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Introduction

In 1746 an Bct was passed by the Gensral Asse=bly reguiring
that all freesen taks an onth, or affirmetlon, agalnst bribery
End corruption. As thils wes the first time the cath was called
ru{. all the freemen of the colony ware requlred to take the
oath and be resdsmltted as freemen in 1747. This in effest ore-
ated a Census of Freemen in Bhode Island im 1747. -

In m1}, 1,867 fressen took the omth in 1747, but unfor-
tunately thiz 1ist, along with the liskts for the next elght
years, wos not included in the ten-voluse Colonlal Becords of
Bhode Island by John H. Bartlstt, The omisslon of these nina
YEATS greates 8 substantial gap in the records of freomen com=
Plled by Bartlett for tha years 1706 to 1760, o8 pany of the
lendars in Bhode Island during the Amerigan Bevelution ars in- s
cluded in the missing years 1747-1755.

In 1E75 Sidney 5. Aider, the noted Ahode Islapd historian
and antiquarisn, published the 1lsts of fresmen for 1747 through
1753 and half the towns for 1754, leaving half of 1750 and all
of 1755 unaccounted for. In Rider's publication the lists were
printed exactly as they were recelved by ths Gensral Asmenbly,
listlng esch town with thae newly ereated lreemen, No attempt
wns pade at alphabetization.

Thizs indeter has taken Ridar's llats, checked them for ms-
curacy agalnst the original lists in the State Archives, and
arranged them In alphabetlcal order, with the town of residence
and the date the individual was created freeman, Tha towns not M
included by Hider in 1754 and all of 1755 have been compiled
fro= the original records at the State Archives and included. \‘x..___

Multlple dotes indlcate one of two things. Plrst, sese
towns submitted complete 1lsts for several years rather than
Just the pewly created fresmen. Thus, we have completes censuses
for two or sore years for the tewns of New Shoreham (1767, 1748,
1749, 1751), Tiverton (1767, L74E, 1749, 1750}, Littls Cempton
(1767, 1768), warren (1747, 1748)) and Cumherland (1747, 1748).
Second, duplicate dates may indlcate that saveral men of the .
SAme nameé were created freemen Ld Fha Sfame town in those yearsa.

Qualifications for Hhode Island Freemen 1638 - 1760 & |

The earllest record in Bhode Island regarding the qualifi- l
catlions of freemen 18 the first eeeting of the Aquidneck govern-
ment on 13 May 1638, at which it was rulsd that no one would be =
Bdmlited as & frecean except by consent of the poverning body
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and subsisslon to the established govern=z=nt. (Samu=l G. Ar-

nold, History of the State of Bhede jsland and Providepce Flsp.

taclans, Vol. I, o. 127.)

In the earliest years, adsis=lan so B freeman provided
joint ownership of the common town lands, but soon 1t simply
cape to mean holding the privilege bo vote. (Arnold, op. cit.,
Val. I, p. 258,)

At the January 1656/7 Frovidence town mecting Lt was voted
that all Anhabltants, lncluding thos= nobt admltted [reemen, were
1iable to election to public officed, and subj=act Lo fine 1T Ehey
refused ko Barve, glrllliam fA. SEaples, Annels the Town of
Frovidanee, », 118, At the town meeting 1n Janusary E£EEF9 it
was resolved that all who owned lsnd within the Jurisdictlon of
the bﬁm; should be freemen of the town. (Staples, op. cilt.,
P« 125,

in 1663 the Charter was obtained. from Charles II. Although
the Charter did not spell out suffrage qualificatlons, 1t did
allow the General Assembly to adalt as fresmen anyone 1t wilshed,

{Arthur M. Mowsy, Ehe Dorr War, pp. 18-19; P. T. Conley, "Rhode
I=land Conatitutlo Devalopment, 1535-1775: & Survey"™ (Rhods
Island !-_uata;E ¥4UIT, p. BO.) One of the esrliest acts of the
aneral Asseambly ln 1664 formalized this lntentlon of the Char-
ter, and the right to vote was 1llgited to froesen of the Colony.
{John H. Sartlett, Hecomds of the Colony of Hhode I,ﬂ.u:)]li and
Frovidence Plantetiong in Lew Eneland, Vol. II, b. 55
Technieally, umder the Charter form of Government & fressan
WAt a mesber of the Charter Corporation, and he shared the
rights and privileges ns well as the dutles and oblizations of
thlis pambershlp. As in the earllest days of the colcny¥ when =
freeman status gradudlly chanced from actual jelnt oamership of
the lands to the simple privilese of tha vote, so too difi these
"rights, privileges, duties and obllgatlons® of Charter member—

shlp eventually besoms solely the right of casting & ballokt.
[MowTy, loc. elkt.; p- 18.)

The only gqualification the Genaral Assenbly requlred of its
frosmen was acceptance by the Assembly its=1f. Beginelng la 1563
the General Asgenbly admitted as fresmen all whoSe pnames wWere -
submitted to’ it by the warlous town clerks, and also those who
might apply directly to the asseobly, if gualified. Belng &
freesen of the town 414 not automatlcally make enyone 8 freeman
of the Celeony, BlEthouzgh it was normally the first step, the Sec-
ond being nomination by the town elerk to the General Assembly.
Those who applled directly to the General Assembly were not [
necesgarily freemen of thelr towns, thus they had to nosinate
themselves, Freemen of the towns who wers not alsc fresmen of
the Colomy were prohibited frow voting for Gensral Officers.
fresmen of the Colony who were not fresmen of thelr town could
not vote for town officials, These types of restrictlons wers
not totally resoved untll 1723, (Conley, loc. eit., p. 90.)

The gualifications for & town freespan, 1t could be assumed, wWere
genorally the same As those of Providence in 1659—all those who
owned land within the Jurisdictioen of the town.

+In 1470 & specinl EGesslon of the Assemhly was held at which
it was vetsd that anyone gualified for publie service should be.
mede & frasman by the tewn whecher or nob the individunl desired
it. (Bartlett, loc. elf., Vel. II, p. 357.) This was a compul-
gory act which imposed & fine on anyone elected to affice who
refussed to Serve. ) .
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‘adult white males was abo 5

In 1723 a Prechold Act wasz pamsed [Digeat 1730, p. 131.)
This was the first tlme that property gualiflcatlons were ape-
clifically spalled ocut. The PFresheld Act of 1723 regulired free-
=an to hold property valued st 100 or have rental income of L2
per year, and the eldeat son of such & Ireeholder could vate in
right of his father's freehold--thos preserving &t least pome
ramnant of primogenlture. Up to this time there had besn no
need to epforce a permanant interest im the land as & preregul-
gite to holdime the vote, but an influx of “outslders," perhaps
threatening the old balancs of power, mAy have been an influsnce
on its passage. One loportant pote ls that those who had al-
ready become freemen did not nesd to meEet the new qualiflcatlons.
{Arnold, loc. elb., Vol. II, p. 77.) In I729 the the gualifica-
tions wers ra to BZ00 to compensate for the rapld Ainflation

of the Gime.

In 17L2 the Assembly passed an ack "to better regulats the
wvoting of fresmen.® This act effeckively changed the status of
the freeman from meémber of the Charter Corporatlan to that of
voter. This pay acea negllgible, but what 1t did was to strilp
the wote from sny freemin who no langer mek the current qualifi-
catlons. PFrom 1742 on the freesmen had to fulfill the gualifica-
tlons At all times, mot just et the time of his admission.
(Howry, loe. eit., p.20.}

In 1740, with paper money problems in the past and the rew
more stable system of lawlful soney then in use, the Assegbly was
able to set the freshold gusliification at 54%0 of proparty or L2

of rental incoze per year. (David 5., Lavejay, Em;_FI_alggg_m-
ieics and the American Bevolution, 1760-1775, p- 17.

How Many Ahode Islanders Qualified as. Froemen?

With fresheld reqoiremencs heing enseted snd updated regu-
larly by the Assegbly, one might assuze that only a select few
would qualify for admisslon as f{reegen. Thls apparently was not
the case, ns Severml studlies on the sublect reveal.

One study made for the period betwsen 1757 and 1776 calcu-
lated that the number of btaxpayers, those who pald any type of
tax at mll, whather property, real, personal or otherwlse, wWAS
about esqual to the total number of adult white males. Although
we have Little i any lnformation regarding the actual number of
adult white males, we hava a great deal of information about
those who pald the taxes, ard appareantly the btwo groups wxere
nenrly identlesl. With thl=s lnformetion it is pozsible to iden-
tiry the percentage of adult white males who owned enough prop=
arty to gqualify as freessn. The 1757 tax lists for Frovidence,
Cumberland, Glocester, Smithfield and Little Compton (all-rea- :
sonably typical town= in Rhode Izland) were studled and 1E was
discoversd that an average of 793 of the taxrpayers could qualify
for the freshold. If these taxrpayers were actually adolt white
males ms 1t is belleved, then an average of 79% of the adult
white males, or 16% of the sntire populatlon, werea gqualified to
beacme freemen. The property qualifications for the perled dao
not seen too hizh ir pore bthan three-quarters of the ajdult white
males gould gqualify. (Lovejey, op. cit., pp.16-16.)

Another study made for the perlod prisr te 1754k found that
in commercial towns such as Newport the percentage of freemen ko
during the entire i8th century.
Providence, as it turnsd creasingly commerclisl, Saw lta ratlo
decline. In rural and agrleultural towns the ratlo elimbed from
80f to 95%. (Conley, loc. cit., p.92; footnoke.)



In the 1760 slection, $1% of the qunlifled baxpayers/adult
wHike males voted. This indicutes that althouzh epproxiaately
7,060 could quallfy as [reemen, only about 3,400 ackually were
votlnz freesesn. AT A parcentase of the totsl papulation this 1s
only about 8. (Loveloy, loe. cit., p. 17.)

Why Are these Lists Important?

Ax A genealogisk trles to trace & family, & dearth rather
thanp s Surpius of informatlon ia often the rule. Thersfore, the
ranealnzlst looks for any clue whish might ntd in the saarch.
After tha vital renords, probate records, land transfer recards,
censuses and all the published genenlogles are examined, the
fibods Island peneéaloplst may reach for Bartlebt's Colonisl Hec-
ords and hope that tpupber three #son,” the mlssing 1ink, may
Perhaps have baen lncluded BS & freeman. Many bimes "number
three son® will be included, and when he -is the genealogist ob-
tains three cluex. First ha was at least twenty-one yeers old,
cenerally Just turned twenty-one; Gecond, his town of re#ldance
1o revesled; mnd, third, he probably owned lapd there.

Mow with the essy scoess o the 1747 cens=us mnd the 1ists
for 1748-1755 thls task is much ecasler. Aas polnted out sarller,
geveral of tha Revolutionary War leaders were creabed freemen in
this pariod, #s well as score® of lasser known lrd lridunls who
were involved 1n the patriot cause. Anyons with eolonlal ances-
try in Ahode Island will be able to find many of his ancestors
in this volume.

As the pubjeet of fresmen can be & very confusing one, 1t
15 hoped that this Introductien will help others anderstand who
the resnen wers apd why knowlng about them is importsnt, and it
15 algo hoved that this velume will facllitate genealoglcoal re-
gearch in Hhode Island.
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R. I. Towns

Preemen by Year and Town
(Duplications Excluded)

1747 1748 17249 1750 1251 1752

Bristol 76
Charlestown 93
Coventry 73
Cranston -
Cumberland 69
E. Greenwich 67
Exeter 52
Glocester 33
Jamestown 16
Little Compton 93
Middletownr 48
New Shoreham 22
Newport 271
N. Kingstown 98
Portsmouth 64
Providence 199
Richmond -
Scituate 33
Smithfield 32
S. Kingstown 87
Tiverton 98
Warren 82
warwick 128
W. Greenwich 52
Westerly g\ 81
Total 1867
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8 9 123
8 5 134
3 10 131
- 25 25
6 i1 136
14 14 150
30 20 151
27 33 182
0 30
2 151
3 88

0 3
59 b1 556
16 22 217
é 6 119
53 48 547
5 5 46
2% 20 193
28 14 195
17 9 193
14 4 142
5 0 116
13 10 212
15 7 13
10 3 191

372 321 4199
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R. I. Towns

Bristol
Charlestown
Coventry
Cumberland
E. Greenwich
Exeter
Glocester
Jamestown
Little Compton
Middletown
New Shoreham

Newport

' N. Kingstown

Portsmouth
Providence
Richmond
Scituate
Smithfield
S. Kingstown
Tiverton
warren
Warwick

W. Greenwlch

Westerly

Total

Rhode Island Census 1748

as shown in
Bartlett's Colonial Records, V.5 P.270

Whites Negroes Indians Total
928 128 13 1069
641 58 303 1002
769 16 7 792
802 4 0 806
956 61 27 1044

1103 63 8 1174
1194 8 0 1202
284 110 26 420
1004 62 86 1152
586 76 18 680
260 20 20 300
5335 1105 68 6508
1665 184 86 1935
807 134 51 992
3177 225 50 3h52
500 5 3 508
1210 16 1232
koo 30 20 450
1405 380 193 1978
842 99 99 1040
600 50 30 680
1513 176 93 1782
757 8 1 766
1701 59 49 1809
28,439 3077 1257 32,773



ASCDE ISIAND PHEEMEN LYR7?-1755

Inman, tontlinued,
Isslnh, Glocester 1747
Jerenian, Cumberiand 17L7, LE
John, Glocestar 1755
Staphan, Gloceatar 174E
Stephen, Cumberland 1750
Valentine, Glocestar 1750
Ireson, Joseph, Kewport 1747
Irish, Edward, L. Cotn 1747, 1]:_%
John, Little Compton 1747,
John, %oo of Bavid, Little
Compton 17LE
Judilah, Westerly L747
Sazuel, Charisstown 1747
Irons, Jerem‘h,; Glocester 1752
Samuel,; Glocester 1751
Jackson, George, Providence 1753
Samuel, Providence 17354
Stephen, Providence 1753
Jagobs ; Jacob, Josaph, Newport
1750
Mathaniel, Providence 1752
James, Henjfamin, Charlestown
1747
John, Exater 17LE
Jokn, caulker, Newport 17LE
“Joehn, Jr., son of John, cord-
wainer, Newpoart 1758
Peter, Newport 1752
William, Newpart 17LB
William, son af John, Kewport
1750
Jarald, Duty, E. Greanwlch 1748
Jesmes, Edward, Charlestown L747
Jnzas, Charlestown L1747
Jonathan, Charlestown 1747
Jeffers,; Jomithan, Newport 17LE
Jefferson, Benjamin, Newport
1747, 34
Jerfrle=, Benlamin; son of Thom-
ag, Newport 1747
John, mlller, Newpart 1747
Thomas, Newport 1747
Jenckes; Jencks, Daniel, Cumber-
land 1747, 4B
Daniel, Frovidanse 1747
Ebenezer, Providence 1747
Ebenezer, Glocester 1751l
Edmupd, Smithfield I754%
Ichabed, Provldence 1734
James, Providence 1755
Jeremiah, Frovidence 1747
Jeromiah, Cumberland 1735
Dr. John, Smithrield 1747
John, Providence 1754
Jonathan, Provideonce 17089
Jonathan, Cumberland 1755
Joseph, Frovidence 1747
Josaph, Scitunte 1750
Jeoseph, Jr., Providence 1753
Nathan, Providence 1751
Obedlan, W. Greenwlah 1747
Obadiah, Scitunte 174G
Obed ian, Gloceskter 1752
Willlam, Eiq., Smithfleld 1747

a0

Jenckes ; Jencks, continued
William, Provldence 175G
Zachariah, Glocescer 174B

Janwing, Philip, Exeter 1755
Zedazmiah, W. Greenxlchk 1755

Jennlngs, John, Tiverton 1747,

kg, b3, 50
Joseph, Tiverton 1747, &6,
g, 50

Jepson, John, Hewport 1PE6, 50
Jess, Josegh, ¥, Kinsstown 1747
Jillsoni Tillson, Jonathan,
Cumberlard 1750
Yathan, Jr., Cunberland 17&7
triah, Cumberlard 1747, LB
Johngon, Bartholomew, Coventry
1767
Benjanin, ¥Newport 174%9, 50
Edmurd , E, Greenwlch 1747
Elisha, Covantry 1747
Elisha, Newpart L1747
Ezeltial, Charleztown 1750
Ieamc, W, Greenwich 1748
John, Covenktry 1747
John, Gilocester L1754
John, Jr., Gloosster 1755
Joseph, Charlestown 174E
Obedlah, Coventry 1747
HBuben, Charlestown 1747
Stephen, Charlestowsm 1750
Johnston, Augustus, Newport
1751
Elijah, E. Greenwich 1751
Jolla,; Thomse, Bristol 1747
Jones, Jehn, Providence 1755
John, Jr., Providence 1755
Josiah, E. Greenwlch 1748
Silas, E. Greenwlch 1750, 52
Jozling Joglen, Thomas, W.
Gresnwich 1748
Thomas, Cusberland 1754
Thasas, Exetar 1756
Eench, Benj)amin, Jr., Glogaster
1752
Stephen, Glocester 1752
Eeech; Johr, Jr., Glocester
1755
Eelith, Stephen, Smithfield 1755
kelley; Eilley, Issac, Smith-
Fleld 1755
John, Warren 1747, 48
Jogeph, Seithfield 1753
Manariah, Glocester 1755
Bobert, Newport 1747
fent, Josish, Warrem 1747, 48
Konyoni Elnyom, Danlel, Charles-—
town 1747
David, Richmond 174E
David, Jr., Rlchmond 174LB
Enoch, Chariestown 1747
Enoch,; Jr.,; Charlestown 1747
Gearge, Richmond 1754
John, son of James, Charles-
town 1787
John, son of Joseph, Sichmond

=)

RHCDE ISLAND FREEMEN 17L7-1755

Eenyon; Einyon, continued ,
1750
Jenathan, Charlestown 1747
Jopathan, Jr., Charlestown
17pLg
Joseph, Charlestown 1747
Joseph, Richmond 1750
wathanlel, Charlestown 1735
Petar, Westerly 1753
Sagpuel, Charlsstown 17535
Sylveater, Charlestown 1747
Thomas, Charlestown 1748
Thomas, Jr., Charlestown 1747
Thomss, Jr.y Richsoed 1752
¥errington, Job, W. Greanwich
1752 )
¥eetle; Eittel, Edward, W.
Gresnwich 1755
Eey, Willson, Coventry 1753
Kilten; Eslten, Joseph; Frov-
idenca 1750
Stephen, Providenoce 1752
Thomas, Providence 1752
Wiilism, Providence 1752
Kimbel, Joseph, Scitunte 1748
Mathaniel, Gloceater 1750
fing, Bemimain, Glocester 1751
Gleasnt, Glogester 177
hanezer, Warwlck 1759
1saac, ‘Scitunte 1751
Jazmeg, Jr., Clocester 1750
John, Newport 1750
John, FProvidance 1733
John, Cranston 1755
John, JT., Scltuste 1747
Joshua, Glocester 1751
Jomiah, Providence 1752
Mathiss, Newpart 1748, 35
Thomas, Glocester 1750
Kingsley, John, N. Eingstawn
177

