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84 rnsTurn· ciP wooDFORD col::-.:TY by WM . E., Ra lley ( 

.) lh• pli ( 'ollins. II !to was :d~0 <ii Hcvo- frr·•l ~tan hop!': r:lizaheth ma1·11i.1 
]t.- jr,11 ;rr·_v .• u ... !;. n11d li >t•l 011 a fnt·in ('linton B. Jfawki11s; Annie: 111 .t r'l'i .. ; 
ii · \\ •,1.rir'11rd. liis ia111ily r·o11,._i-, 1 in:.r of \\"i llinrn E. Rail··Y ; Hcnrr n1:i1T'. 
I L I r·1 .!.1 :· ;11 ,•I li r· .. 11·11c·d :1 i:u·rn and Br11tl'fll' ~aurnllrs; :'llary llH1l'l'h-1l ( h•. 

1 11 .J ,?: .. ., S11l!irnn. ,fr., awl ('o<Jp1·1·1 and \\-illiarn mal'l'i1rl El j, 

.firio :· I ·, 'Iii IJ::rl ;1 ,-; r111 , 'l'ht·r1rl r· ri r·k ~. f :wk<-l:i. 
~:: Ii • " ·.:t. .. 11·;r., l1or11 in 11<2-t. ~ornc \\"illiam Jfu1·prr first mani1·tl !~ ... 
j'i• fa ll·!' i.1 ;11 .. ·e1111 JH11li1 ·rl his pa"r·Jil<; 
lei f' ,·;il: ~I ill. i 11 Fl'ankl in ( '1J1t11ty, 
1.-/1•·r1· 1 I "'Y 111 •·:1111<· p1·i·111a11e·nt rcsi­
d•·r1h." 

,f. r·11h ll ;.1·p1·1· a11d his 1\·ifr )fnry 
<:11111<· fi-•1111 Cr · 1'1 11a11~·. wltr·rc t llf',Y W<·t·r· 
IJ111·11 ;111<1 re·a1·e·d , tri \-irginia wlwrc· 
t fi .. y rf' o.; id r·cl fen· 'flt i1r· awhile. In 1i97 
lh•·y 1·:1rne· t11 l\1 ·nt11c·ky anrl hong-ht 
fi fl!'r 11 lt11111lt·1·el ae·re·s of land that arl­
joiue·cl thr· 1·statr· of HCJlwrt Al exa nder 
nc·ar )fidw11.v. 'I'h1 ·y ha<l n lnn~r. fm11ily 
of c·hildrc:n aH follo ws : (lrol'g-c, ;ra c:ob, 
J\<111111 , Nic·ltolas, ./oli 11 , ''\'illiru p Tst., 
Ife·1wy, l!arlrnra , 1-:lir.ahet h an<l )1m·y . 
J\l'tc-i· lhl' dt·atli IJ[ Ja<·ob Har·pr1· an1l 
his wife· .\fary. llH·i1· lnn<l was a llotted 
to t lrr·i1· t1•11 c·hil<h<·ll , but all of tlwm, 
wit Ir 1 lrc t•xccpt ion of Adam, \Villinm 
a nil I:ar·ha1·a, snlcl tlwir in te1·csts, 11rnr­
ric·d and mon(l to lncliana, Illinois ancl 
1\l issoul'i. 

,\d11111 111nn·ic·d a nrl hacl th e fo llow­
in g <·lril<ln'n: Willia111, l l., Jaeoh, 
Ad:1111 , ,Joh11 and l~lizah<•th . \:Villinrn, 
11., 111;inic:d Ann \Vh itl1·y. c1aug-hte1· of 
Col. Willi:rrn C. \Vhitl«y and Esth c1· 
Full c·1·, and tlwy Wl'J"<' the parents of 
Adam , l ~ranl< , 1\ !111·.v ancl Ha1·ha1·a Ann. 
llal'lia m Ann married ( 'apt. 1 lC'nry R 
Owo.;lc·y 111111 t hC'ir d1iltlren were: (h~r­
trurl c· . . \lit<', l·:l iza llt'th , Anni<', llc11l'y, 
:\la1·y a nd Willi11111. (;(•1·trndc 11rn1TiC'd 
'!'hos. \Y. Hawkins ; ;\lire rnnl'l'il•tl .Al-

