






































































































































































































































































Jonathan Custer. There has been some disbelief that

there could be a John and a Jonathan in the same

&mily. Having these two names is quite common,
especially in Scotch-Irish &milies. It is a bit unusual
for German fomilies to use both John and Jonathan in

naming their children. They are two distinct first
names, and not a nicknan^ or alternate one to the
other. However, the end conclusion is the same, that
this lineage stems from Paul Custer and his wife Sarah
Martha Ball.

Brian Cartwright has pointed to some of the naming
patterns in the femily, as a way of sorting out the
father of John Custer. Quoting him: "John Sr had
sons John, Abraham, Jacob and Frederick. John Jr.
has sons Henry, Jacob, Abraham, Philip, Frederick and
John. Abraham had Jacob, Abraham, Henry and
Emanuel. Jacob had John, Jacob and Samuel.
Frederick had Jacob, Frederick, William, John and
Michael." According to the naming patterns, John's
father should be Jacob or John. The Paulus Kiister

family has never used the traditional German naming
patterns for naming their children. I think this is
probably because the Kusters are fi*om the northen
part of Germany almost to the Holland boarder. Most
of the other German settlers to Pennsylvania came
fi"om southern Germany, along the Rhine River.

While no primary source states who the parents of
John Custer are, there are numerous secondary
sources and family traditions which build the case for
his parents being Paul and Sarah Martha (Ball) Custer.
Here is the association file on John:

4/99

moved to Paulus 1\5\3

(file Tobias.3.1) Tobias disk\3\0

John Custer was bom about 1731 in
Pennsylvania, the son of Paul and Sarah Martha (Ball)
Custer. John married Margaret. Is this Margartha
Bleistein who married John Philip Custer 28
November 1752 at Christ Church, Upper Tulpehocken
Township, Berks County, Pennsylvama? He was
enrolled sometime during 1780-1781 at Private Fifth
Class in Captain John Moore's Second Battalion,
Lancaster County Militia in which he served at a
substitute for Abraham Sebolt. This tour of duty went
to Bucks County according to the Muster Roll of the
5th, 6th and 7th Classes dated 1781. During

1780-1783, he enrolled in Captain Wendel Weaver's
Seventh Company, Second Battalion, Lancaster
County Militia. In 1790, they lived in Franklin
County, Penn^lvania in that part of the coimty which
was said to lie outside of the named townships of
Fanett, Hamilton, Letterkenny, Montgomery and
Peters. In 1790, there were eleven persons in his
household. John died in 1812 at Quemahoning
Township, Somerset County, Pennsylvania. His will
was dated 13 July 1811, and was proved 24 August
1812:

[Will is written in German — translation]

I, Johannes Kustert, of Strassbache, write this will for the
benefit of my housewife, Margretta. Margretta is to have my
house and stable as long as she wants it ot lives there or can
hold it, and any one cow that she wants. Ond bed, one large
kettle, (Mie anall k^le, aie spinning wheel, all kitchai utensils
that she brought, one large chest and all that is in it, one dozen
pewter spoons. Witness this, my hand an seal this day, July 13,
1811. If she leaves the farm she is to have $300 in cash, with
the above mentioned articles.

Johannes Custert (seal)

Christian Blauch

Jacob Blauch

His estate papers (#1812) name his wife, Margaret,
and the following children: Abraham, Jacob, John,
Frederick, Barbara and Catherine:

Somerset County SS The Commonwealth of Pennsylvania

To Frederick Kuster - Take notice that the last will &
Testament of John Kuster deed has this day been proven in the
Register's Office for said County & you are hereby cited to
appear at the next Orphans Court to be held for said County on
the last Monday in August inst at Somerset to shew cause if any
you have why the Letters of Administration granted to you
should not be revoked & disanulled. Witness my hand and seal
of office this 24th day of August 1812.

Alexander Ogle, Register

I, Margaret Custer, widow of John Custer, deed late of
Quemahoning Township Somerset County, do herby renounce
my right to the administration upon the Estate of my said
husband & also I acknowledge I have reed frcrni Frederick
Custer the administrator with the will annexed & the several
articles bequeadied to me the will of my said husband whidi
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is in full satisfaction of my dower or third of the pension of
Estate of said deceased. Witness my hand &. seal the eleventh
day of September AD 1812.

her

Margrate X Kustard (seal)
Witnesses mark

Peter Berkey
Johanes (_?__)

To the honorable the Judges of the Court of Common Pleas of
the County of Somo^ now (xxnprising an Orphans Court in &
for Said County 28th December Anno Domini 1812 —

The Petition of Fredmck Custard on of the heirs of John

Custard late of Comenaugh Township in said County deceased

& possessed then & there did find that the same could not be
divided & parted to and among the parties in the said writ
named without prejudice to & spoiling the whole thereof: And
tha'ekn^ the Inquest aforesaid on their oath and affirmations as
aforesaid have valued & appraised the same at the sum of three
Dollar acre. In Testamony vdiereof as well the said Sheriff
as the foquest afixesaid have to this Inquisition interchangeably
set their hands & seals. Elated the day & year first above
written.

his

Joseph e Berky (seal)
mark

Frank Neff Shff (seal)

Daniel Shaver (seal) Peter Berky (seal)

other signatures

Humbly Sheweth ~ That your Petitioners said Father lately died
Intestate leaving a Widow to wit Margaret and issue six
children to wit, Fredk (your Petitioner), John, Jacob, Abraham,
Barbara intermarried with Henry Reed & Catharine
intermarried with William Fenlow, and that the said Intestate
deed seized in his demesne as of fee of and in a certain

messuage or one undivided half of two hundred and sixty acres
of land or thereabouts situate in Comenmaugh Township in
Said County with the appurtenances, Your Petitioner therefore
humbly prays your honours to award an Inquest to make
partition of the premises aforesaid to and amongst the children
and Rq)resentations ofthe said Intestate in such manner and in
such proportions as by the laws of this Commonwealth is
directed if such partition can be made without prejudice to or
Spoiling the uiiole, but if such partition cannot be made thereof
as afo-esaid, then to value & appraise the same & make Report
of their proceedings acceding to Law. And he will ever prayed
etc.

his

Fredk X Custard

mark

Inquisiticm indicted and taken at the house of John Custard
in the County of Sennas <m the thirteenth day of May eighteen
hundred & thirteen. Befwe Frederick Neff Esquire high Sheriff
of the County aforesaid, by virtue of a writ of Partition or
Valuation to him directed and to this Inquisition amen, the
oaths of Joseph Berky, Daniel Shaver, Philip Cocker, Henry
Gibler, William LaDoras, and Andrew Wertz. Amd the solemn
affirmations of Peter Berky, Micahel Spitzer, Peter Spitzer,
Christian Kaufinan, Jo^h Miller and John Bumdryer.
free honest & lawful men of this Bailiwick who on their oaths
and afiSrmaticms afixesaid do say that foey wont to the messuage
& pranises >^ereof J(^ Custard in the Writ named deed seized

Their children:

1. Marie Barbara Custer bom about 1759; confirmed
1773 age 14, Christ Lutheran Church, Upper
Tulpehocken Township, Berks County, PA; married
Henry Reed.

2. John Custer bom about 1762; confirmed 1779 at
age 17 Christ Lutheran Church, Upper Tulpehocken
Township, Berks County, PA; married Elizabeth
(surname unknown); died 1828 in what later became
Paint Township of Somerset County, PA.

3. Abraham Custer bom 1764 Cumberland County (in
a part that later became Franklin County), PA; married
Susanna Long; died 1834 in Quemahoning Township,
Somerset County, PA.

4. Jacob Custer bom 1765 Franklin County, PA;
married Catherine (surname unknown); died 1819
Jenner Township, Somerset Coimty, PA.

5. Catherine Elizabeth Custer bom about 1768;
confirmed 1782 at age 14 Christ Lutheran Church;
married William Fenlow; died after December 1812.

6. Frederick Custer bom 6 July 1773 PA; married
Molly Staehr Stare/Starr, married second Elizabeth
Stover about 1800; died 24 April 1841 Conemaugh
Township, Somerset County, PA.

Sources:

Custor, ChestCT Eugene; Descendants of Tobias Custer ca
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1710-1765, Volume 28.

Post, Jdm; S(Mne of the Descendants of John Philip Custer and
Margaret Bleistein; page 1.
Somerset County, Pa Will Files #13 & #21, Book , p 483
letter ShirlQr Michael ~ 6 March 1985
Pennsylvania ArchivesNFiflh Series, Vol 7, pp 135,161 & 182
Colenan, Eames H.; A Custer Family (1957), pp 17-18,
138-139, 145, 148, & 151.
1790 census Pa, Franklin County
Jno Custard

4M+16 5F

2M-16

1800 census Pa, Franklin County, Lt, p 43/315/925
John Custard Senr

1M45+ IF 26-45

IM -10

1810 census Pa, Somerset County, Quemahoning Twp, p 413
John Kuster Sr

1M45+ 1F45+

3/99

Catherine (Valentine) Caster
6randmolher of Gon. Georeo Cutter

Catherine Custer Burke of Rowlesburg West
Virginia answered the query in the last issue
and supplied us with the proof that Catherine
Valentine did marry John Custer. John and
Catherine were the great-great-great
grandparoits of Catherine Burke. Hoye's
Picmeer Families of Garrett County (MD) on
page 161 incorrectly lists John Custer as
marrying a member of the Garlitz femily.
AcccH'ding to Catherine Burice, Hoye took this
misinfmrnation fr<Mn an earlier publication
(1896), 'Brown's Miscellaneous Writings,"

by Jacob Brown.

(file Paulus. 1.4.9.2) Paulus 1 disk\4\9-2

John Custer was bom 26 February 1782 in
Colebrookdale Township, Berks County,
Pennsylvania, son of Emanuel and Anna Mana
(Fedele) Cluster. John married Catharine Valentine 11
May 1801. Catharine was bom 10 October 1783 in
Pennsylvania. John was a blacksmith. John died 16
December 1830 at Cresaptown, Allegany County,
Maryland. Catharine died 15 August 1877 (according

to her tombstone, but her death certificate says the
date of death is 8 August 1877) in Clarksburg,
Harrison County, West Virginia, and is buried in the
Custer Cemetery, Harrison County, West Virginia.
She was 94 years old. She was a woman of
remarkable physical constitution and mental vigor,
according to a local newspaper.

recukd

M A B B r A O B B - 0 K 0 B A B L B." I B

Carriages.

Bible record of Ruth Ellen Dawson Custer

Their children:

1. John W. Custer bom 29 February 1803
Cresaptown, Allegany (Uounty, MD; died August
1803.

2. Ann Custer bom 26 June 1804 Cresaptown,
Allegany County, MD; married Frederick Wagner 6
September 1821 Cresaptown, Allegany Ounty, MD;
died 10 November 1848 Leachtown, Wood County,
WV.

3. Emanuel Henry Custer bom 10 December 1806
Cres^town, Allegany County, MD; mamed Matilda
Viers 7 August 1828 New Rumley, OH; married
Maria (Ward) Kirkpatrick 23 February 1836 New
Rumley, OH; died 17 November 1892 Frenchtown,
Monroe County, MI.

4. Mary Custer bom 23 February 1811 Cresaptown,
Allegany C!ounty, MD; married John George Isenhart
24 November 1829 Cresaptown, Allegany County,
MD; died 7 February 1895 Clarksburg, Harrison
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County, WV.

5. George Washington Ouster bom 21 November
1815 Cresaptown, AUegany County, MD; married
Sidney Ann Reed; died TX.

6. James Cresap Ouster bom 11 June 1817
Cresaptwon, AUegany County, MD; mamed Ruth
EUen Dawson 24 Novemte 1836 Frostburg,
Cumberland County, MD; died 16 February 1881
Clarksburg, Harrison Coimty, WV, buried Ouster
Cemetery, Harrison County, WV.

7. Alexander S Ouster bom 15 April 1819
Cresaptown, AUegany County, MD; married Elizabeth
Logston 21 September 1837 Frostburg, Cumberland
County, MD; died 22 November 1891 Clarksburg,
Harrison County, WV, buried Ouster Cemetery,
Harrison County, WV.

8. Ellen Ouster bom 22 February 1825 Cresaptown,
AUegany County, MD; married Jefferson FrankUn
Pierce 7 Jime 1849 Wood County, VA; married
WUliam Vinden; died 1893, buried Rowlesburg,
Preston County, WV.

Sources:

Death certificate of Catherine (Valentine) Ouster.
Family Bible owned by Ruth Ellen (Dawson) Ouster.
Biographical sk^h of Catherine Ouster; Clarksburg Telegram;
8 April 1876.
Printout ofthe Ouster Cemetery, Harrison County, WV, p. 432.
Ouster, Chester Eugene; Descendants of John Ouster
(1782-1830)
Ouster, Mile; Ouster Genealogies (1944), pp 59, 61, 62 & 64.
1810 census, Maryland, AUegany County, 5th Dist, p 36.
John Ouster

IM 26-45 IF 45-^

IM 16-26 IF 26-45

2M -10 IF -10

1820 census, Maryland, AUegany Co, p 22
John Ouster

1M45-I- IF 45-1-

IM 26-45 IF 16-26

IM 10-16 IF 10-16

3M -10

1870 census West Virginia, Pferrison Co, Clark Twp, p 87,
#190

John E Isenhart 63 MD blacksmith

Mary " 60 MD

EppaS " 18 VA
Catherine Ouster 80 VA

James " 25 Ml

Sidney E " 23 VA
Virginia Henderson 18VA

engineer

servant

Carra Lindsay (1898 - 1999)
Our Oldest Member

Carra Lindsay's daughter has notified the association
that her mother passed away a few days before her
1 OF'birthday. "Carra would have been 101 on March
3,1999 but I am sorry to report that she passed away
on February 26, 1999. We had the funeral on her
birthday. It was upbeat, sad though joyous and warm.
The church was nearly fuU, which meant a lot, as she
had outUved most of her fiiends. The church women
put on a buffet and we had a birthday cake as part of
the buffet."

Carra was bom March 3, 1898 in Conway, Iowa,
daughter of William H. and Lucy E. (Custer) Nendick.
Her lineage is: Paulus Kiister (1644 - 1708); Arnold
Kuster(1699 - 1739); Nicholas Kuster (1706 - 1784);
John Custer (1736- 1812); Christian Custer (1780 -
1852); Paul Custer (1822 - 1898); Lucy Elizabeth
"Lizzie" (Custer) Nendrick (1857 - 1938); Carra
(Nendrick) Linsay (1898 - 1999). Carra was a long
time member of the association and always had her
dues paid at least two years in advance, so she
wouldn't miss an issue of The News-Caster. Her
daughter will continue membership in the association
and her research.

Volume XVII Number 2
June 1999



Missing Cousins

The association archives contains a number

of old photos which are Ainidentified. The
notebook with these photos has been to
several association reunions with some

success. However, to get more coverage we

plan to publish several of the photos in each
issue of The News-Caster and Patricia Caster

will post the photos on our association web
page. If you recognize the people in any of
these photos please contact our archivist, Jean
M. White, either by e-mail or snail mail.

The following three photos were taken by Geo.
Burgoyne in Manhattan, Kansas.

- f
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pamphlet listing the microfilm that is available at the
Clayton Library in Houston, Texas. Donated by
Clayton Library.

Notes From the Society Of Friends On Quaker
Records, Friends Historical Library, Swarthmore
College, Swarthmore, PA 19107.

New Jersey From Colony To State, 1609-1789, by
Richard McCormick (19^), 191 pages.

O'Toole's Obediant Orb, by Gaylord B. Castor.

"Paulas Kusters From Kaldenkirchen and His
Ancestors" (1954), by WUliamNiepoth, translated by
Guido Kusters.

"Pennsylvania Records and Notes," donated by
Maritynn Miller. Three (3) pages of notes taken firom
Pennsylvania files.

Pioneers Of Cra\iford County, Pennsylvania,
1788-1800, by Robert D. Ilisevich (1985), 47 pages.

"Platte Valley, Nebraska Books, Gifts, and
Genealogical Supplies", a (January, 1982) catalog.

Publications Of the Pennsylvania German Society,
Volume III (1970), 179 pages.

Seven Marstellers And Their Lineal Descendants, by
John Andrew Thon:q)son Marsteller (1938), 32 pages.
Donated by Addie Ludwig of Ottumwa, Iowa.

*Some Caster/Castor Genealogies, Castor Family
Association (1985)

**Tobias Kuster Descendants, compiled by Garry L.
Custer (1992), 219 pages.

Vom Rhein zum Delaware, Krefelder grundeten,
1683, Germantown [From the Rhine To the Dele ware,
Krefelders Found Germantown In 1683], by Ernest
Koppen (1983), 82 pages (in German). Donated by
Leo Wastler of WastlerEscorted Travel, Inc.

Windber-Johnstown Area Genealogical Society
Newsletters (August, 1889 and November, 1989).

