Farmer JOHN CRANE of Eggardon, Dorset

buried at Osmington 26th March 1725), made

his Will on the fourth day of May 1718,
Adrer leaving bequests to his two daughters
and their children the remainder was left w
his san Samuel (1670-1740 Alton Pancras),
sole executor. Samuel first married Mary of
Allingron who died at the birth of their san
Jehn, b 1708, and secondly Elizabeth
KRIGHT of Askerswell,

'chn CRAME (b.1640 av Eggardon, Askarswell,

This article is an
introduction to the Crane Family
Reunion at Blandford Forum on
Saturday 20th September 2003.
All descendants of John Crane
are welcorne, Details from
Pam Golding, Founders,

the Royal School of Music. Walter Henry (1BEB-1965)
marrisd Winifred May Harriet MAYNARD fram
Twiclenham, Middlesex at Wyke Regis. They had
two daughrers. Walter was an architect who
practiced mainly in Lendon, but also in
Cyprus for a time during the 1920°s. Jessie
Clarke 1895-1978, a domestic sclence
teacher mainly in Swindon, Wiltshire,
Jezsie nover marrled. She had her father's
senze of humour, not a Crane trait on this
line! Clifford Stanley (1898-1919) trained

Samuel the 2nd, (b.1718 Askerswell High Street, to be an accountant, but WW1 interrupted
d.1787 Alton Pancras), son of Samuel and Henstridge BAS ORB this. In 1915 he was a Lieutenant in the Royal
Elizabeth, married 1742 at Folke, Edith psgolding@yahoo.com Field Artillery and later was awarded the

HOPKINS of Buckland MNewton where z
meadow is named Crane Meadow. Secandly, in 1766
at Alton Pancras, he married Mary 1SLES, a widow of
Fiddleerenthide. This Samuel, a- Gentlernan, was renting Alton
Pancras Manor Howse, and acting as churchwarden at Alton from
1710-1786. Samuel left all his land and money to his half brother
Jehin, yeoman farmer of Child Okeford, but he had died so the
fortune went to Samuel the 3rd, john's eldest san, barn 1746, the
executor and main beneficiary,

John Crane the 2nd, (| 708-1775 Askerswell), yeoman farmer
and bailiff for the TREMCHARD family property around Lytcherr,
wit a ratepayer, treasurer and churchwarden at Hammaon where
he was buried, He married Elizabedh/Bewy —-2 (1710-1781).
Eleven children were known to survive infancy, including Dorothy
Crane (b. 1744, d.1828) married | 772 Charles COX a wheelwright
{b.1752,d.1811) Of their & issue born at Child Okeford, the eldest,
Charles Cox (b.1773) was a carpenter an HMS Crescent in Simons
Bay, off Cape Town in 1796 when while working in the rigging he
was shot by Edward NEXTON, a surgeon's second mate fifing at
seagulls, and fell to his death. His mother placed a plague in Child
Ohkeford Church in his memory. Edward Nexton was honourably
acquitted of any criminal intent ac 2 court martial. Henry Cox
(1 775-1841) married Ann and had a timber yard at Pedlar's Acre,
Lambeth opposite the Houses of Parliament. Ne known children.
Sophia Cox (1780-1844) married 1806, Bernard Bishop BUCK
(b, 1 780 Wyke Regis 41859 Weymouth),a master mariner. OF their
five children born at Wyke Regis: Sophia Elizabeth Mintern Buck
|B08-1835 married John SWETMAN, dealer at Child Okeford,
One son, Charles Samuel Swetman, bap, Wike Regis in 1835.The
family was recorded as living at Yenson, Dorser, but this place has
yet to be traced and no recard of the family has been found. Fanny
Bishop Buck (1B10-185B) married James MACPHERSOM, a
Primitive Methadist minister fram Edinburgh, at Weymouth, Seven
children all born in Lancashire or Chashire betwesn 1840 and
1845 included George Henry Bucle (1B18-1880), a tea dealer, whe
married Mary SMITH (1827-1914) in 1858, 3t Croydon. She was a
Quaker as were all her immediate family, & witness ar their
wedding was John HORNIMAM, the Quaker founder of
Horniman's Tea and the husband of Mary's aunt The next
generation of Crane descendants on this line regularly have very
dark hair, blue eyes and strong features. George and Mary had two
daughters born near Banbury, Oxfordshire The second was Loulsa
Fanny Buck (1869-1945) who never married. The first daughter,
Mary Louisa Buck (1860-1928) married Henry Robart CLARK a
Quaker schoolmaster from Bristol. They set up home at
Winscombe, Somerset which is near the Quaker School at Sidcot
where Henry taught. OF their four children Ethel Mary (I886-
1972) married Edmund WALKER a bank director from Saffron
Walden, Essex, at Winscombe. They had ane son whe didn't marry,

| was an axtremely accomplished piano player and attended

Military Cross, Additional family names,
MATCHAM, THOMAS, HARVEY, WAREHAM,
BISHOF SAIMSBURY, TYLER, MAYNARD. WELLS,
BURCHILL

Samuel the 3rd (| 746-1815), eldest son of John Crane the 2nd
and Berty was the most successful financially. A farm manager at
Bloxwarth, he married first 1771 Jane PERROT at Hermitage, and
in 1788 Elizabeth DAVIS at Cerne Abbas. Four sons, including
James (b 1792, Cerne Abbas) maltser and Gentleman of Cerne
who married 1858 at Chilfrome Jane POPE (b.1B2Z Toller
Porcorum), daughter of Ezekiel Pope, Genteman. james built the
present Southover House at Tolpuddle in 1862 Their son James
Edward (1863-1943), farmer of 1,164 acres at Tolpuddle, married
1889 one of the vicar's daughrers, Mary Estelle NASH (1 B&4-1950)
and they lived and died at the Manor House which James Edward
had purchased. Additional family names, COLES, HAMMOND,
HOUSE, MONTGOMERY.

Jabn the 3rd (1750-1794), younger son of John Crane and
Berxy, tenant farmer and bailiff, married MNancy Upward ROSSITER
(1751-1799). In 1782 and 1783, John Crane was one of those
sworn in m adjudicate cases brought before the Court at
Hammaoon, The £500 inherited from his Uncle Samuel of Altan
Pancras had dwindied. He was buried in wosl in Child Okeford,
bssue of John Crane and MNancy:- John, Elizabeth, Samuel and Mary.

John the 4cth (I777-1829) a wenant farmer, mecried Mary
HOOPER in 1801, She was the eldest daughter of William Hooper,
originally a farmer at Moreton, Of their 9 children, Edward jained
the Royal Marines and lived in Portsmouth. He married Elizabeth
Jane EDMUNDS in 1842 was described n his army records as §'
9", fair, brown hair and grey eyes. William attended Wimbarne
Grammar School before being apprenticed to Samuel CRUMPLER,
wheelwright. Anna Marfa (b.1818) married 1839 Robert EYERS
(1817-1885) one dme innkeeper of The Crown Hotel, Blandford.
Family names associaved with John & Mary's children:- BEAMS,
BIDDLECOMEE, BUDDEM (USA), BRYANT, ERXLEBEN (USA),
NORMARN, OLD, TRAVESS. William (1812-1890) converted to
Woesleyan Methodism and helped built the new chapel at Lytchatt,
married Fanny RICKETTS an Christmas Day 1836, & children all
born in Lytchetr. Fanny died of consumption at the early age of 39
in 1855 and in 1B59 Willlam married Bessie FOOT (b. Donhead Sc
Andrew c. 1822} ar 5t George's Hanover Square, Londan, at which
timeWilliam was living in Longfleet, Poole. Names associated with
William & Fanny's children: FOREMAN, DYASON, HART. Two of
Wiltiam & Fanny's children followed their father's foorsteps in
becoming carpenters or wheelwrights. The elder Franciz (b.1836)
married a Leicestershire girl, Rebecca BARTRAM at Weymouth in
1864. In 1870 they settled in Leicester whers they brought up 3
sons and 3 daughter. Mames associated with Francis & Rebecca:




LEE, DESECROUGH, LOUGH, MELLOR, SHARDLOW (all
Leicester). Younger son William George (1851-1939), as a
journeyman wheelwright, travelled all aver southern England. He
married first — Emma Tribett DAVEY (b 853 Execer d.1B77
Longfleet) and secondly, Martha MILLER (b.|849 Pembroke d.1927
Longlleet), the eldest daughter of a shipwright born at Wareham.
Both William's marriages were celebrated at the Poole Wesleyan
Chapel, where he was a lay preacher. For more than 35 years he
was a town councillor, becoming sheriff of Poole in 1922, In 1880,
with his brotherin-law, George Foreman, he set up a building
business which became WG Crane & Son.Associate names; COX
(Leicestar] MUTLEY, CURTIS, BASSETT.

Samual (1780-1859), son of John and Mancy. The life of
Samuel was a hard one. He married at Poole his first wife
Susannah LOCKE (1781-1817) of Poole. Samuel seems to have
taken to the |ife of a shepherd. His children wers born in various
locales in the vicinity of Blandford, presumably wherever worlk
was available. Samuel's first wife Susannah died in 1BIT leaving
him with 9 children. He remarried quickly, 86 months later 1817
at Shillingstone Ann MINCHINTON (1785-1820) who gave him
4 more children, and died in childbirth at (Tarrant) Crawford, His
3rd wife, Betty FUDGE, (1774-1852) was approaching 50 when
she married Samuel, |B23 at Sturminster Newton. From 1840,
Samuel was back in Child Okeford and close to poverty until his
death In 1859, The issue of Samuel and his first two wives
included Charles {bpr1815) who married Susan ASHENDOMN.
He served in the 5th Lancers |835-59, In the East Indies, Crimea

W G Crane, founder of the firm, Percy his son and Morman, elder son of Percy.

Photo taken | %15 Longfleet.

1o

and Turkey, was present at the Battles of Balaklava and Inkerman
and the Siege of Sevastopol. His Army description at age 43 was
59", fair, sandy hair, hazel eyes. Eii (b.1817 Child Okeford
d. 1892 Yorks) married Margaret of lreland. Served as a private
with the 35th Royal Sussex regiment of Foor |B36-58.
Discharged at Chatham. Additianal names BELBEN, BOUCHER,
PARSOMNS, beerkeeper of Blandford.

