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iWillian Cloe, my father, the son of James and Elizabeth Cloe, of', L
Scotch and ‘elsh descent, was born in 3tufford County, Virginle, in . -
the year 1300, He was the sixth of seven sons and four daugihters.

dis father died when he was & small puy, and his mother moved to
Sourodon County, Kentucky, with the family, where he grew to manhoode ;.

After the deuth of his mother he married at the age of twenty-tuo
and in tine year 1331 moved to Illinois., He was dissat isfied there' : |
with the flat, wet country, and stayed only a few years, TFrom there
he noved to southwest IZissouri, about 1833 or 1854, and located in-
Jasper County. He bullt a log house for a home, w1 a large tract of -
land .ith a large spring of water and settled down to farm. This.
is now Xnoun as vthe !oss Spring rroperty, where I was said to havé
been born February 7, 1351. The house of hewed logs still stands. '

about 1352 my father sold this property and bought land around . %
anotiier spring a little west of this in the same county, opened up -
a farm and built the town of Fidelity, :iissouri. : ST

The rirst residence that he built there was a heuvy hewed log house;
with two roous, a hall between them and two stories high., We lived .
there several years wiile he was openinz up his farm and building
the town of Fidelity., Ynile living here when I was about three years
of age my mother became ill and passed away., R o

P

adout this time a Doctor Thornton moved in and located. e children .
were sumiall so my father kept a housekeeper, but she could not do all
the work. Doctor Thornton traded with the Indians and was away from
home 1auch of the time, but he left a black woman and man in charge.

1y Tether hired the negroes and kept them several years, and
Aunt Auy was .y black mammy for a time,k -
I'he little town of Fidelity was practically the center of a large
scope of new country being developed rapidly by honest, sensible,
industrious, moral and religious people, most of whom were from
Ileatucky, Tennessee and Virginia, Pidelity was situated about seven
miles sodouth of Carthage, twelve miles west of Sarcoxie and about
fourteen miles north of Granby and Neosho.

One of tne {first moves oy father made toward civie igaprovenent wus
to donate five acres of land on which to build a church and to
finance most o1 the building expense. It was a very large frame
buildin;: in which our schools were taught. Ly father gave the land
€2 tue Christian Church for church purposes, and when it ceased to
be used ior such the land was to revert to him and his heirs.

Ihere was u jo00d hotel or tavern built and owned by Jack Burton.
rhere were a couple of stores, a wagon shop, blacksmith shop, =nd a
srocery in this prosperous little town. There was o tun yard, too,
operated by itoger 3utherland, tanner and shoeumakel, where ;eople



W

b
i

taze two

took the beef hides to be tanned and got one-half the hide back in
leather. There was good timber near, which the people cut and
took bark fram it to the tan yards for tanning hides. The timber
was split and used for Tence rails. :

A little later Burton operated a stage stand there, and it was
interesting to see the big "rockaway" couwe in loaded with people, .
horses going full speed and wuite with foam. The stage driver
cerried a large bugle and sounded the warning of his couing; the
tired horses were replaced quickly by a fresh team, and the stage
was off again. R

ool

it is true that I was a small boy, but there were many pleasant as::
well as disagreeable incidents that left lasting impressions on me,
I remewber that Colonel Thomas Dale and John Halsel, wealthy men -
who owned negroes, lived about three miles from Fidelity on - Lo
ad joining farms. John Halsel had an old blacX man, Uncle Joe, who ..
walked with & cane., Aunt Louise was his wife, and belonged to -
Colonel Dale. Uncle Joe always walked home after his day's work '«
was done, a distance of about one-half mile, ’ .

Golonel Dale and Halsel had good orchards end made good apple cider..
On election days end other special occasions ir. Halsel with:Uncle .
Joe drove to twwn in the wagon drawn by a gentle yokeé of oxen, -
carrying a barrel of cider and a box of ginger cakes. I always
looked for Uncle Joe, helped him to find a shady grove on which to
settle, and cared for the oxen after he unhitched them, Then I
crawled up in Uncle Joe's wagon.
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I have not forgotten the ginger cakes. They were eight or nine
inches long, about four inches wide and about two inches thick,
'Jith a glass of cider they melted in my mouth. I have eaten ginger
cakes since, but none ever tasted like Uncle Joe's. Uncle Joe was
a fovorite and everyohe bought his cake and cider, '

among the disagreeable memories is the fact that I cared for the
stock belonging to the people who were guests in our home. Often
tiey cuie in numbers to attend church or other occasions and my
futher tried to take care of all who came.

He was a member of the Christian Church, converted under the
preaching of Alexander Campbell and Barton W. 3tone in Kentucky.
ile was a great admirer of Alexander Campbell, and considered himca
rowerrul specker.

after the church building was finished great revival meetings were
held in Fidelity by pioneer preachers, strong men and earnest.
3ach were 3uchanan, the Scotts and rrofessor Charles Carlton of
3pringfield, and many others. They attracted large crowds, and ny
vrothers and I had the job of caring for their horses and oxen.
They would come in wagons drawn by oxen or horses, and horse back.
All of this was distasteful to me.

fhe people who came to the meetings in the ox wagons generally had
plenty of good horses at home but, as I remember, the heads ot the
f.iilies preferred to take thelr fumilies with the trusty oxen.



FRF RO

-~

Fie e rore aclds of fuwoilics in thoce days =nd 50 recosnized and
res 2euEd.

" wene ber very well that we childroen visited our brother-in-law¥s
Tu ity rive .illes away, soing J.turd.y a2rternoon and returning '

Tadey. Tien there were five childvren in our fanily -- Blizabeth, .. -

joun dwylor, 'Millian ilenry and wmos G 2nd Jaues, a half-brother,
older tual 1. 'fe went in tine oX waszon drawn by Cass and Taylor,
large, rav spirited oren, while there were dogzens of horses lu.our
lots and on pastures, and even a nise bAZSY and carriaze aicely

tached away about the place. ‘

Aoy the substantall citizens or that vicinity were such people
oslonel Chiomas Dzle, John Hualsel, 'Tush end Clifty Robinson, the
ligkey brothers -- :iddleton, Banister and Joshua; Major Billy .
1 i1en, [idow Dunn, John unstat, tihe 'feobos, Jr. ‘fes Vlulker and
handreds oi others that I migat Mention. Thnese visited often in 1
~ther's nong, B0 1 knew their well. : sy

i

N, VTolker was a good farmer, wnd £ty dned tie norses he rolsed.
o un daveresting sizit to e Lo gee il lhorses, 211 blanketed,
sulng to the counly rLulr, hendled by nls sons, Tiowas, Burrils,

Avin, Jiw and Jeke. ihe DOys nad one sister, I'rances.

, RPN
e Jdelker Tauily wwas a plosperous ie, and..all were:i 008 JOTKeXsS.

s, Jeliker and veznces made Cielr sun cloties and those for Dre-
Ioleer wnd the boys, besldes wi ab 1ad ance of bed clotillng.

out tois tine my fabher narried Tae widow iiickey, wio lived near
Pidelity. Sne had three sons -- Joliin, middiston und Jdchuel., The
1t entioned s lhe younge:st, anout the age of .y brother,

T .rlor, just older tian I. They had lived near us, nad gone to
e 00l in o widelity with us and we.were sood friends. Iy Lutaer tlien -
nad o fally of seven ooys to care for and we were very agreeable,

“u these days all prosperous Tormers had e danch of fine sheep, and
T.:de tihe ecloth of which their clothes were made, 'They had loowus,
iouis house, curds, spinning wheel, etc, 1 new mother carded and
spun the wool and uade the cloth for clothes for the seven boys.
Jhe stood each of us in the floor with a tane to take our .leasures;
thnen zpresd the cloth on a table, cnallted it off, ocub it, then mrade
the clobiies, '

L3, Iilker did the same for her Tuaily, «nd both had all kinds of

#ine oed clothes -- quilts, counterpanes, coverlets, blankets, etc,

any of the nicer ones they made together, )
i

.11 thne wouen made tuelr clothes ut hiome, diszing and gatueriug

L. S0 uneir cvoloring from thie hilds. I Lizve w quilt I.otner made
sooub 1305; this was made oy wy futher's second wife, whom I c¢illed
C onr.  Clomen who were inberested in moking cloth and cloties, us
T LUane was, ie.de bewutiful, s.woll clothh end Tast colovrs. [.9sU
colars were Sray, a .ixture of blue -nd orusn Lt did unot :de.

e cuwting and Ditting was perfect. i owish £ hed sueh a sudb Sod o




co.aing to #idelity riding well trained and spirited animals, elttlng

iagze four
£ went O mention anotier citizen who loved my Pather, to whom I
3i:il refer as HEsyuire L. ile lived on a poor furw sowe ten miles
west o Fidelity. e was Justice of the Feace (3quire), not a
Prospelous nkalle e would come to Fidelity most every wesk, rldlng
his old yeilow horse, and come to Father's house (instead of goling
to the thcrn), get down as if at home, and was welcomed to dinner
oy f.ther. \e boys resented the job of feeding and caring for

"0ld Yaller" while the Sguire was there. 3ometimes he vould

spend the night., Iis clothes were clean enoush, out he 4id not
dress as well as the average furmer, _but he felt his ilugportance of
veiny squire. I will leave ubjulre i here for a tiwme, :

The country was full of fine young men and young ladies, and all had
iine suddle horses. They raised and handded tinem from colts and the -
aniuals became very gentle. We boys spent®*much time petting, saltlng
znd currying our colts, and when they became a year o0ld they were .-
easily hzndled. ‘fe would put a surcingle, bridle, uartingale on our
pet colt, nut rings on the surcingle, rein up well then turn it ks
loose. Tne next thlng we would rlde it, The o 4,: uen. aad 1;3:35.;:‘,*