lir<·•·:i \ralla c: r ... 1 laely of ::k11t..J1.( 1·i ,!r 
1· xt rn<·t. lie: :-c:ttl"cl upon n pa r t c1i' : ,. 
f'Sf:tl<: !.Pt ll<·rl Jiy his fatitl' l' 11·}J j, .l1. 
liis dr·ath in 18-, was inh c1·it 1·cl h~· l! i, 
son .• J. \\T allacc li a1·pcr1 who rn:ll'l·i,.' 
firs t, his cousin. Eliza beth Hnr1kr, 
elaug-htc·r of \\"illiarn Ilarpe t'. Ji· .. ill1•I 
Ann Whitley: second, Acklin llni11·~-. 
By th<' Inst mnrringe 11·ns \\-nlt•·l' I\. 
Harpc1· who owns the old horn1•. If ,. 
lllal'l'ir<l th e wi<low Xellie (Hodman ) 
Wnlentt and they hnd an only c·hiltl. 
W a llace Harper. 

Hnr·bara Harper, daughter of J n(·ob 
anrl :i\fa1·y Harper , n1arried 
Ch1·i s111a n1 and their daug-hter , Ch1·is­
trna married J ames ?\IcKee, of "-'l <·­
KPe 's C1·'lssroacls1 " on the Ve1·snilll•s 
pike. 'l'hey had two children, Cnt hc·1·ine 
nncl Dt'. John 1l. )[eKec. Cnthe1·ine 
ma1Ti C'<l Col. J ohn Withrow nnd they 
harl James, '\Yillinm, John. 
lk Jojm R. :i\IeKre married Agnes 

1\forn11<·y and they have James, Pl'llnk, 
Etrl(' lius, n ett ic and Agnes i\Lc: I\ ec. 
111-{tH's i\fornncy was a grancldau~htcr 

of C'ol. Zaeh White and Agnes Steele. 
(!::ice sketch of Col. William Steele.) 

'rhe Ilowmar family arrived in Ken­
tucky one hundred nnd forty years 
ago nnd have bC'en in Woodford County 
more tl1nn one hundred and thfr ty 
years. They \\'ere Virginians of the 
l1n1·dy, resolute, courageous type. 

In I ?';'fl Hul1rr·t 13011 

1 i ll'. 1 ·1tf111.; < 'ollini. (r1· 
JI. 11 < '11 lli11,,. author o 
t ul'I' l)f l\ ,•ntllC·ky) ancl I 
n •. :nu:i I' . l'llliµr:ucd to 
ti••ll . 11 r l·'urt, in ~Jen:• 

1;-!J rlwy n ·lllO\'l' rl 

\ ·,. 11 uty. H<1hl'l·l Uo111n 
ill 111t· bloody hat t l(• ol' 
, , 11d 11·:1s !1111' nf tl 11· 
\ j1 111'8. 

·r 1w ,u 11. ~laj111· l fp 1 

~r . . wf'\'t•d ill t 111·1 ... 1·a11 

1li • l 11 di:1n:-- and fuughl 
. \ 111 hnny \\' 11,l'll(· at t llC' 1 
'f'i111ht'!'S. 111'111' 'J'ol!'dfl, 
11 fi,.r,• I :1•1H·rnl \\'aytH 
f,,di:1n:-, :!lid sta~·Nl ti 
u111•11 K 1•n1 uc·ky. 111 1 

~la.in!' Bownrnt·, then h1 
old. wa-> 8l'ignele Maj• 
HolH·rt Todd 's 1J1·ignde. 
h·n<lin~ r·itizc•n of Woo 
Th <' census of 1810 sho 1 

onl· of 1 he largest slav<' 
county. H e was dcp1 
tlwnty-tll'O years of o 
then including portion~ 

and Scott; beca me shcri 
terms in the State Scnnt<' 
oeratic nom inee for Co 
Ashland clistl'iet t,o s1 
Clay in 1827, hut as th 
()VC'nvlrclmingly in them 
defeated by Judg-c Ja 
Bourbon County, a \Vhi~ 

At the nge of eight: 
died in 1855 full of ho1 
th l' " \Yell done, thou g 
ful Sl' l'vnnt." H e ma 
Adnms, of nC'n r Tiit lrn 
whom Thomas f'. ::\larsh 



io; Elizabeth manied 
awkins; A nnie married 
Railey; H enry married 
ors ; .Jlary maLTird Owen 
William married Elvie 

1rpcr firs t married R e­
" 11 lady oE Scokh-frish 
ctt led upon a p a L'L of tho 
by his fathel' which, at 