Bawell, M. Xingstoun 1747

Elnnicut, Sosworth, Bristel 1750

Edward, Frovidence 1747
Johr, Werrsn 1747, LB
John, Providencae 17554
John, Jr., Warren 1750
Hoger, FProvidence 1748
Thomas, Bristol 1747
Thomas, Frovidence 1747
Emep, David, Werwlck 1758
¥Xnight, Christopher, Covantry
1747
John, Frovidence 1746
Jonathan, Scltuate 1754

Jonathkan, Jr., Providence 1747

Jonathan, Jr., Crenston 1755
Joseph, Scituate 1750
Sichard, Providence 1748
Bichard, bth, Providence 1752
fobert, Frovidence 1757
fohert, J4r., Providence 1747
Enewles, John, Bichmond 1750
John, Jr., Bichmond 1750
Joseph, 5. Klngstown 1750

Erowles, continued,
Bobert, Jr., 3. Ringstown
1752
William, Parren 1747
Willism, 5. Eingstown 1748
Erax, John, Cumberimpd 1749
Lagd, John, Charlsstown 1747
John, ®arwick 1752
Samuel, Frovidence 1747
Samusl, Jr., Providence 1748
I:ﬂ:=‘:EI:a.'-r.1.d. Portsmouth 1747,

pavid, Tiverton 1747, &8, 49,
50

Joseph, Tiverton: 1755

Williem, Newport L1748

_lagb, Eb e, Hesterly 1752
mw &, Daniel,
' esEBTly 50

George, Westerly 1751
John, Jr., Westerly _:I.'.?5ﬂ'
Joshua, Westerky 1750
Mathan, Westerly 1750
lamunyon, “amusl, Tiverton 175%
Langford, Thomas, son of John,
E. Greemwich 1751
Langley, Wathaniel, hewport
1767
tangworthy,; Southeote, hewport
17448
{anson, Georse, FPortamouth L17&E7
Lapham, Benjamin, Smithfleld
1747 .
Jog=ph, Soithfleld 1747
Joshua, Smithifield 1734
Thomas, Szithfield 1787
Thomas, Cumberland 1754
larkin, Lavid, Richsond 1753
John, Westerly 1747
Hicholas, Charlestown 1747
Samuel, Westerly 175k
Latham, Jaseph, Smlthfleld 1730
Robert, Smithfield 1748
Lawrence, Isass, Fortsmouth
1755
Jeohn, Frovidence 1753
"Joseph, Providenoce 17533
Laws, Georgs, Providence 1749
Lawton, Benjamin, Exeter 1747
Benjamin, Portsmouth 174E
Isasc, Bristol 1767 -
Isaaez, E. Greemwlch 1733
cal. Jeresiamh, Portozouth 1747
Capt. Jobh, Portamouth 1747
John; son of Joseph, Ferts-
south 1749
John, Portsmouth 1752
Jonathan, Newport 1753
Joseph, Westerly 1747
Josiah, Portsssuth 1767
Asbert, Esq., Fortsmouth 17&F
RAobart, Middletown 1748
Capt. Thosas, Bristol 1747
Thomas, N. Elnsatown L1747
Thomas, Fortsmouth 1748
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8 THE LANGWORTHY FAMILY

Jonathan, b. Apr. 19, 1748.
Langworthy, b. Feb. 5, 1753. .
Amey (corrected in lead pencil to Amos), b. March 20,

1755.

Mary Langworthy Lanphere appears to have died some
time before Dec. 7, 1758, for at that time Nathan Lanphere
" married Anna Champlain.

There are two families whose ancestor was a John Langworthy
one of which may be descended from this younger John, but we
have not been able to find sufficient information to make their

connection certain.

These facts come to us from the Record Book of the General
Court of Trials, 1671-1724, Newport, R. I.: “At a general court
of tryalls for ye Collony of Rhode Island and providence planta-
tionshthe 4th day of September 1694: Jurymen: Andrew Lang-
worthy.”

The same thing appears in March 26th, 1695, and the name
does not occur again in the Newport records probably because
he moved to Little Compton. He married about 1729 at Little
Compton. A son, Joseph, was born May 10, 1710. Andrew Lang-

worthy, of Little Compton, Bristol County, Mass., deeded land ‘

" to Samuel Langworthy, Husbandman, of Westerly under date
of July 1, 1717. ' : I

o _ L sare f/{f—"’/?
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L ANGWORTHY FAMILY

Some Descendants of
Andrew and Radhel (Hubbard) Langworthy

who were married at Newport, Rhode Island
' "November 3, 1658

Compiled by
WILLIAM FRANKLIN LANGWORTHY, A.M., Sc.D.

Professor Emeritus of Botany, Colgate University -
Fellow of the American Association for the Advancement of Science
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1
- Ould Tasse Hubbard aged 27 Sep. 79 yeres and 7
maons

4 Jen. maryed 51 yeres

SFATHY
THE LANGWORTHY FAMILY r @

of the church was “appointed to visit Elizabeth Lang-
worthy, John's widow, to enquire into her state and

=" sl ik e

1688 14V psal 4. God have given us 7

children 4 ded 3 living

Ruth Burdick 11 1 ded 10 living

Rachel Langworthy had 10 children

3 ded 7 living Bethish Clark 9 living
Great Grandchildren

Naomi = Rogers 1 ded 4 alyfe
Ruth " Phillipes 1 ded 4 alyfe

Judsh  Mnax=on
Thomas Burd

I took this inseription off a gravestone in a family burying
Dlace on Bp. Berkleys White Hall farm on Rh. Isld about A D.
1763. Collector Robinson bought the lease about 1765 and
demolished the gravestones & put them into wall: so that all is
lost. From a loose paper which T wrote 1763 I now copy here,
Saml Hubb (d) was = Beptist Teacher—settled at Newpt about
1648 and made this Eben. 1688. Intricate ns it seems, more is
contained on this stone than can he given in other words in so
small a space. I think 1638 must be a year common to ¢ dates,
I should suppose the stone erecied Sept. 27, 1688 when the wife
was aet 79 & 7 mo, and Mr. Hubb {d) was aet 78 on 10 May that
year & on 4 Jany. that year they had been married 51 Yrs. The
14V psal 4 is 145th Psalm & 4th v., one generation shall praise
thy works to another, The B & O [ think a beautiful way of
expressing lineal desecents. Thus Naomi (B) Rogers I take to
be Naomi Burdick who married Rogers so Judah Maxson was
daughter of Bethiah Clark & will be read Judah Clark.

This proves that Andrew and Rachel had ten children and
agrees with what we had learned by the other reasoning, It also
shows that three of their family had died between March 28,
1686 and Sep. 27, 1688. (We wonder if they died of the “mesles.”)

For fuller account of Samuel Hubbard eonsult Appendix VII.
The following list contains the names of all the ehildren of
Andrew! we have been able to find, with approximate dates of
birth:
Samuel, b. about 1659; d. before or during 1711,
John, b. about 1661; d. between 1692 when hic name is

on the list of members of the Newport Beventh Day
Baptist Church, and Sep. 30, 1700, when a committes
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procesd therein as the Lord shall direct.”
Andrew; d. of smull pox at the fort in Newport, 1739,
Robert, b. about 1675; d. about 1720,
James, b. 1680; d. 1720,

We can find very little information about John, which we
give at this point, then take up the records of the others in
probable order of birth, but keeping in mind that James may be
older than Robert.

John? married Elizabeth —— (d. after Bep. 30, 1700),

In Bodge's Soldiers 7n King FPhilip's War, a5 quoted in N. E.
G. & A. R., Vol. XLIII, page 269, & John Lﬂngt'lmrth}r was ab
the garrison at Westfield, July 24, 1676. While this John, son of
Andrew, was young to be in the military service, such cases are
not unknown. Cole's Hislory of Washington and {i’mi Cam:ahes,
page T70, records that Daniel Babeoek of Hopl:_mtm} enlisted
as & recruit to serve when wanted, during the Revolution, whe'n
14 vears cld. He was born Aug. 31, 1762, An account of his
service may be found in the Babeock Gensalogy, page 113. A
Langworthy relative tells me she personally knew Col. Gearge
W. Johns, formerly of Fairfield, TI1., who enlisted at the age of
12 in the Civil War and came out, at the age of 16, a colonel,

It seems probable that this John was the father of John Lang-

"wurth:,r, who married Mary Lewis before Aug. 4, 1721, when

Mary Langworthy, the oldest daughter of Daniel L&wirs, and
her husband, John Langworthy, join in certain deeds with ]':mr
brothers and sisters, transactions apparently connected with
the settlement of her father's estate. This John left ﬂ.“li'ln"Ell dated
July 13, 1748, which gives his estate to be equally divided be-
tween his son John and daughter Mary Lanphear. i

From the Vital Records of Rhode Island, Vol. V, page 18, we -
learn that Mary Langworthy marrded Jan. 22, 1739, by Elder
John Maxsuu‘ffﬂa.thu.n Lanphere,

& children born in Westerly (Lanphere):
juik b. Apr. 5, 1740, ) )
N:Ea'n, b. Feb. r113,. 1742. He was twice married. A daugh-
- ter by his first wife was Hannah who martied Nathan
Stillman and lived in Brookfield, N. Y.
Elisha, b. Jan. 21, 1744,
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Program

Sabbath Evening, Sept. 25

PRAYER AND CONFERENCE MEETING, led by

L \ ‘4 . Rev. Ira Lee Cottrell, Pastor of First Brookfield Seventh-
day Baptist Church, Leonardsville, N. Y.
2407
F - Sabbath Morning, Sept. 26
10 A'M.
ORGAN VOLUNTARY Miss Mildred Kathleen Taylor
ANTHEM, The Lord’s Prayer Choir
INVOCATION Pastor
RESPONSIVE READING, Psalm 122-123 )
SCRIPTURE LESSON, Isa. 85 Rev. 1. L. Cottrell
HYMN ' ~.
PRAYER , Rev. A. E. Main . _
OFFERING T
SOLO, Oh! Divine Redeemer Miss Martha Althea Crandall Sos
HISTORICAL ADDRESS Rev. William Lewis Burdick, Pastor '
HYMN '
BENEDICTION Rev. A. E. Main

12 M. Lunch at Parish House

63473




6 B1-CENTENNIAL CELEBRATION

and State, and its intimate relation with the Baptists of
the State in the great struggle for civil and religious
liberty and in the founding of Brown University, it
seemed fitting that a representative man of the State as
well as a Baptist should participate in the celebration.
President W. H. P. Faunce of Brown University most
kindly and acceptably respunded to this invitation. The
Church has been the mother of churches, and Ex-Gov-
ernor Geo. H.Utter, of the Pawcatuck Church, was selected
to speak representing the fifteen Churches that have
grown directly out of this Church. Itishoped that the
publication of this book, containing these Bicentenaial
addresses, may be blessed of God in giving new inspira-
tion, courage, and strength to all into whose hands it may
fall.

G. B. CARPENTER

‘W. L. BURDICK

W. L. CLAREKE Committee
Frang HILL

C. W. CLARKE J

Prayer

REV. ARTHUR ELWIN MAIN
DEAN OF ALFRED THEOLOGICAL SEMINARY

~ Our Father who art in Heaven, before the mountains
were brought forth or ever thou hadst formed fhe earth,
and the world, even from everlasting to everlasting, thou
art God. We change; but thou art the same yesterday,
today, and forever. For this we praise thee, O God, the
God- of Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob, our God and Father,
the Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, whom the fathers of
this Church believed in and looked to for redemption, the
Savior whom we today worship. We thank thee for our
Christian land and civilization; and for men and women
who believe in God and in freedom, and have lived to en-
joy that blessed inheritance, the countryin which we live.
‘We thank thee for the patriotism_that has kept our citi-
zens, in all these generations, true to their country and to
the principles upon which it was established. We thank
thee for those men who believed in God, who lived in the
lands beyond the seas, and who came to this, our country,
to bring the knowledge of thyself and of the sacred Scrip-
tures to our ancestors. We thank thee for the truth
planted here so long ago, and for which this church has
stood during these centuries. We thank thee for all in
the history, in the life,.in the labors, in the devotion of
this Christian church, that has exemplified the principles
of our holy religion. We thank thee for our fathers and
mothers, who stood for God and for religion, for the sacred

-
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8 Bi-CENTENNIAL CELEBRATION

Scriptures, for freedom, for high ideals, in every depart-
ment of human life and activity. We thank thee for the
occasion, for the history, for the faith, for the loyalty to
truth and duty, which bring us together here; and grant
that from the point of view to which we are today lifted
we may look back with gratitude, even with wonder, at

what our fathers wrought, and forward to new duties and.

greater progress.

Help us to love our country as our fathers loved it.
Help us to be true to the principles of religious liberty as
they were true to those principles. Help us to have high,
and yet higher ideals of Christian life and service, as
these ideals have been seen to grow in the history of these
centuries; and grant that under the inspiration of this
day, under the power of the truth and of the facts that
shall be brought to our attention, in gratitude for the past,
and with open-mindedness, and open vision toward new
truth and obligations, we may consecrate ourselves anew
to the service of the God of our fathers and to the servwe
of our fellow men among whom we live today.

We pray for thy blessing upon this church of Jesus
Christ. We pray for its pastor, for the deacous, for all
the officers and members of the church, in all branches of
its Christian life and work. Baptize them all, we beseech
thee, with the spirit of God as he shall come down in still
greater power upon their minds and hearts. We pray for
thy blessing upon us whose privilegeit is to worship with
these dear Christian friends today, in this place and at
this time; grant that our coming may be something of
help to them, and may we carry back to our homes and to
our fields of labor the blessings of inspiration and hope
received here. We pray for all our churches everywhere,
up and down through the land, and across the seas. Help
us, we beseech thee, to be a holier people; sanctify us in
thy truth, thy word is truth.

We pray for Christian people of every name, the
world over. We pray for the spread of the cause of our

L]
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BI-CENTENNIAL CELEBRATION g

| Lord Jesus Christ, for the coming of his Kingdom. Bend
.*' out thy life and thy truth, we beseech thee, and help us,
i that we may be humble instroments in thy good provi-
: dence of publishing the glad news of redemption in Jesus
in all parts of the world, beginning in our own homes, our
r gwn community, and in oor own land. I wa have not
_ besn as true to thee, to ourselves, to our fellow men, as
; we ought to have been; wilt thou parden ocur sins, and
grant that from this good day on we may be better serv-
ants of Jesus Christ, who came into the world not to be
+ ministered unto but to minister, and to give his life a
ransom for many. Equip us for better work in the world.
Lead us, we beseech thee, by thy Holy Spirit, guidae us in-
- to all tratl, and help us to fill up the remnant of our days
with better and still better work for God and men; and
by and by may we have a place in the Church Triumphant,
! and in the heavenly Kingdom, where we shuall meet those
who went before us, in the love and service of the Lord,
In his name we ask it all, amen,

First Seventh-day Baptist Church of Hopkinton, R. 1.

Built 1835 on the spot where the first Church building stood.
oved from there in 1852 to Ashaway R. L; enlarged to present
i in 1882, -
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Historical Address

REV. WILLIAM LEWIS BURDICK

PASTOR

Two hundred years ago day after tomorrow, the Sab-
bath-keeping Christians in Rhode Island and Connecticut,
who for thirty-six years had been one church, became two
churches and this Church was one of the two. Two hun-
dred years is a long time, and one is mude to feel very
humble and helpless when he attempts to sketch in one
ddress the struggles, the Faith, the hope, the love, and
'he achievements of & church that has steadily and faith-
fully held up the light of the Gospel in this sinning world
more than two hundred years. and s still strong and
vigorous for the work and the defence of the truth.

1t I were to select a text for this ocecasion it would be
Jhrist's wordsin Matt. 28:20, Lo, Iam with you alway,"
ir the 87th Psalm, verses 5 and 6,
““Yea, of Zion it shall be said this one and that one was
borm in her;
And the Most High Himself will establizh her.

Jehovah will count when he writeth up His people,
This ona was born there,”’

Bub this is a historical sketch or story and not a
ermon, and I have no text; Lam to give you the cold facts
1 outling without much sentiment. Others later in the
ay will give the fire, wisdom, and eloguence to warm the
icts. -

i, TN
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The past of this Church belongs to all the churches
that have been formed from it. Its history is their his:
tory up to the time they were organized. Its past and
achievements are your precious legacy too. Your ances-
tors were among its pillars, its bright and shining lights.

The story, as I have found it after long and weury
months of searching through the dim and musty volumes
of ehurch records and Samuel Hubbard's Journal, testing
peinis when necessary by State records, is very different
in some respects from that which has been published and
is still being from the platform and in oor denominational
publications. There are wide differences, both as to facts
and to dates. To start with, a statement should be made
about dates. Seventh-day Baptist history in this country
commences aboub ninety years before the change was
made from the old style to the new by England and her
colonies.

Without going into an extended history of the calen-
dur, we will grasp the situation when we call to mind (1)
that the Julian Calendar, followed after 46 B. C., made the
averige year too long, so that there wasan error of about
one day in one bundred twenty-eight years. (2) that the
year began with the twenty-fifth of March, and (3) that
Mareh was recorded as the first month and February the
twelfth. By the time of Gregory X111 the error amounted
to ten days, and in 1582 he ordered that the correction be
made and the mode of reckoning *‘leap years' slightly

changed. The system instituted by Gregory is ealled the”

Gregorian Calendar, or ‘“‘new style,” to distinguish il
from that instituted by Julius Caesar, called the Julian or
“‘old style.” Roman Catholic countries adopted the new
style, but Protestant countries did not do so at onece and
Russgia still clings to the Julian. England, in 1751,
ordered that the correction should be made September §,
1752. The error bhad then amounted to eleven days, and
“the Lord Chesterfield’s Aet" provided (1) that the
eleven days should be dropped. making September 3,
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ptember 14, (2) that the year should begin January 1,
itead of March 25, and (3) that the first month should
January instead of March. To put together the events
fore September, 1752, and those after that date without
y recognition of the dropping out of eleven days and
> change in the time of beginning the New Year makes
error—in some cases of eleven days, in others of two
mths and eleven days, and in others of one year and
ven days. : :

Writers of American history have taken this into ac-
int in dealing with events which occurred before Sep-
nber 3, 1752, and it is time that Seventh-day Baptist
iters did. Take a familiar illustration from American
tory, Washington’s birthday; it makes one year and
ven days difference whether we follow the old or new
le in computing time since his birth. The family rec-
| says, as quoted to me by the State Department at
shington, *‘ the 11th day of February, 1781 | 2.” The
2 following 1731 ‘was the common way of indicating
t, by the new style then followed by the Roman Cath-
 countries, it was February, 1732. By the old style
1 used by England and her colonies, Washington was
'n February 11, 1781, while by the new style he was
'n February 22, 1782, one year and eleven days later.

reckon his birth from February 22, 1782. Another
xmple is the rebellion recorded in English history as
he Rebellion of 1688.” The historian, after calling it

*Rebellion of 1688,” hastens to tell us that it occurred
.689.
“The date of the organization of the Newport Church is
lally given as 1671.. Samuel Hubbard says, “the 23d day
Jecember, 1671, but when we add eleven days toDecem-
23rd we have January 8, 1672. Our first church in
erica was no more organized in 1671 than was the
ebellion of 1689 *’ in 1688.