The young men and ladles of that section were splendid riders. When o
i was but a lad I was thrilled to see probably a dozen couples -

erect, the ladies wearin long riding skirts reaching almost to
their horses' knees, the horses chauano the bits, giving the
impression they wanted to show of'f for taeivw rlders:

i.iddlet on Hickey was a prosperous farmer living about three miles
from Jldellty, who owned one negro slave, Iylle. lZiddleton's son,
John aad Wylie were counstant companions, ylie always protecting o
Jonn. They worked side by side in the Tield; John went to sehool '+ &
in the day and at night went to lylie's Cabln and taugat him, ‘
Conse:juently when John finished the country schooling wylle was

almost as well inforaed in the courses taught as Jonn. Wylie was

a few years older than John. He was black a good fTarmer, very

«<ind ‘nd polite, and everywhere John went Wylle was sent w1th him,

rils worals were ood and he was a Christian, and attended church

res algrly in ﬁldellty° He came to our, house often while Aunt any

was there, and later married her,

30, us Wylie was always with John he was liked oy Johnts friends.
Jhen John rode to Fidelity or uany place with a young lady as soon

as she reached the block tu dismwount ‘Jylie had her mount by the

bit and took charge of both horses. ‘Jylie Hickey was the most

sensiole and prosperous negro L ever saw among young people. He

mnew hlb place at all times., liore about ‘lylie Lickey and nlb
young uaster, John Hickey, later., ,

The three iickey brothers uentioned previously were furmers, and
ided wailies, J3unister was a Christian preacher, as well as a
foruel, and preached souwewhere in the country on Sundays.

Jacle Josh, as we called him, was a home man, a hard worker and

5004 provider; he scarcely went any place except to church. He
Was s00d, dut had a quick temper. I went houe often with nis
303 Jrom scaool to spend tie night.,
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He took zre.at pride in raising and caring for his milk cows, sheep

and a flock of Tine geese. On one occasion while crossing the geese
lot with bundles of vats unde. each arm the geese followed him, ‘
palling at tie oats, He kicked at them with one foot and they pulled
at tile oats on the other side. Uncle Josh dropped all the oats, and
with a stick he picked off the ground killed every goose by breaking
their necks with the stick. Atfter looking around and seeing no one he
piled them up and went to the house; seeing his wife, Nancy, he said,
with sowe embellishments, "Naacy, Nancy, I have killed your geese; I
have killed all your geese, and I thes tell you if you want to save

. the feathers you thes better come out here and pick tem", Nancy and

the girls went out, picked uy the geese and took them into the loam
Louse and picked them. No remarks then. Soon afterwards Uncle Josh
finished his chores and went into the house for his meal, then very
culm, Llancy asked, "Joshua, aren't you ashamed of yourself?® "Yes,
Naney, 1 am, but the d--~ geese thes made me mad, and 1 thes killed
them before 1 thought™, he said. Uncle Josh raised more geese, and ,
soon all the ©Dboys in that vicinity were using his exyression, "Nangy, -
1 thes tell you". ‘ T
Aoout 1853 or 1859 Father decided that he could keer an eye on his
bunch of nischievous boys if he had them on a farm a short disteance-

from town. After selling his Fidelity place to Joel Grubo he moved ta',

his prairie farm, which joined Colonel Dale and John Halsel, tWO_anﬂf'*"f‘%~
one-half miles from Fidelity, ' i S

Pather raised a lot of fine horses, but just before leaving Fidelity - ..
he sold a farm on Jones Creek to lir. Lions, a gentleman from North - = "3
Carolina, and took as part payment a very fine pair of gray horses, new
wagon and harness, at five hundred dollars. Young Doctor Francis
‘Jalker had just located in Fidelity to practice medicine, and Father
sold him our new residence there and took ten head of nice horses as
part payment. By the time we were settled in our new home on the
prairie he had a bunch of fine horses, and most of them were quite
valuable. :

Oon the premises of our new houe we had a good two story house, a good
barn, and one hundred and twenty acres in cualtivation, With so many
horses it was necessary to enlarge the barn and to farm 1more
extensively in order to feed them., We were happy and contented looking
after the stock, and prosperinge. ) ‘

sbout the next thing of interest to me was the talk of the candidacy of
sbr:ham Lincoln and Stephen A. Douglas for Fresident of the United
States. Of interest, also, was discussion of the capers and murders
coumitted by John Brown, the abolitionist, in Kansas and along the
i.issouri border, and the trouble he was causing among slaves, etc.

One day we learned that General Seiglie with his putch Army was carped
=t neosho. OncJuly 4, 1861, we saw them coming; uniforms and arias
slisce.ings in the sunlight, on a forced march Lo meeb Generals Jackson
2ud .wins, who were trying to get south with their little armies.

Tney met them at Carthage.

Je were plowing corn and Father told us to drive our horses to the far
end L. t..e field, leuve them and cwie back Lo the road and watch tne
Jutcea pass. 1t was a hot duay and a hot punch. Every now and tnen one
woau-d yell, "t.sh for the fourth of July"; and just as one slhort,
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thick rellow passed near wiere I stood he yelled, "Fourth of July;'f e
hell und damnatvion! This is the daunedest Fourth of July I ever sawir

The Dutch did not take General dfckson and Colonel Rains. Although
the latter were not half armed they whipped the Dutch and put them to
flight. . . |

The views expressed by most of those solid old farmers coincided with

tiose or my father. Finally, in 1861 war was declared, and many of. .
those zood old farmers were leaving the country, taking with them q
their slaves and their stock. e

Companies of soldiers came to that section robbing and taking to e
Kansas =211 the sood horses they could find and take out before daylight - ¢
They were there, always led by some scallawag that had gone from there . .,
to Kansas. They took all valuable articles from the well-to-do, tore .. 7
the ear bobs from the young ladies?® ears, the rings from their fingers, . -
and ransacked the houses for other valuables, At first neighbors Tk
bunded together end ran them out, but a little later they came in large. ' .
corpanies and were in no hurry to leave. . A

Slave owners who had more than one or two slaves took their slaves and :1f}
personal property south as soon as they realized that war was inevitable *
but lert theif families at home for a time. i

¢ ,
Iany times I heard PFather advised te move his horses and good wagons, @ %
expecting the country to be overrun by soldiers. Father always replied =~
that he would not take part in the war, but would remain at home with + -
his fuaily, being sixty-one years of age.

About 1383 Fowell Clayton dropped into Carthage with his army. There
was 1 heavy snow on the ground and five or six neighbors were at our
house sitting around the fire eat ing apples. All had heard that the
ansas thileves were in the snow about knee deep, Several shots were
fired, and all rushed out and saw oulr neighbor, Jack Burton, going
doim the blg road south as swiftly as his horse could carry him,
followed by three Blue Coats shooting at him,

«nis was on a high prairie. 3ome of these men at our house had guns
and pistols, and when the soldiers saw this bunch of citizens two
turned back; the other continued after our neighbor, One of the
citizenshturted after this soldier and captured him, took him to
1reosho and turned him over to General Price's Army. It developed
that he was one of Geaneral Clayton'®s men Trom Carthage,

About this time other reports came of Clayton'’s Army in Carthage, and
all was excitement, Father told us »oys to set the four horses frou
tiie barn, (the others were out in the pasture), hitch to the wegon, o
tarouzh the Tfarm and hide them in the Diamond Grove. We were off.

1 rode u very fine mare, brother rode another, and two boys were in
the wazon. Just as we reached the edge of the timber, but in the
rozd, we met two very much excited soldiers who threw up their guns
and ordered us to halt. aAfter we stopped they ordered, "Unhitch tiose
Qorses, leave the harness on and go toward Carthage like hellin

1 droyred uwy hat and started to get dovn, and one soldier said, "Daun
Jour hatj; zo without it". But I crawled off. He said, "Give ue that
haltey rein", wiich 1 was glad to do. They went on and I wulked noue
alone in the snow and reported.
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iother got on her saddle horse, went to Carthage to get the boys and
‘horses, but rowell Clayton Would not release the boys nor allow her to
have ihe horses, so she returned home much worried, She told the
general that her husoand was old, he was opposed to secession; that the
boyb were young and none was in the arny . After dark he released the
boys. They walked home in the snow, waded Center Creek and arrived
about idnight. The horses were fine animals eand Clayton kept them,

I do not remember how long Fowell Cleyton remained at Carthage before
going south, but he continued to rob the people as long as he was there.
After he moved things were quiet a while; then Kansas Jay Hawkers, as:
Eﬁey were called, sneaked in and robbed a nuwber of citizens now and

en,

(In speaking of brothers and step-brothers I shall call all of them
brothers for convenience.)

Captain Bryant, from north Iissouri, working his way southward, had‘ v
stopjed at our house, when tihe bunch of thieves from Kansas ran in and -
my older brother and Captain Bryant and others gave chase and ran them *
out, and they were scattered. They were in or near where Joplin now '
is, and had started back home, when rain began to fall. Captain I
Bryant and brother went into an old stable for shelter. JSomeone lying
in a trough shoved a pistol against my brother's abdomen and shot him,
He lived only five days. He was.my stepemotner's oldest son, a very

fine and popular young man; a citizen, not a soldier. %,

Father had remained at home, taklnv no sides, and the following August
while walking from the hoube to the barn he was seized by three or four
soldiers, arrested and teken over to the road to old Bacon "untgomery's
passing army, wio was told, "Here is a damned old Rebel"., Iontgomery
gaid, "Take that Rebell! Take thabt rebell!"™ IFather said, WGeneral, I
have not walked five miles in a number of years, and I can not walk
ahead of your army (cavalry)". The general cubt at him with his sabver,
and Fataer jerked his shoulder back, evaded tihe strike and started on
Tfoot anead of the cavalry.

