W W LA e S ] a Ml L A g -— ok P

Tﬁ 029_.3  s784sa, Sone um1g*ants to va. 2nd aditznn by W.G. STANARD 1911,19¢
B3 | !
\d ;ﬁlj Pace 10- BASSETT, Wn. (died 1672) New Kent Co. son of wm. Bassett,

yeoman oI Newport, Isle of WIGHT, He had Deen an oificer
in the English Garrison at Dunkirlk,probaly in Alsops_regiment,until
it was evacuated in 1662, e oy el

REITHS Ancestry of Benjamin HARRISON, pg 27-29,
(the book was not in our library)

929.3-D448 English Duplicates of Lost Va. Records by Louis des COGNETS Jr.

Pyg. 248. New Kent Co.

John LIGHIFOOT Esq.& Commander in Chief.

Joseph FOSTER, Lieut.Col.

William BASSETT, Major

This was year of 1699,Colonels and Commanders in cheif, The Liu-
tenant Colonels, and Commanders in Chief-of the Milifia in the
several counties in this his Majestys Colony and Dominian of Va.
Pq. la? Quit Rent Roll of King Wm. CO. 1704
Coll. BASSETT, 1550 acres
Pg. 163, New Kent Co. Rent Roll,a rent roll of the lands held of
her Majestyies in ath the Parish of St. Peters and St. Paul

Anns. 1704
Thomas BASSETT, 350 acres
Wm. BASSETT, 550 acres

pg. 164, New Kent Co. Cont'd.
Wm. BASSETT Esq. 1100 acres.
pg. ll5-Extract out of the Council Journal of the we 23rd of Dec.
1720 of the quantity of land licensed to be taken up in the
County of Spotsylvania.
Wm. BASSETT & Garvin CORBIN esg. 15,000 acres.
pg. 75. List of Patents signed in April 1704, King Wm. Co.
Wm. BASSETT 1000 acres
Pg. 10 . New Kent Co. List of Co. Officers 1699
Wm. BASSETT,sheriff 17 June 1699
pg. 16. List of the quanity of land,number of Tithables and Civil
Officers in the Dominion of Va.8 July 1702
New Kent Co. Burgesses-Wm. BASSETT
pg. 56. Her Majesties Royall Colledge of Wm. & Mary in Va. 8 July 1702
Governors elected by virtue of the charter,
‘Benjamin HARRISON, Wm. BASSETT.
pg. 256. Persons qualified to be of his MajestysHonorable coucil
here,and srecommedded.
_ Wm. BASSETTE
pg. 258-undated(17167)
Wm. BASSETT, marr. Mr. LUDWELLS half neice.
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EARLY VIRGINIA WILLS
Abstracts from Recently Dizcovered Records
miamtisund from fese 50 Foi. ) ;
- EﬁKIN. JAMES
A8 Rockbridge Co.. V. Will fled 5 Oct., 1785
pol ¥ wife Essbell
Lwo zons
T |
i Pﬂmnjﬂr'i'iﬁ:m Co., Va. Will filed 26 June, 1738
huiwmln Etz. Maguire - ‘
EDM an \%‘?]Ltfmﬂ [
E a 3
= Rockbridge Co., Va., 'Will filed 5 Feb, LHL _ :
2. William Edmondson ; o
=« " -~ s Robort Edmondson - . g

Mew England immigrant. who married Peregrine White,
the first born of English parents in New England. whe
- ~was born on board the "Mayflower,” in Cape Cod Har.
R ] ‘bor, in MNovember, 1620. They lived in Marshficld,

% 2 ﬂluu Serch Bassett White died in 1711,

. EARLY NEW YORK CLEMENT WILLS

3 © {Conisituted 10 Gunnlusy)
1 o BONEEEN JAMES CLEMENT of Flashing, 5 May, 1724,

. ) To wife Sarsh

i iy P To ton 'John

N To son Samuel

Rom= . "To son Thomas
- T o . Tosan ) L
: .’I. : g R ﬁﬂ.’tughtu Mll"? Bate
e o f . To daughtes Sersh, wite of Thomis Skt

o TS . 2. Jchn Edinondson TF

jngspﬂ CI.EME:NT 16 Szmq:"h:r. 1748. LA S Tabdll Ednisdin ; s =
i oY d. Ann . o
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- Rockbridge Co., Va. Wil led 4 Macch, 1783 i

) e 3=

. ¥ e ;.:;:-

' ' et

W gqfw l.."'mll E!H ﬂ'ﬂul.r IIH

‘g K
. F ™
e R B s AT e v g e AT oA %
- "’Hﬁwam =, 0 ST = : - 1
| { e ] - s ] m
g '-. -q EL&.“ u-. .f. 2 L s ;.‘ :
- S el 3 . i
Htl" éﬁ'.i? ':; ;-*’L b oy PP -
PR el e T o TS it
.‘1 '_j._' .—J-'_?-'-, e - 3 31 r_}?
:a’_“ b ':- ol ;:’ \E > i x o - 5 I""é
-, e = = L =" = L X
E:;} :1!"_";"1'! = j:“'-:"-r*' . Ta L_Fﬁﬁ
A A =%, FERE =
'-‘_:- - ) ! 1 * : 1 _.__.::
_-;--'_1"‘_',___;:_ ‘,. = & 2 _"_ ‘:- = 3 i




- -

-

Bistert, iy "thint Golonel Bissett deocended From’
&ﬂui?unﬁ.%mm of ithe “roysl ehimber, who
id Clind Eﬁt ldﬁﬂh@y mf:, Mq{“dtuﬁm of

t 1

¥, YA

11
Wk

I.-

o | M l"lr;‘.. .

4 g ] o O ol
3 o R g T g
. i
; Ta Ty e 4 ;
; fr é" £ SU ra sl
- b S T Al S R
= - ) L AN ey B - S
A= L e Ly W
a e T b el d
1, - o E S T =
& . i W, - R A = S
m-i——-'ﬁ.-- #_;am-w-ﬁ_-&t.:'naﬂmﬁ-*—-a_ L Lo

L ‘h-ﬁ -y d;‘ww:.r .r'rl -~ r-“i =-.. ﬁ?\-:—-*. i e _‘.- 3
..""_: “.1? -:'I%‘I':‘ ::-1_;-: .I':'-'-:":I - ‘ A = 2 II
o] WA Aol . -
. e ‘j - —3 P
& S B > :
1% - ! 1"HE mss'a'rr FAMILY IN AMERICA P " Williem Roper, of Eltham, in Kent, England, Mary's
- : d L (Penuibuted to Genealogy) E- " mother was daughter of Sir Thomas Moore, Lord Chan-
g = % < ST Bnuth were originally from Cornwall ang F © eallor of England.
. . . Devenshire.” The first English colonist ta reach Americs b Col. William Bassctt’s tomb bears the arms of the
= 2 was Willism Baseeft, who arrived in the ship “Fortune,” £ {amilyt Or. three bars wevy gules. Crest: A uni-
- “.. = in September, 1621« He” seitled in Dusbury, Mas, F— " corn's head coupled argent. Motto: Prorege et populo,
. 2 .-« < Another early arrival wad John Banm, who located in i " “The coat of arms horne by the falconer, Thuratine de
= g N'_-'W Haven, Conn., in. 1643 - !_-" Basset, wes: Argent, 8 chevron between three bugle
e . Tiiere are in this country upwards of 50,000 descend- = horns, sable. Crest: A stag's head cabossed, between
HE B iuu of William Baseelt, the first immigrant, and at the = - the attires, & crors fitchee, all argent. Motto: “Death
L% F . . - preschi tinte pver: 2000 Amcm E-nulm hear the name ! oy before dishonor.” .
IR R TR i DN ~ e " In New England, there wes a Nathanicl Bassett of
e o ek Bassetts lnd. Burwells were among the most = m or Harwich, Mass,, born 1755, Nothing is
o AR S prﬂmintht vof "Wjrginia femilits’ in. Colonisl deys. On s T prown of Kim unless this i he: “"Captein Nathanicl
S o Ve 0 Mareh, 703, Govériir Spoltswood declired: “The  §-  Bassatt" “killed by pirates,” left sons Natheniel and
g~ s 3 grester bnrt of thn’mmi "Conel] are related fo'the E . ]nﬂtmi prohably “Ellery"?
=~ AR =, family of the Burwells. . IF Mr. Bassett £nd Mr, Berkeley E One of the revolutionary h:m:: was Abreham Bas-
L . should tike theirplaces, there will be no léss than seven B sett, who was in the battles of Long lsland and White -
o vl U ga near rell.tl:ﬂt.hll they will go offthe bench thllﬂwl “;; e ‘Plains. Nesr one hundred Basselts fmm h“l.ﬂ“hm:th .
! ;:_ = m!-ﬂr '-E;E E“T'ﬂ'!‘-u' E0mes tﬂ' h! t!‘!Eﬂ.' A } r = 'E_-:' ; -. .!mn were In thg Rﬂﬂ]ﬂtlﬂ'ﬂq E
- .7 Colonal Willjgm Besiett was fan of Captain Wallam S Ebencaer Bassett, served in ‘the séa coust dfente
= i Bunn&t{uﬁruﬁgﬂjn%&t English garrizon 8t Duonkirk s ST e AT kud in 1776, After the Revolution he
R bl §t was evacunied in/Th62), snd Bridget, &w;’rmuf : :-_  removed to. Washington Co., New York state. He
b "Coloncl Miles Opryand Ann Tadlor. - = " married Abigail Adams, end had 2 son Ashshel. '
e 8 ,-,J-]pmn.thtuuq:eﬂ u{u “daughter of Hon.. Lc'.m Bu:r- e -_. . Ewhud Bassett, senator. end governor ~of Dela-
% :'v rm E,_ el “nrid -ﬂﬁiﬁﬂ Semith "(who'wa3 niseerund heiress of " Sare, 1798, was born in Delsware,.2ad lived in hiz native
A ‘Hunﬁll'i ianicl Badon, and iwhbse ‘great, grindfather, 3 :.- *‘h:h:: during =l his life. . He was always in active prac-
Tt 3 Ef,‘[nm“ﬂuﬁn. Wi ﬁntmmln to Liord Franeis Bacom) - - ok ﬁlmt. and while the articles of Confederation were in
e is _:_: _—jv-?ﬂ;“u o *Wﬂiﬁim_—Bnﬁ:tt #nd Tounna Durwellswere - -7 foree in the American colonies, was & member of  the
_ﬁ.i_-'_:'_é;f'__._-‘_ﬁd:'; feat=grnridparents -55 Pi‘di!ﬂ:nt\ William m.nry - ~Continental Cﬂwﬂh “He was In active correspondence
= :,jf"" :-H"!? Lils Blzabet] B“’"“-']"’ M&Jﬁ‘ﬂ‘" 5 "'“_'l whh many- of the lr.:.thn; men of his day. -
O = 5 Cmin Fiars ""r_t]:;fnﬁr of President Harsison. - P S ngmhr 1689, in the Province of Maine, Cq\l:.
e I § 178 T “"Ell:hlnﬂ'“ﬂlt Tome of Colonel Wiﬂhm = ’Wﬂﬁlm PBassett took prominent part in.a Council of