Eli's son Samuel (b. 1843 Galway d.1910 East London), married
1863, Kent, Sarab A, COLE (nine issue), he alse joined the 35th
Royal Sussex Regiment, as drummer boy age 14 and described at
that time 4'| 1", fair, red hair, brown eyes. In 1868 Samue| was
awarded the Bronze Medal of the Royal Humane Society for saving
the life of the son of a staff commander from drowning at Gun
Wharf, Portsmouth. Samuel was a sergeant az Chatham, and after
discharge a school board visitor. Additional names, AMOS, CURD,
DEMT, PHILLIPS, SMITH, WRIGHT.

Fanny | lth child of john and Betty, married 1775 ar Child
Okeford, Philip TAMSVWELL, a whesalwright. They lived at Gold Hill
and had six children. all born in Shaftesbury. John the 5th, a farm
labourer, (1807- 1878 ) the 4th child of Samuel Crane and his first
wife Susannah, married 834 Child Okeford, Mary Ann Stone
BELBEM age 32 In the year after his father died, |ohn was
appointed "to keep order during Divine Service at @ salary of 30
shillings a pear”. It is thought he had his hands full with the younger
element of the parish alaft in the gallery of the church, used by the
Sunday school children. lssue of john and Mary Ann:

Emmanuel (1835-1905), eldest child , married 1870
Loulss BURT (1847-1903). His early life working on the
farms led on to a career with horses, at one time a
coachman with the rector of Winterbourne Suckland.After
Ermmanuel's father died 1878, with his widowed mother, his
wife and eldest 7 children, he was living In Bay Tree Cottage
in |B81, as a groom. In appearance Emmanual was known
1o have fir complexion, red hair and a red beard. He was a
diabetic. Among their 10 children were Albert William
(IE71-1946), Bertram (1874-1903). a railway porter of
Wincanton, Theodors who died of TB in 1854, her small
wooden cross is in Child Okeford churchyard, Carglina
who accidenmlly drowned in the River Stour in Child
Okeford 1899 age |8, Edgar (1885-1947), train driver of
Poole. James George (1888-1946), a gunner in the Royal
Marines, was in France most of the time. He talked of Ypres
and the Somme. He later worked at the South Western
Pottery for about 20 years, where he was a founder union
member. Bidest son Albert Willlam (1871-1948), in 1891 a
servant in the household of the Chiel Constable of Dorset
in Dorchester, married jane HOBBY at Milford-on-Sea
Christmas Eve 904, A coachman for the renownad
CORNWALLIS-WEST family at Newlands Manor, Milford-
on-5e1, Hants, he was wall buile, medium height, very fair
when young, ruddy complexion, good strong features, genial
disposition and loving father, with a great love of horses.
Additional names, ADLEM, CALLARD, FRAMPTOM,
HOBBS, SAUNDERS, WELCH.

Charles (1837-1903) younger fon of john Crane and
Mary Ann Stone Belben, marrizd 1859 Child Okeford,
Maria Upward COWARD (1838-1921). An agricultural
labourerfcarter, he and Maria had 12 issue, including: Samuel
b.1B70 Child Okeford, married Eliza BRITTAIN, A porter
with the Somerset & Dorset Raltway, he was killed in a
shunting accident ar Shillingstone Station where he was
employed, James |ohn b. 1872 Child Okeford, married Annie
A WHIFFEN, employed by the Somerset and Dorset
Railway as a guard at Bath, 2 daughters, and a son William
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James who warked -as. a railway fireman, one of whose
descendants, James William Donal Crane, b.192] worked for the
Metropolitan Police. He became Assismanmt Commissioner in
charge of the fraud squad, promoted to H.M.nspector of
Constabulary and knighted. He had a crest designed, which
basically features a crane and the seales of justice,

Albert Edward Crane b.iBBl Child Okeford, married 1904
Ellen Elizabeth STEVENS at Bathwick, Somerset A goods guard all
his working life with the Somerset & Dorset Railway, and finally
British Railways: until he retired, he had exceptional fielderafts
which he must have been taughe as a young boy in the fields and
woodlands around Child Okeford. 4 Issue. Associate names
CORSAR of Pokesdown, GOODING, GOULD, GOUDGE,
MARSHAL WINSCOMBE

Mary Crane, 4th child of John and Mancy ROSSITER (1784-
185%), married ¢.1803 Okeford schocltencher James HARVEY
{1779-1857). They had |1 children, including William (1808-1859)
postman, married Laura Eliza PARSOMNS and it was their son
William Harvey (1832-1901) who was the first of the Crane family
to emigrate to Canadna. At the age of |9 he worked as a groom at
Hanford House, Child Okeford, married 1867 Emma DRAKE
{1846-1916) and salled from Liverpool twelve days later on the
5.5, Peruvian, They had 5 daughters, Willinm and Emma ran 2 small
hotel called Lakeview House which was well known for its lavish
dinners \William's sister Laura Ann Harvey (b.1837) married 1863
Thomas Coombs MATTHEWS, a carpenter of Bath, ralsing their
family at Windlesham, Surrey.

Associnte names of Mary Crane and James Harvey, AMES,
CLARKE. DRAKE, DUNFORD, ELSWORTH, HATCHER,
HUTCHING, KING, MATTHEWS, ROSSITER, SELDEM,
THOMPSON, TIZZARD, TROWBRID GE. TUFFIN,

Shirley Evans, 7 Warwick Avenue, New Milton, Hants BH25 8AH
shirleyevans(d} 7 cats. fsneL.co.uk

SURFING WITH
MISS ALEX

This time | have been locking at CDs of books for sale an the
Internet which may interest Somerset or Dorset researchars.

Motes & Queries for Somerset and Dorset volumes |-6
are available for £57.58 the set or indlvidual volumes ac£12.93
including VAT. The series, in which people posed questions and
other readers answered and their replies were published,
started in |B88,and provided a service not unllke the internet
does today. Each valume comprises B separate books, each
Baek having up to 50 different toples.

Dorser 1861 census of the ongnal enumerators books
are available.

The Unjversal Directory of Great Britain 1791, five huge
volumes comprising the earfiest directory for Great Britain.
The descriptions of the towns and villages are excellent (jes
says on my scresn!) and includes mames and addresses of
people in those areas who have trades. Volume | covers
London, 24 places England alphabetically, volume 5 the
amendments published in the next few years, £34.94.

The Yisitation of Dorser | 677, During the late 1B00s and
early 1900s the Harleian Sociery published a large series of
vranscripes of these documents which show the pedigrees of
families, some dating back to Morman times. (Hutchings:
History of Dorset may contain many of these-Ed} £11,18

These were just a few of the offers | found at www.rod-
neep.co.ullacatalogiArchive CD

Alex Gallap, Peale e-mail; elms@iéogme. ffnet.couk

Do | Really Smell as Sweet?

AVE you ever thought that the reason great uncle Nehemish

can't be traced in any census beyond the age of |1 might not
be that he died a teennger, but that he just liked to be known by
another mme!

My aunt Mell was baptised Deborah, after the grandmother
she never knew, grandad’s mother having died when he was only
eight. Aunt was known as Mell by her whole family — and Granny
Parker had |8 children. Well, there wasn't much else to do in [9th
Century Norfalk.

Aunt Mell had a younger brother baptised William Baden
Pawell PARKER. He, poor lad, clearly could not face the future and
gave up the ghost after & month, | have been told of a John
Garibaldi PURMELL in Morth Samerset, but he doesn't seem to be
one af my lor. OFf course there were some who liked their unusual
Hame.

Great grandad'’s younger brather, who wen his medal for his
endeavours as sergeant-major abroad in the 1857 Sarah Sonds
troopship blaze, had been baptised In Chilcompton as ohn Raynes
Lewis Purnell, But he enlisted in Bristol in the S4th Regiment as
Lewis Pumell. And there's Demon Drink. How many dads wer the
biaby's head too enthusiastically on the way to the Register office!

O the Shepton Mallet Purngll side aunt Lill especially wanted
her younger son to be registered as William. But the register
recorded him as Charles Herbert. The degree of uncles
umiccustomed inebriety — he was after all 2 Methodist — can be
gauged from the fact that one of his first names was Albert, not
Herbert. Furious aunt Lill — always the stwronger character -
decreed that the boy should ever after be known as Bill, which he
was until the day he died by everyone, including his wife. | don't
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know how the |940s MNavy recarded him, and | shan't be around
in 2032 to witness his first entrance on the census smge.And then
there's the In Memoriam factor,

My father-in-law was abways known as Lou, though registered
as Herbert George. This seems to be as a result of his mother
losing four out of eight and an elder son belng named Osear Lewis
= Lewis after his Devonshire 2xgreac-grandfacher, who had died
aged two, seven years before. Poor Mrs CHAPPLE was to lose her
eldest son too, torpedoed within & weeks of the opening if World
War |, Also one must not overlock the torment of aspirant-
dropping schoolboys.

Aunt Lill had married inte a Wilkshire HASSALL family. Her
elder son Jack, anxious to protect his children from future
embarrassment, when they came aleng, changed his family name to
HAZELL. Bill, an altogether sturdier proposition, ssilored on. But
what have | got to beef about?

Well, Mum in her late teens/early twenties worked as ladys
maid to the teenaged daughter of a rather posh Grace & Favour
family wha named their child son Gaspard.Years later, married and
hundred odd miles away, when | came along, yes, you've guessed it,
| got named thus supplementary. Had | been a girl | might well have
been Loelia. Whilst someone destined to be a lord might be able
to weather it you can jmagine the effect on Harry, Bob, Johnnie
and Frank at school (though we might have all read the Magnet, we
didn't have an Indian princefing at BGS at the tima).

And still they do it today. If | should ever have a great
granddaughtes, should |, in memory of mum, recommend that she
not be named Posh!

Leskie Purnel, 34 Northfield Drive, Truro, Comwali TRI 2BT
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HENRY CRANE OF DORCIESTER, MASS, AND SOME OF
HIS DESCENDANTS. '

Compiled by Miss ExiLy WiLper Leaverr, of Boston, Mass.

