
Blackmer Family 

Editor's Note: The second winner of the "Beyond Genealogy Contest" was Marlene Fabbro. By using 
county histories, assessment rolls, Michigan State Agricultural census records, probate records, news­
paper excerpts and city directories, Marlene was able to determine Adam Weidenfeller's success as a 
farmer in Allegan County. She began with the questions, "What can be learned from the land transac­
tions in Allegan County, Michigan involving Adam Weidenfeller. What type of farm ing did Adam do? 
Was he successfal?" 

Adam (42) and Anna (32) Weidenieller with Joh ann (11), 
Joseph (9), Anna (7), Adam (3) and Catherina (1), arrived in 
New York June 15, 1878 from Germany. They traveled soon 
after to Allegan Collilty, Michigan where Anna's brother had 
settled in 18671. It is apparent that the Weiden fellers did not 
arrive p enniless in America. Within two months (August 23, 
1878), Ada m purchased 40 acres in Dorr Township,2 Allegan 
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Comity. Over the next thirty-one yea rs, 
Ad am fa rmed the land, and he and Anna 
raised a fami ly of ten chjldren. From a study 
of the land transactions and the Allegan 
County living conditions of 1878-1909, l have 
concluded that owning land and farming 
were very important to Adam, but tha t he 
was not a successful farmer, due in part to 
the type of land he purchased and in pa rt to 
the times in which he lived. I base my con­
clusions on the following: 

The nature of the farm ing Adam 
Weidenieller did in Allegan County can be 
determined in several ways. Driving around 
the area today one can see fields of corn, but 
in genera l this does not appear to be the lush 
open farming area that is seen a little farther 
north in the Byron Center area. The section in 
which Adam farmed is wooded and hilly. 
The tax records of 1879 g ive a value of $150 
to the origina l 40 acres for which Adam paid 
$3503. The 1894 Agricultural Census of 
Michigan lists Adam as ow ning 120 acres of 
land . However, only 38 acres are ti lled ; 
another 12 acres are in wood land, and the 
remaining 70 acres are unimproved.4 

It appears that wheat and rye were the 
principal crops Adam would have raised. In 
a deed to land purchased by Joseph 
Weidenfeller, Adam's son, in 1899 in the same 
section 29 as his father's, there is a reserva­
tion of the "two-thirds interest in standing 
wheat and rye now growing in the ground"5. 
A discussion with the current resident of the 
farm on which Adam first raised crops 
reveals that wheat is the principal crop 
there.6 The probate record for Adam includes 
among his assets 37 bushels of rye and four 
bushels of w heat.7 
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The page illustrated on the left, is a copy of Edma's record from the Veteran's Home in 
Grand Rapids, Michigan. It provides enlistment and military discharge dates, the name of 
his company and regiment, a physical description, the names of his nearest relatives, his 
record of admittance and discharge to the Soldier's Home and his death date. Record num­
ber 3173. 

End Notes 

1 Cheboygan County Index book of Births, Cheboygan County Michigan - 1890 through 1894. 
2 Cheboygan County Index book of Births, Cheboygan County Michigan - 1885 through 1889 
3 Cheboygan County Death Index, Cheboygan County Michigan - page 24, no. 46, 3/18/1882 
4 Land patent Certificate No. 3421 recorded in the General Land Office in Marquette, Michigan, 6/25/1891 
s Mackinaw Witness, 2/12/1892, 
6 Mackinaw Witness, 2/12/1892, 
7 Board of health Meeting Notes, Village/ of Mackinaw City, 5/31/1894 currently found in the Mackinaw 

City Library private files. 
8 Personal notebook of Edma Henry Blackmer, currently in the possession of Karen Blumenshine 
9 Personal notebook of Edma Henry Blackmer, currently in the possession of Karen Blumenshine. 
10 Oral history given to Karen Blurnenshine by Dr. Grebe, son of the man who bought the original Blackmer 
farm, and current owner. Mackinaw City, 2001 
11 Chattel Mortgage on 10 acres of potatoes from Edma Blackmer, 11/1/1885, original document currently 

in the personal collection of Karen Blumenshine 
12 Mackinaw Township Meeting Notes, 6/1892, currently found in the Mackinaw City library private files. 
13 Oral history given to Karen Blurnenshine by Doris Blackmer, 2001. 
14 Mackinaw Township Meeting Notes, 12/1892, currently found in the Mackinaw City library private files. 
1s Deed from Edma and Rosa Blackmer to Charles Stimpson, recorded 10/19/1909 Liber 45, page 97, 

Cheboygan County Records. 
16 Cheboygan County Index of Births vol. 2, page 260, Cheboygan Michigan. 
17 Cheboygan County Index of Births vol. 2 page 223, Cheboygan Michigan 
18 Mackinaw Township Meeting Minutes, 1/21/1896, currently in the private collection of the Mackinaw 

City Public Library. 
19 Michigan Soldiers Home Hospital Patient History, page 3173. 