♦Another copy is being made fi:om personal books of
some of the members.
♦♦A copy of this is in the archives and will be moved
to the lending library when the information is
integrated into the fiimily files.

Martha Anna Custer

KimbCTly Ann Sanchez, a new member, sent
us the following obituary and biographical
sk^h of ho" ancestor. Using the information
in the articles and the loose files in the
archives, a file was oxistructed on the parents
and grandparents of Martha Anna.

Seattle Post Intelligencer - July 23, 1958

Mrs. Mattie Zobrist, 95, State Pioneer, Succumbs

Mrs. Mattie Custer Zobrist, 95, a Washington State
pioneer of Acnte, Whatcom County, died in the Sedro
Woolley Memorial Hospital Monday.

Biography: Bom in Indiana; related to General Custer
and the pioneer Denny femily; came to Park, Whatcom
County, as a bride more than 70 years ago. She and
husband Fred Zobrist, who died in 1944, established a
trading post and pack train at the head of Lake
Whatcom in 1886, furnished supplies and
transportation to persons from the East who came out
to take
up timber claims. Later they opened a hotel and a
general store at Acme.

Survivors: One daughter: Mrs. Ida Everts, Lake
Whatcom four sons: Fred of Park; Herb, Seattle, Paul,
Los Angeles; and Ralph Zobrist, San Diego; 17
grandchildren and 22 great-grandchildren.

Services: Jones Funeral Home, Bellingham, 1p.m.
today; burial, Saxon Cemetery, Whatcom County.
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Biogr^hical Sketch of Martha Anna Custer written by
a family member.

The Fred Zobrist family has to be described as a
unique femily for the times in which they lived and
grew up. Most children didn't get through the eighth
grade but went to work on the farm or apprenticed to
the grocer, or in the mills, or the woods at an early
age, which was hardly into
the teens.

Martha Anna Custer was bom in Napoleon, Indiana on
the 16'*' day of February 1863. Napoleon was a Swiss
settlement. She had a third grade education. Of
course, those were the days of the Civil War and the
country was in chaos. She told of wanting to go to
school and of eventually being hired to work for a
Jewish family when she was in her early teens.

Mattie had three brothers, Jacob, Henry and John as
well as a cousin Albert, who became the first
postmaster of Custer, Washington. Fred Zobrist
preempted a timber clain at the head of Lake Whatcom
while the Custer Brothers started a store at Blue

Canyon. In 1886 Fred went back to Versailles,
Indiana and married Martha Anna Custer. Her father

gave her $100.00 as a dowry or wedding present. She
said that her new husband used it for their train fare

out west. They
came back to the south end of Lake Whatcom at Blue

Canyon to prove up on his claim in 1891. They
established a store, a way station (inn), and a pack
train to pack goods and travelers into the south Fork
of the Nooksack river valley. Mattie(she didn't like
the name Martha) lost one baby due to an accident.
She said that she fell in one of the rowboats causing
the loss of the baby. Her first bom daughter was Ida
Magdalene bom April 29, 1889. Ida was 15 months
old when they were forced to move to Acme due to
the feet that J. H. Bloedel was building a railroad fi*om
Bellingham to Wickersham to connect with the
Northem Pacific Railroad there. The railroad would

go through their home and yard disrupting their
enterprise. So they packed and went to
Acme to settle down in a well used log cabin. Two
more daughters were bom, Gertrude M. in 1890 and
Esther in 1892. Then came the first bom son

Frederick Jacob, July 31,1894. He was possibly the

last of the brood to be bom in the log cabin as the next
we heard of the femily was that they were living in the
hotel where Mattie, with some help, ran the boarding
house and post office. Another son was bom, Paul
Henry, then Mildred Elizabeth, then two more sons,
Herbert and Ralph.

All the children, fi-om their stories, had a happy
childhood, although the older girls complained that
they had to care for the younger children and new
babies as they came along. The family condition
inproved with the passage of time. A new home was
buik in 1901 or 2 before the last son, Ralph was bom.
Mother Zobrist now spent all her time taking care of
her house and growing family.

Mattie believed in and wanted education for her
children and she spurred them on in that direction.
She instilled in them a sense to do better and a pride
that they were someone and the Zobrist femOy was a
notch above. All of the children had a better than

average education for the times in which they lived.
Two girls were teachers, one had a business schoolmg
training. Two of the boys graduated from the
University of Washingtoa Fred, because there was no
high school in the area, went with Cousin Hugh Custer
to Washington State University to complete his high
school courses.

While the association has no file on Mattie's femily,
the fellowing was put together fi*om the loose notes in
the Ripley County, Indiana file:

Casper Custer was bom 11 April 1830 in Brienz,
Switzerland, the son of John and Margaret Kuster. He
emigrated to the United States in 1855 with his
parents and settled in Napoleon, Ripley County,
Indiana. Hemarried Anna Flick about 1861. Anna

was bom 17 July 1828 in Brienz, Switzerland. They
were members of the German Reformed Church.

Casper died 19 February 1914. Anna died 2 May
1895 near Holton, Indiana. They are both buried at
Holton, Indiana.

Their children:

1. Jacob D. Kuster bom 1 January 1862 IN;-married
Maggie Warman.

Volume XVII Number 2 32 June 1999



2. Martha Anna Kuster bom 16 February 1863 IN;
married Fred Zohrist; died July 1958 Bellingbam, WA,
buried Saxon Cemetery, Wbatcom County, WA.

3. John C. Kuster bom 1865 IN.

4. Peter "Henry". Kuster bom 1867 IN; married W.
Bertha Bluetbgen 15 November 1887 Ripley County,
IN.

5. Ida S. Kuster bom 1872 IN.

Sources:

Tq)h Miscellany. Notes & Incomplete Scraps of Miss Violet E.
T(q)h 1878-1956; Ripley County Historical Society; Versailles,
IN; FHL film #1312796.

1870 Census Ripley County, IN; p. 210.
133/134

Casper Kuster 40 Swit farmer
Anna 42 Swit

Jacob D 8 IN

Anna M 7 IN

John C 5 IN

Peter H 3 IN

1880 Census Otter Creek Twp., Ripley County, IN; ED159; p.
15/494

#143

Casper Kuster 50 Swit Swit Swit forming
Anna 52 Swit Swit Swit

Jacob D 17 IN Swit Swit works on form

Martha 16 IN Swit Swit

John C 14 IN Swit Swit works on farm

Peter H 12 IN Swit Swit works on form

Ida S 8 IN Swit Swit

John Kuster was bom in 1794 in Switzerland. He

married Margaret (surname unknown). John and bis
family emigrated firom Switzerland to Ripley County,
Indiana in 1855. John died before 1870, as be is not

on that census.

Their children:

1. John Kuster bom 1826

Barbara (surname unknown).
Switzerland; married

2. Casper Kuster bom 11 April 1830 in Brienz,
Switzerland; married Anna Flick about 1861; died 19
February 1914, buried Holton, IN.

3. Margaret Kuster fom 1837 Switzerland; married
Peter Eckler about 1858.

Sources:

1860 Census Jackson Twp., Ripley County, IN; p. 22
156/156

John Cooster

Margaret
Casper
Peter Eckler

Margaret Eckler
Margaret Eckler

p. 23
158/158

John Cooster

Barbara

John

Barbary
Margaret
Elizabeth

Peter

66 Swit farmer

63 Swit

30 Swit former

30 Swit former

23 Swit

1/12 IN

34 Swit farmer

33 Swit

12 Swit

9 Swit

7 Swit

3 Swit

1 IN

Qailt Projeef fbr Reanion 2000

From the desk of Marilyn Posten Conference
Coordinator:

I propose putting together a quilt to tell the family
histories of the CAOA members. It can then be a

traveling Ambassador for the Castor Association.
Each host site will retain custody of the quilt for two
years and then pass it on to the next conference site.
While the host site has the quilt it can be displayed at
the local libraries, genealogical societies and other
events where people can see it.

How can you help? The quilt needs 66 14" squares of
unbleached muslin. Each square needs to have
something that depicts family history. This could be a
family tree, a picture of someone, a picture of a
significant building or ...you can use your imagination.
These would be embroidered onto the square. The
center of the quilt will be a 41" by 28" rectangle of
unbleached muslin which will have a tree with the

wording Paulus and Gertmde Kuster Descendants.
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Castor Family

Queries

Need information on the family of
James T. and Cynthia (Johnson)
Kaster. James born 1801 OH; died
about 1868, buried Aspen Grove
Cemetery, Burlington, Des Moines
County, lA. Family moved to lA about
1840 from Shelby County, IN. Eleven
children including: Louisa m.
Alexander W. Gordon 1840 Des Moines

County, lA.

Janis Goodnow Taylor; 10619 W 96;
Overland Park KS 66214-2211.

Need information on the descendants

of Gerhard Evert and Anna Gesina

(Aldekamp) Koester family. Gerhard b.
August 1796 Hanover, Germany; d. 27
August 1846 Minster, Augiaize County,
OH. Emigrated from Germany 1845 on
ship "Albert" to Baltimore. Seven
children including: Louisa b. 16 July
1837 Oden Camp, Germany; m. Joshua
Rohr 27 November 1856 Miami County,
OH.

Elaine Musick; 243 Crystal Valley Or;
Cibolo TX 78108.

Who are the parents of Peter Keister b.
about 1813 York County, PA; d. 5
November 1891 Decatur, Macon
County, IL. He m. Susan Fetrow about
1838. Children: Mary (1839-1918),
John F. (1843-1918)& Julius (1847-
1898).

Carol Warren; PO Box 835193;
Richardson TX 75083-5193

When planning your design be sure to leave a 2"
border for the quilting process. This means your
design will fit within a 12" by 12" square even though
the material is 14" square.

NOTE: So that your design on the web please send
with your choice of square to:

Patricia Caster

PO Box 955

Windsor, CA 95492-0955

She will be forward forward the designs to me.

Assigned Squares:

Square 19 ~ Denise Kester
Square 20 ~ Ken Custer, Brenda Randall, Doris

Custer

Square 21 — Ken Custer, Brenda Randall, Doris
Custer

Square 55 ~ VirgU Kester
Square ?? ~ PoUy Custer

New Members

Carolyn Lindsey Ferguson; P.O. Box 13676;
Spokane WA 99213.

D. Bruce Custer; 1405 N. Green; Hoisington KS
67544-1533; (316) 653-4575 sncuster@ink.org.

David Martin; Longstreet House; PO Box 730;
Hightstown NJ 08520-0730

DeanL. )Mlliams; 1104 Alenwood Ave.; Hagerstown
MD 21742-3027; (301)733-1454
DWILL11719@aol.com

Donald Mark Phillips; 31 Eleven O'Clock Rd; Weston
CT 06883-2548 (203) 454-3800 research@snet.net
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Missing Cousins

The following photos are in the association archives, but nothing is known about their identity or lineage. If you
recognize any of the photos please contact the association archivist with the information.

back: Noah

April 24"^ 186
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Proofs of the Wife's Maiden Name

Alexander J. Hall of Fairview Village, PA has sent us copies of two wills from Mongomery County, PA that prove
the wife's maiden name of two of the descendants of Hermanus Custer. The first will is that of George Shutt,
father-in-law of Peter Custer [Paulus 5-1-1-2], The second will is that of Elizabeth Arp, mother-in-law of William
Custer [Paulus 5-1-1-2-4], Alex writes that there is some confusion as to the name of William's wife, as she is
listed as Mary Ann on her tombstone and in this will, while her obituary and the cemetery record lists her as Mary
Elizabeth,
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Castor Family

Peter Keister
2/99 P-Peter MISC disk\Keister\2

2/99

Much of the following information came
from member Carol Warren. Can any of
our other members add to this or document

the parents of Peter Kesiter?

(file Peter Keister) P-Peter MISC disk\Keister\0

Peter Keister was bom about 1813 in York

County, Pennsylvania. Is Peter the son of Jacob
Kister who was enumerated in Fairview Township in
1820 and 1830 census? Peter married about 1838

Susan Fetrow in York County. Susan was bom in
1818 in York County, Pennsylvania, the daughter of
Abraham and Mary Fetrow. They located 1849 in
Macon Coimty, Illinois. Peter died 5 November
1891 at Decatur, Macon County, Illinois. Susan
died 4 March 1901 at Decatur, Macon County,
Illinois. They are both buried in the Boiling Springs
Cemetery, Hickory Paint Township, Macon County,
Illinois.

Children of Peter and Susan:

1. Mary Keister bom 1839 PA; died 1841.

2. John F Keister bom 1843 PA; married Nancy
Weaver 31 May 1866 Macon County, IL; died 12
January 1918 Macon Coimty, IL.

3. Julius Keister bom 1847 PA; married Matilda
"Tillie" Good 15 May 1869 Macon County, IL; died
4 December 1898 Macon County, IL.

Sources:

E-mail Carol Warren, Richardson, TX -1999
letter Carol L Arrowood ~ 11 May 1991
1840 census Pa, York Co, Fairview Twp, p 190
Peter Kester

IM 20-30 IF 20-30

IF -5

Not found on 1850 Illinois Census

lode up 1860 census Illinois, Macon Co, p 123
Peter Kiester

orange CO'JNTV CALIFORNIA
UL-i ji-MLwUiUML bUClETY

John F. Keister was bom 16 May 1842 in
Pennsylvania, the son of Peter and Susan (Fetrow)
Keister. He married Nancy Weaver 31 May 1866 in
Macon County, Illinois. Nancy was bom in 1854 in
Pennsylvania. John died 12 January 1918. Nancy
died 26 December 1925. They are both buried in
the Boiling Springs Cemetery, Hickory Point
Township, Macon County, Illlinois.

Children of John and Nancy;
1. Charles Keister bom 1867 IL; married Vema
Taggart 21 November 1888 Macon County, IL; died
4 March 1891, buried Boiling Springs Cemetery,
Hickory Point Twp., Macon County, IL.

2. Mary Keister bom 1870 IL.

3. Samuel Keister bom 1874; died 7 December
1878, buried Boiling Springs Cemetery, Hickory
Point Twp., Macon County, IL.

4. Franklin Keister bom 1877 IL

5. Harriet Keister bom 1879 IL; married Fred
Moore 21 September 1898 Macon County, IL; died
about 1906.

1880 census Illinois, Macon Co, ED 157, p 12
John F Keister

Nancy "
Charley"
Mary "
Franklin "

Harriet "

Jacob Billett

Julius Keller

Anna Strope

37

31 wife

13 son

10 dau

3 son

1 dau

31

18

15 adopted

Pa

111

Pa

111

2/99 P-Peter MISC disk\Keister\3

Julius Keister was bom in 1847 in Pennsylvania, the
son of Peter and Susan (Fetrow) Keister. He
married Matilda "Tillie" Good 15 May 1869 Macon
County, Illinois. Tillie was bom 17 Febmary 1849,
the daughter of Peter and Catherine (Zorger) Good.
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Julius died 4 December 1898. Tillie died 11
December 1929. They are both buried in the Boiling
Springs Cemetery, Hickory Point Township, Macon
County, Illinois.

Children of Julius and Tillie:
1. John L. Keister bom 1870; died 1946, buried
Boiling Springs Cemetery, Hickory Point Twp.,
Macon County, IL.

2. Emma S. Keister bom 8 November 1871; married
Henry McDermott 15 August 1889 Macon County,
IL; died 14 September 1942.

3. Peter Keister bom 15 March 1874; married
Minnie Trimmer 24 October 1900 Macon

County,IL; died 9 November 1943, buried Boiling
Springs Cemetery, Hickory Point Twp., Macon
County, IL.

4. Norman Keister bom 1 June 1875; died 26
December 1862.

5. Arthur Keister bora Get 1881.

6. Frank Keister.

Sources:

E-mail Carol Warren, Richardson, TX - 1999
1880 census Illinois, Macon Co, ED 154, p 16
Julius Keister 32 PA

Tillie " 31 PA

John " 10 IL

Emma " 8IL

Peter " 6IL

Norman " 4IL

James A. Castor of NY and Ontario

This is one of the association's many
miscellaneous files, which do not appear to
fit into a particular line. However, the clues
are evident that James probably is a
descendant of John DeCastorer. There two

unrelated Castor lines who live in the Red

Fern, New York area. However, the
descendants of John DeCastorer are ones

who go into occupations which are artistic

ow.y ^
or musical. They are also the ones who list
their background as Spanish (although John
DeCastorer was French) on the Canadian
census.

5/00 (file James A Castor) John MISC disk/JamesA/0

James Albert Castor was bom about 1832 in
Red Fem, New York. Joseph married first
McDonegal. James married second
McCallister. One wife was named Ruth. Ruth
was bom about 1843 in Quebec Province. In 1855,
James was a steward on a steamer that plyed
between Chicago and Coilingwood, Ontario, and
settled in Coilingwood. James started the first
laundry in Coilingwood. In 1857, the steamer
discontinued and James took up plastering, and
fishing for a time. Early in the seventies, James
entered the photography business and associated
with a Mr Davis. James later assumed the business,
and about 1900 retired leaving the business to his
sons. James died March 1901 in Coilingwood,
Ontario, Canada, and was buried at the Coilingwood
United Church (Methodist) Cemetery.