Just before arriving in Neosho, fourteen miles away, Fatner fell in the
road from exhaustion. With the army was a boy, riding an old, poor
horse without a saddle, The boy was taken from the horse, Father
rlaced on 1t without a saddle, and was hurried to Springfield and put
in what they called a "bull pen". There he stayed until pother located
him, and went up on horseback in an effort to get him out.

Autnorities told lother that if PFather would take +the oath, promising
to support the Constitution, tliat sne could take him home. At first he
refused, saying that after receiving such treatment he would rather
fizit, After thinking it over he took the oath and received nis
procvection papers.

A short time after [Father returned home Colonel Jewell and one llary

azrtin, with two hundred and fifty :men camped on our yard, tLook chuvge

0: our home, «nd our family remained out of doors all night. They
¥illed cnic«ens, turkeys, sheep and hogs, cooked them; ruined the blue
srass yerd, tore Lhe paling fence down to build fires, took tour ;ood
worses vwey iound tied in the thicket in the field. :t--w

Sathior went LO the colonel with his protection papers and asked hiw to
looi aJter tiem, but the colonel said, “nol aow". [Ie went to hin next
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morning and asked him to look at his papers, The colonel said, "I
don't care about your protection pupers! 1T you don't get the old :
bushwhuckers out of thils country we will send the Fin Indians in- here
and tliey will not leave even one rail on top of another©, .

As a resalt of hig tramp to Springfield Father was feeble and

worried. Two of his sons, one sixteen and the other a little older,
went to the Confederate Army when Father was put in prison, One: S
joined the Infantry under General Frice and ' the other was in the g
Cuvalry under General Shelby. He knew then that his life was in.
danger.

lajor Billy ‘Warren end John Lay loved my Father. They were under
General 3helby's command. Realizing that Pather was in danger they :
caime thirough the Federal lines to our house atter night and arrested
Patier -- a sham, of course. liy brother and I went a mile and one-zf
h2lf to a pasture surrounded by dense woods, got a horse for hin to
ride, and they took Father to the ATIY o His friends would not let. hnné
join, so he went to the mountains in Yope County, Arkansas, to the
home of a woman and her daugiter, both widows, where he became ill
immediately with fever, and we heard he died; this we believed ¥or: more,
than two years. However, he did not die. Hav1nv had no doctor-he was
critically ill, almost dieé and went blind for a tlme, _ o

Jlother, with three of the boys and our sister, remalneg at home on the*
faru, ' .

The Union soldiers became more brutal with the southern sympathizers - i‘53
in that country every day. They robbed them of gvery horse and wagon, CoE
and all grain and meats they could find, until they could barely survive
the winter,

une duy a man ran into our yard and came to the house, showed Mother his
wounded hand where a bullet had gone through it, and asked where he :
miznt hide, He wore civilian clothes, and said that a gang of soldiers
was after him,

‘'here was a strip of brush, briers and timber along a dry branch that
ran tarough our field where we frequently kept the “horses tied, in the
hone ol saving them, Iiother said, "Billy, run and show this man vheie
bo iiide, tunen run back to the house before the soldiers come". e
couid see them coming in the timber a mile awgy. 1 ran to show The man
the hiding place but knew that 1 could not get bacik to the nouse pefore
the boldiers, so decided to hide. 'Jhere the path crossed the dry
ravine very thorny wild roses had grown wup in rdnh profusg¢ion, locked
and interlocked over the little deep rav1ne. i.told the man to crawl
under this bunch of thorny roses, and I followed, iy feet aliost
reccaing the path. /

+ neurd tae nen comlng, searching, swearing vengeance against this
renel, Several of thei crossed tiue pakh rizht “at iy feet cnd iy
heart beat o strong and loud that L was erAld they could ueir it!
.J‘lc Jn tae oanlk, jusb before crosging the ravine they spied & uorse
tied hezd whicih probably saved our lives. oJne fellow yelled, 'Here is
a Cine na:ae tied, and he is wmine™;, and a little farther down one
cazled, uere Lre two moret. 30 they took the three horses 2and looled
1no L.0.¢ fuir the wman, 1 rewmained there until 1 could not hesr thelr
vioices and until iy heurt wmade less noise, crawled out «nd loft the
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wounded Lian wnd went to tie nouse to tell Ilother what happened, 1
never nid with a wan after thut,

soon after this tuey rounded up a bunch-of loose youn; horses and

nares and cleuned us of horse flesh, except a mare with a crooked N
leg, the result of a bre*'o she could pull a plow. e had a lot of °=
fine cows and calves, snd I had a yoke of calves and a sled, We had .-~ 7
no autonwdiles o picture shows for entertainment, but I had seen e
circuses and had several yokes of calves and sleds and had lots of =
fun with then, 3ut now I had broken a yoke of those big calves as a
uztter of business. e lived a uiile from our timber und we had ol .
have wocd. ‘e had plenty of rails tha.t Tenced in the fcrm, but llother I
said that e would need thewm as s00n as the war wes over, so we 3nould
tiy so..e way to haul the wood. ' oL wm T

Tolonel Dale saggested that we cowe to nis rlace to cut the wood we .
needed. 30 ny brother cnd I went tunere, one-half mile awwy, took our‘A
teau o oxen and sled, cut as wuch wood us the cilves could draw, and . 3
Ruuled 1t Upe 3anetim.s when tie we:ther wug real codd we thought we & =

Jousd fieeze. Tith very poor lives we pulled tiwough the winter, ’

Imowliag that we would have to have bire.d we soved a petch of wheat 1nm
cas  Taal ood 1302, ploved thie groand aith the crooked leg wmeré, pubt 1
e ool cown and cultvatcd it wulith the sume dﬂlh“*é frhen it~
b el pabt In shocks. e had plenby of wheuzt strgw in the staek .
wads celore Lhe war begun; Tabher reised lots of rye, cub it ap =nd
mia Juasat bran with 1t to feed hils’ fine hoises. 3o we had about
Jive stackis Of 1ye stending. hen things began to get tigubt we pot

v
U.
QW

sye [oo. hhose stocks for coffee and iany ol vwr neighbors zot their o
cuoirer therc, /o nulied out the bund¢€>, beat ovat tue grain with a -~
e}
-~

O oay odWn pake, then winnowed out the chaff,

Lusse tliues 0ld nen were druiven Ooff, or now und then one was
eI oLl tne ouse ourned.  all of the ho‘seg, excest one now znd
nlen, wveire cleuned out ol the country,

‘e xin onil.ns had aade one raid through p=aat of the country aozth
:nd west Of us. 1L think this was in the early part of 1362. L
reqe.ner biiey Look everything thuat belounged to Judge Jnstat, including
she bed thno, alter euspltying the feathers frow trem. The Onstat
fxuily szeat the night at our house, driving a yoke of steers and

2500 cantaining thelr few household oods; the fanily of girls walked
t:e entire trip., They went as far south as 3entonville, srkansus, wnd
Bhen od:ned and went to Cooper County, Ilissouri. This occurred during

a\‘ly purt o 1362, while Father was ut honie; he was ndt tiaken

ant 11l August,

L.icy in che yewr of 1362 thouse indiwns made anotifer raid in thet
zecLa . fney were about where Joplin is noyr located. Waey would go
cut nas, ceting one day, and tne next day would retuwi to rob. Tasy
¢z lut oy ooul settlenient one duy, to owr house, After looking in
ev.a  douwer, closebt, nook and corner one ng buck took a clll :
fral o dlesser drawer .nd put it on sister's shoulder,  3ie vas about

LIuG iowid and shrenk from hin, but he persisted, .other toid
Snd oseill, wnd assured her taat he would not huab hewr, dut
coosee Low it looked on a lady.

ey did w00t the sawe 2ll through vt neichboriiood, and every sue

saey Lot At Ligant bt they would cose thie next day aud vring thelr
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syuas wad take everything, as tney had been doing, The women and
children were quite excited and knew not what to do,

1t was veported that Captain 3illy Roberts, with a company of men

neaded for the south, had cauped two und one-half miles south of us

tiat evening. Iilother learned about it and just before sundown said .

to us cinildren, "3tay in the house; I will =m0 to the camp of these
s0ldicrs and see if they can do anytnlno to save us". 1 was

accustoned to going with ilother wherever she went, and said, ""other,.‘

i will ;o with you". "iom, she said, ™Je might 1un in to a bunoh of
Lndlﬂnb, they might Sprebt us of cglzylng a messag® Lo the soldiers, ,.
and kill you.® By good .dark llother returned, having walked flvaﬂmilesgfﬁ'y
to notify the soldlexso |
Captain noberts had said, "ILady, 4o not be uneasy. 'e will see that .
those indians do not get to your house tomorrow"., They did not get to )
our lmmediate bettlement but on the way they began robbing. Squaws: .., .
and ponies were loaded down with household _oods., They emptied the ‘.wT
featne1 Ticks and toox the ticks and some of the feather beds on their . -
ponics, ‘

Captain ioberts had informed himself of their noveuents, and placed
his men in position for a surprise party, which was pulled off in
great shape. e received a report later from the surprise party o
through an eye witness, who said that it was the most amusing episode
he ever witnessed. The story related was that there was a group of
indian bucks in advance leading the party, staying close together,
while coning behind tuem were bucks and squaws, soue with their: S
napoloses, and when those in advance arrived at the proper place the &
Coniederates opened fire on the Indians. The Indians whirled in S
retrest, yelling as they ran, with the Confederates pursuing while

yellingz; squaws and bucks fell in line, the ponies led, packed with
housenold ;oods, while the goods and r'eathers were strewed along the

road.