For the early history of the Sabbath-keepers in West-
Rhode Island, I am largely indebted to the Journal of

-
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Samuel Hubbard, who was born in England in 1610, and
came to America and settled at Salem, Mass., 1633. He
removed from Salem to the valley of the Connecticut
river with those who went thither, driving their cattle be-
fore them, in the autumn of 1635. The next spring he
was married to a young lady who had also made the long
journey, and faced the perils and endured the hardships
of that awful winter, and whom we have come to know as

. Tacy Hubbard, the first to embrace the Sabbath in Amer-

ica. After facing many perils and meeting no little per-
secution in the Connecticut valley, Mr. and Mrs. Hub-
bard moved to Newport, R. I., and were the first to com-
mence observing the Sabbath in America. From them
have descended the Hubbards, Langworthys, Burdicks,

_all the Clarkes, and some of the Rogerses. Mr. Hub-

bard’s Jourual is a most valuable document regarding the

early history of both Baptists and Seventh-day Baptists.

The original copy was lost in the early part of the last
century. _ S T ,

- Two hundred years ago? Yes, but that was not the
beginning of the Church, nor in reality its founding, as
you will see from the pictures of the two meeting-houses,
the date of the first being 1680, or two hundred twenty-
eight years ago. 1680 was not the beginuing of the
Church, for there was quite & company of Sabbath-
observers here then who had been meeting for worship
long before that date. We must go back to 1672 when
the Sabbath-keeping Baptists in Rhode Island separated

themselves from the First Baptist Church of Newport>-

and became a distinct church, the first Seventh-day Bap-
tist Church in America. Our Sabbath-keeping ancestors
in Western Rhode Island were members of this first Sev-

-enth-day Baptist Church in America from the first, or

near the first, till they became a distinct church in 1708.
During the thirty-six years previous to 1708 the history
of this Church was inseparably connected with that of our
first church in America, which we have come to call the
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vport Church (though it had ro such name then, for
7 were one.) Therefore, to give the early history of
Church we must give the first thirty-six years of the
before they separated. More, we must go back even
her, namely, to the settlement of Western Rhode
nd, because the history of that settlement and the
in of the Church are woven together like the strands
rope.

The history of the settlement of Southwestern Rhode
nd and the founding of this Church are parts of the
ggle for religious liberty in which Rhode Island lead,
alone the colonies, but the nations of the world, and
e her name and fame immortal. Strange as it may
1, the American colonists fled from persecution in the
world to turn and become persecutors in the new.
or Williams in founding Rhode Island, established a
> where men had religious liberty and taught the

d that man can be the most happy and prosperous-

'r such a regime. The settlement.here and the found-

f this Church was a part of the beneficent movement -

n by Roger Williams thirty-five and forty years
re. :

EARLY SETTLEMENT

[n 1660 a company was formed in Newport for the
hase and settlement of what was then called Mis-
licut and comprising what are now the towns of
ierly, Hopkinton, Charleston, 'and Richmond. The
base was made of Sosoa, an Indian captain of the
agansetts. The land was divided into six shares
ach share was valued at seven pounds sterling, or
0, making the value of the four towns of about one
red seventy-five square miles $140.00. - Misquami-
which was an Indian name meaning salmon, was
sed to Westerly in 1669, when the section was or-
ed into a town, the fifth in the Colony. In 1738 it
divided into two towns, the eastern portion being

{

r
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called Charleston and the western Westex‘lj. Westerly
was again divided in 1757 into Westerly and Hopkinton,
Richmond having been set off from Charleston ten years
previous. It appears that in 1661 the first settlement
was made under the purchase. Robert Burdick, Tobias
Saunders, and Joseph Clarke were the first to come.
Eld. John Crandall, who was then an Elder in the First
Baptist Church of Newport, John Maxson, and others
soon followed. Our interest in these men is, that they
became the pillars of the town and civilization in this part
of the Colony and within five years turned to keep the
Sabbath and were the main stays of the Church.

Do not understand me to intimate that these were the
first whites who visited or even dwelt in this section.
There had been explorers and traders here before 1661,
but the coming of these men to this newly purchased
tract of land was the beginning of civilization in Western
Rhode Island, and soon was followed by a move which
Was the beginning of this Church. I wish I could tell you
where each one settled, but though I have inquired dili-
gently, yet noone seems to know. I was told in Colorado
the other day by a native of Rhode Island that Robert
Burdick settled on what is now the Westerly Town Farm,
but others have disputed it, and it remains for some one
who wishes to cherish the memory and to emulate the
example of his ancestors to search the records back to
1661 and settle these questions. The church records
show that Peter Crandall, son of Eld. John Crandall,
owned the land in the vicinity of the land on which ‘the
church was built. This spot probably was not far from
the centre of the settlement.

These first settlers passed through trials and
struggles of which we little dream today in the midst of
our ease and luxuries. They came to a land with a thin,
sandy, and stony soil, covered with dense forests, with-
out roads, and inhabited by wild and ravenous beasts,
such as bears, wolves, and wildcats. The Indians for
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ity years were very troublesome, attacking the de-
eless inhabitants, driving them from their homes,
tomahawking those who were unfortunate enough to
wto thelr hands. Samuel Hubbard, in a letter as late
376, wrote of these troubles us follows:

‘In the beginning of these troubles of the wars, Lisut. Joseph
. elder of Mr. Clarke’s Church, having but one daughter living
yaamicut, and his wife being there, he said unto me, *Come, let
nd @ boat to Squamicut; my all is there and part of yours." We
a boat so as his wife, his duughter, and his son-in-law, and all

children, and my two daughters and their children (one had
. and the other three), with an apprentice boy,—all came, and
Her John Crandall and his family, with as many others as could
bly come. My son Clarke came afterwards, before winter, nnd
ther daughter's husband eame in the spring; and they have all
at my house to this day."

The families of Mr. Hubbard's daughters were at
. time keeping the Sabbath, and members of that com-
y who formed what is now the First Hopkinton Church.
As if the savage Indians, the wild beasts, and a
lerness country were not enough. these pioneers must
» an exasperating war over the question of to whom
quamicut belonged. Massachusetts and Connecticut,
vell as Rhode Island, claimed this section. The mouth
ywing the arrival of Tobias Saunders, Robert Burdick,
Joseph Clarke in this new country, they were ar-
ted by the authorities of Massachuselis. Tobias
nders and Robert Burdick were carried to Boston,
| committed to jail, where they were confined, accord-
to Arnold's history of Rhode Island, more than a year.
1671 Eld. John Crandall and others werearrested by
Connecticut officers, carried away and landed in the
-tford jail. At another time the house of Joseph Clarke
: entered by night by the authorities of Connecticut
| he was carried away and imprisoned. As late as
0 Mr. Hubbard writes that he visited his children in
ithwestern Rhode Island, that his son, Joseph Clarke,
| been carried away by the officers from Connecticat
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tford, and that he still remained a
d backed and upheld the settlers,

for they were making her fight. Thus the battle raged
over the possession of this strip of wilderness and these
men with their families and a fow others suffered as the
victims of the wrath of both Massachusetts and Connect-
icut, gobbled up unawares, now by one and then by the
other. The gquestion of ownership was unot permanently
settled till more than forty years had passed, and Arnold
in his history of Rhode Island records the fact that had it
not been for the steadfast fight of these meq, Rhode
1sland would not have held the territory. In that case
you today would have been a part of the commonwealth of
Massachusetts or Connecticut instead of Rhode Island,
the state that bears the distinction,—and will ever bear
so long as men love libarty,—of being the first to estab-
lish religious liberty. It meant vastly more to thase
early settlers than sentiment, however, because if either
Massachusetts or Connecticut should get possession of
Misquamicut, it meant the end of the privilege of worship
ingz God according to the dictates of their own consciences.
Not alone would they have been prohibited from keeping
the Sabbath, but from practicing im mersion as well, for
at this same time Massachusatts was imprisoning the
Baptists for baptizing, and Connecticut was committing
the same outrage on both Baptists and Seventh-day Bap-
tists in her territory.
EARLY SEVENTH-DAY BAPTISTS
e first Seventh-day Baptist in
ford. We kuow very little of
England to Newport, R. L,

and imprisoned in Har
prisoner. Rhode Islan

So far as we know th

Ameriea was Stephen Mum
his history till he came from
in 1665. Some writers say he came in 1664. The dis-
erepancy probably came from the fact that this was be-
fore the change from the old style to the new style of
reclkoning time and some followed the old style and others
the new. Dackus says, +The beginning of 1665." Mum-
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d was a Seventh-day Baptist when he eame to New-
rt, and began &t once to proclaim the truth. He dem-
strates what might be doune by others. Samuel Huob-
rd, in his Journul informs us, that Mr. Mumford was
ginally from Tewkesbury, England, that he and his
‘e were of the number who made up the first Seventh-
v Baptist Church in America, and that he returned to
gland and brought back with him William Gibson, who
ame the second pastor of our first chureh in this
intry.

Through the zealons efforts of Mr. Momford, several
mbers of the First Baptist Church of Newport em-
weed the Seventh-day as the Sabbath. From all that

konow one would coneclode that these eonverts to the
bbath were won throngh personal work, as there is
hing to show that Mr. Mumford held any public meet-
8. We are indebted to the Journal of Samuel Hubbard
the following account:

** My wife took op keeping of the Lord's holy Tth day Sabbath
10th day of March, 1665. I took it up one day, April, 1685
daughter Ruth, 85th Oct., 1666; Rachel, Jan. 15th, 1666; Bethiah,
.+ 1666; gur son, Joseph Clark, 23rd Feb., 1666,"

These dates, as his entire Journal proves, are accord-

to old style which England and her colonies followed
nearly one century after this date, or till September
752. Inaletter Mr. Hubbard says that his wife was

first to commence keeping the Sabbath. This state-
1t does not quite harmonize with the dates givenabove
n stid dates are interpreted strictly according to the
style, as March 10, the date when Mrs. Hubbard com-
1ced to keep the Sabbath would be by the old style
rly eleven months after the date given as the time
m Mr. Hubbard commenced to keep the Sabbath.
haps some one in copying the Journal made some mis-
y, or since March by the old style was partly in the old
partly in the new year, Mr, Hubbard may have given
year according to the new style, while ignoring the
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eleven days difference between the two modes of reckon-
ing time. When writing up the Eastern Associntion for
the Centennial volume, two years since, I was of the
opinion that Mr. Hubbard meant what would be by our
mode of reckoning time, Mareh 21, 1666, but subsequent
investigation convinees me that he meant what would be
now March 21, 16065, It seems certain that Tacy, wile of
Samuel Hubbard, was the first to embrace the Sabbath in
Ameriea, and it was either March, 1665 or 1666,

It does nmot matter about this, for our particular in-
terest in this record from Mr. Hubbard's Joornal is what
he says about “His son” (son-in-law) Joseph Clark, and
his daughters, Ruth Hubbard Burdick and Bethinh Hub-
bard Clark. All these were living in this section at this
time and all commenced to keep the Seventh-day Sabbath
ouly a few months after those in Newport. Euth Hubbard
Burdick was the first in SBouthwestern Rhode Tsland to
make the change, as her mother had been in Newport,
the date being November 5th, 1666, and more than five
years before the founding of our first church in America.
This act on the part of these three in the latter part of
1666 and the early days of 1667 was the origin of this
Church and should be so considered. From the quotation
just given from Mr. Hubbard's Journal it would seem
that he cherished this change on the part of himself and
family the same as he did their birthdays, recording the
date of the chavnge of each one with the same accuracy
that he did their birthdays. .

About this time six other members of the First Bap-
tist Church in Newport turned to keep the Seventh-day.
Their names were William Hiscox, BEoger Baster, Nicho-
las Wild and his wife, and John Solmon and his wife.
These, together with Stephen Mumford and his wife, and
Mr. and Mrs. Hobbard and daughter, Rachel Langworthy,
increased the number observing the Sabbath in Newport
to eleven, besides the three who were living here In Mis-
gquamicut, or Southwestern Rhode Island.
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We do not know from original documents how those
ho were the nucleus of this part of this Church came to
nbrace the Sabbath, but it appears thal it was through
eir intercourse with their friends in Newport. Perhaps
rephen Muomford came to them with zeal, eonvincing
gument, the Scriptures, and the Holy Spirit, as he had
yme to those in Newport. About this time, we do not
1ow the exact date, Mrs Maxson, slso living in this
cinity, and the wife of John Maxson, turned fo keep the
sventh-day. Also in these years belore 1672 Eld. John
randall, already mentioned as one of the first who set-
3d in this part of the Colony, and Mrs. Crandall espoused
e Sabbath cause. Eld. Crandall was the first minister
any order in this section and he did valiant work for
e truth here and at New London, Conn., till his death
vo or three years later. Mrs. Crandall was the first
aventh-day Baptist to die in Ameriea, it is said.

We learn from a letter written by Ruth Burdiek,
areh, 1675, that they had been holding meetings and cel-
irating the Lord's Supper here previous to her writing.
1wough this is the first extant record of religions meet-
&5, it is probable that they had been held since about
e time Ruth Burdick and Joseph Clark and wife ae-
pled the Sabbath in 1666 and 1667,

It is evident that at first they did not intend to with-
aw from the Baptist Church of which they were mem-
g, and they did net till they were forced thus fe do by
e church five years later. They were considered as
ambers in good standing in the First Baptist Church of
awport. April, 1668, the Church sent three of its mem-
rs to Boston to defend the Baptists in that city who
are being persecuted. Two of the three were Mr. His-
x and Mr. Hobbard, potwithstanding their change of
aws. This ineident shows the relation which existed
tween the Church and the Sabbath-keepers within its
ld, and also the place these men who afterwards became
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pillars in the first Seventh-day Baptist Churchin America
held among Baptists. Though still in covenant relations
with those who observed Sunday, they made their in-
Ruenece felt for the trus Sabbath, as is seen from the fact,
recorded in both Green’s and Arnold’s histories of Rhode
Island, that in 1667 they petitioned the general assembly
to have market day changed from the Sabbath to Thurs-
day. The assembly made both days market days.
Matters seem to have run smoothly along in this way
for two years, but in 1669 things transpired which caused

_ friction that finally resulted in the withdrawal of those

observing the Sabbath from the church and the organiza-
tion of a Seventh-day Baptist Church. The first cause of
disturbance was the fact that four of the eleven, Nicholas
Wild and John Solmon and their wives, deserted the Sab-
bath. This occurred in Jaouary and February, 1669, and
was a very sore irial to the others. Mr. and Mrs. Solmon
had been among the first to accept the Sabbath, while Mr.
and Mrs. Wild, who had come to the truth eighteen
months later, had been looked upon as among the most
steadfast, The faithful ones lopked on this as a flagrant
apostacy and with difficulty could bring themselves to
commune with those who had once known the truth and
then forsaken it, though they had no objection to com-
muning with those who had never known the truth, The
four resident elders in the Church, Dr. John Clark, Mark
Luker, Joseph Torey, and Obadiah Holmes now took oc-
casion to preach against the way those observing the Sab-
bath did till the latter, being grieved over the course pur- ;
sued, sought occasion at the close of the sermons to make
reply by defending the truth and themselves. Many in
the Charch were pained on account of the contention in
the Church and * Mr. Hiscox desired some to beseech the
elders to forbear such kind of preaching, or else they
should be put upon that work which they were loath to
travel in, viz, to leave the Church, if they could not find
quietness within," )
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“:Hereupon, for a few weeks, there wasa forbearanf:e;
that they went on in church fellowship and communion
th them at the table of the Lord, though many times
me of the church would say to them, ‘that if they were
their minds as to the Seventh-day Sabbath, they.cou]d
st have communed with them that did oppose it;’ to
hich seeming reflection they answered, ‘that they were
ath to separate if they could be quiet.’ And thus for .
)me years they walked.”

After this there was outward quiet for two years or

», In June, 1671, the peace was again broken by Eld-
olmes who attacked, in a sermon, those wh.o observed
1e Sabbath. They had attended the services of the
hurch, but had not always communed and had met on
1e Sabbath for mutual encouragement and prayer. The
ay Eld. Holmes renewed the attack in his sermon, Mr.
iscox tried to get him to say whom he meant in his ac-
asations, but he would not. ‘The next Fifth-day the
hurch called in Mr. Hiscox to . give an account why he
id not sit down with them at the table of the .Lord.”
everal church meetings followed this one in rap}d suc-
ession and there were long and heated discussions ?o
;hich the Church called those observing the Sabbath in
ccount for forsaking the communion and slandering the
rethren in saying that they taught that the law was
one away. The Sabbath-observers presented their
rievances with the Church which were (1) the harsh-
iess of their preaching, (2) the apostasy of the four who
ad turned back, and (3) the fact that the elders really
iad taught that the law was abolished. The longer they
liscussed the matter the more apparent it became that
hey could not walk in church fellowsbip.

Mr. Hubbard in a letter to his children in Misquami-

mt (Hopkinton and Westerly), one week l?efore they
ormed themselves into a Seventh-day Baptist Church,

rrites as follows:
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‘“This is to inform you upon what sermon Ruth heard Obe,
Holmes preach. Bro. Hiscox spoke publicly, admirably of free grace
by Jesus Christ, not by the works of the law, though holy just and
good; no, not by baptism and the like, calling sinners to repentance
for the breach of the law, etc. Then they breaking bread, we all
withdrew, they being troubled warned in all the Church (or delin-
quents) that stood off, as Bro. Jos. Clarke, T. Clarke, J. Man, .

