sanerteniy —— (7) Fathers Legacy

By Mailene Sabbio

Editor’s Note: The second winmner of the “Beyond Genealogy Contest” was Marlene Fabbro. By using
county histories, assessment rolls, Michigan State Agricultural census vecords, probate records, news-
paper excerpls and city divectories, Marlene was able to determine Adam Weidenfeller's success as a

farmer in Allegan County. She began with the questions, “What can be learned from the land transaec-
tions in Allegan County, Michigan involving Adam Weidenfeller. What type of farming did Adam do?

Wias he successful?”

Adam (42) and Anna (32) Weidenfeller with Johann (11),
Joseph (), Anna (7), Adam (3) and Catherina (1), arrived in
Mew York June 15, 1878 from Germany. They traveled soon
after to Allegan County, Michigan where Anna's brother had
settled in 18677, 1t is apparent that the Weidenfellers did not
arrive penniless in America, Within two months (August 23,
1878), Adam purchased 40 acres in Dorr Township,® Allegan

Adam Weidenfeller, photo in possessiofl of Mdrle¢nie Fabbib!
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County. Over the next thirty-one years,
Adam farmed the land, and he and Anna
raised a family of ten children. From a study
of the land transactions and the Allegan
County living conditions of 1878-1904, | have
concluded that owning land and farming
were very important to Adam, but that he
was not a successful farmier, due in part to
the type of land he purchased and in part to
the times in which he lived. | base my con-
clusions on the following:

The nature of the farming Adam
Weidenfeller did in Allegan County can be
determined in several ways. Driving around
the area today one can see felds of corn, but
in general this does not appear ti be the lush
open farming area thal is seen a little farther
north in the Byron Center area. The section in
which Adam farmed is wooded and hilly,
The tax records of 1879 give a value of $150
to the original 40 acres for which Adam paid
53507 The 1894 Agricultural Census of
Michigan lists Adam as owning 120 acres of
land. However, only 38 acres are Hlled;
another 12 acres are in weodland, and the
remaining 70} acres are unimproved.!

Il appears that wheat and rye wene the
principal crops Adam would have raised. In
a deed to land purchased by Joseph
Weidenfeller, Adam’s son, in 1899 in the same
aoction 29 as his father's; there is a reserva-
tion of the "two-thirds interest in standing
wheat and rye now growing in the ground”s.
A discussion with the current resident of the
farm on which Adam first raised crops
reveals that wheat is the principal crop
there.® The probate record for Adam includes
among his assets 37 bushels of rve and four
bushels of wheat.”
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The page illustrated on the left, is a copy of Edma’s record from the Veteran’s Home in
Grand Rapids, Michigan. It provides enlistment and military discharge dates, the name of
his company and regiment, a physical description, the names of his nearest relatives, his
record of admittance and discharge to the Soldier’s Home and his death date. Record num-
ber 3173.

End Notes

Cheboygan County Index book of Births, Cheboygan County Michigan - 1890 through 1894.

Cheboygan County Index book of Births, Cheboygan County Michigan - 1885 through 1889

Cheboygan County Death Index, Cheboygan County Michigan - page 24, no. 46, 3/18/1882

Land patent Certificate No. 3421 recorded in the General Land Office in Marquette, Michigan, 6/25/1891

Mackinaw Witness, 2/12/1892,

Mackinaw Witness, 2/12/1892,

Board of health Meeting Notes, Village/ of Mackinaw City, 5/31/1894 currently found in the Mackinaw

City Library private files.

8 Personal notebook of Edma Henry Blackmer, currently in the possession of Karen Blumenshine

9 Personal notebook of Edma Henry Blackmer, currently in the possession of Karen Blumenshine.

10 QOral history given to Karen Blurnenshine by Dr. Grebe, son of the man who bought the original Blackmer

farm, and current owner. Mackinaw City, 2001

11 Chattel Mortgage on 10 acres of potatoes from Edma Blackmer, I1/1/1 885, original document currently
in the personal collection of Karen Blurnenshine

12 Mackinaw Township Meeting Notes, 6/1892, currently found in the Mackinaw City library private files.

13 Qral history given to Karen Blurnenshine by Doris Blackmer, 2001.

14 Mackinaw Township Meeting Notes, 12/1892, currently found in the Mackinaw City library private files.

15 Deed from Edma and Rosa Blackmer to Charles Stimpson, recorded 10/19/1909 Liber 45, page 97,
Cheboygan County Records.

16 Cheboygan County Index of Births vol. 2, page 260, Cheboygan Michigan.

17 Cheboygan County Index of Births vol. 2 page 223, Cheboygan Michigan

18 Mackinaw Township Meeting Minutes, 1/21/1896, currently in the private collection of the Mackinaw
City Public Library.

