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· BEING SOME Of THE DESCENDANTS Of 

CAPT. ABEL DINSMORE, I 
ONE OF THE EARLIEST SETTLERS OF j 

. \· \' . 

COlllPILED BY 



MOST of the Dinsmore Genealogy contained in this pam­

-phlet is the genealogy of the descendants of William 

Dinsmore and his wife, Submit (Belding) Dinsmore, of 

Conway, Mass., and was obtained -while compiling some 

Belding Genealogy. Some of tbo5e. descendants, who ' 

. .bad .Jdndly assisted in the co~pilation, having expressed·:;: · ·'='" ! 
a desire to have a copy of their genealogy, it has been . . 
prefaced with such previous Dins~ore Genealogy · as 

could be .conveniently obtained, and a few copies .of the 

~hole ~e printed mainly to meet their wishes, and not 
for circulation. · 

-CHAS. c. WHITNEY. 

• 



~· ~ ~:. ·:<·:;~:_;>··.: · .. ~ ·. toNWAY, ·Franklin Co., Mass., ·is situated among the beautiful hills .· ... ' 
·:.·i:<i.·:..::::··. · · ·.. that ~ge along the western border of the Connecticut Valley. It is· 
:;;~ .. --i~.;~;L.~.4'.;.:.,,.>bounded On the north by Shelburne,· on the north-east by Deerfield . -.:··.~r ... · · 

· .. ,.~,,·r.""' ·· · ·.~.".River, on the east by Deerfield, on the south by Whateley and Will-
• 1 

}¥~:~::;~~..: ::~,::f .. , .. :iamsburgh, .and on the west by A$field. ··The settlement of O>nway · 
.···;~~. ~ ·· .. ··t.~.1·>.\ .· :\·:~was bCgun in t762, but the region now bearing that name was then. .. . ·· · ·· 

., ··•: =t: included within the limits of Deerfield, which had then been occu-
pied nearly one hundred years. Early in 1767 the inhabitants of the 

- .· 

· · · south-western part of Deerfield had become numerous enough to wish · . -~":..-... :'"::~ . . 
· · ·~. :>· :for a·5eParate organization, and ·a ·petition to that effect haVing. been . '.·.·~:~.~~:::: ·· · 

, · ~--. · ._.. .agreed fo by 'Deerfield, the new _town of Co~way was incorpor~ted .. ~- "., 
:~f:~~i:::;<::/~:·~·~ .. ,:-:~.··:on t7 Jline;1767, by Act of the General Court at Boston. ·111e first-~·; ~- . 

. ti h b "It. th S . and S of 69 and th · ···.·-··t-r:-~:;.::~ .. _ .. k,· 
~-, ..... ~~.:::;~>··:·.~ .. ~:~· :'mee ng- ouse was w m e pnng ummer ti~ , .. e ·<::~·;t:;:§.~~~~~"1:· 

1 ::'"' :--· · · ;· _ .. ·. · ·· ~ " first town-meeting was held .in it on 25 September, 1769. · . ·. . · . , · : . 
I . ..: :..;~.~'.. . . ··'· '· : ... :: . : . . . ~ ~ .. ' I ... · ) • • \; .. · . : • 

:.~·;.~,t:;:~~,~:~/'I:.r~-:~~'.: .. ::·::·:·::,:1~ .Among the early settlers in Conway were Abel Dinsmore. and . ~ . ,.. ,-
;Esther, his wife. The year of their settl.ement is not. known, but they· · 
were .among. the .original members of the Congregational ·Church 
formed in t768. Neither of their ancestries has been traced, but all . 

·~·~= ._ ·-·-:.~;· ::··: · .· ·the Dinsmores .Densmores and Dunsmores in ·the United States .are·.:;~-,,~~~~-·~.:~::,:'·~-
-·:·.!·.~· :,;::-."'!tl-=-r}: · , ... · ... -:.~-.... ~ ·.r . • ~ ' · , - · : - - - < 

~·.f-:·~~:.:~~;-::~-'< __ ::.··~·~··believed to have descended from John Densmore who first came to . · 
.- ·-., • : --=--.;.r -. ••, • ' ,_ . .: "• 0 • 

· · this oountry in the year 1719, and settled in Londonderry, N. H •. ~He .. .' · ~ · .. : : , 
. . ·· ·· descended from Lord John Dinsmore, of. Ashmead, Scotland, who... ·.. .. ---

. _,.' 
.. -· ...... · ·· purchased a large tract of land in -the north of Ireland, in Londonderry · · 

.;;~:.~~: ·~,<:..,:, · ·. ·Co., from which Londonderry, N. H.~ WaS named: ... . . . ~·:-:..:: .. 
·<~~,.:~ ~ ·. -... . · · No genealogical or other history of Conway h~ ever been writ~~-· . , · . 
·::)· :. 7. ~-··', · . ten, but the address delivered by Mr. Rice at the C.Cntenniat Anniver".' ·.~ .~".:-::;·::~:;· 
;*7fl~,:~:'.:~::s~<~·:: .. : sacy·of :COnway, held on f9 JUne, t867, gives much interesting ·:~·-~·--::!_ . 

