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THE STORY OF THE ALCOTTS

“Little Women'—The early plays and experiences; Beth's death;
Jo's literary and Amy's artistic experiences; Meg's happy home;
John Brooke and his death; Demi's character, Mr, March did not
go to the war, bot Jo did. Mre. March is all true, only not helf
good encugh. Laurie 5 oot an Amercan boy, though every lad 1
ever knew claims the character. He was a Polish bov, met abroad

in 1865. Mr. Lawrence i my grandfather, Colonel Joseph May.
Auint March i no one.

Av thirty-six Miss Alcott found herself famous, but
with rather poor health.

“Paid up all the debts—thank the Lord —every penny
that money can pay,—and now I feel as if I could die in
peace,” she wrote in her journal

In the autumn of *69 the whole family went to Boston,
Louisa and her sister May occcupying rooms at 10 Pinck-
ney Street. The following year she wrote “"An Old
Fashioned Girl,” in which many of the adventures of the
heroine, Polly, were drawn from the author’s own expe-
riences, In 1870 the success of “Hospital Sketches”
re-published by Roberts Brothers, and the continued re-
ceipts from “Little Women" enabled her to enjoy a long-
cherished independent journey to Europe with her
vounger sister. She has given an account—somewhat
travestied, but very true to the general facts—in “Shawl
Strape.”

While in Rome Mizs Alcott received the sad news of
the death of her brother-in-law, Mr. Pratt. She at once
turned to the support of her widowed sister, Anna, and
her two nephews, Frederic and John, by writing “Little
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ANNA BRONSON ALCOTT (" Me™)
I'rom o doguerreotype



ABBA MAY ALCOTT ("dmy")
From a photograph
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FHE STORY OF THE ALCOTTS

In 1865 she made her eventful first trip to Europe
where among others she met the young Polish lad who
was the original of the charming Laurie in “Little
Women."”

After her return the Boston book publishing firm of
Roberts Brothers asked her to write a girls' book and
the old idea of “The Pathetic Family” recurred to her
mind. She ser hersell to deseribe early home life, The
book was finished during the summer of 1868, aflter the
first twelve chapters had been pronounced dull. “Little
Women™ was the title selected and it was promptly ac-
cepted by the publishers, who made Miss Aleort an
outright offer for the copyright, but at the same time
advised her not to part with it. She accepted a royalty
on all copies gald, and in her journal, in 1885, she wrote
this comment:

“An honest publisher and a lucky suthor, for the copyright made
her fortune and the ‘dull book" was the fime golden egy of the ugly
duckling."”

Published in October, the book was an immediate
success. It faithfully presented New England family life
and touched the heart, She rapidly finished a sequel
{now published with the first part in a single volume)
which was brought out the following year.

The author’s own statement in repard to the originals
of the characters in “Little Women" is as follows:

“Facts in the storfes that are true, though often changed as 1o time
and place:—
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THE STORY OF THE ALCOTTS

Mr. Alcott had his library and was always happy there;
but Louisa’s heart never clung to it. Her sister Anna's
engagement was an exciting event to Louisa, who sub-
sequently refused all offers of marriage, as she had nc
inclination towards matrimony. Her heart was boond
up in her family and her work.,  The year 1860, she called
a vear of Good Luck, for the appointment of Mr. Alcott
as superintendent of schools in Concord brought great
happiness to the family, while Louisa was writing for
“The Atantic Monthly™ and receiving better pay for her
worl. With the outbreak of the Civil War the Alcotts
were alive with patriotic enthusiasm, That year, 1861,
Louisa began to write her first novel, “Moods,” which
proved—when published vears later—the least successful
of her books,