Tur Braintreo, Mass,, Town Records of 1640, state that James Penni-
man, Thomas Matosan, Stephen Kinsley, Gregory Baxter, Samuel Crane
and William Chescborough were elected to administer town affuirs.  This
is the first association in those records of the names of Kinsley and Crane,
and here is all thero is of Samuel Crane. Whence he came, whither he
went, who can tell?

In 1654, Stephen Kinsley, who was at Mount Wollaston, Mass., in
1639, with his sons-in-law, Anthony Gulliver and Henry Crine, wero
settled on adjucent farms in that part of Dorchester which was, later,
incorporated as Milton.

ITeNry' Crang, who was born about 1621, probably in England, had
married Tabitha, o daughter of Stephen Kinsley, and had purchased a farm
of ono hundred and twenty acres of land; with its house standing on the
road which was, according to the selectmen’s records of Dorchester, of 1.
7. 1654, “on a way laid out through Dorchester woods, from DBraintree
bounds to Roxbury bounds; beginning near Henrye Crane’s house: the
way to lie south west of it, on the old, beaten road waye.” ‘This was the
first road over Milton Hill and was laid out from Braiutroe, now Quiney.
By this we learn that Henry Crane had been settled there for some time;
but the date of his'marriage and the birth of his first two children were not
cntered on the town books; the first that we fiud being the birth of Lis
third child, John, in 1658.

In Mussachusetts Archives, vol. 80, p. 239, there is an autograph lettor
of lleury Crave dated May 7, 1677. 1t is written in fing, clear, flowing
lines, and both composition and spelling show that he must have received
~ some scholarly traiving. It was a reply to an order from the General
Court. *Ilenery Crane hath three Indian Servants, one wan, one woman
aud one child, which you have ordered to bo sent away. "The man has
been at Noddle’s Island for one month; and your petitioner hath not had
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any opportunity to dispose of them, unless he should give them away.” Ilo
then pleads for two months’ delay that ho may make the best advantago of
them.

Shortly after this the General Court summoned Henry Crane to show
evidence why lands at “DBlow Iills” should not bo disposed of at its
pleasure. .

He was chiefly a husbandman; yet with a tendency to land speculation.
In 1683, « Henry Crane, of Milton, bought land of Moses Payn, innholder,
at the south end of Boston, which said Moses Payn bought of Ilenry
Phillips, butcher, and was bounded, east by the highway to Roxbury, south

by Thomas Smith’s land, now Andrew Belcher’s, northerly, by the land -

belonging to Theophilus Frary's heirs; together with the beach, and the
flats to the seaward;” whilst his later years were much employed in giving
and reducing mortgages on his possessions. Ho was one of the selectmen

of Milton in 1679, 1680 and 1681, and was one of the trustecs of tho first |

.meeting-house built in Milton.

His first wife, Tabitha (Kinsley) Crane, died shortly after 1681, and sho
married, second, about 1683, Elizabeth
at Milton, Mar¢h 21, 1709, His children were:

{  BENJAMIN, b. about 16565 who, when but eighteon years old, cenlisted

in Captain Jolmson's company, in King Philip's war, and was

gi%y’grely wounded in the battle of Nurraganscett Swamp, Dee. 19,
Je
2. fI. STErueN, b. about 1657.
i, Issny, Jn. .
- ig. Joux, b. at Dorchester, 80. 11. 1658; m. Dec. 13, 1686, YIananh, dau.
of James and Ilannah Leonard; lived in Taunton, Mass.

v. Erwmavseri, b. Aug. 14, 16635 m. 1st fn Milton, May 23, 1682, Elcnzer
Gilbert, of Taunton; he d. March 29, 1701; she m. 2d, April 27,
17053, George Townsend of Taunton. -«

8. vi. EBENEZER, b. Aug. 8 (10), 1665.
vil. Mary, b. Nov. 22, 1666; m. March 28, 1690, Samuel YIackett of
Taunton.
viil, Mercy, b. Jan. 1, 1668.
ix. SaMUEL, b. June 8, 1669.
x. AxNa C. M., b. 1687; rcmoved to Tauunton.

9. ii. SrePREN? CANE (Henry'), born about 1657; mavried 1st, July 2,
1676, Mary Denison, who was born 1660; died June 17, 1721;
he married 24, Aug. 18,1728, Comfort, widow of Samue! Bolcher,
of Braintree, Mass.; be died July 20, 1738; “widow Comfort

Crane died at Milton, Dec. 21, 1745.  Children, all by 1st wifo:

1.  Mary, b. July, 1680.
§. ‘TAnrTmA, b. Oct. 7, 1082; d. Nov. 18, 1682.
iii. Bumzausri, b. March 14, 1684; m. Jan. 15, 1718, Samuel Fuller.

, who survived him; ho died -
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fv. Samuer, b, May 23, 1687,
v. Zerviaa, b, Nov. 30, 1690,

4. vi. Beysayy, b Dee. 17, 1692; m. Abizall ITonghton.

3.

5.

40

Epexezen® (Ilnry') CRANE, born Aug. 6, 1665; married Nov. 13,.;

16389, Mary, & daughtor of Thomas, Jr., and Elizabeth (Johnson)
Tolman and a grand-daughter of the Thomas Tolman, senior, who
came from England in 1633, and was ono of the first settlers of Dor-

chester; both her father and grandfather were prominent and influen-

tial eitizens in Dorchester, where she was born Nov. 26, 1671,
Ebenezer Crane ecnlisted in the company which went with Sir
William Phips's oxpedition to Quebec, August, 1690, under the com-

|

i
1

maml of Colouel John Withington; and he was ono of the twenty-

nino men who returncd, out of the seventy-five sent by his native
town. The Great and General Court granted, to all who enlisted in
this war, shares in the northern part of Worcoster Conuty, Mass,,
which was then called “ Dorchester Canada,” now the town of Ash-

Lurnham.  “‘There are many families by the name of Crane in that.

vicinity who claim descent from an uuvknown Ebenezer Crane,”*
DLut ho hiwself remained in that part of Braintree which was, later,
jucorporated as the town of Quincy, and all of his children were born
there. These were:

1.  Enenszen, b. Nov. 21, 1692; m. Nov. 9, 1716, Elizabeth Cock.
fl. Fzexien, b. Nov. 28, 1694,

. Dasiern, b, February, d. March, 1696,

tv. ‘Tanteid, b, Dee. 27, 1697, :

v.  AManvy, b July 11, 1699; m. Robert Swan.

vi.  Erzanern, b. Jan. 17, 1702; m. Elisha Faxon.

vil. - Lypts, b, April 2, 1703; m. Zacharlah Alden of Boston.

vill. Epwann, b. Aug. 12, 1705,

1x. JInxry, b, Feb. 29, 1708

X. Tuosas, b, May 12, 1710.

xf.  BensaMiy, b. Oct. 22, 1712; m. May 12, 1737, Anna Brackett.
xil. Apwam, b. Nov. 2, 1714; m. 1st, Sarah Field; 2d, Sarah Beverley.

BexyaMin® Crange (Stephen,® Henry'), born Dec. 17, 1692; married
Dec. 27, 1722, Abigail Houghton. They had children:

§.  Joseri, b. Feb. 28, 1724,
1.  Many, b. Jan. 28, 1727.

Il.  Bensasn, b, June 4, 1728,
v, Antcam, b, Aug. 16, 1729.
v.  AMmaneatr, b. March 1, 1781,
vl. Sern, b, July 22, 1783,

¢ From a wouograph by Phiucas M. Crane.
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7. vii. STEPmEN, b, May 19, 1734,

vi

fl. Apuam, b, Aug. 11, 17365 d. July 4, 1737,

5, Troxas® Craxt (Elenezer? Ilenry'), born in Braintreo, Mass., May

i.
8. il

12, 1710; married Jan. 18, 1782, Dcborah, daughter of Nathaniel
and Deborah (Parmenter) Owen; they were both admitted to the
church at Braintree, August, 1782, They had children:

EBENEZER, b. Nov. 12, 1732, '

T1oMAS, b. Feb. 16, 1735,

9, fil. Joseri, b. Scpt. 11, 1737.
fv. ELisma, b. Scpt. 21, 1740.

v.

G.A

i.
il.
iit

DoroTiy, b, March G, 1748.

nan® Craxe (Llenezer,? Henry'), born Nov: 2, 1714; marricd 1st,

March 8 (or May 4), 1738, Sarah Field, who died Sept. 3, 1742;

he married 2d, Jau 7, 1748, Surah Beverley. They had children:
WILLIAM, bapt. at Braintree, May 27, 1737, )

Sanan, bapt. at Braintree, May 27, 1737.
. Apuan, Jr, b, —

10. iv. Jouxw, b. Dec. 7, 1744,

v.

Mimixaye, bapt. Jan. 19, 1750,

7. Steenex* Craxe (Benjamin? Stephen? Ienry'), Lorn in Braintree,

May 19, 1784, removed to Cunton, Mass.,, where he built & honse’

on the shores of Punkapoag Brook, near its junction with the
Neponset river. A short distance helow his house, a papier mill
had been built in 1730, by a company, onc of whom was Daniel
Ilenchman, book-seller and publisher of Boston, which was ruu for
a few years but could not be sustained. “ In 1760 the business was
aguin revived by James Boies of Boston, who procured a paper maker
from a British regiment then stationed in Boston, by the name of
Hazelton, who obtained a furlough long enough to set the mill to
work.”* This was carried on in rather a small way until the revolt

of the colonies threw them on their own resources in this as well as

in so many other manufactures.