. ·-. -· _.-.. , ... - .· 

_-.·' 

l" 
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information about Conway and its early inhabitants.. On page 22, 

lie says: "P~g west to Cricket Hill we fin~ Ca~. Dinsmore, a 
revolutionary soldier, where bis grandson, Alvin Dinsmore, now 
lives." · On page 53, Ca~. Dinsmore is mentioned as one of those· 
. who, in e<;>n.sequence of the hard times that followed the ~evolutionary 
war, were in sympathy with "Shay's Rebellion." On page- 37, in a 
list of persons who have met their deaths by casualties is: "1803-
Capt. Dinsmore, f~l from horse" (he d. 27 Sept., 1803), and on the 
same page, in a list of persons who lived past the age of 90 years, is : 
"Wid~w- Dinsmore', age 92." . . · · · : ·. . ·, · ·. _ · 

The record of Capt. Abel Dinsmore's "Revolutionary War Ser­
- viee" in the Archives of the Commonwealth of Massachusetts is cer­

tified by the Secretary of the Commonwealth to be'' as follows : 
I • 

· " Abel Dinsmore appears among a List of Officers of the Massa-
'.~ chusetts Militia, chosen by election of the Company as Captain in 
"12th Company of 5th Hampshire Co. Regt. Vol. 42, p. 150. 
. " Abel Dinsmore appears among a List of Officers of the Massa-

t ' 
"chusetts Militia, as Captain in the 12th Company of the Sib Hamp-
" shire· Co. Regt, commissioned May 3, 1776. Vol 28, p. t12 . 

. " Abel Dinsmore appears with rank of Captain on pay-roll 
.c•of Capt. Abel Dinsmore's Co., Col Ruggles Woodbridge's Regt., 
"dated February 17, 1778. Vol. 18, p. 184. · 

" Abel Dinsmore appears with rank of Captain on a pay abstract 
"of Officers of Captain Abel Dinsmore's Co., Col. B. Ruggles Wood-
" oridge's Regt. Vol. 26, p. J43. · ! ... 

· " Abel Dinsmore appears with rank of D:ptain on a pay abstra~, 
. "Col. B. Ruggles· Woodbridge's Regt., Hampshire, Co. R.egt. Vot:: 
"26, p. 338t . . . . .. 

• i ... 

. 
"' ' lll.-Ert, b. t2 Mar., t76i. 



.. 

·, · '. ~: ._ ·. -- . ~:~: .. ··:>!;~-.·~~-~·~"•Seneca Tp., Ontario Co., N. Y.,and thence in i823 to Shelby, Orlems 
•• _:.:::_:.;-:~·-•• •c :_ .: ... :::~:·. ~·:~·~-- ·.·-co~N. Y.;'Wbere'he d.15 Mar., t824. ·Shed. 17 Aug.,-1$26. Ch.-:-: . .-

•. . ' ·'~'I ·• _, _;;,....' .:_, 0_6."\_. _..., •. _.;_ -.: 

..::::-:~-;..:;-: -· :,·._ ·-:c-··~·11~-:r:'.>':.': ~.;-:'SYLVES'l'El,Esnin, EHoS,'BETSEY, PBINEAS, . .MERIEL, DEORA,'MOSES' 

~·:E~:fkk.:~ · .. ;.~-~'.·~-.{: ... :.:. :_?~-.~.·.<.·:_:. .. ---:ilnd ~RA..;·.'.;·:·:_.;~-::,:.,: ··.;. ,. .• ·." : . : ·:· ··.:~.: ~"~-: · .. - .. - , . : 
. '. .• ; ~·,, -..... ,~ .. ;. . •. ~:.;I. ··•'.'. ... < • -V.~ b. 3 Feb., .'f 765, m; S Aug., tBtO, Althea Delano. _: _ • . .... ... . • .. ' .... : :,.,::._~ · :: · · 

• ..... •.._, ....... '\ •' ••' .... ~.., ', •~ • -,.,. • ....... ~' ~ I • • • ( • •• ·~ 

_.:. ~-.«~ • .. £.:·; ·.;--- -.-:::·1. ·. -· 1 :.:;~Serene (Cyrenal), b. 9 Feb., t76i, m.26Mar~1787,Daniel Maynard. 