.[Iill
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 War, held at the Point Gafrizon;in Scarborough .
i #q;ﬂm?muudmm;,mmnrmr
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630 VIRGINIA

book. During the night the Federal army withdrew to their base at Harrison’s Land-
ing (see below%.

In the GLENDALE NATIONAL CEMETERY (R), 3.1 m., are a vertically
mounted cannon and symmetrically circular rows of headstones. Of the 1,192 buried
here 958 are unknown. R

GLENDALE, 3.9 ., a hamlet where several roads converge, was the central point
during the Battle of Glendale, or Frayser’s Farm. On June 30, following the Battle of
Savage Station, Lee’s divisions encountered the Federals at Malvern Hill, at White
Oak Swamp, and at this crossroads. Though several Federal divisions maintained
their ground throughout the afternoon, fighting stopped as darkness came on, and
the Federal forces withdrew to Malvern Hill.

At WHITE OAK SWAMP, 6.5 m., General W.B.Franklin held Jackson. Reaching
the north side of the stream about noon and finding the bridge destroyed, Jackson
remained here until Franklin withdrew after nightfall.

At 10.4 m. is a junction with US 6o (sec Tour 8a).

At 14.7 m. on State 5 is a junction with a dirt trail.

Right here through woods to another trail, 0.3 m., and R. to the Ranporre MoNu-
MENT, 0.5 m. This area—Park Woods—was part of the Turkey Island estate and
maintained by the Randolph family as a park. The obelisk, 18 feet high, relates that,
“The Foundation of this Pillar was lyaid in the calamitous year 1771 when all the Great
Rivers of this Country were swept by inundations never before experienced which
changed the face of Nature and left traces of their violence that will remain for ages.
In the year of 1772 this monument was raised to the memory of the first Richard and
JaneRandolphof Curles.’

At 17.5m. on State 5 is a‘junction with County 607.

Left here to County 6os, 1.3 m., and R. to the Sr7e oF THE Forest (R), 1.5 m.,
where Thomas Jefferson and Martha Wayles Skelton, widow of Bathurst Skelton,
were married New Year’s Day 1772.

At 19.6 . on State 5 is a junction with County 608.

Right here 1.5 m. to (R) SBYRLEY (gardens open week days, adm. so; house open A pril
Garden Week), one of the largest Tidewater mansions, built between 1720 and 1740; it
is on a lawn sloping to the river. Large outbuildings are behind it. The square
three-story brick structure is unusually high and has a deep denticulated cornice.
The double-hipped roof has no ridge; there is 2 single fineal at the peak, and plain
gabled dormers are packed closely about its four sides. Glazed headers, now almost
black, laid in Flemish bond, make .acheckere&gattem against the dull pink of the
stretchers. The entrance ~r2 < == f-ants are hidden by large two-story porches
with plain columns and low pediments, added in 1800.

The asymmetrical interior is notable for its woodwork especially for the number of
completely paneled rooms. In the very large hall, occupying more than a quarter of
the main floor, is a ‘hanging stair,” which seems to have no support as it swings out
over the center of the chamber on its way up a square well three stories high. Deep
cornices, mantels, overmantels, and broken pediments—each difierent—over doors
that connect the hall and three large reception rooms have carved details. Besides old
furniture, the house contains a large collection of portraits. In the great hall hangs an
oil of ‘King’ Carter, elegant in bright red coat and other eighteenth-century finery;
and in the parlor are crayons of a later Robert Carter and his wife, and of William
Carter, by Saint-Mémin. .

The estate was settled in 1613 as a hundred called ‘West-and-Sherley,” owned by
Thomas West, third Lord Delaware, and his brothers, Francis, Nathaniel, and John—
all, except Nathaniel, in turn, governors of Virginia. It was early patented by Colo-
nel Edward Hill. Commemorating in its name Sir Thomas Sherley, the fatber of
Cecilly, Lady Delaware, Shirley passed to Colonel Edward Hill IT (1637-1700), treas-
urer of the colony, attorney-general, and also councillor-and speaker of the house of
burgesses. In 1720 the estate was inherited by Elizabeth Hill, who in 1723 married

R
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TOUR 24 6

John Carter (16g0~1743), eldest son of ‘King® Carter (see Tour 165). Their gran
%aught:g), Aunn Hill Carter, was married here to ‘Light Horse Harry’ Lee in 1793 (s
‘our 16b). .

At 20.8 m. on State 5 is a junction with State 36.

Right here to HARRISON'S POINT, 1.1 m., terminus of the HorEWELL-CHARLE
Crry FERRY (sce Tour 19) (hourly service 7:30 a.m. to 7:30 p.m.; cor and driver 65,
round trip 81, each passenger 20¢, round irip 30¢).

The highway crosses Kimage’s Creek, 21.5 m., which flows by CAwWSEY’;
Care, patented by Nathaniel Causey in 1620. The estate was owned dur
ing the time of Bacon’s Rebellion by Colonel Thomas Grendon, whos
wife Sarah took so prominent a part in the uprising against autocratic rule
that she had the honor of being the only woman excepted under the act of
1677 for ‘indemnitie and free pardon.’

. At 23 m. on State 5 is a junction with a dirt road.

Right here to BERKELEY (R), 0.2 1n., the birthplace of a signer of the Declaration of
Independence—Benjamin Harrison—of a president of the United States—William
Henry Harrison—and ancestral home of another tgresident—Benjamin Harrison.
Berkeley stands between detached dependencies at the head of low terraced gardens

. above the James. Its warm red brick walls rise two stories to a deep cornice beneath a
massive gabled roof. Two tall chimneys pierce the ridge near the ends above widely
spaced dormers.

The challk white of an unusual quantity of interior hand-tooled woodwork is accen-
tuated by plaster-tinted walls. The spacious, deeply corniced, transverse hall is broken
midway by a broad elliptical arch springing from fluted pilasters. A pair of drawing
rooms are attractively joined by double-arched openings that flank their common
chimney. A glass panel in the wall now reveals ‘B.Harrison,” traced undoubtedly by
the builder in the temptingly wet base plaster.

‘The estate was a part of Berkeley Hundred, a grant made to Sir George Yeardley,
Richard Berkeley, and others in 1619. The proprietors instructed the settlers of the
‘Town and Hundred’ that ‘the day of our ships arrival . . . shall be vearly and per-
petually kept as a day of Thanksgiving.’ The Margare! landed her passengers at
Berkeley, December 4, 1619—a year and 17 days hefore the Pilgrims arrived to estab-
lish their Thanksgiving Day.

