
1812 7th February 

1314 

1317 

1821 

1822- 23 

1224 

1827- 2 tl 

1829- 31 

1832 

1832- 34 

1835 

March 

June 

31st fllarch 

2nd Apr i l 

Charl~s ~ickens born at 387 Mile End Terrace , Commercial 
Ro ad. , Lenrlport , Iortsea. 

Dickens haptized i n the Paris h Church, St . Mary ' s ,Kingston . 

Family ;noved t o Hawke Street , Fortsea. 

Frur.ily moved to London - Norfolk ~tree t , F itzroy Square . 

Dj.ckens farn ily at 2, Ordna.Ylce Terrace, Ch at ham , Kent. 

Fa;nily r.loved t o 18 , St . !>!ary 1 s Pl ace , The .!3r ook , Chatham. 

Moved to 16 I3?.yham Str eet, Camden Town , London. 

Dickens employed i n Warren ' s :!3lack i ng \>/a.rehouse , Hungerford 
Stairs ~ 

Joh~ D ic!~ens , his father, i n the Mu-shalsea Debtors ' Prison, 
l~ter rele~sed and went t o live in Camden Town . 

Dickens sent to ·wellington L::ouse f\.c M.er.iy , Hampst ead Road . 

:!:icken s emplo~red by El l i s and 3l aclnnore , Gray ' s I nn. 

;. t Doc tors Com::.:on s as a short hand w:::·i ter. 

Dicken s be come s a repor t e r :m 'rhe :'rue Sun . 

Dick0n s er1ipl OJ(°'d on I11i r r or o f I;.'U'l i 2i1ent and Morning 
Chronicl e . First stor'J con t ributed t 0 ·~}-ie Monthl y Magar: ine , 
11Mr . Min.."1.s and Lis Cous i n". 

Livini:-: .<i.t Furnival 1 s Inn . 

First slre t ches of London in Th0 Eve n in::£' C~:c:J!1.i c le . 
Collection of stor ies an d sketches publ isi:1 .. Jd as Ske t che s 
by °'\O Z . 

First number of Pi e;.--.! ; ck p,,ne r s published (comple t ed 
I·;cv.;rnber 1 t.:37). 
M::i.r:ria£~e of Dic:~em:: t o Catherine Hogarth at St . Luke ' s 
Church , Chel sea. 

F irst pcrformcmce of The Vill?fi~ Coaue t t0s , a burl e tta by 
I icki:ms 'l.t St . j ..,_mes ' s 'I'hea t r e , Lon c:".on . 

_J ick.:ns edi tor of T>c. ·:lq r ! p '"' ~ ':>ce ll3,?1.y . 

?ir"'t son , C!:. :rrl e s , · ~ rn . 

0 ] -'..v.' r '.!1wjc- -i; s tart: .1 .:.n •(·nt.ley ' s r·hecP.l l an.y . 

t~_cL· ns • v .J t o .+S , Doughty Stree t , Landen . 
Dr,:i t t of '. i s sister - in-law, !far y Hogarth . 



2. 

1838 

1839 

1840 

1841 

Maroh 

April 

October 

January 

9th February 

1842 

1843 

1844 

1845 

October 

January 

December 

January 
December 

28th0ctober 

1846 

December 

Ja..'l'luary 
February 

October 

December 

1847 18 April 

1848 December 

1849 16 :a:iuary 

May 

1850 30 March 

16 .April 

1851 January 

31 March 
Autumn 

1852 March 

1853 13 Max-ch 

27 December 

Daughter, Mamie, born. 

First number of Nicholas Nickleby published. Complete) 
October·1839. 

Daughter, Kate Maoready, born. 
Dickens moved to 1., Devonshire Terrace, London. 

First number of Master Humphrey's Clock published which 
later included The Old Curiosity Sho~ completed Nov.1841 

First number of Barnaby Rudge published in Master Humphrey's 
Cltok completed November 1841. 

Son, Walter Landor, born. 

Dickens visited America. 
P.merioan Notes publishedo 

First number of Martin Chuzzlewit published.Completed 
July 1844· 
A Christ~as Carol published. 

Son, Francis Jeffrey, born. 
The Chimes published. 

Son, Alfred Tennyson, born. 

Crj.eket on the Hearth published. 

Dickens founded The Daily News and became its first Editor 
Resigned editorship of The Daily News. 
Pictures from Italy commenced.Finished in The Daily News, 
March 1848. 
First numner of Dombey and Son published. Completed 
April 1848. 
The B~ttle of Life.published 

Son., Sydney Haldeman, born. 

The Haunted·M~.n published 

Son, Henry Fielding, born. 

First number of D~vi~ Cornerfield published.Completed 
November, 1850. 

First number of Eousehold l·Jrird.s pl:c.blished. 

Daughter, Dora Annie, born. 

Cr.Ha' 9 ~~-·-~°t1)1:'Y of E:rlidan:l started in Household Words. 
Co! .. '. le·l..:d :·1·::c~c1ber 1853. 
Death of his father! John Dickens. 
~.~oved to Ta.vistc-ck Bousa. 

~;:trst nu::bi:;;r of :Bleak House pu1:ilish0,t.1 • Completed Sept.1853 

Son, E1lward Bulwer Lytton, bon. 

]~irst charity readif...e· cf ~. Cfl..ristmas Carol. 



• 

1854 1st April First number of Hard Times published in Household Words. Completed 
1~ugust 1 s54. 

December Third and last bound volu.~e of A Child's History of England. 

1855 February Dickens takes possession of Gad 1 s Hill Place, Rochester, Kent. 

1858 

1859 

1860 

December First number of Little Dorrit published. Completed a».d published 
in book form, June 1857~ 

15 April 

29 .April 

May 

30 April 

28 January 

First Reading in aid of a hospital. 

First series of professional l~·~adings. 

Dtckens and Catherine separate. 

Reprinted Pieces collected. 

First number of ~11 the Year Rouna _published incorporating first 
instB.lment of A TRle of Two Ci ties. C .::.:_l~leted November 1859. 

The Uncommercial Traveller started in }11.The Year Round.Completed 
1061. 

1861-62 1 December Grea.t Expectations started in .f\11 the Year Round. Completed 
August 1861. 

Second series of Professional Readings. 

1863 September Death of his mother. 

1864 

1865 

1865-70 

1867 

1870 

1902 
1905 
1925 

May 

9 June 
December 

9 November 

15 March 
1'pril 

9 June 

First number of Our Mutual Friend published. Completed Nov.1865. 
Published in book forra,1865. 

Dickens in railway accident at Staplehurst, Kent. 
Second collection of The Uncommercial Traveller in book form. 

Readings end in Farewell Series. 

Dickens sailed to America (returned ~lay 1868). 

Last public Heading. 
First number of The Mystery of Edwin Drood published. Completed 
as far as it w~s written, June 1870. 
Death of Dickens at Gad's Hill Place, Rochester, Kent. 

** 
The Dickens Fellowship founded. 
The Dickensian first published. 

** 

rrh: Dickens H:.."IUSe l'faseum Op(med to the public. 

Edgar Jc.hi.""lson, Ch8.rles Dickens his Tragedy and Triumph • 
. Angus Hilson, ~he World of Ch~rles Dickens ( 1970). 

Researchers ~e welcom-::• to consult the Dickens House Library, which contains an un­
paralled and world famous collection of Dickensiana. An appointment should be m.3.de l:y 
letter or telephone in advance. Fees: £2.50 per day, £7.50 per week, £20 per m~nth. 

The Dickens House ~fuseum 
48 Doughty Street 
London WC1N 2LF 

Telephone No. (01) 405-2127 
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