~ :~~- -~.;;: ~'.-~~_ .. ;'.°::~~~~ :jA ~-~,1~ Ya-Abet, b. t9Feb.,1771, m. GittyTippetts,d29 Jan., isss. Ch.--SCJPBIA, ... -~ r. · 

y-·· ,·>~·~)(~l~~-T~:-·>:·7 .···· _:=~~~~=~~ ~IANA, Al>IN. ~ ~ .. . 
~::.,·-.: "~:~.~:·::.·~_:1~ .. ·: ·.:·. :·; .;· •. ~.··.· ·,. .:\'JIL---'-&:- b" 28 July :1772 m. 4 June·,~ Betty. :Wheat. He remov~ ~. ', ·. 
~·~~ .... : .. ··~·. "-·~ :'··· ..... ~·~! .......... ~ • ' '· ' #7'Mj ' 

"•::~:·':.~::.·;:.·,:: ,:·r: ~;;:;::~··,:., .. :._... .. ··froin Conway to Sene.ca Tp., Ontario Co., N. Y., where he d. ~Mar;, : ". 
~,:; .!.t:"~ .~c< t.·~~~~1F''·~:~ 1i~/ :;!' r ~ : ·:t838. Shed. 3 July, t849, in BarreTp., Orleans~ N. Y. He was a 

'l) 

..... ~ 

·• I . ...., 
,_., 

: ) 

' . -:~" :· ... --:·~ ·:···_ .• y;._ , __ .. _ .1armer •. Ch.--JUSTIN,AnSEL, Sn.VIA,Z.OUU,EDWAIU>, WJLLYS,AMANI>.\, 

,-. ·: • . . :.. , .· ESTHER and ~ Y. . ..:: _ .;:. .. • ~ ~ : . . . . · . . . :-' ._ ... -. ._ .. . ;~ S 
· ··· · · ·:· ~-_ ., , ~;:m --~,)IX.-John. b. t2 Sept., t774, m. Mary--. •He was a farmer and a very · ~ ~ ... -- ,:..7. ; ..... 

::;:~7i~:,. ,~~t~ ;:;~[f ,?t;'-'.•11'..:'~.:=.;: =~ S:v~; .%!!.'1oiin.!...bif1 ~- . >~ ;•:: :~'I 
· :" : '. ' ''· ·,:'-:· ~.- _ : . ' , · MOSES,TBoMAS, L!URA, Cl.ARA, ~VfUS, RDTB, AL~, LYDIA,-~l'. an4 .. ; :,- ·;; '::'.~~}~· ;;u4. ~ 

. {·;·~:::~~1fr~f'.~~-~ ~::~ ~: ~~ :~~~~~:~~!· -:~· ~ ~~v~;.;~· :z~ ~:.~~,;;~:.~ ~. 
::;.:'<: ..... --,..~~-;;. ··<' :,-,..~:. :..;·;:.:~~ .. ·.way to Seneca Tp., Ontario Co.,.N. Y., where bed. t9 Jan., t836. She. - . ~ .•· ·; t: -.. r' :1·~ 1 
t: -""'£~-~-·~tX·+.- · · · .~····' :-:·" .,., .d. ·23 July, t853. He wu a bJacksmith. .Ch.-WJLLJAM, TBoMAs~ · . • ~ ~ ·· ' ·~ 
& ,. , . ·• • '· · •. ESTHER and NANCY. d·.· ' · ·;, . ..,· :. : -.!. ! , ~ : . .':. -·~ J 

t ·::r-•. : ;-a (U.r.XL~Wlllfam. b.30MZy. t7s0 m.-SubmitBeldmg~· · .. ·.·.~ :-.-:-.:·,. :. -~ ·-·~· ·: ::!·.- ~; ::·. ;: :·~ C 
:·~ :·~·.:·~.:::~-~r:..;~}.<::,,:: .. :_. ~ ·-~:.::,.> : ·:· . ._ .. ' ,: ~. · . .- , .. · ... ;;;:_:::.~·~ ···:~~ .. ,,, ·'<'''r" ,.~.: - ": ~ .... ~ 

-1 JI ~ • '• • • J .... J ;·. o .. • i •,j 

-~~..:~ .. · :_;·:13.(12.) -William Dinsmore (Abel),·b. jO May, t780J.in_Con-:-.~~~. '.7 .. ~ > ~: l 
7
: -:·:•··-:- .. • .. ----~~~-~y, Franklin. Co., ·Mas5.~ .trL .6 No:V., tso2, Submit, dau. pf Noah·. ~ .. .' .. ~ :;>~.,.· -j 

-. ~ ' ..... , . : • : • - • •• .. • • • • ~ ~ - • • - ••. • ·- • • • • • i •• - • . .. - • ' -~- ' •• • ... _ • ~ 

... ··".·; · -·' ·: .. :: . - ~~~dmg,b. 26 Feb., t782, m Conway.,# He d. 2_July,, ~818 ..... In:·.-: .... :.:·.:::~:~~\: ;i .3 
'.·;~::;7,;·;"·:~.3 ;_~;~i::~-: ·:·.~182~1i~:Wido~ 3:nd all the chndre~-.e~cept.one .. removecl t() seii~',:'7'!·i;~·~"..::">~·i1:·~>>i:l~ 
~~ ... '::+':::>:-:':~.:.~·:--_:~Tp.;~Ontario Co~; N·.Y·~:where she m., 2d, 24 Aug., ·1s26; D~iet ; : _:~ ~·. :.. -~ s 