As business increased many more workmen were called in, amongst
whom were two sons of Stephen Crane, Stephen junior aml Zeuas.
After the former became skilled in the work, he went to Newton
Lower Fulls where he built and managed a paper mill of his own,

Stephen Craue married, Nov. 13, 1762, Susanmah, daughter of -

Nathaniel® and Susannah (Tucker) Badcock, who was born at Mil-
ton, Feb. 7, 1742. They had children:

¢ RecIsTER, 1875, pagoe 158.
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\®



7

1. Lumrner, b, March 10, 17G4; m. May, 1806, Janc Morton; d. Oct. 16,
|LERN .
. Sreenes, Juntor, b, Jan. 2, 1766; m. Blizabeth Garduer of Brighton,
Mass. ;. 1802,
Sl Punaesox, b, Jan. 7, 17695 . Feb. 12, 1769,
Iv.  Sesaxsan, b, June 7, 1770.
Ve . NaTnax, b, May 15, 1774 ; m. Oct. 19, 1806, Avis ITarrington of Water- |
town, Mass., who d. March 16, 1313; he . 2d, Dec. 25, 1813, Susan
Mastings of Waltham, Mass., who was born Oct. 18, 1787; d. July
. 23, 18623 he d. Sept. 21, 1826,
1. vi.  Zkxag, L. May 9, 1777,

8. Tuouas* Cuaxe (Thomas? Elenczer? Ilenry'), born at Braintree,
Feb. 16, 1735, early removed to Boston, where he first engaged in
trucking, then as a wharfinger.  In 1772, he with his wife Ann sell
u brick house that stood next the Green Dragon; in 1783, he owned :
a louse on Essex Street; in 1784 Ebeuezer Woodward, whom he
calls his brother-in-law, deeded a certain portion of a wharf which
Ebenezer Woodward had purchased of Leonard Vassall Borland,
uder the name of Borland’s wharf, to Thomas Crane, which was :
from thut timo called Crane and Woodward’s wharf. Iere the two
pursued their several avocations, Mr. Woodward as cooper and mer-
chant, and Thomas Crane as wharfinger, with joint partnership in a

- salt wharf adjoining which they held in common. Just before his
deceaso, Iibenczer Woodward gave a deed of the whole to Thomas
Crane. Later this wharf was known as Central Wharf.

Thomas Crane married Aun, probably a daughter of Richard and
Aun Pattishall.  Richard Pattishal took his degree at Harvard, of
B.A. 1735; M.A. 1788; preached occasionally and was also a
teacher of u private school in the north part of Boston, “on Iauover
Street three houses below the Orange tree, in Mr., Bradford’s house™*
1lis father, Robert Pattishall, a wealthy merchant of the city, bought
four thousand acres of land above Saco river falls from Major Wil-
liam Phillips, 16.1.1667.f IHis brother, Richard Puttishall, had
removed to Pemaquid, Maino, and owned a sloop which plied
Letwecn that point and Boston. This sloop, as it lay near the bar-
bican, in 1689, was that used to couvey the trembling fugitives from
Pemaquid Fort, after tho massacre by the savages, to Boston,
although Richard Patishell himself was slain. '

In his will drawn Feb. 8, 1791, probated Sept. 12, 1791, Thomas

i Crano mentions his wifo Aunn, his brother Joseph Craune, cordwaiuer,

of Braintreo, and his mother-inlaw Mrs. Ann Patteshall, but no

children.

* RECISTER, 1847, page 644.
t+ York Dcc&s, Boo 1L, page 172,
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Dee. 2, 1803, Hannah, widotr of Thomas Crane, who had mar-
ried William McKean, gives a leaso of “ Woodward's now Central
‘Wharf, with store, warchouses, ete.”*

9. Josern* CrRANE (Thomas,® Ebenezer,® Henry®), baptized at Braintree,

Sept. 11, 1787, a cordwainer by trade, resided at Braintree, part of
tho time occupying the samo house with Benjamin Savil. Although
he had a family of seven children at the outbreak of tho Revolu-

_ tionary war, he seemms to have been keenly alivo to the demands of

the times, as ho served in Capt. Silas Weld’s company in Col. Wil-
liam Heath’s regiment, April 28, 1775 (Rev. Rolls, v. 56, r. 246);
was appointed Sergeantin Capt. Silas Weld’s company, Col. Ed-
mund Phinney’s Battalion, and was reported-as sick in Barracks at

Fort George, Dec. 8, 1776 (Rev. Roll, v. 46, r. 6); marched under !
Capt. Aaron Smith, in Col. Benjamin Gill's regiment, August 15,

1776, to reinforce the Northern Army, and served until Nov. 29,
1777 (Rev. Roll, v. 23, r. 80); engaged Dec. 20, 1777, in Capt.

Thomas Nash’s company, Major Edward Proctor’s detachment, for |

guard in-Blnss., and was at Fort Hill, in Boston; served 2 months,
10 days (Rev. Rolls, v. 21, r. 172) ; engaged under Capt. Ebeuczer
Everett, in Col. McIntoshe’s regiment, in the expedition to Rhode

- Island, Aug. 1, and was discharged Sept. 14, 1778 (Muster Rolls,

’l

vi., . 206); served at Cambridge from April 2 to July 3, 1778,
under Capt. Benjamin Lapham, in Col. Jonathan Reed’s regimeut
(Dluster Roll, v. 20, r. 198); enlisted October 6, 1778, marched 12
miles from home, served 2 months, 27 days, under Capt. Abel
Richards, in Capt. Jonathan Cogswell’s regiment (Mluster Rolls, v.

22, r. 156). At this time his son Joseph Crane, junior, was old '

enongh to serve, and by one of these two, on July 22, 1780, servico

was given under Capt. Thomas Nowcomb, in Col. Eben Thayer’s
regiment, raised for 8 months, to reinforce the Continental Army,

part of the levies stationed at West Point, part at Rhode Island,
the servico terminating Oct, 10, 1780 (Muster Rolls, v. 21, r. 165);
and again a Joseph Crane served in the Forty Days Expedition to
Rhode Island, under Capt. John Armstrong, in Col. Gill’s regiment,
for 27 days, in 1781 (BMuster Rolls, v. 17, r. 29). Ho married,
Dec. 20, 1757, Mary, daughter of Benjamin and Mary (Blanchard)
Savil, who was born Nov. 24, 1789, died Ang. 1,1809; he died

-1810. They bad children:

Joserm, Junior, b. Aug. 1760; m. Sept. 8, 1782, Ruth Wales of
Dorchester.

¢ Suflolk Deeds, vol. 207, folio 168.
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T.EMUEL, . 1762,

Manx, b. Feb. 19, 17645 m. Sept. 21, 1800, Byvon O*Neal.

FurNrzeR, b, Feb. 23, 1766; m. July 26, 1792, Ruth Ludden; he d.
Oct. 1, 1836.

HANNAI, b, March 27, 17683 m, July 23, 1791, Peter ]{cntln‘g of Doston;

.d. June 14, 1§30.
Tnoaas,’b. May, 1770,

vil. Eusia Tiaver, b. July, 1773-4; m. Oct. 28, 1797, Rebecea Freneh;

d. Scpt. 6, 1853.

10. Jonn* Crawe (Abjah,® Ebenezer Henry'), born at Braintree, Dec. 7,
1744, when only fifteen years old volunteered to serve in the army as !
a substitute for his father, who had been drafted but was in delicate -

health.

On his return, John, with his elder brother, Abijah Crane, junior,
learned the housewright’s trade, and together they bought, in 1767,
of Andrew Belcher, a house, land and a shop in Doston, on Nassau

‘Street, now Tremont, near Dr. Byles's meeting-house, and butted by

Jaud of Deacon John Eliot, John Withington, and directly opposite
what is now Hollis Street, where Joseph Lovering’s tallow chand-
lery stood. Further down Tremont Street, on the part then called
Long Acre, near the old Province House, Adino Paddeck, a London
coach muker, owned a large estate. He had some young clms

brought from the Robbins farm -at” Brush Ifill in Milton, by John °

Crane and Gilbert Deblois, and they set them out opposite Major
Paddock’s place before the South or ¢ Granary” Burying Ground.
Paddock was then a captain of a train of artillery composed of
mechanics, in 1774, and in that John Crane received his military
training. )

Both John and his brother Abijah were hot patriots, and it was at

their shop that some seventcen men under disguise of Indians, late !

in the afternoon of Dec. 16, 1778, started for Griflin’s (now Liverpool)
wharf, where three Indiamen, laden with tea, wero anchored. As
they went through the narrow, crooked streets, a crowd of men and
boys swelled their number to about seventy.

When aboard ships, as John Crane was down in a hold flinging
out the tca chests, one of them fell upon him aud he was picked up
sonseless, to all appearanco dead. Some of tho men carried him
ashore and hid him under a heap of shavings in a carpenter’s shop
near by. ' )

After the passago of the Boston Port Bill, John Crane, finding it
hard to support his family in the stagnation of trade that ensued,
removed with his partuer Ebenezer Stevens, to Providence, R. I
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Soon after, the news of the fight at Dunker il roused them; they
immediately ruised two companies of artillery, marched to Roxbury-
and joined Colouel Gridley’s regiment; when Crane was appointed
major and Stevens captain in the Rhodo Island Train Baud.

From this'time until tho close of the war, Major Crane was in
constant service. July 8, 1775, he, with Major Tupper und & cow-

pauy of volunteers, attacked a British advanced guard on Boston |

peck and routed them. Ho commanded a breast-work on the neck
during the siege of Boston; January 1, 1776, he reccived a commis-
sion as major in Knox's regiment of artillery, and went with the
army to New York. Sept. 14, 1776, a part of ouc of his fcet was
sbot off whilst he was cannouading a British frigate that was run-
ping by Corlaier’s Hook, and was thus disabled for a time. Jan. 1,
1777, he reccived a colonel's rank and raised o regiment in Massa-
chusetts * which was officered chiefly by those who had been trained
under Paddock, Gridley and Knox, which was principally employed
in the main army near tho person of the commandor-in-chivf and

was relied on as an essential auxiliary in the most importunt battles. !

No militiry organization in the army participated in so many
eventful scenes or won more laurels; portions of it were with Sulli~
van in the Rhode Island campaign; with Gates at Suratoga and in
the heroic defence of Red Hook on the Delaware; he was brevetted
brigadier general, Sept. 80, 1783.”* Iio was n membor of tho
Cincinuati. . ‘ o

After the war was ended, Colonel John Crane formed  partnership
with Major Lemuel Trescott and removed to Maino, where they
engaged in the lumber trade on Passamaquoddy Bay.

John Crane married, 1767, Dechitable, duughtor of Samuel
Wheeler, who was born 1746; ho died at Whiting, Maino, Aug. 20,
1803. They had childrens '

" Jonx, Juulor, b. 1768.

ALICE, b. 1770.

MeurcavLe, b. 1771,

Antalr.

Isaac.

ClARLOTTE, b, 1782.