NOTE: all weather references are from Mackinaw City Settlers and the Savage Straits, Edna M. Coffinan, 
1976, Voyager Press, Grand Marais, Michigan., reprints and excerpts from The Mackinaw Witness. 
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cause to be paid said money ............... f?:.!..U ......... J5!..!.J.I!..(~ .. ~.£..( ./!...11.£.C .. fr./o/. ..................... ~ ........... . 
....................... (. ... -·················································· as the same shall fall due, then this mortgage to be void, otherwise in 

force. And it is further agreed that in case any d.efault shall be made in the payment at the time afor~-

said of the whole or any part of said money ............................. . 

···························· ·· ·····~·····J/:·· ·;~··~··;,· · · ······ ···· · · ·c,·" ~~f .. .: .... ..... it shall and may be lawful for said 
..... ll . \. ~ ,i"'--6-:-. . <t' l . c 7'- /-r c .'7 .. L . ... ... .............. . 

or ......... t •... f ... Oi./ assigns, iril~ediately thereafter, to enter and take possession of said goods and chattels, 

w~erever ~X:. s~me may be found'. and sell and dispose of the. s~me at public or private ~ale for the best 

pnce ................. ~.= ............ can obtain, and out of the money ans1ng from such sale to retain and pay all the 

indebtedness hereby secured and said interest and all the expenses of the sale ............................................. .................. . 

and taking care of and removing:>said property, and . . .~l/..f.:.~::z:z..1..-. ............. . 
- - I 
... • o ars as an attorneyf~outtl-any prnceeding::.-bi.: l-a-~ fo.r~c.l.os.e..-tl1 is J.nd.eutur_e. 

rendering the surplus, if any, to said ....................... \.~~·· '"'····· -··· - ····· · ········ ..... ~ .. ~./.c:f..<.-..;.a. . ./l.././.1£..'-.1 .................... -

:·~·:: ::-.-.-:;JL.~5·· ···~~·~·;~·~~·. ······ ~··1~·~···:·~~i~ · ·~e·~~:~~·: ··~~· ~·~~·;~~~~~.- ·i~·· ~~·~-~· -i·~ ··sa;·~ ···~~;~·~~·t .: .. ::: ...... -d1~ ;··~.·:~.·~;:: .. 

~;;~!°~;:.~~:~~~~~:;;~;;· ;,.:; ;~;,.~.~;,t~;~,~-:··-···-·z;;;~;~ ~>Y::~J?~,;_,;r-.,:~ 
......................................................................... J?·····;:t······················ ............................................................................................................ unless said 

~:;,;~~±;1:~; ~t ~.~~;!:,;~:"' ;;-~~ - --- mudty to take ;~e ::;,.~ ;~;~- ~;: -~--:. 
possession, in which case /z. .. ~-.- shall have- the right to do so, and hold the same until the 

power to foreclose hereinbefore given shall take effect. "". ') ..., ' /.,, ,., 

In Witness Whereof, the said ....... ................ &.<1. .. ~.:::.~ ........ ./~ .... .l.. .~.s.'.t ..... ?..-<: ... ~ .. -!:'. ...... '!!.. .~~ ... '-:..~.~.:!. .......... . 

Sea.led and Delivered in Presence of 

. r..A~tr...?- hand ./ ... and seal ........ this 

t . · 1· -1 .tl.v..v. .... /..ltJ,i .. Ii #ttJhiYJidc_I 
. ............. ..... .............. ······ ···-····· { L. S. ~ 

