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TOWN OF SANDY CREEK, OSWEGO COUNTY - LOCAL HISTORY TIME LINE
Copyright 1991 by Marie K. Parsoné, Town Historian.

1615 - Champlain's expedition against the Iroquois landed on
eastern shore of Lake Ontario, later returned in defeat from
battle in Onieda Lake area.

1791 - Herkimer County was established, including the
eastern part of the present Oswego County.

1792 - Town of Mexico formed, as part of Herkimer County,

and included all of Oswego County east of the Oswego River.
- January, Macomb purchased 2% million acres in

Northern New York which was conveyed to his partner, William

Constable in June. Included Oswego County north of the
Salmon River.

1794-5 - Surveyors, led by Benjamin Wright, were in this
area, establishing boundaries of survey townships.

1796 - Town of Mexico boundaries re-drawn as part of Onieda
County.

- British forces 1left Fort Ontario, thirteen years
after the Treaty of Paris ended the American Revolution.

1802 - Military road was laid out from Rome, through this
town to Jefferson County settlements (Ridge Road).

1803 - William Skinner and Stephen Lindsey families became
first settlers within the present Township boundaries.

1804 - William Skinner and Joseph Hurd built first saw mill.
- Sandy Creek became part of Williamstown, created from
Town of Mexico.

1806

James Hinman built first grist mill.
- Simon Meacham opened first tavern and small store.
- Winter of 1806-7, Mamrie Harding taught first school.

1807 - Town of Richland, including Sandy Creek, Boylston,
Orwell and Albion, created from Williamstown.
- First local schoolhouse built of logs near Lacona.

1808 - Formation of 1local militia company under Captain
Elias Howe.

1810 - P. T. Titus built first saw mill on Deer Creek.

1811 - Methodist Class organized at home of Stephen and
Clarissa Wilder Hadley.

1812 - War declared with Great Britian.

- James Hinman kept a tavern, "part-log, part-frame,"
at the Creek Settlement.



1814 - Battle of Big Sandy; as many as thirty local men took
part in carrying the Great Cable.

1815 - Dr. James A. Thompson became the Town's first
permanent physician, practicing medicine for 44 years.

1816 - Oswego County created from Onieda and Onondaga
counties.

- The Year Without A Summer: "1800 and Froze to Death."

1817 - Post Office created at, "Sandy Creek," with store-
keeper Smith Dunlap as postmaster.

- Carding machine and fulling mill built by Anson
Maltby.

- Presbyterian Church organized.

1820 - Reuben Salisbury built grist mill in "The Glen," west
of Creek Settlement.
- Baptist Church organized.

1821 - Smith Dunlap appointed Oswego County clerk.

1822 - Rev. Oliver Ayer (Presbyterian) became the first
settled pastor.

1824 - "The Brick House" on North Ridge Road built for
tanner and landowner-farmer, Barnabas Munroe.

1825 - Town of Sandy Creek created from Richland in March;
first town meeting held in May. According to one source,
about 200 families lived in the area.

— "About this time," P.T. Titus started an iron foundry
at the Creek Settlement.

1826 - John B. Smith established tannery at the Creek
Settlement, opposite the Titus foundry.
© - First bridge over Little Sandy built where, "the Salt
Road" crossed it. (North Main Street.)
- Sandy Creek was known as "Shaving Corners;" the area
that became Lacona was called "Pecoy's Hill."

1831 - Methodist congregation, incorporated in 1830, built
first church building in Town.

1832 -~ Building of Presbyterian Church, (Masonic Temple),
directed by Luther B. Howlett.

1835 - Col. Thomas S. Meacham sent 1,400-pound cheese to
President Andrew Jackson.

1837 - Post Office established at "Pine Ridge" on South
Ridge Road, with Calvin Seeley at postmaster. (Closed,
1840.)



1840 - Whig Party rally with "Log Cabin" held in Goodnough
District for “Tippecanoe and Tyler, too!" presidential
campaign.

1845 - State Census taken. (A "lost" Town Clerk's copy found
82 years later inspired "Sketches" history column in Sandy
Creek News.)

1846 to 1848 - Mexican War. At least two 1local men in
military service; one, Samuel Lindsey, died in army.

1849 - Syracuse-Watertown Plank Road constructed through
Town of Sandy Creek.

1851 - Watertown, Rome (& Ogdensburgh) Railroad opened,
running through East Sandy Creek (Lacona) which was called
Sandy Creek Station.

- Town Hall fitted up in O.R. Earl store block, with
Town Bell purchased in 1849 in specially-built tower.

- P.M. Newton Greek Revival house constructed by
William E. Howlett. (Now the Chittendon home, Harwood Dr.)

1852 - Baptist congregation constructed a church. (Now the
Wesleyan Church, North Main Street.)

1854 - california Block built and dedicated. (Village Park
site.)