-'-/d(-~ .. '.~~,-~·:: :-. DinSmp~e, wbp d. 22 Aug.: 1829 •. She d. 15 Aug., t8Jt, ·in ·i:agle 
~;·.·.~.· .. ~;.~_:~~:;.: :.:·:, ~~-arbor, ~N.~~;~~~:~:; : . ODLDRE~: .: :. :.-_. :~. - .... :· .· ·; .~ 

~ -~~:;··.:·. -:t.~:-...,·- • - •. ~·· :r.-, ... ..t-·~~.-- .. -.,.~-. "(.:.~·~·.·· ·::·1 
~;;~:n-:-·-.·".: ')14. lJZ.)' : J.-.;.:..Metzar, b. t2 April, t803, m.·Huldah Clark and Elenor~ •.. : : . : • . . ;· ·~ j 
·.,."";_.; .. -.;·.;::.. __ ~'· .... _~--·· ' ,,, ·' • • • ' .. - -~ •• -~ J ••·· .•. ~._ ...... ::. _._,_, .. ... • :; < · . ; , . : ' ". : ·:I&. (A) . · R--Araon. b. 27 Feb., t805, m. Kezia Bigelow.· .·· - - . . . : · .. ·'. , -·- ..•. _ · ..... , :-- , · .. : .. ·ti : 

- - ., ,,,.,.. .. ' ~ • ~. ~ - • • ,I ' ' o I • • o " ... • "l ~- • # - • '. .... - '.... t : ~...... ' ' • • y 
· · ~ • -<~·: ~·- · 16. · · ·: '1IL-Saaiacl, b. t9 Dec.;1806, m.29 Jan., t830 Anna Rice. ... ... · ·- · . ~ .: j: ·-~ ·- - · ·,_ J · 

~\~~~~~t1~~~:~?-~:.:-:;_.n~ (Jt.)·~· lV;Mfraacla, b:~t ~1808, m. EikWh ~: -~- '. .. ...,.~~.·· :.~~:?~~: ~··<.:~ .. :. : : . .'':>~-:·;·:~;'-~ :l 
.. -,~ .. : ... ·:-·:; .. :~ .; .. ·tL (47.). '.Vr-Wllllam. Jr., b.to Jan., t8tt, m. Jane Berry. · • , ~ _ •. :: ;· ._•. , , .. : .: ...... ;.,-: ....... , 