3-
1 

was inhrritecl by his 
•e H arper, who married, 
isin, Eliza both Harper, 
.Villiam Harper, Jr .. and 

srcond, Addia 13ailoy. 
llUl'L'iage was \\·altet• Il. 
nvns the old hom e. H e 
vidow Nellie (Rodman) 
th<•y hnd n n ouly child, 

1Cr. 
trpcr, tlnughtcL' of Jacob 
arpcr, 111111TiNl 
d the ir dnnl!hl c L'. C'hris-

Jnmes )le Kee. of "~le­
ads." 011 the Y r l'!'a ilks 
d two ehilcln•11. C'alliL1 l'ille 
n R. .\k ICl'e. Cat hrri nr 
J <ihn \\.ith1·ow aud t hr y 

· i II ia m. ,Jol111. 
{. .Jh-KPc· 111111Tit•cl .'\ p-nes 
t hey h n \·c ,Jn mes, Frank. 
tit• and ,\ !rues Mc:KN . 

icy was a ~randclau/,!h t er 
\n1i te :md ,\ gnr-i ~tel'lc. 
if Col. William Steele. ) 

ar fa111ily nrriYcd i11 Krn­
nmlrc<l u11<l fort~· yrnr:i 
lJr en in \Yooclfonl County 

om· hun<ln•<l and thirl Y 
w i>rt- Y ir!!i11ians of the 

1tc, c:nnra:.rPo\l'l typ e. I 
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In 1779 Hoh cr t B owmn r , with his 
wife, Chloe Collins (related to Judge 
R II. Collins, uulhor of Collins' llis­
lo1·y of Kentucky ) and his son. H orman 
Bowmar, rmigratcd to Bowmat·'s Sta­
tion. OL' F ort, i n Ml' l'Cer Cou nty. ] n 
17f'9 they r emoved to W oodford 
County. llobc1·t 13owmar p articipated 
.in th e bloody bat Ile of the .I3luo Licki:l 
1111d \\·as one o [ the fortunate 1:n11·­

Yi rnrs. 

Th e son, )JnjoL' llel'man Bowmar, 
~ 1 .. , setTc<l in llll·ce t-ampaigns ngainst 
I lit• l ndia ns a ntl fou:.rht under Gl'neral 
.\ 11 , hony Way nl' al the battle of Fallen 
'l'i 111he1·s. n cnt· '1'ole1lo, Ohio, in L794, 
l'"i H·1·c Gcner11 l ·w ay11e crushed tho 
1 ndians and 1:>tayc<l their i ncursions 
upon Kcntuc:ky. I n thnt can1p aign 
.\ I 11,jur Bown1ar, then t W<'nty-fivc years 
old. was Brigade l\la.jor of General 
l:olH·1·t Todd's brigade. ire became a 
l1·:11 lin :.r citizen of Wood1ord Uounty. 
'1'1.P 1· t· nsns o.L 18 10 1;howod him lo be 
" 1" .. [ the l11 1·g-e8t 8la\·choldcr s i n tho 
' 111nt y. l fr \1·11 s d!'puty shol'if'C at 
1 '- 1 ill y-two years of ng-l', \Voodfol'd 
11

11 11 i1H·ludi11g- pol't ions of Franklin 
· · d ~Nit t; hccnmc shc1·if(; J>e rvcd t.wo 
1. "" "' in l hl' ~late Senate and was Dem­
'" "a l i1· no111 inN' fot· Congr ess in the 
.\,'1 l:.11d d i~t 1·id to succeed Henry 
1 ·:,1 .. in 18:27. hut as the Whigs wr re 
.. .. • 1·11 11,.lm ing l_v in the majority he was 
· 1< ·1" 11 1 .. d b~· .Judi!<' .James Cla1·k of 
I: ··:rl 111n ('ounty. 11 Whig. 

\ t thl' ll!!e of l'ighty-six years he 
·lilrl i11 l ':l:i3 f ull of ho1101·s, and with 
:i .~ "\Yd! d1111(•. !hon goo<l and foit h­
i 11 ~11 · 1· a11t. " lfe municd 1-'ranccs 
.\• l:i rn!>. of 111·ur Richmond, Vu., of 
.. .. 1°11 111 Thomas I·'. :\larshall sai<l: " S he 

'ms 0 1ie of the 111ost bcantifnl women 
of hot· times." 