19 Michigan Soldiers Home Hospital Patient History, page 3173.

N U e W N -

NOTE: all weather references are from Mackinaw City Settlers and the Savage Straits, Edna M. Coffinan,
1976, Voyager Press, Grand Marais, Michigan., reprints and excerpts from The Mackinaw Witness.
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The document shown on these two pages lists the mortgage of $150 of potatoes for Edma’s
land.
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Section map showing Blackmer Farm dated 1915, from the Mackinaw County Plat Book.
Ema’s farm is the black square near the center of the map on the edge of Lake Huron.
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Copy of the original Land Patent given to Edma Blackmer for his property in Macinaw County.
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Left: Pages from the personal Notebook of Edma
Henry Blackmer, currently in the possession of
Karen Blumenshine. Comments include his
notes on building roads.

Edma Henry Blackmer,
Photograph form the collection of
Karen Blumenshine

Rosa and the house in the "City",
from the personal collection of

Karen Blumenshine
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Epilogue

Edmn and Rosa lived on the farm with their children until 1909.1% Rosa had two more children, a daughter,
named Lulu Grace, born 12/9/18%6 ' and a son named George, born 1/3/1594 /7 The family lived through a
Diphtheria Epidemic, while Edma was still Highway Supervisor. 1 He resigned that position in 1907. Edma
entered the Soldiers hospital in Grand Rapids for the first time on September 30, 1899, still fighting the demons
of the war and was re-adniitted numerous Hmes until he died there on July 13, 1919." He was 52 vears old. Rosa

lived in Mackinaw City with her daughter Cynthia until her death in 1955, She was 92

Editor's Note: This article is one of the fwo winners of Michigana's “Beyond Genealogy” contest. It is an example of com-
bining social history resonrces and primary and secondary research to creale @ new way lo see how our ancestors lived.
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May 30, 1592

Diphtieria broke out al the Rawden House but all have been - cured and the guests are veturning, D worny abont the chil-
dren. Edma is still doing more drinking tha 1 like lim foo, bul he says it blocks out things he does not want to remember.

June 4, 1892

D, Rayeraft was called to Canada last week. His brother's wife suddenly died. He had to wail for the steamer, City of
Alpena, to arrive. Mrs, Fox delivered her baby while lte was gone. | was up all night to be totth her. She had a beautiful
bty bow, born just after miduight; 19

The childrest and 1 are toking the train to Petoskey spon fo see my sisher.

July 1, 1892

Went to Petoskey last Wednesday, and all along the way saw the effects of the dry weather we Tave been having. Mayry is
doing wocll, her husband Joseph, along with thetr ko danghters, are farming 40 acres fust outside of Petoskey. She and 1 had
i nice talk, 1 wiss her very much, Mama too,

The train travels over fifty miles wn howe i some places. The trip is quite fast and the cars were croeded soith passengers
gotng north, The Stimpson House dintng hall is filfed voery diny.

August b, 1892

The neur lighthonuse @s almaost dane, 1 ook the clildven dewon to the lake yesterday and watched as the workers fstled
about. Mrs. Schullz died early Monday morming, and her children were attacked by diphtheria. Dr. Rayburn was called in
Fime and he Hrinks the will recover,

October 29, 1892

The lighthouse began operations last Tuesday night. Edma, the children and Dwent down to the lake to watch.
An Indian came by today selling fish. 1 bougltt enouglt for dinner and fo put up for later.
I do wish | could stay in the city. We aill be moving ont to the farm soon.

MNovember 3, 1892

We live 3 miles outside of town, bt still we heard the fog whistle on Thursdiy, The gale was the severest in this part of
Hie conntryy for years, It blewe dowon trees and broke in windows all about town, several chimmeys were also leveled. We are
pratected in Hwe woods, {am
¢lad Edma built the house next
lo the Erees.

Deceimber 3, 1892

Edna has beer appointed
Highawony Comnrissioner,™ He
rin a four-horse snawplotw ot
s fior as Boveen s enrly this
ek, Took him ol day. He
cante home codd and Hred, bul
safel thaf the plewe was mneh
worse for wear. The suowe @5
three to four feet deep i the
woods behind e Botse,

The children have been sled-
ding since before
Thanksgiving, but | do ot let
Hient stay out so lomng in tHhe
cold weather. The temperatire
Hris week was 16 degrees below
zero althongh Mrs, Davenport
sys it was 22 degrees below af
their place, Rosa Johnson Blackmer, unknown date, personal collection of Karen

Blumenshine, Cedar Springs, Michigan.
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The title page reads:

History of the Gersan Evangelical Lathéran Toomaniel Parvish U, A, C. {0 Grand Rapids, Michigan
In honor of the parish’s celebration of our 50th Jubilee
on the 27th of May 1906
published by the Jubilee Committee Grand Rapids, Mich,
printed by Martin & Wuerzburg 1906