--.-.f:f' I _U l n 

~~~z:: ·,t·~£ -~J J,~ ~/ ~~;4 
-···-···· ··7~_.L .. '.:" ................................................................................ . 

The document shown on these two pages lists the mortgage of $150 of potatoes for Edma's 
land. 
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Scale: 2 ·inches to the Mlle 
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Section map showing Blackmer Farm dated 1915, from the Mackinaw County Plat Book. 
Ema's farm is the black square near the center of the map on the edge of Lake Huron. 
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Copy of the original Land Patent given to Edma Blackmer for h is property in Macinaw County. 
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Left: Pages from the personal Notebook of Edma 
Henry Blackmer, currently in the possession of 
Karen Blumenshine. Comments include his 
notes on building roads. 

Edma Henry Blackmer, 
Photograph form the collection of 

Karen Blumenshine 
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Rosa and the house in the "City", 
from the personal collection of 
Karen Blumenshine 
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Epilogue 

Edma and Rosa lived on the far m with their children until 1909.15 Rosa had tvvo more ch ildren, a daughter, 
named Lu Lu Grace, born 12/9/1896 16 and a son named George, born 1/3/ 1894 .17 The family lived through a 
Diphtheria Epidemic, while Edrna was still Highway Supervisor. 1s He resigned that position in 1907. Edma 
entered the Soldiers hospita l in Grand Rapids for the first time on September 30, 1899, still figh ting the demons 
of the war and was re-admitted numerous times until he died there on July 13, 1919. '9 He was 52 years old. Rosa 
lived in Mackinaw City w ith her daughter Cynthia until her death in 1955. She was 92 

Editor's Note: This article is one of the two winners of Miclz igana's "Beyond Genealogy" contest. It is an exnrnple of co111-
bi11ing social history resources a11d primary a11d secondary research to create a 11ew way to see how our ancestors lived. 

-
~)U~ )l.1~--~~- ~ 

. ,...~ 
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May 30, 1892 

Diphtheria broke out at the Rawden f-Jou se but all have been cured and the guests are returni11g. l worry about the chil­
dren . Ed111a is still doing 111ore drinking tlinn l like him too, but he says it blocks out thi11gs he does not want to remember. 

June 4, 1892 

Dr. Raycraft was en/led to Canada last week. f-lis brother's wife suddenly died. f-Je had to wait for the steamer, City of 
Alpena, to arrive. Mrs. Fox delivered her baby while he was go11e. I was up all 11ight to be with her. She had a beautiful 
baby boy, born just after 111idnight. 13 

The children and I are taking the trni11 to Petoskey soo11 to see 111y sister. 

July 1, 1892 

Went to Petoskey last Wednesday, and all alo11g the way saw the effects of the dry weather we have been having. Mary is 
doing well, her husband Joseph, along with their two daughters, are fan11ing 40 acres just outside of Petoskey. She and I had 
a 11ice talk. I miss her very much, Ma111a too. 

The train travels over fifhJ miles an hour in so111e places. The trip is quite fast and the cars were crowded with passengers 
goi11g north. The Stimpson House dining hall is filled every day. 

August 6, 1892 

The new lighthouse is al111ost done. I took the children down to the lake yesterday and watched as the workers hustled 
about. Mrs. Schultz died early Monday 111orning, and her children were attacked by diphtheria. Dr. Rayburn was called in 
time and he thinks they will recover. 

October 29, 1892 

The lighthouse began operations last Tuesday night. Edma, the children and 1 went down to the lake to watch. 
An Indian came by today selling fish . 1 bought e11ough for dinner and to put up for later. 

I do wish I could stay in the city. We will be moving out to the farm soon. 

November 3, 1892 

We live 3 miles outside of town, but still we 11eard the fog whistle 011 Thursday. The gale was the severest in this part of 
the country for years. It blew down trees ai1d broke i11 windows all about town, several cl1i111neys were also leveled. We are 
protected in the woods. lam 
glad Ed111a built the house next 
to the trees. 

December 3, 1892 

Edma fin s been appointed 
f-lighway Co111111issio11er. ·14 f-Je 
ra11 a four-horse snowplow out 
as far as Bowen's early this 
week. Took hi111 all day. f-le 
ca111e home cold a11d tired, but 
said that the plow was 111uch 
worse for wear. The snow is 
three to four feet deep in the 
woods behi11d the house. 

The childre11 have been sled­
di11g since before 
Tlianksgiving, but I do not let 
t/1e111 stay out so long i11 the 
cold weather. The temperature 
this week was 16 degrees below 
zero although Mrs. Davenport 
says it was 22 degrees below at 
their place. Rosa Johnson Blackmer, unknown date, personal collection of Karen 

Blumenshine, Cedar Springs, Michigan. 
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The title page reads: 