One of Major licrmau Bowmar's 
b1·ot hr rs, J ames I IC'1·yey B owmar, was 
killed in t he War of 1812, and another 
brothc t·, J oseph Bowmar, was a Cap­
tain iJ1 the United S tates r egular army 
fol' yem·s aftc1· tho W 111· of 1812. 

Oi the tht·cc sons of Major H erman 
llo\\'lnat·, SI'., on l.v one r emained in 
\ Voorlford , H erma n Bowmar, Jr. D r . 
J oseph Hamilton Daviess Bowmar ro­
moYcd to I 1ouisiana , and after wards to 
Mississippi; Rober t How mar migrated 
to a noth er p a r t of the State. H e ulso 
had t>OYera l attractive daughters, 
Cynt hin 111al'l'icll Jud ge Daniel :Mayes, 
01w of t he g t·catest j urists in tho South 
i n ids day; J a1w manictl W illiam llarr, 
fath er of thl' lat e Judge J ohn Watson 
Ba n , of Louisville, by a p 1·evions mar­
ria ge ; Lucy manicd J ohn L . Barclay, 
mrmbcr of the fi1·111 of Barclay and 
'J' ilford, Lexinl!ton ba nkers b efore the 
C.:fril \Var, and F'l'llnccs marril'd Di·. 
Houben B<'ny of th t• 1•ounty, who own­
ed th0 home where IInnlin Field s now 
)'PSi1foS. 

iicrman Bow11rn1· is snicl t o hiwc 
bet•u the most brillian t man Wood[oL'Cl 
c \·l'r produced. When he g raduated 
from Transylnrnia Cnfrc1·sily, he car­
r ied off lill' honors . bt"ing- rnl <'dit to1·inn 
o f h is class. wh ic·h i11dwl1·d Ri c: hanl lL 
l\Jcnifro and othr r tlisli11guislw1l 111 r n. 
l fc was an able lawyc1·, but th r.' ckath 
o( his bcauti f'nl a rnl chal'll1i1H!' wife, 
who was Elt' line '1'1111is. in his Vil L'I Y 
p r ime seemed to haYe dcpl'iYrd him o f 
umbition. H e hdd fo r t hil'ty consecu­
t iv e y<•a rs the offi l'<' of !;l!'r k of the 
Woodford Cou11t .v Court, which he fill­
ed most admirnLly. but he made no 
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spccinl u se of his gr ca L talents i:;avc in 
occasional speeches and a brilliant and 
long tcmembetcd display o.f wit and 
humor. 

A s an evidence of his popularity, it 
is said that for twenty yeai·s he was 
r egularly elected as a D emocrat, al­
though \ Voodfo1·d County wus, during 
that time, a stt·ong \Vhig co~mty. 
Majot• H erman Bowmar, Jr.. was a 
prominen t Mason and was elected 
Grnncl lti {,!'h Priest of the Gr•and Chap­
ter of K entucky, R. A . l\I. H e wa~. in 
gl'eat demuud as a speak er at i1r1port­
ant gatherings of t he fraternity 
throug-hoitt the State, and was the 
oratot• of the day when the cornc1·s to11c 
of the Masonic Tem ple at L exin gton 
was laid i n 1842. llis dca th occu1Ted 
in 1863. 

Ile was the father of Captain Joseph 
:Marshall Bowmar, a brave ofnccr in 
Grnc1·11l John II. l\lorgan's cavnlr.v; of 
Daniel ill. JJow1uat',• a very brilliant 
and notable man who was the father 
of the p1·rscnt cdito1·s of the W ootlfo1·d 
~1111; and of Robe rt llowmar, who- was 
u lso a soldier in General Mo1·gan 's 
taYali·y. corumandcd by Col. \ Yilliam 
C. P. 131-cc kcnridgc, and was killed ut 
the age of r;ixtcen years. 

The Bowmut·s who arc at p resent 
r<•sicknt s of \\' oo<lfol'll County are 
.Aitthi-;011 , \Jc:xa nder· Bowu1ar, nntl 
D aniel ::\l a yes Bowmar, nnd their rc­
spccti 1·c fnmili Ps. a nd the famil y of 
f:corgl' T. Fishback, his wife hcing 
Elizahrth Buwmar, and lwr sis ter 
Knth t: l'inc Bowrnar, both daug hters of 
Joseph M. n owuiar. A YOLIJ1g'l'l' Lir·other· 
of }i.itc:hison A ., and Daniel J\I. Bow­
mar is lkrma n Bowmar. HI.. who r·r -

s ides at St. Lonis, ::\Io., and is general 
secretary of t he ~lissoul'i State Sunday 
School Associu t ion. Ile was ho I'll anol 
r eared in \ Voodford nntl utatTicd hi.~ 
cousin1 F'rances Adams Dowmar. 
daug·hlcr of Cap t. .Joseph l\l. l30\\'111nr, 
also born and 1·ca1·ecl in the count~-. 