11. Zexas® CRANE (Stephen,t Benjamin® Stephen,® Henry'), born May 9,

1777 ; living so near tho mill, whore much of tho activity of the town
centered, must have passed many of his boyish duys in wandering
about its yord and watching the different parts of the work, and

¢ Mussachusetts Socicty of tue Cinclanati, p. 161,

{v
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thus gained knowledge which prepared him to enter his hrother’s
mill at Newtons thenco he went to a mill in Worcester, Mass,, which
was under the coutrol of a very exact and efficient manager, General
Burbauk.

Ifaving perfected himself in the work and its principles, and
studicd its needs, in the summer of 1799, he, being in « position to
establish himself independently, left Worcester, and searched for a
fitting site for his project to build a mill for himself. Crossing tho
IToosac mountains, lie renched the “waters of the upper [ousatonic
river and its branches, Here he passed his first night in Berkshire;
sleeping at a small, wayside inn near the berder line between Dalton
and Pittsfield.

% He had reached o region of superb natural beauty
Tu the town of Dalton, ncar the centre of the famous Berkshire hills,
lies a sheltered valley through which flows the Iargest of the eastern
Lranches of the Ilousatouic, -affording in its rapid descent several

* % F Kk

" fine water powers,”"#

Here, Dec. 5, 1801, a dced conveyed to Ilenry Wiswall, Zenas
Crane and Daniel Gilbert over fourteen acres of land with a paper
mill, in which, up to this time, there had been a duily production of
one hundred and twenty-five sheets of paper, and which became
known as the “Old Berkshire Mill.” Here the partuers worked
together uutil 1807, when Zenas Crane soll his shave and tried a
venture in mercantile life; but, in 1810, he resumed the paper
makiug intercst, first as superintendent and chief manager of & firm
of four partners, of which he was one; then, in 1820, buying out
the others aud taking sole control. -

ampered by the strong prejudice for foreign products, he toiled
steadily on, overcoming muny obstacles, studying the improvement
and perfection of his processes until 1842, in which year he transferred
his interests to his sons, Zenas Marshall and James Brewer, who,
fuvored by conditions and eircumstances, held the «Old Red Mill,”
as it was termed, until it was burned in 1870, when they built o

finer and larger mill of stone, and beeame tho bank-note paper

malers of the Uhnited States; their specialty ‘being the muking of
paper for government purposes, bonds, certificates, treasury notes
and bank bills. ’

“Tu 1846, Zouas Marshall Crance was much inclined to inventing

methods of improving and rising the art . . . . It oceured to him

at that time that the introduction into the fibre of silk threads repre-

* Lioncer Paper Naking in Massachuselts, By J. E. A. Smith, pp. 19, 13,
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senting the denomination of bills by their number would prevent

counterfeiting . . . . . Conservative men disconraged Mr. Crane, 50
that he did not apply for a patent . . . . . Nearly twenty years
after . . . . . practical men at the head of financial aflairs of the
nation deemed it expedient to adopt essentinlly the plan devised by
Mr. Crane . . . . An Englishman appeared at Washington with o
clim as patentee”® But Mr. Craue’s claim was fully established
by somé of the home banks which had retained copies of their trial
of his design. '

Zenas Crane married Nov. 30, 1809, Lucinda, daughter of Gaius
and Lucretia (Babeock) Brewer, of Wilbraham, Mass.,, who died
May 2, 1872, aged 84 years; he died June 20, 1845, They had
children: .

§.  Ltcrvoa, b. March 19, 1818.

§i.  Zexas MARSHALL, b. Jan. 21, 1815; m. 1st, Aunz. 99, 1839, Caroline

T. Laflin, of Lee, Mass., who was b, May 31, 1518, d. Jan. 16,
18193 he m. 2d, April 2, 1850, her sister, Louise . Ladlin, who was
b. July 1, 1830, They had children:

1. Zenas, b. Dee. G. 1840, m. June 17, 1873, BTllen J. Kittredge,

.of Hinsdale, Mass., and had children: (1) Fraucis K., bh.
April 20, 1875; (2) Zenas Marshall, b, March 6, 18785 (3)
Winthrop, b. Oct.’6, 1879, d.; (4) Charles K., b, Ang. 28,
1881; (5) Douglas, b, May 13, 1883; (6) Lawrence L., b.
Nov. 10, 1889, d.

2. Kate F., b. Oct. 17, 1813,

8. Caroline L., b April 26, 1851.

4. Winthvop Murray, b. April 28, 1853; m. Feb. 6, 1880, Mary
RBenner, of Astoria, L. 1., who d. Feb. 16, 1884, leaving one
child, Winthrop Muyray Crane, Jr., b. Scpt. 12, 1881

8. Clura L., b. March 13, 1886.

fii. Jurmes B., b April 81, 1817.
fv. LixprLey Munmy, b. March 17, 1822.
v. Skymour, b. Scpt. 16, 1826.

Mr. James Drewer Crane bequeathed $20,000 to the town of

Dalton. Mr. Zenns Crane and Mr. W. Murray Crane added an
equal sum to this, and caused to bo built & Town Hall of bluo

granite, pressed brick and Longmeadow brownstouo, which contuing,

Dbesides town offices, a museum, a spacious library, to which the Crane

" family gave  the entiro collection of books now in the Crave library,
to be catalogued aud used by the freo public Library,”t and o beauti-
ful upper hall fitted with stage sconery and accoutremunts, while ity
the husement is o large hall for public purposes.

* Pioneer 'aper Muking, pp. 42, 43.
+ Pittsficld Paper, Feb. 9, 1895,
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12. Troxas® Craxe (Joscph,* Thomas® Fbenezer? Ilenry') was hora a! |

Braintree, Mass,, May, 1770. Shortly after his marriage h2 re-
moved to George’s Islaud in Doston Harbor; an island bought, as
valuable for its timber and grazing lands, by James Pemberton, as
carly as 1632, Its second owner was Samuel Greenlenf, whose
daughter Iadnnah inherited it, and sold it to Elisha Leavitt of
Ilingham, Mass., in 1765 ; from bim it passed to Caleb Rice, its .
owuer when Thomas Crane took his abode there. On the sea sido
is a high bluff which was protected by n fine wall before Fort War-
ren was built upon it. Here Mr. Crane lived with his little family,
but, in 1810, bought a farm near his boyhood home on Quincy Point '
in “Old Fields,” lying by Foro river and a streamn still known as '
Crane’s Brook. . '

Like many another New England farm of the period, it was seit
centored; the house standing aloof from the main travelled road,
here o half a mile distaut, but lying so in the heart of its acres that
the thrifty farmer was in the midst of his fields and woods, and thus |
saved much wear and tear of body and machinery.  Thus advantaged
Mcr. Crane becamo a prosperous, successful man; but died before e
had completed fifty years of life.

Thomas Crane married Nov. 6, 1796, Sarah, danghter of Daniel
and Prudence (Spear) Baster, who was born at Braintree, 1771,
dicd Aug. 19, 1324; he dicd Sept. 25, 1818. They had children:

MAaRY, b. Oct. 20, 1798; m. Scpt. 28, 1818, James Sherburne, Jr., of !
?\lilllcy, who was b. April 19, 1707, d. Aung. 14, 1838; she d. May
o, 1859, :

fi. Joskrm, b. Feb. 24, 1801; m. July 2, 1826, Parmelia (Young) Adams,

widow of Charles Adams of Quincy, who was b, May 28, 1795;
he d. at Bowling Green, Ky., Scpt. 21, 1863. :

111,
iv.
v.

TuoMas, In., b. Oct. 18, 1803.
Sarait, b, March 12, 1806; d. Aug. 2, 1843.
Erzaveti P., b, June 4, 1803; d. Aug. 28, 1836. '

vi. Canorixe Baxrter, b. Dec. 23, 18115 . Jan. 8, 1833, Bryant I3., son

of Jumes nud Lucy (Baxter) Newcomb, who was b. March 11,
1810, d. May 13, 1557; she is still living at Quincy.

18. TuoAs® CrANE ( Thomus,® Joseph,® Thomas,® Elenezer? Henry' ), born é

on George’s Island, Oct. 18, 1803, well nurtured by the happy,
healthful life at tho Island aud at Quiney Point, was a sturdy, well
doveloped, resolute lud of fifteen years whon his father's death !
changed tho course of the fumily living. Tho “ district school ” had :
been four miles away from his homo; its advantages were but lmited. i
Ho supplemonted the lessons of its “cyphering school” with ideas
of his own, aud invented for himsclf o Luok of problems which is
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held by his family; its pages lived with cxactness and filled with
cavefully developed examples.

A change from the active, vigorous, open air lifeof a farmer’s son ’
to any indoor occupation could but be trying to him, and, naturally ‘
cuough, he, a Quincy boy, saw his road to future fortuno lying |

" through the granite quarrics, fie dircctly Legan its foundation by ‘
learning tho stoue cutter’s trade. But while Lis hands wero thus
busicd, bis mind was striving and searching. Of a deeply religious
nature, he wrought out for himself a system of theology which
could find its best exposition in the liberal thought of the Universalist |
creed.

“The nearest place where he could hear the discourses that were in
sympathy with hiis conception was the church on School Strect, Boston,
where Rev. Iosea Ballou weekly stirred his mlherents with his
Learty, lively enunciation of his humane precepts.  ‘This chureh was

some nine miles distant, aud there was no public conveyanco be- -

tween the two towns at that carly period. This did not detor
Thomas Crane. Ilach Sabbath he quictly walked these nino
miles; then, when the day was ended, had this long distance to cover
before he could return to his weekly labors. Small wonder that

such a youth should soon find his village home too narvow for his |

tireless energics. That was quickly outgrown, and an oceasion offer-
ing, he removed to New York city in 1829, where he immediately
began work on stone. )

He soon joined an association of his craftsmen, and together they
bought a stoue-yard. Ilis talents speedily carried him heyoud  his
associates who could not appreciate his advanced ideas, and they
made the whole yard over to him, as sole proprictor.  As he becamo

known in his profession, large contracts were given to him. Ile

furnished the granite for'the 42d Street Distributing Reservoir, tho -

New York Custom House, St. John’s Freight Depot, aud the Grand
Central Depot. This not ouly interested bim in public constructions,
but made him familiar with the city. 1le studied it attentively, and
bought lands where he forcsaw its spread. This followed as ho
divined, and his capital increased rapidly, with it his power of
development.