._ .. ,;· 

:1· ~··;,_.·;...""r~-m.~~-~~'\: ~i ~l' !-!'q~·v~"~ ~~ .... ,..., ... #,.:·'~~--1 ·"~-r~;",/"}•- .. --·~,~r. ·} ~· .. >.:.·.:.;:.t..}r•~~:. 't.,,,· ', .... : .. -~.:,. . ·11 

~~~;~~--t~~~%f:f~~~ff FR:i.~~i~!~!I,{::·{i;~f-:4}~fo:fi~~:'°·~~;:,_1. 
j} 1i·1tti'riili& ; wGffi riPim .... -·k,Bffi:S;a?.,;fi" ~+~.---1t1tt.ft#~.§k.t&retft''$2fi?r4'1Pe~ro-;t;ni.t~;\f;;;,,M?<'+JM ... w.:srw'"aa.· • · · · .- -;.:!,~:..;;.~r?fl!~t¥:_~~~; .. ,.~,-;:::t ... :-~f~....._~ .:_:::;,._:,.· :'-'-<.. '· · · • ~~ 
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SOME DINSMORE. GENEALOGY; 

VD.-Jllllu, b. 3 April, t 8t3, m. to Jan., 1833; in · Barre, N. Y.; Artemas 
Chase, b. 2 May, t8()C), in Saratoga Co., N. Y. They removed to 
Raisin, Lenawee Co., Mich., in 1865. He d. 17 Dec., 1.875; shed. tt 
Jan., 1883. Ch.-
(1) Infant, b. 1.1 Nov., 1833, d. 1.1 Nov., t83J. 
(2) WILW.M E., b. 19 Oct., 1.835, d. 31. July, 1840 .. 
(3) OllARLES A., b. 1.6 Nov., 1.839, m. 17 Dec., 1870, Sarah Small-is a · 

· carpenter, res. Raisin, Mich., P. O. address box 741, Adrian, Mich. 
(4) ANIU M., b. 7 June, 1842, d. 5 Oct, 1858. 
(5) LEVI W., b. 1.3 Dec., 1846, m. 18 Mar., 1869, Minervia H. Masten 

-is a farmer, res. Raisin, Mich. Ch.-Charles Ernest, b. 2 Jan., 
1875, d. 2 Feb., t896. 

VIIL-Polly, b. 1.3 Jan., 1816, m. 3 Mar., 1836, in Medina, N. Y., Aaron G. 
Scott She d. April, 1842, in Albion, N. Y. He removed to Michi­
gan in 1844, and d. JO Nov., t 894, in Morenci, Mich. Ch.-­
(1.) OIULOTT! A., b. t Jan., t 837, in Albion, N. Y., m. 1.S Nov., 1855, 

in Medina Tp., Lenawee Co., Mich., J . H. Snow, res. Morenci, 
Lenawee Co., Mich. Ch.-Elijah Scott, b. 24 Aug., 1856. d. 1f 
June, 1.889, unm.; Alict L., b. t6 Sept., 186z. •-

(2) HEROD, b. 3 July, 1.839, in Albion, N. Y., m. 20 Sept, t &iO, in 
Adrian, Mich., Margaret A. Ney-is a farmer, r es. Williamstown, 
Ingham Co., Mich . . Ch.-Amy May, b. 21May,1.862. 

22. (14.) Melzar Dinsmore (William, Abel), b. 12 April, 1803, 
in Conway, Mass., removed thence to New York State about 1821, 
and thence to Wisconsin in 1848. .Hem. 20 Dec:, 1824, in Castile, 
N. Y., Huldah Clark, who d. 6 Mar., 1859. He m., 2d, 1:7 Mar., 
1852, in Geneva, Wis., Elenor Wharry. He d. 5 Sept., 1867. He 
was a farmer, res. Conway, Mass., Castile, Seneca Castle, Hopewell, 

and Gorham, N. Y., Spring P~airie and Geneva, Wis.· 
• I 

23. (53.) 

u. (64.) 

25. (68.) 

26._ 

n. 

. '• 
~ .,, 

CHlLDREN. 

L- Eather, b. -4 Mar., t 827, m. James Child. . 

II.-Harlow, b. 27 Jan., 1829, m. Mary S. Gray. 

IJL- Polly, b. 27 Feb., 1831. , m. Ephraim P. Enos and Michael Quinn. . · 

IV.-Emlly, b. 9 July, 1833, in Seneca Castle, N. Y., m. 15 Nov" 1.852, 
in Spring Prairie, Wis., Nelson Walker. She d. 8 Apri.1, 1.861. Ch.­
(1) ELMER, b. t3 Jan., 1854, in Belvidere, Ills. 
(2) MAY, b. Jt Jan., 1858, in Alma, Wis., m. 4 July, 1.876, in Sparta, 

W IS., Charles Houghton, res. Humbird, Clarie Co., WIS. 

V.-Dulel, b. ·30 Sept., 1.836, in Hopewell, N. Y., d. 4 June, 1.852, in 
Geneva, Wis. 
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28. (81.) Vl- WUUaia, b. t6 Oct., t839, m. Josephine Wharry. 

29. VIL-Cbaaacey, b. 6 June, 184t, in Hopewell, N. Y., res. East Troy, Wis. 

ii. 

JZ. 

Unm. 
VJIL-Albert, b. t Jan., 1853, in Geneva, Wis., Jn. t Jan'., 1880, Marietta 