S. Turnly, S. Rogers, Ed. Greenman, H. Hiscox, me, my wife,
Rachel, Andrew, R. Baster, to come in five days. So it was alleged,
because some keeping the 7Tth day, or Sabbath, either they in an
error or we, etc. Then Bro. Hiscox began, but they would not let
him,—every one must answer for himself lest others be led by him.
So they named me, but I would not be the first; then my wife laid
down three grounds; then Bro. Hiscox laid down his grounds, three
also; then Bro. Baster said: ‘Bro. Hiscox hath spoken my mind;’ so
said Rachel. Then Bro. Tory said, ‘Bro. Hubbard you may lay
down your grounds, if you will.” I answered ‘I believe there is but
“one God, creator of all things by his word at first, and then made the
7th day and sanctified it, rested on it, and was refreshed, never alter-
ing it, commanding it to be kept holy, etc., that Christ, our Lord,
established it, Mat. 5, the holy apostles established it, did not say it
was holy, but is holy, just, and good, and in the Rev. the dragon
made war with the woman’s seed that kept the commandments of
God, ete.” Bro. Tory said, ‘They required not my faith.’ I said,
‘It was one ground for my practice. (Note, Bro. John C. and Bro.
Tory wrote what all said, or some of it.) Bro. Weeden said, ‘ It’s

" his grounds and therefore should be written all or else not well.’ So

I went on saying that the backsliding of some from what they said
they had received of the Lord and one on his bended knees to God
gave thanks for the discovery of it, and another saying that if ever
God had discovered his grace to her soul, then He had made this also.
They replied fiercely, it was a tumult, J. Tory stopped them at last.
Bro. Hiscox, my wife and Rachel witnessed it. Another ground

was Obe. Holmes saying we had left Christ, gone to Moses, ete. -

The Church left off by appointing next 5 day, which was spent with
Bro. J. Clarke, so we, or some of us at least, attended, and such was
the good providence that, though I and my wife were in town, that
Bro. Hiscox being there and no other, they began with him; so I and
my wife came and heard the discussion that day. Next day again
Bro. Hiscox alone. Seeing how things were going to catch us, we
drew up our result, appointed Bro. Hiscox to declare for us all, in
God’s name and ours, an admonishment for preaching down God’s

holy 10 commandments, saying all done away, and upholding those
apostates, and standing Obe. Holmes preaching an untruth, (or we)
in God’s name.”’
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Among the many interesting things brought out in
his letter, found in Mr. Hubbard's Journal, is the fact
hat Eld. Obadiah Holmes had before this time been here
reaching against the Seventh-day Sabbath and trying to
ot those observing it here to turn away from it.

Tn the Seventh day Baptist Memorial, Vol. 1, No.1, is
o be found a fuller description of what was said on both
ides and the spirit that was shown by both. It is too
ong to be quoted here in full, but the following is the ac-
iount of the last two meetings:

#Phe next meeting was spent in endeavoring to remove Mr.
liscox's grounds, and there was much reasoning concerning  the
iders denying the ten words to be any rule to the Gentiles; they
hen endeavoring to show, that they were never commanded to keep
iny part of the law; to which thiose who were in the chservation of
he seventh-day replied, ‘that under the former dispensation there
was & church and o world as there now is; and as it is the duty of
‘he world now to repent and believe in the Gospel, so it was the
futy of the world to be proselyted and joined to the then church of
3od. This was by most of the elders denied, by affirming that God
made not the covenant with the Gentiles; and therefore no sin in
them, though they walked contrary to it. And others of the church
said, ‘they did not think the Gentiles would ever be blamed for the
breach of the ten words” Upon which they said, and endeavored to
produce scriptures to prove, ¢gl] under sin, and all to have gane out
of the way, and that whatsoever the law saith it saith to them that
are under the law, that all the world might become guilty before
God; and that they owned that by the deeds of the law none ghould
be justified, yet by the law is the knowledge of sin, both to Jews and
Gentiles.'

“'Then Mr. Tory replied, ‘It is a sad thing that we should thus
sbuse the Scriptures.’

41Po which Mr, Hiseox said, *I never met with any that did
understand them otherwise, but yourselves.’

#18p hy this time there was too much heat of spirit.

*Hereupon Mr. Holmes told the brethren, that ‘he judged they
were beside the work,” saying, ‘he thought they should put Bro.
Hiscox on it to prove his SBeventh-day practice, or else to fall under."

+ Upon which Mr. Hiseox said, * Bro, Holmes, you are not right
there; you shan't slip your neck out of the collar go; for the ground
of our difference is, that you and others deny God's law.?
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*'To which Mr. Holmes replied, with much concern, *You are
deluded, and ought to be made sensible of it

“*Then Mr. Hiscox answered, 'You have said more than this
before now, as that we have denied Christ, and hod not conscience
toward God in these malters. '

“Upon which Mr. Holmes said, ‘I again say, 1 do judge you
have and still do deny Christ, and that you have not conscienee in it,
for if you had, you eould not have walked with us till now, but must
have done otherwise, for had I been of your judgment, I must have
stoned you all to death befora now,’

"Mr. Hiseox replied, ' The more wicked you would have been for
your peins, for Ged requires no such thing of us or you.'

" Mr. Tory said, *that he judged that when the Church had en-
deavored to convinee them, if they remained refractory, then the
Church shonld wait & while, and after that to declare such to be none
of them.’

Y What!” said Mr. Hiseox, ‘must we be forced to walk by
your lags, and see by your eyes? You muy do what you please in
that matter.’

At that meeting, as well as at most others, they were blamed
for not taking advice of the leading brethren before they stepped
forward. Me. Clarke often told Mr. Hiscox, *that he stole into the
practiee.” To which those who ware in the practice of the Seventh-
day said, *What need is there for us to come to you, since we know
your judgment well enough, and that for a long time; nnd since the
matter hath been debated in the Church before all, we might wait
long enough before we conld have had leave given us to do that
which you would not do yourselves; and though we do own the
Church, and the officers that God hath set there, vet God hath
sometimes mede known part of his will to wenk gnes, that others
might not glory;’ and by applying themselves to Mr. Tory said,
*that notwithstanding that he was an Elder, yet he was not perfect
in his knowledge, but might stand in need of the meanest of the
Church.'

‘* At that meeting, everything appeared dark, s though there
was no likelihood of accommodation to be one chureh,

‘*Hereupon Mr. Hiscox desired to propose something to the
Churech, which was, that since there was an apparent difference be-
tween them, and if they could not go on as formerly, he, in behalf of
the rest, desired the Chureh seriously to consider, whether it would
not be more for the glory of God, and both their comforts, to let
them have their liberty to walk by themselves, ns they were per-
guaded, and so to maintain as much love s possible, seeing there is
no likelihood of their agrecing.
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“Many being weary of the eontest, said, ‘It is time to set one

ﬂﬁlnﬁ%r?i;&:;fﬂr. Tory replied, ' I will never yield to it as long as
1 live:" and Mr. Holmes hacked the expression, *Nor I neither.” )
i Ifpon which Mr. Clarke said, * What rule have you for this
-'Ii
mattfﬁr Hiseox answered, To do to others as we would they
should do tu us; would not you have had the same liberty at Seconk,
and clsewhers, when you differed from other churches that you had
ith?”
wnlkfﬂm which it was answered, ‘ That Scripture was too short,
4 relation to outward things.”
for &:?;{?'a Hiscox—* Thers is that word, ‘How can two walk to-
gether except they are agresd?’—we differ in matters c:f great
weight, though you malke light of them; thereis that saying alsa;
« As many grains of wheat malke one bread, so shuuld'the: saints be
ane in heart;' and it is plain we ain't so, for some can't sit down to
the table of the Lord because of us. Bro. Degel and Bro. Mann and
others say we have left Christ and gone to Moses, because we plead
the morality of the ten words; others say we undervalue Christ by
i recepts from Moses.'
mmﬁ Eprthis debate, it was by some pmpns:ad, that though they
did plead for the law, and the chureh did esteem it an error, whether
it is such an error as to exclude a brother forl'
1 Hareupon Bro. Wild made answer, that * they sl:tnu]dl be tender
of conscience, if they walked orderly, according to Christ’s last will
ter his resurrection.’
e t?f:;:%}itazix answered, ‘Not the cm?ma::ﬂa of Christ before
7 Ajn't they as binding as those & ter?’ .
i ﬂﬁf‘f-['hu which Mr?Tm']r replied, ‘I am sorry for your ignorance.
¢ After many things of this nature, and heirtg weary of the
contest, those five Sabbatarians met t.nget.har_tu consider what they
may with safety do, and answer a good mnsu:em:a;‘whﬂ.her to go on
with the Church as heretofore, or to declare their_dmﬂam from u:tm,
as such as did speak evil of the law; and, that since they had given
them the reason of not sitting down at the table of the 'Lcrrd Tr‘lth
them, they were the more sarnestly called furth‘ in preaching ?.gn'l.n.ah
the ohservation of the law than before; and, instead of finding out
aome middle way to ease things, every affair was drove to the last
extremity, by showing the law fo be the first covenant, and done
away; and though not in express wards, they were often called :e-
linquents, yet in words implying the same; and thsdnt‘the Church had
given the first cause of grief to them, Being Lunmlhug to separate
from them, if they could be easy, after seelting the Lord, they five
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coneluded to withdraw, since there was no hopie of peace in the
Church while they remained. Hereupon, they choze Mr. Hiscox: to
bie their mouth and deelure this.

“The next meeting, the four Elders were there, though not 5o
many others as at some other times. Mr. Clarke having sought the
Lord by prayer, then Mr. Holmes informed the Church that *he had
something that day with weight on his heart to declare unto them;
and that is," said he, *1st, Bro. Hiscox slandering the leading breth-
ven in saying they deny the law. 2nd, his charging those four per-
sons 4s apostates, saying in his judgment, the Church ought to make
Bro. Hiscox see his evil in charging them so highly, or elss, that the
church cught to look at THEM as such, and declare against them.
3d, it is reported that Bro. Hiscox did work ene first day till meeting
time, and then came and stood up in the church to sperk and pray.
4th, that he had broke bread on the Seventh-day of the week. Bih,
that in so doing he halth held eommunion with such as wers not
owned by the Chureh.' These five things Mr. Holmes declared to
have been matter of great grief to him; and hereupon called for the
help of the Church to deal with Mr. Hiscox for them as great evils,
though he never told him of these things in the preseribed order.

“ Hereupon Mr. Hiscox ezid, '1f yem have done, Brother

Holmes, I shall give you an anzwer to these things, for I am glad
that T have now a time to speak to them, for T have heard that you,
or some others, have spoke of such things abroad, though not to me.
And as to the first, that I have slandered the leading brethren in say-
ing they have denied the law or ten words to be ‘2 rule to us Gen-
tiles, either before or after faith, I HAVE so said, and DO say so still,
and if Bro. Holmes, or any other do deny it, their last sin would ba
as bad as the first; having done it publicly and privately, should you
deny it, "twould only ba adding sin tosin. As to the second charge,
for my calling those four persons apostates, we can look on them no
better; for what is apostasy but the denial of that which persons
once professed to be the mind and will of Ged, in a back way?
Would you not count us such, if we should deny water baptism, and
turn our backs upon it, and plead for the baptism of the spirit only,
a5 too many do at this day?"*

#Ta which Mr, Tory replied, ‘that if apostasy meant to deny
that which persons once professed, then that most of his Church are
apostates.”

“Mr, Hiseox replied, * Look you to that; if you have done any-
thing in the name of the Lord, and have forsook it, then you have
need to repent of it. As to the third thing Bro. Holmes said, it is
grossly false: for I never in all my life came from my wotk to
epeak and pray in the Church but once, and that was many years
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rdinary occasion, when Bro.
and that was upon & more than o

;zw:-ke was sick:’ and farther gaid, *T cannot but wonder at you,
ro. Holmes, of whom 1 heard before I saw your face, that you
suld ns freely weave a yard of cloth on a first day, before meeting,

her time.” - '

5 at'?nT}; ':hich afr. Holmes replied, ' Did you ever ses me do 1t'3_
1Mo, =aid Mr, Hiscox, * But T have seen you come to mecting
2 & fiest day with your leather apron on, 28 if you had come Erum
our work, which made me think it might be true; especially hear-

u gay you knew no Sahbath but Christ.’ \
* lll*‘T‘B;.rjrthva time he had so far procesded, there was 80 much dis-

i i ken to.
in the meeting, that the othar things were not spo
rder'll'nﬂpan ihiﬂthr. Hiscox desived to offer some seriptures to
rove that it was lawful to set presepts of hulineﬁs_ fmn} the Old
"estament, as that of Feter, ‘Be ye holy, because it i8 written, Be

I.am holy,” and some other places. )
= hui;:r: Tf'[l:rreupnn Mr. Clarke said, * You undervalue the Son to make

recepls from tha servant.”
J P::g]g[m Tory then eaid to the Church, that he thought they had

i i . Hiseox, &
et E’I?ﬁ“h‘iﬂihﬁﬁ’hf&mhfﬁm Tth, 1671."
Sixteen days after the withdrawal so-called, on J::l.n.
5. 1672, the first Seventh-duy Baptist Church i_n America
was organized. Mr. Hubbard malces the following record:
“We entered intoa ehurch convenant the 23d day of Dec.,

ford, Samuel Hubbard,
1671, (old style). Wm. Hiseox, Stephen Ih_{um 5 ;
Roger Baster, Sister (Tacy) Hubbard, Sister Mumford, Sister Ra-

chel Langworthy."”

When the Sabbath-observersin this parlof the r:_nl_uny
withdrew from the Baptist Church in Newport and joined
the new Church, we are not told. They were not among
the first seven, but they must have taken this s'tep very
spon, for in 1673, or the year following the founding of the
Church, Mr. Hubbard wrote that they had seven com-
municants in Newport and four in Westarly.

This separation took place more than five years after
Mrs. Hubbard embraced the Sabbath. All this time the
Sabbath-observers had been trying to keep the Sabbath
and remain in & church which observed Sunday. This
attempt was a failure, and from the accounts which have
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come down to us it wis not their fault, they were forced
to withdraw and form a church of their own. This fact is
very plainly set forth in a letter which BEld. Hiscox and
Mr. Hubbard wrote in 1680, in behalf of the little Church
to a chureh in Boston.  He writes as follows;

“The cause of our separation lieth at their door, and had it
not been that they had proved themselves as bad persecutors of ua
with the tongue, and shot as bitter and sharp arrows sgzinst us as
ever any in the Bay did against them, we had for ought we know,
have been together till this time. And for 0. H. {Obadiah Holmes)
to charge ws now again for his work and others. It is not long since
that yourselves were as bad in their account for having to do with
Mr. Miles, and for singing of psalms, and to public worship with
others. We know not what makes the change. [t isnot many years
gince there was a great endeavor by John Pepidy to bring them and
o5 together again, but to no purpese. Brother Hiscox asked brother
Wesden and brother Philip Smith to tell him truly what they did
think, if we did come together again, whother there was likelihood
of a comfortable being together. And they said for their parts they
should be glad of it; but did in troth eonfess they thought it would
be uncomfortable both for them and us, saying that to their great
trouble there was that old spirit among them still. And yet we go
under reprosch by him as the offending party; though our God knows
that separstion was very greivous to us, could we have helped the
same; and we appeal to our God that we desire to be in love with all
the saintz of God, and as far sz we can go on with them, and where-
in we can not with all tenderness to wait on the God of light, to show
that to others he hath to us; and our comfort is, that though we are
reproached, it iz for the truth's sake, and for contending for the
royal law of God, that if our Lord may be believed, shall stand till
Heaven and earth pass away. Though many say haere itis done
away; and others take and leave what they please of it, and as to
the 4th precept how are men taking on them to change it at their
pleasure and to call 2 common working day the Lord’s Day and Sab-
bath day, when there is neither precept, promise nor example for
the seme in all the book of God, that gives it any such term. The
Lord hasten that promise that saith he will take away the name of
Balaam out of his people’s mouths and turn to his people & pure
language. The Lord diredt you in all your ways, that you may still
be going step by step, in the knowledge of the mystery of the Father
and of Christ; and we remain your brethern in the Lord,

Signed by us in the behalf of the Willinm Hizseox.
rest this 1st day of the 12m., 1670, Samuoel Hubbard. "'
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One is impressed with the freedom from personalities
hich characterize the discussion, and subsequent history
adicates that the relations between the new Church and
he one from which its members had withdrawn was
hereafter friendly. All this shows the Christian spirit
nd noble character of the men and women in both
hurches. Mr. Benedict in his history of Baptists, says
his was the sixth Baptist church in America, and the
Japtists for several generations considered Seventh-day
3aptist churches as regular Baptist churches. Mr,
3aclkus ealls it the Third Baptist Church of Newport. 1t
< also on record that the Seventh-day Baptist Church
vas asked to send messengers to sit in council with Bap-
ist churches for the purpose of settling church troubles
n Baptist churches.

Let us remember that this Church composed of people
iving in Newport, Southwestern Rhode Island, and East-
srn Connecticut, though the first Seventh-day Baptist
“hureh in America, was by no means the origin of the
Seventh-day Baptist denomination. The Sabbath gues-
tion was a burning issue during the Reformation. When
men eime to take “The Bible, the whole Bible and noth-
ng but the Bible” as the rule of faith and practice, the
Seventh-day Sabbath of both testaments came hefora
them. Many believed that it was as essential to observe
the day which Christ and the apostles observed as it was
to use the mode of baptism which they used. In spite of
the persecution and death by persecution of those who
accepted these views, Seventh-day Baptist churches were
formed. In fact the Waldenses and others had observed
the Sabbath during the dark ages the same as some of
them had practiced immersion. The first Christian
church was a Seventh-day Baptist church and there have
been such churches from that day to this. John the Bap-
tist was the first Seventh-day Baptist.

William Hiscox was chosen pastor of the new Church.
There is no record of his ordination and the Journal of
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Samuel Hubbard shows that Mr. Hiscox had not been
ordained twelve years after this, or in 1684 Mr. Hub-
bard deplores this state of affairs, but the majority seem
to have thought it was not pecessary that their pastor
should be consecrated by men.

The Church had neither official name nor articles of
faith other than the Bible. In 1781, more than one hun-
dred years after its founding, the Church, when asked by
a sister church to adopt a certain rule, replied, ** That the
best rale for the government of the church is the Serip-
tures.” As to name, we find in the first minutes in the
first record book extant the Church is referred to as
“The Church of Rhode Island and Westerly.” By
“'Rhode Island® they meant the island, not the whole
eolony, and by *Westerly" the towns of Westerly, Hop-
kinton, Charlestown, and Richmond. Some times it was
spoken of as the ** Church,’ at other times the “Congre-
gation," but it had no official name. One part of the con-
gregation had no pre-eminence over the other. The pas-

“tor, Eld. William Hiscox, resided in Newport, but the
clerk of the Church, till about the time it became two
churches, was Joseph Clarke, who resided in Hoplkinton or
Westerly, as did also Eld. John Crandall and later Eld.
Willinm Gibson, who succeed Eld, Hiscox.

After the withdrawal from the Baptist Church in
Newport, the work soon spread to New London, Conn.,
evidently through the Seventh-day Baptists in this part of
the Colony, for in Feb., 1675, Ruth Burdick writes from
here to her father as follows: * Upon this, the 13th day
of this month, our brethren came again from New London
to give us & visit and to partake in the breaking of bread.”

*This same year, in May, Mr. Hiscox and Mr. Hulbbard
went to New London. Again in September, four mes-
sengers from New London came to Newport for help, and
Mr. Hiscox and Mr, Hubbard were sent back with them.
They baptized three, and **added them to the Church."
The constubles made them trouble as they had Eld. Cran-
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lall when he was there; and when there on the same mis-
ion the next year, the constable arrested Mr. Hiscox
vhile preaching, and took him before » magistrate, where
here was much discussion and all were released.