But his own advancement was only one motor. The public well-
being was his ivterest too.  Flo became an active and cfficient mem-
ber of the Universalist Church to which Iloraco Cireeley belonged,
and Mr, Crane’s sympathy with his advauced opinions and out-
spoken convictions led to a firm fricudship Letweou theso two

(%]
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strong men. At that time an anti-slavery man was not caressed by
socicty, but Mr. Crane sturdily stated his fullest acceptance of the
principles of that party and labored with it resolutely and
unflinchingly. .

When the Universalists agitated the subject of establishing a
college for ‘their own special tenets, he favored the project and gave
substantial aid in founding Tufts College at Medford, Mass., accepting
the office of Trustee, in which duty he spent much time, thought und
monoy all the rest of his life. .

As his clear judgment, sagacity, practical skill, shrewdness and
‘mental strength beeame known to his fellow citizens, ho was sought |
for in various councils. e was elected in Banks, Street Railways
and Insuranco Companies, and was an important man in financial
circles.

Ie ever kept a warm interest in his Quincy home, and although
he developed a beautiful summer residence at Stamford, Ct., still ho
was foud of returning to the seashoro where his healthful, happy
boyhood was spent. In sympathy with this sentitaent and in unison
with his regard for tho highest interests of his fellow-beings, after
his decease, his widow and two sons, Benjamin I, and Albert, gave
to the town a beautiful library, kuown as the Craue Memorial Hall.
There on the main street it stands, oue of Richardson’s finest de-
signs, with its smooth, grassed approach, “iu itsclf an education in
art,” as Mr. Charles Francis Adams so aptly said ie his address nt
its dedication. A beautiful building, with spacious, sunny rooms,
illuminated by windows in whick are some choice specimens of
La Farge’s works, where the books aro fitly placed that are to ho
frecly used by all who choose to call for them. A most fitting
memory of the man who so highly employed all the advantages the
homely village afforded his own youth, that the “pot hooks and
trammels” of his early teachers bocamo a graceful, flowing, Lold
writing of his own, and the “simple rulo of three” advanced him
to the mastery of highor mathematics applied to religions living.

Thomas Crane marricd 1st, in Now York city, in 1882, Sarah S.
AMuun of Gill (now Greeuﬁeld), Mass., who lived but litele moro

- than a twelve-month; he married 2d, in Boston, Mass., Nov. 23,
1836, Clarissa Lawrence-Starkcy, who was born in Troy, N. H.,
March '8, 1818; he died in New York city, April 1, 1875, ‘They
had children:

L. Tromas, b, Aug. 21, 1837; d. Jan. 26, 1875.
il.  Bexsonx F., b, Feh. 14, 1841; d. Oct. 12, 1889,
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14. {if. Arnert, b. Dee. 30, 1842,
fv. TFrANCES ADELAIDE, b, May 2, 1846; d. Feb. 11, 1849,
v.  Sormra ANarLa, be Nov, 1, 1847; d. Aug. 18, 1852,
vi. IIENRY CrLay, b. April 22, 1850; d. Dce. 30, 1869.
vif. Ina AuGusTa, b. July 2, 1852; d. Aug. 21, 1853.
viil. BrLa FroniNcs, b, Jo.n. 14, 1856; Q. July 26, 1857.

|
!
14. Arperr’ CRANE (Thomas® Thomas| Joscph Thomas? Ebenezer,’ f
Henry'), of Rock Acre, Stamford, Fairfield County, Conn., born in
New York city, Dec. 30, 1842, was graduated at Tufts College,
Medford, Mass., with the degree of A.B. in tho Class of 1863; at
the Law School of Columbia College, New York city, with the de-
. gree of LL.B., and admitted to the New York Bar in 18G6. .

He married Jan. 24, 1884, Ellen Mansfield, daughtos of Col. ‘
Mansfield and Martha M. (Brooks) Davics, of I nshkul-on-lludson, i
N.Y. DMrs. Craue died Jan. 5, 1898, leaving no children.

Mr. Crane is 2 life member of the New York Historical Socicty,
life member of the New York Omtorxo Socicty and of the New-
England Society in New York, lately o “dircctor of the New York
Symphouy Society, and resident member of the New-England
Historic Genealogical Society” “of Boston, Mass.; and this contribu- |
tion to a history of tke Crane I‘amxly has beon prepaved by his
direction and under Lis personal supervision. I
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ANCESTRAL LINES OF TIIOMAS CRANE.

TneE individual ig'buat the union of forces, physical and mental, and such
myriad influences combine in his structure that the ficrcest advocates of
heredity must doubt when he gathers the threads of generations into the
bundle that. bears but one of the names of the many progenitors. Who

dares say how much of Thomas Crane was simple personality, liow much

transmission, as he reviews the lines that concentrated in his being?

First camo Elder Stephen Kinsley, ono of the carliest and largest land-
holders of Draintree, the first elected ruling elder in the church, October
13, 1653, and one of the most prominent men. He gave his daughter,
Tabitha Kinsley, to the younger settler, Henry Crane, whose farm adjoined
his own, aud thus the foundation of the family waslaid. Fler mother’s name
wo have not, nor the time when the ceremony was performed that united the
young pair. :

Next stands Thomas Tolman, said to have come in the ship Mary and
John, who arrived in this country about the year 1630. On his scttlement
in New England he bought a whole district, his land extending from the
scaside to Dedham line, and including what are now the towns of Canton,
Stoughton and Sharoan.

When his son Thomas Tolman, junior, was arrived at adult years he «’tve
him land and built a house on Tolman’s Lane, now Ashmont street, Dorb
chester, Mass., about 1693, which land was always owned by descendunts.
Thomas Tolman, senior, died June 8, 1690, in his 82d year. (Tolman
Genealogy in the N. E. Hist. Gen. Register, 1860, p. 247.) . By his wifo
Elizabeth, daughter of Richard Johnson of Lynn, Mass., Thomas Tolman
had a daughter Mary, born 26, 9, 1671, who married December 13, 1687,
Henry Cranes son Ebenezer.

Unto Ebenezer and Mary (Tolman) Crane, there was born a son Thonms
who married January 18, 1781, Deborah Owen, born in Braintree May 9,
1715, a daughter of Nathaniel Owen who had married in April, 1714,
Deborah, daughter of Joseph and Mary Parmenter of Braintreo. Natha-
nicl Owen died Novembor 12, 1728, and wo establish his place in tho Owen
Jine by the scttlemont of his estate, February 12, 1730, by his brothers
Benjamin and Joseph Owen. - His widow, Deborah Owen, died December
23, 1728.
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Tlis death was closely followed by that of his father Nathanicl Owen, sen-
ior, while his mother, Mary Owen, died February 14, 17823, Tho Fathor’s
will was deawn April 20, 17835 in it ho gave his son Joseph twouty acres
of land of bis own lomestead and “my part of tho house,” ete., on cou-
dition that Joseph pays the charges * of my wife’s funeral, lately deccased”
and the doctor’s bills. :

To his son Benjamin Owen, be bequeathed fifteen acres of land on tho
west side of Furnace Brook, which were bounded in part by Samuel Savel’s
land, and a legacy is given to the * children of my son Nathaniel Owen,
deceased.” (Suffolk County, BIass., Probate, file 5678.)

On the printed Braintree records we find “ A son to William Owen, born
6.1.1667,” aud this was seemingly the date of tho birth of the elder Nutha-
niel Owen, the fourth child of the William Owen who was the first of that
surname of whom we have any knowledge., William Owen was clected free-

man 1657, married 29, 7, 1650, Elizabeth Davies, and died January :

17, 1702, one of the sterling yeomen of tho town,

" The next ancestor, William Saville as tho name was oftener spelled at
first, which spelling follows that of the prominent Saville family of Eng-
laud and thereby suggests its origin, in company with Deacon Samuel Bass,
Edmund Quinsey, Gregory Belcher and Joseph Crosby, on January 15,
1665, bought of the four daughters and co-heirs of Captain William Tyng

* the whole of Salter Farm lying in Braintree (Suflolk Deeds, Vol. V., 1. 229),

At some unknown period, Willinm Saville had taken unto himself, cither
in Eungland or Braintree, a wife whose given name was Hannah. She wmay
have been a sister of Deacon Samuel Bass, since, in his will, Willian Saville
terms him * my brother Dass.” Their eldest child recorded on the town
book was Samuel, born 80, 8, 1648. This is followed Ly the births of
Benjamin, Hannah, William. DMrs. Hannah Saville died 14, 4, 1650, and
Deacon Saville married as a second wifo the widow of ‘I'iomas Gaunnott of
Dusbury, whose maiden name was Sarah Jarmill. In his will drawn

February 8, 1668, Dencon Saville mentions his wife Sarah, his brother -

Samuel Bass, and his children John, Samuel, Benjamin, William, Ilanuah and
Sarah. He died 2, 6, 1669, and his widow married for her third husbaud,
Scptember 5, 1670, Thomas Faxon, whilst his youngest son William Savillo
married Deborah Faxon, which mixture of family relation aud names
brought much difficulty in the disentanglement of the line.

His son Samuel Saville, whose name stands second in his will, and thus
makes it probable that John was the eldest child, married April 10, 1672,
Haunah Adams, born in Braintree November 13, 1652; a daughter of Joseph
Adams who was born about 1026, and is called the cighth son of that Ilenry
Adams whose flight from the dragon in England and descent into Braiutrco

(£
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with his cight sons is duly chisclled on the tall granite eolumn which looms

groeyly in the dim and mossy church-yard of the venerablo town of Quiney,

Dlasa,
By his wife Abigail, daughter of Gregory and Margaret (Paddy) Baxter,
who was born in Roxbury, Mass., September, 1634, and mavried in Bruin-

treo Novembor 29, 1650, he becamo the progenitor of the line of illustrious

men by whose talents and life-long services the country was steered through
tho perilous times of the Revolution, and guided in the difficultics and dan-

gers that followed. Joseph Adams died December 6, 1694, aged about 68

years; his wife, Abigail” (Baxter) Adams, died August 27, 1692, aged 58
years. ,

Samuel; son of Samuel and Hannah (Adams) Saville, born about 1633,
married April 25, 1707, Mary Fronch, horn March 80, 1634, a grand-
daughter of John French, who was born in England about the year 1612.
As cuarly as 1646 he had a grant of forty acres of lund from the town of
Boston at Braintrce for his family of five persons. His first wife, Grace,

. was the mother of his children. She died February 8,1680, aged 59 years.