Their children:

1. Sarah Castor bom about 1860 in Ontario.

2. Robert John Castor bom about 1862 in Ontario;
lived in Marshall, Oklahoma, was a photographer.

3. Harvey B Castor bom about 1864 in Ontario.

4. Albert Godfi^ey Castor bom about 1867 in
Ontario; married A Cobem in Pike, New York, he
was a photographer.

5. Ira Castor bom about 1871 in Ontario; lived in
Chicago, Illinois, was a mason..

6. Emma Castor bom about 1873 in Ontario.

7. Sherman Castor bom about 1875 in Ontario.

8. Paul Castor bom about 1879 in Ontario; married
25 December 1901 Maude P Moore in Kentville,
Nova Scotia, was a photographer, died 1?48 in
Edmonton, Alberta, Canada.
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Sources:

1881 census, Ontario, Collingwood (reel C13251, p 13)
James A Castor 49 m US Spanish photographer

Quebec Scotch
Ont Spanish

Ruth

Sarah

38 f

21 f

?RobtJ

Harv^B
Alberto

Ira

?Emma

Charman

Paul

19m

17m

14 m

10m

8f

6 m

2 m

1891 census, Ontario, Collingwood (reel T6368, p 74)
James Castor 59 US US photographer
Ruth 49 wife Que Scotland
Godfrey 29 son Ont US photographer
Sherman 16 son " "

Paul 12 son " "

Collingwood Enterprise Messenger^ 21 March 1901, p 1, col
5.

Death called James A Castor rather suddenly last
Sunday Morning. While he had been in poor health for some
time, nothing serious was anticipated, and he was around the
house as usual on Saturday. The deceased was 69 years of
age and leaves a wife and grown family to mourn his loss.

The subject of this sketch was one of the best known
photographers in this section and his work compared
favorably with that produced from the best studios of the
larger cities.

Mr Castor came to Collingwood in 1855 as steward on
one of the steamers then plying between this port and
Chicago and was the first man to start a laundry in
Collingwood. After the line was discontinued in 1857 he
drifted into several occupations. Fishing occupied his
attention for one or two seasons. He then took up plastering
and completed several contracts, one of the last being that of
the Manitoba House. Early in the seventies he entered the
photography business associated with a Mr Davis and
afterwards assumed the business himself conducting it
successfully until about a year ago, when he retired in favor of
his sons.

The funeral took place on Tuesday, to the Methodist
Cemetery.
letter Dr Wm R Castor — 23 Feb 1988

letter Gordon Carter - 17 Apr 1988

5/00 (file James A Castor.4) John MISC disk/JamesA/4

Albert Godfrey Castor was bom about 1867 in
Ontario, son of James Albert Castor. Albert married
A Cobum of Pike, New York. Albert was a
photographer.

Their children:

1. George Castor no issue.

2. Ruth Castor no issue.

3. Naomi Castor no issue.

4. Eunice Castor, married Mr. Veale, one son: H

Veale.

5. Martha Castor no issue.

6. Ana Castor, married Mr. Spaford, two children:
Shirley & Ronald.

7. Albert Castor ~ one son: Donald Castor.

8. Wesley G Castor bom 8 September 1909 in
Woodstock, Ontario, Canada.

9. Ada Castor, no issue.

Sources;

letter Dr Wm R Castor ~ 23 Feb 1988

letter Gordon Carter - 17 Apr 1988

5/00 (file James A Castor.8) John MISC disk/JamesA/8

Paul Castor was bom about 1879 in Ontario,

son of James Albert Castor. Paul was a

photographer. Paul located in Kentville, Nova
Scotia and was in charge of the Platinum Photo
Gallery there. Paul retumed to Collingwood,
Ontario in 1900 to participate in his fether's
photography business. Paul married 25 December
1901 Maude P Moore in Kentville, Nova Scotia,
Reverend Charles deW White officiated. Maude

was the eldest daughter of E T Moore, Esq. Paul
died 1948 in Edmonton, Alberta, Canada.

His child:

1. Paul Clastor was a cartoonist for Hearst

newspapers, lived in Glendale, California.

Sources:

Collingswood Enterprise Messenger; 2 January 1902
The holiday festivities of Christmas were graced in town

by one wedding on Christmas day.
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It was the wedding of Miss Maude P, eldest daughter of the
late E T Moore, Esq. of this town to Mr Paul Castor of
Collingswood, Ont. The event took place at the Rectory, the
knot being tied by the Rev Charles deW White.

The bride, who was given away by her mother, looked
charming in a dress of blue silk, trimmed with veiling and
chiffon which was very becoming. She was attended by her
sister, Miss Jessie, who looked very attractive in a dress of
pink and white muslin. The groom was supported by his
friend, Mr William Sarsfield.

The bride is one of Kentville's popular feir sex and a late
student of Acadia Seminary. The groom lived in this town a
little over a year ago, and had charge of the Platinum Photo
Gallery. Both the bride and groom have many frirads here
and all extend to them the best wishes for a long and happy
wedded life.

After the ceremony, the happy couple drove to Wolfville
behind Moore's greys where the afternoon express was
boarded for Halifax. After a few day's honeymoon in that
city, they will leave for their future in Collingwood, Ont,
where the groom does an extensive business in photography.
~ Kentville (Nova Scotia) Advertiser.

The happy couple arrive home tonight. The
ENTERPRISE extends congratulations.

letter Dr Wm R Castor — 23 Feb 1988

letter Gordon Carter — 17 Apr 1988

5/00 (file James A Castor.4.8) John MISC disk/JamesA/4-8

Wesley G Castor was bom 8 September 1909
in Woodstock, Ontario, Canada, son of Albert

Godfrey and A (Cobum) Castor.

His children:

1. Robert Castor ;three children: Darrel, Douglas, &
Debra.

2. Elizabeth Castor, married Mr. Toderick ; three

sons

3. Barbara Castor, married Mr. Palichik; two

daughters & five sons.

4. William Ross Castor bom 12 August 1935;
married Eleanor F (surname unknown); three
children: Ross, Richard & Catherine.

Sources:

letter Dr Wm R Castor ~ 23 Feb 1988.

John Caster of Berkeley County, VA/WV

5/00 (file John) John MISC disk\John\0

John C Custer was bom 5 May 1819 in
Berkeley County, Virginia, son of parents bom in
Tennessee (his fether may possibly be Finley
Custer). John married 16 April 1844 Martha Casler
in Morgan County, Virginia. Martha was bom 1821
in Morgan County, Virginia. John was a saddler and
former. They lived near Bath, Virginia (later became
West Virginia). Martha died 2 October 1852, aged
31 years and 1 month, and was buried at CooUbnt
Cemetery in Morgan County. John married 1 June
1854 Mary E Vanorsdale in Morgan County,
Virginia. Mary was bom 1835 in Morgan County,
Virginia (now West Virginia), daughter of Reverend
William G Vanorsdale. Mary died 10 May 1892.
John died 6 August 1901. They were buried at
Greenway/ Woodrow Cemetery, Berkeley Springs,
West Virginia.

John and Martha's children:

1. Mary J Custer bom 15 June 1845; died at age 4
months 9 days, buried at Coolfont Cemetery in
Morgan County.

2. Algemon W C Custer bom 16 June 1845; died at
age 6 months 18 days, buried at Coolfont Cemetery
in Morgan County.

3. Emily F Custer bom about 1847 in Bath, Virginia.

4. Jonathan Albert Custer bom about 1847 in Bath.

5. William Henry Custer bom October 1852;
married Elizabeth E (surname unknown), married
about 1899 Fanny G Beall; died 1926, buried at
Union Chapel Church Cemetery in Morgan
County, West Virginia.

John and Mary's children:
6. John Cassidy Custer bom 23 April 1855 in
Morgan Coimty; married 17 April 1878 Annie
Elizabeth Ambrose; died 26 August 1926, buried at
Greenway Cemetery, Berkeley Springs, West
Virginia.
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7. Tennie V Custer bom about 1858; married John

H Payne; died 1932,

8. Mary Virginia "Jennie" Custer bom February
1859; did not marry; died 1932, buried at
Greenway Cemetery.

9. Watson/Walter S "Watt" Custer bom about 1861

(Is this Watson S Custer who married 24
January 1884 Etta Menefifer in Berkeley County?).

10. Melvie E Custer bom about 1864; married
William Dill.

11. Loudusky/Lucinda C Custer bom about 1867;
married Lou Johnson.

12. Clem Thomas Custer bom 1869; married 20
October 1896 Florence May Bird in Berkeley
County, West Virginia; died 1951, buried at
Greenway Cemetery, Berkeley Springs, West
Virginia.

13. Nannie Custer married Samuel McGee.

14. Snow A Custer bom about 1873.

15. Lillian May Custer bom January 1875; married
Reverend WilUam Isaac Cowell.

16. lona May Custer bom August 1881; died 1929,
buried at Greenway Cemetery.

Sources:

Custer Family History - Focused on Ancestors and
Descendants of John Cassicfy Custer (1855-1926) and spouse
Annie Elizabeth Ambrose (1861-1956)\iy Ray R Rice Jr
(1990).
Marriages of Berkeley County, Virginia and West Virginia
(1854-1906); p 64-65.
International Genealogical Index (1984) - West Virginia
1850 census Virginia, Morgan Co, Distr #42, Bath, p 85, #21
John Custer 32 saddler Berkeley Co, Va
Martha " 23 Morgan Co, Va
Emaly " 3 Bath, Morgan Co, Va
Jonathan" 1

Jane Ring 26 Va

1860 census Virginia, Morgan Co, #330
John Custer 41 saddler Va

MaryE " 24

Emily F"
J Albert"

William H"

JC

TV

Mary V "

13

11

9

5(m)
3{f)
1

1870 census West Virginia, Morgan Co, Bath Twp, p 120,
#59-61 Post Office: Bo-keley Springs
John Custer 51 saddler Va

33

15 laborer "

13(f)

MaryE "
JohnC "

TenyV "
MaryV "
Watson S "

Melery E "
Ludousky C
Clem Thos '

11

9

6

3

1

WVa

Va Tenn Tenn

'  Va Va

WVa

1880 census West Virginia, Morgan Co, Berkeley Springs,
Bath Dist, ED 19, p 14/24, #136-136
~ Fairfax Street

John Custer 61 former

MaryE " 49wife
TenyV " 23 dau
Mary V " 21 dau
Walters" 18 son

Melery E" 16 dau
Louduska C" 13 dau "

ClemT " 10 son " " "

Snow A " 7 dau

Lillian " 5 dau

1900 census WVa, Morgan Co, Berkeley Springs, ED 88, p 6,
#125-128

John Custer May 1819 wd saddler WVa Pa Pa
MaryV" Feb 1859 dau " WVa WVa
Lillian M" Jan 1875 dau

OnaM " Aug 1881 dau " " "
letter Lloyd Ambrose - 30 May 1987
letter Ray R Rice, Jr -11 July 1987

5/00 (file John.5) John MISC disk\John\5

William Henry Custer was bom October 1852
in West Virginia, son of John C and Martha
(Casler) Custer. William married Elizabeth E
(surname unknown). They lived in Morgan County,
West Virginia. Elizabeth was bom about 1856 in
West Virginia. About 1899 William mmed
Fanny G Beall. Fanny was bom July 1859 in
Maryland, daughter of William and Rebecca Beall.

Children of William Henry and Elizabeth:
1. William Albert Custer bom November 1871 in
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West Virginia; married about 1896 Mary A Cemetery.

2. Sarah Belle Custer bom about 1876.

3. Nannie Custer bom June 1887.

Sources:

1880 census WVa, Morgan Co, Rock Gap District, ED 20, p
11

William H Custer 28 WVa

Elizabeth E " 24 wife

Wm Albert " 8 son

Sarah Belle " 4 dau

1900 census WVa, Morgan Co, Rock Gap District, ED 90, p
4

William Beall Jan 1822 physician Md Md Md
Rebecca " Jan 1831 m 52yrs, 7-3
Fannie G Custer Jul 1859 dau m lyr, 0-0
William H " Oct 1853 son-in-law, farm laborer WVa

WVa WVa

»  It II

II II II

5/00 (file John.6) John MISC disk\John\6

John Cassidy Custer was bom 23 April 1855 in
Morgan County, Virginia (now West Virginia), son
of John and Mary (Vanorsdale) Custer. John
married 17 April 1878 Annie Elizabeth Ambrose in
Morgan County, West Virginia. Annie was bom 3
June 1861 in Morgan County, Virginia, daughter of
Jacob and Elizabeth Ann (Baxley) Ambrose. John
died 26 August 1926. Annie died 7 September
1956. They were buried at Greenway Cemetery,
Berkeley Springs, West Virginia.

Their children:

1. Bertha Viola Custer bom 10 December 1879 in

Morgan County, West Virginia; married James
Walter Miller, lived in Oldtown, Maryland; died 8
April 1949.

2. Asenath Grace Custer bom 28 January 1881 in
Morgan County; married 24 June 1903 Harry
William Yonkers; died 8 Febmary 1926 on a visit
home to Morgan County.

3. Bessie Elizabeth Rae Custer bom 19 March 1883

in Piedmont, Mineral County, West Virginia;
married Roy M Kesecker in Morgan County, lived in
Morgan County; died 30 June 1914 in
Morgan County, buried at Spohr's Cross Roads

4. Edith Mae Custer bom 22 July 1884 in Morgan
County; married James R Ware; died July
1975, buried Mt Hebron Cemetery, Winchester,
Virginia.

5. Dora Maud Custer bom 27 April 1886 in Morgan
County; married 25 December 1910 Jerome
Bascome Hartley at Berkely Springs, West Virginia,
married 3 June 1950 Henry Chester Huhn at
Rockville, Maryland; died 20 January 1985 in
Clearwater, Florida, buried National Memorial Park
Cemetery, Falls Church, Virginia.

6. Alvin Boyd Custer bom 7 December 1887 in
Morgan County; married 27 June 1916 Bertha
Virginia Bullock in Washington, DC, married Elva
Daugherty in Washington, DC; died 22 April
1981 in Cape Coral, Florida, buried at National
Memorial Park Cemetery, Falls Church, Virginia.

7. Jessie Rae Custer bom 27 December 1889 in

Morgan County; married 23 March 1913 William
L Folk, married second Albert C Drake; died 25
September 1987 in Clearwater, Florida, buried at
National Memorial Park Cemetery, Falls Church,
Virginia.

8. Delia Florence Custer bom 3 July 1891 in
Morgan County; died 1 January 1892, buried at
Greenway Cemetery, Berkeley Springs, West
Virginia.

9. Rilla Miree Custer bom 5 Febmary 1893 in
Morgan County; married 15 September 1917
George William Mehlfelt, lived in Washington, DC;
died 19 September 1957 in Washington, DC,
buried at Cedar Hill Cemetery, Suitland, Maryland.

10. Clarence Calvin Custer bom 19 January 1897 in
Morgan County; married 1 February 1920
Edna Louise Kems at Berkeley Springs, West
Virginia; died 11 November 1969, buried at
Greenway Cemetery, Berkeley Springs, West
Virginia.

11. Elsie Victoria Custer bom 15 October 1899 in
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Castor Family

Morgan County; married 31 December 1919
Ray Roscoe Rice in Morgan County; died 13
December 1972 in Winchester, Virginia, buried at
Greenway Cemetery, Berkeley Springs, West
Virginia.

12. John Ralph Custer bom 23 October 1901 in
Morgan County; married 30 May 1922 Edna Lee
Howard, divorced 11 October 1932, married second
Helen Louise Grover; died 13 October 1977
in Winchester, Virginia, buried at Mt Comfort
Cemetery, Alexandria, Virginia.

Sources:

Custer Family History ~ Focused on Ancestors and
Descendants of John Cassidy Custer
(1855-1926) and spouse Annie Elizabeth Ambrose
(1861-1956)\by Ray R Rice Jr (1990).
1880 census West Virginia, Morgan Co, Berkeley Springs,
Bath Dist, ED 19, p 13/24, #128-128,
Fairfax Street

John C Custer 25 clerk Va Va Va

Annie E " 19 wife

Bertha V " 6/12 dau WVa" "

1900 census WVa, Morgan Co, Bath Dist, ED 88, p 14
Apr 1855 WVa
Jun 1861 wife "

Dec 1879 dau "

Jan 1881 dau "

Mar 1883 dau "

Jul 1884 dau "

Apr 1886 dau "
Dec 1887 son "

Dec 1889 dau "

Feb 1893 dau "

Jan 1897 son "

Oct 1899 dau "

- 30 May 1987
11 July 1987

(file John. 12) John MISC disk\John\12

John C Custer

Annie E "

Bertha V "

A Grace "

Bessie E"

Edith M "

Dora M "

Alvin B "

Jessie R "

Rilla R "

Clarence"

Elsie V "

letter Lloyd Ambrose
letter Ray R Rice, Jr -

5/00

Clem Thomas Custer was bom 1869 in
Virginia, son of John and Mary E (Vannosdall)
Custer. Clem married 20 October 1896 Florence
May Bird in Berkeley County, West Virginia.
Florence was bom 2 April 1872 in Berkeley County,
West Virginia, daughter of John Ashbury and Mary
Elizabeth (Gallaher) Bird. Florence died 1915.
Clem died 1951. They were buried at Greenway
Cemetery, Berkeley Springs, West Virginia.

