-ty

CHITTRNDEN
)
"Chittenden Fasily: W¥illiam Chittenden of Guilford, Conn., and his Descenddnts"
OQompiled by Alvan Taloott, AsM.s M.De

of the Arthyr, in hie "Derivation of Family lemes," considers the neme as
derkted from corzupt Britich and Weleh—from the words chy "house,” tane "lower," and
din or dun "hill," the lower house on the hill.

The orthogrephy of the neme hns been subject to grsat veriations, as is the case witl
most nemes in the sarlier yeriods. At pressnt, almost unifors ussge hae esttled upon the
form CHITT"NDEN, The neme ie quite common at the present dsy in London and other parts
of Englaad.

¥a have a record of only %wo femiliea of Chiitendens as coming to this country in
ite eerly history. One of these was Thomes Chittenden, linen weaver, who ceme with his
gons lsaso, in 1835 from Vepping in Kent, and sstiled in Scituate, Flymouth Co., Masss.
His dezcondente cre still found in thet #cinity. The relationship of this Family to the
Conn. Chittendenss though probabls, hes not besn sscertained.

The engestor of this lstter Family which it is the object of this work to sketoh,
was Killia- Ohittenden. He was one of the sompany of twenty~Cive, gathered chiefly from
the covntias cf Xents Surrey, end Suzsexmfin the south of Englend, who determined to leave
their netive lend and sesk n new heme in the wildernese, in order to emjoy the free exer—-
eise of thedr religicus yrincipler. Thelr firet recorded act as a separate commnity was
the Covenant, which they sizned on ehrip-boerd, whils on the pmssage, snd which ie here
transcribed.

OOV HANT

Wes whose names ere herveunder written, intending by God'e grecious permission to
plant oureslves in Hew England and if it msy be, in the southerl psris sbout Quinnmipiack
¥e do faithfully promise each %o each, for ourselves and femiliee, snd those that belong
40 us; that we will thoe Lor d aselsting us; eit dowvn snd join ourselves together in one
entire plentation; and o be holpful each to the cther im every common worls according
to avery =an's mbility and as need ahall reutire; mand we promise nol to desert or leave
epoh other or the plantation, Wit with the comsont of the reat, or the grestar part of
tha compeny who have anterad in%to this engegemsnt.

As for our gathering 4ogethor in s church my, and the choloe of officers and mem—
bers to be joined together in thet way, we do refer oursolves until much time es it ghall
pleass God to etile us in our plentation.

In witness whereof we subseribe our hands, the firsi doy of June 1639,

RBobert Kitchell John Hoadly Thomaa Norton
John Bishop John 8tone Abraham Cruttenden
Frencis Bushnell #1lien Plane Franeis Chatfield
Williem Chittendec M.chard Cutridge ¥illiam Helle
Williem Leete John Hughes Thomes Neigh
Thonze Joanes ¥111iae Pudley Henry Kingemorth
John Jurdon Jolm Parmelin Henry Doude
Wlliem Stone John Hephpm Thomas Coclce

Henry Whitfield _
This compeny soiled fyom Englend for Ameriea about the 20th of May, 1659, in e ship
of 350 tons, and ofter & passege of about coven weeks arrived in Hew Haven abogt the
10th of July. They mede arrangsments for settling in Ghilford in the sutumn of the sane
yesry adding to their company some few whom they foumd 4in New “even. The deaed of pure
chese of the lends for the colony from “heumpishuh, the sechem sguaw of Menunkatuck ie
dated Sept. 29 (Oct. 2 ¥.5.); 1639.

Prominent among ths orizinel settlers of Guilford wes WILLIAM CHITISLIEN. e came
from the parish of Crenbrock, in Fent, sowe 35 miles 8.E. of London. Little is lmowm of
his =ntecedeniz. In the record of beptisan in the parish of Merden, near Cranbrook,
ocours this sutry: "Mapch, 1594. Wlliiem, som of fobert Chittsnden, (Signed)

Salmon Boxer, Vicar of Merden."




Thers is no remson to doubt that this Williem is identicael with Williem the emigrent.
No other records of the Chittenden family esn be found in the adjecent parishes, CUran-
brook, Merden, Velford and Goudhurst, for the last half of the 16th century.

Mr. Ohittenden wes e men of sbility and influence, and during his whole 1ife filled
many important offices in the pbentation. le was one of the 6 persons eslected to purchas
the lands in Guilford from the native owners, and was elsc one of four, (Robert Kitchell,
Willism Chittenden, Joln Bichop, end ¥Williem Leete) who received, sccording to the record,
"full power end authority to mct, order end dispatch all matters respecting the publich
weele end civile gobermnment of the plantation, until & church is gathered amonge us,"

On the gathering of the church, June 19 (June 29 N.S.) 1643, these L megistretes resigned
their truet to the church, which, as in New Haven, exercised control in seculer end civil
matiers, as woll as in those releting to eesligion.