Abandoned after the massacre of 1622, the Hundred was later acquired by John
Bland, whose son Giles lived here until executed for his part in Bacon’s Rebellion.
Confiscated by Governor Berkeley, the land was purchased by Benjamin Harrisen
(1673-1710), attorney-general of the colony, treasurer and speaker of the house of bur-
gesses. Benjamin Harrison, his son, began to build this mansion in 1726. With two
daughters, he was killed by lightning during a ‘violent Thunder Gust’ in July 1745.
His son, Benjamin Harrison (1726-91), who installed the handsome interior wood-
work, was the signer, a governor of Virginia, and father of William Henry Harrison
(1773-1841), who emigrated to the Ohio Territory. William Henry Harrison achieved
his distinction in the Northwest Territory, of which he was the first secretary, and
which he represented in Congress. The victory of Tippecanoe in 1811 gave him a last-

ing epithet and 19 years later the campaign slogan that won for the Harrison-Tyler
Whig ticket success at the polls. He died, however, one month after his inauguration.
His grandson, Benjamin Harrison visited his ancestral home as President of the
United States. -

Benedict Arnold plundered Berkeley in 1781, and the estate, called Harrison’s Land-
ing, served as a base and camping-ground for the Federal army after McClelian’s with-
drawal from Malvern Hill. Near his transports and under protection of gunboats, Mc-
Clellan was safe from attack by pursuing Confederate infantry, who stopped short of.
the river. Though McClellan remained in this position until mid-August, Lee began to
withdraw his army on July 13, to oppose General John Pope in northern Virginia.

On the same road WESTOVER, at 2.3 m. (grounds open daily, adm. $1; kouse open
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State 30 branches east from US 360 (see Tour 20a) at CENTRAL
GARAGE, Om. .

RUMFORD, 2.7 m. (20 pop.), is at a junction with County 6oo.

Left here to Ruatrorp AcapExY (R), 0.3 mz., a dilapidated brick building that held
one of the many private schools for boys operated before the inauguration of a State
high school system. It was established in 1804.

The entrance to MoUNT P1sGAR (R), is at 1.4 m. The large brick house is in a grove, ,
and its lawn sweeps toward the river. Thick walls, recessed windows, wide floor
boards, the trim, and a basement containing kitchen, dining room, and storage pan-
tries attest its age, as does a brick in a fireplace bearing the date 1760. The house has
been beautifully restored. Its builder was Henry Robinson, a brother of Speaker John
Robinson (sez Tour 1B).

In 1870 Miss Fannie Page Robinson opened a seminary here for young ladies and
had the roof of the house Iigted to provide more bedrooms for her students. Just what
‘Miss Page’ taught is not a matter of record; yet from Mount Pisgah and other such
seminaries students were prepared for the early women’s colleges of Virginia, which
patterned their curricula after ¢ The University’ and Richmond College.

At 3.9 . on State 3ois a junction with County 616.

Right here to CRERRY GROVE (R), 1.1 7., a remodeled frame house on a slight emi-
nence. Ambrose Edwards, who came to Virginia in 1745, built the house and lived
here until his death in 18r0. Wealthean Butler was his first wife. Late in life, he mar-
ried a rich widow, Barbara Finch, who, like many another woman of her day, man-
aged to evade the rigors of the Common Law through a prenuptial contract stipulat-
ing that her husband should not interfere with the management of her property and in
turn agreeing to make no claim upon his.

Close by the house is the family burying ground, now a tangle of vines and mul-
berry shoots. Because seven Negroes died soon after working among the graves, it is
now well nigh impossible to employ men to clear away the underbrusg.

At 6.6 m. on State 30 s a junction with County 629.
Left here to ENFIELD (R), 1.8 . (see Tour 1B).

At 6.7 m. on State 3o0is a junction with County 629.

Right here to Acorrxtox CaURCH (R), 1.8 ., gaunt ghost of another day. Its flag-
stone flooring is gone; its brick walls are now covered with stucco; its pews and pulpit
have been taken away. Yet Acquinton, built in 1732, was one of the four Colonial
churches in the rich Pamunkey Neck area, embraced originally by St.John's Parish.
Of the Reverend Henry Skyron, rector from 1773 to 1787, Bishop Meade wrote, ‘He
was an elegant scholar . . . alike remarkable for his eloquence and piety, never par-
ticipating in any of the worldly amusements so common with the clergy . . . en
Mr.Skyron preached Acquinton Church was always so crowded that ti’; people used
to bring their seats and £ill up the aisle after the pews were full.” The Bishop added,
“His widow, who was too amiable to refuse a favor . . . allowed the ministers of the
:xexglégo’ring parishes to pick over and take away his sermons, which were never re-

urned.

For a time after the Revolution Acquinton Church was abandoned; later it was
used by Methodist and Baptist congregations. .

At 3.5 m. is a junction with County 623; L. here 3.9 m. to a private road and R. to
Ersixe GREEN, 5.1 1., a large brick house in a wide lawn near the Pamunkey River.
This large, solid Georgian Colonial building, built in part about 1719, has a pair of
gable-roofed dependencies. Large halls form a cross. At each end of the side hallis a
fine stairway with such zn casy rise that a daughter of William Browne, one of the
owners, once rode her pozy up one flight and down the other.

Captain William Dandridge, captain in His Majesty’s Navy and uncle of Martha

TO!
Washington, built part of the structure, which was the home of €
below) from 1758 to 1767. . .

At)5.3 . 073 County 629 is a junction with County 6o0; L. her
road, and R. 1 m. to CHERICOKE, a square hip roofed brick house s}
trees and surrounded by hedges of mockorange. The house was bu
ter Braxton, gutted by fire during the Revolution, restored, bur
stored. ]

Carter Braxton (sec Tour 1B) lived here until 1786. He was educ
of William and Mary; served in the house of burgesses almost conti
until 1775; was a member (1774-76) of the Virginia Conventions ar
tal Congress in 1776; and signed the Declaration of Independence.

KING WILLIAM, 7.8 m. (50 pop.), seat of King Willia
its few scattered stores and homes, bustles mildly on cou
larger than it was in Colonial days and only slightly chai
ance and way of life. The automobiles parked outside 1
seem an anachronism. Most prominent in the enclosure
Colonial brick wall, one of the few still standing in Virgink
HOUSE, a T-shaped building, with hip roof, end chimneys
loggia across its facade. On the court green are also the (
and JaIL, both built since 1885, and the usual CONFEDERA

King William County was formed in 1701 from King anc
and named for William I1I. King and Queen had been cut !
in 1691.

At98.5 . is a junction with State 293.

Right on this road, which becomes County 633, to a junction
7.8 mg.];!R?here to the PAMUNKEY INDIAN RESERVATION, 8
Indians whose tribe has lived on this neck since the land was ass
colony in 1677. The treaty announced that ¢ The Respective Indian
doe benceforth acknowledge their immediate dependency on, and (
to, the great King of England, Our now dread Soveraigne.’ The Qu
key (see Tour 64), then ruler of the Tidewater Confederacy, sign
symbol that resembles a script capital U. Charles IT sent a gift to e
and the English Queen ‘decorated’ the Queen of the Pamunkey‘
adorned by a silver chain. This ‘crown’ is now preserved by the
Society.

On {he reservation the wards, supervised by the State and exem|
and continuing a semblance of their tribal customs, are governed b;
¢l of their own choosing. They live in small frame houses along dir
a church affiliated with the Baptist General Association, send their «
provided by the State, and gain their livelihood through farm
fishing. The women make and sell pottery, shape beads, and fas
watch fobs, and other articles. Following custom, the chief and h

image to Richmond ea]ch {g'anktsgl;;mg amzl onct:nii s;lel;;'sao(il‘e:
freshly killed game—quail, rabbits, turkeys, and occa
of Vir)g,inia, wgom they address as ‘ Great White Father.! For theo
wear beaded doeskin suits and feathered headgear. They are freque
legislative halls, particularly when they fear that the passage of
miscegenation will result in classifying them as negroid.

At 13.1 m. is a junction with County 640.

Left here to County 625, 1.1 m., and L. to the MATTAPONI .
VATION, 2.3 m., home of another smalil remnant of the form_e{
Confederacy. After the massacre of 1644, the Mattaponi were dm‘
Neck by William Claiborne to a site near the Rappabannock, b
3668.
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State 3o branches east from US 360 (see Toxr z0e¢) at CENTRAL
GARAGE, Om.
RUMFORD, 2.7 m. (20 pop.), is at a junction \uth County 6co.

Left here to Rrytrorp Acapexy (R), 0.3 m., a dilapidated brick building that held
ore of the many private schools for boys operated tefore the inauguration of a State
high school system. It was established in 1304.

The entrance to MoUNT Prscan (R), isat 1.4 m. Thelarge brick houseisin 2 grove, .

and its lawn sweeps toward the river. Thick walls, recessed windows, wide floor
boards, the trim, and a basement conlainlnr' Litchcn. dining room, and storage pan-
tries attest its aze, asdeesa brickina "cp‘“cc bearing the date 1760, The house has
been beautifuliy restored. Its builder was Henry Robirsen, a brother of Speaker Jobn
Robinson {sce Tour 1B).

In :850 Miss Fannie Page Robinson opened a seminary here fer young ladies and
had the roof of the house lifted to provide more bedrooms for her students. Just what
* Miss Page’ taught is not a matter of record; yet frem Mount Piszah and other such
seminarics students w ere prepared for the carlv women’s colleges of Virgir:ia, which
patterned their curriculz after * The University* and Richmead Coliege

At 3.9 »:. on State 30 is a junction with Ceunty 616.