In 1862 after an unsuccessful attempt to conduct a
kindergarten school, she gave her services as a nurse
and for about six weels served her country in the small
Union Hospital at Georgetown. The severe attack of
fever which drove her from her post left her, at thirty,
with shattered nerves and weakened constitution and
she never again knew the fulness of life and health which
she had before. Her letters home, were frst published
in the “Commonwealth™ newspaper and afterwards in
book form, for which she received two thousand dollars.
Her first novel, “Moods,” came out in December, 1864,
and sold rapidly at first, for “Hospital Sketches" had
created an interest in the author,
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Men." On her return home she chose to rest and work
in Boston, while her youngest sister remained at home.
At forty years of age, Louisa had accomplished the
task she set for herself in youth. By unceasing toil she
had made herself and her family independent; debts
were all paid, and enough was invested to preserve them
from want. And vet wants seemed to increase with
their satisfaction, and she felt impelled to work cnough
to give to all the enjoyments and Juxuries which were
fitted to them, after the necessaries were provided for.

In 1872 she completed “Work” which presents her
own personal experiences more than any other book.
Subsequently she became an ardent worker in behalf of
woman suffrage when the subject was very unpopular,
wrote “Eight Cousins’ and its sequel “Rose in Bloom,”
and in 1877 during her mother’s continued illness, com-
pleted one of her brightest and sweetest stories, “Under
the Lilacs,” in which she displays her love for animals.
In MNovember her mother died, and was buried in Sleepy
Hollow Cemetery, Concord.

During the same year she wrote a novel ¥A Modern
Mephistopheles” for Roberts Brothers’ No Name Series,
which was of course published anenymously; also “My
Girls" in the Aunt Jo's Scrap Bag Series.

Two vears later, in December, 1879, her voungest sister,
May, died in Paris, leaving an infant child who exercised
a great influence over the last ten years of Miss Alcott’s
life. May was the artist of the family, who, while resid-
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THE STORY OF THE ALCOTTS

ing in London, March, 1878, married a young Swiss
gentleman, Ernest Nieriker. The child, Louisa May
Nieriker, became a source of great comfort to Miss
Alcott, After her death, Mr, Nieriker came to America
and in June, 1889, took his daughter to his home in
Zurich, Switzerland; she now lives in Reutlingen, Wiirt-
temberg, Germany, the widow of Emil Rasim. -+

After May’s marriage and death, Louisa remained a
while in Concord trying to forget her grief in care for
others. She wrote short stories, including “Jimmy’s
Cruise on the Pinafore,” suggested by the acting of the
popular opera of that name, by a juvenile troupe. Later
she wrote her popular story “Jack and Jill,” now the
eighth and final volume in the Little Women Series, the
scenes of which are laid in Concord or “Harmony” as
she calls it. At that period also, the long-dreamed School
of Philosophy was established beside the Orchard House.
The opening of the school was a great event to Mr, Alcott,
as it was the realization of the dream of years.

After her sister’s death, Louisa endeavored to take on
new interests, but her principal concern was the care of
her little niece. She was now truly a “marmee” and
little “Lulu” absorbed her time and thoughts. In the
autumn of 1882 Mr. Alcott had a stroke of paralysis
from which he never fully recovered; and for the rest
of his life his daughters shared in the duty of tend-
ing and caring for him in his enfeebled state. It had
been the reward of Louisa’s years of hard work that she
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for such work as either Mr. or Mrs. Alcott could do, so
when the despairing mother found employment in Boston,
the family, in 1848, again moved to that city.

At the age of fifteen Louisa entered her romantic
period, when she fell to writing poetry, keeping a heart
journal and wandering in the moonlight. During this
time she had a mania for the stage and devoted her
leisure time to writing and enacting dramas. Her older
sister, Anna, assisted her in carrying out all her plans.
While her mother conducted an intelligence office, I.ouisa
sold her first story (written when she was sixteen) for
five dollars.

The seven years, from Louisa’s sixteenth to her twenty-
third year, may be called an apprenticeship to life, when
she tried various paths. At twenty-two, her first book
of short stories, “Flower Fables,” was published and this
netted her thirty-two dollars. A year later, in June, 1855,
she went to Walpole, N. H,, for a few months, and a
month later the family followed. Back in the city for
the winter, she continued to write stories and to sew.