One papoose was dropped by the wayside, and a soddier dismounted and
picked it up and laid it out of the road., On he went, after the bucks
and ran them out of +the settlement to the main Indian forces, who
were conmanded by lajor Foreman. e heard that the squaw goh her
papoose, but they did not come to our settlement again, Jnd &t “1 LT
the Tear of Indians gradually passed away.

But the llansas soldiers and State llilitia stayed with us. Occasionally
they would kill some old man and burn & house. They had destroyed and
taken all owr grain except a box OT wheat which we hid, and all
firovisions were getting scarce, i:otiier decided that we should sow a
patch of wheat that we might have bread,

1 had 4 sentle yoke of calves, rock and Charley, but they could not
;all a ;low. Ve had the crooked leg mare, but no harness; had plenty
Of trace ciains aud plows about the place but no harness.

rhe mare was strong, out unbroken Lo work; she had been run in ofien
0y Tiie vlue coats, thinking she was a good animal, but turned loose
wiien tuaey nitched her and saw her leg. e boys found a pair of wooden
aues 2nd  collal combined at a vacant farmhouse near by. ‘hey were
in tue shape o a collar, hooks on tine side ror attaching traces, so
we Lhought we aizght be able to work her. 1 was eleven “nd y brother
wus tuliteen, bubt we were about the sume size. e caugit the navre,
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harnessed her aud began vo plow, one holding the plow and the other

tne lines. .Jith some persuasion she cooperated with us, and we sowed
four or rive acres oi wheat, scratched it in and made quite a nice - A
patch of it. : - SRR

Phe following winter was awfully hard on us, as we lived out on the
prairie and hauled our wood a distance of one-half to one mile on a
sled drawn by those calves. The soldiers from Carthage and Neosho
passing our home would stop to warm by our fires, crowding us away
from them and abusing us, and sometimes we felt like we would freeze.

The neisghbor boys frequently had fun with us in spite of such

strenuous circumstances. Often we separated in two groups, playing .
soldier, using stick horses and wooden guns and sometimes had great . -
battles. ~Father had a stack of nice walnut luwber put aside for '
future use. Being thrifty kids we cut and made guns and sabers from .
this walnut, patterned them after the guns the soldiers carrlied, and '~
used them in battle, riding our stick horses. We charged a bunch of - -
cattle driven by a lot of women and children and put them to flight;- ..a -
the 0ld ladies got after us and we retreated. s

A company of soldiers camped with us one night, fed and destroyed all ...:: |
they could, and found our guns. !Je divided into Pederel and Rebel :, = /"%
groups--1 was among the Rebels. We had a running battle. The drummer Clga
boy, in federal uniform, looked to be in his early teens, but made a ..
good looking young man in uniform. After a while the guns were laid
down, and partially frozen apples hanging from the trees in our
orchard became our weapons. The drummer boy seemed to have it in for
ne, and that suited me, for 1 wanted to hand:him one. I was good with .
an apple or a rock, sa in our battle I popped him one on the nose, the
blood spurted and he bellowed like a bull calf, and started for me, I
was a wiry kid and had been cursed and abused, called a damned little
Kebel until I feared nothing. 1 stood there, expecting to do the best

I could, but just before he reached nie one of my fellow fighters, a
soldier, stopred him and told him, coaxingly, that this was all in fun
and that he was a soldier wounded in battle by a Rebel. Tien he

becuame kind, brought water and washed the blood from me and, being
young, i felt my importance.

I do not rememoer much that transpired during thet winter, except the
awiul time we had trying to keep warm and scraiuabling around to get
enough to sat. Ve had three stacks of rye which we used for coffee
and also shared with our neighbors. Father raised this rye before the
war. He cut it and mixed it with bran for his fine horses, but the
stock could not eat it in the stack because of the long, stii'f beards
on it, and the soldiers could not feed it.

4about this time we learned that the Kansas troops had burned the
residence of irs. John Shirley at Carthage, and that after she moved
into unotier house they burned it, also. lxrs, Shirley brought her
family to fidelity. As well ad 1 renmecuiber there were three cihildren,
Iyra, the oldest and only girl, about fifteen or sixteen, bright and
good looking, i saw frequently.

Ihe woen, girls and ooys left in Fidelity and neigiborhood often had
little donces, zevting some old, crippled men to play the fiddle.
Loans.s 3tute Jiilitia and soldiers and such ganzs constantly uaruuaded
thai section of the country. They operated in obunches or companies
and ir they learned of one oi these dunces they always popped up when
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expected aud endeavored to ionopolize and run the dance, leaving the
boys out.

1.y brother, Taylor, two years older, and a step-brother about the same
age, occasionally slipped away from llotner und attended the dances at
fidelity, two and one-half miles awzy. I could not go to dances, as I
was counsidered "trundle bed trash"., Some of the girls would not dance
with the soldiers. Myra Shirley, who later beceme *the noted Belle
Start, was one who refused. These were soite of the soldiers who had
purned her llother's home. At one time they undertook to tzke her
beautiful, roached pony while she held the reins, throwing Lyra from -
her teet; so they almost broke up the little dance. Taylor gave me the
facts the following day. T

0ld John Kelso, murderer, was one man who frequently dropped in at a .
dance. ihenever he met my step-brother, Iike Hiciey, he always talked: = -
to lia about joining the army. Mike was fifteen years of age, and R
larger than average. Kelso insisted that like join his coumpany, .

threatening to press him in. : v

ars. Shirley?'s home was burned again. kyra's Gold Dust pony was taken, ™ .
and in an effurt to keep it lkyra was flung many feet on her face. .
wyra got to her feet and said, "You thieves, robbers and scoundrels --

1 know every one of you. L shall be avenged and you shall bite the »  °
dust®. 1 heard of Iiyra Shirley only once after that. ;A boy friend of .
mine saw her riding across a Lissouri pruirie on a fine horse, carrying. .:
a message to a company of Cunfederate soldiers. The next time I heard: v
of her in Texas and indian Territory she was Belle 3tar, instead of B
yra 3hirley. -

411 this tine and until August, 1364, llother and we cihlldren, like '
many ovhers, were trying to exist. It would have peen &n easy matter
to live had it not been for the Union thieves, murderers and robbers,
gob Christian and kichie had their gangs wiho killed old Ton jlells and
Yér. Hatcher and burned their homes. They lived where ‘'Jebb City now 1is,
“hen they came vo our house and spent the night. Juite a company of
them,

Father had a large smoke house where in normal times he hung a larze
surply of meat. ‘fe had no meat to put into it now, but had filled a
lurge dry goods box with wheat for bread and dug a space on the

ground just large enough to hold the box of wheat, then covered it with
dirt. These marauders pried around and found the box of wheat and fed
it to tueir horses instead of feeding them that which was 1lentiful in
the barn.

This bunch took charge of our residence and left us outside. They had
become huite bad that day, and after they had eaten a big supper iother
was recuested to go into Captain i.ichardson's room. He was sick and
nis body swelling and he said, "Lady, I am sick and il you can 4o any-
taing 1or me 1 will pay you for all our damage in tihne morning". The
swelling continued, then the Captaln prayed. i.other gave him pills

4nG paln killer, etc., znd he prayed louder and swelled bigger. !Iother
called me and said, "3illy, build a fire quick and get the water to
Duil?, it was done soon, ilother dipped sheets in this hot water and
s.re=d tuemn over hlm, cuntinuing this until he began to sweat and the
swelling went doWl. j'he Captain recyovered, paid Tror nothing, but
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burned our house in iidelity the next duy, then went up on Jones‘ St
Creek wnd ourned a Tarm house and a lot of wheat belonging to Fathar. e

Just pelow Scotland community lived an early settler by the naue of
George James. He was one of the most quiet, inoffesmsive men I ever
knew. His oldest son was a very intelligent gentleman, and when the
Kansas troops forced him away from home or be killed Henry went to
the southern army and enlisted., The other members of George's family
were almost helpless. The wife was a semi-invalid, and the daughter
and other two sons were deaf mutes. It was all that Mr. James could -

do to care for the four. Those noble soldiers went there, hung

ir. James, shot him while hanging, then cut his throat. I was nqt -
there, but near enough to learn,the details. Neighbors who were there’.
said it was the most heart rendlng sight they ever witnessed, and that':.
the lamentations and 'sounds of the children were things they would like
to forget. These were such horrible times that it is a wonder that BPERSR
there were not more like the Fameses and Youngers. A

lral

There was much said about southern bushwhackers. I think I know whgt
1 am talking about. The southern men in that county were passing .
tnrough, most of them trying to get out south to join the army. The
Kansas soldiers and State Millitia were counstantly burning houses
belonging to people whose men were in the southern army., That caused :
many men to get furloughs to go hoge to see about their fumilies.,
They were forced to hide and dodge around untilthey could locate their
people, as few homes had been spared. ;

Captain Goode, Confederate, after two years' absence came home on R
furlough to see his fauwily and with orders to recruit. He notified the - -
of ficer in command &t Carthage that he was a commissioned officer on a
furlough, and that if he should be captured he wished to be recognized -
as a regular soldier. Captain Goode advised iother to let ifike, who
was fifteen, zgo to the army, saylng that if he stdyed at home helso,

who had threatened to force him to go would press him into the ifilitia.
The captain had several other men going out, and a meeting place was
designated for the start south. Ilother reluctantly gave her consent,

In some way the word reached Kelso and his gang. \‘/hen only a few of
tine southern boys had arrived, among them George Steen, brother liike,
and young Lindsey, they were surrounded by Lieutemnant Smith, John
Ilelso and others. Kelso knew }Mike and killed hin, then took the
clothes from his body and with a knife cut many slits in it, and said
the hogs should eat him,

That evening at sundown we were milking when Captain Goode rode up and
told us. The bodies were lett near Colonel Grant's, an old friend of
our family. Up to that time that was the most trying tinme of my young
life.

sotner was almost insane with grief. She was afraid for me to go, but
sne cald not drive the calves. She took her young niece and we
started on the eight mile tirip after dark, driving a pair of calves not
yet tw) years old, hitched to a cart bed on two wheels, constructed by
1y younger orother, Amos, and myself. llany questions arose in my :mind.
g Luem, have tne hogs eaten the bodies? -- 'Will they kill ue, as
tiuey hav. thre:xtened many times to do?