Right here to CEERRY GROVE (R), 1.1 m., a remodeled {rame house on a slight emi-
nence. Ambrose Edwards, who came to Virginia in 1745, buiit the house and lived
here until his death in 1810, Wealthean Butler was his first wife, Late in n“. ke mar-

ried a rich widow, Barbara Finch, who, like many another woman of her (..-._v, man-
aged to evade the rizors of the Common Law through 2 prenuptizl contract stipulat-
inz that ker hushand sheuld not interfere with the management of her prope 'u and in

turn agresing to make no claim upon kis.

Close by the house is the family burving ground, now a tangle cf vines and mul-
berry shoots. Because seven Negroes died soon after v'or"'rg among the graves, itis
now well nigh impossible to employ men to clear away the eaderbrush.

At 6.6 . on State 30 isa junction with County 629.
Left here to ENFIELD (R), 1.8 m:. (see Tour 1B).
At 6.7 m. on State 30is a junction with County 629.

Ri ght kere to AcQuinToN Currer (R), 1.8 1., gaunt ghost of another day. Tts flag-
stone dooring is gone; its brick wallsare now covered with stucco; its  pews and pulplt
have been taken away. Yet Acquinton, built in 1732, was one of the four Colonial

hurches in the rich Pamunkey Neck area, embraced ongma!!} by St.John's Parish.
Oi the Reverend Heary Q..v—o.., rector from 1773 to 1,S7. Bishop Meade wrote, ‘Ie
was an elegant scholar . . | alike remarkable for his eloguence and piety, never par-
txc pating in 2ny of the werldly amusements so common with the c!c—'-) . When
Mr.Skyron preached Acquinton Church was al: Wways so crowded that the rv'c') ¢ used
to bring their seats and #il up the aicle after the pews were fuli” The I3l<10") added,
‘His widow, who was too amiable to refuse a favor . . . zallowed the ministers of the
nmghgonng parishes to pick over and take away his sermons, which were never re-
turned.

For a time after the Revolution Acquinton Church was abandoned; leter it was
used by Methodist arnd Bzptist congregations.

At 3.5 m. is a junction with County 623; L. here 3.9 m. to a private road and R. to
Ersing GREEN, 3.1 2., & !arce brick house ina wide lawn near L‘w' Pamunkey River,

This larze, ~olxd Georglan Celornial building, built in part about 1517, has = pair of
gable-roo ul denern citz. Lorge halls form a cross. At cach end of the side hailisa
fine stairway with ¢ v rise that a daughter of William Browne, one of the
owners, once rode Ler L zy up cae fight and down the other.

Captain William Dandridge, capt:un in Hxs Majesty’s Navy and uncle of Martha

. FYPU. e e ————— e e o
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Washington, built part of the structure, which was the home of Carter Braxton {iee
below) from 17358 to 1 767. )
At 5.3 m. on County 629 is a junction with County fﬂ‘c‘ L. nere ! .
road,and R. 1= 1o CHEZRICOKE, & sq..archp roofed Lrick .‘o--<c‘~ aded by
trees and surrounded by hedges 'of mecxorarge. Tre Eouse was built
ter Braxton, gutted by fire dL..mg the Reveivtion, restored, barnzd, an

stored. . N .
arter Braxton (see Toxr 15) lived here u'-:u 1785. He was cduca

of William and Mary; served in the house of burgesees almes: comm..r-
urtil 1775; was a member (1“7'—~0‘ of the Vi x'
tal Congress in 17763 and signed the Declamzt
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{
gotiations between the Indi d the s i
gotiatlens betwreen ans a.n: ¢ settlers in 1613, had been on Jand that was la.

At 23.3 m. on State 33 is a’/junction with County 623.

Right here to a private road, 2.3 m.; L. to the SiTE oF CHESTNUT G:
pine ! ad, 2.3 m.; L. E ROVE, 3.4 m,,
h:)rus epl]:;cr: :é i‘l\lf:.ril;a.: Dandridge, who became the wife of George Washington. The
Martha Dandridge was born on June 2 1731, the first child of Colonel! John D
dridge and Frances Jones. Her father came here £ H: o Lo for
William (see Tour 204), and built his house aboutrxo;zlz. amPton, following bis brother

NEW KENT, 24.1 m. (50 pop.), seat of New Kent County, is no larger
now than it was in 1691, when it became the county seat,

The tiny Comugonsx-: (1906), upon a neat green, with the Confederate
Monument before it, houses portraits of Martha and George Washington
executed by David Silvette, after Stuart. New Kent County, formed i:;
1654 from York County, was reduced in size in 1691 when its territory
north of the Pamunkey River became King and Queen County.

The TAvERN, once a low brick building with dormers, has been given
two full stories by a frame addition. When General George B. McClellan
established communication headquarters here during the Peninsular Cam-
paign of 1862, the town, for the only time in its history, heard the click of
telegraph keys. It is told that a tavern keeper of anfe-bellum days, a
Mr.Howle, was so unwilling to cater to guests that the Reverend Mr. Jones
was moved to reprove him with the grace: ‘God bless the *Owl that ate
the fowl and left the bones for Servant Jones.’

At 26.1 m. is a junction with County 608.

Right here to County 609, 4.3 m., and R. 0.3 m. to a rivate road; R. he
h§n~a oF THE WEITE HousE, 0.8 m., home of Martha Daxfdn'dge Custis at th;e titx:eth o?
b ggzmamage to George Washington. The house was burned by Federal soldiers in

The estate was acquired "y ::t:tric John Custis IV (see Tour 2), w, i
to his son, Daniel Parke Custis, as a home for Martha Damgridge, his %J'ridléoo ‘;‘;i;t
Eight years later he died, leaving her with two children, John Parke Custis and Mar-
tha Parke Custis. Thus, when Martha Dandridge Custis met George Washington in
M%'l 17Bs§ast,1e Eras mistress o{) a large plantation.

€ brige’s home was probably the scene of her wedding with Washington, cele-
brated on January 6, 1759, ‘at candle light.’ Home wedding% had become t?lte0 c{x.ftom
because no church was ever lighted at night—a law of the colony prohibiting meetin
gvfi:?ei kind at churches after sundown—and no church had any means of heating in

White House passed to John Parke Custis, then to his son George ington
Parke Custis, Geprie Washington’s adopted son, who left it in 1857 tg h).:, ;srahrl.\ndgs;‘;,
Wllrham Henry Fitzhugh Lee, second son of General Robert E. Lee.

Not long after General Lee’s family left Arlington (see Tour 12) in 1861, Mrs.Lee
c;me l{ere to stay with her daughter-in-law, Charlotte Wickham Lee,and she was here
rh en IcClellan’s army began the march up the Peninsula. On May 11 the women left

e White I-,Ious_e, pinning on the front door a note: ‘Northern soldiers who profess to
reverence Washington, forbear to desecrate the home of his first married life, the prop-
erty of his wlfe,‘now owned by her descendants.’ A few days later there was penned
under the note: ‘Lady, a Northern officer has protected your property in sight of the
enemy, and at the request of your overseer.’ Though the Federal army stored supplies
on the estate, General McClellan gave specific protection to the White House. None

TOUR 6A 467

the less, in the confusion after McClellan’s defeat at Gaines’ Mill June 27, the White
House was set afire and burned.

At 4.4 m. on County 608 is the entrance to a private dirt road; R. here 1.2 m, to
PorLAR GROVE, a two-story brick house formerly L-shaped but now square with a hip
roof. The house was built about 1725 by Colonel William Chamberlayne, whose son,
Colonel Richard Chamberlayne, was owner in May 1758 when Colonel George Wash-
ington, attended by his body servant, Bishop, crossed the Pamunkey River by the
ferry on his way to Williamsburg with dispatches. Colonel Chamberlayne, who hap-
pened to be at the landing, invited Washington to dine at his home. Acceptance of the
invitation was impossible, Washington explained; the mission in Williamsburg was ur-
gent. But when Colonel Chamberlayne promised an introduction to the ‘prettiest and
richest widow in Virginia,” George Washington yielded. He ‘would dine—only dine’—
and by ‘borrowing of the night’ could be in Williamsburg the following morning.
While the faithful Bishop waited, holding by the bridle the handsome charger pre-
sented by General Braddock, Washington lingered on. At sunset Colonel Chamber-
layne declared that no man left his house at such an hour. So Washington stayed the
night. Though he went to Williamsburg the next day, he returned to visit Martha
Dandridge Custis at White House before he set forth on the expedition against the
French. And by July he was able to write to her that he embraced the opportunity ‘to
send a few words to one whose life is now inseperable from mine. Since that happy
hour when we made our pledges to each other, my thoughts have been continually go-
ing to you as to another self.’

At 30 m. on State 33 is a junction with State 155.

