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/“ttgfl original Hoisington

By K. H., Hauenstein

.. CANAAN — This cross-roads hamlet is the center ofl

&n area where, for nearly a century and a half, the people

of the community have successfully proven that

it is a

‘modern ‘land of Canaan’’ which ¢onforms to the biblical

.and honey.”

Not only have its fertile acres
been fruitful in their yields of

grain and a diversity of farm pro-
ducts, but a citizenry with a pro-
nounced determination to educate
its sons and daughters, has pro-
duced outstanding leaders in the
finer arts.

A FARM WEST of town was
the home of the pioneer, Joseph
‘Stratton, who came here with his
‘damily in 1817. One of their four-
teen children was Mark Stratton,
who in 1835 married a Wayne
county woman, Mary Schallenber-
ger, of near Burbank. Mark and
his bride went to North Manches-
ter, Ind., where they established
a home. They were the parents of
Gene Stratton-Porter, noted novel-
4st, whose gripping stories of ro-
mance and authoritative studies of
bird life are still popular a quar-i
ter of a century after her death.
Mrs. Porter died from  injuries
‘suffered in an automobile accident
in Los Angeles, Cal,, Dec. 6, 1924,
Descendants- of her father’s broth-
ers and sisters continue to reside
in Canaan township and other
parts of Wayne county. Included in
her prinéipal works were ‘‘The
Harvester,” ‘A Girl of the Limber-
Jost,”? “Freckles,” and ‘Laddie.”

BENJAMIN R. SHAW, blind
music teacher, born in Canada,
in 1827, came to Canaan as a

young man, and was a widely
Hknown teacher of voecal music for
many years. In addition, in  his
earlier years, he wrote a great
.deal of poetry, two volumes of
which were published.
.. His poems depict the sadness
-and deep feeling which characteriz-.
‘ed the early part of his life of
physical darkness.

In an interval when sight had
‘been partially restored, but when
the curtain was again being drawn
across his vision, he wrote *“The
fnquiry”’ including these lines:

- The sunbeams are fading, all fad-
ing ‘away,

- How faintly and dimly they
o~ blend;

;"‘Eéch dark:ﬂitting shadow, each
" tremulous rafy, B
7 Is a herald of gloom ne'er to

end.

= description of the promised land “flowing with milk

cemetery.

Their son, Dr. Clement Bur-
bank Shaw, who received his
primary musical instruction
from his talented father, be-
came a world famous bass
singer. For a number of years
he headed a celebrated Boston,

Mass. male quarteite, which
won fame in  the concert
world, His later years were

spent in New York City, where
he continued to sing uniil his
final illness. He died in 1938 at
the age of 80, and lies buried
in Canaan cemetery.

A STUDENT IN Canaan Acade-
my, where his grandfather was on
the original board of directors,
and where his father was princi-
pal for nearly two decades, was,
the late Dr. Jonas O. Notestein,
who died in 1928 after more than
fifty years as a member of the
faculty at Wooster College. Thou-
sands of Wooster students came
| under the influence of his fine per-
sonality, and during his many
. years of service at the College he
was one of the leaders who built
strong the foundations of this
Presbyterian institution. He -was
graduated with a class of 13 in
1873, the third class to complete
its work, and immediately fook
up his life work there as a teacher
of Latin. From 1903 until his death
he had been Aylsworth Professor
of Latin. ’ :

His daughters, Lucy Lillian and
Margaret, and his son, Dr. Frank
B. Notestein, continue to live in
"the family home on Burbank road.
:Lucy Lillian Notestein, who serves
as a trustee of Wooster College, is
a department editor of the Read-
er's Digest. Dr. Frank B, Notestein
is a consulting geologist for The
Texas Co, Margaret Notestein is a
member of the Women's Advisory
board at the College.

IN THE FALL of 1819, accord-
ing to reminiscences of Isaac
Notestine, as printed in the Doug-
lass history, the first election was
held in an ashery that stood nearly
a mile south of the present village
of Windsor (Canaan). The electors,
as given from the memory of
George Sommers, a citizen, but not

"+ How life ‘was brightened by
-sympathy and by unexpected kind-
ness is reflected in a poem, “The
Stranger’s Letter” which included
these lines: .