In 1857 the family moved again to Concord, and lived
a few months in part of a house they had hired, until the
Orchard House, which they had bought, was ready for
them. There Louisa’s younger sister, Elizabeth, the
“Beth” of “Little Women,” died. It was the first break
in the household. In July the Alcotts took possession of
the Orchard House, which was thereafter the permanent
residence of the family,
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ABIGAIL MAY, MRS. A, BRONSON ALCOTT
From a dagurrreotype

Fo#E STORY OF THE ALCOTTS

could surround her mother with every comfort that could
make her happy in her last declining years. Not less
had she delighted in gratifying every wish of her father.

The Orchard House, which had been the family home
for twenty-five years, was sold, and her sister’s, Mrs.
Pratt's, house, the so-called Thoreau House on Main
Street, was the home of all. It was Mrs, Pratt's younger
son, John Sewall, whom Louisa adopted before her death,
and whose name was changed to John Sewall Prat
Aleott.

In the autumn of 1885, Miss Alcott moved to a fur-
nished house at No. 10 Louisburg Square, Boston. Al-
though in failing health, she prepared the three volumes
of stories, “Lulu's Library," for publication and completed
“Jo's Bays,” the sequel to “Little Men.” The latter is
full of biographical interest.

During her last vears also, Miss Alcott wrote "A Gar-
land for Girls,” the fourth volume in the Spinning
Wheel Series, one of the most fanciful and pleasing ol
her books. These stories were suggested by the flowers
sent to her by her different friends.

Farly in March, 1888, Mr. Alcott failed rapidly, and
Louisa drove in from Dunreath Place, Roxbury, where she
was under treatment, to the Louisburg Square house to
see him, conscious that it was for the last time. The next
morning she was in a serious condition, and on March 6 she
passed quietly on to the rest which she so much needed.
She did not know that her father had already preceded her
by two days.
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THE STORY OF THE ALCOTTS

Miss Alcott had made every arrangement for her
death; and by her own wish the funeral service was very
simple; in her father's rooms at Louisburg Square. Her
body was carried to Concord, and placed in the beautiful
cemetery of Sleepy Hollow where her dearest ones were
already laid o rest

THE ORCHARD HOUSE

The Orchard House is one of the oldest houses in
Concord, having been built abour 1650, In 1837 it
became the property of the Alcotts, who modernized it
After the family moved to Anna Pratt's house it was
occupied by the late Dr. William T, Harris until he went
to Washington to become Commissioner of Education.
He subsequently purchased it.  He sold it te Mrs. Daniel
Lothrop (Margaret Sidney} who lived next door in
Hawthorne's old home, “Wayside,” and in 1911, the Con-
cord Woman's Club decided to purchase and restore the
house as a permanent Louisa M. Alcott memorial.

The Club had no money [or this purpose, but its
members believed that friends of Miss Aleott and lovers
of her books would gladly contribute toward the saving
of the property if they knew its needs. A circular was
sent out, and pifts began to come in. The first received,
outside of Concord, was five cents from a little girl,
who saved it from her weekly allowance of two cents. The
contributions ranged from a few pennies to five hundred
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THE STORY OF THE ALCOTTS

under the direction of her intellectual father and her
practical mather. Here is her first poem, “To the First
Robin,™ written at the age of eight:

“Welcome, welcome, little stranger,
Fenr no harm, and fear no danger;
We are glad to see you here,

For vou sing ‘Sweet Spring is near.”

“Now the white snow melts away;
Mow the Howers blossom gay:
Come dear bird and build your nest,
For we love our robin best,”

In 1B43, after a trip to England, Mr. Aleotr joined a
company of enthusiasts in the establishment of an ideal
social colony on a farm in the town of Harvard, near
Concord, which they called Fruitlands. The experi-
ment was an utter failure, Mr. Alcott collapsed, and the
family returned to Concord where Mrs, Alcott in 1845
purchased, with the small amoont of money left her by
her father, and the addition of five hundred dellars
from Ralph Waldo Emerson, the place known as Hillside
on the road to Lexington, about one-third of a mile from
Mr. Emerson's home. There it was that Louisa and her
sisters, Anna, Beth and May, lived so happily the life
she so fully presents in “Little Women.” Yet with this
roof over their head there were six to be provided for
and the ambitious Louisa assisted to the best of her
ability, Concord, however, offered very little opportunity