Abbott. He is a farmer; res. Geneva, Wis. Ch.-ETBfL M., b. 14 
SepL,1886. 

IX.-Alfred, b. 19 Dec., t854, d. t:i Jan., t 868. 
X.-MJruda, b. 25 June, t856, d. 2t May, 1857. 

33. (15,) Arnon Dinsmore (William, Abel), b. 27 Feb., 1805, in 

Conway, Mass., removed to Ontari? Co., N. Y., about 1821, -and 
thence ~o Ionia Co., Mich., in 1854. He m. 28 Jan., 1828, Kezia 
Bigelow, b. 11 Dec., 1806. She d. 24 June, 1862; he d. 15 Aug., 
1880. He was a carpenter, res. Conway, Mass., Orleans and Phelps, 
Ontario Co., N. Y., and Portland, Ionia Co., Mich. 

CH!LDREN.
1 

U. (85.' L- Wllllam Derion, b. 4 May, t829, m. Lucy L Holmes, Cynthia A. Hunt, 
Harriet M. Blanchard, and Lydia A. Cooley. 1 

Ji. 0.-Emlly E.. b. 21 Mar., 1832, d. 20 April, 1832 

J6. IIl.-Cbarlotte Eaieala, b. 13 Jan., 1838, m. Franklin Newman. She d. 12 
Oct, 1866. 

n. (9Z.) IV.-Ezra Jones, b. 22 July, 1839, m. Susan Kelly. 

JS. V.-Mary EUz:abeth, b. 28 Mar., 1842, m. Norman T. $afldborn. Shed. 12 
Nov., 1862. 

39. -(17.) Miranda Dinsmore (William, Abel), b. 21 Sept., 1808, 

in Conway, Mass., removed about 1821 to Seneca Tp., Ontario Go., 
N. Y • . Shem. 31 Dec., 1828, Elkanah Porter, of Seneca, and on ·20 
Jan., 1829, the family removed to Barre, now Albion, Orleans Co., 
N. Y. He d. 16 Dec., 1875; shed. 31 Jan., 1888. 

CHILDREN. -. 
40. ~rjos Daqaeae, b. 26 Sept., t831, m. 7 Feb., 1856, Clara B. Lee, who d. 6 

Oct., tl!89. . Ch.-
(1} WIWS M., b. 2 June, 1857, d. 30 June, 1858. 
(2} NETTIE L., b. 20 April, 1858, d. 6 April, 1873. 
(3) C.Ou B., b . 23 Nov., t MO, m. 9 Dec., t 885, D.lvid L. Parker. 
('0 ALICE M., b. '2t July, t 863, m. t 8 Feb., 1886, ·Artemas Goodwin. 

11.-Samael WllUs, b. 19 Dec., t 832, d. t 7 Oct, 1854. 
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~ 4Z.. · 111-Mlroa Luce, b. 10 Aug., 1834, m. 3 Nov., 11859, Mary Ferris. Cb.-Moo!-
. and CLYDE: "' 

4a. .JV.-Aadrew Perry, b. 30 Ap'ril, 1836, d. 21 Oct., 1858. 

44. V.-Mary Submit, b. 30 May, 1838, m. 21 Jan., 1864, John Stocking, of Barre., 
She cl. 7 Mar., 1874. Ch.-ELU and PORTER. • 

.u.. Vl.-(Jeorge Welllagtoa, b. 26 Dec., 1840, m. 1 Jan., 1862, Anna Stevenson. He 

. cl. 19 Dec., 1892', in Portland, Mich. Ch.-Wl!LLING!OM. 

46. Vll.-Estber Ana, b. 4 April, 1842, m. 27 Jan., 1869, Jared Stocking, of Barre. 
Ch.-W ARIWI E. and LAURA. 

47. (18.) William D~nsmore, Jr., (William, Abel), b. 10 Jan., · · 
1811, in Conway, Mass., removed to Orleans Co., N. Y.,. about 1821. 
He 01. 1 Jan., 1834, in Barre, Orleans Co., Jane Berry, b. 22 Dec., 
1813. After a short residence in Caryville, Genessee Co., N. Y., he 
removed, in 1837, ta Portland, Ionia Co-., Mich'., where h~ d. 1,; Feg:, 
1873~ He was a. shoemaker and tanner, res. Conway, ~ass., Cary­
ville, N. Y., and Portland, Mich. 

CHILDREN. 

"8;' L-M.arr Jue, b.1 Dec., 1835, in Elba, Genessee eo.: N. Y., m. Sylvester Jen-
kins, who cl. Oct., 1873, res. Portland, Mich. Cb.­
(1) FLOYD J., b. 20 Nov., 1852, cl. 23 July, 1856. 
(2) ELLA A., b. 25 Stpt., 1855, cl. 18 Sept., 1859. 
(3) WlLLW\ S., b. 6 Sept., 1859, m. 29 Oct., 1879, Fanny Campbell. Cb. 

....:....Frank, Grace, and Sylvester. ' 
· (4) JENNIE C., b. 16 April, 1862, m. 27 Nov., 1879, Charles C. Rice. Cb.­

Oscar and Floyd. 

49. lJ.-(Jeorge, b. 15 April, 1838, in Portland, Mich., m. :z9 Dec:; 1858, Hellen 