The truth that stranger taught is

Benjamin Shaw married Julania
. Hoisington, a sister. of Wirum
Hoisington, and a daughter of the
pioneer, David Hoisington. Wirum

oisington was the grandfather of

rnest Hoisington, -who with his
family, still resides on 40 acres of
acres, a
mile south of Canaan. Benjamin
Shaw died in 1800 and both he and

i a voter then, included William Ew-
ting, Sr., William Ewing, Jr., Thom:
as Armstrong, Joseph and Danie},
Stratton, Eleizer Perago, John
Templeton, James Rose, B. F. Mil-
ler, James Buchanan, Joshua and
William Reed, Thomas Thrapp,’
Nathan Hall, -David Plumer, Dr.
Barnes, Daniel Blocher, |

The ashery referred to was lo-
cated on the east side of the road,
a short distance north of the pres-
ent Frnest Hoisington home. '

“If we plow a little too deep, we
can still turn up ashes at a spot
there,”” Mr. Hoisington said. At

his ’wite are buried in Canaan

the ashery lye made with wood
ashes was boiled down into potash
which was in great demand at ear:
ly tanneries. ;

Emest Hoisington's great-grand-
father, David Hoisington, and his
brother, Johfi"in 1819, walked from'

|claim to a quarter section of land.!
They walked back to Vermont and
the following year, with the aid of,
wagons, brought their families and
limited equipment to their new Ohiq
home.

Since the Hoisingtons are not in-.

,€luded in the names .of first elec-
tors it is probable the voting took
place after they had returned to
Vermont following theijr first
ney here.

1

1812 and built a cabin, was the

had located here. In the next ten

quarter sections of land suitable for
living were unoccupied.

Early families included those of
John Mcllvaine, James
Daniel Oller, Henry Kopp, Simon

Kenney, James and William Has-|.

kins, Enoch Gilbert, John and Jus-

tin Wiles, John and David Hoijsing- |
ton, the Shanklins, Jonas Notestine, |
Henry Shuffling, John D. Heckert, |

David Wiles, John, Henry and Dan-
iel Frank, Jason and Sylvanus
Jones, Zenas Z. Crane, Joseph,
Henry and Jacob Zuver.

Canaan Academy was one of the
first institutions of learning estab.
lished in Wayne county. The build-
ing, a two-story frame, 36x48, was
erected in 1842 by a stock com-
pany. Heads of the principal fami-
lies of the neighborhood pledged
and paid in the money required
to erect the building and start the
school.

In the Hoisington home there is
a small wooden box which contains
the papers reporting the early
meetings of the board of trustees,
and including receipts signed by
Philip Van Doorn as treasurer of
the academy fund, for various
sums as they were paid in.

There is a record there, too,
of a contract made in 1849 with
the Presbyterians of the com-
munity by which the church
group agreed to finish the sec-
ond floor for an assembly room
for religious meetings. Trustees
who signed this agrement
were John Parmenfer, Jonas

Notestine, Justin Wiles, Daniel

Emerson, Wirum Hoisington,

Dennis Shaw, Alfred Hotchkiss,

C. C. Drake and John Barn-

ard.

Members' of the first board o
trustees were Dr. John Paul, Jonas
Notestine, ~Justin Mills,
Rice and Alfred Hotchkiss. Alfred
Hotchkiss was the grandfather of
Harley Russell, now, at 80 years,
the oldest resident of Canaan.

THE SCHOOL was opened De-
cember 3, 1848, with 47 pupils, un-

berger, A. B., who taught three
years.

Rev. Thomas Barr and _Rev,
Barker had charge during the sum-
mer of 1847, succeeded in the win-
ters of 1847 and 1848 by Prof. Isaac
Notestine, who, except for short in-
tervals,  remained in charge until
1863. After that year the .school
was taught by a number of profes-
sors until 1875 when it was closed,
Prof, J. W. Cummings having
been the last principal.