Fix
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FREDERIC AND JOHN PRATT (" Demi” and * Daisy")
Sonn of Anna Bronson (Aleott) Pratt (" Meg ™)
From * Lowita May Alcott; Her Life, Leiters and Journals ¥

THE STORY OF THE
ALCOTTS

(Condensed from Edngh D, Cheney's authoritative
* * Louisa May Alcott: Her Life, Letters and Joumals ™)

The restoration and preservation of the Orchard
House where “Little Women™ was written is the most
fitting memorial to Louisa May Alcott that could be
devised. Under this roof the Alcott family made its
hime for twenty-five years, From the Orchard House
Miss Alcotr went forth to her duties as a Civil War
nurse in 1862 and here she slowly convalesced from the
hespital fever she had contracted, Here too she began
her writings, which, with the publication of “Little
Women,” marked the turning point in the family
fortunes,

Louisa was born November 29, 1832, in Germantown,
Pennsylvania, where her {ather, Amos Bronson Aleott,
a man of unusual culture but an unpractical dreamer,
had moved from his native state of Connecticut to take
charge of a school. She was the second daughter of the
four who lived to maturity. When Louisa was but two
years old the family moved to Boston, where Mr, Alcott
opened his famous schoal for children in Masonic Temple.

In 1840, Mr. Alcott’s school having proved unsuccess-
ful, the family went out to Concord and occupied a
cottage, which is described in “Little Women"” as Meg's
first home, although Anna never lived there after her
marriage. During this period Louvisa developed rapidly

* Copyright, 1889, T.5. . Alcont
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dollars. Not only did financial aid come in response.
but many were the expressions of delight that such a
plan was undertaken. The Louisa M. Alcott Memorial
Association was organized to assume the title, the place
was renovated, and no debt remains.

The great number of visitors is assurance of wide-
spread interest. Relatives and friends of the Alcotts
contributed priceless gifts—the piano the girls used,
mementoes of their childhood, a very beautiful bust of
Miss Alcott, and pieces of furniture. The scheme of
color in paper and paint is as near like that of the time
of the Alcotts as possible. Miss Alcott’s own room has
been furnished by relatives, who remembered it as it
was when that brave, courageous woman occupied it.
The painting by May Alcott on the window panel and
the one under the mantel, are in perfect condition and
are exceedingly interesting with the stories they bring
to mind. “May’s room” (“Amy,” in “Little Women”)
has the sketches on doors and walls as she left them.
They must have been considered precious, or they would
not have been kept in such good condition, through all
the changes that have come to the house. They are now
covered with glass to insure their future preservation.
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THE ALCOTTS*Y

Eriginals of the Principal Chargcters tn “Linde Women®™

Amos Bronson Aleott [Born, Waolcott, Connecticut, 1790 died Bostan, Massa-
chuserts, 1888} — “Mr. March™
\bigail May (Born, Boston, Massachusetes, 1800; died, Concord, Massachusene,
1577 — “Mrr. Marck™ “ Marniese™
[ Anna Bronson Aleott {Born, Germa nLown, ]—"l:'|'|||:\:.'|_l.'.1.r|iu. 1831: died, Cone
eord, Mussachuserts, 18937 — “Meg™ (Sigter)
Murried, 1860, John Bridge Prait of Concord, Maossachusetie—=Fole Frpmdet i

Ao Frederie Alcott Pratt (1B63-1910) — “Demi™ (Nephew)
Maorred,; 1888, Jessica L, Cate {(1862-1914)

. Broason Aleott Praty (1889-1043) (Grent Mephew)
Murried, 1013, Lowise DeHevere Grant (b 1892 — )