Jde were sccompanied on tne long, lonely trip by iliss Banner, the grand
dauguter of Colonel Grunt, and an old trusted slave. The bodies had to
oe louded quic«ly and quietly in the L1ld cart oved vefore the uurderers
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could retarun. After this was dune we sturted Laue, L Wusd s o0loody as
i, . nad oubchered a hoge

le eared tue murderers would zet back before we ot away, bat tiney had
no> idez vhat we could :zet Lnere vpefore daylignt. a0 duylizht we were
Dack =t .iowme with the two bodies. e sawed down a tall whest box and
burled the two dbodles in it at once,

Laost Lanedistely old John Yelso came with his bunch, brugeging to
;ootuer o #illing her son., *3ut", he said, "I caa say that nLe was as

brave @ dvy n3 I ever met., Look at this powder burn on my face. e 1is

the boy wio put it there",

Captuin Goode, heart broken, lingered around a short time, not know1ng
Juou unen To make another effort to go back to the army. The Neosho
buncil sent some wagons along with some assassias to that nelghbornood
«nd they located whe re Captain Goode watered his horse. They waylaid:
hiri und shot him in the back of his head.

..rs, Dunn, a widow, well-to-do, had two fine sons. One son, illiam, .
was a young married man, a citizen, not a soldier., The Kansas bunch
ran in one day, found William at home, took him outside and tied him to

a tree and shot him. Burris Jalker, a soldier, came home to care for

his motaer and sister, and was shot in the back of the head. Brice and
Crawford llayfield, soldiers, went home after the home of the mother and’
wiil'e were burned down, to see what they could do for them. They hid -
around while trying to locate their present whereaopouts, but the ilount
Vernon ;.1litia waylaid them and killed them at Mrs. rowell's, a JldOW.
.any others were waylald and busiwhacked by Kansas troops and mllltia.

1 cannot call to mind even one southern soldier thut waylaid and bush- '~

whacked one 3f thos thieves und robbers in that section of the country,:

lihave seen grezt bunches of this thieving gang running a southerner t
and shooting at long distance, but they would stop as soon as they
eaclied the tiuber, 3

The Xensas 3ixth were so blood thirsty they took delight in calling f"?é*

thenselveg the "sloody 3ixth"., ‘e lived up on vhe nigh prairie
nearest the timber one-half mile away; they never rode slowly to the.
house, but always cams in a dash. Their first inquiry was, "Who were
those nen who ran away from the hiouse?' ‘jhen we xeplled that there
were no men who ran away fran the house they d'°puted our word in no |
uncertain language, and continued to curse and aoduse us.

I was cursed and abused and threatened by wiem so much that I became
caice touzh. On one ovccasion when a white and nejro soldier were
horsring around the fire in ovur house go that I could not zet the
venelit Of 1t, cursing ilother and Sister, i left thie house. 3Joon the
viilte soldier lei't, but the negro lingered. I went T) the horse with
tne intention of zetting on nim to 0 to Diamoad Grove, owne-helf :iiile
2.4y, to find a soutiiern soldier on 1u1Loan tw zet him to pluck off
Tiils HDlacxk scoundirel. At & distance L saw a soldier, but not wnowing
waeciier he was dlack or white I did not nake vthe alocaygt, lany DIys
were driven to nideouts and to desperatiova by these Union aorauders.

fter "order o, 11" yas 1lssued in 1363 there wuas scarcely o weell
ﬂ;“ued tat a bund of them did not rush up znd nnounce that tacey wey
cain: 6 bars the howe.  One Saturdsy eveo win Llother told ne sie
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Dot wney wece deterained to bara the aouse. she instructed ne to
G L os. C:ﬁd;'s Fone ol L1 oxen wnd hudal o Jewr provisions, sowe
Sedu, .ad wesadng apparel, Lo Colauel P01ix Gay 's, ne«wr MNeosio.  ur
s o s e buo story Tomse bailding or pine lunbew, so Glé nov last ;
e ’

Te Lece lucky oncel!  Jusht witew we rceturned that ovcki‘nb W company of
vliGod ;_s}ed in «nd asked, Mo were Lhiose wen who val from here?! Jhen
4 oceplivd that no oen hid run fium chere one of the sroup disputed .y
wood iz no uncertain lunguage, cocked his pistol and seid, "i'll ki1l
you, youd d--- little rebel. .mother rellow on norseback ruqned in

betoeon 43, drev his pistol and. anavunced, "1l you attempt to kill 1hatﬂj
poy "1l kill you", und drove away. L vc‘embﬂr very well that I oald '
Mt yon shoot me LY1l aock you off there Vlth a rockW,

Lostin nad on oone shoe .and one slipvel, and a3 she went out of the

noase ue of those brave Union fighting soidiers jerked the shoe out of

he‘ aund and threw it back in the fl;e end evelytnln burned. e "
cotiped oi the ground for the night -- Jn the ground, sure enough. ‘

e could not use our cart and our wagon wheels were gone. A friemdw:
had one of those 0ld Tennessee wagons, had cast it aside because it was:
worn out, but gave 1t to us to reclaim. e cut a cowhide in strips
atter detLan it, puti™alse spokes, wrapped with cownide, snd let 1t
dry, then wedred them on, and hauled it d wn to Colonel Ray's with . 7
our yoke OT two year dldb, driving ten big, fine :milk oows and ten flno

six “jonths old calves. Tnen we camped at Colonel ﬁay's huaue, B

e bt“’l”nbeAed up that old wagzon to see if it would haul our eats and ,
oDy oedaLn By the a331btance of the Culonelt*s old black man we put ~-°
tne yoke Jn a pair of those cows, but tlhiey turned the yoke, and we S
found tihen to be 80 strong we could nst work them, There was a lady

ne:2 who had a pair of two year old steers that had been woried some.

S . e drove our ten head of big Durham cows and ten six month calves to
deosho, and sold them to Dick Jones, merchant, for $50.,00; then paild

45,00 for the yoke of little two year old bteers, put them to the

whnecl, ..ock and Charley in the lead, aud started for Dixie.

The dish in the wheel changed abwut every round the wheel made, and
Tother wallzed beinind me to be able to tell me t.o stop when tie wheel
went dxym,., By previous arrange:ent we assodyciated ourselves with
several fanilies of women and children, and moved along slowly until we
arrived in Pineville, iiissouri. There we called a halt s: we could
brace the wagon. Ve ran the goats but of the iawrence dotel scirubbed
it :nd canped intit for a tine,

i had he-:ad much about "the Arkansas line"™ and Yerossing the Acitunsas
v, 30 X asxed lothor how rar it was to the line, znd she rer*;ed
the lady had sald it was absut one-halt nile away After boln*
than a half mile I asked azain adbosut the arkansas l*ne, and ..obher
ied, "ut wus at that tence buc.. Luere™. 'hen I told her I did not
it she explained that it was an ilmaginary iine and could not be
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eavia o tineville we went over a hlah, round mountain, steep pullin;.
73 5124 Lo one side while I pulled :yy calves by the lines TO Keep
Tie. T.ow sliding off to the right; lotner wus behind, hollaing to e
& w.ll taew over. My Loot caught under tae wheel aad I jerzed it and
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tore tie neel and sole off up to tze ball of wy Lrot. We had no
saodenzer zlonz. 1 had found a spur hanging on the wa:on bow, 80 I
b.cxled it on umy foot and it held ay sole., Bvery man and kid we met,
on szeing the spur on my foot and me driving the yoke of calves, would
call wut to me, "Spar up there, bud, or you will get left™, 3y the
time we reuched Texas 1 could tell them anything. '

*Jell, 211 of us plodded along, passed Dripping Springs, and finally
svos.ed at Cane Hill, Arkansas, and cawped for a tipe in order to rest
our tired feet from the long walk and rest the team of calves. SO we
maoved on slowly, day after day, winding around the mountains and down
tae little streams, and finally headed up at Van Buren, Arkansas. Red
iver looked big and uzly to us, but we had to cross it vo go on, and
we were deternined to go on, ‘

There we were -- many women and children, one very old man and a few

doss. The boatman said that he could take one wazon and a few people ' .
at a load, and asked who would take the first risk. He requested that: ~ .
I put my gentler calves, Rock and Charley, past two years old, to the " ¢
wagon -- a very large old scoop, Tennessee bed -- leave my other yoke .
on the vank, and drive on the boat first. The 0ld flat boat chained to -
the bank, flop;ing around, and with & dine on Rock, he and Charley im =
the 1lead, I drove down the very steep bank to the boat, and the old - <o
heavy wazon shoved the team along the boat, I pulling on the line to
the edge of tne boat, and my calves refused to oe shoved off in front,
I jumped overboard on my side, and stood up on the edge of the boat
nolding to the wagon, | v

The screams that went up from the crowd on the bunk were frightening, B
but did not frigaten me -- and why? I was thirteen years old; a man in . .}
hardened experience, if not in age. I had been cursed, abused, arrested,:.
and dragzed about, had seen my sister thrown to the ground while trying

to nold to her pony, heard my mother cursed and abused, hauled one of

riy own fsuwily, a boy of fifteen years, not only killed but cut to

pieces; and even had planned to skip out frum such fiendish surroundings
and associate myself with such a band (let it be who it might), to do
anything L could to exterminate such a band of marauders, even though
they were enlisted, clothed and equipped and sanctioned in doing what

they did by the Federal Government. IT I were equal to the oacasion

under all the conditions and circumstances surely 1 could see my way out
of this,.