My, Chittenden was the prineipal military msn of the plantation, bearing the title
of lieutenant. BSavege stetes, I. Bl, that "he had been a soldier in the English Army
in the Nethorlends in the Thirty Years War, and that he resched the rani of Mejor." He
was & magistrote of the plentation snd deputy &o the General Court until his death.

fiie lende are thus deseribed in Ohilford ProprietorTs’'Records, I. 2:

Imprimis, One home lot, containing end allowed for three mcres and a gquarier, fronting
to the street on the lorth, rearing back to the lend of Thomes Fremch on ths South,
bounded with the home lot of Mr. Jacob Sheeffe on the Bast. Adjoining to whioh sald
home lot the seid Williem Chittenden hath sixteen acres of uplend, and seven ncres and
one=half of meadow land, more or less, abutting sgainst the land of Richard Hues on the
South, and encompassed with the Weet River on the West end Horth.

Item--One piece of uplend in the plein, containing end allowed for slx acres end three-
quarters, morc or leesy butting up to the lene by the mill lot, reering beck to the
margh land of Jolm Bighop on the Wests, bounded with the lend of Henry Goldem on the
South, and the lend of George Uhatfield on the North.

Other lote are degeribed in e similar manner, and he amount of the whole is about
100 peres. The home lot and lend edjoining first deseribed above, passed upon his death
into the possossion of hie oldest son, Thomas. Thomes divided it equally between his two
morried sons, Williom and Joeish, emch son having 1 3/4 msoree fronting on the street
(now neme Broad street) snd eight moree of uplend edjoining, with a portion of the marsh
lend. Josish's portion wes emst of Williemsl and extended eround Williem's in the form
of en L, both portions being bounded on the West by the river.

Theee portions have since been united, and the old encestral property has been in the
possession of someons of the descendants of the first William in every generation dowm
to the present time. The present owner is Hon. 8imeon B. Chittenden, of Brookly, H.Y.,
of the seventh generation, who has done much to improve and besutify the place of his ¥Y
birth, making it hie summer residence.

The spot eslected by Willian Chittenden 240 years ago for his new home is a remark-
ebly fine location. It overlooks the Memmkatuck river, which winds its way like & rib-
bon of silver, through a wide expanse of meadow geined from the sea, and level ss a floor,
clothed in summer with herbage of the richest green, but converted, when the tide ie quits
high, into a smooth lake, half a mile 'n width, which, as if by magic, in six hours van-
ishes eway with the receding tide, lesving only a gently flowing streanm.

Willtam Chittenden wes married while in England to Joanna Sheaffe, daughter of Dr.
Bdmund end Josrme Sheaffe, of Cranbrook, Kent. (Dorothy Sheaffe, sister of Joanna, was
the wife of Rev. fenry Whitfield, first minister and laldin‘? menber of the Guilford
colony.) It ie probable that two or more of lr. Chittenden s ten children were bom in
Bnglend. The birth of his sixth child, Hennah, ie on the Guilford Reecorde at the date
of Nov. 15, 1649, previous to which time no provision seems to have been made in the
plantation for the public pecord of births.

My, Ohdttenden died at the age of about 67 years in Feb. 1660/1. In the New Haven
Colonial Records, pe 417, we find this entry:

"An inventory of the estate of Willm Chittenden of Guilford, deceased, waes presented,
amounting to BS77 16s. 7d. 2s presented and proved in court at Cuilford, the 2lst of
February, 1660/1, upon oath of Joane Chittenden, the widow end relict of the sayd Willm
Chittenden, decease’', for the quantity, end by the testimony of Abrsham Cruttenden,
senr, John Fowler, and Willm Stone, appraisers, for the valuation to be just.

¥illm. Leete, Governor."



Joarma Ohittenden, widow of William, merried 2d in 1665, Abraham Cruttenden of
Guilford as his second wife. She died in Ouilford, Aug. 16, 1668. Her mother, Joanna
Shesffe; widow of Dr. Bdmmd Sheaffe, emigrated with the femily from Englend and died
in Guilford, August 1, 1659.

2: Thomes m. Joarme Joprdan
2. Eligabeth m. Thomas ¥right

« Hatheniel m. Sarch
5. John m, Hamah Fletcher
G “ﬂw ms Joln Lecte

7. Hanmeh Nov. 15, 1649, d. y 1650
8. Joseph Apr. 'Hh 1&52, d. June 22, 1552
9. Hemmah Apr. 14, 1652, d. Sept. 13, 16?&
10. Deborah Deo. 12' 1553. de 3&?1’-. 16’ 167“"
11. Joanma
It ie stated in l.Eng. Gen. snd Hist. Reg.s SSII, 160, that Mary Merriam (widow of Rol~
ert, who died July 22, 1693) mentiona in her will dated Feb. 15, 1688, four children of
her sister Ohittenden, Jolm, Nathenile, M¥ary and Joenns. The other six hed died pre-
viously to thet date.
2
Thomes Chittenden, son of ¥Willism, probably born in Bngland, married Joarma Jordan, dau.
of John and Amma Jopdan, of Guilford. His residence was on the old homestead. EHe died
Ootober, 1665
12. Bamuel b. Sept. 20, 1664, d. Jen. 15, 1694
13. Williem Octs 5p 1666, m. Hernmah
4. Josma Dec. 15, 1568, ne de Jen. 14, 1672
15. Abigeil Deg. 15, 1670, m. Caleb Bennett
16. Thomas Jan, 12, 16?#[ Be de 1722
17. Mehitabel 1675
18. Josish 1677+ ms Hemnah Shermen