Thus the work was carried on amid much hardship
nd, in Connecticut, with persecution. Notwithstanding
hese difficulties. in 1678, Mr. Hubbard reported twenty in
Jeswvport, seven in Westerly, and eleven in New London.
Chree years later there were twenty-nine in Newport. one
n Providence, four in Plymouth Colony, five on Martha’s
/ineyard, two of whom were Indians, one in Narragan-
iett, seven in Westerly, and four in New London. Seven
n New London differing regarding some doctrines and
ractices had ceased to walk with the Church-and formed
he sect known as Rogerens. As the years passed the
Jhurch made converts in Shannock, Plumb Island, and
»ther places and received them into the Church upon pro-
‘ession of faith, baptism, and the laying on of hands._
~ Notwithstanding the wilderness sparsely settled, dis-
>utes and persecutions over the boundary line, Indian
wars prolonged, and deaths, the number of Sabbath-
reepers in Southwestern Rhode Island in 1678 was re-
sorted to be seven. Two years later they had sufficiently
nereased to build a meeting-house—a house in which this
Church worshiped till 1835, or one hundred seventy-five
years. Following this the growth was much more rapid,
‘ar surpassing the increase in Newport and elsewhere.
[n 1708 the number had increased to seventy-two, while
;he pumber in Newport was forty-one. “The Church
records show that during the sixteen years previous to
1708, three-fourths of the business meetings were held
with this branch of the congregation, and that when the
Piscataway Church (New Jersey) was organized, in 1705,
t sent the man chosen to be its pastor here to be ordained.
His ordination took place in the church where the Seventh-
lay Baptists had then worshiped twenty-five years,
though the Piscataway Church is reported in the Year
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Book as having been organized three years before this
one,
BECAME A DISTINCT CHURCH

As the years passed there grew up a conviction that
the Cliurch should become two churches. This was not
because of any friction, for there is no indication of any.
It appears that their sweet fellowship had caused them to
postpone the separation too long. In nceordance with this
sonse of what wos best, the Church at the General Meet-
ing held in 1708, in the meeting house where the Minis-
ters' Monument now stands in the First Hoplkinton Ceme-
tery, passed an act making two churches. The action
reads:

“ At a yearly meeting of the Church, at Westerly, the 1Tth of
the Tth month, 1708, it iz ordered and appointed by mutual agreement
of the church that that part of the congregation in and about Wes-
terly shall be heneeforth a distinet congregation by themselves, and
alsa that purt of the congregation in and about Rhode Island shall be
a distinet church from that of Westerly, provided that the brethren
and sisters at Newport that were not present at said meating do
eonsent thereunto, "

The brethren in Newport who were not at this Gen-
eral Meeting reluctantly gove their consent, nnd asked
that Joseph Crandall, who evidently had been a deacon
before the separation, should be allowed to administer
the ordinance of baptism in both ehurches. To this the
brethren in Western Rhode Island readily consented, and
Joseph Crandall ten years later became the third pastor
of the Newport Church. '

The date of this separation has generally been given
as July 17, 1708, In the last decade it has appeared as
September 17, 1708. The last date is nearer correct by
two months thun the firsy, but it is an error of eleven
days, while the first is amiss two months and eleven days.
This was forty-four years before the change from old
style to new style, and the church records show beyond a
scintilation of doubt that the old style was the one accord-
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ng to which dates were recorded. By the old style the .

‘7 month” was September, and the **17 day” corres-
onds with the 28th day by the new style now used.
Phus the separation took place the 28th of September,
708. It was amid autumnal foliage and breezes, and not
he sweltering days of July.

This year is usually given as that of the founding of
he Chiarch. When one glances at the facts—forty-two
rears of Sabbath-keeping and teaching, thirty-six years
f organized effort for Christ, twenty-eight years of
worship in their own meeting-house, which had been the
;anctuary where, three years before, they had conse-
srated to his work the first pastor of the Piscataway
Yhurch—we say this date is misleading in that it does not
;ell all. It is the date of the separation, when one church
secame two. not the constituting of either, and this is the
may the brethren and sisters of that day looked upon it.
[t never occurred to them that the record book containing
’he past records belonged to one church more than the
yther, and the book being in the hands of the clerk in
Southwestern Rhode Island was kept here and used to
zeep the records of this Church till the book was full.
For about twenty years during the last cemtury the
Ohurech reported itself to Conference as being constituted
1t the same time as the Newport Church. This might
have been a little misleading and these sentences have
been written only to emphasize the fact that “1708" omits
the struggles, prayers, hopes, faith, love, and achieve-
ments of one generation of pioneer Seventh-day Baptists
on this historic ground, a period full of thrilling deeds

and wise building, one to which these brief prosy lines by -

no meaus do justice.

The brethren and sisters in Western Rhode Island
now being a church by themselves, completed the sepa-
rate organization by choosing and ordaining officers. A
pastor was the first to be selected. Instead of choosing
3 young and inexperienced man, as would be done in the
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.twentieth century, * It was agreed and desired that our

aged brother, John Maxson, Sen.. be the person.” He
was then seventy years of age, ripe in experience, wisdom

" and the Christian graces. His eyes had beheld the rise

of the Church from the first, forty-two years. He was
chosen at the first meeting following the separation and
was ordained three days later. The record reads:

“The 20th of said month (O. S.) our beloved brother, John
Maxson, Sen., was ordained to the place and office of an elder of the
congregation in and about Westerly by fasting and prayer and lay-
ing on of hands.”’

It appears that Joseph Crandall had been deacoun in
the Church for some years, though thers are no minutes
showing when he or any one else was appointed to that

" office. In April, the year following, Joseph Clarke, Jr., was

ordained deacon, and in 1712 he was ordained to the office
of elder and Joseph Maxson, Jr., was elected to the office

. of deacon.. The office of deacon meant much in that day,

as the deacon was authorized to baptize, and it was under-
stood that he was to become an elder in due time. From
this date forward more than one hundred years, there
was no time when the Church did not have two elders,
and some times four or five. ' :

NAME

For nearly fifty years after the separation from the
brethren in Newport, the Church was referred to as *the
Sabbatarian Church in Westerly,” or ‘in and about
Westerly,”” or ¢ Westerly and Vicinity,” the Seventh-day
Baptists in Western Rhode Island and Eastern Connecti-
cut being numbered among its members. After what
was Westerly at the timne of the organization of the Church
was divided into four towns, and the house of worship
was by said division in Hopkinton, the Church was known
as the Hopkinton Church. In 1819 a charter was secured
from the state legislature in which the name was “The
Seventh-day Baptist Church of Christ at Hopkinton.”
Some years after other Seventh-day Baptist churches

R '.'|' "
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had been organized in Hopkinton, the Church applied to
the state legislature to have the name chaunged to *The
First Seventh-day Baptist Church of Hopkinton.” This
was granted in 1880. '

GROWTH OF CHURCH

With such a company of noble men and women or-
ganized in Christ's name, the future of the Church was
assured. Its growth was steady from this on for more
than one hundred years, in fact from the day Ruth Bur-
dick commenced to keep the Sabbath in 1666. Four years
after the separation, 1712, the number had increased to
one hundred thirty, and in 1718 to one hundred fifty. We
find no list of members after the last date named for
fifty years, or till 1768, when the number was two hundred
seventy-six. Twenty-five years later, 1793, the number
had increased to four hundred thirty-two, and in 1808, one
hundred years after the separation from Newport, the
number was seven hundred sixty-four, a little more than

ten times what it was in 1708. The largest membership .

was in 1816, when the number was nine hundred forty-
seven. It has been suggested that at this time it was one
of the largest, if not the largest, in America, but we have
pot figures to make comparison.

There appears to have _been a constant addition by
profession of faith and baptism, with frequent sweeping
revivals. Three hundred ninety-five were added during
the pastorate of Eld. Joshua Clarke (1773-1793), and one
hundred eighty in one year. Two hundred were added.in
one year during the pastorate of Eld. John Burdick, and
over one hundred eighty-six in one year during the pas-
torate of Eld. Abram Coon. In the twenty-six years from
1812 to 1838 over one thousand entered the fellowship of
the Church. The number added while Eld. Matthew Still-
man was leading pastor was seven hundred fifty-four.
During almost every pastorate there has been a large in-
crease, often fifty or one hundred in a single year.
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For more than a century this Church was the only one

in several adjoining towns to live. Other denominations

made effort to establish churches but failed. This was
not because they were oppressed by the Seventh-day
Baptists, as the following quotation from Arnold’s History
of Rhode Island shows:

‘“The Rev. N. Prince, missionary at Westerly, expresses his
astonishment at the kind treatment he received, so unlike that which
everywhere else was accorded to those who differed from the prevail-
ing religious sentiment. He says: ‘The sectaries here are chiefly
Baptists, that keep the Saturday as a Sabbath, and are more numer-
ous than all the other persuasions throughout the town put together,’
and then proceeds to express his wonder: *that those Baptists who I
supposed would oppose me, and all of the same interest with me,
should be so far from it, that they have expressed a gladness of a
minister’s coming to thdse of a different persuasion from them;
that instead of separating and keeping at a distance, they should
many of them come with my own hearers, and be as constant as
most of them, and but few that would not occasionally do it, and
manifest their liking; that when I supposed that if they did come, it
would be to pick, and carp, and find fault, and then go away and
make the worst of it, that they should come after a sermon and
thank me for it; that instead of shunning me and keeping off from
an acquaintance with me, they should ipvite me to their houses, and
be sorry if I would pass without calling; that their two ministers in
the town, who I expected would be virulent and fierce against me,
and stir up their people to stand to their arms should not only hear
me, thank me, visit me, but take my part against some few of their
own persuasion that showed a narrow spirit towards us, and be the
most charitable and catholic, whom I thought to have found the
most stiff and prejudiced.’”’

This was written about 1727.

THE MOTHER OF CHURCHES

The decline of the Church in numbers was due in
part to emigration, but chiefly to the organization of other
churches from its numbers. Some time previous to 1745
a number of its members, and among them Eld. William
Davis, had settled in New Jersey and formed the Shrews-
bury Church. Churches were formed at Burlington,

i
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Conn., and Berlin, N. Y., from members of this Church
in 1780. :
The Sabbath-keepers in the vicinity of New London
had been members of this Church from the time of its
separation from the brethren in Newport, and had been
under its watchcare and discipline, the pastors and deacons
ministering to their needs. In 1784 they had become
strong enough to be formed into a church, and were thus
organized into what is now the Waterford Church. Mem
bers of the Church during the closing years of the
eighteenth century had settled in Brookfield, N. Y., and
in 1797 were set off as & church. The brethern pushing
on still farther west came to DeRuyter, N. Y., and they
with others were formed into the DeRuyter Church in
1816. The church roll shows thata company of twenty
five went from this Church and formed the First Verona
Church in 1820. - Another company settled in Little Gene-
see, N. Y., and became a church in 1827.

A little later a new move commences. Seventh-day

Baptists in Southwestern Rhode Island had clung to the
mother Church no matter how far removed. They could

not bear the thought of doing otherwise, so strong was
their love for the Church of their Redeemer. But in
1770 so many -members lived in the northern part of the
town (Hopkinton) that they asked the privilege of build-
ing a meeting-house in their midst. The reason for doing
this was that they were ten miles from the regular place
of worship. This request was granted and the house
built near Rockville. It was probably built in 1771, as
the records show that it was erected before the summer
of 1772. After the building of this house of worship the
one at the regular place of meeting, where they had wor-
shiped for ninety years, was called the *Lower Meeting-
House” and the new one, the * Upper Meeting-House.”
This continued for sixty-five years, or till the organization
of the Rockville Church. At each church not alone were
religious services beld, but business meetings as well,
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-each section keeping its records and receiving and
disciplining members living in its vicinity. Whatever
. action was taken at either place was called the action of
the whole Church. They could have been two churches,
but the ties of Christian friendship bound them together
so closely that they continued to be one church fo; three
generations.

] These two meeting-houses were ten miles apart, and
in 1799 meetings commenced to be held regularly on the
Sabbath at Hopkinton City, about midway between them.
From this time till 1835 the Church had three places
where its members met every Sabbath to worship. Itis
evident that the elders divided the work of preaching and
pastoral ministration among them so that each plzce of
worship was supplied. Only once do we find recorded
a;lg action by the Church outlining the appointment of the
elders. '

‘In 1835 the brethren at Hopkinton City became the
~ Second Hopkinton Church and those at Rockville were set
off as the Rockville, or Third Hopkinton Church, The
brethren in the vicinity of Dunn’s Corners were set off
under the name First Westerly in 1837, while the brethren
residing in the village of Westerly became the Paucatuck
Church in 1840. Three years later, 1843, a church was
also formed from members of the mother Church in
South Kingston, R. I. The Greenmanville Church, at
Greenmanville, Conn., was set off in 1850, and the Second
Westerly, at Niantie, R. I., in 1858,
~ Besides these fifteen churches organized largely from
members of this Church, many families from it have
helped to make up other Seventh-day Baptist churches
and several of the fifteen in turn have set off churches’
from their numbers. The psalmist says of Zion that she
is the mother of men. This church has been the mother
of Churches as well as men.
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Hubbard wrate, "0 that we could have a general meeting,

" but winter is coming upon us."

Next May in a letter to a friend he writes: *This

" Church has appointed a general meeting to be here the

14th day of May, 1684." After the meating was over he
wrote aboutit, telling who were there, nnd what was done,

This General Meeting commencead May 25, 1684, anly
twelve years after organization of the chureh at Newport
and Southwestern Rhode Island, and was the first of
which we have any record. The third jtem in the first
record bool is the appointing of a General Meeting in
Southwestern Rhode Islund which was to be hald the lnst
Sabbath in the seventh month (September). These meet-
ings were continued more or less regularly for more than
a century in both the Newport and Hopkinton churches.
During the latter part of the eighteenth century sister
churches elsewhere joined in these meetings and they
became the Seventh-day Baptist General Conference in
1802, having commenced in 1684 rather than in 1696,

PASTORS AND OTHER MINISTERS

That the Church was greatly blessed in the seleetion
of ministers is not alone an evidence of the wisdom of its
members, but also that it was under the guidanee of the
Holy Spirit. The first pastor was John Maxson, 1st.
Several writers have said that he was the first white child
born on the island of Rhode Island. His birth occurring
in 1638, he must have been among the first. The father
of John Maxson was killed by the Indians before John's
birth and his mother, with others, fled in a boat from
Counnecticut to the island of Rhode lsland, where John
was born, He was among the first to go from Newport to
Misquamicut for the purpose of building homes, When
he embraced the Sabbath we do nat know, but it was
soon after the organization of the Church. He had shared
all the struggles of that part of the church living in Wes-
tern Rhode Islind. Upon the separation into two
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¢hurches he was chosen pastor, as already indicated, He
wns seventy years of age when chosen and served a little
gver twelve years, or until December, 1720.

John Maxson, 2d, son of the first pastor, was the
second leading elder. He had been chosen deacon in 1712,
and ordained an elder in 1716. He was fifty-four years
old when he became leading elder, in 1720, and died July.
1747, having served as pastor nearly twenly-seven years.

Joseph Maxson, also a son of the fivst pastor, was the
third leading elder. He was chosen to the office of descon
in 1716, was ordained an evangelist in 1732, and an elderin
1739. He became pastor upon the death of his brother in
1747, and was at this time seventy-five years of age, and
his pastorate lasted till his death in 1750.

The fourth pastor was Thomas Hiscox, son of Flder
William Hiscox, first pastor at Newport. He came from
Newport to Western Rhode Island about the time of the
separation from Newport, and was chosen deacon in 1716,
but I find no record of his ordination, though he is spoken
of us 4 deacon twenty years Jater. He was appointed an
slder in 1710, but declined. In 1732 he consented to be
ordained an evangelist. He was ordained at Newport and
the people there were so much pleased with him that he
was by vote of the Church asked to preach for them when
he could, and for the next forty-five years he seems to
have been a favorite in Newport. In 1743 he was again
culled to the office of an elder in the Church, but declined.
Upon the death of Elder Maxson in 1730 he was chosen
leading elder. He was at this time sixty-four years of
age, and he served as pastor until his death in 1773
Flder Hiscox served the Church also as clerk, and his
town as clerls, justice of peace, and treasurer, acting in
the latter capacity sixty years

Joshna Clarke, son of Elder Thomas Clarke, who had
served the Church as assistant elder very acceptably
for a number of years, was the fifth pastor. He was

chosen deacon in 1756, and twelve years later wasor-
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dained anelder. Upon the death of Elder Hiscox he became
the leading elder and served as such till bis death in 1793.
Aside from being an able and efficient pastor he was also
a trustee of Brown University, and a member of the
legislature for ten years.

John Boardick was the sixth pastor. Ha was chosen
deacon in April, 1772, and two years Inter ordained to the
office of elder. Upon the death of Elder Joshua Clarke he
hecame pastor, ab the agzeof sixty-one. He served till his
dheath in 1895 We know so little of the appearance of
these men that I quote the following £ i
oy e q g from the pen of Miss

“Rev, John Burdick wasrtather i i
plection, blue eyes, and fair hair, wur?: 1!;.1!.::;-]: Ifu:: IaTT.;ngﬁhﬂtg;:;?l;
and earnest, there was a pleasantness, tenderness, and pathos in his
apenc_h, and a courtesy and amenity of manners, that rendered him
pecalinrly attractive to all who came under his influence. He was
not only loved and venerated by his own people, and by them likened
ta ‘the beloved deciple,” but when ealled to preach in distant neighbor-
hoods, was gladly received, and crowds flocked to hear him.*"

Upon the death of Elder John Burdick, Abram Coon
became pastor. He was ordained an evangelist in 1793
and served the Church #s evangelist four years and as
pastor eight, dying September, 1813,

The eighth pastor was Mathew Stillman. He was
ordained elder June, 1804, and became the leading elder
upon the death of Elder Coon, though e was not elected
to that place by formal action of the Church till 1819. He
served the Church till his death in 1838. It will be re-
membered that the Church reached its largest member.
ship during these years and that there were several
precioas revivals. At one time there were four elders
in the Church besides Elder Stillman, and during most of
his [:uinisl;ry there ware three places where Sabbath
services were regularly held.

Daniel Coon, son of Elder Abram Coon, was the ninth
pastor. He was licensed in 1818, and ordained one year
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er. He was pastor in Brookfield, N. Y., for a time, but
1836 returned to the home Church, and after Elder
illman’s death served the Church as leading elder till
53. He died in 1858. He was a man with a very power-
| voice and ‘‘spoke with ease, fluency, and often
hemence. In prayer was fervent and impassioned.”
the last year of his pastorate he was assisted by Elder
icius Crandall as evangelist.