A, Ann Alcott Prate (h 1924 — ) (Great, Great Nicce)
Married, 194%, Jobn Wadsworeh Lummss (b, 1921 —
Susan Aleotr (b, 1949 — | (Grear, Grear, Grear Nivee)
Ellen Hutehison (b, 1952 —
Anne Wadsworth (b 195 — )
Louise Westlake (b 1963 — )
b Louise Delevere Prott (b, 1927 — | (Great, Grear Nicee)
Murried. 1948, Homald Mills (b, 1927 — 3
David Lawrence (b, 119 — } (Great, Grear, Grear Nephew)
Jared Barbour (b, 1953 — )

Dhivorced, Married Cocll R, Nigps
Laurie Chase (b, 1938 —

1, FEhzabeth Sewell Pratt (1891<1020) {Great Niece)
Matried, 1913, Alfred ©. Rodiield, No ¢hildren,
3, Frederic Aleott Pratt (Born and died 1895)

4, lLowiza Alcott Pratt (b, 1900 ) (Grear Niece)
Muorzicd, 1926, William F. Kusin {l,. 1897-1970)

n. Lowtsa Aleorr (b, 1927 —

b. [ésdiea Praty (1931-1932)

c. William Frederick, Jr. {b. 1933 — J (Great, Grear Nephew)

Maorried Georgine Spencer Lond (b, 1935 — )

Karl Frederick (b. 1959 — ) (Great, Great, Great Nephow)
Karett Elizabeth (b, 1961 | [(Great. Great, Great Nieee)

Louisa Aleote (b, 1965 — )
5. Frederic Waolrey Pratr (1903-1957) (Grear Nephew) ey o it i
Married, 1429, Theress Winsor (. 1004 — . LOUIsA MAY ALCOTT
a, John Winsor (b, 1931 — ) (Grear, Great Nephew) Frum a daguerrestype
Married Joy Arlene Wilmonen (b, 1938 — )

From “Lowira May Alcott: Her Life, Letters and Journals"
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Maria Theresa (b. 1965 — ) (Great, Great, Great Niece)
Samuel Frederick Wolsey (b. 1967 — ) (Great, Great,
Great Nephew) K

b. Frederick Alcott (b, 1933 — )
Married Eleanor Christine Bisbee (b. 1935 — )
John Bisbee (b. 1959 — )
Theresa Winsor (b, 1962 — )
c. Charles Wolsey (b. 1935 — )
Married Joan Catlaway (b, 1939 — )
Sarah Harding (b. 1964 — )
Timothy Wolsey (b. 1966 — )

B. John Sewell Pratt (Alcott) (1865-1923) — “Daisy” (Nephew)
Legally adopted by Louisa May Alcott, 1888, and his name changed

to John Sewell Pratt Alcott.
Married, 1909, Mrs. Eunice Hunting, and adopted his wife's son.
No other children.

1. Louisa May Alcott (Born, Germantown, Pennsylvania, 1832; Died, Roxbury,
Massachusetts, 1888) — “ Jo™ (Author of “Little Women”)
II1. Elizabeth Sewell Alcott (Born, Boston, Massachusetts, 1835; Died, Concord,
Massachusetts, 1858) — *“Beth” (Sister)
IV. Son (Born and died, Boston, Massachusetts, 1839)
V. Abba May Alcott (Born, Concord, Massachusetts, 1840; Died, Paris, France,
1879) — “Amy” (Sister)
Married, 1878, Ernest Nieriker (b. 1856 — ), A Swiss

A. Louisa May Nieriker (b. 1879 — ) — “Lulu” (Niece)
Married, 1903, Emi] Rasim

1. Ernestine May Rasim (b. 1904) (Great Niece)
Married, 1923, Charles Nieriker
a. Rolf (b. 1927) (Great, Great Nephew)
Divorced, Married Emest Ammer 1934.
b. Jurgen (b. 1934)
Married, 1961, Berit Munsson
Rebecca (b. 1962 — )
Kristina (b. 1965 — )
Barbro (b. 1966 — )

c. Sigrid (b. 1936 — )

d. Eckhard (b. 1940 —
Married, 1967, Helga Ehni

Tanya (b. 1968 — )
e, Heike (b. 1943)
f. Ursula (b. 1948)

* As of January, 1971
{ ) Relationship to Louisa May Alcott
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THE ALCOUK FAMILY (¥ MAINE.
\shlitant Surgcon U, 8. Marine-Honpieal Serviee.