Right on this road to County 614, 0.9 m.; L. here 0.6 . to a junction with County
606 and L. again 6.2 m. to HAMPSTEAD (L), a large brick house among old trees and
shrubbery. It has a hip roof with a platform and a parapet balustrade. There are tall-
columned porticos on both fronts and pilasters adorn the walls. Ornamentation is
even more elaborate in the interior. From the great central hall, a stairway winds to an
observatory.

Hampstead was built in 1820 by Conrad Webb. Among the Webbs prominent in Co-
lonial Virginia was George Webb, author of The Office and Authorily of a Justice of the
Peace, published in Williamsburg in 1736 and called ¢ Webb’s Justice.’

On State 155 is ST.PETER’s CHURCH (R), 1.6 m., with its graveyard in a groveon a
knoll. Though not built until 1701-03, its style is that of the low-pitched early-Colonial
rectangular church, with arched windows. The arches of the huge tower, which was
added in 1722, rise to the level of the eaves. The pyramidal steeple was erected in 1740.
In 1719 a brick wall, since removed, was ordered built around the churchyard, ‘s’d
wall . . . inall respects as well done as the Capitol wall in Williamsburg.’ Except for
mellowness of age, St.Peter’s looks much as it did in the eighteenth century. Though
St.Peter's survived the Revolution, its furnishings were destroyed during the War be-
tween the States. On the walls of the chancel remain two mural tablets, the only ob-
jects approaching ornamentation. One commemorates the Reverend David Mossom,
who officiated at the marriage of George Washington; the other Colonel William
Chamberlayne of Poplar Grove. Both are buried beneath the chancel. St.Peter’s was
the first brick church to be built in the parish and was called the * Brick Church.’ Only
once in records of the Colonial era—in 1752—was it referred to as St.Peter’s Church,

St.Peter’s Parish, formed in 1679 from Blissland Parish, had four churches in 1794
when St.Paul’s Parish was cut from it.

Here as elsewhere the colonial vestry concerned itself with matters material as well
as those spiritual—one reason for the unpopularity of the Established Church at the
time of the Revolution. But the Reverend Nicholas Moreau, rector from 1696 to 1697,
wrote the Lord Bishop of Lichfield and Coventry: ‘I don’t like this Country at all, my
Lord . . . Your clergy in these parts are of a very ill example . . . I have gotin the
very worst parish of Virginia and most troublesome . . . An eminent Bishop . . .
sent over here . . . will make Hell tremble and settle the Church of England in these
parts forever.’ i

Of the 17 rectors that served the parish from 1680 to 1789, the Reverend Mr.Mos-
som is the most noted—for longevity of service and irascibility of temper. He came to

N
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river. Daniel Colley built the two-story brick house j i
cex%gryd!;md na.gxed it for his home in Eryngla.nd. use Io the frst half of the eighteenth
e dirt road continues to BEEcawoob (L), 0.9 m., almost d i i

War between the States and subsequently restored. Situated on ::ln e.omh%u}::gcgu{tu;sgs?:
rounded by a sweeping lawn. This plantation was the home of Edmund Ruffin whose
writings on agriculture and experiments in scientific farming were the means of re-
claiming 1mgovenshed lands_» in Virginia and who fired the first gun at Fort Sumter.
Federal gunboats, cannonading a.long the river, took pot shots at the home of the man
who was connected with the beginning of hostilities. On the hillsides are remnants of
the marl beds that played a major role in Edmund Ruffin’s efforts to redeem the Tide-
water soil. Here Ruffin wrote many of the articles that might have revolutionized
fan;nng throughout the South. His later years were speat at Marlbourne (see Tour

208).
On County 641, at 1.5 ., is the junction with another dirt road;
Cocem’s PonT, where piles of bricks, a burying ground, and ﬂoweéﬁhgﬁrﬁg”buy. o
mark the site of a house in which lived George Ruffin, the father of Edmund Ruffin,
The Ruffin estate once covered more than 1,300 acres. From this point on January 1o,
1781, Baron von Steuben observed Benedict Amold retreating down the James after
raid on Richmond. On July 31, 1862, from the same place, General D.H.Hill hom-
barded the camp of General McClellan on the north bank of the river.

At GARYSVILLE (25 pop.), 34.5 m., the RuINs oF GArY’s ML
two gld,housgs beyond the creek constitute the only evidence of the cgﬁg
munity’s aanu,lty. The mill was built in the middle of the seventeenth
century. Powell’s Creek, at the edge of the scattered settlement, gives
nominal honor to Nathaniel Powell, acting governor of the colony in 1619

At 34.9 . is a junction with County 639. |

, Left here to County 640, 2.1 m. and L. 1.3 m. to Maycock Pran
river are breastworks thrown up during the War between the S:at:.n Sﬁlﬁﬁ\rfgf
lc:nc{d\ {or Maycox), one of the settlers slain in the Indian uprising of 1622, patented the
in 16‘18. It was bought in 1774 bi' David Meade, of whose garden a commentator
reported, ‘Forest and fruit trees are here arranged as if nature and art had conspired
tcofr;t‘l:ﬁhg: stnkedthtﬁ eye most agreeably.’ From the jutting point of the plantation
LaoFayette.msse e James, on May 24, 1781, advancing northward in pursuit of
n County 639 is FLowER DE HuNDRED, 4.1 m., on an elevati j
]terraced lawns and gardens, This frame plantation,house, d;v:it: ggggrvee::g ? of
ﬂe:;ilengsbr;ygo? }:ts quiet chz;i[rm. 6A 8t\}gt)-stGoried central section with em{ e‘eiys is
sed atching wings. In 1618 Si
plaIx;tata:(gn and on it?n &6212 built the m‘iﬁfg ‘o?i;d]ey atented and named the
1302 to prevent the landing of Northern tr th i
the Confederate Government ordered the burni%ogpf)fo 211& enzguvt&:gehﬁet.h ;ﬁ'[axxgos,
when General Grant crossed the river here, soldiers trampled standing corn tzmpﬁé
in fields and on the Jawns, and destr:g'ed woodwork and old furniture in the h;mse; one

gg ;Is]:.m gaily marched off wearing the bridal veil of a newly married daughter of the

..

BURROWSVILLE, 40 m., has allowed filling stations and general

stores to obscure its few old homes,

Left from Burrowsville on County 616 WHA'
3 y 616 to the Srtr or Fort P N X
FORT, 4.9 7., on a high bluff above the James. Still 2 Targ the ;?Izsagfd agqtgr)ls
wharf and earthworks of the fortifications. This place 21 = f

g ¢ r 1t ~iick tobacco was received
gspecgled}argd shipped began its military career o September 13, 1776, when the
( ourl)]cx of Virginia ordered the ‘whole amount of carzoes of salt, medicines, clothing
or the Army . . . also go hogshead of tobzcco ang ¢z warrels of Sour to be’stored at

Hood’s! and had fortifications thrown up for their protection. With the outbreak of
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the War of 1812 the fortifications were strengthened. Toward the end of the War be-
tween the States the point was occupied by a regiment of Negro troops under com-
mand of General E.A.Wilde.

At 40.6 m. on State 10 s a junction with County 611.

Left here to BRaNpoN CHURCH (L), 0.2 7.; a nineteenth-century successor to the
church in the part of Weyanoke Parish that in 1720 was added to Martin’s Brandon
Parist

On County 611 is a junction with County 600, 1.2 m.: L. here 5.6 m. to Ueper
BranpoX (L), on a slope above the James River. Boxwood in untutored growth sur-
rounds the house, and the lawn is shaded by enormous willow oaks, ashes, and magno-
lias. Like its older neighbor, Brandon (sec delow), the red brick house differs in design
from other plantation homes in Virginia, and resembles those of early Maryland. A
two-story central unit, with one-story wings and square portico, is linked with sepa-
rate two-story buildings on high basements. :

Here are portraits of Maria Byrd by Charles Bridges, and of Martha Blount, reput-
edly the sweetheart of the misogynistic Alexander Pope.

The estate is part of the original Brandon grant. William Byrd Harrison, the son of
Benjamin Harrison of Brandon and Evelyn Taylor Byrd—niece of the beautiful Eve-
lyn whose ghost still lingers at Westover (see Tour 24)—built the house early in the
nineteenth century. Along with Ruffin, Harrison was a pioneer in the use of lime to
counteract the acidity of impoverished Jands.

On County 611 is BRANDON, 5.7 ., among old trees, high above a broad expanse of
the river. The house looks toward the river through a vista bordered by a formal gar-
den, outlined by dwarf boxwood that has grown to gigantic proportions. In one tﬁ‘;
den, faithfully preserved, are ancient cucumber trees, yews, and a pecan more
300 years old and 3o feet in girth.

‘The house, measuring 210 feet from end to end, consists of a central unit two stories
high and flanked by one story wings, connected with separate two-story rectangular
buildings by hyphens. On the one-story porch are four fluted Corinthian columns. A
large pineapple, symbolizing hospitality, caps the peak of the hip roof. A hall, from
which rises a graceful stairway, separates the living room and the dining room. The
mahogany balustrade is decorated with shell carvings, and the rooms of this unit are
trimmed with carved paneling. Exquisite simplicity is the dominant characteristic of
Brandon.