The book is written in German and is 77 pages in length. A large number of group and individual photographs
are included. If you would like additional information about the church you may visit its website at:

http:/ /www.immanuellutheranchurchgr.org/

Forward

Wie es im Leben jedes einzelnen Menschen gewiffe Ereignisse

gibt, bei welchen er, wenn er ein kind Gottes ist, gern mit dem

alten Propheten Samuel ein “Ebenezer” errichtet, (1 Sam. 7,12)

so ist es auch fiir eine christliche Kirchgemeinde nur recht und billig, daks
sie solche Zeitabschnitte in threm Gemeindeleben nicht unberiicksich=
tigt lasse, sondern mit frohlichem und dankerfiillten Herzen dann

und mann solche Marksteine ausfrichte um sich und ihre Nachkommen
allezeit an die empsangenen Wohlthaten Gottes dnakbar zu erinnern.
Das ist auch der Zweck dieses Biichleins, welches uns die Geschichte unse=
rer Gemeinde und ihrer Schule in kurzen Unmrissen vor Augen fiihrt.
Mige das Lesen dieses Biichleins, liebe Gemeinde, Dir die Erkenntnil?
bringen, dafl der Herr Grofies an Dir gethan hat und Dich bewegen,
Seine Gnade und Treue zu preilien und mit dankbarem Herzen zu
rithmen:

“Bis hierher hat der Herr geholfen!”

Tor be Continued i the May/June Issue
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A Diary (Hls My
o Bt K - -r-A "l

ne \ear m the f?ﬁ*" of Rosa Johnson
Blackmer,
a Michigan Pioneer Wife

By Karen Blumenshine

My great grandfather, Edma, died long before 1 was born, but
his wife Rosa, my great grandmother, died when I was nine. |
loved her and loved talking to her. My greal grandfather's farm

is still undeveloped. The apple trees he planted are still there.

The barbed wire, although now lying on the ground or hang-

ing from rotting fence posts, is still there. The family well,

cobblestones hand sel all the way to the bottom, is still there,

Even the foundation of the farmhouse is still there, now
overgrown with trees and obstructed from view with the
last 100 years growth of trees.

How | wish 1 had known then, how | would feet about
Family History now. No one is left who can answer the questions | have.
Aunt Cynthia had no children. Aunt Gertie had no children. John, my Dad’s father,
is gone, and my father didn't even know that his grandfather had been married three times,
Folks just didn't talk much aboul those things back then,

Everyday | search for answers, every once in a while I find one.
If Rosa had kept a diary, this is how I think it might have read.

Introduction

Edma tnd [ have been married six years. We have @ daughter, Cynthia Ann, born May 24, last year, ! and a son, John
Almon, born April 9.1894.2 We have an adopted daughter, Gertrude, born in 1884, Edma fought in the War of the
Rebellion swhen e was very younyg and las been fighting demons sinee then. He ltas buried one wife? and lost another. He
whas 38 when we married and Lwas 21, Edma lost a son to the searlel fever that also took his first :'11:]'?. Edma is a farner
dnd we have HY acres just outside Mackinmo City, Michigan. 4

I was born in New York, but lived with my mother and father in Charlevoix. 1 moved to Mackinaw when Edma and [
miarried,

January 22, 1892

Most days I work all day cleaning and mending for the children, On New Year's day the temperature fell from 55 degrees
to 25 degrees. Gertrade had o perfect lesson in Arithmetic today.® We are proud of her.
February 12, 1892

Ten digrees below zervo this morning. We lived Hirough the biggest blizzard of the season last Sunday. Edma is culting
i packing fce.

| was down with the grippe last week, along with Mrs. Stimpson and about 4 other ladies in town. © Dy, Rayeraft
charges $6.00 7 cvery time he has to come to the house. It left me with a terrible headache, but @ cold cloth on my forehead
stopped the throbbing,

March 25, 18492

Edwa is still wworking at, clearing and building roads.® He is also ¢utting and delizering wood al $1.80 for two cord. * The
apple brevs are planted and the fences are up, Most stones are gathered and piled under the wmaple tree, but eoery time the
fiedd & turped over, maore stones cone to Hhe serface, 10 Edura plans tg plaod gt Jeast 10 acres.af, polatoes, 11
| B ARRE AR AR EBRITA
April 15 1892 - . AT U i

L am going to work for the Stinpson Hotel. They are hlidid. boenlurgedt:Mackingo Gily r‘!-'j'}:‘i";mlr'r);r it large building
boom this spring. They are expecting a large number of workers to arrive to help biild new houses and a new lighthouse.
They are also expecting tourists because of the railroad. We are expecting to have a full house all summer.

Edma is now supervisor of Mackinaw Township. 12

Koy
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