By Tir. Cranpzn B, Baxxs, .
i % ALCOCK Chinn
& vurly [543, and probaily hefore, Mr. JO[I‘E F.
HG{:LII:L{:: (York), Mualue, Iurrummhlg IT:r_rn I}‘un;{[nnd. Mfimi?m—
i I his descendints thero Jived in Ioxbury, iy -
irln;rnz[il:nl:?auw:h:}ul:h::nﬂld considernble nole but thers is not kuown o be any

i 3 Iwayn mentioned in
e conngetion existing butwenn thems. Our settlor in nlw
:m“r?a.-::‘ili:ﬂwilh n prefix or soffix of n::wut. frim v;hml:; rﬁ:umﬁ?;{ I:lll:
infer that his socinl position wus ahove the average nfu? e B
as a purchaser of land st Gorgean, 16 du, i
E:utgmr:t?mmwaﬁ of Willinm Hooke, urhulrlrlw;y. fﬂrmrﬂlﬁ lf, mr;:l:ll::;t. ;:
F i L a thought {rom ce
Gorgeann  York Deeds, & W) It oy A ks
liveid at the houndary line of Gorgesun and hitiery, r.r.‘tumknt. e
sides of the live.  He had town grints i the luttuﬁ e e
1664, besides his original purchase ut Gorgeans. e was
i iasi 16542, and wus chonen ser-
1649, signod the submizsion 10 Mnmnurhuw{,u it R, A e
in band of York In 1659, TIn 1636 ho gr
Eunl':n::{;?u:::ll In Gurgeann ndjninin[i hin other property, and in 1671,
ju?:hrl‘um Wi death, 210 acres *in full of his dividewl” { Town Records),
ing that He was ove of the early settlers. -
.b?;!;“ﬁuix y:nr. residence in the town st hT'v%-.lm" d“uﬂl::i :; hﬂl:.u;n'
iv i L appear in the political arena dor
gt he'dueu uuﬂﬂu d the lurge estate left by him confirms
elting years from 1650 to 1680, and the lerg s I by et B0
this view. Ouly onoedoes he uppear in court, Sateant, 8
7 behalf of Sir Ferdinan
June, 1647, being sued by Edward Gud.['ﬂ;i, |In o Dby ast
Gorges, for o debit of £30, which he “km;'ﬁ .v.]zqui;]n L 4ha e hphuntm -
sonissed, Between 1671 and July 6, 1675, he ;
E?;:;’:::tmﬂm of his estate was granted to Joseph Aleoek, E‘iﬂ:dwh s
Dummer und Richard Banks, A portion of his estato wai di ¥
ward Rishworth, John Twisden Abraliam Preble, n
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upon 29 Oetober, 1675, with whose award Joseph and Jub Aleock and
Richard Baoks gave bonds in £300 to “rest satistied.” The following
division waa then agreed upon the sume day s Joseph Aloock, * eldest son,”
double portion, £62 4 0; Mary Twisden, Job Aleock, Flizabeth Danks,
Hanah Snell, Sarali Giddings, Mrs, Lydia Dummor, ench £81 2 0; and
winisters’ rate for M® Dummer, £1 13 0; Total, £250 8 0, (York Court
Records, folio d6.) His widow Elizabeth was ulive at this division of
the estute, but it fs not known how long after. Their chiliren, wecording
to this sattlement, are i follows :