This land was paternited in 1616 by John Martin and subsequently, with Merchant’s
Hope, came under the.joint ownership of Quiney and Sadler, brothers-in-law. Qui-
ney’s moiety passed to his son Thomas, and then to Thomas’s great-nephew, Robert
Richardson. By 1720 the property was in the hands of Nathaniel Harrison. The oldest
part of the house, the east wing, was built in the first half of the eighteenth century.
The main section shows the influence of Thomas Jefferson. British ships fired on the
house in 1776, and Federal forces in the 1860's burned outbuildings and tore away
wainscoting.

CABIN POINT, 44 m., a cluster of houses and filling stations, is the
‘Cabin Poynt’ of commercial importance as early as 1639. In 1753 a town
called Guilford was laid out here by John Cocke. In time it became a cross-

roads stage stop.
SPRING GROVE at 47.9 m. is a few stores and scattered houses.

Left here on State 40 to County 610, 0.3 7., and R. 4 m. to FLoop House (L), a
tiny frame structure in poor condition, on land that John Flood patented before 1639.
In October 1646 it was enacted * that Captain John flloud be interpreter for the collony
and that for his service therein and transporting such Indians as shall be employed
from tyme to tyme to the Gov’r in message or otherwise, he be allowed from the pub-
lique the salary of four thousand pounds of tobacco yearly.’

On County 610, at 4.6 m., is the entrance to EasTovER (L), a weatherboarded
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The swamp has inspired many legends. Thomas Moore, the Irish isi i
1803 and wrote The Lake of the Dismal Swamp, based on the lonc:! lggg’d\:?l ;e;loi:nm
man who became mentally deranged when his sweetheart died, and who imagined sh%

;:f 12;; g:?ld but in the swamp. The poem describes his wanderings in search of the

. . . gone to the Lake of the Dismal Swam
Where all night long, by firefly lamp, P
She paddles her white canoe.

Fresh-water fish in fair quantities are in the lake and oth .15 of
(Hunting and fishing subject to regulati otuer waters of the swamp.
swamp, of State in othcrs.)'l gulations of Federal Government in some baris of the

At 63.2 m. US 17 crosses the North Carolina Lj .
Elizabeth City,N.C. (see North Carolina Guide). ine, 22 miles north of

LTI CTR T 2T
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Glenns—West Point—New Kent—Bottom’s Bridge; 37.6 m. State 33.

Asphalt-surfaced roadbed throughout.
Accommodations at a few tourists camps and in West Point.

This highway crosses the Mattaponi and the Pamunkey and
tra
wooded lowlands and elevations. The countryside has aych:rm dzm
from old homesteads, old churches, and neat farmhouses.
(S:%i‘.\? ’IQ% lgl\-?lrillc:%,es from US 17 (see Tour 6a) at GLENNS, 0 m.
Tour g, E, 8 m. (50 pop.), is at a junction with State 14 (see
State 33 spans the Mattaponi River, 11.8 m cleared and im
. - - ! R 3 r
after 178’8 by order of the Virginia Assembly as far as the ‘Ma.tpta.‘;)‘gﬂ
:‘:::;e:s believed Eecessall;y to give it ‘a sufficient depth and width of
v 0 navigate boats, batt i
ho%sllaieads 2 tgba.cco.’ X €aus, or canoes, capable of carrying four
VEST POINT, 12.7 m. (1,800 pop.), on the peni
; R , 2, peninsula made where the
I\.Iattapom and the Pamunkey unite to form the York, has deveﬁgped
since the completion of the railroad between West Point and Richmond
in 1861. The town, whlc_:h has a few industrial plants, is characterized by
gg:i,s sl}at(i!]ed é}tlreets, bright residences, and steepled churches. Baltimore )
poats ?v o r?. esapeake Steamship Company stop regularly at the West
West Point was named for the West brothers Thomas, Franci
¢ . , Francis, Na-
thaniel, and John—three of them governors of Virginia—but especially for
John, who patented the land embracing the town’s site. In 1607 West

Ry
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Point was called Pamunkee or Pamunkey and was the chief village of the
Pamunkey of the Powhatan Confederacy. From Pamunkey, Powhatan’s
brother and successor, Opechancanough carried out the massacres of 1622
and 1644. In 1646 Governor Berkeley led a company of soldiers against
the chief, captured him, and bore him wounded on a stretcher to James-
town, where he was shot by a sentry appointed to guard him. Opechan-
canough was succeeded by Necotowance, son of Powhatan’s eldest sister,
then by the Queen of Pamunkey, who was reigning in 1676. In that year,
when trouble with northern Indians was threatening, she was invited to
Jamestown to confer with the governor and council. The chairman asked
her how many men she could furnish the colony in the war that seemed
impending. At first she declined to speak, but finally uttered vehement re-
proaches against the English for their injustice and ingratitude. Her hus-
band, Totopotomoi, had been slain with many of his men while assisting
the settlers against the Ricahecreans, and she had never had ‘any com-
pensation for her loss.” After further parley, she ‘abruptly quitted the
room.’

In 1691 the general assembly directed that West Point be created a port
of entry and in 1705 the burgesses authorized the town to qualify as a
‘free borough’ and named it Delaware, for Governor Thomas West, third
Lord Delaware, The old name was resumed when the railroad was con-
structed.

The pulp and paper plant, western edge of town, odoriferously changes
native pine wood into sulphate pulp and paper board. The olfactory
nerves of Jocal residents seem immune to the odor that other York River
people, who have suffered because polluted water has brought about de-
cline of the once profitable oyster business, find objectionable.

West Point is at a junction with State 30 (see Tour 204).

State 33 crosses the PAMUNKEY RIVER, 13.1 7., which was also an
early transportation route. The traffic on the river was disturbed in June
1862, when boats conveying McClellan’s supplies hurried upstream in the
drive on Richmond, and later hurried down. A correspondent of the New
York Times wrote: ‘ The river was crowded with descending crafts of all
sizes and shapes laden with provisions and stores, barges lashed together
and crowded, jibbering contrabands [Negroes] looking like flies upon a
pancake . . .’

At 14.7 . is a junction with a dirt road.

Right here 1.0 m. to the SITE o ELTHAX, on the bank of the Pamunkey. The house,
destroyed by fire in 1876, was built about 1730 by Colonel William Bassett, who mar:
ried Martha Washington’s sister, Anna Maria. :

Washington often stopped here on his journeys between Mount Vernon and Wil-
liamsburg. In the spring of 1771 he was escorting his wife and her daughter, Martha
Custis, whom he called ‘Patcy,’ to Williamsburg to obtain medical treatment for
Patsy. On the journey Washington paid ‘for 4 bottles of Fit Drops’ for the invalid,
who died two yezrs later at the age of 16. :

To Eltham General Washington galloped from Yorktown on November 5, 1781, to
the bedside of his stepson, John Parke Custis, who had contracted camp fever during
the Yorktown Campaign and lay here dying.

John Smitl’s map indicates that Matchot, an Indian village and scene of peace ne-
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in 1705 under Henry Cary. The bulk of the work was accomplished under
the direction of Governor Spotswood, and the building was completed by
1720. The palace was the hub of Virginia social life—convivial symbol of
royal prestige and fount of royal authority until 1775. Governor F: auquier
held intellectual bachelor dinners with Dr.William Small, George Wythe,
and Thomas Jefferson. Here Sy Gilliat, slave violinist to Governor Bote-
tourt, played for entertainments. Possessed of so suits, Gilliat usually
wore a ‘powdered brown wig, with side curls and a long cue,’ and ‘His
manners were as courtly as his dress.” The building burned in 1781, while
in use as a hospital for American soldiers wounded at Yorktown. Two
smaller structures facing the forecourt were torn down in 1863.

The entire establishment and extensive gardens have been reconstructed
since 1930 upon their excavated foundations according to a plan drawn by
Jefferson; an illustration of the buildings as they appeared between 1732
and 1747, which was found on a copperplate in the Bodleian Library at
Oxford; and almost 300 pages of source material. Minute inventories taken
by three governors and many contemporary descriptions have made pos-
sible accurate restoration and refurnishing.

51. The ST.GEORGE TUCKER HOUSE (private), though large and
built in the Early Republican period, has the simplicity of an earlier day.
From the central portion the white clapboard structure rambles pleas-
antly beneath dormered gable roofs at descending levels. The restored
kitchen, with its massive chimney at the western end, is again in use.
St.George Tucker, a native of Bermuda, bought the property from Ed-
mund Randolph in 1788 and enlarged the house to its present size. Tucker,
successor to George Wythe as professor of law at the College of William
and Mary, wrote the Annotated Edition of Blackstone’s Commentaries
(1804), first American text on law.