Their children:

1. Melvin C Custer bom 31 May (year unknown);
died 16 August 1907, buried at Greenway
Cemetery.

2. Pearl Custer bom 11 June 1902; died 26 June

1903, buried at Greenway Cemetery.

3. Maud E Custer bom 29 July 1903; died 25 May
1904, buried at Greenway Cemetery.

4. Freda V Custer bom 2 January 1910; died 3
November 1911, buried at Greenway Cemetery.

Sources;

International Genealogical lndex;(1984) West Virginia,
letter Lloyd Ambrose — 30 May 1987.

New Members

Norma Spangler; 1002 W 32"''; Spokane, WA
99203-1331

Charles Marsteller; 835 Turk ST #608; San
Francisco, CA 94102-7104
Christopher Caster; 4 South Ridge CT; Coralville IA
52241-1061 chrscaster(^ol.com
Paul Schrank; 11704 Trottenham; St Raleigh NC
27614-8431 pschrank@compuserve.com
Diane Kuster; 17 Swain Avenue; Toms River NJ
08755-4034 dmkuster@compuserve.com
Dr. John Donaldson; 716 W. Moon Valley Dr.;
Phoenix AZ 85023-6215
Colette Gardiner; 34707 Seavey Loop; Eugene OR
97405-9617 gcoletteg@aol.com
Sandy DeHart; 8211 Connerwood Lane; Fishers IN
46038-3425 sandy@iei.net
Janice Butz; Rt3 Box 372-A ;Hendersonville NC
28739-9375 wxbutz@brinet.com
Judith Beesley; 512 N Center St; Salt Lake City UT
84103-1719

Barbara Somers; 4090 Ambler Way; San Jose CA
95111-1507 RNSBJS@yahoo.com
Barbara Moore; 2508 Birchford CY; Raleigh NC
27604-8415 barbaracmoore@yahoo.com
Connie Loy; 169 4th ST SW; Brewster OH 44613-
1325 CONLO Y @aol.com
Christine Johnson; PO Box 74; Accident MD
21520-0074

Rosa McKinney; 9013 James Drive; Sissonville WV
25320-9627
Kim Policastro; 613 S 7th St; Youngwood PA
15697-1131 Kpolicstr@aol.com
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Rediscovering Elissabeth Custer
eorge Davis, CAOA member and Trustee, through
serendipitous circumstances and some hard work, has
rediscovered the grave of Elizabeth Custer. Elizabeth

Custer was born about 1788 in Rockingham County, Virginia,
the daughter of Conrad and Elizabeth (Lair) Custer.

"An article in today's Indianapolis Star regarding cleaning up an
old cemetery on the south side of Indy featured a photo of the
headstone of Elizabeth Custer. Near the end of the article it

mentions chat she was born in 1788 and died in 1885 at age
97," wrote George Davis to the Cascor-L mail list.

George's message sparked an exchange of emails by subscribers
interested in finding out who Elizabeth was and who else
might be buried in this old cemetery. This old graveyard is
called "The Fowler-Mundy Cemetery". Researchers believe it
contains aboutl5 graves with death dates ranging from 1841 to
1885.

Someone on the Castor-L list asked if anyone local could check
the cemetery. George did just that. He reported in another
email:

"Well, I went down to the Fowler-Mundy cemetery anticipat
ing that I'd figure out who this Elizabeth Custer was. She died
in 1885 at the age of 97 as I said previously. Her headstone
reads: "Grandma at Rest - Sacred to the Memory of - Elizabeth
Custer - Died March 7, 1885 in the 97th Year of her age." Her
side of the stone faces more or less east. On the south side of

the scone it reads: "Our Baby - Samuel W. - son of Hezekiah
and Rebecca Hinkson - Born Nov. 6, 1850. Died May 18,
1851, aged 6 Mos. and 12 Dy's". From that, I figured that
Elizabeth Custer was probably Rebecca's mother."

"I then went to the Indiana State Library on the way home.
The 1860 Census for Marion County IN (Perry township) has

C.- . ....



Hezekiah Hinkson, age 32, farmer; "Rebeca"
Hinkson, age 32; Francis, female, age 7; Catharine,
female, age 3; Camcfort, female, age 1; and a Wm.
Nash (or Nashe?), male, age 19 listed as a farm la
borer. All the Hinksons are listed as being born in
Indiana. Rebeccas mother would therefore have to

have been in Indiana in 1828. So far I have not found

Elizabeth Custer of the right age in Indiana. She does
show up in the Marion County Indiana, Perry Town
ship census of 1870, where it lists her as age 78, born
in Virginia. I then looked for marriage records for
Hezekiah Hinkson and a Rebecca Custer. What I

found was Hezekiah Hinkson marrying a Rebecca
Anne Woodfill in Marion County, IN on Jan 22,
1850, which seems to fit well with Samuel's date of

birth, assuming he was their first child. So, now I
don't know if Rebecca was previously married, and was
Rebecca Custer or if Elizabeth Custer was previously
married to a Woodfill."

time I guess. Hey, if it was easy, it wouldn't be so
much fiin, would it? Most of the other graves around
seem to be Fowler's and Mundy's. The cemetery is
undergoing restoration, and many of the headstones
are damaged or missing. Hopefully we'll know more
in the future. Somewhere there is supposed to be a
survey of this cemetery done around 1940. I'll try to
find a copy."

"Don't you think it is kind of strange that they would
put her maiden name on her headstone?"

George then sent the photos to Patricia Caster for the
CAOA Archives, which are included in this article.

"This one is the infant, Samuel Hinkson's inscription
which is on the left (South I think) side of the stone as
you read Elizabeth's inscription. There is no "en
trance" to the Cemetery but 1 figured I had driven that
far and I was not going home empty-handed. The

"In the 1870 census, Elizabeth Custer shows up with a Cemetery was over-grown for years with brush and
female named Jones, whose
first name I am unable to

read(starts with an M though)
who is listed as 50 years old,
housekeeper. She has a 27
year old son Hezekiah and a
24 year old son named John
M. Jones. In the same dwell
ing and family are what I read
as Chas. Smith and Susan

Smith aged 28 and 19, an
other 10-year-old female
whose name I can not read,

but looks like Emma Tacey,
and Elizabeth Custer, aged 78.
The males are all listed as farm

hands, and the women are

listed as either housekeeper or
"one of family" (Elizabeth and
"Emma")."

^ ̂' '""if

*  "M

trees, and was surrounded by
1  farmland. It is now in the

middle of one of the largest
^  housing additions in Marion
^  County I wonder if I can find

out where the cemetery is in
relation to the farm that her

family operated? I'm won-
dering if it is on the property

■■h9| line, and two or more fami-
lies decided to use the area, or
if they are all related some-
how."

He also sent the following
news articles from the India-
napolis News, dated March 9,

Elizabeth Ciister's Gravestone
. ^

" I can't remember if I looked
in an index of the 1870 census for the Hinksons or
not. 1 expected to find them with Elizabeth and when
I didn't I was pretty surprised. The library was fixing
to close, and I didn't get a chance to think that I
should go back to the indexes. I also got distracted
looking for Kisters in the out of state indexes. Next

"Grandmother Custer, as she
rs Uravestone

!  I was familiarly known, died
Saturday, in Perry township,

where she had resided for fifty-six years. She was aged
90."

"Dead at the age of 98
Mrs. Elizabeth Custer died at the age of 98 at the

residence of her daughter, Mrs. Myers, in Perry Town-



ship, on Friday, and was buried yesterday. She was
born in Virginia in 1787, and moved to this county in
1828, and has since lived here. Her husband had been

dead over sixty years and two widowed daughters -
aged 74 and 72 survive her. Mrs. Custer lived just
long enough to have been under the protection of
every administration, including the present, but for
only two days, since the republic was founded. Even
in her advanced age she devoted much of her time to
charitable purpose, and was particularly active in
caring for the sick of her neighborhood. (Indianapolis
News March 9, 1895 (Morning Edition))"

From the Castor Association of America Archives:

Lineage for Elizabeth Custer:
0 Paulus Kusterborn about 1644 in Kaldenkirchen,

Germany, son of Aret/Arnold and Catharine (von
Haren) Kuster.
1 Arnold/Aret Kuster born 1669 in Kaldenkirchen,

Germany
1 Conrad Custer/Custard born about 1695 in

Germantown, Pennsylvania.
2 Arnold Custer/Custard born about 1718; married

Bridget Strauder; died March 1759 in Augusta
County, Virginia.
1 Conrad Custer/Custard was born in 1742.

4 Elizabeth Custer born about 1787/8; died 7 March

This marker has Elizabeth's name on one side and Baby
Samuel Hinkson's on the other.

Gravestonefor Infant Samuel Hinkson

1885 Perry Twp., Marion County, IN, buried
Fowler-Munday Cemetery, Perry Twp., Marion County,
IN.

Elizabeth Custer was born about 1788 in Rockingham
County, Virginia, the daughter of Conrad and Elizabeth
(Lair) Custer. She married a Mr, Millers about 1804-5.
Did she then marry a Mr. Custard about 1814-1816?
She came from Harrison County, Kentucky to Perry
Township, Marion County, Indiana in the fall of 1828
with her son-in-law, David Hinkston. They purchased
in Section 16 from John Belger. Elizabeth died 7
March 1885 and is buried in the Fowler-Mundy Cem
etery, Perry Township, Marion County, Indiana.

Children of Elizabeth:

1. Eliza Miller born 20 January 1806 KY; married
Elijah McBride 10 November 1829 Marion County,
IN; died 18 November 1861, buried Round Hill

Cemetery, Indianapolis, Marion County, IN.



2. Comfort Miller born 27 May 1810 KY; married
David Hinkston 15 January 1826 Bourbon County,
KY; married John Myers; died 4 January/14 February
1893, buried Round Hill Cemetery Marion Coimty,
IN.

3. Margaret Miller born 1814 KY; married Larkin
Myers (son of Henry Myers) 14 October 1841 Marion
County, IN; living 1885.

4. Mary Miller born 11 December 1815 KY; married
James Tracy (son of John Tracy) 25 December 1834
Marion County, IN; died about October 1844 Miami
County, IN; buried Fowler-Mundy Cemetery, Perry
Township, Marion County, IN.

5. Amanda Custard born 1816 KY; married
Saulsbury Jones (son of William Jones, Welshman) 23
August 1838 Marion County, IN; died 22 November
1894 Indianapolis, Marion County, IN.

Sources:

Glasser, Karen. Ancestors and Descendants of Conrad
and Elizabeth Caster. Research of Karen Glasser,

Indianapolis, IN - 1995.

Custer, Chester E.. Descendants of Arnold Custer
cal718-175Sh Vol. 22, part 1.

Sulgrove, Barr)^ History of Indianapolis,

Indianapolis News, Monday, 9 March 1885

U.S. Census

1810 Census Harrison County, KY:
Elizabeth Custard

1 male -10 3 females —10 1 female 16-26

1840 Census ?Marion County, IN; p. 314.
Elizabeth Custard

1 male-10 2 females—5 1 male 10-15 1 female

20-30 1 female 30-40

1860 Census Marion County, IN; p. 831
124/121

Geoi^e McClain 50 KY
Rachel McClain 51 NY

Saulsbury 23 IN
Cornelius 21 IN

Elizabeth Custard 72 VA

Jane Custard 27 IN
William Jones 79 Wails, ENG
Catherine Jones 57 NY

Bibliobraphy
Hall, Scott. "Sprucing up old cemetery" July 10,
2000, The Daily Journal, Johnson County, Indiana's
Daily Online Newspaper.

Masson, John. "Volunteers tear down trees, clear weeds
from Far-Southside site". July 16, 2000, Indianapolis
Star. (Article featured a picture of the headstone of
Elizabeth Custer.)

Email from George Davis

CAOA Archives ♦

Fowler-Mundy Cemetery
From Indiana State Library Genealogy Section
Call No.: GENEAL 977.201 M341SM

g PF 977.201 m34l NO. 1 PT.24
(book of cemetery surveys)

Marion County —Perry Twp
Fowler-Mundy Cemetry (sic).

Go about one mile west of Harding street on the
Southport road, then 1/2 mile south thru(sic) a little
cornfield road.

Cemetry(sic) is well fenced in, but most of the stones
are on the ground, and broken.

One large stone on ground shows two inscriptions.
OUR BABY

Samuel W. son of Hesikiah and Rebecca Hinkston-B-

Nov.6,1850—D-May 18, 1851
GRANDMA. AT REST.

Sacred to the memory of Elizabeth Custer who died
March 7, 1855 in the 97^** year of her age. — (B- 1788
The side on the ground may have had an inscription
but couldn't move it to see.

Asa Fowler—D-Oct 28, 1863 in the 51" year of his
age.
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Fowler-Mundy Cemetry
Housing Development is visible in background.

Robert Fowier-D-May 7, 1861 age 22y.9m.21d.
Lidia Margaret, daut. of A.& Sarah Fowler-B-May
23,1841—D-Aug.23, 1844
James, son of A & Sarah Fowler—D-July 19,1858 age
ly.llm.l3d.
In memory of Mary,wife ofJames Tracy—B-
Dec. 11,1810—D ?stone broken.

In Memory of Susannah Bell who departed this life
May 17,1847 in the 65'*' year of her age- ( B-1782)
James A son of William G. and Mary O L Miles-D-
May 13, 1848 13 years. (B-1835 )

Lydia, wife of Henry G Mundy-D-Feb.l4,1847 age
23y26d. (B-1824)
Nelson H, son of Henry (overstrike may be "S"-Geo.
Davis note in transcription 21 Nov 2000) and Nancy
Mundy-D-May 13, 1848 age 13 years. ( B-1835 )
Nancy M wife of Henry Mundy—D-Mar 20,1869 afe
64?y.llm2d. (1804)

Henry W, son of H G & Lydia Mundy—D-May 21,
1853 age7y.5m.20d.
Margaret, daut.of Henry & Lydia Munday-D-
Jan.24,1852 age 8y.3m.l9d.

John W Brumfield—D-Feb.1,1855 30 years

Mrs. Ransom GrifFin

December 1940

♦

Finding Fowler-Mundy Cemetery

The cemetery is located off Southport Road near Ind.
37. According to the July 16, 2000, Indianopolis Star
article by John Masson, the Southern Dunes residential
development will surround it. The developer has
promised plant to a girdle of trees around the perimeter
and improve it with grass, a sidewalk and a 6-foot fence.
Let us know if you visit and what you saw!



Will of Richard Adams whose Daughter Susannah Kistard
was married to Conrad Kistard

Kathy Kelly, CAOA member, forwarded this with the
following email:

SUSANNAH Kistardy late wife of Conrad Kistard
beneficiary of Richard Adams.

Found this on the Original 13 list (Email list). Research
ers of Conrad may find it interesting. The information on
Gertien Op Den Graff as the 1st wife of Richard Adams
being confirmed in the 1698 land Record is correct, but
Til let the following records speak for themselves. Kathy
Kelly KKellyl06@aol.com

Philadelphia County, Pennsylvania, Will Book H.
Page 528: Will of Richard Adams, written Feb. 1,
1747, probated March 24, 1747 In the name of God,
Amen:

I, RICHARD ADAMS, of Providence in the County
of Philadelphia, yeoman, being very sick and weak in
the Body, but of a Sound Disposing mind and
memory. Considering the uncertainty of this Transi
tory Life and the Certainty of Death, Do make and
Ordain this my Last Will and Testament in manner
and form following (viz)

1. I give and Bequeath to my Eldest Daugh
ters children, SUSANNAH Kistard, late wife of

Conrad Kistard, DECEASED the sum of Ten Pounds

Lawful Money of Pennsylvania, to be Equally Divided
between them. Share and Share alike, to be paid
within 12 months after my decease.

2. I give and Bequeath unto my daughter
Catherine, Widow of John Morris, the sum of Ten
Pounds of like lawful money to be paid by my Execu
tors within Twelve months after my decease.

3. I give and Bequeath unto my Daughter
Mary, Widow of Israel Morris, the sum of Ten Pounds
of Like Money aforesaid to be paid within Twelve
months after my decease.