3596h calves were in the river on the left side of the boat; the wall of
the boat wus some two feet high and the wagzon tongue resting on the side
af the boat. Consequently their heads were above wagter, and all they
couid do was tread water, :

3tandinz on the edge of the boat 1 cried out, "3e guiet; no one hurt or
in danger". Everyone became quiet while 1 crawled out on the tongue
between my calves, took both keys out of the bows and put them in my
mouth, then jerked the bows out, and the calves swam out to the bank
ahere the people and other cattle were, and there I was straddle the
tongue Jver tiie water. I carefully pitched iy bows back in the boat,
sioved tne ring in the yoke off the end of the tongue, let it down into
the water, but zeld to the ring, slid packward, brougnt the yoke to the
edze of the boat, and the boat man raised it in. Then all of us reit
#ood =znd jolly. Next the calves were yoked, driven on boat, and aiftewr
l:nding on tac other side we hitched up and drove off the boat,
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Jithout any strange or unusual happening the rest of our erowd crossed ¢
over tae river and we drove on into the muddy streets of Fort Snith
lined with nezro soldiers. We were cursed and called "po' white

teash" by them, and it hurt because it was the truth., e were poor,

and were trashy, if one could judge from our looks,

iiother assumed the role of captein of our bunch, and after a

conference it was decided unsafe to try to get out of Fort Smith unless
guzrded. 'The women declared the negroes dungerous, and the white
officers and men were mean and more treacherous than the negroes.

lother sought to locate federal Headquarters and there met a Confederate

officer -- I thnink it was Captain Tracy or Lacy -- who was there in.
charge or a Flag of Truce. This captain heard liother tell her story, -
wishing protection to get away from Fort Smith. So the captain told
ioother that his company was leaving next mnning at four o*clock, and |
would hold back and protect us until we were safe. '

'Je cuaped near the captain and his men and at four o'clock the next

morning we started. Mother and Sister Betty rode with same of the othé:;if

women and the cuptain. 'hile we pushed our teams all we could we did
not make many miles per day. The third morning out the captain told u
he thougnt that we were safe, and they left us early. »

7e continued to push our teams all we could to oe safé; but about ten .

o'clock that day after leaving the timber and going onithe prairie, up & :;

long gentle gzrzde, we looked back about a quarter of a mile toward the
tiwber and zot a glinmpse of several blue coated men who dropped out of
sight. Our fears were realized, but we were helpless. We tried To urge
our team forward, but it was up grade and they could go no faster.

Rleasoning, we knew that it was not robbery that they wanted to commit ,
but murder or worse. In a loud, boisterous way the soldiers said, "We
is zoin' down south, kill all you po' white trash and cut out old
trice's heart and fry it",

le tried to hurry to get across the prairie so that we could get into
the tiwber, hoping that some might escape. The blue coats did not come
into the light again, After discussing the affair it was generally
pelieved that they traveled all night, and now that they had spied tueir
victims would lie down and rest, then attuck and do their terrible
decds. e thought they wanted us to et as far away from Fort Swith

as possible. '

Urzing our poor team on we spied a man crossing the road ahead of us,
but e caile to meet us. e were then out of sight or the tluber where
tue 3lue Coats were seen. This man's name was Stevens, from Decatur,
‘lise County, Texas, a Confederate suldier under General Stun ‘latie. ‘Je
tuld this muan what we had seen and that we believed they were resting
to caten us leter. He told us to drive on; then he spurred his horse
ané dashcd ahead without words, and in ten minutes caz@ back past us,.
with probudbly thirty or fifty Indians, ragced with poor ponies, long
1ifles on their shoulders, in single [file, golng to the Blue Coat
scerne. Tou can hardly imagine how we ve joiced. 1t was but a very
3.t time until we hewrd guns - pop, pvp, POP.

3oon tihese sndians came back past us, several of them dressed in olue
federal uniforis, with a few prisoneis wve.iring Indian rags. One
wadica wore a captuin's uniform, =nd they were tickled like monkeys.
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These iudians in yniform looked comical, as did the Union soldiers in .
1ndilan garb., k. Stevens said they found the Yanks asleep; the R
negroes and nany of the others escaped, but some prisoners were taken, :

e then pushed aheed safely, singing the song of deliverance, which was
S0 sweet to our souls at that time. But for the first time since the
pbeginning of the wur we, in that moving crowd of "po' white trashm, °
Telt free and safe from that awful force of marauders, equipped end
sent upon innocent and helpless women and children throughout our
country.

By this time our feeble team was failing repidly. The roads were '
sandy, the pulling was heavy as we prodded along, hoping our tean would . -
hold out until we could get into Texas. We were going very slowly.
W8 finally reached Bugg Depot, making about five miles per day. Ab

that point two of my cattle, one from each yoke, were sick, One .
dropped by the roadside, and I dragged along with them, making about
half tine, while the rest of our people went ahead to find water and a -
place to camp. Soon after night I landed in camp with another sick -
steer at an ©l1ld Indien®s by the name of LeFflore, S T

o

Then we had but one steer and probably were twenty-five miles from e _
Texas. As my teams fagged our friends with better teams gradually went ..
ahead, as they could be of no help; and this particular,morning the
last one left us., We still had some food, Mother had a little gold,
and all of us had some Confederate money. So we had breakfast, then
watched my true and worthy steer, hock -- one of a yoke that had gone om - =
Lany errands of mercy in Jasper County, Missouri, to Carthage Mill, T
redding's Liill and other places for food for the needy -- stretch out
and uuable to get up,

Something had to be done. Mother and I went to the house, where an old
iudiun was sitting on the porch. e spoke and he grunted. 1lother told
him that she was & widow from lMissouri, driven out by Federal soldiers,
three sons killed and one in the Confederate Army; house burned and
that sie was trying to get to Texas. She told him that she had an old
wigon in which to haul the bedding and food, bat no team; and wanted to
hire a team aud driver to take the wagon to ked Kiver. He grunted
again and said, "Me send negro with yoke or steers, haul you across
river; nezro bring steers back". (1 noticed many negroes about the
place.) All of us started walking and by the middle of the afternoon we
were across tihe river in Texas, and cauaped., Then we had another song of
delivereance. "

fne following day we visited among the people living near the river, and
borrowed a yoke ol cattle from MNrs. Tolbert, & widow, to take us to
Sheriaan, about fifteen miles, I think. The next day my brother and I
took irs. Tolbert's cuttle home and returned to camp that night,

Captain 3111 Anderson and men were there in Sherman enjoying the cumforts
and c¢limate; negroes attending them end caring for their fine horses.
Soie people did nov like for "8ill"™ to be there in such pomp, but said
nothin,s to 3ill about it.

drotoer Tuylor, just older than 1, sauntered around town with me. 1o
one cursed or threutened to shoot us, as in Jasper County, lissouri, so
we Ielt ruite 1ree and went on a spendinc spree.

Ouyr drown shoes were badly worn; the heel and sole of one ol mine were
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held in place by a spur; the bottuils of our pants were far above our

snue tups. During our harrowing experiences since we put oh the pants - |

we had _rown constantly and the pants had shrunk, so we nmust have
rresented somewhat of a spectacle in a bilg city llke Sherman.

Picture us as we entered a drug store. The druggist seemed interested
in our presence; he smiled, but did not look mean. Taylor spied
sometining “red'" on the shelf. The druggist c:me up and asked 1f we
wanted anything. Taylor, about fifteen, asked what was in "that
bottle"™., The druggist replied "fhat 's cinnamon drops". When Taylor
asked tie price he was told, "len cents in silver or five dollars in
Coniederate money". Taylor planied down five dollars and took his
cinnamon drops. - Then 1 said, "Here are five dollars; give me one",
That was lots of money for clnnamon drops, but that was more than you
¢ould got for five dollars in Missouri,

‘Jle had no handkerchiefs, so we took some in our mouths to perfume our
breath, then poured a lot on our clothing to soften the armma of our
clothinyg after a long camp trip. But when we returned to camp Betty, .
our sister, made it s> uncomfortable for us that we wished that we had
never purchased cinnamon drops. :

Father had an old time friend in Nissouri, a doctor and Christian
yieacher, who left there when conditions. oecgue squally, and located
fifteen :iles south of Shermen. Nother wanted to get to that
neignnorhood, so we looked around Sherman and found a nearby tfarmer,
.. Cotton, who loaned us a yoke of steers to haul our old wutfit
04t caere, and Taylor and I took them back next day. NoO charges, We
found an eapty log cabin near Dr. ilul:ey, with puncheon floor,
cninking and adose outside, and went in that. There we round Wylie
flickey, wiio stayed witi'his master, John Ilickey, and cooked for
General 3neldby until John was xilled. Then he went to Texas and
attached himsel:i to Dr. lulkey.

“lylie came to our cabin and talked all’ night, and went home at day-
light to work. He was a great negro, true to his master and his
friends, and looked on the sovuth as his friend.

d8re we were, and what could we 4o next day?

‘Mmile in the Indian Yerritory a soldier gave my brother a pony and I
c¢laximed one that followed us a while, 80 we head two. Illuther still had
so:me 30ld obuckled around her. 'Whea we were at home we kept it buried,
first by one tree in the rront yard, and then another.