The p resen t 1•dito1·::1 and puhlisho·r~ 

of t he W oodford S un , Aitchison ,\. 
ancl Daniel 1". Bowmat', Jr., like t hr it· 
father, rcpl'cscnt all that is nobh• and 
pure in the Ch l'ist ian gentlcma11. and 
thci t· i:;pirit has animatC'tl t he S<' l'l'ln l 
gPnel'll t ions from Robert tlw pioneer to 
the present generation. 

Robert Bowmar. the pionel'l'. l<wn t .. t( 
h is fiirm on the K enhw kv Uiwr. :111tl 
the rlvcr li ne ran from L~wk Ko. :i lo1 

the 11 .Narrows" and joined lhl' fa1 ·1 11 
ol' Col. William Stcl'le. (Samnd ( 'r:.i:.r. 
who <:ame fro m Scutt Count~· in (":::1• 

1nn·chasetl the fa t·m and his son l'harli1• 

lived there until about 1890.) m~ -.1111, 

H erman Bowmar, owned a Ia1·m 1111 th1• 

McCrneken or Olenns C't·rl'k 111:1 .J 
wht>re Ben C:1·ay lh·cll fo1· man~· ~ ' ars. 
and about two milrs fro m to1111. lI• r­
man Tiowmn1., Jr .. lil·ed in Yl·I'<;aill ··' i•1 
n bri«k cotlag-e that I think Th i•• .Jn1• 
l fa nis has O\\'lll'd for mn 11y _rpa l' '-. 

Lrwis Snlli\·an was a 11at il'I· PL \ r 
g inia and rallll' lo '\'oodi'oi·d l "" ::: 
just after the Rcrnlut ion. 11 j, 1"1· 1 .. r. 

\Vya t t Sulliv 1111 , w:is ()l)J'll i 11 ' '" "·'· 1 

enmc tu , .i1·gin ia and l'11uuh1 .-,,. '' ·· 
iJll1Cp eni1rll(:(' Of ,\ llll'l'il'll. al- I 1 

brolht'r. Junws Sull irn11. who 11 :i .. 1"1 

born in lrcla11d. L ewis )(11•at ld hi, 
1'111·m neat· ... \fortom;villc, npcin wl1i• h 
he: scttlrcl nllll re1nai11cd <lmiuµ 1,i · '· 
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built by Cockey Owings, father of Thomas Owings; 
Captain Crawford's residence; notes on early 
traces; court held at Strode's Station. A. N. 2 pp. 

n. d. [Shane, John D.] Inten·icw with Judge Adam Beatty• 
Mason County, Ky. Came from Frederick County, 

16CC306 Md.; bis father bad twelve sons and four daughters; 
his brother, Cornelius Beatty; schooling under 
Williamson near Winchester, Va.; the Marshall 
family; Col. Thomas Marshall's character and 
death. A. N . 1 p. 

n. d. 

12CC245 

n. d. 

14CC17 

n. d. 

[Shane, J ohn D.] Inten•iew with Fielding Belt, Fleming 
County, Ky. l\farried Margaret Finley, sister of 
Samuel B. Finley; account of Holder's defeat; 
the battle ground; relics found. A. N. 1 p. 

[Shane, John D.] Interview with Thomas Bennington, 
Brown County, Ohio. Came out in McGary's 
boat in 1791; Maj. Robert Stockt on's son and 
Buchan Rhodes mentioned; Cassidy's escape from 
Indians ; Stewart killed near Cassidy's Station; 
Thomas Barton mentioned; Zadock Williams 
killed. A. N. 1 p . 