4. I give and Bequeath unto my daughter
Margaret, now Wife of Paul Casselberry, the Sum of
Ten Pounds Lawful Money aforesaid to be paid within
Twelve Months by my Executors.

5. I give and Bequeath unto my daughter
Elizabeth, now Wfe of Thos. Bull, the sum of Ten

Pounds Lawfiil Money aforesaid to be paid within
Twelve Months after my decease by my Executors.

6. I give and Bequeath unto my daughter
Ann, the sum of Ten Pounds Lawful Money aforesaid
to be paid to her, or her husband Jacob Umstatt by my
Executors within Twelve Months after my decease.

7. I give and Bequeath unto my Son Abrams
Children the sum of Ten Pounds Lawful Money
aforesaid to be paid them or the survivor of them.
Equally Share and Share alike (viz) Ann and Abigail, to
be paid within Twelve Months after my decease by my
Executors.

8. Imprimise: I give and Bequeath and Devise
unto my two sons, viz., Wlliam and Isaac, the moiety,
or half-part, of all the Remainder of my estate after the
above Legacies, Debts and funeral Charges is paid, to
be equally Divided between them Share and Share
alike. That is to say, each one is to have a quarter part
to hold to them, their Heirs and Assigns forever.

9. Imprimise: I give. Bequeath and Devise
unto my well beloved wife Alse and youngest Daugh
ter Hannah the other Moiety, or half-part, of my estate
after the aforesaid Debts and Legacies is paid and
Discharged as aforesaid to be equally Divided between
my said Wfe and Daughters Hannah Husband Owen
Evans to hold them their Heirs and Assigns for ever,
each one quarter part.

10. And Further: It is my will that if Either of
my aforesaid two sons William and Isaac shall be able
and have a mind to keep my Plantation and Lands
situated in the Township aforesaid, containing one
hundred and fifiy acres, I give, Devise and Bequeath
the same to one of them to hold to them, their Heirs

and Assigns for Ever. Provided they pay the three parts
in four of the value thereof to my other Son that shall
not Chuse to keep the said Lands and to my wife and
Daughter Hannah or her aforesaid Husband Owen
Evans, to each of them a quarter part as aforesaid
within two years after my decease, otherwise I order
and Impower my Executors, or the survivor of them,
to Sell and Convey my Plantation and Lands to the
Highest Bidder or for the Best price that can be got for
the same, and the Money ariseing therefrom to be
Divided in four Equal parts after my debts and seven
first Legacies are paid and discharged aforesaid (viz)
one Quarter part to my said Wfe, and one to my
Daughter Hannah or her Husband Owen Evans, and
.one to my son William and the other Quarter part to
my son Isaac.
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11. Lastly, I do make and ordain my aforesaid
two sons and my said son-in-law Owen Evans to be
Executors of this my Last Will and Testament, Disal
lowing, Revoking and Disannulling all other former
Wills, Legacies and Executors by me in any wise
before this time named or bequeathed, ratifying and
confirming this and no other to be my Last Will and
Testament. In Witness whereof I have hereunto set

my Hand and Seal this First Day of February Anno
Domini one Thousand seven hundred and forty seven
(eight).

his

Richard ()0 Adams

Witnesses:

mark

Richard Bull

James Betsen
Peter Tyson

1737, James Betsen

and Peter Tyson

heard

Richard Adams declare the

Salford, March 24,

declared they saw and

same to be his will.

In her will dated Aug. 3, 1769, and proved Feb. 7,
1770 by the witnesses John Bull and John Umstat,
Alse (X) Addams widow of Richard Addams of

Philadelphia County appointed her friend Jacob
Umstat her executor and directed that her property be
given to her daughter Hannah; her grandchildren Alse
and Hannah Evans, and her granddaughter Margaret
wife of John McCorkle. She also remembered her
friends John and Ann Tyson. (Book O, p. 454) ♦

Steve Alexander as Gen. Caster, I Don Caster as Wells Caster of the
Pendeiton County (Virginia) Scouts. Jim Horn as Sgt. Fought

Bethel Moore Custer & His

Descendants

New member Harris Custer is hoping someone will
recognize his ancestors. If you have any information,
please let me know as we are anxious to learn more
about Harris' lineage. Patricia maverik@cwnet.co and/
or Harris Custer.H@FLRN.edu

Generation One

1. Bethel Moore^ Custer^ was born on 10 Jan 1828 in
Duncannon, PA.^ He married Martha Homas.' He

died on 1 Dec 1902 at age 74.'

Martha Homas' was born on 1 Jan 1836 in Ripley
Twp., PA.' She died in 1894.'

Known children of Bethel Moore' Custer and

Martha Homas were:

2. i. Lewis Bayard-^, born 3 Jun
1881 in Glenolden, PA; married Clara Trimmer

Hutchinson.

Generation Two

2. Lewis Bayard"^ Custer {BethelMoore')'-^'^ was born
on 3 Jun 1881 in Glenolden, PA.' He married Clara
Trimmer Hutchinson.' He died on 22 Mar 1960 in

Sanford, FL, at age 78.'

Clara Trimmer Hutchinson was born on 1 Dec

1889 in Boiling Springs, PA.' She died on 1 Jan 1982
in Meridan, CT, at age 92.'

Known children of Lewis Bayard^ Custer and Clara
Trimmer Hutchinson were:

3. i. Richard Holmes', born 27 Feb
1918 in Mt. Vernon, NY; married Mary Marie
Ricardson.

Generation Three

3. Richard Holmes-' Custer {Lewis BayarcF, Bethel
Moorf)'-'-' was born on 27 Feb 1918 in Mt. Vernon,

NY.' He married Mary Marie Ricardson.' He died on
26 Nov 1994 in West Hartford, CT, at age 76.'

Mary Marie Ricardson'

Endnotes

1 "Family Group Sheet of BMCuster MID#545", 01
Sep 2000 (Contact CAOA for Address). ♦
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Keisters Survive Fort Seybert Massacre
Frederick and Hannah Keister decided to join their
friends on the trek down to the Shenan-

doah Valley to Brock's Gap on April 27,
1758. When they left the Dyer settle
ment around Fort Seybert, they had no
reason to know that this 20 mile walk

over the mountains would .save their

lives and spare them from one of the
bloodiest massacres of the French and

Indian Wars.

Vie%v of the are,! around Hogg's Fort.

Hannah was the daughter of Roger Dyer, the patriarch of
the settlement

in what is now

Pendleton

County, West

Virginia.
Roger Dyer,
with seven

other men and

their families,

entered the Po

tomac high
land country
when he pur
chased land on

November 7, 1747. Frederick Keister married Roger and
Hannah Dyer's daughter, Hannah,
about 1755 and they made their home
within the settlement located around

Fort Seybert.

1750 House known as "Hogg's Fort is now
used .IS a summer house by the owner.

Jacob Seybert built Fort Seybert, on
the South Fork of the South Branch

of the Potomac, on land he had pur
chased from Roger Dyer. Fort Sey
bert, like most of the other small

forts, was not an effective deterrent to windows were for rifle slits. The

the Indian attacks. It consisted of a logs were removed when needed.

The offset logs above the doors and

two story central blockhouse in the middle of a 90-fool
diameter stockade. Hogg's Fort,

near Brock's Gap, on the eastern
side of the mountains, was a simi

lar structure. This fort, along with
Fort Upper Tract, and Hogg's
Fort, were part of a string of
small forts along the western fron
tier built to protect .settlers from

the random attacks of the Indians and French during the
French and Indian Wars.

France and Britain had been engaged in a series of wars
commencing in 1689 with King William's War. The
stmggle in North America involved control of the fur
trade and access to trading routes. While the British had
colonized the eastern seaboard, the French had moved

inland via the St. Lawrence River.

By the time Britain officially declared war on France in
1756, the fighting had raged in America for two years.
After the large French force moving out of Fort Du-
quesne forced Major George Washington to surrender
his small band of less than one hundred men at Fort Ne

cessity, the British sent General Braddock to command ,
the British regulars. The Battle of the Wilderness took
place in 1756. Braddock and over half his army of two

thousand men were killed. Braddock be

lieved that the French would fight like
gentlemen, not engage in the guerilla tac
tics of frontier.

After Braddock's ignominious defeat,
British colonial defenses on the western

frontier completely collapsed. Settlers
were left to fend for them.selves. Washing
ton had" been trying to protect the western
borders of Virginia with little success.

(Continued on page 42}
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Frederick and Eaanab Seister (Conmued from imge 4n

The House of Burgess', dominated by Tidewater plant
ers, continually kept him shorthanded. They had large
plantations with many slaves and feared that the fighting
would spread east, encouraging a slave uprising. Thus,
the largest numbers of Virginia militiamen were as
signed to the eastern part of the colony.

The Linville Creek Baptist Church records for January
1758, near Brock's Gap, contain this desperate entry:

"After this Time, the Spring coming on, the Indian
Troubles continued, and all Opportunites of Meetings
were taken from us; and not only so, but the whole
Neighbourhood forced either to go into Forts or over the
Mountains, to escape their Rage, in the month of June
following."
"During which time of Troubles, divine Providence

seem entirely against us, and the whole Neighbourhood;
and some Disorders happened in these troubles amongst
our own Members..

Brock's Gap was attacked in 1757 and Washington re
corded "three Dutch people, one killed, two prisoners."
The settlers were terrified and many fled back over the
Blue Ridge, south into the Carolinas or back to Pennsyl
vania away from these attacks. Contemporaneous ac
counts tell of so many people fleeing eastward that it was
nearly impossible to travel the roads westward into the
Valley of Virginia.

The course of the war altered dramatically when William
Pitt, King George II, and the Duke of Devonshire re
solved the political stalemate that had paralyzed the Brit
ish government for most of 1757. Pitt gained control of
policy and determined that Britain would not engage
France in Europe but would concentrate its efforts in the
North America. To this end he set about making drastic
changes to British policies to both strengthen the military
effort and to gain the enthusiastic support of the Colo
nies. However, Pitt's new strategies did nothing to pro
tect the settlers in the mountains and valleys of Virginia
from Indian raids during 1758.

Killbuck, by all accounts a very intelligent and educated
Shawnee" chief, led the attack on Fort Seybert in the
early morning hours of April 28, 1758. Fog hung low in
the river bottom around the fort. Oren Morton tells, in

his History of Pendleton County, West Virginia, that
about 40 people were "forting" at inside the walls.
Through deviousness and treachery, he convinced Cap
tain Seybert to open the gates. As soon as the gates were

opened, Killbuck rushed at Seybert, striking him in the
mouth with the butt end of his tomahawk. Killbuck's

warriors herded the settlers away from the burning fort
and divided them into two groups. They proceeded to
club and scalp those deemed too weak or otherwise un
desirable in front of the chosen captives.

The number of settlers killed at Fort Seybert is uncertain,
but usually is given as between 17 and 21. Killbuck or
part of his war party, completely destroyed and killed
everyone at Fort Upper Tract, a fort about 20 miles from
Fort Seybert, on April 27. Washington estimated that
the total number of persons lost in both raids to be
around 60. Those not killed were taken prisoner and
marched into the Ohio country. Hannah Keister's
younger brother, James Dyer, escaped and eventually
helped his sister Sarali Dyer Hawes escape the Shawnee
as well. James' bravery is an integral part of the Fort
Seybert tradition.

Frederick Keister and Hannah returned to the Dyer set
tlement, where she inherited, by will, 427 acres of land
from her father. Frederick and Hannah sold this land in

1763 and moved to land Frederick had acquired by pat
ent about 1757 near Brandywine, West Virginia. They
made their home here for the rest of their lives. They are
buried in the Keister Cemetery, near Brandywine. Part
of the village stands on Keister land.

Custards from the Brock's Gap area also came into Pen
dleton County and Morton includes Arnold, his sons
Paul, Conrad, and George and Arnold's daughter
Susannah in his Histoiy.

The Fort Seybert Massacre is part of the lore of Pendle
ton County and visitors to the county can visit the sites,
which are marked by historical markers. The Pendleton
County forts are Fort Hinkle, Fort Seybert and Fort Up
per Tract. If you can read only one book about the
Seven Years War, make certain it is Professor Fred

Anderson's Crucible of War. This must be close to be
ing the definitive work for this time period, 1754-1766,
in North America.

Notes

1. Wayland, JohnW. Virginia Valley Records, Genea
logical and Historical Materials of Rockingham county,
Virginia and Related Regions (with Map). (1930: reprint
Baltimore: Genealogical Publishing Co., 1975), 51.
2. Commentators differ as whether the attackers were

Shawnee or western Delaware. Morton reports they
were Shawnee while Draper writes in his annotation

(Continued on page 44)
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(Conriniii'd front pafii' 42)

of the 1895 edition of Withers that Killbuck was a

Delaware chief.
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From the QVOA Archives:

FK.0 Frederick Keister

FK.0 Frederick Keister was born in 1730. It is be

lieved he was born in the Palatinate, and arrived 1737
in Philadelphia \vith his father, Friederich Kiester,
aboard the ship Virginus Grace. "Rupp's list of immi
grants to the port of Philadelphia includes: 'September
24, 1737, Palatines imported on the ship Virginus Grace,
John Bull, Master, first from Cowes. In all 225: Fried
erich Kiester' TTie Pennsylvania Archives records the
same: 'List of forei^ers imported in the ship Vir^nus
Grace, John Bull, Master, from Rotterdam. Qualified
September24, 1737: Frederick Kiester.'

Boyd B Stutler and Roybird Cook, bodi descen
dants of Frederick Keister, and distinguished historians,
authors, and collectors of West Virginia History, were
of the opinion that the Friederich Kiester mentioned in
both lists of immigrants to Philadelphia, was the father
of our Pendleton County Frederick.

Friederich Kiester took the oath of allegiance to
the King of England as a colonist, at Philadel
phia on the same day he landed, and made a
settlement in York County, Pennsylvania. Fre
derick of Pendleton was naturalized at Staun-

ton, Augusta County, Virginia in 1762, as
shown by court records. According to family
records, and borne out by the period of his ac
tivity, this Frederick was born about 1730,
which would make him seven years old at the
time of his landing ~ too young to be sworn in.
By 1753, he located on the South Branch of the Po

tomac in Rockingham County, Virginia (now Pendle
ton County, West Virginia). Court records show that
in 1753, Frederick Keister made a survey in the Walnut
Bottom of the North Fork. Frederick married 1755

Hannah Dyer. Hannah was born about 1735 in Penn
sylvania, daughter of Roger and Hannah (Creen) Dyer.
Roger and Hannah Dyer migrated from Lancaster
County, Pennsylvania to Augusta County, Virgina
(now Pendleton County, West Virginia) where Roger
purchased land 4 Novmeber 1747. Roger was killed at
the Ft. Seybert Massacre 28 April 1758. Hannah re
ceived 427 acres of land in Hampshire (bounty from her
father's will dated 24 February 1757, which was proved
21 March 1759.

(Continued on page 45)
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In 1761, Frederick bought 256 acres of land adjoin
ing his holding for #213.33. Frederick bought 67 acres
of land 14 April 1761 on a branch of the Potomack ad
joining his own land. Frederick received his certificate
of oath of allegiance 18 May 1762. Frederick sold 35
acres of Little Walnut Bottom on the mountain be

tween South Forks and South Branch of the Potow-

mack 17 August 1764 to George Fults.
He served as a soldier in the Colonial Wars in the

Augusta Militia. He served in the Revolution and
qualified as Lieutenant 28 September 1778. He is listed
as furnishing supplies in an account dated 29 May
1782.

Pendleton County Records show him as a voter in
1791, 1794 and 1795 — they also show him on the land
tax rolls for the years 1789, 1791, 1792, 1793, 1794,
1795, 1798, 1799, 1800, 1802, 1803 and 1804. Fre

derick died 1814, and was buried on his homestead in

Pendleton County, West Virginia.
"The will of Frederick Keister, dated Aug ust

10, 1806, and witnessed by John Davis, Robert
Davis, and Henry Pufienberger, was probated at
the March court of 1815. He willed that, '...all
my just debts and funeral charges be paid...to
my dearly beloved wife one Negro wench named
Poll, two beds and beding, two pair bedsteds,
one-third of all my movable property.-.to my
beloved sons, Frederick and George Keister all
my lands on this side of the river...to my son
James Keister all my lands on the side of the
river he now lives on by paying 35 pounds...
equally divided amongst all my daughters-
appoint my wife, Hannah Keister and James
Keister executors...'"

Today, the village of Brandywine stands on a part
of the Keister farm. The tombstone of his wife, Han
nah Dyer Keister, shows she died 181 , the last figure
is chipped from the stone. Hannah was still living in
1815, so she died between 1815 and 1820.

Their children:

1. James Keister born 1756; married Elizabeth Jane
Davis; died 12 June 1834.
2. Hannah Keister born about 1757; married George
Hull about 1786; died 1837.