Before we mention the other pastors itis well that
: pause a moment for reflection. Thereare some things
vealed in these first nine pastorates just named that are
zhly interesting and instructive. The first nine pas-
rs were members of the Church when consecrated to
e sacred office and had all grown up in the church ex-
pt John Maxson, 1st, who, though a mature man when
embraced the Sabbath, had been connected with the
ciety nearly forty years before being chosen its first
stor after the separation from Newport. The pastors
10 have served since this group of nine, with one ex-
ption, have had no connection with the church previous
their call to the pastorate. The one exception was
der A. B. Burdick, who grew up a poor boy in the
wurch, and was licensed and ordained by it. His services
ing needed more elsewhere he served other churches,
1ere great revivals accompanied his labors. After an
sence of about twenty years, during which he proved
mself a brilliant orator and ready speaker on any
iestion, he returned and became the pastor of the Church
his boyhood and to have his ministry end uunder a dark
adow. The first nine not only were the fruit of the
wrch, its own sons, but with the exception of Elder
niel Coon; when once chosen to the office, they served
| death. They were not allowed to withdraw from the
ice no matter how old and feeble. This was settled
1en Elder John Maxson, 1st, asked to be released and the
wurch responded by appointing another elder and choos-
7 another deacon, who was authorized to baptize. The
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first six were first deacon, then elder, and finally leading
elder. Three others, though never made deacon, were
first chosen evangelist, then elder, and lastly became
leading elder. For some years it was the understanding
that a deacon would become in due time an elder, and
they were chosen with that thoughtin view. Itevidently
became difficult to get a sufficient number of men to
accept the office under this rule, and it was dropped by
vote of the Church, and yet for nearly one hundred years
all the pastors had served as deacon before becoming an

elder. Under the plan thata pastor served for life the

pastorates were exceptionally long. The nine served one
hundred forty-seven years, or an average of sixteen years,
to say nothing of the time they served the Church before
they become leading elders. Their ripe age when called
to the highest office in the gift of the Church surprises
us today. John Maxson, 1st, was seventy, John Maxson,

2nd, was fifty-four, Joseph Maxson was seventy-five,

Thomas Hiscox sixty-five,-Joshua Clarke fifty-six, John
Burdick sixty-one, Abram Coon thirty-nine, Mathew Still-
man thirty-two, and Daniel Coon forty. It will be-seen
from these facts that these men did not enter the pas-
torate of the Church without preparation as has often
been represented. They had not had the advantage of
colleges and seminaries, but they had long years of ex-
perience and testing before being entrusted with the
pastoral care of the Church. Their preparation was

different from that of the schonls, nevertheless it was.

real preparation of the highest character. The Church,
while being very diligent in endeavoring to lead men
into the ministry and in giving them opportunities to
develop, was also most cautious as to the preparation and
ability of its elders. They were able men, monuments
to any church. The works they wrought speak louder
than words. g

In the last fifty-five years there have been nine pas-
tors, whose names and pastorates are as follows:

n

)
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Charles M. Lewis, 1853—1857
Joshua Clarke, 1858—1864
Alfred B. Burdick, ' 1864—1871
Arthur E. Main, 1871—1880
‘Wardner C. Titsworth, 1881—1883
Ira Lee Cottrell, 1884—1891
George J. Crandall, , 1891—1899
Clayton A. Burdick, 1899—1904
William L. Burdick, ' 1904 to date

OTHER MINISTERS IN THE CHURCH

Beside the pastors eight ministers have served this
Jhurch in the ministerial office, and some of them long
nd faithfully.

Elder John Crandall, already mentioned several
imes, was the first Seventh-day Baptist minister (and
robably the first of any denomination) in Western Rhode
sland. He was a son-in-law of the famoius Samuel Gorton
nd his wife, Elizabeth Gorton Crandall, was the first in
wmerica to die in the faith of the Sabbath. Elder Cran-
all was'a contemporary with Roger Williams, and like
im had been persecuted for his Baptist beliefs and
ractices, once having been imprisoned in a Boston jail
long with Dr. John Clarke and Obadiah Holmes. Elders
randall and Clarke were fined and Elder Holmes was
'hipped. He was one of the purchasers of Misquamicut,
nd also one of the first settlers therein. His church re-
itions had been with the First Bapiist Church at New-
ort, in which he had been an elder till he embraced the
abbath. The date of this event is not known, but it
robably was not long after the Sabbath-keepers in New-
ort organized themselves into a church. After em-
racing the Sabbath he did valiant work for the truth in
'estern Rhode Island and Rastern Connecticut. Here
> ministered unto the communicants and baptized and
:ceived into the followship of the young Church those
ho offered themselves as willing candidates. His death
seurred, as near as we can gather from the journal of
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Samuel Hubbard, about the beginuing of the year 1676.
Perhaps his name shou]d head the list of pastors of this
Church.

As already recorded in the sketch of the Newport
Church, Elder William Gibson lived with this part of the
congregation after about 1680, and as co-laborer with
Elder Hiscox was really the pastor of the Sabbath-keepers
in Western Rhode Island and Connectlcut till the
separa.tlon

Elder Joseph Clarke was elder in the Church with
Elder John Maxson, 1st, and would have been pastor, or
leading elder, upon the death of Eld. Maxson had he not
died before Eld. Maxson. Elder Clarke was ordained
deacon in 1709, became an elder in the Churchin 1712,
and died in 1719. The Church lost a promising leader in

" his death.

Elder Thomas Clarke was an assistanl leader in the '

- Church with Elder Thomas Hiscox. He was ordained a

deacon in 1735 and elder in 1750. In this last-capacity he
served till his death, seventeen years later. He, too,
would have been the pastor had he not died before Elder
Thomas Hiscox.

Elder Christopher Chester grew up in the Church,
was licensed to preachin 1832, ordained to the ministry

-$wo years later, and with intermissions, during which he
~served other churches, served this Church asan assistant

elder till bis death.

Elders William Davis, Lucius Crandall and S. s>
Griswold have served the Church as ministers of the
gospel, though never formally recognized as pastors or
assistant pastors. For a number of years between 1711
and 1744 Eld. Davis was a member of this Church, but
just how much of the time we can not now tell. Though
unfortunate in having much troublé with the Church, it
is evident that during a part of the time in which he was
a member he was recognized as a minister. He has since
become famous as the ancestor of a large number of

AR N "
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eventh-day Baptist ministers, Elder Lucius Crandall
srved the Churchasan evangelist during the last months
[ the pastorate of Eld. Daniel Coon, and Eld. 8. S, Gris-
old acted as supply between the pastorates of Elders
has. M. Lewis und Joshua Clarke

Besides those who were pastors and assistant pas-
irs, eighteen ministers at least have grown up in the
hurch and served as Seventh-day pastors and mis-
onaries elsewhere:

Elder Joseph Crandall, thought to have been & son of
lder John Crandall, the first minister in Misguamicut,
4% called from this Church to the pastorate of the New-
ort Church upon the death of Elder William Gibson.

Elder John Davis, son of Elder William Davis, first
wstor of the Shrewsbury Church, was baptized into this
hureh in 1713, and was a member for more than thirty
2ATS, serving it in various ways. In 1748 he was chosen
1 elder, but declined to serve. He soon moved to New
arsey and became a member of the Shrewsbury Chuorch,
fter the death of his father he was closen pastor and
:nt back to the mother Church in Rhode Island to be
~dained. This took place July 23, 1746,

Elder John Maxson, the fourth pastor at Newport,
as also the fruitage of this Church. He grew up in the
hurch, and though declining the office of elder, when
ected thereto in 1743, yel seven years later he was

dained deacon with anthority to baptize, and in 1754
came pﬂ.ﬁtﬂr of the sister church at Nawpmt which he

ne :,ram-s previous to > the urgammtmn of the Burlington
nurch in 1780,

Elder William Bliss, the first pastor of the Berlin
hurch, moved from this Church to the Berlin Church
1d was ordained by his home Church upon request of
e ¢church in Berlin in 1783,




Elder Alfred B. Burdick

Born 1819, died 1887
Was Twelfth paster, 1884-1871

M
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Elder Henvy Clarke was first deacon in this Church,
and was ordained an evangelist and authorized to preach
and administer baptism and the sacraments the day
Elder John Burdick was installed as leading elder, 1793.
He became the pastor of the First Brookfield Church and
was anthor of Clarke's History of Seventh-day Baptists,
published in 1811, ;

Flder Asu Coon was ordained evangelist with Elder
Henry Clarke and was deacon at the time of his ordination
to the ministry. After having served as assistant pastor
eight years in the mother church he became the second
pastor of the Berlin Church.

Elder Amos Stillman, who was the last pastor of the
Burlington (Conn) Church, was reared uader the in-
fluence of this Church, but was not ordained till after he
became a member of the Burlington Church.

Elder Eli 8. Bailey was brought into the fold of Christ
when fifteen years of age by this Church, and received
his religious instruction vnder its fostering care, but did
not yield himself to the ministry till he removed to
Brooktield.

Elder William B. Maxson, who was one of the most
eminent ministers among Seventh-day Baptists in the
first half of the nineteenth century; Elder Amos R. Wells,
who was very active in missionary labors, and Elder
Thomas V. Wells, received their early religious training
in this Church and were ordained by it to the ministry.
William B. Maxson and Thomas V. Wells, together with
Daniel Coon, were ordained at the same time, and Amos
K. Wells a little later.

Elders John Greens and Henry P. Greene grew up
under the influence of this Church, though they did not
fully enter the ministry till after they moved elsewhere.
The former was one of the most successful evangelists
among Seventh-duy Baptists, and the latter served as
minister in the First Genesee Church for a number of
Feiurs
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Pres. William C. Kenyon, the first president of Alfred
University, grew up within, and went forth from, this
Church.

Elder Henry Clarke, who was pastor of First and
Second Westerly churches, was a member of this Church
till the organization of the First Westerly, when he joined
there and soon became its pastor.

Charles Saunders, who in 1854 was sent as missionary
to Palestine, was the fruitage of this Church, it having
been his home and that of his ancestors.

Elder Horace Stillman grew up in this Church and
was licensed in 1871, and ordained by it a little later.

Elder Edward B. Saunders joined the Church in 1906
and was recognized as an elder in the Church; also Elder
Earl P. Saunders joined the Church in 1907 and was
recognized as an elder in the Church.

DEACONS

The work performed by those who have served the
Church as deacons is a most interesting chapter in the
history of the Church. Their names form a long list of
most worthy and able men who went about baptizing,
ministering to the physical and spiritual needs of the
community, and sometimes preaching and administering
the sacraments. As has been stated already they were
expected in the early history of the Church to advance
to the office of elder and many of them did. Owing to
~-the omissions in the early records of the Church it has
been very difficult to determine whether certain ones
served as deacons or not, but the list given below is as
nearly correct as it can be made from the church records.
1t seems & pity to pass the service rendered by these
men with only a bare mention, but time and space will
allow nothing more. :

Joseph Crandall, made deacon before 1708, ordained elder

in Newport Church 1715
Joseph Clarke, ordained 1709, became elder 1712.
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John Maxson, 2nd, ordained 1712, became elder 1719

John Maxson, ordained 1716, ordained evangelist 1732.

William Tanner, ordained 1719.

Benjamin Burdick ordained 1719.

Thomas Hiscox, appointed 1716, again 1719, ordained
evangelist 1732.

Thomas Clarke, ordained 1735, became elder 1750.

Silas Greenman, appointed 1742, ordination not given.

John Maxson, ordained 1750, became elder. in Newport
Church 1754.

Joshua Maxson, appointed 1750.

Joshua Clarke, appointed 1756, became elder 1768.

William Bebee, ordained for service to those living in
New Londoa, Conn., 1757

Amos Maxson, appears as deacon, 1758.

John Davis, ordained deaconm 1768, became elder 1771.

John Burdick, ordained deacon 1772, became elder 1774

Asa Coon, ordained 1772, ordained evangelist 1774.

Zacheus Maxson, ordained 1772. )

Elisha Stillman, ordained 1779, died 1796.

Joseph Stillman, ordained 1779, died 1825.

Henry Clarke, ordained 1789, became pastor of First
Brookfield Church 1797, . - :

Daniel Babcock, ordained 1789, died 1846. -

Alpheus Burdick, ordained 1807, became deacon in the
Rockville Church 1835.

William Stillman, ordained 1807, Jjoined Pawcatuck

Church 1840.

Wait Clarke, ordained 1807, died 1817.

John Langworthy, ordained 1819, died 1835.

Daniel Lewis, ordained - 1819, died 1861.

Christopher C. Lewis, ordained 1835, died 1861.

Elnathan W. Babcock, ordained 1835, died 1858. R

Jonathan P. Stillmwan, ordained 1935, joined Pawcatuck
Church 1841,

Nathan Saunders, ordained 1854, withdrew from the office
1876, but was honored and respected by his brethren till his death

Nathan K. Lewis, ordained 1854, died 1870.

Matthew S. Kenyon, joined Church 1857, died 1907.

Oliver Langworthy, ordained 1871, died 1900.

Alfred B. Burdick, 2nd, ordained 1871, joined Waterford

* Church 1893.

Paul M. Barber, ordained 1888, to date.
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Eugens F, Stillman, ordained 1388, lo date.
Willigm L. Clarke, ordained 1900, to date,
Herhert C. Babeock, ordained 1900, to date.

At a church meeting, August 15, 1808, William Green-
man is mentioned as one of the deacons in attendance.
It is possible that he was a deaeon in some other chureh.

DISQIPLING

Perhaps there is no more instructive chapter in the
history of this Church than that which treatsof dizeipline.
Its records, like those of most churches, are largely filled
with matters of diseipline, and the wisdom and Christian
spirit shown is most delightful. The iden was not
punishment, bul to encourage, strengthen, and edify, as
well as to reprove and correct. The written confassion
of faith which was required of candidates for member-
ship during its early bistory wasin line with its policy.
Whether a wise or unwise policy, it made it pretity sure
that & candidate understood the step he was taking. It
would be expected that in a period of two hu ndred years
all kinds of offenses would appear. Licentiousness,
drunlkenness, Sabbath-breaking, profane language, duel-
ing, quarreling, fighting, dancing, card playing, varinus
forms of dishonesty, neglecting to attend Sabbath ser-
viees and church meetings, and a failure to support the
Church financially, are some of the offenses with which
the Church dealt. When members had financially diffi-
culties with ome another which they could not settle
themselves they were expected to ftuke them to the
Church, not to the civil courts, and the Church after in-
vestigation passed upon the case. When judgment was
once passed by the Church ina matter of this kind, all
parties concerned were expected to abide by the decision.
Ifany failed thus to do. they were dealt with, In one
case in the early history of the Church a brother of
strong character absolutely refused to abide by the
judgment of the Church and was excom municated, and in
after years came back into the Chureh.
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In the diseipline of the offending members by the
Church as an organization the first thing was the com-
plaint, and it was the established rule during a partof
its history, at least, not to hedr a complaint till Gospel
measure had been taken. The complaint was followed by
a citation to appear before the Church to answer the
charges. 1f satisfaction was given it was so voted and
dropped. If the supposed offender did not appear before
the Church to answer the charges he was cited again. If
he did not then appear, or if he failed to give satisfaction,
he was given a written admonition by the hands of a
messenger, or brethren were appointed to visit him with
the purpose of bringing him back to duty. When the
first udmonition was not responded toasecond wasgiveu.
Some of the admonitions are recorded and are most
wholesome reading. If the offender refused * to hear the
Chureh ' in the admonition, his name was dropped from
the roll. The usual form of the vote was and still is
«That Brother A. has gone out from us and is no more of -
us.” Sometimes, however, it was simply that the nume
be dropped, or that he be rejected. 1f the offender gave
evidence of genunine repentance he was freely [orgiven,
but if the offence was a heinous one, or there was not
good evidence of sincere repemtance, he was ‘‘placed
under admonition" till such time as the Church was satis-
fied. To be placed under admonition ‘was to be given a
written statement of the offense and an exhortation to
bring forth fruits werthy of repentence. While under
admonition one was not expected to commune. The
Church was most patient, One case of discipline appears
on the records for thirty years. The spirit of Christ
pervaded it all and many were reclaiimed by the wise.
tender, loving and firm discipline of the church. It
would seem strange today for the Church to “‘deal” with
members for non-attendance upon the Sabbath service, or
for failure to attend the business meetings of the Church,
but such cases were not uncommon in this Church onece,
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and those who refused to hear the Church regarding non-
attendance upon the Sabbath services were sometimes
cut off. If a member persistantly refused to hear the
Church about any matter, his name was dropped. The
discipline of the Church included the encouraging of the
struggling and disheartened. This was done not alone
by the personal work of the elders and lay members, but
the Church also voted letters of encouragement to mem-
bers in trial and discouragement. The fellowship in the
Church, as shown by the records, is something delightful
to contemplate. That they were not all of one mind al-
ways is very evident, but they were bound to each other
by bonds stronger than death. Remarkable harmony has
prevailed throughout the history of the church. Herein
lay one of the secrets of its phenomenal growth, streno't,h
and influence.

HOUSES OF WORSHIP
The Church proper has had only two houses of wor-

ship. The first one was built in 1680, it is said. This
was twenty-eight years before the congregation separat-

ed from that in Newport. It was located on the Paw-

catuck river where the Ministers' Monument now stands
in the First Hopkinton Cemetry. In this house the
Church worshiped one hundred fifty-five years. We
have no knowledge of its building, only that it was built
on land owned by Peter Crandall, son of Elder John Cran-

dall. The committee who reported the building no longer -

suitable for worship gives us a partial description of the
house. This description will be found in Vol. II. of the
church records, page 879 fi

In 1835 this house in which we now are was built on
the site of the old one. Seventeen years later it was

moved to its present location, one and one-half miles from

the original site. It has, sinceits removal, been enlarged
and remodeled at different times to suit the needs of the
congregation worshiping therein. Both houses have had
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galleries which have added much to their seating capacity,
and both have had the two Tables of the Law hung on the
wall back of the pulpit.

To these two houses, consecrated to the service of
Jehovah God, the devout believers, the tempted and the
tried, and the struggling ones of earth have come for two
hundred twenty-eight years. Within these sacred walls
hundreds, even thousands, have given their hearts to
Christ the Lamb of God, and many ministers have been
consecrated to the Gospel ministry. In the first church
the General Conference was organized one hundred six
years ago, growing out of a, meeting that had been held in
that house pretty regularly since about 1684. That house
was one of the first places of America to witness singing
in divine service. These two houses have been the
scenes of fasting and prayer and thanksgiving, When
famine stared the community in the face, when pestilence
and war were carrying away the loved ones, and when
interest in religion was at a low ebb, then the children of
God, at a time previously appointed by king, governor, or
Church, betook themselves to the sanctuary and humbly
and reverently prostrating themselves before the throne
of Grace implored God's mercy and help. When calamity
was averted and pestilence and war were passed by, they
came within these same walls to give praise and thanks-
giving. Throughout the history of the Church, particu-
larly the early history, days of *‘fasting and prayer” and

-thanksgiving have been common. There is not much

fasting these latter days, however. -

Besides these two churches where the Church pro-
per has met, it has built and owned another and partly
owned a third. As already stated the Church built a
house of worshipin 1771 at Rockville to accommodate the
part of the congregation there. Some time near the close
of the eighteenth century it seems to have had a principal
hand in building one at Hopkinton City, where the mem-
bers in that section worshiped.