12CC151-52 

[Shane, John D.] Interview with Major Black, Mont­
gomery County, Ky. Hunting with Maj . Samuel 
Downey in 1806; origin of names of Spohr's and 
Oppossum creeks; wolf-bunt ing with George Allen; 
Black's father, William, lived in Clark County; 
his uncle, Alexander Black, near Pisgah; came 
west in 179~ ; early settlers in the Cow Pasture 
and the Calf Pasture of Virginia; born July 8, 
1775. A. N. 2 pp. 

n. d. [Shane, John D.] Inten1iew with Maj . Herman B9~ 
Came with his father [Roberj; J1o~ to Bow-

13CC170-74 man's Station through the wilderness in 1779; 
Stephen and Joseph Collins, Elisha·, Robert, and 

·. 
Joshua Pruett, William Hall, J ames Cox, and 
Thomas Glass in the company ; Bowman's expedi­
tion in 1779; Bowmar 's uncle, Elisha pollins, 
General Logan, and the Kirkham~his cam-

• 
I 
I 

I 

' • 

n. d. 

11CC276 

n. d. 

pafn; the Corn-crib battle; Captain Madison, 
Lieut . Thomas Moore, and E nsign Robert 
Bowmar were officers of the Cove Spring Company 
detached for relief of McAfee's Station; battle of 
Blue Licks; Col. James Trotter in Harmar's 
expedition; character and appearance of Gen. 
Charles Scott; Jae. Stucker characterized; attack 
on Estill's Station; notice of book, Views of the 
Constitution, by John Taylor of Caroline County, 
Va. A. N . 5 pp. 

[Shane, John D.] Interview with Maj. Herman Bowmar, 
Versailles, Ky. Came west in 1789; arrival of 
Capt. Dick Fox in 1791; Mrs. Searcy killed; 
John Smith one of a company that went to New 
Orleans for ammunit ion; Bowmar's father in 
H arrodsburg in 1779. A. N. 1 p. 

[Shane, John D .] Interview with Samuel Boyd, Cabin 

13CC245-46 
Creek , Lewis County, Ky. James Bartley, from 
the Redstone country, built the first house on 
waters of Cabin Creek in March, 1795; origin of 

n. d. 

name of Cabin Creek; Samuel Rogers captured at 
Long Lick in 1795; Boyd's father lived near 
Maysville in 1794; the Ohio salt works; first wells 
dug by Moses Baird, Joseph Vance, and John 
Heath. A. N . 2 pp. 

[Shane, John D.] Interview with Mr. and Mrs. James 

11CC28, 33-37 
Brackenridge, Bourbon County, Ky. Mrs. Brack­
enridge and Mrs. Wilson daughters of Patrick 
Mahan; notes on · Patrick Mahan; Bird's expedi-

n. d. 

13CC211 

t ion ; the Mahan family taken to Canada; Hugh 
H . Brackenridge a preacher in Washington's 
army; his marriage to Sabina Wolf; captivity of 
James Morrow; notes on the Shakers. A. N. 6 pp • 

[Shane, John D .] Interview with Fielding Bradford, 
Scott County, Ky. Came west in i785; was in 
Pittsburgh in spring of 1787; hls newspaper 
established in August, 1787; type brought down 
from Pittsburgh; John Scull printed first paper 
west of the Alleghany Mountains; Thomas Parvfu's 
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554 WOODFORn COUNTY. --- ...._..__. 
Lexington and Frankfort. 1'rlortnnsvillc is also n neat village, sit­
uated four miles south of V cr:rnillcs, and two miles from the Ken­
tucky river-contains a Christian church, th1·ee physicians, one 
female school, four stores and groceries, one bagging factory and 
eight mechanics' shops, with n population of 350. Named after 
Mr • .Morton, the proprietor. . 

r=--='From tho n11coLL£CTtONS of Major HRRMAN BowM.1.n, senior, n venerable pi~ 
I nc;r of Woodford, now nearly eighty years of ago, active, sprightly, and intelli­

gont, wo Glenn the following facts, concerning tho Belllement of thot county, 
sketches ol character, incidents, &c. The father of Major Dowmar removed to 
K entucky in 1779, and Bellied at Colonel Dowmnn's station in Mereor, and in 
1789, removed to Woodford. In 1791, Major H ermon Dowmar, then twenty-two 
years of oge, was qualified ns a deputy sheriff of Woodford-the county then 
embracing portions of the present coanties of Franklin and Scott, being divided 
into two sheriff's districts. H is acquaintance, consequently, became extensive, 
and his recollectiam, kindly furnished for this work, show a remarkablo tenacity 
of memory. 
· As late as the y ear 1782, there were no settlements within the bounds or 
the presont county of Wooclford. In the winter of 1782-3, Captain Elijah Craig, 
who commanded tho fo rt at Dry11nt's station, in 1782, roiooved to Woodford, ond 
sellled a station about five,milcs from Versailles, ond ten miles from L exington­
the county of Woodford then composing a part of the territory of Fayette. The 
close of the revolutionary war caused an immense emigration to Kentucky, and 
during the years 1783-4-5-6-7 and 8, the increase of population in WooCl forJ 
was BO great, as to give the county, at the close of the year last mentioned, a.s 
many voters as there are at present (1847) in her reduced territory. That pol" 
lion of the original territory of Woodford, lying on the lower Elkhorn and tbe 
lower Mercer, on the north side of the Kentucky river, was an exposed and gua1-
ded frontier from 1783 to 1793. 