One nizt in this little cabin liother said, "Billy, if we can get
loc.ted in a good house where your sister and the other two boys will
be saie you and 1 will set on those ponies, 70 lnto Frope County,
Aarkaasas, zind iind how and where your father was buried. We can do
tiil und not get within Federal lines. Then all of us will feel
osiver.  All we :mow is that he died more than two years ago froa
Tever oiouzat on by eruel treatment by old Bacon llontzomery™., 3., it
wws asgreed thut we should go, and we began to plan the tripid

Tven in ouhoose aural days when there seeued to be buat litile except
trodole 1t wus my nature to make an effort to use all the sunshine
10s7iole, even o manuracturing it. The cinimney Lo tials cabin was of
Gilte sock, easlily cut and was at "soutn tides™ our end of the cabin.
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T could sit by that chimney in the sun, look throush the corners of the

house oetween uy legs and see who oale in or went out.

1 was awfully eumbarrassed., Ifo home, no clothes; no money, only enough

to keep from starving. NO Father, and Mother almost worn out., I, &
helpless and aubitious boy.

Who wos to blame for all of this? Not my Father. He was one of the
greatest developers of southwest Ifissouri; law abiding, Caristian
gentleman who had as many friends as any man among his acquaintances.
Yot he suffered until he lost his life, lost three of his boys; two
were murdered end the other fell in battle; and he lost all of his

property.

These things filled my mind and I jumped up, started down the near by -
zulch, stopped under a large pecan tree in the bottom and cried and
cried until I felt relieved. UYhen I Telt better 1 picked a few pecans
and hap.ened to spy a steer's head with horns on it. <The horns must .

nave been rive or six feet from tip to tip. It occurred to me to take
the steer head, spread a sheet over it, go to Dr. I-ulkey's and Krse

Jones's, where the grandchildren were, and have soue fun by scaring L
them. \e all went up end hed two bushels or fun -- oOne for them and . ¥

one for use.

1le had settled down quietly when someone outside calledf'"Hello", thenl. 
211 was still. Lrs. Jones went to the door. A man's voice asked, "Is

this where Dr. lulkey lives?" She replied, "Yes". oh, my feelings at
that noment were indescribablé! I knew the loving voice, but it was

from the grave, and the grave was hundreds or miles sway. What oould T 7

do? I could not-move, and could not speak, for I did aot know what to
do or say while waiting for more. It came., ™"DO you know anything of

Irs. Cloe?" "“Yes, the children are here."” I sprang from the porch by
the time rather dismounted, and God only knows how 1 felt, for tongue

could not tell. :

‘Jo who were left were reunited in that cabin, as happy a family as God
ever created. We talked and rejoiced all nizht., Ve were without a
hore or nwoney, yet as happy as any kinz and his family that ever sat on
a throne, .

Pather did not die, as reported, but had a lonz spell of fever. There
was no doctor avallable. The fever lefv hinm very weak and he becaunse
blind. His eyesight gradually returned as he became stronger.

He learned of the burning of our howes and knowing that we would go
south he tihought that we might Dbe at Dr. ifulkey's houme, so started for
it, He had a fine saddle horse, plenty of Confederate money, winich
was no good, and that was all. Sixty-four years old, out unaole toO

W IT K

4G strack oub to find a farm to rent. He found plenty of furas to 1ent
but could £ind nune where everything wus furnished. Thlis was a
nscessity. ie did not give up; he was out every day, but in caup ab
ni v,

one ciswcnin; winile 1 sat in the ¢caimney corner @ fine looking wan in

S ulederzve uniform, a captain, rode up bto the caoln; he was viding a
Liestnat colored horse, in Tine rigging. l.other went t. the door and
Was L €€ Dy, ™ _ P S e T s

Jas peeted Dy, "Good mornini, lady, is Uucle sBilly Cloe at howe?"

Ry



CASTL S e

iage twenty-one

isother ieylied that he was not, then the man asked where he could be =
found. i.otheir told him that he was out looking for a farm to rent,
The wan asked when he would be back, adding, "I want to see him as R
soon as 1 can™. llother asked, "You called him Uncle Billy -- are you =~~~
acquainted with him?" He then told her that he was well acquainted with =
Dr. 1ulkey, who spoke of him often, calling him Uucle Billy, and that -
was tae reason for him calling him the same, Just before leaving the C
captain said, "I am Captain lattie, Captain in the Confederate Airmy, home '
on furlough. 1 am going back to the Avmy and want to see Uncle Billy
before 1 leave. Tell him to come to my house as soon as he returns. 1
live five miles northeast of here, and everyone in this country knows men,

Father returned about dark, and all night we wondered and wondered.
About sunrise the next morning Father 1ode up to the residence of _ o
Captein Fattie., Before ten o'clock Father was in camp, smilinge =~ 7 . w7
Captain Fattie had a fine black land Texas farm with a nice residence om -
it., He also had two negro men, one wouman and two or three young negro- ;-
women with babies. This was the parly spring of 1865. Cabptain Pattie ' .~
t0ld Fathei that Dr. iulkey had told Lim that he wanted a farm to rent, .- =
He said that he was going back to the Army, but that his wife and baby .|
would remain st howe, "If you will move in the hume, take charge of alli +?
of it except two rooms déccupied by my wife and board her™, he said, ., .
"that is, let her eat with your family, I will turn over to you my farm, -
negroes, stock, barns, grains, swoked hams and meats; in fact, every- -~ =
thing on the premises tohave twelve months, You cultivate the farm, fqt~

one-third you make in my barn at gethering time, and in"the fall put 1in L
iy smoke house and barns the samwe amount of graln and meats that you have-..,
used of nine during the year.® o

A
LAY

Father asked, "But, Captain, who will measure this grain out of your . |
barns and welgh the meat from your simoke house?' Captain Pattie told :
him that he would be expected to do it., When Father insisted that he was -
& stranger Captain Fattie replied that he had knowm Dr. lulkey ever since
his arrival from Missouri before the war, and that he had talked of

"Uncle 3illy™ ever since he had known him, "He says that you are straight
as an arrow, and that is good enough for me. I have your record, know '
that you are a Christian gentleman and how you have been mistreated.™

"Sam", to the negro man, "get the wagon and team and go over to camp and
haul Uncle 3illy, his famlly and goods over here™., "Sam will haul you
over; .13. Cloe may take charge of all the building, except these two
rooms." Father beat them over, and when 3Sam arrvived we put our plunder
in, crawled in and soon were in a luxurious hule.

Father was quite a well-te-do faurmer in Ilissouri and knew just how to do
it, aad he had taught his boys to farm. There were tihree of us, aged
twelve, fourteen and sixteen, respectively; 1 was the middle one., \le
were "resring to go". Our sioes were worn out, our pants short, hats
dilapidated and flopped.

'Je nad .ork horses and mules, cattle and milk cows in abundance. Flows
ere made ready for breaking land; five plows were started -- two negro
and three white plowmen. Astride "Chock", a saddie pony, ratirer rode
tie ricld sith a sack of grain swung on nls shoulder, a haudkercalef
vied ove:r tne pony's ears to keep the grain out,

Joue o sucwen chunge, and so pleasant! 1n that country then wnite buys
d; ove wnd herdaed stock and negroes did tne farm work, but the Cloe boys
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worked the falm beside the negiroes, and soon we had the name of being’
workers, iJe pitched a large crop -- far ghead of our nelghboxs°

Captain Tavtie lingered at houme, and did not get off to his command, -
as peuace was made. ile, too, boarded with us, By this time we were R
practically through woxking our crops, Our Missouri relatives. and o
friends, ex-soldiers, began stopping in, ragged and hungry, and we were .

pleased to feed them, .

One day Captain Pattie said, "Uncle Billy, if I only had my home baok{*'
I could sturt ofif again, as my soldier days are ended"., Father said,
"Jell, Captain, when I was in deep trouble you made me a liberal
p10p051t1Jn and I gladly accepted it. Nuw, i1f you want your home and.
the control of same make me a propusition and I will try to accomodate
y' ou I'

#

The captain said, "As you need wagon and team I will give you the ox~ -
and horse wagons in good repair, the two yoke of oxen you have used,v ’ ’
certain number of milk cows and horses and Yhree Hundred Dollars ‘
(;300.00) in cash. If you wish to use the eighty acres known as the
{Joody farm you may have all you can make on it, and you may occupy

one half ol the residence whers you are until you get through with this
year's crop. ‘Then I will ceall your expense account square for the time e
you have been here", Father replied, "That is good enough" : gy

/e boys took those two teams and plowed a furrow every three and one-~ .4 &
half feet on all land to plant corn, e soaked tne corn until it RN
swelled good, dropped and covered it with another furrow, using a .
turning plow., We turned millet land, sowed and harrowed it smooth;

broke out the corn rows, crossed and re-croussed with harrow, and by

that time sll the grain was coming up. ile cared for it, sold it, then
started buack for oulr old Missouri home,

Just beforve reaching Fort Smith, Arkansas, we met a lot of our
neighbors who told us of the horrors and muiders of that country. They
sald no southern sympathizer was safe there; that they had remalned
there dwring the war, but could not stay now,

30 we went back to Texas and remained two more years. e stopped at
the plantation home ol Colonel ¥. B. Bradford, ten miles north of
Bonnam. /e grew two farm crops there in 1366 and 1367, but had moved
there in the fall of 1865. :

Colonel 3radford was a very wealthy man, owning farm lands &nd herds of
c:ttle. 4“whe Bradford faiily was one of the best families of peorle 1
ever smew. 1f Colonel or Lu's. Bradford could assist one in need it was
2 deliznt to do so; it was always donce in a most guiet way, whetiher it
was Jor an ex-soldier or unfortunates.