He married, 24, July 8, 1683, Eleanor, widow of William Veazie; he died
August 6, 1692,

Their son Dependence French, born March 7, 1648-9, married about
‘1683, Mary Marsh, born February 21, 1659, a daughter of Licutenant
Alexauder Marsh, a yeoman of Braintree, who was made freeman May 3,
1654, married 1st, December 19, 1653, Mary, daughter of Gregory and
Catherine Belcher (Genealogy of the Marsh Family, pp. 1-2). With his
father-in-law, Lieut. Marsh, bought in 1670, of Thomas Savage, the Brain-
tree Iron Works with two hundred acres cf land; “but he did not keep it

long” (Vinton Memorial, p. 298.) In his will he mentions his wifo |

“DBathshua " and his son-in-laww Dependenco French. The latter died Oc-
tober 12, 1732. : L

The estato of Samuel Savel (which form of spelling was_ last used) was
adininistered May 29, 1761 (Suifolk Probate, file 2713) by his brother,
Elisha Savel; in it mention was made of his widow Ann (but another form
of writing Hannah) and legacies were paid to Benjamin Savel and Joseph
Crain. Benjamin, son of Samuel and Mary (Fronch) Savel, was born June
§, 1711, married January 17, 1738, Mary Blanchard. Their daughter
Molly married Scptember 28, 17569, Joseph Crane.

There was a double descent from Gregory Baxter, who is thought to hiave
come in Winthrop's fleet in 1632, Io was o member of Rev. John Eliot's
First church in Roxbury, Mass., on whoso books the name was written
« Gregorie.” Ile married Margaret, sister of Deacon William Paddy, the
first treasurer of Plymouth, Mass.; he removed to Draintrec in 1640 aud
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settled at Ruggle’s Point, now in the town of Quincy. In 1643, « Good-
man Backster” was cmpowered by the selectmen of Boston to buy the
overplus in tho Three IIill meadow. Mo was contemporary with Rev.
Richard Baxter, and by some affirmed to have been a connection. (Baxter
Genealogy, p. 8). He was prominent and influential in the town and ehurch
affairs at Braintree, where he died 21, 4, 1659; his wife, Margaret
(Paddy) Baxter,dicd February 18, 1662. Iis will was drawn June 2,
1659; in it he mentions his present wife; appoints his son John Baxter
exccutor ; mentions his son Joseph Adams “and my daughter his wife;”
his son Deering. (Suffolk County Probate, Book 1, f. 345, 323.)

Jolin Baxter, born in Roxbury, Mass., December 1, 1639, was a farmer,
“noted for his high moral character.” (Baxter Genealogy, p.10.) Ile
interested himself lm gely in the military affairs of Braintroo, and was elected

lieutenant, “an officer of high distinction at that time.”  (Ibid. p. 10.)

|

S—

He lived to be eighty years old and died April 20, 1729, having married :

June 24, 1659, Hannab, daughter of Thomas White of Wemouth, Mass.,
who is reported to have been of the same line with Rev. John Whito of
Dorchester, England, one of the compilers of the Assembly Catechism.

Their son, John Baxter junior, born February 14, 1667, married Junuary
24, 1693, Huldah, daughter of Jonathan and Sarah (Thayer?) Ilayward,
who was born in Braintree, 28, 8, 1672; John Baxter dicd March 21, 1747.

Their son, John Baxter third, born January 10, 1698, married March 12,
1728, Mehitable Willard, whose illustrious ancestor, Major Simon Willard,
of Horsemonden, County Kent, England, married for his first wifo Mary,
daughter of Henry and Sarah (Ficld) Sharpe of llorsemonden. They
embarked for New England April, 1634, in company with his sister Margery
and her busband, Captam Dolor Davis, and settled at Cambridge, Mass.
But wishing to be near the Rev. Mr. Bulkeley, Simon Willard obtaincd
from the Great and General Court a grant of land six miles square at
Musketaquid on condition that he should settle twelve families thorcou, he
removed there in 1635,

Then he launched into a busy, active, vigorous public lifo; beeame an
extensive trader with the Iudians; Clerk of the Writs, Surveyor of Arms,
deputy, military commander, commissioner, Judge of tho County Court,

major, sergeaut-major, second in office only to the sorgeant-major general,

assistynt. He was commander-in-chief of the Massachusetts Bay forco sent
against the Nianticks, a tribe of Narraganset Iudians under tho Sachem
Ninigvet, whose chief seat was the corner of Rhode Island which bordered
on Connceticut. '

He s0ld his estate in Concord, Mass., in 1659 and removed to Laneaster,
where hie wus estublished in 1660. But about 1671 or 2, Major Willard

{3
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made another removal to a large farm at Nomaericus, now the town of
Ayer, Mass., but then comprised in the jurisdiction of Groton. Ilis dwell-
ing houso there was the first which was burned by the Indians in their
onslanght of March 18, 1676.

On August 2, 1675, Major Simon Willard, who had been in command of
a Middlesex County regiment for the long period of twenty years, at the

head of forty-six dragoons, with Captain Parker of Groton, marched to the

rescue of Brookfield, Mass., where the Indiaus were ravaging and massa-
creing the defenceless inhabitants. Thence the troops made their toilsome
way to Hadley, Mass., and did not return to headquarters at Boston uutil
the very last of August.

February, 1676, despite his advanced age, Major Willard raised « force

of troopers and dragoons, and was actively engaged in scouting and in pro-
tecting the defencoless frontier towns until, while at Charlestown, Mass., he
took the prevailing epidemic cold, of which disease he died April 24, 1676,
in his seventy-second year.

After the death of his first wife, Mary Sharp, he warried, 2d, Elizabeth
Dunster, sister of President Dunster of Harvard College, who did not long
survive their union. After her death, he married, 3d, Mary Duuster, a
close connection of his second wife. Of these unions there were born unto
him sixteen children, of whom the thirteenth was 2 son Daniel, born at
Concord, Mass., December 29, 1658.

Daniel Willard seems to have inherited the roving propensities of his

father, since he resided -successively in the towns of Concord, Sudbury, ‘

Chelsea, Charlestown and Boston; at which latter place he was a merchant,
also a keeper of the gaol, and where he died August 28, 1708. ITe mar-
ried, 1st, Flannah, daughter of John and Mehitable Cutler of Charlestown,

Mass., who died February 22, 1690-1; he then married, 24, January 4, |

1692-8, Mary, daughter of John and Elizabeth (Shove) Mills, who was
born in Braintree April 1, 1670.

Their danghter Mehitable, born in Boston January 12, 1715-0, married
March 12, 1728, John Baxter, “ father of Daniel Baxter and grandfather of
the Hon. Daniel Baxter of Boston, whose daughter married Lemucl Shat-
tuck.” (Thayer Memorial, p. 366.) Mehntablc Willard’s younger sister,
Sarah Willard, married William Hope of the Craighall Hope family of
England, and bore two children, Henry and Harriet. These were left with
their uncle and aunt Baxter when their pareats sailed for a visit to their
Enpglish relations. They both died at sea on their roturn voyage. Harriet

_ Hope lived at Quincy until the time of her marriage to an English gentleman

by the name of Goddard, and then removed to London.
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On attainineg manhood, Henry ITope entered a banking house in London;
4 v Hope ¢ 4

in 1760 he sailed for Amsterdam to visit his uncles, who were of the bank-

ing house then of Hope Brothers.  « Finding favor in their eyes,” he re-

mained with them, and eventually the  whole of that vast concern devolved :

upon Henry Hope, who died, unmarried, in London February 25, 1811,
leaving an estate of £5,800,000.” (Willard Family, p. 381.)

Dauicl, son of John and Mehitable (Willard) Baxter, born in 1733, hy
trade a clothier, bought a farm at Chelsea, DMass., but not succeeding as well
as he desired, became disheartencd, sold the place and returned to Quincy to
the farm at ITough’s Neck, which had been given to his wife at the time of
their marringe, September 19, 1755. Her maiden name was Prudence
Spear, and she was a great granddaughter of George Spear, who is sup-
posed to have come from Yarmouth, England, to Dorchester, Mass. Io

was made freeman 1644; resided in Braintree, and was tho founder of

Speartown, now in Quiney.

Among the frecholders of Braintree in 1647, we read the names of Licut.
Johu Baxter, Benjamiu Savel, Nathaniel Owen, Henry Crane and Samuel
Spear. This last, son of George and Mary Spear, was born in Draintreo
15, 8,1652. -He inherited o part of his father's estate, and added greatly to
his possessions, whereby, at the time of his demise, his property was valued
at the unusually large sum (for those days) of £1,118 10s. 00d. e mar-
ried June 5, 1694, Elizabeth, daughter of Johu and Dorothy (Badeock)
Dauiels of Milton, Mass., and granddaughter of William and Catherine

(Greenway) Daniels of Dorchester and Milton. e died December 14,

1718, aged 55 years, as his gravestone at Quincy, now in good preservation,
states. :

His son, John Spear, born April 10 (or 8) 1710, was one of the privates in
Captain Ward's company of soldiers sent for the reduction of Canada in 1758.
Ile marricd about 1786, Mary Arnold, and died July 5, 1776, in his GGth
year (gravestone). His daughter Prudence, as we have above noted, mar-
ried Daniel Baxter; their duughter, Sarah Spear, married Thomas Cranc,
and died August 18, 1824, aged 55 years; Thomas Crane died Soptember
25, 1818, aged 48 years, aud in their sop Thomas Crane concentrates all
these sterling New England ancestors, all of them sprung from sturdy Eng-
lish stock and from the stalwart men who came to create homes founded on
strong religious faith, and rigid adherence to codes of honor, integrity and
probity, Grave Puritans they, who in their toil and concorn to establish
strongholds of noble political and civil life could not aubend to light enjoy-
ments, but wrought at their self-appointed, God-given tasks with knit brows,
and close set lips, weighted with sense of personal responsibility and diguified
by their labor. .
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CORRECTION.