On the opposito side of the river, in M11rcer county, there was no man of hi.a 
day who excelled Capt. Jacnes Ray, (the late Gen. Jamee Ray,) in his activity, 
bravery and efficiency, as a pioneer commander and Indhin fighter. IluL lower 
down, as the frontier extended, the most active and efficient was the late CapL 
1ohn Arnold, who settled a station on the waters of Little Benson creek in 1783, 
nbout uovon or oight milos ubovo tho silo of F ninlcfort. Sovornl other etntiona 
were souled higher up thon that of Arnold, hie buing the extrume frontier; bw 
not having sufficient mon to guard them with ijafo~y, against tho npprelurndud io­
cursions of tho savago·s, they wore abandonod . in about a year, nnd the occupant11 
r eturned to the older seulemcnts, in Mercer. T hese settlements wore re-occupied 
in tho year 178G. Capt. John Arnold was tho commnn<lant of a comrany of spice 
for several yonrs, and, with l:iumue:l H utton and others as his aeeoc1utcs1 rongcd 
tlto oountry us fu r ns Uronnon'ij lick. 

In 1792, J acob ColTmnn, who owned nnd resided on tho land on which Law­
renceburg, tho county seat of Anderson; is now loc;ited, was killed and scalped. 
Maj . Ilowmar wos of tho party rai~od to pursue the savagos and ovengo his dei1th ; 
but the pursuit wns unsucccs~ful. During tho same ytiur, Capt. 'l'o<ld, resid ing 
then in Weodforcl, but now c111braced in the ~crritory of Scott, was riding nlone 
down the river hill where South Frankfort is siluated, when ho was fired ot by 
eovoral Ind ians, who waylaid his path, nnd killed ond scalped. Tho men in Frank· 
fort heard tho report of the guns anJ the scalp halloo, but were unable to cross 
the river in time to render him any assistance. Todd w aa an estimable man, an.d 
h\s death was greatly lamented. . . 

Tho Saturday before the first Monday in May, 1792, (1hc first election day u~ 
der the government of Kentucky,) twenty-five Indians crossed the Lexington road 
about two miles above Frankfort, and fired at William Chinn, who was riding 
down the road. Chinn escap~d unhurt, and gave the alarm. About a mile fur# 
·ther in their progress, they took J ohn Dimint prisoner. They then proceed~d 
about five miles further up into Woodford.and encamped in a rocky cliff of M~m 
Glenn's creek, eight or nine miles from Versailles. H are they remained dunng 
the night and succeeding day (Sunday). The alarm being spread through tha 
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surrounding country, several hundrccl men were out d_urinp Sunda~· · scouring tho 
neirrhborhood · twenty-five of whom lollgcd at Lewis E asterday s, a~out three 
mil~s above Frankfort, on Sunday night • .'l'he I ndians, on the same night, were 
induced by Dimint to go to E asterday's ettll-house, where they w ere unsucc.ess­
ful in obta ining whisky but manaoe<l to steal tho horses of the twenty-five whiles, 
and by a rapid movemdnt soon _crossed Ma.in E lkhorn . A party u~der Col. John 
Grant, and another under captains Nathaniel Sanders and Anthon) Ilartlett,-~he 
fonn11r from tho uci~hborhoo<l of Georgetown, nnd tl~e latter from. tho south sule 
of E!khorn,-having been united , got upon tho tra_il of t~1e Indians, ?nd com­
menced a rapid pur~uit. As they approached the Eagle lulls , _the India~~ wcr; 
ovortnlcen by tho whttes, several shots exchanrrcd, a~d _one of thc!T n~mber _killed •. 
'l'ho ln<lians nbandoned their horses, and fled precipttately to the lulls. w11h t~eir 
prisoner. I>imint clTcctcd his escape_ while. tho I!1di?ns wero engage? m cros~in.g 
tho Ohio un<l returned in safety to lus family, bnngin~ homo the evidence of his 
captivity'.__the "buffalo turr " with which his arms had been confined. 