-
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Down at the river a little distance from where the
first church stood and where this one was built was tha
baptizing pluce. At this point a house was built by the
Church in 1737 to nccommodate the candidates for baptism,
This house stood between the road and river about whera
the trolly erosses now. This house remained in service
till alter the church was moved up here, and was sold in
1835, huving done service one hundred cighteen yeurs,
In the flowing waters by this hause generation after gen-
eration of willing candidates, yielding their hearts to
Christ, were buried with him in baptism.

I need not tell you bow, on the spot where the first
church stood and where this one was built, has been
erected the Ministers' Monument. This serves two
purposes: It marks the place where the churches stood,
and also the last resting place of the elders who have died
in its service,

When the vote to move this Chureh to its present site
was finally takea there was a large majority in favor,
according to the records. Afterwards a few seemed
grieved and, to make a long story short, erected a small
church on the same spot. This was ealled the "“Spunk
Meeting-House." In 1806itwas moved to Niantie and be-
came the church of the Seventh-day Baptists of that
place. The good thing about it is that the records show
that the last one of the disaffected ones came back into
full fellowship with the Church.

FINANCE

In the early history of the Church the question of
finance was not one of importance, as there was but little
money used in connection with its work. The records do
not therefore suy very much about the su bject. The
elders had their farms and supported themselves mostly.
Tradition tells us that the brethren helped the elders with
their farm work, and that they (the elders) were the re-
cipients of many gifts-and favors. The church clerks
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Born 1246
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have been paid for their services duri ng the most of the
Chureh's history. The elders were paid when sent on
any special mission for the Church, one vote being that
they have three shillings per day. After a time they re.
ceived small snms from the Chureh's “stock," sometimes
forty or fifty dollars. The records show that this grad-
ually inereased. The following vote was passed Nov. 30,
1800:

“Voted, That a sum be rajssd for Elder (John) Burdick of
seventy dollars, which sum iz ta be paid by the 1st Jan., next, which
sum may be paid in corn at four shillings & pence bushel, or checse at
7 pence, butter at 1 shilling, or pork at 5 pence, ete.'"

Elder Lucins Crandall served the Church about one
year as evangelist in 1851 and 1852 and was the first to
receive a salary: his salary was four hundred dollars.
After this the salary gradually increased,

For one hundred fifty years the care of the poor was
given much more attention than an y other item of finance.
Throughout its history the Church has looked very care-
fully after its need ¥y members. Only once does there
appear lo be any intention to depart from this course,
and the Church looked upon this as a mistake and quiclkl ¥
reclified it. Sometimes three or four hundred dollars a
year have been spentin this way. Food, clothing, shel-
ter, nurses, and doctors have hean provided when needed,
It it was learned that a member was staying away from
church beecause he did not have clothes suitable to wear

_to chureh, the clothes were furnished.

Though there was not much attention paid to fnance
during the first fifty years of the separate history of the
Church, because there was no particular occasion, yet
for the last one hundred fifty years the subject has
been one of most caraful study. The Church commenced
by appeinting committees to devise methods. Their re-
ports were carefully discussed by the Church, and, if
approved, faithfully tried. Almest every method except
lottery and kindred ones have been before the Chureh
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and many of them tried. The financial history of the
Church, if written, would be a most valuable esntribution
to the subject of chureh finance.

At the annual meeting in 1850 they voted to raise
#$260.00. No sum larger than this had then ever been
voted for the regular yearly expenses. Today the sum is
larger by about ten times.

THE PART MEMBERS OF THE CHURCH HAVE ACTED IN MAT-
TERS INDUSTRIAL, EDUCATIONAL AND CIVIL

The purt the members of this Church have. acted in
industrial, educational, and state affairs wounld be a his-
tory in itself alone; a mere outline would be too long for
this sketch, and we must content ourselves with a glance
at a little of it. For two bundred forty years they have
been in the front rank. They were foremost in Western
Rhode Island when it was an agricultural distriet. Itis
recorded that they were well to do as a rule, their estates
were large, including several hundred acres, sometimes
as many as two thousand acres. When the section of the
state in which they lived turned its attention to manu-
facturing they led in that, and have ever since had a
prominent part in it, as they have in banking and other
industries.

It will be seen from the list given below that the
Chureh, from near its earliest beginning, had one or
more of its members in the colonial assembly almost
every year, and also that it has had one or more of its
members in the state legislature almost every year since
the Colony became a State, The list is made up of the
names of those who have beem members of the Churcl
and have represented Westerly and Hopkinton in the
colonial and state legislatures. There may have been
others from other towns, but this list, for which the
writer is largely indebted to Hons. George B. Carpenter,
add Elisha C. Stillman, and Secretary of State Chas. P,
Beunett, is not far from being complete.

- I"."I-
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Tohlas Saunders, 1680, 1871, 1672, 1680, 1681, 1683, 1850.
Eid, Joha Crandall, 1670, 1671,
Eld John Maxson, 1870, 1636, 1687, 1688, 1689, 1690, 1603,
1705.
Nicholas Cottrell, 1670,
Suball Paynter, 1670, 1672, 1671, 1674, 1875, 1676, 167T.
[ Joseph Clarke, 1678, 1679, 1680, 1690, 16938, 1700, 1702,
1704, 1706, 1708,
Robert Burdick, 1680, 1655,
William Champlin, 16800, 1691, 1692, 1696, 1697, 1698, 1680,
1700, 1702, 1703, 1705, 1707, 1710, 1712,
Peter Crandall, 1688, 1700, 1701, 1703, 1704
James Babcock, 1701, 1706, 1707, 1708, 1709, 1713, 1T14,
Edward Greenman, 1702,
Eld, Willianm Gibson, 1702.
Eld, Joseph Crandall, 1703
Willlam Clarke, 1711, 1730.
Danlel Lewis, 1711, 1714
Joseph Maxson, 1712,
Eld, Thos. Hiscox, 1714, 1718, 1730, 1726, 1727, 1734, 1718,
1739, 1740, 1741,
Samuel Clarke, 1716,
Ceprge Babeook, 1716
Joho HiN, 1721, 1734, 1725, 1726, 1737,
Oliver Babeock, 1780, 1734, 1735, 1737, 1738, 1752,
Joshua Babeoel, 1729, 1740, 1747, 1748, 1749, 1752, 1763;
1754, 1758, 17508, 1760, 1773, 1774, 1775, 1776, 1778, 1780.
Eld. John Maxson, Jr,, 1742, 1743, 1744
William Babeock, 1744.
Nathaniel Lewis, 1745,
Silazs Greenman, 1746, 1740,
Benjemine Randall, 1754, 1755,
Samuel Ward, 1756, 1767, 1758.
Nathan Babecock, 1760, 1T61.
Ceorge Stiliman, 1761, 1762, 1765 *
George Stillman, Jr., 1790, 1731.
Edward Bliven, 1766, 1781, 1782,
David Maxson, 1765, 1781, 1783,
Stephen Saunders, 1767, 1765
Joseph Crandall, 1767, 1768, -
Edward Saunders, 1767, 1760
Joseph Clarks, 1789,
Phinegs Clarke, 1767, 1763,
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Paul Clarke, 1779.
Thomas W. Potter, 1816.
. Daniel Babcock, 1821, 1822, 1823.
Joseph Potter, 1828, 1829, 1842, 1843, 184
’ ] » ’ ] 4, 18
‘William Potter, 1837. 15, 1846, 1850,
Eld. Joshua Clarke, 1753, 1757, 1758
» 5 . , 1799,
1762, 1763, 1764, 1765, 1766. 1760, 1181,

Edward Wells, Jr., 1758, 1739, 176
John Maxson, 1762, 1764, 1765,1’:{72,6.1761’ HOT, 1768, 07T
John Maxson, Jr., 1763.
Thomas Wells, Jr.,
1176, 1 r., 1769, 1770, 1771, 1772, 1774, 1775,
Zacheas Reynolds, 1773.
Jesse Maxson, 1773, 1774, 1779.
William Coon, 1780.
Samuel Babcock, 1781.
John Brown, 1784.
Hezekiah Babcock, 1797, 1798, 1801, 1802, 1815.
Daniel Babcock, 1805, 1806, 1822, 1825, 1826, -
Alpheus Burdick, 1809,
Elnathan W. Babecock, 1826,
Tostan Witter. 1850 1827, 1830, 1832, 1833, 1842.
Joseph D. Kenyon, 1836.
George Irish, 1844 1845.
John M. Barber, 1849.
Lester Crandall, 1855, 1856.
%‘Vhi(l)llinas M. Clarke, 1859, 1860, 1864.
am L. Clarke, 1865, 1866,
Oliver Langworthy, 1876. SRS, 1814, 185,
George B. Carpenter, 1878, 1879, 1880, 1881, 1882
Horace L. Crandall, 1883, 1884. ' )
Alexander B. Briggs, 1887, 1888.
Paul M, Barber, 1890, 1891, .
Frank Hill, 1894, 1895, 1896, 1897, 1898. )
Elisha C. Stillman, 1899, 1900, 1901, 1902, 1903. .

Elder Thomas Hiscox, the able
0 ) pastor of the Church
from 1750 to 1773, served the town as treasurer for si;(;y
X?ars, from 1712 to 1772, and upon resigning received the
immortal thanks’’ of the freeman.
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Elder Joshua Clarke, pastor from 1773 to 1793, was a
trustee of Rhode Island College (now Brown University)
from its founding in 1764 till his death in 1793. )

Doctor Joshua Babcock was a fellow of Rhode Island
College from 1764 till his death in 1783.

Trank Hill has been a member of the State Board of
Education, which has direction of the schools of Rhode
Island, since 1897.

In the industrial world, Dea. William Stillman stood
out among others, He was born in 1765, and becamea
member of the Church in 17835. Aside from being
machinist, clock-maker, silver-smith and manufacturer,
he was an inventor. Of his inventions. “Westerly and
Its Witnesses’’ says,

“Deacon William Stillman invented and secured the patent for
the first cloth-shearing machine in the wérld. A second patent was
secured for an improved shearer. He also obtained patents for bank
locks. The veneering plane was his creation. He at last engaged in
the manufacture of cotton-working machinery.”’

Calvert B. Cottrell who, together with Nathan Bab-
‘cock, built up the extensive printing-press manufactory

in Westerly, was a member of this Church, and clung to

‘the church of his youth, never removing his membership
after the Pawcatuck Church was organized in Westerly.
Were it not for making this address too long the
names of many others who were prowinent in the in-
dustrial world might be mentioned. 3 o
Most prominent among the members of this Church
was Governor Samuel Ward. He was the son of Gover-
“nor Richard Ward of Newport, R. 1., also the great grand-
son of Roger Williams, and was born May 97, 1725. His
education was most liberal and thorough, but his name
doés not appear in the list of Harvard's graduates, as has
been stated, and the registrar of Harvard University in-
forms me that he can find no evidence that he ever studied
at Harvard. At the age of twenty he married Anna Ray
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of Block Island, and moved to Westerly, R. 1., where he
came to possess a large estate, The Ward homestead is
still pointed out, being situated about four miles east of
where the village of Westerly now stands, and near the
First Westerly Church at Dunn’s Corners, In 1756 he
was elected to the general assembly and continued to
represent Westerly till 1759. Not alone while he was a
member of the assembly, bui, afterwards, and while hold-
ing no office, he exercised a wide influence over itg actions
and questions of general interest. In 1758 he was one of
two delegates to the Hartford Convention, called by the
Earl of Loudoum to settle the quota of New England’s
troops in the French War, He was appointed Chief J us-
tice of the colony in 1761, and was elected governor in
1762, again in 1765, and a third time in 1766. It was dur-

ing his office as governor, in 1765, that the famous Stamp

Act was passed by the English Parliament. Governor.
Ward was the only governor in the colonies who refused

to take the oath to support the-act, and he stood out

versity) as chief executive of the Colony, as has been
stated by several writers, for he was not governor that

year, 1764, but his name stands among the first of those

who petitioned the legislature for the charter, and when it
was incorporated he became g trustee, and during the re-
mainder of his life gave toit much time, and continued its
fast friend and patron. In the Colony he led in resisting
the encroachment of England upon the colonists during
the decade that preceded the open conflict. Early in
1774 he Presented, at a town meeting in Westerly, a series
of resolutions that set forth the grievances of the Ameri-
cans and called for armed resistance. He was elected to
the Continental Congress which convened in Philadelphia,
September 5, 1774. Here he met the leading men in the
colonies, some of whom he had been intimate with pre.-
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viously. He was returned to the Second Congreis, W;lolf;l-
assembled May 10, 1775, and soon became ave 3; oll)n om-
inent figure, serving as cha‘,itr;zzleas.n orM o:(l:srz;lig :nbusmess
“he most important commi ees. | Qi the business
of Congress was done in ‘the (Jommlttft;.e o She Whole and
Mr. Ward on such occasions was uniform y ied to the
ir. nder the circumstances he ha,t.i much ¢

g?tarz.zizigg the continental army and in d}l‘ect:;;gt hﬂ;?
mgvements of the colonies in the l:ie(g;nmsgasmnaton
S omterabiot of the Amerioun forcos, and mas

mmander-in-chief o :
;iez(i)ding over the committee of .tl?e Wh;le tvls;ge: ;V:::f
ington was appointed to that ;.)osmon. nh ho st o
these busy scenes, he was stricken, .Marc i ;la,nt, f;,)rm
the floor of Congress, with s:pa.ll pox in a malig

and died eleven days later. o
MEMBERS OF THE CHURCH DEFENDING THE NATION

We have jifst. seen how zealous. Governor_ iama::il
Ward was in defending the rights of tht.a colonists ind
how he ﬁhauy gave his -life while serving t‘hem. o
son, Col. Samuel Ward, served in the American :evz
dur,ing the Revolutionary War, and th?zﬁh‘?:dw;v:.sits or

ber of this Church, he was rais
:u!:f:;. .Though there is mo recgrd as to hovve 111{1:(1)15'
members of the Church took parttln thali) &aggdwin o
d most pron i
that they were foremost an e e

laring for armed resistance. 1 g
S:;y Wiose inhabitants were mostly memb{ersozi l;lllllls
Chur’ch, as early as Feb., 1774,]:)palssedt .;:sz ;1 indepen-

° 3 . 1
ing the principles of the Declara ¢ :
Egga ind maﬁxy went into the army.durmg. tlhe :v;a.:é 111):&.
how n,xany it would be diﬁicuzlt, even impossible,
his time. - ' N
= \The part members of _the Church icbed .mdte};et S;.V;g
y 1, and Iam in
kas been better preserved, ; 1o
g::. George B. Carpenter for t}le following list:

X} \l| Yie,
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Name FEnlisted Rank Co. and Reg.
Amos L, Burdick, May 2, 1861 Private, 1, R, 1 D M
Paul M, Barber, May 2, 1861 Corporal, L, R. I D. M.
Joshua Clarke, May 2, 1861 Private, 1., R. 1. D, M.
Wm. H, Burdick; - June 26, 1862 Private, B., 9th. R. I. Vv,
BEdward G. Cundall, May 26, 1862 Private, B., 9th, R. LV,
Elisha Palmer, Sept. 4, 1862 Private, A., Tth. R, ILV.
Fredrick A, Hunt, Oct. 30, 1861 Private, B, 4th, R. L. V.
Geo. C, Wells, Sept. 4, 1862 Private, A., Tth. R. I. V.
Geo, A, Richmond, May 26, 1862 Private, B., 9th, R. TI. V.

Thomas A, Barber, Oct. 30, 1861 Sergeant, I., 4th. R. Lv.
Geo. B, Carpenter, Oct. 30, 1861 Sergeant, D., 4th. R. L V.
Wmn. Johnson, Jr,, June 26, 1862 Private, B., 9th. R, LV
Horace Stililman, Oct. 30, 1861 Private, 1., 4th. R, LV
Aldrich ¢, Kenyon, Sept. 4, 1862 Private, A. 7th, R. L. V.
Bthan E, Swinney, Private, K., 12th, N. J.
John Russell, Private, A, 4th, R. T. V.
Wm. P, Clarke, Private, G., 8th. Conn.
Warren J. Moore, _Sergeant, 5th. Conn.

John D. Wells, Dec. 21, 1861 Private, C., 1st, R. I. L. Art, .

" Erastus W, Barber, May 2, 1861 Sergeant, I, R, I. D.. M.

. Such is a brief outline of the history of this Church;

minus so many, many things which I wanted to tell. It
had its beginning here in the wilderness two hundred
forty-two years ago. It commenced when there were not
three thousand souls in Rbode Island and Providence
Plantation, only thirty years after Roger Williams came
to Providence, sixty years only after the first permanent
settlement in America; it commenced just after the close
of Cromwell’s career and during the reign of Charles the
II., nearly twenty years. before the founding by Penn of
the great com monwealth of Pennsylvania; and when only
seven of the thirteen original colonies had been founded,
one hundred years before the Stamp Act, and one hundred
ten years before the Declaration of Independence, The
Church was hoary with age when the colonies became the
United States of America. I wish I could make you feel
Wwhat I have felt ag T have studied minutely into the his-
tory of a church that has held up the light of the Gospel
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Elder Wardner C. Titsworth

Born 1848, died 1892
Was Fourteenth pastor, 1881-1833
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for more than two hundred years in this place, that has
gathered into its fold hundreds, even thousands, of souls,;
two hundred in & single year & number of times, and over
one thousand in one period of twenty-six years, that at
one time numbered nine hundred forty-seven, that huas
produced from its own ranks somewhere between thirty
and forty ministers of the Gospel, a Church from which
\here have -been organized directly, wholly or in part,
fifteen Seventh-day Baptist churches, and prepared the
way for all the churches in this section.

What if Ruth Hubbard Burdick, Joseph Clarke and
Bathiah his wife, Eld. John Crandall, John Maxson, and
the others of that day could have looked down the flight
of time to this day? Would not their hearts have leaped
for joy could they have seen, though in the future, the
wilderness about them transformed into a rich and pros-
perous farming district, and this in turn to be transformed
into thickly populated manufacturing towns, with maca-
dam roads, railroads, telegraphs, telephones, trolleys, and
automobiles, beauntiful homes, well equipped schools, and
many and strong churches?

What of the future? The future is more important
than the past. What of two hundred years from now?
The futureis in your hands, in the hands of those who
make up these churches. You,into whose laps have been
poured the benefits of the achievements of the pasf, who
stand in the brightest light with the greatest blessings
and opportunities the world has ever seemn, hold the key to
the future.

May all act worthy of the priceless heritage of the
past, but above all be worthy of Jesus Christ the great
head of the church, whose life, suffering, and death have
brought us our Christian civilization and Christian
churches.