In the manuscript record by the first pastors of the Seccond Church at
Hampton, N. H., an entry was found that threw light on the statement in
tho settlcment of Mrs. Aun Pattishall’s estate at Boston.

« At Hampton Falls, N. H., Mr. Richard Pattishall was married to Mrs.
Ann Milford, both of Boston, Mass., October 6, 1748, by Rev. Joseph
Whipple.”

"This was followed by an entry in Publishments at Boston, where Thomas
Crano was published to Ann Milford.

These two facts prove that Mre. Hannah Crane was a step-daughter to
Mr. Richard Pattishall and not his own dnughter as the names written in
the settlement appeared to prove. !

- Seo page 7.
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FAMILY RECORD

, Births
Rufus Crane Born Sept. 21, 1786
Lucinda Crane Born Sept. 8, 1788
Orren Crane Born November 14, 1790
Hosea Crane Born February 10, 1792
Samuel & Nancy Crane, Twins Born February 22, 1794
Prudence Crane Born May 20, 1797
Acsah Crane Born October 27, 1799
Hosea Crane Born February 3, 1802
Harvey Crane Born May 1, 1804
Jagsper Crane Born November 9, 1807
Marriages

I hereby certify that the within record, of the ages, of my
children, is a true record. It was copied by my son, Jasper
Crane, now in the State of New Hampshire, several years ago,
from an old record in my old small Bible: That record is
now, as I believe, entirely destroyed, or lost, and this is
the only record, I can now find, of my family. The original
record, according to my best knowledge and belief, was only
a record of our children's ages, and did not contain an
entry of our marriage.

/s/ Rachel Crane

Sworn to and subscribed before the Probate Coutt for the
District of East Windsor, in Hartford County, Conn., this
4th day of September 1838.

In testimony  whereof I have hereunto subscribed my name and
now affix the seal of said Probate Court this 4th day of
September 1838.

/8/ William Barnes® Judge

I, Bezaleel Sexton, Clerk of the Probate Court for the District
of East Windsor, do hereby certify that william Barnes Esq.,
before whom the foregoing certificate was made, is sole Judge
of said Probate Court; that his signature thereto is genuine.
In testimony whereof, I do hereunto subacribe my name and

affix the seal of said Court at East Windsor aforesaid on

this day of May 1839.



S5tate of Connecticut) Lf
' ) 50. East Windsor
Hartford County )

On this 6th day of November 1838, personally appeared before the Court
of Probate for the District of East Windsor, in Hartford County,
aforesaid Rachel Crane, a resident of sald East Windsor aged seventy-
8ix years, a credible woman, who being first duly sworn according to
law, doth on her oath make the following Declaration, in order to obtain
the benefit of the Act of Congress passed July 7th 1838, entitled an

Act granting half pay and pensions to certain widows.

That she is the Widow of Rufus Crane, formerly of said East Windsor,
who was a private soldier in the Revolutionary War; In the following
manner; and first that in the year 1777 in the fall of the year he
Joined a Military Guard, in the Town of Enfield, in Hartford County,
Connecticut, Which was provided (whether by being inlicsted or detatched
she does not know) to guard and keep, General Pregscott, a British
General, who was taken a prisoner on Rhode I&land*, in the year 1777,
and was brought into Connecticut, first to East Windsor (Ebenezer
Grant's house), where he was kept two or three months, and was then
removed to Lnfield the town next above said East Windsor, where he was
strictly kept several months, under a Sergeant's guard, in which Elias
Button (she understands) was the Serpeant that had the charge of it.
The said Rufus Crane, served in said guard for the term of two months,
in the fall and winter of the year 1777.

*Taken from Henry R. Stiles' "The History of Ancient
Windsor'", Volume I

"Maj.-Gen. Prescott was the British general in command

of Rhode Island, who was captured by Lieut.-Col,

William Barton, near Newport, on the night of July 10th,
this year (1777), and who, for awhile, resided as a
prisoner of war at East Windsor, occupying the southeast
(second story) room of the Maj. F. W. Grant mansion
(formerly the home of Capt. Ebenezer Grant). Tradition,

as given by Dr. Gillette, says that he was 'very haughty
and aristocratic, looking upon his captors with the
Ereatest contempt, especially despising the frugal meals
of the farmers, on whom he was billeted. His guard (one
of whom was Timothy Anderson) used to amuse themselves by
annoying him and listening te his wholesale cursas

against the Americans.' This statement agrees well with
the historical reputation of the man, whose cruel severity,
haughtiness, and intolerant rudeness to all Americans
excited the universal indignation of the people of Newport,
and led very directly to his capture. He was the same
officer who treated Ethan Allen so brutally when a prisoner
at Montreal in 1775. He was finally removed from Fast
Windsor to Washington's headquarters on the Raritan, and
wvas exchanged for General Charles Lee, in April, 1778.»

And again in the year 1779, in the month of July or August, his father,
Hezekiah Crane, was detatched to go to New London, under Capt. Jared
Cone, which company was attached to Col., Jonathom Wells Regiment,




-

- as it was inconvenient for the said Hezekiah Crane to leave home, his
said son, Rufus Crane, took his place and served out the tour from
August to October, a period she. has understood of 67 days.

_ And again in the summer and fall of the year 1780, he served in

" what was called the short levies. He inlisted under Capt. Erastus
Wolcott of East Windsor and went on to the camp on the North River, he
| was attached to Col. Zebulon Butler's Regiment. Several other persons
- from this town served in Captain Wolcott's company at the same time,
viz Peter Wolcott, Timothy Porter, Justus Bissell, David Grant, but
they are all dead, and have been for several Years, so that she cannot
find a person who served with him, but his brother David's wife, .
remembers his going; and has testified to it: This she has understood
was for a period of five months. '

She is assured by said Rufus Crane's friends and acquaintances
that he went in to the service two or three tours more, but she cannot.
bame where, or tell the officers he served with. Therefore at present
cannot Declare in relation to his other services.

She furthermore declares, that she was married to her said
husband, at the house of her father, Jonathon Grant, at Windsor Goshen, -
by Daniel Ellsworth Esq. then a Magistrate who used to join persons in
marriage; she was married on the fourteenth day of October, Seventeen
Hundred and Eighty-Five: And lived with her said husband until the 30th
day of November 1825, when he died and she still continues his widow.,

That she was not married to him prior to his leaving the service
but the marriage took place previous to the first day of January 1794,
viz at the time above stated.

/s/ Rachel Crane

Sworn to and subscribed on the day and year above written.

Before me William Barnes, Judge, my name, and office the Seal

of said Court at East Windsor, aforesaid on this 6th day of November
1838.

Attest /s/ William Barnes, Judge

And the said Court do hereby declare their opinion after the
investigation of the matter and after putting the appropriate interro-
gations that the said Rufus Crane was a soldier of the Revolution
and served as is stated in the foregoing Declaration, and that the
present applicant was married to him at the time stated in the foregoing
Declaration and that the said Rufus Crane died as is set forth herein,
and that the present declarant is his surviving widow, and that she has
never again intermarried.

In testimony whereof I, Bezaleel Sexton, Clerk of the Probate Court
for the district of East Windsor in the County of Hartford, a state
aforesaid, do hereby declare that William Barnes Esq. whose signature
is affixed to the foregoing declaration is sole Judge of the said
Probate Court & that the signature affixed is in his own handwriting.

00.00oothiSll{-thdayOfMay183gooo;

Attest /s/ Bezaleel Sexton, Clerk



I, Jerusha Crane, wife of David Crane of East Windsor,
Hartford County, Connecticut, hereby depose and say that I
married David Crane and removed into East Windsor in Jan.
1779: 1 well remember that his brother, Rufus Crane, who was
then a young man, and unmarried, went into the service in the
Army in several tours. He came home from one of them in the
fall and just at dusk fired off his gun, by the door, and
alarmed me very much. This was a few weeks before the birth
of my first son, who was born in Jan. 1780. And.in the
following summer, he went away into the Army again and was
gone for several months, and when he came home told us about
having been near when Mr. Andree was executed. I have never
had any doubt of the truth of his declaration with regard to
it. He often told us about it, and he was certainly gone in
other tours but I cannot say when he went or who were his
officers,

I am well knowing to the fact of his marrying Rachel
Grant of Windsor-Goshen. I did not g0 to the wedding for my
fourth child was then a baby of a month old. The said Rufus
Crane died in this town several years ago, about 14 years ago.
His widow has never intermarried. '

/8/ Jerusha Crane

State of Connecticut)
) So. Bast Windsor
Hartford County )

On this 2nd day of November A. D. 1838

NOTE: John Andre (1751-1780) was a British
8py in the American Revolution, who
was hanged after negotiating with
Benedict Arnold for betrayal of West
bPoint.



I, Elijah Blodget, a resident of East windsor in Hartford County,
Connecticut, hereby depose and say that I was well acquainted with
Rufus Crane, then a resident of East Windsor aforesaid. That in the
time of the Revolutionary War, he served with him for period of two
months in a Military Guard, which was raised in this town and Enfield
in year 1777, or 78, to guard General Prescott (a British General)
who was taken on Rhode Island, by surprise in the night by Col. Burton.
Said Prescott was removed to Enfield, as a place of security beyond
the reach of the enemy, and was put under a Military Guard; we were
drafted from the Militia and in several instances men who were
detached hired substitutes. I was hired by Mr. Simeon Booth of East
Windsor. We kept a strict military guard, two hours at a time and
then were relieved. This was a Sergeant's Guard, and when we were
there Sergeant Elias Button was Sergeant of the Guard.

I am also well knowing to the fact that the sald Rufus Crane
served a tour at New London of two or three months in the year 1779.
I did not serve with him but was sent down after him because his
brother then lay at the point of death. I led down a horse for him to
ride up and he came up with me. This was the latter part of August,
or beginning of September. It is my belief that he went immediately
back to finish his period of service.

/s/ Elijah Blodget

Sworn and subscribed on this 1st day of October 1838 before me
Jesse Charlton, a Notary Public of and for the State of Connecticut
at East Windsor in said State on this 1lst day of October 1838, and
the said Elijah Blodget is a resident of said East Windsor, and a
credible person, well known to me. In testimony whereof I do hereunto
subscribe my name and office, my seal of office, at said East
. Windsor on the day and year above named.

Attest: /s/ Jesse Charlton, Notary Public