3. Sarah Keister born 1762; married Burton Blizzard
(he was born 1757) December 1780; died 17 March

1837.

4. Esther Keister married Adam Hull; died 1836.

5. Mary Keister married Gabriel Kile/Kyle 1797.
6. Frederick Keister Jr born 1774; married Anne E
Propst 1791, married Malinda Grim or Green/Belinda
Gum/Grim 3 June 1851 Highland County, VA; died
1857.

7. George Keister born 5 February 1776; married
Susannah Peck 18 February 1800, married Mary Ann
Jordan 12 October 1843; died 18 July 1854.
8. Elizabeth Keister married Henry Hull.

FICO.Ol Tames Keister

James Keister was born in 1756, son of Frederick
and Hannah (Dyer) Keister. James married Elizabeth
Jane Davis. James died 12 June 1834. James' will was
dated 12 November 1827, and was probated 5 February
1834 (death and probate dates are not consistent). He
left to James, Jr a section of die plantation adjoining
George Keister's "wash place" on the South Branch,
embracing the dwelling house. The balance was to be
sold and divided among "my six children; Ruth
Hevener, Hannah Hoover, Jane, Mary Findlay, Betsy
Hetzel, and James Keister,
Jr." James and his wife, Jane; James, Jr; and Henry
(grandson) and his wife are buried on the farm of Laban
Davis near Brandywine, West Virginia.

Their children:

1. James Keister Jr born 1797; married 14 August 1828
Susan Swadley in Pendleton County, Virginia; died
1849.

2. Ruth Keister married 1807 John Hevener.
3. Hannah Keister married 1810 George Hoover.
4. Jane Keister did not marry.
5. Mary Keister married 4 August 1825 Samuel
Findley.
6. Elizabeth Keister married 12 February 1824 Philip
HHeltzel.

FK0.02 Hannah Keister

Hannah Keister was born about 1757, daughter of
Frederick and Hannah (Dyer) Keister.
Hannah married about 1786 George Hull. George was
born 15 October 1757 at Cub Run,

Rockingham County, Virginia, son of Peter Thomas
and Margaret (DefFenbach) Hull of Crab
Bottom. George was a Revolutionary War soldier.
Hannah died 1837. George died in the fall of 1849 at
Anthony's Creek.

(Continued on page 48)
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Researching in Cowley Connly Kansas
So what do you do if you have a day or two to

spend in Southern Kansas, Cowley Count}'^ to be exact?
Fortunately for you, there are several excellent collec
tions of interest to the genealogist, and all of them are
underutilized and staJfifed by friendly folk.

First stop, if you are in Winfield on a weekend af
ternoon, is the Cowley County Museum. This small
museum, housed in an old elementary school, is staffed
completely by volunteers. Its hours and general charac
ter reflect this relaxed, folksy approach. It houses not
only treasures illustrative of the history of Cowley
County but it has some books and other materials of
interest to genealogists. If you are lucky, one of Cowley
County's old timers may be working and give you first
hand memories and assistance.

Your second stop, since you are in Winfield, should
be the Winfield Public Library, located at the corner of
Eighth and College. Although the Library's collection
is small, it does have books of interest to genealogists,
including some census and cemetery records as well as
county histories.

If you are searching for a graveyard and perhaps
know the name of the person you are looking for, stop
at Dawson Company on South Main Street on your
way to the Cherokee Strip Museum in Arkansas City.
The helpful people at Dawson's will answer questions
about cemetery locations and may even have a cemetery

map to help you locate the grave before you drive to the
cemetery.

For me, the best collection in Cowley County is lo
cated in the Cherokee Strip Land Rush Museum lo
cated on Highway 77, just south of Arkansas City on
the Kansas-Oklahoma border. Over 110,000 people
raced for a piece of the 7 million acres in the Cherokee
Strip and Arkansas City was the largest registration
point, widi over 75,000 eager land seekers and their
families moving to southern Cowley County to partici
pate in this extraordinary event. The Museum show
cases the history of the Cherokee Strip Land Rush and
also houses the collection of the Cowley County Genea
logical Society. Although you will have to pay an en
trance fee to the museum, you may decide that it is well
worth your while.

The genealogical collection includes records of
claims filed with the various land offices, tax records,
records from the monument works (there are several
others besides Dawson), newspapers clipping from
many of the extinct small town newspapers, cemetery
records, records from funeral homes and more. A good
place to stop!

Cowley County Historical Museum
1100 Mansfield

Winfield, Kansas

Hours: 2-5 Saturday and Sunday and by appointment
Admission free, donation appreciated
http://www.skyways.lib.ks.us/towns/winfield/museum/html

Winfield Public Library
605 College Avenue
Winfield, Kansas

Hours: M-Th 9:30 - 8:30

F-Sa9:30-6:00

Sun 1:00-5:00

http: // users.hit.net/"Wpl 1 /home/home/html

Cherokee Strip Land Rush Museum
Highway 77 south of Arkansas City

Hours Summer: T- Sa 10:00 — 5:00 Sun 1:00 — 5:00

Hours Winter: T-Sa 10:00-4:00 Sun 1:00-4:00

Admission: $3.50, seniors $3.25, youth $1.50
http://www.arkcity.org.csm.html
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In less than a year we will all be
heading for Kansas City, Mis
souri for our 10th Reunion.

Kansas Cit}^ has a lot to offer so
be sure to come a few days early
and not miss any of it.

Volunteers are needed to distribute

Reunion Flyers. They can be placed in
load genealogy or historical societies or
libraries. Also, if the local newspaper
has a genealog)' column it could be
sent to the person writing the column.

If you live in the Kansas City area or
near there and you would like to help
Mary-Margaret with the reunion let
her know.

cJS

A P 1| «f7Ai

Castor Association of America
2002 Conference & Reunion

Make ycui" Cesei^aticns by 1 May 2CC2

Tc I eceive the special Ccciii l^ate at

the
At die last reunion In Maryland, a cou- tiie
pie of members shared their experiences in res^e^ their f^ily a^^ ^

^  I hit. Do you still have them? We
have a lot of nev.' members who would love to see them. Don't have one? How

about making one and bringing it with you and if you can't make it to the reun
ion you could send it for display. In case you are wondering what I am talking about here are some pictures from
the 1996 reunion.+

{Contiiitu'dfrom page 44)

Gertrude Kusters. Newton, Kansas: The Castor Association of America, 1991.

Wilson, Kate. Massacre at Fort Seybert - A page from the History of West Virginia, http://www.theweboftime.com/
issue-3/fort2.htm. Article downloaded 2March 2001.

Withers, Alexander Scott. Chronicles of Border Waifare or A History of the Settlement bv the Whites, of Northwest
ern Virginia, and of the Indian Wars and Massacres in that section of the State. Clarksburg, VA: Joseph Israel, 1831.
New Edition edited by Reuben Gold Thwaites. 1895. Reprint, Parsons, West Virginia: McClain Printing Company,
1961.

Wust, Klaus. The Virginia Germans. Charlottesville: The University Press of Virginia, 1969.

Volume XIX Number 2 Page 47 September



fFK.O Frederick Keisrer Continued from page 45)

Their children:

1. Elizabeth Hull born 1787; married 1806 David Bird;

died 1857.

2. George Hull, Jr
3. Maryjane Hull
4. Rachel Hull

5. Peter Hull married Elizabeth Oldham.

6. William Hull

7. Hannah Dyer Hull married Charles Perkins.
8. James Keister Hull
9. Jesse Hull

FK.0.04 Esther Keister

Esther Keister was the daughter of Frederick and Han
nah (Dyer) Keister. Esther married Adam Hull. Adam was
born about 1766, the son of Peter Thomas and Susanna

Margaretha (Dieffanbach) Hull. Adam was a Revolutionary
War soldier, serving in Capt. Peter Hull's Company, 2nd
Battalion, August County, Militia in 1779. Adam died in
1836.

Their children:

1. Hannah Hull born around 1790; married Adonijah
Ward 21 June 1814, Pendleton County, VA; lived in what
is now Tucker County, WV.
2. Sarah Hull born 1792; married 12 Benjamin Fleisher
November 1812 Pendleton County, WV; lived Highland
County, WV; died 1881.
3. Peter Adam Hull born 1794; married Rachel Tallman
between 7 April 1816 and 10 September 1816 Bath
Coimty, VA; died 1838 Pendleton Coimty, VA (now High
land County, WV).
4. John Hull born about 1795; married Margaret Warwick
12 July 1821, Bath County, VA; lived in Highland County,
WV.

5. Susan Hull born about 1797; married John Long 20 No
vember 1817 Pendleton Coimty, VA; lived Randolph
County, VA.
6. Esther Hull born about 1799; married Robert Warwick
18 October; lived Pochantas County, WV.
7. Catharine Hull born about 1802; married Jacob Hidy.
8. Jacob Hull born about 1806; married Mahala Hoover;
died 1861.

9. Elizabeth Hull born about 1808; married Jacob Warwick
6 April 1826 Pendleton Coimty, VA (now WV).
10. Frederick Keister Hull born 1810; married Mararet

Amelia Wilson 15 December 1836 Bath

County, VA; married Julia Whitelaw after 1850;
lived Highland County, VA (now WV).

FK0.06 Frederick Keister

Frederick Keister, Jr was born 1774 in Vi r-
ginia, son of Frederick and Hannah (Dyer) Keister.
Frederick married 1791 or 1793 Anne E Propst.
Anne was a daughter of Daniel and Sophia
(Coplinger) Propst. He married 3 June 1851 Ma-
linda/Belinda Gum/Grim in Highland County,
Virginia. Malinda was born about 1820 in Ohio.
He was a great hunter. When he had obtained a
substanial amount of game in the Shenandoah
Mountain, he would build a signal fire on High
Knob to signal for help to pack the kill to his home.
Frederick died 1857. His flintlock, "old Wal

lace," is in the possession of one of his descendants.

Children of Frderick and Anne:

1. John Keister married 9 September 1821 Susan
Crummett/Cromet in Pendleton County, Virginia,
D Shirer officiated.

2. Hannah Keister married John Miller.
3. Christina Keister married 26 July 1818 Esthe-
mus Campher/Kampfer, married second
Daggs.
4. Eli Keister married Ann Propst.
5. Jacob Keister
6. Mary Keister married 23 September 1830 Jacob
Clayton.

Children of Frederick and Malinda:

7. Bird D Keister born about 1852 in Virginia;
married Carrie Everly; died 1875.
8. Martha C Keister born 4 October 1853.

FK0.07 George Keister
George Keister was born 5 February 1776 in

Pendleton County, Virginia, youngest child of Fre
derick and Hannah (Dyer) Keister. George married
18 February 1800 Susannah Peck. Susannah was
born 4 March 1780, daughter of Garrett and Mar
garet "Peggy" (Croddy) Peck. George was a farmer.

George enlisted 14 September 1813 for service
in the War of 1812 at Franklin, Virginia (now West
Virginia) in Captain Johnson's Company of the 6th
Regiment of Virginia Militia commanded by Colo-

(Continued on page 49)
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nel Dan'I Coleman. George's military description was
5' 8" tall, black hair, blue eyes and fair complexion.
George was discharged 14 March 1814 at Norfolk.
George received 3 September 1851 Warrant #14,243
for 80 acres for his service.

Susannah died 18 July 1843, leaving twelve chil
dren. He married 12 October 1843 Mary Ann Jordan
at South Fork, Pendleton County, George Schmucker
officiated. Mary Ann was born 17 November 1823 in
Virginia. George died 18 July 1854 at South Fork.
Mary Ann died 18 April 1899.

Children of George and Susannah:
1. William Keister married Elizabeth Bowman, daugh
ter of Peter Bowman.

2. George Keister born 12 January 1805 in Pendleton
County, married 4 November 1824 Sarah Propst, F
Lair officiated; was buried near White Sulphur Springs.
3. John Davis Keister born 3 May 1815; married 24
May 1839 Elizabeth Bodkin, S Zickefoose officiated;
died 16 January 1896.
4. Jacob Peck Keister born 1817; married 24 March
1836 Mary "Polly" Lockridge, S Zickefoose officiated;
died 1895 in Pendleton County.
5. Polly Ann Keister born 12 April 1820 or 1821 in
Pendleton County married 25 November 1837 Jesse
Cowger; died 3 July 1896.
6. Susan Keister married George Hoover.
7. Margaret Keister married George Dean.
8. Sarah Keister married William Hull (son of George
Hull & Hannah Keister).

9. Elizabeth Keister married 20 November 1823 Jacob
Bowman.

10. Hannah Keister married Captain Silas Hinton.
11. Hester Keister married 31 October 1840 Jeremiah
Jordan.
12. infant Frederick Keister died young.

Children of George and Mary Ann:
13. James K Polk Keister born about 1845; died
young.

14. Jesse Keister born about 1846; diedyoimg.
15. Martin V Keister born 1848; married Louisa Evick.
16. Mary Ann Keister born 1849; married Samuel P
Nelson, married second Hopkins Teter.
17. Benjamin Keister born 5 October 1851; died 27
July 1858.
18. Solomon G Keister born 9 October 1853; married
Sarah Lough.

Sources: Contact Patricia Caster Archivist for a listing
of the sources or more information.

New Boobs in the CAOA Library

Donated by
Mary-Margaret Ward

Withers, Alexander Scott.

Chronicles of Border War
fare or A Histojy of the Set

tlement by the Whites, of Northwestern Virginia,
and of the Indian Wars and Massacres in that sec
tion of the State. Qarksburg, VA: Joseph Israel,
1831. New Edition edited by Reuben Gold
Thwaites. Cincinnati: The Robert Qarke Com

pany, 1895. Reprinted Parsons, West Virginia:
McClain Printing Company, 1961.

Forman, Elva Dyer, compiler. Roger Dyer Pio
neer Settler of the Virginia Frontier. Parsons, WV:
McClain Printing Company, 1999.

History of Early Settlement & Indian Wars of
West Virginia

Member Updates
************* New Member

PK.0.01.01.05.02.06.01.06.0?.0?.0?

Margaret Williams
1035 Placid Court

Arnold, Maryland 21012-1629

None

:4c ̂  3(c :4c sfe 3(c 4c :(c 3|e

Change of Address

Change of Email
Mary-Margaret Ward

Mmward2001@mindspring.com

Please remember to let us know of any address changes.
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In May I attended die National Genealogy Society Conference in Portland, Oregon. In preparation for the trip I
thought it would be great if I could stop and visit some cemeteries along the way. I did a web search and found the
following information. Patricia

Eagle Point National Cemetery Eagle Point, Jackson County, Or^on
Casren, ZoLt P. b. 04/29/1917. d. 11/28/1991. Plot: AA 354. bur. 12/10/1991

Caster, Marion Bertram, b. 01/24/1913, d. 02/13/1996, US Army. LTCOL, Res: Medford, OR, Plot: 22 0 487, bur. 02/16/1996
Caster, Marion Bertram, b. 01/24/1913, d. 02/13/1996. US Army, LTCOL, Res: Medford, OR, Plot: 22 0487, bur. 02/1 6/1996
Caster, Wre.x E, b. 08/16/1936. d. 05/01/1995, US Air Force, MSGT, Res: Grants P.ass, OR, Plot: 21 0 1586. bur. 05/05/1995

Custer, George William, b. 07/10/1900, d. 04/19/1988, PFC USMC, Plot: A 49, bur. 04/25/1988

Willamette National Cemetery Portland, Multnomah County, Oregon
Castor, Joe Dennis, b. 12/27/1906, d. 08/30/1962, US Army, PFC. Plot: F 0 3560, bur. 09/04/1962
Castor, John. b. 12/15/1915. d. 01/15/1993, US Army, PVT, Plot: Q 0 433. bur. 01/19/1993
Castor, Manson R. b. 09/14/1942, d. 06/29/1977, US Marine Corps, LCPL, Plot: L 0 3722, bur. 07/05/1977
Custard, Maurice L, b. 12/03/1887. d. 03/24/1965, US Army. PFC, Plot: H 0 1263. bur. 04/06/1965
Custer, Carhai B, b. 04/20/1907, d. 09/18/1967, US Army, TEC 4. Plot: AO 1572, bur. 09/21/1967
Custer. Donald, b. 08/12/1925, d. 01/29/1953, US Army,'SSGT, Plot: 1x0 22, bur. 02/02/1953
Custer, Eugenia M, b. 04/04/1918, d. 04/01/1991, US Army, S SGT, Res: Milvvaukie, OR. Plot: COL-2.36 D, bur. 10/03/1997
Custer, Francis P, b. 07/05/1918, d. 09/23/1997. US Nav)', CM3, Res: Milwaukie, OR, Plot: COL-236 D, bur. 10/03/1997
Custer, George....
Custer, George, b. 06/26/1891. d. 10/02/1967. US Army. PFC, Plot: A 0 1572, bur. 10/05/1967
Moore, Edward Custer Jr, b. 09/24/1902, d. 04/30/1967, PVT US ARMY, Plot: S 1529, bur. 05/04/1967, *
Raster, Fred W. b. 04/25/1895, d. 10/11/1967, US Army, PFC. Plot: A 0 438, bur. 10/16/1967

I managed to stop at a few of the cemeteries and I will add the photo's when there is room for them.