While Prof. Notestine was

teaching, in the winters of 1851,

jour-
WILLIAM EWING, who came in|

first settler in the township. Ten|
years later some 25 to 30 families |

years immigrants came in streams, |
so that by 1832 not more than 25}

Smith, |

Harvey |

der the instruction of C. C. Bom-|

l



down, and during the follow-

ing summer a new brick edi-

fice was erected, which hous-
ed the academy until its final
days.

The records show that to build
this new building, 200 shares of ad-
ditional stock, at $5 a share, were
issued, raising a total of $1,000.

Canaan Academy was one of
several similar educational institu-
tions in Wayne and Ashland coun-
ties in the days before and immedi-
ately after the Civil War.

These schools were found-d and

‘maintained by families of high edu-

cational standards who were among
the pioneer citizens of the commu-
nity. They could not afford to send
their sons and daughters across the
mountains to schools in the East,
and chose the community academy
close at hand as the best substi-
tute for the more elaborate edu-
cational centers -in the ‘‘older”
states along the Atlantic coast.

The University of Wooster, where
the first building was erected in
1368, was among the church schools
on a larger scale established in
this part of Ohio in that same pe-
riod. Manned by faculties of spe-
cialists in various fields of educa-
tion, they quickly spelled the doom

of the one-man acadermies such as|,
|

Canaan. ot
There are a few people in
the Canaan vicinity who recall
the last days when Canaan

Academy was in operation, and

a great many more who well

remember the -old two-story

brick building, which stood a

quarier of a mile west of the

square, on the porih side of
- what is now Stajle Route 604.

It was torn down some 60 years

ago. The sitle was just across-

the road from thé barn on the

Harley Raussell farm, and the

land. is now ownéd by Charles

Cowick. ‘

Prof. Isaac Nptestine, who
served longest as: Canaan Acad-
emy principal, was:a son of.Jonas,
who was a membez of the original
board of directors... The Notestine
family lived on a ¥arm north-east
of Canaan, now owned by Bud
, Bricker.

}

HISTORIAN Douglass writes_of
Isaac Notestine: “Mr. Notestine
had a remarkable experience in
the school room, and we deem it
appropriate to classify him with
such veterans in the service as
Brinkerhoff and Downing.”” (The-
Brinkerhoft referred. to was John
Brinkerhoff, who taught 13 consec-:
utive years at Golden Corners and'
in later years was-principal of a
school in Wooster and a member of
the faculty at Wooster Academy;
the Downing was Joseph H. Down-
ing, who was one of the originalt

students enrolled at Canaan Acad-
emy in- 1843, and who was a teach-|
er for many years.) - i
The spelling of the Notestine,
name was changed-by Dr. J. O.
Notestein after he became a facul-
ty member at Wooster College.
The site for the academy
was donated by Harvey Rice, |
who was the grandfather of
Mrs, J. W. Irvin,! of Wooster,
and the great grandfather of
Mrs. Frank Snell. After it ceas-

‘nie Hoisington, Zeno Keeney, J.

poses it reverted io helrs of

the original owner, but later

was sold’ to da])t. W. P, Van

Doorn. Harvey Rice lived in

the last house in the north end

of town, on the west side of
the road. This house still
stands.

Mrs. Irwin cherishes a program,
dated Thursday evening, October
4, 1866, given at the academy
by the Excelsior society, those on
the program being J, E. McGar-
vey, T. A, Barns, J. H. Heckert,
A. P. Zuver, F. M. Christy, Fan-~

D. Heckert and Sallie E. Keeney,
all of Canaan; B. F. Taylor, Bur-
bank; J. B. Warner, James Wal-
lace and T. B. McKee, Wooster;
Hattie Solliday, J. C. Wallace,
Clara Forbes, and B. F. Wallace,
of Plain (Jefferson); Carrie E.

men, such as Harris, a body man,
and Hinderer, a painter, divided
their time between this plant and

builders of truck bodies.
ANOTHER CANAAN industry
started as a grist mill, and later,
when purchased by Daniel Leighty,
was changed into a saw mill. The
machinery for the mill was sold
to Frank Snyder and moved to
Burbank, where it was used in a
water-power mill just west of that
town. Daniel Leighty and his son,
Jacob, developed a thriving lum-
ber business which continued in
Canaan until some 15 years ago.
Frank Snell, who lives south-
west of Canaan, and who played

Notesﬁne. 0Old Hickory (Jackson)
and Lee Elliott, New Prospect.