53. SIR JOHN AND PEYTON RANDOLPH HOUSE (adm. by ar-
rangement) is a long rectangular frame dwelling erected about 1715, Built
as two dwellings, the house was bought in 1724 by Sir John Randolph,
whose ‘person,” according to The Virginia Gazette, was ‘of the finest turn
imaginable.’ Sir John was an enlightened economist whose services as Vir-
ginia’s representative in London ushered in the colony's greatest period of
prosperity. His mission in 1729 resulted in a loosening of restrictions on
colonial trade, and led, through passage of Virginia’s tobacco inspection
law in 1730, to the vast expansion of tobacco trade during the next half
century. On his trip in 1732 to present ‘The Case of the Planters of To-
bacco in Virginia’ he played an important part in the controversy over
Sir Robert Walpole’s tobacco excise bill. His grasp of the theory and ad-
vantages of excise taxation so impressed Walpole that he was knighted—
the only native Virginian ever so honored—by George II, then under Wal-
pole’s thumb. He was the first to report legal cases in Virginia and col-
lected pupers used later by William Stith, his nephew, as sources for the
first comprehensive Virginia history.

Sir John's son, Peyton Randolph, who inherited the home, was chair-
man of the first three Virginia conventions and first president of the First
Centinental Congress. His service in the cause of revolution ended by his
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th in 1775. Rochambeau, La Fayette, and Washington had head-
giirters heZ'Zzsbefore the Siege of Yorktown. Mrs.Mary Monroe Peachy,
owner of the house in 1824, entertained La Fayette. ‘When he left the ta\’r-
ern nearly all the company followed him to his quarters at Mrs.Peachy’s
where a number of ladies assembled to see him.’ )

56. The PUBLIC GAOL (open 10-6 daily summer, 10-5 winler; adm.
506), an irregular red brick building, restored to its appearance in 1773 for
exhibition only, was Virginia’s first ‘penitentiary.’ Its thick walls, partly
original, with small barred windows—unglassed during the eighteenth
century—extend around a narrow exercise yard. The cells, behind stout
nail-studded doors, were formerly crowded with prisoners who suffered
sometimes fatally from winter cold. Early in the eighteenth century ,tl_le
gaol was called a ‘strong, sweet prison for criminals’—far too ‘sweet’ in
1718 for nine of Blackbeard’s pirates, whose term ended on what was
afterwards known as Gallows’ Road. In front of the building stand repro-
ductions of the original pillory and stocks. Built simultaneously with the
capitol and enlarged several times, the public gaol, where important polit-
ical prisoners were held during the Revolution, served the colony as gen-
eral prison until 1779, when it became the city J.all. ) ) .

57. The COKE-GARRETT HOUSE (private) is a rambling white
frame building go feet long in landscaped grounds including a large wheel-
shaped rose garden. The severe porch on the center section is supported by
five square, fluted columns. The oldest part, the west wing, built before
1750, has a fine Chinese Chippendale staircase. John Coke, a goldsmith,
owned the house from about 1750 until his death in 1767, when it was in-
herited by his son Robey. Shortly after the Revolution it passed to the
Garrett family.

61. BASSETT HALL (private), approached by an avenue of fine old
elms, is a white frame building in Georgian Colonial style; its attractive
outbuildings, partly original, stand in an extensive garden. Built before
1753, Bassett Hall was owned until 1800 by Colonel Philip Johnson, a
burgess, who sometimes let it as a tavern. He sold it to Burwell Bassett, a
nephew of Martha Washington. While visiting here in 183‘3, the Irish poet,
Thomas Moore, wrote ‘ To the Firefly,” after seeing lightning bugs for the
first time. Thought until recently to have been owned by President John
Tyler, the house actually belonged to Abel P. Upshur, a member of his
cabinet. Damaged by fire in 1930, the restored hall is now the Williams-
burg home of John D. Rockefeller,Jr. o .

64. The SEMPLE HOUSE (prizate), fully restored, a dignified white
frame building in early Federal style, shows the restraining influence of
the Adam mode. The two-story central portion with an unusually high
ceiling presents its gable to the street and opens on probably the finest
porch in Williamsburg—small, gabled, and supported by two slender
Deric columns. The home of two judges of the general court—James Sem-

- Pl professor of law at the College of William and Mary, and John B.

Christian—and perhaps of a third, Hugh Nelson, it was long identified as
tr¢ home of Peyton Randolph until his will was discovered in 1929, locat-
inig hiz house on Nicholson Street.
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Among the graves in the churchyard are those of William Paul and of
4 John Dandridge, Washington's father-in-law. Colonel Fielding Lewis and
two of his children are buried beneath the steps of the church.

3- The PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH (opcn dailv), SW. corner Princess
Anne and George Sts., builtin 1833, isa red brick building with a recessed
portico having two Tusean columns between anta walls, a plain pediment,
and a gguare white cupola. Clara Barton, founder of the American Red
Crozs, attended the wounded here when the church was used as a Federal
hospital. Two cannon balls have been built into the left column of the por-
tico, where balls struck during the bombardment of Fredericksburg.

Presbyterianism was established in Fredericksburg in 1806 by Dr.Sam-
uel B, Wilson. Annoyed at the Rising Sun Tavern by men ‘dﬁni’lng,.cump
ing, and gambling,’ he believed the town neeced regeneration and started
his church,

4. The WALLACE LIBRARY (spen 3-6 urekdays), SE, corner Princess
Anne and George Sts., a small tan bﬂi building containing more than
6,000 volumes, was opened in 1911,

5. The COURTHOUSE (open g-5 Mon.~Fri., g—1 Sal.), Princess Anne
St. hetween George and Hanover Sts., built in 1353, is a two-story but-
tressed gray stucco structure in Victorian Gothic style. The bell, in a cen-
tral domed tower, was made in the Paul Revere Foundry at Boston.

This site has been the court green since 1732, when Fredericksburg be-
came the seat of Spotsylvania County. Before and during the Revolution
it was the rendexvous of patriots and soldiers. Among the debtors confined
to the green on their honor was ‘ Light Horse Harry” Lee. During the bat-
tle of Fredericksburg in 1862, Federal General D.N.Couch had headquar-
ters in the courthouse, and the tower was his signal station. Records in the
vault include the will of Mary Washington, Avgustine Washington's com-
mission (1742) as a trustee of Fredericksburg, and the official bill of ex-
penscs for the entertainment of La Favette in 1825,

6. The MASONIC LODGE (spen 8:30-5 weehdays, 1i30-5 Sun.; adm.
256, lorge proueps 15¢), NE. corner Princess Anne and Hanover Sts., isaplain
two-story building of brick painted gray, with twin end chimneys, erected
in 1815. Having functjoned under o dispensation after 1752, when George
Washingtan ‘entered apprentice,” Lodge No.s was chartered-in 1758 by the
Provincial Grand Lodge of Massachusettz unider the Grand Lodge of Scot-
land and accepted a charter from the newly organized Grand Lodge of Vir-
ginia in 1778. The Scottish charter is still displayed. An interior doorway
and two canopies from the old building on Caroline Street are preserved
here, o= well as the Bible on which Washington vas swom, the minute book
with & record of three degrees conferred on Washington, and a Gilbert
Stunrt porerait of Washington.

7. MASONIC CEMETERY, NXW. corner Charles and George Sts., 2
half nere of turd dotted with mossy Lombstonss and enclosed by a stone
wall, Is one of the oldest Masonic burinl prozads in America The lend was
bought in 1754 by Frederickshurg Lodge No.s. Here is an impressive array

af chizeled names, virtue-claiming epitaphs, 2nd coats of arms. Basil Gor-
don (176%-1817), one of the first millionaires in North America, Robert
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5. private secretary to his uncle, George Washington, and twice mayor
ﬁmﬁcksburg, and officers of three wars are buried here.

Covered with wild vines in a far corner is the grave of Lewis Littlepage,
born in Hanover County in 1762 but a resident of Fredericksburg fiurmg
his early vears. Asa boy of 18, after writing poetry at the College of William
and Mary, he went to Madrid as protégé of John Jay, American minister
to Spain, with whom he later quarreled. He joined the Duc de Crillon, dis-
tinguished himself in the storming of Gibraltar, and met La Fayette, He
visited Poland, was knighted by King Stanislaus, made ministerin the Pol-
izh cabinet, and sent to conclude a uga.t}-bmrh Catherine of Russia. The
Empress 'borrowed ' him and sent him against the Turks in the Black Sea,
where his fellow townsman, John Paul Jones, was an admiral in the Rus-
einn fleet. He served against Russia during the Palish revolution of 1701
and joined Kosciusko in storming Prague in 1704. After an unfortunate
Jove affair with a princess of North Poland and the capture of King Smt}m&
Jaus by the Russians, Littlepage retired to Fredericksburg, where he die
in 1802, .