Scott, res. Portland, Mich. Ch.-
(1) FLORA B., b. 22 Nov., 1861.· • , 
(2) ADELBERT s. and ALBERT w., twins, b. 18 June, 1868; Adelbert s. 

m. Blanche Sandborn. 

SO. 111-Joba Berry, b. 27 Jan., 1840, in Portland,"Mich., m. tit Dec.~ 1860, Ann:i 
M. Sandborn. He is a boot and shoe merchant, res. Portland, Mich. -

51. 1 IV.-Wllllam, b. 7 Aug., 1843, in Portland, Mich. He enlisted 4 Jan., t 864, in 
the 27th Michigan Infantry, and cl. 14 Sepl, t 864, in hospital on Davids 
Island, N. Y., from a wound in the shoulder received at tht explosion in 
front of Petersburg, Va. .... 

sz; V.-Allce En, b. 20 Jan., 1852, in Portland, Mich., m. 1 Jan., 1870, Oscar N. 
Jenkins, res.. Portland, Mich: Ch.-
(1) MINNIE B., b. 26 Oct., 1871. 
(2) RAYMOND, b. 5 Mar., 1890. 



. SOME DINSMORE GENEALC>qY: • 

S3· (::a3.)° Esther Dinsmore (Melzar, William, Abel), b. 4 Mar., 
1827, in Castile, Wyoming Co., N. Y., m. 15 Sept., 1847, in Gorham, 

. N. Y.,.James Child. In Oct., 1847, they removed to Spring Prairie 
(East Troy P. 0.), Wis., where they still reside. 

CHll.DREN. · • 

64. 1.-Mehar, b. 26 Aug., 1.848, d. 29 Sept., 1.849. 

15. 11.-Haldah D., b. 6 April, t 850, m. 29 Nov., t871, Thomas H. Concklin, res. 
East Troy, Wis. Ch.-
(1.) SUSIE M., b. 3 Jan., t 873. ' . 
(2) HENRY W., b. 5 Mar., t878. 
(3) ESTB£R R., b. 26 'June, 1881. 
(4) Infant, b. 19 Feb., t889, d. 1.2 April, 1.889. 

16. Ill.-Suan, b. 7 Mar., t852, d 22 April, i869. 
57. IV.-Wllllam, b. H Feb., 1.854, d 3 Oct., t855. 

58. v.-Wllllam (2d), b. 21 June, ·t856. 

69. VI.-Henry D., b. 25 Oct., t8S8, d t Sept., t866. 

60 • . \:'Il.-Emma, b. 17 Mar., t 86t, m. 29 Dec, t877, in La Fayette, Wis., LeOn M. 
Keats, res. East Troy, Wis, Ch.­
(t) CHAU1iCEY L, b. 6 June, t878. 
(2) LoREN A., b. t t May, 1892, d. t Nov., 1.892. 

•t. Vll~lwlucey, b. 6. May, t863, d 5 April, t~. • 

62. lX.-Abby L., b. 9 Sept., t864. 

~. X.-Bsther May, b. 13 Feb., t869, d 2t Sept., 1.869. 

64- (:a4.) Harlow Dinsmore (Melzar, William, Abel), b. 27 Jan., 
1829, in Castile, Wyoming Co., N. ~., removed to Wisco11sin ~n , 
1848 and m.•21 Oct., 1852, in Geneva, Wis., Mary S. Gray. He d. 
31July,1895, in ' Delevan, Wis., where he then resided. He was.a 
fanner, res. Castile, N. Y.,. Geneva, Wis., and DeJevan, Wis. 

buLDREN. 

65. L-Fruk C.. b. 25 Oct., t 854, in Geneva, Wis., m. 10 June, 1.886, In Delevan, 
WIS., Victo_:ia Alexander. Ch.- AMY L., b. 28 Oct., 1.888. 

66. 11.-James E., b. 1.8 Nov., 1.856, in Geneva, Wis., m. 7 Aug., t890, in Delevan, 
Wis., Nettie Fidler. 

'7. lll.-Robert c., b. 26 June, t864, In Geneva, Wis~ m. '27 Sept., t893, in Delevan, 
Wis., Hannah M. Judson. 

... i 
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·"· ,. ':·~->.·. ~-. / t8Jt,in Castleton (Seneca Castle P. 0.)1 Ontario Co-., N .. Y., m. 19· .. ·. >·!\:.:.~-~ 
Nov~1 i8St, in Geneva, Wis., Ephraim P. Enos.· He d~iil.1861, .and·: :·~:, .. < .. > 

. .. . . •.~.-sire '?·'. ~ 2 Julr• ·~· ~ ~~fa.~ ~-ael··~~.:::,:·····.:f.=. _0i;·._-.·:·~-.~··=··;,:,~~sf :;~t~~ 
; •. :. . • . . . . . - • fI .;;· ':".~; :.:~:.:-.. :~·:-·:. • -· . • ••• 

. & . L-Josepfl M., b. 25 Feb., t852, d. JO Mar., t8SJ. . ~· · = :·-~··.:·~·: ;.·~ ~~ -:.::· ,·-:;· .::".!\.•:.: 

. - ·:, -:·. a .. Jl--1.acy T., b. 25 Feb., t854, m. Jt Oct.,-, in Waterford, N. y~ L smy.;:'· ~·;:~·:-:>::-/L 