3
Elizabath Chittenden, dau. of Wiliem, was married Jume 16, 1657, to Thomes Wright, of
Wethersfield, Comn., who was born in 1632, end died, sged 51, Auguet 2%, 1683

Thomag be Mar. 1, 1660 me. Sarah Eenton
Mary Mar. 4, 1664
Hermah Har. 10, 16?0
Lydia Mar. 12, 1672

Elizabeth  Faba. 17, 1451!':5Jlr

Nathaniel Chittendeny mon of Willle,. resided in Guilford. He m. Sarah g and died
Juns, 1691. FHis residence was on COrooked Lano, now Htate stroet--s lot now inowmn as
the Starr lace.

19, Hathaniel, be Mg 10, 1669, m. Eligabeth Stevens

20. Sarsh Mar. 2, 1672, m. Jemes Patterson
21. Mary Febs. § 1675, m. Thomas Boremen
22, Josaph, Sept. ﬁ. lmi me Mehitobel Fierce
2%, Hermah Mar. 15, 1680

24, Deborah Oot. 15, 1682, d. 1684

25, Cornelius 1685, m. Abigail Rutty

2

Sergt. John Chittenden, son of Willism, m. Dec. 12, 1565, fsnnsh Fleteher, dan. of Johm
Fletcher of Milford, He died in Guilferd, April 1717, =sged 73

26. John Det. 19, 1565. m. Sarah Gla:,r

2?- Eligabeth Jan, ﬁ. 16?0] ms Thos. Oruttenden

28, Jﬂ“p‘h. i Mar. ﬁ' 15?2. Ms H-w K!.u‘harly

29‘ Gideon &Ftu 25. 16?&1 ds 1'679

30. Abel May 1%, 1681, m. Deborah Scranton

3l. Lydia Har., 30, 1684, m. ¥Williap Hell



6
Mary Chittenden, deu. of Willism, m. Oct. 4, 1670, Joln Lests, ocldest son of Gov. William
Leete snd Arma Payne, born in 1639, ssid to be the first whiteehild born in Guilford.

He died in Gu§lford, aged 53, Nove 25, 1692. Mary died, eged 65, March 9, 1712.
Ann ba ME- 5[ 15?1 ms Joln Collins

John Jan, 4, 1674, n. Sarah Allen
Joshua July 7, 1676, m. Mary Hunger

Sarah T 15, lﬁnp m. Eliakim Morghall
Polatish Mar. 26, 1681, m. Abigail Fowler
Mehitabel Decs 10, 1&&5' me Dr. Anth. Laborie
Benjanin Dec. 26, 16858, m. Rachel Champion
Daniel Sept. 23, 1669, d.y.

Our Abigedl Chittenden married Samel Buell om Mey 35, 1711. Samuel was be 3-8~1690,
80 Abigall was probably born sbout the same %ime. Her name dows not appear in this
book, The children of ¥William Ohittenden, son of Thomes 2 date from 1699 to 1710 (too
late). The Children of Joslal, son of Thowas 2, range £rom 1710 to 1725 (Musch too lete).
The children of Nathaniel seem to fis the picture best but Abigsil is not included.
The others are as follows:

k9

Natheniel Chittenden, son of Hathenisl who was son of William, m. Elisabeth Stevens,
dau, of Thomas Stevens snd Mary Fletcher, of Killingworth, born July 14, 1668. Hathaniel
mttaﬂﬁ# ranoved to Eillingworth in 1689. !His wife died Nov. 15, 1838, aged 70 years.

« TIhebe, be Jan. 25, 1&91' m. Wm. Keleey
45. Timothy Mugs 19, 169, m. Dorothea Stevens
6. Eligabeth Mare 7y 1699, m. Hobert Hurd, of loddbury
47. Natheniel June 6, 1701, m. Lucy Nettleton.

Joseph Ohittenden, son of Natheniel wms not merried until 1708. Cornelius wus married
in 1734 end left no dhdldren.

Of the sone of John Chittenden, son of Willlam: John was msrried 1701; Joseph was marrie
in 1692 end resided in Guilford. His children weres

%- Doboreh be Jan. m' 1693' m. Jolm Epim
57« FPetience Jen. 19, 1696, m. John Hubbard

8. Oidson Fgbe 3 1658, m. Abigeil Bishop
5%. Denisl Mar. 15, 1700, m. Abigeil Downs
60. Jossph Jen. 25, 1702, m. Patience Stone
61. Thenkful Jen, 27, 1704; m. Timo. Bartlett

These dates are not so bad, but the names do not £it into the pichire of Buells and
Stevens, like thoss of Nathaniel mnd Eliszabeth.
Abel Chittenden, son of John was m. July 5, 1721. All others are much too late.
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