Eastwood Cemetery
Medford, Jackson Co., Oregon

Pictures taken 10 May 2001
By Patricia Caster

At Rest

Nathaniel M.

July 18,1841
Oct28, 1892

Mary A
Feb 25, 1846

April 17, 1922
W. Jesse

Oct2, 1878

Get 28, 1898
CASTER

John T Caster

1872-1917

Effie J. Caster

1884-1976

M B Caster

Died

May 5 1909
Aged

28 Yrs 3 MS

14 Days

Effie B. Pruett

1875-1960

John W. Pruett

1873-1934

it h ib". EM {
u ' M 'i •!

1934

Daughter of Charles J. and Elva Catherine Caster Laird
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Anita Johnson Castor, wife of Jack K. Castor passed away on 8 July 2001.
Sadly, I tell you that Anita died today (Sunday) at 1:40PM. She had Hospice help and died peacefully at home after
two and a half years of miser)'^ and pain. Saturday she enjoyed a gorgeous day on the patio with family and during
the late evening slipped into a coma from which she did not arouse. The long battle is over and she was one hell of
a fighter. Jack (Jack Kreible Castor is one of the founders of the Castor Association of America)

Mae Audry Ctister mother of Barbara Custer Vaillencourt passed away 8 October 2000.

Mary-Margaret Ward has been commuting back and forth from Kansas for about a month or more now. She has
been helping take care of her mother Emily Raster Moore, our oldest member, who fell and broke her right femur
and left hip. Emily is healing as well as can be expected. She is not able to move around much as you can imagine.
If you would like to send her a card or note, please mail diem to: Emily Moore, Cumbernauld Village, 716 Tweed
Street, Winfield, KS 67156

Sandee Lacy will do lookups for Morgan Count)', West Virginia. She has the following books;
Morgan Count)', West Virginia Obituaries 1936-1953, 1954-1967, 1968-1979
Morgan County, West Virginia Red Book published 1995
Morgan County Death Records 1865-1903
Sandee can be contacted at 302 CR 6720 Natalia, Texas 78059-2113

B^yce arid Sue Wanless announce New Life on the Planet —see below.

Sandra Raster Lee is sharing a picture of Reuben Fletcher Kaster with us. See also articles in News Caster Vol
XVIII No. 3 page 56 (September 2000) and News Caster Vol XVIII No. 4 page 70 (December 2000) . See below.

If you have news that you would like to share please send to Mary-Margaret Ward at 2214
Clay Street San Francisco, California 94115-1930. Her email is mmward2001 @mindspring.

PK.0.01.01.10.04.02.01.01

Reuben Fletcher Ka.ster 1841-1907

Volume XIX Number 2

Thought I would share
this picture of my
great grandfather,
Reuben Fletcher

Kaster, with you. I
have no clue when it

was made.

Sandra Kaster Lee

Thanks Sandra for

sharing the picture
with us. If anyone
might know when it
was taken please let us
know. Patricia as Ar

chivist.

Christopher Jacob Urban was bom at 10:44pm,
August 2, 2001 in

I

San Marcos, Texas.

He weighed 7 lbs.
15.4 oz. and was 20

inches long. He is
the first child of

Christopher Urban
and Paige Lynnette
Wanless Urban.

Paige is the oldest daughter of Bryce
(treasurer) and Vickey Sue Caster
(Pubications Manager). All
very proud of "Jake".
I am attaching a picture for your appreciation of
this new person. He is about 19 hours old in the
picture. That is Sue holding him. Thanks Bryce

Wanless

Wanless

are doing well and
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Library Spotliight The Historical Society of Montgomery County Pennsylvania

. ' ■■

Montgomery Count was host to Washington's army
for nine months during the Revolution and was the site of
early lime, paper, iron and textile industries. Canal and
railroad systems provided transportation for the industries
products and residents. Montgomery County was a part
of Philadelphia County until 10 September 1784. In 1881
on Washington's birthday a group of prominent citizens
met to fonn a historical society and plan a centennial
celebration. On 11 May 1883, the flourishing historical
society was chartered "to preserve the civil, political and
religious history of the county and to promote the study
of history."

The library contains a treasure trove of more than
thirty thousand books and pamphlets, many of them are
rare or one of a kind. The resources are continually sup
plemented by family, church and cemetery records, news
papers, diaries, letters, ledgers, and other manuscript ma
terials. Early deeds, lax records, wills, naturalization pa
pers and other public documents. The Norristown news
papers are available in.microfilm from 1800 to the pre
sent. Volunteers are available to do research. If you are a
member ($20/yr) there is no charge. Non-members pay a
fee of $4.00.

A large card catalogue is provided and contains an
every-name, every-subject index to books, periodicals,
genealogies and scrapbooks. A second card catalogue
contains all published books while the third one indexes
early documents of the Court of Common Pleas and the

Court of Quarter Sessions.

Family files are maintained of the work done by other
researchers. A files is kept listing researchers who are
willing to exchange information with others working on
the same family.

The Reading Room Collection contains Pennsylvania
Archives, Montgomery County histories and biographies.

Census records 1790-1910, Passenger Lists, Immigration
and Naturalization Papers, 1798 Window Pane Tax, In
dices and abstracts of wills of Montgomery, Philadelphia
and some neighboring counties. Sketches and Bulletins
of the Historical Society of Montgomery County, Publi
cations of the Pennsylvania German Society, Publica
tions of the Hi.storical Society of Pennsylvania and the
Genealogical Society of Pennsylvania. Pennsylvania Ga
zette 1729-1789, Maps and Atlases.

The Microfilm collection contains Marriage License
Dockets 1885-1943, Birth Regi.strations 1893-1915,
Death Regi.strations 1893-1915, Grantor/Grantee indices
1784-1919, Sheriff Dockets, Prothonotary Dockets, Will
Books 1-10, Norristown Newspapers (Herald and Regis
ter), Veterans Affairs Burial Applications 1865-1943,
Montgomery County Tax Books 1785-1846, Church and
Cemetery Records, and Original Land Warrants.

The Special Collections contain Church and Ceme
tery Records, Naturalization Papers, Bible Records,
Road Petitions, Tavern Licenses, Court of Quarter Ses
sions Records, Family, township and county histories.
New Jersey, Maryland, and Delaware Archives, Scrap-
books of Edward Mathews, and Edward Hocker, Obitu

aries, Collections of Jones Detwiler, William Summers,

and Charles Barker, Military Duty Enrollment Books
1887-1921, Civil War regimental Histories, Montgomery
County Deed Books 1-299, Montgomery County Mort
gage Books 1-31, Montgomery County Sheriff s Deed
Poll Books A-S, Montgomery County Miscellaneous
Deed Books 1-87, Montgomery County Delayed Birth
Registrations, Montgomery County Marriages & Deaths
published in the Herald, and City Directories for Norris
town, Bridgeport, Conshohocken, Pottstown and Phila
delphia.

The Society also sponsors a genealogy study group
which meets six times a year.

Thanks to Alexander Hall for the Library Spotlight.

Does anyone know how to obtain a
copy of the 1000 page notebook writ
ten by Donald Marion Custer on Pau-
lus Kuster and his descendants? I am

willing to cover the costs.
Please contact RichardP. Dunbar at

rpdnmd@aol.com. Thank you.
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rOR THE ARCHIVED

9URMITTED RY TERRY O'CONNOR:

Mahaska Co. lA Marriages 1880-1889
Groom Age Bride
Caster. H. G. 32 Brooks, Mary A.
Caster, J. E. 22 Pheips, Lida M.

Bride

Caster, William M. 21

Age Marriage Date
Brooks, Mary A. 24 30 May 1886
Pheips, Lida M. 20 23 Mar 1882
Warinner, Bernice 20 22Augl883

[Archive

[PK.0.01.04.02.07.09.03
[No information found
[PK.0.01.04.02.07.02.08.01

Mahaska Co., lA Births 1880-1889

Child Parents

Caster, Female Horace G. —Mary Alice Brooks
Date of Birth

20 Jul 1889 PK.0.01.04.02.07.09.03

Mahaska Co., lA WPA Burial Records

Castor, Geo. Born 19 Sep 1856 died 19 Mar 1873 Union Mills Cemetery, UnionTwp. [PK. 0.01.04.02.07.08.05
Castor, Jewa Born 9 Nov 1858 died 9Jan 1875 Union Mills Cemetery, Union Twp. [PK. 0.01.04.02.07.08.06

Deeds:

Mahaska Co., lA 17 June 1854 Aaron Custard bought land from Samuel M. and Caroline Walker.
Mahaska Co., LA 7 July 1859 John M. Custer and Samuel Williams bought land from Wesley McKein.
[No information found for Aaron Custard or John M. Custer.

Sheriffs Deed:

Mahaska Co., lA 16 December 1861 Stewart F. Custer received a Sheriffs Deed for land sold at a public auction.
[No information found for Stewart F. Custer.

Thank you Alexander Hall for responding to Mary Lou Wentz Salomon's request for more i n-
formation about theWentz Church. He has sent an article titled "The History of the Wentz
Church" It is a very interesting article about the life and times
of those who built the church. Alexander has obtained per- j r~*

mission from the His- -i
|||j|||MjP||^^ torical Society of Mont- \ ■

IB ^B gomery County in Nor-
■B' ^B ristown, Pennsylvania 1[|||

^  ̂B for us to reprint the arti-
Ul ' 1 cle. .'^7-Li-"

Due to the size of the ar
ticle it will be presented
in a continuing series
starting in the Decem
ber 2001 issue.

Quilt block by Doris Foster Custer to whom the quilt was dedicated
for her hard work, determination and love that went in to making ggg Library Spotlight page 52.
sure this quilt was completed. She passed away 22 October 2000
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Looking for updates on WR.0 William Cnster possible son of George Custer PK.0.01.03
Thanks to fflelvin and Eileen Myers we have some photographs for us to have faces to names

WR.O William Custer was born 1729/1732 in Penn

sylvania, possibly the son of George and Mary (Rhodes)
Custer. Family tradition .states that William was the .son
of George Custard. Whether these are the correct par
ents for William or not is not proven. It is known that
George and Mary (Rhodes) Custer had nine children
from a court petition found in Berks County, Pennsyl
vania Orphans Court records. Only eight of these chi 1-
dren are known. If this William is the son of George and
Mary (Rhodes) Custer, then he would have been their
oldest child, born in 1732.

William married about 1753 . His

wife was born about 1733. They lived in Virginia. Fam
ily tradition is that his wife was captured by Indians
about 1766 when she was returning home from a
neighbor's where she went to warp a piece of cloth. She
is supposed to have had three sons and three daughters
while in captivity. She was taken to Canada by the Indi
ans where after a long period of time she was sold to a
French doctor along with several other captives. The
doctor gave the captives their freedom after twenty years
of captivity. William learned of his wife's release and
started out to find her. He had been gone only a few
days when she returned home to find him gone. She be
gan backtracking and soon met some men digging a
grave. When she asked who the men were burying, they
replied that it was William Custer from Virginia, a
stranger. So William died about 1786. He was listed as
a resident of Greenbrier County, Virginia (now West
Virginia) in 1781. William was at Mathews Trading Post
in Rockbridge County, Virginia along with Edmond and
James Cain between 8 April 1771 and 26 January 1773.

After Williams death, his wife returned to the Shen-
andoah Valley where she lived for a short time, and then
moved to Kentucky to live with her son, Arnold, where
she died before 1791. This account was told by Ruel
Custer, a grandson, and published in the Madison Cou
rier, Bryantsburg, Indiana 15 April 1913. The account is
also in Land of Our Fathers History of Clark County,
Kentucky by A. Goff Bedford, although it is off by one
generation (it relates that Elizabeth School who married
Arnold Custer was the one captured by the Indians).
Ruel stated that his great- grandfather, William Custer,
had six children, three sons and three daughters.

Their children:

1. Arnold Custer bom 29 April 1755 in the Shenandoah
Valley; married Elizabeth Scholl 1788 KY; died 14 May

1840 Jefferson County, IN, buried Hebron Cemetery,
Belleview, IN.

2. Mary "Polly" Custer bom about 1753/1757 in the
Greenbrier Di.strict; married Edmond Cain about 1784

Greenbrier County, VA; died after 1830 OH.
3. William Custer bom about 1765 Augusta County,
VA; married Anna Smith 16 June 1785 Mason County,
KY; died 28 Febmary 1828 Miami County, OH.
?4. Solomon Custer appears on the tax list for Clark
County, KY in 1794-1795.

WR.0.01 Arnold Custer was born 29 April
1755 in the Shenandoah Valley, Virginia, the son of Wil
liam and (//) Custer. Amold bought 230 acres on Great
Levels in Botetourt County (now Greenbrier County) in
1774 adjoining Daniel Murley, James Caine, James
McClurgy & George Davison, on Warrior Road. Amold
was a Private in the Virginia Troops. Amold served in
the Greenbrier Militia in 1781 under Captain George
Davidson and Major Thomas Quirks and marched into
Kentucky that spring. Amold Custer entered a claim for
1000 acres on the North Fork of the Elkhorn in Fayette
County, Kentucky which was surveyed 21 March 1784.
He had a 1400 acre farm near where the city of Lexing
ton, Kentucky now stands. He lost this farm due an
older claim to the land being brought into court. He
went to Tennessee for the winter, and then came back to

Barron County, Kentucky where he purchased a 600 acre
tract. He also lost this land due to an older title to the

land brought into court. Amold and his family finally
moved to Indiana Territory where he purchased land in
Jefferson County.

Amold also served under General George Rogers
Clark and Colonel Benjamin Logan in the expedition
against the Indians who harrassed the early settlers of
Kentucky in the years immediately following the Revo
lution. Amold was elected a Lieutenant of the 10th Ken

tucky Regiment 28 June 1792 according to Govemor
Isaac Shelby's Journal. The "Cornstalk" Militia of Ken
tucky 1792-1811 by G Glenn Clift, p 3, shows Amold
serving on 9 August 1792.

Amold married Elizabeth Scholl/Shull 1788 in Ken

tucky. Elizabeth was bom 1755 in Augusta County, Vir
ginia, the daughter of William and Leah (Morgan)
Scholl. William Scholl lived in Augusta County, Vir
ginia and later in Rowan County, North Carolina, and

(Continued on page 56)
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Some 2001 Directory Updates Page 9
FCaOl.06.06 Alvin Boyd Custcr (1887)-{1981)

Page 25
PK.0.01.01

PK.0.01.01

Page 26
PK.0.01.01

PK.0.01.01

PK.0.01.01

PK.0.01.01

02.05.05 Elizabeth Cain Humble {1776)-{1833)
02.05.05.01 Delilah Humble Rankin (1795)-(1833)

02.05.05.01.06 Sarah Ranldn Kisrler (1828)-(1889)
02.05.05.01.06 .06 Charles Kistler (1867)^(1927)
02.05.05.01.06 .06.03 Hatcie Kisder St. Clair (1900)-(1995)

02.05.05.01.06 .06.03.01 Patricia A. St. Clair Ostwald (1926)-(0)

Page 55
Groom Bride

PK.0.01.01.01.02.02 Uriali Humble PK.0.01.01.02.05.01 Bridget Cain

Have you visited our web page lately? Http://maverik.rootswebxomycaoa
As of 28 Aupist2001 we have had 3519 visitors.

What vou can find on the web page
CAOA 2002 Reunion Updates
CAOA Library Index
CAOA News Caster index -2000 index coming
CAOA Photo-Albums -pictures added as requested
CAOA Sponsored Mail lists
CAOA Bylaws
CAOA Member Home Pages
And much more

You can help add to the web page by sending us
new links, photos, stories, suggestions. You can help
us keep it working properly by letting us know when
links are not working or correcdons need to be made.

Some of those visitors have signed our guest book. Check
it out, you may find a new cousin. A lot of them are not
members of CAOA. Unfortunately I have nor been able to
monitor the Guest Book and looking at it today there are a
lot of requests for information that have gone unanswered.

I thought it might be a good thing to have a person to
monitor die guest book. It would mean logging in to the
web page once a week and checking for new entries and
working with me to answer the questions.

If this is something you can help me do please let me
know. Patricia as temporary Vice President

I am trying to find the buriai piace for the foliowing persons;

JOHN CUSTER/CUSTARD, son of Peter and Ann (Godschalk) Custer b abt 1731/32 Philadelphia
Co., PA (now Montgomery Co., PA). He was supposedly born Worcester Twp. d 22 February 1794
Whitpain Township, Montgomery Co., PA bur'd ? (John is PK.0.07.01.03 (Paulus Kusters, He
manus Custer, Peter Custer, John Custer) MARY (Umstead/Umstat) CUSTER, his 1st wife, b
abt 1735 probably Philadelphia Co., PA d c1779 Whitpain Township., Montgomery Co., PA
bur'd ?