" 8. The JAMES MONROE LAW OFFICE (open o—6 daily; adm. 25¢,
large groups 15¢), Charles St. between George and William Sts,, is a long,
story-and-a-half red brick building with small, green-shuttered windows,
twn'simplc doorways, three chimneys, and ﬂzrcei dormers alﬂgg the low
gabled roof. The whitewashed rear wall faces a little old-fachioned gar-
den. Built in 1738, the building is little altered since the days of Mon-
roe, who practiced law here from 1786 to 1790. The house contains original
Monroe furniture of the Louis XV1 period, purchased when he was min-
ister to France in 1704, and later used in 'L'I':e White House when Monroe
entered it as President in 1817, following its burning by the Britishin 1814,
The Monroe Room in the White House is furnished with rerprnducugnsﬂ
these original Manroe pieces, copied by craftsmen under *1 « difection
Mre Herbert Hoover. ) ; B
In the building are the desk on which Monroe wrote his message to Con-
gress in 1823 enunciating the principles of American foreign Ymhcy Lm:rdn
as the Monroe Doctrine: his Revolutionary gun, dueling pisto s, and sword;
aportrait of him by Rembrandt Peale, a portrait by John Trumbull (painted
on & wooden panel), a miniature by Semé, a bronze bust of La Fayette pre-
sented by him to Monroe; letters from La Fayette, Adams, Madison, Jefter-
eon, and others; the dispatch box Monroe carried while negotiating the
Louisiana Purchase; the court dress he wore at the court of hapule?n: and
many other belongings. The collection also includes Mrs,Mumo_c s court
dresces, jewelry, wedding slippers, dressing table, and other possessions,
o. The SLAVE BLOCK, NW. corner Charles and Willinm Sts., is 2 ar-
cular Block of sandstone three feet high, but taller before the street level
wae raised, One side is hewn to form a step to the top, from which, in ante-
bellunt dave when the Planters Hotel stood behind it, Jadies mounted their
horses and slaves were auctioned. )
1o. HUGH MERCER'S APOTHECARY SHOP {oper 96 weekdays:
adm. zsc), SW, cortier Amelia and Caroline Sts., is assumed to have been
in this zmall story-und-a-half clapboarded structure. The sguthern portion
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April Gorden Week), once home of the Byrd family and one of the earliest houses built
on the grand scale in Virginia, stands at the end of 2 road that winds between woods
and fields. Gates of wrought-iron, made in England long ago, swing between simple
posts on which are perched two leaden eagles with half-spread wings. The over-throw
is probably the finest piece of old Englich ironwork in America. The dark red brick
mansion looks upon the James across a semi-elliptical lawn framed by great tulip pop-
lar trees. Flanked by a pair of story-and-a-balf wings connected by passages, the cen-
tral rectangular mass rises two stories to 2 steep hipped roof, with dormers. Windows
with shutters and low-arched headings of brick are evenly spaced in two tiers, sepa-
rated by a string course of brick painted white. The extremely tall chimneys, in pairsat
both ends, are important features of the comnposition. But the exterior chiefly depends
for accent on the centered entrances, which are framed by pilasters that support a
frieze, cornice, and elaborate pediment. The pediment over the north portal is segmen-
tal, while the cornice of the pediment over the garden door is of the broken scroll type
with the scrolls framing a pineapple. Within, four large rooms are divided by a trans-
verse hall. The walls are paneled between high dadoes and deep cornices. At the back
of the wide hall, an open-string stairway with scroll step-ends ascends behind delicate
spiral balustersin sets of three. On the east side, next to the library, where once reposed
Colonel Byrd’s outstanding collection of almost 4,000 volumes, is the drawing room.
Tall pilasters frame the doors and the mantel, which is faced with black marble having
a white marble trim—imported from Italy.

Westover Plantation was selected by Captain Francis West in 1619 for his nephew
Henry, son and heir of Thomas, third Lord Delaware. At the time of the massacre of
1622 Francis, John, and Nathaniel West had separate plantations here; the Indians
killed two men at each. In 1633 Thomas Pawlett represented the plantations in the
house of burgesses and in 1637 purchased the Westover tract. The Bland family in
1688 conveyed 1,200 of these acres to ‘ Will Bird’ for £300 and 10,000 pounds of to-
bacco. This first William Byrd, son of a London goldsmith, had settled at * The Falls,’
where he founded a business fortune. His son, William Byrd IT (1674~1744), built the
present mansion and a tradition of abundant living. Construction, be&m about 1730,
was completed before 1735. Westover suffered early from two fires, the last in 1749.
Most of the fine interior trim was probably installed during the second renovation.
The ‘Black Swan,’ as Colonel William Byrd IT was called, wrote amusing records of
his travels about Virginia and spent a good deal of his life in London, where, as a
grandee from the ‘new wilderness,” he astonished socieg with his elegance. He
thwarted the romance of his eldest daughter with the Catholic son of the dissolute
Earl of Peterborough and the beautiful Evelyn Byrd returned to Westover, where she
died at the age of 28, a disconsolate spinster. The other five cygnets, four daughters
and a son, offspring of two marriages, married well into the ‘closed corporation’ of
Tidewater society. Byrd’s tomb in the en bears his long, self-composed epitaph,
which leaves a reader equally impressed by the record of his remarkable accomplish-
ments and his serene egotism in thus advertising them. The son, William Byrd III,
was a prodigious gambler and dissipated the family fortune.

During the Revolution Benedict Amold landed here more than once and corre-
sponded regularly with the Byrd family, whose Tory sympathies are clearly shown in
letters written later by Cornwallis. He said in part to the Lords of the Treasury in
1780, ‘ She [Mrs.Byrd] bad, to my knowledge, reason to expect that she should receive
reimbursement at New Vork for the supplies which were furnished from her planta-
tion to the various corps of British troops which passed by Westover, but she was ut-
terly disappointed [in her claim for £6,60¢!." Cornwallis refers also to the Byrds as
‘sufferers of a certain description.” But Arttur Lee guessed correctly when he wrote
to Colonel Bland in 1781: ‘1 have reason to think she {Mrs.Byrd] will not be tried at
all, because care having been taken to Leep the witnesses out of the way.” Sales and
good marrizage alliances dispersed a large collection of Portraits belonging to a family
{."t;at has been an outstanding contributor to Virginia’s tradition of expansive social
ife.

During the War between the States, the fields and lawns were frequented by Fed-
eral troops, who destroyed the east wing and damaged the main building. The house
has, however, been restored, fairly well, on the whole, though the symmetry of one
dependency has been altered.
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At the site of the church are horizontal slabs—one of them covering the dust of the
first Benjamin Harrison of Berkeley—and Evelyn’s elaborate tomb. Here also is the
i%ga;:gtone of Captain William Perry, who died the ‘6th day of August Anno Domini

~

At 24.4m. on State 5 is a junction with County 60g. -

Left on this road, which at 3.3 m, becomes County 607 and leads to SarEM
Crurca (L), 3.8 m., a small frame building in a woods. Sheridan, returning from Tre-
vilian Station (see Tour g), picked up a supply train of 8oo wagons at White House
Landing (sec Tour 64), and set out for the James. At Nance’s Shop, north of this
church, Hampton attacked the train but was held at bay by General D.McM.Gregg’s
division of the Federal cavalary while the wagons escaped to theriver. Hampton pur-
sued them. The wounded soldiers were brought to this church for care and some of the
dead were buried in the churchyard.

At 24.8 m. on State 5 is a junction with a narrow flower-and-shrub-
bordered lane.

Right here 0.2 m, to WESTOVER CHURCH (0pen g Lo 6), on the bank of Herring Creek
in a wide yard dotted with tombstones and shaded by old trees. Built in 1737, the
church was before restorations a notable example of Georgian Colonial design—low-
pitched, with gabled roof, wide overhanging eaves, arched windows at the sides, a
main door in the west end, and a door in the south wall. The walls, laid in Flemish
bond, are specked with glazed headers to display the quincunx patterns. Modern inte-
rior arrangements have caused the south deor to be replaced by another arched win-
dow, and one of the narrow windows in the east end has been made a door. The mod-
ern-oval-topped window in the front gable lights the gallery. Modern furniture has re-
placed the high-backed pews, but in the gallery old ‘stalls’ remain. After the Revolu-
tion, Westover Church was used as a barn and during the War of the 1860’s it was
used by Federals as a stable.

The first Westover Church was at Westover. The Byrd family gave this site that
the congregation might be remote from the house, because—tradition says—all would
temain after services for dinner. e T
GrEENwAY (L), 29.8 ., on a wide lawn among old trees and old out-
buildings, was built before 1790. The story-and-a-half frame structure on
a brick basement, has dormers and outside chimneys. John Tyler (1747~
1813), governor of Virginia from 1808 to 1811, described it as ‘a genteel
well-furnished dwelling-house, containing six rooms all wainscoted chair-
board high.’ His son John, who became President of the United States,
was born here March 29, 17g0.

CHARLES CITY, 30.3 m. (25 pop.), a hamlet with a few houses and
stores clustered about the grassy court square, is the seat of Charles City
County. Named for a proposed city (see Tour 19), the county is part of one
of the oldest political units in America—~the four ‘incorporations’ into
which settlements in Virginia were divided in 1619. This ‘ Incorporation’
in 1634 made it one of the eight original counties.

The CourTHOUSE, facing the Confederate Monument and away from
the highway, was built in 1730. It is a T-shaped brick building with a
gabled roof, low-pitched, and with the bar forming the fagade.

The CreErk’s OFFICE, erected in 1902, contains—except for some vol-
umes taken away by Federal soldiers in the 1860’s—early records of the
county as well as subsequent documents,
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