History of the German Evangelicn/ Lutheran l111111anuel Parish U. A. C. in Grand Rapids, Michigan 
Jn honor of the parish 's celebration of our SOth Jubilee 

on the 27th of May 1906 
published by the Jubilee Committee Grand Rapids, Mich. 

p rinted by Martin & Wuerzburg 1906 

The book is written in German and is 77 pages in length. A large number of group and indiv idual photographs 
are included. If you would like additional in formation about the church you may visit its website at: 

http: / /www.immanuellutheranchurchgr.org/ 

Forward 

Wie es irn Leben jedes einzelnen Menschen gewiffe Ereignisse 
gibt, bei welchen er, wenn er ein kind Gottes ist, gern mit dem 
alten Propheten Samuel ein "Ebenezer" errichtet, (1 Sam. 7,12) 
so ist es auch fur eine christliche Kirchgemeinde nur recht und billig, daB 
sie solche Zeitabschnitte in ihrem Gemeindeleben nicht w1beriicksich= 
tigt lasse, sondern mit frohlichem und dankerfiillten Herzen dann 
und mann solche Marksteine ausfrichte um sich und ihre Nachkommen 
allezeit an die empsangenen Wohlthaten Gottes dnakbar zu erinnern. 
Das ist auch der Zweck dieses Biichleins, welches uns die Geschichte unse= 
rer Gemeinde und ihrer Schule in kurzen Unmrissen vor Augen fiihrt. 
Moge das Lesen dieses Biichleins, liebe Gemeinde, Dir die Erke1mtniB 
bringen, d aB der Herr GroBes an Dir gethan hat und Dich bewegen, 
Seine Gnade und Treue zu preiBen und mit dankbarem Herzen zu 
riihmen: 

"Bis hierher hat der Herr geholfen!" 

To be Continued in the May/June Issue 
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'13 [ac kmer, 
a 'Micfiiaan Pioneer Wife 

By Karen Blumenshine 

My great grandfather, Edma, died long before I was born, but 
his wife Rosa, my great grandmother, died when I was nine. I 
loved her and loved talking to her. My great grandfather's farm 
is still undeveloped. The apple trees he planted are still there. 
The ba rbed wire, although now lying on the ground or h ang­
ing from rotting fence posts, is still there. The family well, 
cobblestones hand set all the way to the bottom, is still there. 
Even the foundation of the farmhouse is still there, now 
overgrown with trees and obstructed from view w ith the 
last 100 years growth of trees. 

How I wish I had known then, how I would feet about 
Family History now. No one is left who can answer the questions I have. 

Aunt Cynthia had no children. Aunt Gertie had no children. John, my Dad's father, 
is gone, and my father didn't even know that his grandfather had b een married three times. 
Folks just didn't talk much about those things back then. 

Everyday I search for answers, every once in a while I find one. 

If Rosa h ad kept a diary, this is how I think it might have read. 

Introduction 

Ed111n and l have bee11 111nrried six years. We have a dn11ghter, Cynthia Ann, born May 24, Inst yem~ 1 n11d a so11, john 
Almon, born April 9,1894 .2 We have an adopted daughter, Gertrude, born in 1884. Ed111n fought i11 the War of the 
Rebellio11 whe11 he was very you11g and /ms been fighting de111011s si11ce fhe11. He has buried one wife3 nnd los t another. He 
wns 38 wl1e11 we married nnd l wns 21 . Edma lost n son to the scarlet fever that nlso took his fi rst wife. Ed111n is n fa rmer 
n11d we hnve 40 acres j11st outside Mncki1ww City, Michign11. 4 

I was bom i11 New York, but lived with 111y mother and father i11 Charlevoix. I moved to Mackinaw when Ed111n and I 
married. 

January 22, 1892 

Most days I work nil day cleaning and 111ending for the children. 0 11 New Year's day the temperature fell fro111 55 degrees 
to 25 degrees. Gertrude had a pe1fect lesso11 in Arith111etic foday.s We are proud of lier. 

February 12, 1892 

Te11 degrees below zero this morning. We lived through the biggest blizzard of the season Inst Sunday. Edma is cu tti11g 
and packing ice. 

I was down with the grippe last week, along with Mrs. Stimpson n11d about 4 other ladies i11 town. 6 Dr. Raycraft 
charges $6.00 7 every time he has to come to the house. It left me wit/1 n terrible headache, b11t a cold cloth on my forehead 
stopped the throbbing. 

March 25, 1892 

Ed111a is still working at, clearing and b11i/ding ronds.s He is also cutting and delivering wood at $1.80 for two cord. 9 The 
apple trees are planted and the fences are up. Most stones are gathered and piled under the maple free, but every time the 

f ield is turned over, more stones CO/lie to the s111fncr/r/{r~1 .~r.s ~~l1~ ~~lfl~t 1~~rrs~tff~t~rrA/1 
April 15 1892 ,J · :. ' : . · ·, : ' · · ,,,,_i. :•_,_: l "' 

I n111 going to work for the Sti111pson Hotel. They are hBJ~'. to~tra~LJtl.Mkni1~iiw 9f)'1~/~1t1~ a large building 
boom this spring. They are expecting a large 11u111ber of workers to arrive to help build new houses and a new lighthouse. 
They are also expecting tourists because of the mi/road. We are expecting to have a f ull house all sum111er. 

Edmn is now supervisor of Mackinaw Tow11ship. 12 

Q~c , • ______ .._ ..... ._..._. ................. ~~~~~ ..... ~-------~---.._...~ ..... ~ ............ --..-.-.~------~~--~----
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