8, & Jdossrw, of whom presantly.
. Maev, m, John Twisden, of York,
3. i, dow, of whom mmutﬂ.
ir. Bumanero, m. Richard Banks, of York, whom whe survived (1092)
fiir severnl yenre,
¥.  Hampai, m. [George?) Snell.
vio Saman, m, [George ) Giddings,
wi. Lynia, m. Rev, Shubnel Doainee,®
viih, [Sanoee, m persoy of this name signed the subimiesiin s Mosacha-
wette nt York in 1052, and miny have beon o brother o son of John
the amigrant, I the lattar, he died before LTS, ne b does not ap-
!:l.r o tako part in the divielon of the estate, 11 b was o brother
mng ba the Samuel of Portemouth, o el eaptain who ** Died of
a fever alter tan Dayw slckness ocoasioned by stricking in o mplignant
iteh with y* huthing of Rum," 13 Oct. 1704, (Pike's Joarnal, 3i.)
‘I'iin Samuel probably mareied Elizabeth, daughter of ‘Ulamas and
Luey (Treworgic) Wells !h'.m zxvii. 80TY, mod was manter of the
* Rivhard and Margueet ©° J097-1700, and juror in 1707.]

2, Joseen® Avcock (John'), the ¥ eldest san,” sfoned the sulimission at
Yarl, 1652, with his futhior and * Sam Alcocks," which muy be takon as pood
avidenes that be had arrived at his majority, aod was born ne early an 1630,
Ha waa o sergeant of militin in 1659, and died belore Oct. 2, 1078, leaving
a wittow (11) Abigail, aud an estate which wan administerad by his broth-
erdu-low John Twisden, His widow became Abigail Rowsley, of Ports-
maouth, before August 10, 1681 (York Deeds, v, 240), und but oue elild

Bppoary @
i. Joum, s es-capiain.

4. Jdon® Arcook (John'), reported by Savage as of York in 1666, was
born either ln this conutry just after emigration, or shortly before o Epg-

® This fact inof n | Intevest to isterism in view of the long aceepted stntrmemts thag
the Ttow, Alinhael Duammer, H. C. 1656, marded Mary, daughter of Edwand Bilivorth,
Itn repetition mmhﬂ? (Harvard Gradoaten, L 474) I8 tnken nion text by the late Hon,
Nuthaniel (3. ully of Yorl, for o full dlsen of the clain snd an Ingoslods presens
tathon of thearien to conttovert ft (o, xxel 31 e Afwrwarde Mr, Marshall discoversd
the Dammer-Alcock alliance, which dis be comminnbcated to the writer of thla artls
cle, The divison of the Aleovk estate is nly concluslve ae 1o the marrings of the Rew,
Bhabesl Demmer to Lydia, denghior of Jobn snd Elisabeth Aleock. Jihn ber fether dylng
Elumﬂ. t‘ril:‘l&m'.“ hhl:ll profix :Lt,mmml wlue Wmlﬂmur': Tlfg. n "Imrllll.J vy
mmEr n Fuun ruos er egiial abinre w o
Parsan Dammer as lnhm:‘#d porron, -rirh'lo{:- s Aleock and fichard Banks bis bros
thars-in-lnw, was en adminisrator of the estate with them.  Frabahiy (here wes some dbs
about the division, as tha I‘:ﬂl ricords show that somie of the children had pors
of money and valoables Lefore ¢ fisther's desth, and a new sel of administrators
was choson condling of ore helr, John Twisten,"and two disineerested persons | Kdwand

Rishworth kiting one), who the madter as Jirther evidence of the Deiamer-
Al marriage mey be foand ie the York {Drepcdn il 570). This does not dis-
" ¥ Trutmmer-Rishwrath biat 1 aliven sliow thuit In Octobier,
WH. Depermer was Ly dis Adovock and ad M. Marshall had proven con.
gotly oSy S e gl v i f Tt L
1641 to ; z n 1] » Hev Shue +
' hﬂnu”l-ﬂ;” ‘wifie whose malden or married namo was Rlshworib.
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= T fh- ’E ~Ear i e
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This settler was