Kenney were cousins of Mrs. Ir
win. Her sister, Mary, attended
the academy, staying at thd
Dushene home. They fashioned 4
rest bencH for her at a rafl fence;
half way on her way to academy,
because of her frail health.

The James Wallace on the
acgdemy Excelsior program
was the father of DeWitt Wal-
lace, publisher of The Reader’s
Digest at Pleasantville, N. Y.,
one of the outstanding and
most widely circulated month-
ly magazines of the present

Eli Spell, when he was a

amateur Sherlock Holmes.
Students as a rule, lived in rooms

in private homes. Each had a

wood heating stove to warm his

room, and to.cut the cost of school-’

ing, frugal fathers of students cut
firewood and hauled 1t to Canaan
for their sons to use. This student
noted that his woodpile was dimin-
ishing too rapidly to be account.
ed for .by his own consumption of
wood, so he went to the Snell car-
riage shop to borrow a brace and

' bit. He explained to Mr. Snell who

day. James Wallace and J. O.
Notestein were students at Ca-
naan together, and Notestein
married Margaret Wallace, a

\

sister of Mr, Wallace.

BRICKS AND STONE from. the
demolished building were hauled
away by persons who needed sec-
ond hand building material, and
much of "it went into the construc-
tion of arches in Canaan township
sugar camps, the making of maple
syrup and sugar having been ‘a
{hriving industry here for many
years. Only a small . amount of
syrup is produced now.

‘Ernest Hoisington's mother, who
was Barbara Whitmore, came to
Canaan, from-Lancaster county,
.Pa., when she was a girl of 17,

accompanied by a relative, Mattie
‘Hasler Lane, wife of Abe Lane.
They spent their first night at the
Canaan hotel, operated by a rela-
tive. Accustomed to the traditional
slow-moving black-strap molasses
of eastern Pennsylvania, ordinarily
rémoved from the container with a
“stick,” they had their first ex-
perience with the native free-flow-
ing, golden maple syrup. Barbara
thought it was wonderful, but her
companion was somewhat shock-
ed at the manner in which diners
used it at the hotel dinner table.

“‘The d--n hogs dip their molasses
with a spoon,” she exploded when

room. |,

A MAJOR INDUSTRY in Ca-
naan for many years was the
carriage and wagon shop operat-
ed by Eli Snell. It was a complete
plant, including a blacksmith shop,
and employed a number of per-

the two had retired to their bed-

was a liberal supporter of the
school, that he was going to drill
a hole.in the end of a piece of
stovewood, put some powder in it
and close the opening. He did s9
and placed the *“loaded” chunk at
the point where wood seemed to
be disappearing.

Two days later a citizen of the
town not particularly known for his
industry, reported that his heating
stove blew up. .

MR. SNELL ALSO reports that
when ‘Hank” Snyder operated a
store which was run in connection
with the old ' hotel propérty, he fol-
lowed the custom of trading *‘store
goods'’ for farm products. One
year the whole upper floor of the
store was filled with sacks of dried
plies he had taken in trade. La-
ter the dried apples were shipped
to Pittsbargh, Pa. These apples
came from the farm orchards in
the neighborhood, were fruit grew
bountifully in the days before in-
sect infestation made spraying a
necessary part of fruit culture,
| THE OUTBREAK of the Civil
War brought great activity at Ca-
naan, and this community respond-
kd in a big way in the matter of

olunteers,  Approximately 100
young men went into service from
here, forming. what became Com-
pany K, 16th Ohio Voluntary In-
[antry. This fighting unit,
xnown for its fine discipline, served

humerous hard battles, It suffer-
ed great losses in an attack up-
n the impregnable Confederate
ositions at«Vicksburg. Capt. Van
Joorn was among those wounded

the Gerstenslager buggy factory at|.
Marshallville, which later moved to |
Wooster and was the parent plant|
of the present Gerstenslader Co.,

around the carriage shop of his fa- |
'™} ther,
L | boy, recalls his father’s version of
-] an academy incident which estab-
Fannie Hoisington and Sallief lished one particular student as an |

later |

three full years-and took part in|

ot Sed
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A GUILTY WRETCH.