- Oswego County map published, with owners' names.

1857 - J.S. Robbins Greek Revival house built by Wm. E.
Howlett. (Truax Insurance Office, Harwood Drive.)

1858 - First Sandy Creek Fair held by Sandy Creek, Richland,
Orwell and Boylston Agricultural Society.

1860 - Abraham Lincoln elected first Republican President.

1861 to 1865 - American Civil War; 220 men from Sandy Creek
enlisted in service; about fifty died in the military.

1862 - Second version of Town of Sandy Creek map published.
(The 1861 edition had village as well as the town maps.)

- The Sandy Creek Times newspaper founded; published
for about two years.

1865 - East Sandy Creek Post Office established with Julius
S. Robbins, first postmaster.
- Suydam Cheese Factory built in Sage District.

- Samuel Blodgett Cheese Factory built near townline in
Orwell. He built one in Lacona soon afterward.

- Sandy Creek Lodge, F. & A. M., No. 564 established.



1866 - Organization of Union Cemetery Association.

- Child's "Oswego County Gazetteer and Business
Directory published.

1867 - "New Topographical Atlas of Oswego County..."
published by C. K. Stone.

1870 - 0. R. Earl (& P.M. Newton) Bank established.
~ East Sandy Creek Post Office became Lacona .

1871 - Union School District organized.

- The Sandy Creek News weekly newspaper founded.

- Syracuse Northern Railroad opened through Sandy Creek
to Lacona; abandoned by 1875.

1872 - ©Union High School built on site of present high
school; Salisbury Street and East First Street 1laid out
about this time.

- Center Church (Church Mouse Country Store) built.

- Oswego County Fire Insurance Company organized in
"early 1870's" with P.M. Newton as secretary.

- Howlett & Skinkle machine shop burned.

1873 - National Depression undermined 1local economy; 1land
values plummeted.

1874 - Sandy Creek Grange, No. 127 established.
1876 - H.H. Cole Cornet Band formed.

- Holstein-Friesian cattle introduced into town by
Orwell Road farmer, Henry Stevens.

1877 - Johnson's "History of Oswego County, 1789 - 1877
published.
1878 - First graduating class from Sandy Creek High School.

"The Brick Church," (Methodist), constructed.
Sandy Creek Village incorporated.

- "Billy Dash Poems," published by Ward Sprague;
printed locally. (Novel published in 1885.)

1879 - "Lake Shore House," (Outlet House), in operation at
Sandy Pond by this date.

1880 ~ Lacona Village incorporated.

1882 -~ sandy Creek Lecture Association sponsored five
programs by professional lecturers and performers during the
winter of 1882-83.

1883 to 1885 - A series of destructive fires in the business
districts of both villages led to the formation of the two
fire departments in fall of 1885.



1884 -~ Plate and box factory replaced the Sandy Creek
tannery as main local industry.

1889 - First successful gas well drilled by the Sandy Creek
0il and Gas Company, Ltd., formed in 1888.

1890 - A mission of the Episcopal Church formed at Lacona.
- "The Wigwam," had its beginnings about this time.

1894 - Blount Lumber Company established at Lacona.

1895 - Churchill's, "Landmarks of Oswego County," published.
- First family cottage built at Ontario Bay.

1896 - New York State engineers dredged a new channel into

North Sandy Pond, to create a safe harbor.
- Lake Ontario Chapter, 0. E. S., No. 124 organized.

1897 - Allen Opera House opened in remodeled former
Methodist Church building.

1898 -~ Spanish-American War; eight men from Town enlisted
and four died in service.

1902 - TLacona Milk Station built at Salisbury Street
railroad crossing.

1905 - First rental cottage at Green Point built about this
time.

1906 - "Overlook," the Holyoke family cottage at Seber Shore

was constructed by Edwin Smith and Son.

1911 - The Ontario Bay House (Later The Bayview) was built,

using the original "Fernside" boarding house from 1908 as
part of the hotel.

1912 - california Block fire destroyed several business
blocks and a residence on the Village Park site, where
Ainsworth Library is at present.

- Lacona National Bank founded.

1913 - New High School building constructed west of first
high school.

- Earliest Boy Scout Troop formed.

1914 - The Corse Press of Sandy Creek began printing, "The
Holstein-Friesian World," founded in 1904 by E. M. Hastings
and C. M. Brown.

1917 - sandy Creek Wesleyan Church organized, sharing the
original Baptist Church building, while the older
congregation constructed their new building.



1918 - Present Baptist Church building dedicated. (Octagon
structure, designed by church member Charles. M. Salisbury.)

1917 to 1918 - World War One; three 1local men died in
service.

- U.S. Route 11 first paved during post-WWl era.

1920 - Universal Suffrage Amendment to US constitution;
number of voters in Town nearly doubled as women registered
to vote.

