of that from Bear Rock
to the Bheflield Line, which is still four.

The early town records, and probably the first proprietors’ book,
were destroyed at the burning of the town clerk’s house some twenty years
sinee,

November 5th, 1775, the first recorded meeting in the second proprie-
tor's book was held at the house of Steplien Bump, which stood near the
boarding house of Henry P. Weaver. At this meeting “John Dibble
was chosen moderator; John Huletr, proprietor’s elerk ; and Captain
John King and Peter Woodin a committee to receive the money of the
proprietors, and apply it to the General Conrt to secnve the lands to the
proprietors, or to employ some trasty hand to do the service for them.
Voted to eall the place Mount Washington,”

At a meeting March 1st, 1779, at the vacant house of Mr. Snmuel Dib-
ble, “Lieut. Jolin Dibble was chosen moderator, Mr.Samuel Dibible, elerk;
Charles Patterson, Capt. John King, Mr. Wm. Campbell, and Sergt. John
Woodin a com to take care of the minister and school lots, elear them from
incumbrances, let them ont and oversee the undivided lands ; and Lieut.
John Dibhle, Chas. Patterson, and Capt. Robert Campbell & com to as-
sist Jolin King and Peter Woodin chosen at the last meeting.”

These two meetings were just previous toits incorporation asatown,
June 21st, 1779, ‘

Of the doings of the town from its incorpovation to 1796 but little is
known, as the town records embraeing that interval were lost. Charles Pat-
terson was the fisst town elerk, and the town furnished soldiers for the
Revolutionary war. Colonel Elisha Sheldon, a distinguished cavalry offi-
cer of that war, was a Jand owner from 1760 to 1788, and possibly a resi-
dent of the town. ‘

Previous to 1806 the inhabitants appeared tohave held their meetings
at private honses, school house, and barns. Rev. Benjamin Abbott, a
Metliodist preacher, said that in 1780 he preached at Esquire King's 1o a
fine congregation, considering the place, and had a precious time.  Rev.
John Culver, in 1791, preached there {requently in dwellings, sehool
honse, and barns, and in 1801 the noted Lorenzo Dow pl'rnr?hm'l there.

April 7th, 1806, the town voted ** to build a meeting house 24 by 30
feet,” and chose ** Fenner King, David Booth, and William Lee a com-
mittee to oversee the work, and that they proceed to build this spring,
and that gaid house be free for all religious sects not intruding npon each
other's appoiniments.”™ At a subsequent meeting 284 were appropriated
for the huilding, and it was used September Gth, 1806, for a town meet-
ing, 1t stood at the west end of the cross rond leading west from the
present church.  The pulpit was not built until 1808, and there were no
seats until 1818, Abont that time the funds derived from the |l-.'l'l'i1:1g of
the minister's lot were divided among the Methodists, Presbyterians,
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Universalists, anq Baptists,

ister's Jot Yield an income of
town, and is now renerally aj
Eregational sopj ety, organize
was dedicated Novembey
contributed by the
and the Ameriean ¢
ant U, 8. Treaguyer.
the funds for the

The funds derived from the sale of the min.
about €70, whicl, is under the control of the
'Propriated for the henefit of the new Cop.
1 December 111, 1874, The present chureh
24th, 1869, T¢ was built at a4 cost of $:—,’,".-‘{FEI,
townspeople, (he benevolent people of Berkshire,
Oigregational Union, My H. } Van Dyke, assist.
furnished the bell ; Rey. Dy, Gale, of Lee, procured

pulpit apd painting ; and he and Rev. \‘L-'inrhrnp H.
Phelps, of South Egremont, were active in procuring the erection of the
building,

A Congregationa) chureh was organized here Octobory Bth, 1831 ; byt
by deaths and removals it became extinet.

The old town house and o
honse was eleciad,

The Methodists had the enrliest e¢liurel
society is now practieally exrinet

The first

hureli went 1o decuy.  In 1876 0 new town

Organization heve, bhut the
recorded appropriation for schools wy
were divided hetween two distries, There were thyee districts in 1809,
when the town had its largest Population, but there ype only two now,
At an early day there were sqyw mills in various parts of the town,
There is now only one, which is but little used. There was formerly
also g grist mill, but one now. In 1837 thepe wis 4 forge for the many.-
facture of bar iron, anq in axe factory ar what is now called the City ;
and in 1845, shovels, spades, forks, hoes, and castings were made thers ;
but all this business was abandoned aboug 1830,
The patriotism of the peaple in Mount W
to that of the other towns in

15 in 1800, when 60

ashington was fully equal
Berkshire county during the Civil wyqy of
1861-5. The town furnished more thay jes quota of men and contributed
]ii_h:-mH_r of money, The patriotie ladies of the town contributed many
comforts and Juxnries for the soldiers in the field.

The Increasing annnal influx of summer boarders in Mount Wasly.
ington seems 1o indicate the dawning of a new epy of prosperity for the
town. Its population in 1880 was 203,

One of the most popalar summer resoprs is the * Alandar,”" Frank
8 Weaver, proprietor,  This honse, formerly called the *South End,”
is now (1883 in its eighth seascn, It has aceommodations for fifty guests
and is g deservedly Popular resort for those seeking rest, health, and
pleasore imong the mountains of gl Berkshire. The post office ad-
dress of the Proprietor is Copuke Trop Works, §. v,
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