SARAH (Styer/Steyer) CUSTER, his 2nd wife m c1780 d 11 Aprii 1819 Whitpain Township.,
Montgomery Co., P bur'd ?

Am trying to locate records, etc. In Whitpain Twp. I feel they must be buried in Worcester Town
ship.

Settle Confer bconfer@ruraitel.net
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(W'R.O William Caster Cotuimwd from page 54)

Still later in Schollville, Clark County, Kentucky. Wil
liam SchoH's wife, Leah, was a sister of Squire Boone's
wife, Sarah Morgan. Squire and Sarah (Morgan) Boone
were the parents of Daniel Boone. Elizabeth Scholl's
brothers occupied the settlement (Schollville, Clark
County, KY) and preemption of Daniel Boone, which
he had assigned to their father, William Scholl. In an
old notebook, written by the grandson of Peter Scholl,
the Scholl family is documented:

Arnold and family settled in Jefferson County,
Indiana in 1814 near Mud Lick. Elizabeth died 10 June

1825 at Madison, Jefferson County, Indiana. Arnold
died 14 May 1840 at Madison, Jefferson County, Indi
ana. They were buried at the Hebron Cemetery near
Belleview, Jefferson County, Indiana.

Their children:

1. Reuel Custer born 7 October 1790 Lexington, KY;
married Martha Allen 31 October 1816 Barren County,
KY; died 9 August 1880 Jefferson County, IN, buried
Hebron Baptist Church Cemtery, Jefferson County, IN.
2. William Custer bom 6 September 1792 Lexington,
KY; married Sally Downer/Donner 4 May 1820 Jeffer
son County, IN; died 22 October 1881 ?Decatur
County, IN.
3. Sarah "Sally" Custer born 5 September 1794 Lex
ington, KY; married James Fielding 21 February 1813
Barren County, KY, married Mathew Robertsen.
4. James Custer bom 15 December 1796 KY; married
Catherine Ross 26 Febmary 1828 Jefferson County,
IN; died 10 July 1887 Jefferson County, IN, buried
Hebron Baptist Church Cemetery, Jefferson County,
IN.

5. Polly Custer born 28 April 1798 KY; spinster.
6. Jesse Custer bom 25 April 1800 KY; married Nancy
Spurgin I April 1830 Jefferson County, IN; died 16
February 1885 Jefferson County, IN.
7. Rachel Custer bom 15 October 1802 KY; married
Gideon Jackson 10 June 1819 Jefferson County, IN;
died 19 Febmary 1874.
8. Elizabeth Custer bom 5 October 1805 KY; married
John "Jack" Denny 7 January 1827 Jefferson County,
IN; died 14 January 1860.
9. Arnold Custer bom 2 March 1808 KY; married
Leanna Moore 7 April 1831 Jefferson County, IN, mar
ried Malinda Jane New 11 May 1839 Jefferson County,
IN; died 1887, buried Hebron Baptist Church Cemetery,
Jefferson County, IN.
10. Elijah Custer bom 8 January 1810 KY; died 1825
(killed by falling tree).
11. Isaac Custer born 10 September 1814 KY; married

Peggy Nichols 4 May 1829 Jefferson County, IN,
married Maria Felter I October 1840 Jefferson

County, IN.

WR.0.01.06 Jesse Custer was born 25 April
1800 in Kentucky, son of Arnold and Elizabeth
(Scholl) Custer. Jesse

came to Jefferson County, Indiana with his parents in
1814. Jesse married I April 1830 Nancy Spurgin in
Jefferson County, Indiana. Nancy was born 22 Feb
ruary 1802 in Kentucky, daughter of George and
Elizabeth (Perry) Spurgin. Nancy died 15 April 1883
in Jefferson County. Jesse died
16 February 1885 in Jefferson County.

Their children:

1. George Spurgin Custer born 18 January 1831 IN;
died 21 March 1847.

2. Ruell Fountain Custer born 18 July 1832 IN;
married Elizabeth Denny 14 October 1857 Jefferson
County, IN; 3 January 1918.
3. James William Custer born 29 March 1834 IN;
married Gertrude Van Buren 11 December 1856;
died 6 March 1915.

4. Jordan Custer born 20 April 1836 IN; died 15
Febmary 1864.
5. Isaac Custer bom 8 May 1838 IN; married Eliza
beth//.

6. Elizabeth Ann Custer born 6 May 1840 IN; mar
ried John Meisner 12 February 1867 Jefferson
County, IN; died 13 December 1886.
7. Martha Allen Custer bom 7 July 1843 IN; died
29 March 1847.

8. Jesse Boone Custer bom 22 Febmary 1845 IN;
married Janette "Nettie" Royce 18 June 1892 Jeffer
son County, IN; died 27 October 1924.

(Continued on page 57)

If you have any new information
to help us prove the line to George
Custer please let us know. If you
have any information that will
help us update the archives please
let us know. We are dedicated to

keeping the archives as up to date
as possible —Patricia
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WR.0.01.06.02.02 John Boone Custer born 4 Mar

1862 died 17 Dec 191 1 son of Reuel Founiain and

Elizabeth (Denny) Cu.ster married Nora Ellen Smith

fl
Their Children:

1. Llnnie Custer born 3

May 1888 died 3 Feb

1971 married Charles S.

Ruel Fountain Custer
Young Linnie Custer

WR,0.01.06.02 Reuel Fountain Custer born 18

July 1832 in Indiana, son of Jesse and Nancy (Spurgin)
Custer. Rue! married 14 October 1857 Elizabeth Denny
in Jefferson County, Indiana. They located in Jennings
County. Indiana.

Their children:

1. Mary A Custer born about 1861.

2. John Boone Custer born 3 March 1862 d 17 Decem

ber 1911 married Nora Ellen Smith..

3. Jesse L Custer born May 1864; married Nora Etta
Anderson.

4. James A Custer born September 1865.
5. Clarence T Custer born November 1874.

Clarence T. Custer

brother of John Boone

Known as Uncle "Tommy

THe

f i
f



CAOA Officers

President Patricia Gister

Vice Presidattx.

Sea-etaiy. Arlene Castor
Treasure]-. Bryce Wiuiless
Editor. Mary-Margaret Ward

CAOA Trustees

Harold Castor (2002) Mary-Margaret Ward;
(2002); jack K. Castor (2004) Charles Marsteller
(2004): Sandee Lacy (2006) George Davis (2006);

Appointed Positions
Librarian A/ary-Margaret Ward
Publications Manage]- Sue Wanless
Reunion Chairs

2002 Mary-Margaret Ward
2004 Sandy Alexander

Historian Phillip Castor
Web Maste]- Thomas Weingan
Archivist Patricia Caster

Queries

Menibersfjip Incjuim Atxhive Questions
Change of Address CAOA Questions

Patricia Caster

PO Box 953

Windsor, CA 95492 -0955
Maverik@cwnet.coni

Bo]Towmg C40A Books — Librarian
Mary-Margaret Ward
2214 Clay Street
San Francisco, CA

Mmward2001@mindspring. com

Membership Dues Book Purchases
Library Deposits News Caster Issues

Bryce Wanless
21731 Luisa

San Antonio, TX 78259-2159

The News Caster is published quarterly by
The Castor Association of America. Past

issues of the News Caster may be ordered
from the Treasurer.

The Castor Association ofAmerica

Is a non-profit corporation dedicated to
the discovery And preservation

of fitmily history for all variations
of the fomily surname:

Kuster Koster Custer Kusterd Kuester Kes^r

Custard Kustard Kaster Kistard Kister

Gerster Caster Castor Kastor

Koester Kiester

Keister

CAOA Business

Hi Everyone!

From the President

As President of CAOA I wish to express on behalf of the CAOA our co n-
dolences to Jack Castor and Barbara Vaillencourt on the loss of their loved
ones. If you wish to send a note to them their addresses are in the member
ship directory.

In my last message I said that the CAOA is faced with some challenges.
I am happy to say that I received two responses from members with offers
to help and the only positions for the election of officers that are not filled
are President and Vice President. According to the bylaws we have to an
nounce the slate of officers in the December issues. We only have 2
months to fill the nominations. Please let us know if you are willing to
serve in either office for the years 2002-2004. If you have any ideas on
how we can keep the CAOA going without a President and Vice President
please let me know.

On a brighter note the plans for the reunion are zooming along. Mary-
Margaret is going to be in KC soon to finalize some of the events that will
be happening next summer. She plans to have everything in place in time
for the December issue for everyone to know what will be happening in
KC. I am looking forward to it this year some exciting things are planned.

Mary-Margaret has accepted the position as CAOA Librarian. The books
have all arrived and have been set up so that she can send out books as they
are requested. Brenda sent the books in numbered packages so it will be
easy to find the books and made for a smooth transition. Mary-Marg^et
will be able to fill the outstanding requests when she returns from her trip
to Kansas. If you have requested a book and not received it please let her
know. Patricia

President Duties
The President will conduct all business of the Association and oversee the co

ordination of all genealogical information received. The President shall make a
quarterly report in writing to the trustees and officers concerning all aspects of
Association business. The President sends a welcoming letter to new mem
bers with their lineage.

Vice President Duties
Work closely with the President and be able to take over the duties of the
President when necessary. Be in charge of membership and actively recruit
new members. Provide the Publications Manager accurate member addresses
for mailing of the New Caster. Issue the Membership Directory each June.
Provide the Editor quarterly updates of address changes and new members to
be published in the News Caster.
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iHentortal

CASTOR, Anita Jotinson, of
San Rafael passed away.
Chapel of the Hiiis, San
.Anseimo,

41&-453-8440.

safigsaBBBl .

AiHta Johnson Castor
A zest fcf Iffe. learning, s^ing the

vmdd, working with and helping
others punctuated the life of Anita
^ns<Ki Castor.

She was born in Fairfield,

Cormedkxjt to Carl Hel^ Mnsc«
and Kirsten Viola Bramft^g. The
grand niece of Hjatmar Brandting:
firat Socialist Premier of Sweden,
^e was raised bilingual and her
eiuty life brougtti honors flirough
grade and high sctiool. She was
graduated from Vassar College,

at frairfleW Univeraity- later in Bfe,
s}^ recKved a sea:^ Masters m
&iig and Alcohol Counseling. Her
fifekmg lo\ra of teammg prompted a
trarrage of Associate Duress from
Martn and Sonoma cdfeges and

Tra^l began early when her
parents twk her to Europe. Since
that time she has 'dsited over 100
ccHintries. Exotic and out of the way
places were high on her list. Swne
of ttiose were Nepal, Kashmir,
ladakti, all of Central and South
/towica, Africa, the MkWIe East,
^tralia, New Zealand. Easter
Island. The Galapagos and
Southeast ̂ ia. Trsun tra^: Frwn
ttia sublime Blue Tralfi of South
Africa to the narrow gauge
Colombian train through the
nw5uana fields from Bogota, to die
coasfel resort of Santa Maria wrare

rxxtWKm.

On August 28th, 1965. Anita
rr^nied Jack K. Castor of San

Rafael and mD\®d across the
mintry with her three sons, Jeffrey.
Craig and Scott Asfnnun. Jad< and
Anita continued to live in the house

Ittatthey built 35 ̂ars ago.
in Cat^ia. Anita be»me active

in teaching Spanish, and continued
her learning career, as weti as
mrrking at tlncoln House Detox
Center in San Rafael She aiso

wtuntssred at the old Ross

Hospital and most recrantiy at the
Kaiser Hospital in Terra Linda..

Early American Indian art and
artifects caught her eye. Witti the
usual determination, she studied,
listened and researched and
became an art historian and
ct^lector ot Native American Art.

She loved faring her knowledge
and enthusiasm with anyone

Anite's ̂ ulsffive and guide
rec<^itkm of the whole picture"
n«<fe her a winn^ with her many
feoKte. Her pas^ for Bridge also

Anita Tiwd an IncredH^y full fife
that did nr^ go urmofced- She loved
her kids and suppwfed them In me
way she Imew best; in metr time of
need. She is survived by her
ht^band. Jack; son, Jeffrey and
wife, C^ns of Medtod, Oregcm:and

Ashtmsn of San Rafael. She tiad
two granrfeons. Dylan {16) and
G^nor Ashmun (2) of Medfwj,

Son, Scott Ashmun
pr^^ded her in deaft.

fferife and Jack had one Heliuva

Tf^.
Bai Voyage Ar^l
A Memorial wiii be held at

Mwte's Chap^ of fee Hills, 330
Redhill Avenue, San Anselmo, on
Ffk%, July 13. at 2 p.m.

IS) N^len Avenue, Cede Madera,

San Ans^TO 453-8440

Here is a .snapshot of
: Mom. it has been my fa-
' vorite since childhood. It
was taken at her fiature

mother-in-law's home

when she was eighteen
years old. The picture
above her is of Charles

Arthur Ouster. Sr.,s/o

Charles Arthur Ouster. Sr.

& Martha Clara Ogger.
Barbara Vaillencourt

Mae Audry Cecil Ouster

MAE AUDRY CUSTER, 72
EDMORE — Mae Audry

Custer, 72, Vestaburg, passed
away Sunday Oct. 8, 2^00, m
Saline.

She was bom May 23, 1928, in
Lawton, VY.Va., tiie daugliter oJ
Charles and Hallev Butrick Cecil.

Mrs. Custer was a member or
Church of jesus Christ of Latter-
day Saints, Mount Pleasant,
She was preceded m death by

her husband, Cnarles Arthur
Custer |r.. aiid two daughtos.
Debra Jean and Tamn\y Sue
Custer.

Mrs. Custer is survived by her
childreiv Barbara Custer
VaiHanceurt, William Arthur
Custer, both of Saline, John
Gordon Custer of Kedford, Davia
Rev Custer, Oamel Lee Custer.
Charles Arthur Custer III. all or
Ve.stabarg; 13 grandchildr<.ur and
seven great-grandchildren; nvci
sisters and brotliers-in-law,
Kfldileen mrd Cecil Patterson or
Wayne, Erma and Cedl Nielson
of 'Lansing; and one brother,
Elmer Cecil of Edrnore.

Funeral services will be 11 a.m.
Thursday at Stebbins-
McCullough Chapel, Edmore.
Interment wiil be in Vinewood
Cemetciy, Edmore.

Friends may cai! fn)m 3:30 to 5
and 7 to 8;3Cl p.m. today at the
funeral home.

Memorial contributions may
fee macie to the American Cancer
Socfetj.' or the Juvenile Diabetas
Assoaatioii.

CoiTcctions to the obituary:

2nd paragraph: Omitted
my grandmother's middle
name, should read Halley
Evelyn Butrick Cecil.

3rd paragraph: Spelled my
sister's name incorrectly,

should read Deborah Jean

4th paragraph: Spelled my
surname inconectly, should

read Vaillancourt; gave
wrong middle name for
brother. David, should read

David Ray. Shoul have

read ...two sisters, Kathlee

(Cecil) Patterson of Wayne,
Erman (Cecil) Nielsen of

Lansing

Volume XIX Number 2 Page 59 September



Castor Family
oniy

In This Issue

Frederick and Hannah Keister Survive Fort Seybert

Massacre 41

From the CAOA Archives: 43

Researching in Cowley Co., K5 46

New Members 47

New Books in the CAOA Library 29

Library Spot —Historical Society of Montgomery

County, Pennsylvania 32

33

35

2001 Directory Updates 35

Mahasko County, IA Notes 36

James Thompson/Thomas Caster 36

Leam more about CAOA!

Are you interested in leanrning more about the
Castor Association of America? Visit die CAOA web

site: Http://maverik.rootsweb.com/caoa and find out
about the CAOA and download a membership form.
Membership dues are Si5.00 per year (S20 the first
year). As a member you will receive four issues of the
News Caster and a CAOA Membership Direaori'.
Please contact Patricia Caster whose name and address

are listed under "Queries" on page 2. Or if you prefer,
send an email to maverik@avnet.com.

Members

The Castor Association of America does have a cen

tral email address (Castor-Assoc-L@rootsweb.com)
which is used to help keep the membership informed
about the CAOA It is a very quiet list until we have
something to discuss. It gives the members a chance
to voice their thoughts about what is happening in
CAOA If you would like to be on the list please send
a note to maverik@cwneLcom and let us know. Only
CAOA members are on this lisL

The Editor welcomes original articles from members of die association. Articles may be submitted via email, by
disk in IBM format and/or typewritten. Pictures are welcomed as is documentation. All materials submitted for
publication is subject to editing. Every effort will be made to publish accurate material. The Castor Association of
America and the editorial staff assumes no responsibility for errors of fact or juc^ment on the part of the contribu
tors, nor are they responsible for he publishing rights of the contributed material.
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