1923 -~ Lacona National Bank building constructed. (Present
Merchants National Bank Office.)

1925 - Town's Centennial Celebration: "Souvenir History"
published.

- Lacona Village Clock Tower (Given by Coterie Club),
*"Pioneer Settlers" boulder and Soldier and Sailors monument
were dedicated as part of the Centennial Celebration.

1927 - Lacona Sand & Gravel Company, forerunner of General
Crushed Stone, formed.

1928 - Annie Porter Ainsworth Memorial Library dedicated;
gift of former State Assemblyman D. E. Ainsworth.

1929 - Present (central part) of high school constructed on
site of earlier high school buildings.

1930 - First Girl Scout Troop in Town organized.
1932 - Lacona G. L. F. store opened.

1932 & 1933 - New York State Route 3, "The Scenic Highway.,"
now part of the Seaway Trail, built and paved.

1936 - Lacona National Bank Director, Charles M. Salisbury
shot and killed by would-be bank robbers.

1937 - The Elms Golf Course opened.

1939 - Sandy Pond Sportsman's Association formed.

1941 to 1945 - World War Two; eight area men died in
service. As in WWI, there was an active, local Red Cross

Chapter.

1942 - Centralization of supervisory school district
approved by local voters.

1946 -~ St. Frances Xavier Cabrini Roman Catholic Church
dedicated at Lacona, using former Episcopal building.
- Cable Trail VFW chartered.



1948 - Blount Parker Employees Recreational Center
constructed by local contractors.

1950 to 1953 - Korean Conflict; two 1local men died in
service.

1950-51 - New wings constructed at Sandy Creek Central
School (And new school at Orwell).
- U.S. Route 11 widened and rebuilt.

1951 - Joint Village Waterworks completed with new water
tower in Lacona constructed by Blount Lumber Company.

1954 - Rail City developed near The Elms; 1last steam
locomotive ran from Syracuse to Lacona, then moved to Rail
City.

1959 - Ribstone Silo Company of New York located in Lacona.
1961 - New Post Office building for Lacona.
- Town of Sandy Creek Service Club organized.
1963 - New Elementary School built at SCCS.
- Lacona Milk Plant closed.
1964 -~ Lacona National Bank became part of Merchants

National Bank & Trust Company of Syracuse.
1965 - Village Players, little theatre group organized.
1968 - New fire station built in Village of Sandy Creek.

1971 - The Sandy Creek News sold by Corse Press to Journal
Publishing Company of Adams.

- "Tug Hill Country.," book of 1local folk tales
published by Harold E. Samson of Lacona.

1973 - New fire station constructed by Lacona Village.

- Little Sandy Resource Study conducted, report
published by Oswego County Cooperative Extension.

- Alvin Krakau, Sandy Creek's Legislator, elected
Chairman of Oswego County Legislature.

1974 - Radio Station WSCP began operation in brick block on
North Main Street, Sandy Creek.

1975 - Blount Parker Employees Recreation Center (BPE)
became the Sandy Creek Town Hall.

-~ Sesquicentennial History published by Service Club.
(William J. Potter, editor; Arthur H. Wart, town historian.)

1976 - Sandy Creek Regional Planning Board organized.
- Revolutionary War Veteran's memorial plaque dedicated
as part of the national Bicentennial Celebration.



1977 -~ Extensive construction and remodeling at SCCs
completed.

1978 -~ [Krakau Implement Company moved to new building on
Route 11 north. (Widrig Implement Company.)

1979 - Sandy Creek News became part of North Country
Publications, Inc., of Gouverneur.

1981 - Ontario Tire Company moved to former Krakau (Killam
Garage) building.

1983 - Sandy Creek Regional Planning Board re-activated.

-Merrill V. Waggoner Oswego County Building dedicated
by Oswego County Fair Association on Sandy Creek fair
grounds. (New Junior Building constructed in 1982.)

1985 - Sandy Creek News combined with Pulaski Democrat as
"The Banner Times."

- Cable Trail VFW Post constructed new hall on Cable
Trail Drive in Lacona.

1986 - Sandy Creek Regional Interested Persons (SCRIP) civic
group organized.
- Creekside Apartments housing complex built.

1987 - Construction of a new wing for Ainsworth Memorial
Library.

1988 - Critical Environmental Area created in the western
part of town from great lot survey line east of NYS Route 3
to the Lake shore.

- Twenty-three local properties listed on the National
Register of Historic Places.

1989 - Lacona Agway Farm Store (Started as G.L.F.) closed.
- Sean Thompson Memorial Playground constructed by area
residents. ‘

1990 - Dedication of new veterans monument at Cable Trail
VFW on Memorial Day.

- New construction, begun in 1982, continues at the
Oswego County Fair grounds with new cattle barns.

- Pulaski Democrat and Sandy Creek News (Changed back
from the Banner Times in 1988) ceases publication.
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