JOHN ALCOCK
dz&d‘ﬁ" herdas carly as 1639
(Deeds 19, 20), and
became one of the
largest landholders in town, and in other ways attained a
prominence in local affairs. His name was nh_\'u}'ﬁ _writt{:n
in the records as “Mr.” or even * Esq.,” showing his social
standing in the estimation of his neighbors, and is fre-
quently mentioned as “Farmer” Alecock. This last title
denoted a person wheo advanced money to the town for the
taxes, or “farmed’ them, as was the old English term for
this transaction, It indicates that he was a man of wealth,
as reckoned in that period, and kept a servant, He took
no part in the political affairs of the provinee, and only
held a few offices in the town., He was Selectman 16529,
1660-73, as well as Alderman of Gorgeana in 1648, In the
county he was a Sergeant of Militia, 1659, and in 1668 a
Commissioner, “to end small canses.” His home was near
Eastern Point, and that section came to be known us
“Aleock’s Neck.” He had acquired this large tract by
purchase from William Hooke (Deeds 4, 98), and he also
owned ten acres adjoining the Ministerial Lot, bought of
Godfrey (Ibid. i1, 177), which he sold later to Peter Weare.
One of his shares in the divisions of town lands amounted
to two hundred ten acres. Besides these he held smaller
pircels in various sections, :

Of his English origin, nothing definite has been ascer-
tained, but it is probable that he was a resident of Kent
before emigration to this town, and connected witl the
Alcock family of Mersham in that county. The recur-
rence of the same family names indicates this probability,
although the name is fairly common in England. He was
married when he came here, and his first five children
were brought with him across the Atlantic.

He was living as late as June 21, 1673, but shortly after
“he was suddenly surprised with death, and had no oppor-
tunity to make his will or settle his estate™ {(Mass. Arch.
111, 149). The distribution of his property was made by
arbitration on March 11, 1675, and approved by the
Court that date. His eldest son Joseph had been dis-
satisfied with the usual division as made officially. The
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inventory was returned at £236-0g9-p, and each heir was

awarded £31-02, the eldest son having a double portion.

He was required to pay the widow an annuity. She sur-

vived until the Massacre of 1692, and it was testified that

her will was de.stmyefl in the house of Mr. Dummer, her
son-in-law (Deeds [v] 1), p6). The'name has been extinct in
the town for over two centuries, and it is doubtful if any
descendants of his name exist elsewhere. By his wife

Elizabeth (maiden name unknown), he had issue, as

follows:

i, Samuel, b, about 1630 (if a son); submitted 1652; witness same
year; land grant 1653; mentioned 1639; prob. dus.p. before
1675; magv have been a brother of John.

i, Ninry L 1632, m. Peter Twisden,

i jﬂﬁﬂpi'l. b. 11‘53‘13‘ removed to Kittery, where he m. Abigail,
daughter of Daniel Paul; was shipwright and mariner; d. 30

uly 1678 intestate, left a son Capt, John of Portsmouth,

iv. Ehzabeth, b, (1636), m. Richard Bankes, ancestor of the family
of that name in Maine,

v, Job, b, 1638. Submitted 1652; Selectman 1676; Licutenant of
Militin 1677; Magintrate 1678: Captain 1681; Councillor
1641; remaved to Portsmouth, after the Massacre, and became
Judge of Su}l:c'riur Court of Pleas for N. H. m. Dérothy,
doughter of Rev. John Rayner of Dover, but had oo issue;

__will dated Dee, 2, 1712 and Emv:d n17eh,

vi. Hannah, b, (1640}, m, George Snell,

vii. Sarah, b, (1642), m. (1) John Giddings; (2) Heney Herrick of
Beverly,

viii. Lydia, b. (1644}, m. Rev. Shubael Dummer.

STEMHEN CRAWFORD

He had a lot of land at or near Brave Boat Harbor in
16538, but there is no record of the grant or later disposal
of it. Doubtless he was only a transient fisherman, He
15 found later at the Isles of Shoals where he died.

THOMAS TOOTMAN

This person was another transient early settler. He
had a grant of two acres near the mouth of Meeting House
Creck about 1639 (Deeds 111, §5) which was referred to the
next year, as adjoining George Puddington in that section.
He was indebted to a Boston tailor in 1646 (Aspinwall,
I24), but had removed in 1648 to Dover, where a “brother
Benjamin Matthews” lived. He died there about 1668,
leaving children.
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