—
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Rl
jaylord, She dled in 1678, By his first wife he had six children;

S T W . &~ T, a1 A

- i

1647, ﬂ!ll_i._or Filliam and lm:. (Porter) i
_ -
by tne second two ohildrem, vis, 3 T
1 J ?
* 11 :ﬂ’_&'—
2, EBER CRANDALL, of Westerly, Rel.y b. 1676, 4. 172T;

[ {1}...,..---;' n, !2}.----.--1‘ -mph&!“. dau, of Gesorge
‘anphere, a:d had four ohildrens | '

i John, ; /
11  Eber. !
111 Samuel.

'* iy Joseph. m, Edith Hiscox,

"a m, {3] rm ﬂﬂtm. h-liilll'-. d. 1m. MHv' ﬂ: Nicholas and
Dorothy (Pendleton) rottrell of North Kingston,

v HAry. ;
vi Nathaniel,
vii Jonathan,
viii Ebenessr.
ix J .r-,-.h.

»

Above data asto Eber Crahdall and ghildren rrnmiium
also

M-m-d 59. - q'l.lﬂtlna Fill of Hug. 22' lmi Lﬂﬂﬂ
20

Savage, ~on.
See nphere,

g ;n R a repeating ab
data, naming same four :hUM'#E%.upmd .?::"

Lanphere.

~ N.B, After the book of Austin wag published he told
Elwyn G. Davis (Compiler of C » that
he had come to the conclusion Cottrell was not
Eh' dau, of Nicholas and Dorothy (Pendleton) Cottrell, and
“rs, Loise (Parsons) Bates, now deceased, claimes to have
Erunf that the wife of Eber Crandall was Mary Cottrell, b.
Sept., }4 1685, dau, of Johm ‘Cottysld of North Kingston,=
mother's name not given.

Letters of Elwyn G, DPavis. June 12, 1923,

3. JOSEPH CRANDALL. b......} lived in VWesterly, R.I.
and m, Faith Higgox, b. Sept 6, 1709, in Westerly, dsu. of Thomas
and Bethia ( Clarke) Hisoox, They werw m. in Westerly, May 2, 1736
by Elder John Hn:.;n. Severnl #htldren; order not known.

Thile the eract order of these children

is not given, 1t 18 known she was older
than Bethia. She m. Elder John Cottrell

and

1 Nanoy iLaria,
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Pawcatuck Sabbatarian Baptlst Church,

e+ - —

Nore.—This Church was formed by the dismissal of those
members of the First Hopkinton that lived in the compact part of
Westerly, and who were desirous of having a church building nearer
to their residences. Accordingly April 16, 1840 was the birth of this
Society for various benefits to themselves and associates. This
church now has a very influential body of worshippers, and their
building compares well with those of the other religious denomina-
tions.

Members.
A
ADAMS Amos W, bapt. Feb, 6, 1842, excom. Dec, 1, 1843
ALBRO Stephen A, bapt, Feb, 6, 1842, excom. June 1, 1849
ALDRICH Frances (Vars), letter from Nian-
tie, B. 1, May &, 1892
ALLEN Martha Jane (Larkin), bapt. April 3,
1858, dropped Jan, 26, 1879
William M., bapt. May 12, 1866
lvanella, bapt. March 27, 1885, letter to
Friendship, N. Y., April 10, 1886
Tina Euphemin, bapt. March 5, 1887
AMES Grant Henry, bapt, March 24, 1804
AMMONS Ella T, bapt, March 2t, 1874, drop, Nov, 30, 1879

Candace, hapt. hpr:l 5, 1879, decensed April zo, 1847
ANDREWS Franklin J., bapt. Feh, 28, 1874,

dropped J"uprii I, 1888

Charles H., bapt, April 27, 1850
ARNOLD Anna L., bapt. March 3, 1855
ASKENS Emdim. Maria, letter April 28, 1866

James W., bapt. May 27, 1871, dropped Mov. 30, 1879
AUSTIN ”ﬂ.nnlL M. {E')*lwlr_'}-'j, hapt, June 20,

1867, dropped April 1, 1888
John Henry, bapt. Feb. 17, 1504
AYRES Frances D., bapt. Dec. 2, 1843, exc. July 26, 1874
Hannah Maria .g:FJ-en!It.}J1 bapt. April 3, 1858
Walter G, letter July 26, 1872, dec. April 15, 1884
Hobert Bentley, bapt, May 21, 1886

Hannah Louisa, bapt. April 2, 1887
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ed Born Mont Ooa on
M, "
owed
8 R.,I. Teb,
BROWN 64 M W 8 Oonn, Sept., Blaok =
Roswell 8mith
LANPHEAR 8l M W M- Rel. Mar, Farmer
Troman
0'TO0L 41 . M | M Ire, Nov, TWool Mill
James
0'TO0L 1 ISE A | 8 R.I. 0Oat,
Katy
SULLIVAN 33 M W M Ire., May Woolen
John Mill
POTTER 92 M ' | W ReI. Mar,
Joseph
POTTER 80 M L] M R,I., May
¥illiam
HAZZARD 90 F B 8 Rel. dJduly
Sylvia
YORK 9mo ¥ | | 8 H.I. Aug.
HeDs
TUCEER 19 M | | 8 R.I. July
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14 M
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M
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F
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M
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W

W

W
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W Day Laborer
]
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W Trader

¥ Day Laborer
W Day Laborer
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John, the Surgeon, his wils, anne Tatterasl ure burled at
the raar of Shawomast Duptist Chuceh,

2. James Groeene, and .robubly his wilves also, in that yard
3. Devid, 4David, both in che 01d Frienda ¥ard neer the
eastarly end ol ilwe Jaucstown Bridge., They were steunch
supportars of the Juaker Meetlng ilouse on the Isluand,

9 DPavld, probably in the preave with the large fileld stone
in the Groone Graveyurd on Lhe Co.e place 2t Plum Deech.

6. David and hls wife Sarih Allon, Greene Grovavard.

Thay have slats stones in good .reservatl n, Saprahl!s
fathor Joslma and grandfather Calab ars buriod In the Allen
Yard on Gilbort Stunrt HJoad, Doth graves nerkoed and datoed,
T David and hia wife Hamnah Cuarr, Harked with & marble
stone In the northeast corner of their farm on Congdon lill,
8, Willism Ydword ond Slize. [Oxireme nosthwest carner

of tho "I'latform,"

0. lnpy Sldze, River Bond, Vestarly,

Copled from the Inscribed astones in the old Gresno Orave-
vard. As usuel In old yerds thore are many rlald stone
mariied graves,

In memspy of David Orecne, 4sge. who devsvrted thls 1ife
Gapt, 1834 1In the 74th year of Nis age. (Then follouws the
"Bohold and look as you pass by, sbe."). (The grave now
hﬂﬂ- Lo 5. A, Fr- ini&l‘k"."ﬂ"-

In mamory of Savah Grecne wilm of Davld Graoume wiw de.srled
this 1ife Maw, 24, 1o32 1n tho S76h year 37 her o8, (4

poam but now nearly obliteratsd lollows, )

Rodvert Browning, Died Mar, 11, 1861, Ao 76 ¥oBe w Mo B da,

Vim, ¥, Greens., Med 1IB3)., Ara 3,

Hannah wils ol Coleb Gre:ne and dasghber of lobvart und
Sarsh Browning. Died low, 15, 1652, Age 3% yours,

Sarsh wife of dobert Urownins, Died Oet. 18, 1uin, Ape T8
yra, 8 o, £ d4a,

Pationce B, wirs o *8fibaselsnrhesr, Died Oct, a7, 186Y.
Ape 42 yrs, 21 da.
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Introduoction

lr. Semuol Rubbard is said to have
had a correspondence with
distinguished mon of his » both in
Furope and fmorica. Several hundred
of his lettors vero oarefully copied into e
Journal, which contained also a atory
. of all the principal evonts of the colanios
from 1641 to tho time of his death, not far
fram 1686, and included several dtems of
his own femlly history.

Fre Backus noknowledges
this to have been 8 “valuadble collection®,
sad to have ocntaingd “a fund of
intelligensos™ in 1777 .ho spoaks of Leing
"Covored with" it.

A writor in the Seventh Day Baptist
Momorinl, How Yori:, 18062, says thia journal
was in oxistonce in 1330 (in enother place
ho seys 1831.) "gince when it hag disaproored.”
Some of tho letters copled from it, vare pullisticd
in the Frotestr:t Lontinel of that year. Itg
preosent vhoreabouts is unlmown.



A copy of the
Tpegister of Mr. Sasuel Hubberd."

teken by Rev. Isoec Nagius, while
proparing for his History of the Daptists
fros maomeeripts in lr. HDubbard's
owm hand. On the outsido of tho book
writton by ¥r. Baskus is the followings

"Many riore of his lottora ere in
anothor book Yo« § in quarto."

The present ocopy iz made from ons
made by Rey.Orecns iuling then of
Fitohbury, Mago. in July, 1880, from the
Yook prepared by Mr. Dackus, whigh
wne lonned to him by Rov. C. E. Barrovs
of Howmport, E. 1. now coecensod.
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1866. T took &t up 1 day April 1865.
Our deughtor ituth - 24 Oat. 1808
Rashal - Jen. 15 day 1860 - Dothiah -
Fob. 1066. Our gom Joseph Clarke -
23 ¥ab. - 1666."

"I want to Dogtonm publie dispute
with thoso baptized there 7 day April
1568. Ve cutersd into & olwroh covnt.
tho 23 day 'ece 1671, vig. ¥m. Hlscox,
Stephen Muwaford, Samiel Hubbard,

Roger Baster, sistor Hublard, sister
Munford, sister Rechel

&a. Our daughter langwo had

hands 1aid on her by bro. Hizcox

&0 Bop‘b. 1674. Pro. Uisoox & I sent by

7 day Mar. 1675. My daughter Burdiock
and hor 8 ohildraen wnd their husbands ¢
omue to this Island for fear of the

wars July 1676. Broth. Blscox laid
hands on our daughter Gethis Clarke 16 doy
Sape 1876« Tho olmarch recf in bros Maxon
& alster, bro. Joseph Clarke & aister
and sigster Turdick 10 day Jan. 1878,
Thare was 4 brotherin sent to this -



LT e, Bl G W
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ohvroh for holp: the che sont lro.
Hiscox snd btrother Hulbard to be thoir
wosgonZers, who was sent Ly prayer

7th day Sepe 16878: thore was baptised em
10 day tho sabbath in that tom of

Yaw london old fathr logers & his

wifo and his daughtor Bathohua. There

. aros® {roubles by the oonstable, &o. Hro-

thor Hiscox laid hands an old bro.
Ropors and his wife and daughter, and
wo rdded them to ¢he church. Those 4
wathR that fotont us, rol us homoj
had a fair wind, rot home that day;
wont homo the naxt day 14 Yept. 1676.

fdrew Jodrsl to our ohb
Tha ohb® sent agein to
He La waterly, bretht illsem 06

Maxon, bLro. Hubbard: wont oway (20 Nov.

(677} got to Vesterly 22 doy, wo was all

there 23 Loin; the sabbath day at bro-
thor Rogers house:r 24 day we heard the
scot of Sareh wogers & Joseph Rogersa's
wife's faltn & satisfied. Jolm wod have
it at town, but I withstood it &c. bub

wo wont to town to do its preat troubles
aroso: thoy all sent for by the maglatrate




4o, Come ogaln, bro. Dlecox wont on

in his gormon; the constavle onme in

& took hin away, ao wo went with

him all tefore the magistrate) sroso

rmuch discourse their uinlater being

thare, & ho snying tholr good wy

vhioh thoir forefathers set up &s. I,

asking leave of the maglstrate say, that

he was n youns wan, tut I wag @

0ld planter of about 40 years, tefore

Conoctlout vas planted and a beginer of

that place, & hnd boon porsscuted for

Yy conselenco fran that colowy, &

I could ascire them Ut tlo old

boglners var not for porsacudlon but
our 1ltorty; ot first, 6. And mioh

¢looource tro. Higcox hed of tho mac-

istrate, celd could you not do it olos-

vhoret g ~ood cnewer: o wo dupartbod

to Ur. Senl Rogers houss: ko Niscox

spake egain: then Johny Rogers wont

to proyor unimown to Wro. Kaxson and

I, tark others ycing v vent slso, so

Jehn Taptlzed his sistor: when come

baok the oconstable took o. Uizoox

& oarrled voforoe ths mozistrate who



propose ho shoff go to Hartford jayl.
Sir, snid bro. liscox, vwhat have I dono?
John oame saying I have done 1t &o.
Oh, gald the magistrato I will talk with
you another tLwor MNr. llscox, I have no
more to oy te ypu: so we went all weny
te old tro. thars'n 20 dag Lro. filscox
leid honde on Sweall Dogers & wo added
her to the church: 22 dn,,r t.hny and bro.
Wiottor on:o Lo uz to Josoph Cloarkes
house and old brothor Vagers adno
1 dayr Yarch 1677, wo Veln: all thore at
evon and Lro. Vabodok vlse with us we
hoard the nnct. B Gptrse lamsliorets
falth to our M1l gatlsfactlon hm.rd
aloo his wifo - 2loe tacal lopors ~ 2 day
of larch hwin~ ithe calibath bhro. H:lmn
bapan with proyar ! spokoe also: then
bro. Joserh Tlarl frear the smiie chap-
tor wvas T lwire atcollently holnful, then
tro. soox roachad ws? proyed, then
Jarah Vetter ravo en ucob. of hor falth
to our ful! saticlostiion. Then we wont to
ihie watar-sldo vt tle 12411, than lro.
ipcox bapdaiscelaaphoar; L Gimoout
‘rojololngy ﬁfmﬁm iuto the water.




wine falnt-hoarbed & cwme back asaln
1 that Serwh Tetter. Lthen -

‘Rogers wis 'bnptimrir then uaning
nll badc Lo bro. Josepl Clurkes house
bro, Tizvor Ly mreeyer with layine on of
hands,~ exid by the desire of thes all
wag ndded o the almgh, broy, wetter,
bro. Janos Pebdeck, bro. Odow ¢
sister Vettor, slster li. ilogars: h;.r preyer
and “glvine the right hand of follow. '
ghlp 1 the nae of the chureit, “ Then -
wo brale brosd to thor all exeept
Jmathm. Z day Harch 1 day of 1ho week
bros liigoox preactied - 0 doy of
Yarch 1077 or 78 we¢ 2ot 9ale how &
found nll well !“nr 'r'h!.q‘h ve dgsire
hﬂ“-n-nih- ﬂn .

g dsq' -1-11 16885, hra. Iﬂm end
trd.- Thomas ¥Wnrd gent v the ohe 4o
Tapborly. - T went with themt Neborah
Owridal baptd vo 1) ény Anrl and had
hawde Iald en her 2 added Lo tho -
¢he belns the cobth by tos fiscox,
then +he ohureh lrae broed, Yo,
Oibaon & cinter 2 Jonntlion e.nd
Ilutn.t wmo horp."
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after mentlenins the 7th day, Lo snys

“Agaln, this I have against you,
you are wanting in the 4 prineiple,
towlt, laying on of Ywnds, [or more
of the holy Chost, as 1f you need no
more of it to furnisl y© for my
works." Thic lio speaks an the volce
of tod to hidm.

on Vay 14, 1681 br. Tubbard wrote
to Isame wolls in Juveca, and sald.

"Ag Concernlng your (riecds
mentiond 1r. Jolm Clarke died 20 dey
of Arrll 1070 4. Lukor 26 day uUec.
1676, Hr. vauchn is ded, Elder Tory, my
dear brothor John Crandal of &quoum-
oot is demd » his flret wife a sabth
keeper, tie Cirst yt dled in yb blesced
faith in H. B Ve omith, . “neden,
John &elmen, Mre des, several of Lhe
ehureh, sovil Joha Crenston cholce
won are nll deade-eJobovah doth
Lless bro. lliscoxlabor excesdingly, &
the glorlous 11sht o the holy sabl-
ath shines obroad 1n e L Tn thias
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1alend 18 vaptized ead under hands in
full com® with us ¢8 or 29, besides Lro.
Thornton &t providencel in Plymouth
soleny 2 Lrotherd x ? sisteors: —= at
uarthao Vineyard - trothor Misoox hath
been & baptized 1 man & 2 vomen &

the cha by our wosoongl ® where there

{s 2 Tndlans ririgtien Indlens 88

they cnll then tuat kaop tho T 4y«

a have one vrothor at narracsasolt

aiffering in come things wallk by
thenselvenr = B ghip came from Pt
peny * hither 2 dey hpril 1600, 20 souls
B of thon bastlned, - vrother Tiargel

o smith & his wife = yro. Nonry Rey

© hig wifo - llope Govey! vaptized here,
rrancls Yeyh = Yewland snd penlel
Varmum, these walk wih us & are of

pur meaber s

A long letter was wrote to the
vaptist chureh at Doston, in ancwer to

--i.------.--c-l-n-n.l--r'-luw-—i-

% Virginia
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opened my oyes, now ! cee it 1s not
fed ecan opon my oyvs o soo Ll
sabbath also. Thore i two Indians
was baptlized here this sumer by

tro. Hisoox in our towm, & they had
hands leid on them Ly tro. Hiscox

& ths oh® bruke tread with theay

they live on Martha's Vineyard in York
povermuont. They throe! grace do stand
fast, wih one rrother & 2 tlsters; tleseed
ba Jod.-- 1 have a Llnt to stir up your
pvare minds to Lo wmel wlth the

lord for ve, yb we may sland fast in
£ll dod's holy ordinsudos: wlereas
thereo fo a snirlb agelingt jutlle
preyor, & In families, & at monls fore
or uftery so-o oount 1L hWypocrisy to
110t up thelr cyes Lo Jods L word of
coumsel T bepr from you. T d. ther
ve oucht te have suawcion with such;
bat thoy coso ma, ror Ly have laft
thls elmrol 2o." -

Hre. Tutherd wrole to hle brothor
Mornton al “rovidencu Jany 23. 1681.2.
sad onld, "o Lie ohura’t lhave had
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some treuule arcsg wronist us, by

gome brotherln, aspocially of thoso Lhat
onna CroaFergomy, cnd ono. Lrol /1
Horys, 8 NEWw GOmOT, about our flret Cnyh
1pcture, or meaklng, ¢ eloo nbout sloplng
of panlma in ;ublic, B6 {hey are trans-
lated to our honds: 14 jwve beon o

some time omltted, but 1 hope the chureh
w1l recower themoolvod; g halt two
{1men when we breax bvread. DOrother
christopher flargel was chief in ity buk

1 think we may seo Jod!s hand in 1t3

wis dogllning o mado nanifest; for ho

1s fallen inte his old sin of drunken-
ness & comjamy keeping very often.

vhen the ekl toor notice of 1y urpuinl‘
w time, sert fer him, ha caug not

the ohureh then past sentenco apain

gt him by rejecting him {n the name of Lho
Tord, the sell, L. 4. 5o As to have no
fallowehlp »ith him us & Lrother in

e ehe untll ho manlfest reponiance

for his enld evils & selk in wponduent
of life.

15. 11% 1601.

There is this dey a vrother here of