Amon,,. the most active ~nd reliable men in the defence of the N orth Elkhorn 
frontier, the selllement nt the main forks of Elkhorn, and those at Frankfort and 
its immediate neighborhood, were C ol. John IL Grant and Capt. Samuel Grant, 
with their brothers; Maj. T homas H erndon and J acob 'l'uc~er; tl~e la te Col. 
Jamos Johnson and C apt. L uclcet, as they grew up; Capt. Nathnmel Sandc~s, 
Capt. A. Dartlett, Capt. P emberton, (the late Gen. Dennet Pemberton,) and Wil­
liam Haydon and s_ons. Ou tho El~h!lrn , .below the forks, old Ill!. Church and 
sons, Jeremiah Craig, and others, d1stmgu1shcd themselves by their bravery and 

zoal. d v· 
Woodford was principally settled by emigrants from enstern an w~stern 1r-

ginia; but there were many families from the states of N orth Carolina, Mary­
land, Pennsylvania and New Jersey, and quite a respectable number from Ireland 

~ ;;~d" Germany. 
~he Honorable G~onae l\f. B100,t is a native of Virginia-emigrated to Kc~­

tucky when young- studied law, and soon distinguished. himself at the bar .for h_is 
legal acquirements, solid judgment and cogent rcnsomng. He rose rapidly m 
his profession, and it was not long before he was numbered ~mon~ the ~blest and 
soundest lawyers in the country. He became well known in a s~ort lime- was 
in politics a republican-a~quircd the estCCf!l ~nd confidence of his ~ountrymen, 
to which his honest, conststent and undevinung advocacy. of tho rights of. the 
occupyina claimants contributed not a little. Ho was appointed by the l l•g1sla­
t11rc of f(cntucky to defend the occupying claimant l:iw.s _before the supremo 
court of tho Unitecl St11t11a 1111CI n11nins t tho Slnto or Virg1111a- a trust wl11ch ho 
discharged with great nbility nn~ ii~ n ,1~ry ~ati~focto~y 111•11.111cr to hi~ count.rymcn. 

Jutlgo llibb has been three tunes chwf Jll~llco ol tho S tuto of l\cntucky_- lho 
second time upon tho reorganization or tho court .or appc;ils al tho session of 
1824-5-consequently bolongecl to tho 11ew court side of 1he ol!l and 11cw court 
<tuostion, by which th e Sta to was so long ;1ml so Cc~rrully ng1taled nbou l that 
tuno o.nd of courso bolievocl in tho compoloncy of tho lcg1sh~tnro to cna~t what were 
l'lll10

1J 1·e/irj laws- i11r.h11Jin<r 111W8 for tho Stay or l 'XCClll!IHI, rt•p)CVlll laWd, and 
laws for tho vnhmtion ol' proj1ur1y tnlrnn in cxcculion-\yi1hon~ which power, tho 
Jcgislative branch of tho government would seem to be rnt pertcc~. 

Judrro Dibb has been twice elected lo tho senato of lho llnned ~lalcs:-thc 
last t~110 whon Genmnl h ckson was fir st elected president of tho Umtc<l Statc_s 
- to whom he gave hiH cordial support, both when 1he.l!cnernl was fir~t a cand1· 
date in 182·1 , and whon he was elected in 1828-wlu~h support w~s m a ~hurt 
time with<lmwn, however. W hn t c;111so of dissat.isfaellon .he had wllh that illus­
trious patriot, is but im perfectly known to the wrner of tl11s sl.wtch. 

Upon the Judge's retirement from ~he. Sco~te, h~ was. appornted chanccllo: of 
tho chancery court of the city of Loutsvtllc, m wluch t11bunal he fully su~tained 
his high character as an able and impartial administrator of j ustice. And rn that 
office he continued until invited in 184'1, by President ~ylcr, to. take. charge of tho 
treasury department of the United States. From this he reured m 1845, upon 

•The respective friends of Col. Grnnl nud Cnpt. Sonders, clnimcd for their commander the honor 
of shooting 1hi1 lndinn. . l · d tit t 'fhe skccch or Juclge Dibb propc_rly belonir• 10 Frnnktm or Jcrfou on, 1u1 w1u 1101 roce'.vc un 
a!ler \ho Jescriptiou1 or tho.so counties were stcrcol)'pcd. 
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