\-

Harley Russell in Cnstody ona Gravc
Charge.

James Totten, of Canaan township,
fon Wednesday, before Mayor Smi
(caused & warrant to be Issued for t.he,
arrest of Harley Russell, of . the samae
township, for criminal conduct with
Miss Goldie Totten, sged 14 yFears.]
Marshal Latimer &na Deputy Apdrew.
Reid arrested Russell and brought. bim1
jto the city. When arraigned Thurs-
day morniog he pleaded guilty, Bond |
was fixed at 8800, In defanlt of which
he was committed to jall

Russell is 29 years of age and the son
of very highly respected parents. It ia
stated that the intimacy between Rus- l
sell and the girl has been carried on
for some months. He must ‘certainly
be a degmved wretoh, for a few years|
ago he figured in s similar scrape, bty

3

?ca and was away many months.
2808 ——— _ ;1

pe = M=

RETURNED A BRlDE

CTAao—— L ]

T .- Parental and Legal. Obstacles.
4

. ~gtn,"o! township, on last Thurs-
ywerarax‘useds license t.o ‘wed by

#y80n th &F Y was not. af
mbe age of mnsen(,’ thoug h it was said
pwr parents were willmg The_cou lp 3
were not to be kapt apal't. #s they leff
bere that night,  presuma I! for _Ken

E‘J % ppose@,mm Mmtd ‘Rusae :
is, 1eigsu sottle 8. crim
h‘ha.rge resting. ng:xinsr. Russall.” - H"
b&mmd t.hst.‘he'executﬁ a-bond o b
_ﬁ!}l’a father-guatan that, he

re.wihhan&provlde!or 16T Sl

¥

h‘\ F X% N
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.Fiu-lei Russell and Miss Goldle 'Po._..

fiu:g ‘%gaytgaga;emsd an b

PR

, 7\’1'4‘111 Town XHuy CasE

1swith, of Wcmlre lsatied n warrsut

ol furnbahiuy the requimd 840 baell

qleom which Le was faler relossed Ly |
Jiviag La, fat Y

——

e Plead ()uu!y a3d was Ueusd over
s (’-QQY(.

t
o

Laat Wbdwdny ve aflidarit mulr
{Jum« ToQeo, futher of the ol !
(ansan Lpnter Meyor Holert J

for the arrest uf larie Huseell, ayed
9 years, of (anaanu leyler, for ceriy
adly Xouwing Goldla lolu-u s glr!
agsd Il years, with ber cuuu-ol
Marshal Jawes Latiwer at 0uce went
lo Canaan, arrreted llusanil and eow
@ itted hiu w city prison that after
nooa.

He wes uulxm-d Lefore  Mayor
Swith Thursday woeutoy, plead guitty
Lo tbe chergr, atid wat Luund over W
Caurt o (omun I'lews Ui awalt a0
tan uf seat draod jury, and in default

o s~

be was curoiltted Lo the coualy Jall,

The law mlkn 1L a pegitentlary of
fonse, of from 1 to U Sears lmprisng.:
ment, fur carnally owiog any fe
male pervoa|-nander J6 years o age,
ovea with het conannl, as the principhe
of law s that uodar the sge of in

yrare the i Leumpaeteol 1o give Lar
coheoal,

- A AT o o s W

xll ts stutled thet Mre lHarley Rucaell
and youtg M Goldie Totwa, of
Canastt tawnship, wety marrird nat
alde of Ghin the latter part of last
weeX, Sho s a oinor, did not here |
consent of her paretits, and lenco
I'robate Judyge Ndsir refused to tesne
giarriaye Hoenees, ‘U'hey wenl away,
und ssacrl they are leywlly winrried

——— T ——— T T, o .