A giadson of iy PFather was admitted to practice wedicine, when a call
vis made o wlissouri soldiers, He enlisted in the Conreder:te Avuy
2nd in vwe spring of 1360 he dropped in to see Father. IIe was luysed,
but clezn, in his tattered Contederate coat,

‘Imen Coionel sradford learned who he was he invited him over. Ile
asked  cie younz @aan's intentions. Ile told Colonel Bradford that lie
dontes oo et some work to ds in orde. tu et a suit of clothes so
Lial e cwald teach school, chea euter thie practice ol medicine., Jhe
ne.iv >.t.xday Colonel ledLO*d invited tue younyg wan, Doct.r buvis, to
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50 GO0 Jonham wich ki in his cwrisse. The doctor exc:sed al.scll

- beci.se 04 iis putched and ragsed clothes. The colounel suid, 'Jaoe 1s

oy tae resson i owaub you vo go with me'. They weat. Mie colouel dressed
i out in a new suitb, vousut pill bags und «ll necessiiy apd.alus
o tas practice oif medicine, opened an account at tae doug store Jov
his use, had him to select ais horse Lroi awong wany, and estoolished
the doctor in the heart of a big plantation on ked :iver. The doci
wade jood end repaid the coloned.

The 3ruadfords were aoble and churitzble people, Jolonel 3v.dlvwd aad
about rifty negrv slaves, and they were well housed and cared o,
Jne o0ld negro man, Nelse, cared Tor the Colonel's bussy and cariluge
and for the Bradfoifd family.

one day.as I passed the Bradford yard the colonel, with all his grown
negroes around him, was talking. I was curious, and heard tae colounel
say, "Boys, you are as free as I am, and I wouid like to kno.u whot
you wunt to do', He gquizzed them and their reply was, "Doa't <mow,
sirt®. ™Jould you all like to stay here at home?" They replied, "Yes
sir'e He told theum thut euch Tamily could retain its roouy and
comfortable cabin for twelve montas, and he would rent each ruuily all
the land desired to cultivate, furnish each with mules and plous, seed
to plunt, teed for the teums wiaile maling the crop, furnish the food
and clothinz and doctor bills for twelve months. He said chat he
would ve the judge as to what wus needed, and that at harvest tlwe euch
family should put in his barn one-half of what he or she had pi .duced,
and the expense account for the year would be squared. Ie asiked how
that suited them, and the negroes acclaimed in unison that it was all
right, laughing. loudly, '

The men rushed to the barn lot, each selected the tean of mules he had
“been using, put them in their stalls, saying, "Stand up dar honey.

You's gwine ter work now" -- then they were harnessed and hitched to
.. plows; all of.them struck oul over- the large plantation to divide the
.Y tillable landg among themselves. It was as jolly a bunch of negvoes
" -ag one ever listened to) After settling among themselves as 1o wiat
~ ' gach was to have they went to "0ld Massa" and reported. ™all rightt,
~ said the colonel, This same deul was taking place all up and down the
. Red River Valley, in that section of Texas.

R AT .

The next Monday morning about four o'clock the movingz negroes' yodel
‘¢ould be heard for miles and miles up and down that valley. The
‘happy negroes were beginning a new and independent life. The lands had
. been turned and prepared for plenty by those hapyy people. 3But,

:. unf artunately there appeared a notice in the Bonham paper that a
certain character, "Carpet Bagger", would talk to the colored people
5 ~ on a subject vital to them on a certain Saturday. On thalt day every

“* _ male and soue female negroes who could arrange for transportation went

' to Bonham t0 hear that "Carpet Baggzer".

'/ He told those people that they would not be free as long as they
. remained with or near their old masters, and to get away, if only [fifty
. " miles, and retain their freedom and right to vote. He told thew that
s+~ if they should stay with their old masters in a few years they would
be back in slavery. He pictured to the ex-slave how he and otiers had
-+  fought, bled and died for their freedom, and that now their old masters
wme . were endeavoring to take their freedom from them and enslave then again,

This stirred the poor, ignorant negroes and excited them to action and
- expression.. They had always looked on their masters as tieir best
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friends and only protectors, Even after tuelir freedom they lingered
around svhelr old houes and Mmusters To be told what o do Lo makes 3
livins. 16 was true they were free, but tuaey could not est Treedon;
they could not make clothes of freedom. Their freedun had taken them
from zood homes, oeautiful smoked hams, experisnced physiclans, and
kind und tender masters, who loocked uiter aull their wants and
ne.essities.

This grest bunch plectured by the Carpet Zugger as having done so much
for the negroues had givea them their freedom and & vote. This was done
80 tiat olie novthern people cuuld override and control the then successe
ful «nd prosperous south, thinking by dring so that they could cumtrol
the south. it was not for the love ur sywpathy thsy had for the poor
nezrapsihad it been they would huve given them socuwething they could useg
ey pgave thew their freedom and vote, nsither of which was useful to
them in the south, .

‘fhat interest could John Browvm of Connectlout mnurder have had in the
fireedow of the slaves? Or las. Harrielt Seecher Stuwe, writer of
Uncle Jau"s Cabin, another Connecticut product? The southernera only,
knew, asprecisted and sympatiized wilh the negroies.

Consider the zreatest peneral of thse southlsnd -- General lLiobart E, le@e
Did he not Tree his slaves prior to the war? Oousider General Granb,
the zreutest gemaeral of the nurthern army. Did he not hold his slaveas
untii 1heed by kKr. Lincoln's proclamation? Whose heart was more in
sympabhy with the negro slaves -- tlhial of the north or south?

Londay merning after the Carpet Bagger's speech Colonel Bradford's

renters did nothing. Colonel Bradford called hils old trusty men, Nelse,
snd asked why the boys were not ubt work. /hen hie replied that he 4id

not unow tie reason the colonel instructed Hlm to lesrn the reasbdbn and

repart to him, He returned wlth the ianforietlon that the Carpet Baggers

had instructed them not $o wurk, and that tiey wanted tu go to Jefferson
l'exas,

The culonel called them together and told them he understood that they
did not want tu stick to their agres.ent, out wanted Lo go to Jelfersan,
He told Laew he would provide wagons and send all of thew to Jefferson,
leave - ueek's provisions {or them, but that ne would never bring Them
bauok,., .All but three widuws and vheir familles went. These Lihree
fuouilies wurked and prospered. Befure the Tirst of the next year the
heuds 30 o1l families and all wmembers, except a few bucks, were buck on
tide Jriginal contract. :

Caspet Bagzers went ull through the south with sowe hellish story to the
psor, inavcent negrues, but 1 never .mew of theuw giving taem one cent,

a 1oot of ground or anytiing else To sustaln thew. Tihe unly thing
offared was the wivilege of viting, «iticlh was a3 warthless in tne
souta as ven dollars in Cunfederale money in an attewnt To buy a nistuage
SCoup in the District of Coluwbia after the swrsader of the suubth.
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was the seone of a deliriiful cur- ¢ |
. rize partr on Thawdsy svening, Wy
; ' . . the occesion being the fortisth an- .-
’ -7 . i nivereary of the marites of My o , .
oL and R Richerd  Avihur 3
. N ' T4 ehildren of tae Conoe
' . ' . ) Iridezransy planped the &
: ) . ’ ) : : The house stemds vithin a cur- |
: " o filage. s all meh #i fhe euters
: ’ . F2te and proeeaded inoa bodys iog .
i ! 1= heme of their prronws, Thew o N
. 5 arvival eame as a camplein sur-
. somemeeees - prine b M0 el Mrm Clon, B
- . e : B Mr. Clap 18 of Senteh dnzeent, 3
B : his aneeriars being amoenz the ear- i"
. linzt, seitlers  of  Virginia,  AMrs. v
L . o Clon is a daughier of the lateq ks
‘ - ' ' Aalten (. Weedon, wioll known A I
: Staffovdian, ana ° o» divect de- i
. . eeendant af General George VUor-!
T : i don, feunder of the Risirg Sun; i
e L ' - " Tavern and hero of Revoluticnary o o
: fame. @
Refreshments. which were;
. . Prought by the childven, weve en-! “ 7
! foyod during the evening.  Ameng .
' ; . theze was a beautifully deeorated
ecake bearing the dates “1843-1053"
and the name “Mary Lee Weodon- :
Richerd Arthur Cle” Tt was i
made by the mother of onz of tic ' :
: gons~-inelaw,
. . . Mr. and Mrs. Cloe were {he re- |
' . racipients of many handzome pifts. b
| Including a compi~te =et nf flat:
= . ; . table-wara in silver, a gift from
: * thelr ehildren, and a marvelous L .
) : quilt, madle and given bv the sis- ! it
v ; S T ter of My, (fre, M5 Josie M. Cioe. | &
. . Erquisite flowers were usd :
‘ . . e decorating the house. "
' Nine of My, and Afis. Clos's fan i
'y : gons and ‘dauchiers attendad toe |
i . aflalr, tocether with (heiy famgitica,
, - The ste owever Mr. end s
- . VL Y. LeF shlny, Afr. and Mis. A,
. B H ST B Gles, 2 PN, W St
) : Billle Cloe, Mire Ay Wrimnsd
H Cloe, Mrs. I.. B. Smith, Mi's Baiiy .
. { ) Iau Emith, Miss Linnie Clae, Miss !
s ’ . : Mary Payne Clee, Mr. and Mrs. i, \
4 . . : E. H. Cann. Mins ; !
" ) . \ - Cann, JRdward Caun. Jr,
: [ . L T . .ard  Arthur Cloe, Jr. Harvevi:
B ) . . o ., Cloe, Mrs. T. V. Irrngdn, Miss.,
. Mellie Herndon, Miss Marian Wee- | ) ’
; don. George Wendnn, Mizs Jostel®  °
| i Clee. Clarence Cla~, Miss M:miejj . . ‘
{ ; Gill, W. W, Paxne. Miss Edna Hitt, i
7 : . Mitchell Ecdani, R. F. Stark, Miss*' - . !
\ _ . - e addith o Tolnon s and’ Alrs. James is
. v Ashley Cooper. Coe 5 : ;
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