· _ ... ·:·~,: {_,:,. vesantGibson. ~--- : .·:· .. _.-' . ·~·- :,:·· .-<f.~;: d ·: .. ::-.., : : · ~-~".;"'"';: .. 

(t) COMEW. . . . . . . - -· ··_ 
.~:,,:<.~=3.~~ (2) ANNA E., m. 24 ~ t889, at Buffalo, N. Y., Edw1rd D. Wilgwt."'.".-'. 

· · .. -· =-~·:·:~·:.:,· cb.-Edward P., b. 22 July, t890~ Lawrence E-t.~ 6 Dec, t89t;. ·:.:· __ . .-~:\ . . -~ ·:::: --··-::.-., -:_-:1~ :;.· ~-:. :_:: ' · .. ,_y, Robert S. and Joseph E. · · · 

·-' 71. JU.-llamlall M., b. 4 Dec., 1856. -~ . "'· l. -: \ .. :· . ..., ... > , ! . - : ~-, . ;. ~~~-:;:_~ 

-!t 
(1·.·~ ... '. . 1;-- . 

~f ;, . 
;.~ . 

. (- . . ": . 
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· 72. IV.-Lawrence, b. 25 Dec., 1858. . .. ~: J_.:\ :~·! .. '·.:·::- ~)t· .· · _.~~".:. 

. : ~b. ~ ~=~~~860. .. . . '.'·' ., . _ _-·,;.," ~ "!?ii;~*j.;i ~1:''..>ff 
~ 7& - VIL-James Rn b. 29 April, 1864, m. 2 hn., t889, in ·Elk Hom, WIS., Margaret 

Mc:Crossen. Ch.-L!o, b. t Jan., t89t, in Milwaukee, \V'JS;. .. 
76. VID.-'nlomaB, b. 24April,1865, m. 26 Oct.,. t887, in Elk Hom, WiS.J Mary IL~·-··· .. --~7·...-

Duft'y. Cb.- \ . ,... ~ . ~·::~:f~~ 
{f) GEORGE ff., b. 22 June, t889. _,:: ( \. ... ,,. .. .. .r"::.i .. •· ~:}tr~·.\'?:' 

_ . . ;,., -.c. c2> uowW> E., b. 2 Sept., 1891.· -.~ .. '~ . ;_ ~. ·.\:s:;Ltrr _ 
. -, -,_ ... . (3). SUSIE M., b. t6 Aug., t89J. . . . . <: • .,. ,~ ... , ,. • -:·~:_,,· :> :::· ~>~< · 

. ,>) 7T. . oc.! ~ ~~~:· t,89~ -::: . ,::·-~ ':~~~:~E;~~ :;;;1D:_:~. :,;~~~ 
· · &:: X.-WllllamM.,b.4Mar.,t869. ::~·:_j··-:-- ·.----~. 

7'.·. Xl~-ChufaJ., b.22Jan., 187ti·; ::~.;'.~; ~- ;': • . . :.·;,::,7 .. .,. 

8t. XIL-Bcraard, b. 22 Sept, t873. · '"'·· . · · .. · .. 
. ~· .. -~'' " .. ,,,. ""·. :· . .... >~ · 8i~ (~)William· Dinsmore (Melzar, William, -.Abel), b. 16 · 

I . . 

Oct., 18)9, in Hopewell, Ontario Co., N. Y., removed with his.father·· 
in· t848 to Wisconsin. Hem. 26 April, 1859, in Geneva, Wis.; · · \<-:: 
Josephine Wharry. He is a farmer, res~ Geneva, Wis.r .~ . . . : .· ~~·:;·_ ... ~.~--~:,·· 

CHILDREH;'':- ~ . : >. ~-~ ··~.· ~~.·> ~· .1;·~ ~. -t-~~~-· :~> 1:.~.-~ );~:;;~~:-:.;;_-";..-!.'.·:·':...:.<-:~ ~--~~-.. ~:. 4:.-_"~ 



SOME DINSMORE GENEALOGY. • 1.3 

85. (J4..) William Derious Dinsmore (Amon, William, Abel), 
b. 4 May, 1829, in Orleans, Ontario Co., N. Y., m. 7 May, 1850, 
Lucy L. Ho.Imes, of Phelps, N. Y. He removed to Portland, Ionia 
Co., Mich., iri 185). His wife, Lucy, d. 13 Nov., 1855, and he m., 
2d, 28 Jan., 1858, Cynthia A. Hunt. Shed. 14 Feb., 1~7, and he 
m., 3d, 29 Oct., 1867, Harriet M. Blanchard. Shed. 10 Sept., 1873, 

.;and he m., 4th, 12 April, 1874, Lydia A. Cooley. He d. 4 June, 
188). He· was a carpenter and farmer. " 

CHILDREN. 

86. 1.--Derfou W., b. 10 July, 1851, d. 27 Sept, 1884. 

87. 11.-0eorre H., b. 17 Sept, 1855, m. 14 Mar., 1894, at Collins, Mich, Lena G. 
Stewart. 

88. 111.-ltolllll, b. 5 Dec., 18 58. 

89. IV~ruk, b. S Dec., tBCio, d.13 Sept., 1862. 

90. V.---Mary L., b. 13 July, 1862, d. 18 Sept., 1876. 

· ·91, VI.-John .M., b. 4 April, 1869. 

~- (37:) Ezra Jones Diruimore (Amon, William, Abel), b. 22 
July, 1839, in Phelps, Ontario Co., N. Y., removed to Portland, Ionia 
Co., Mich., in 1854. Hem. there, 11 Nov., 1866, Susan Kelly. He 
served three years in the War of the Rebellion as a private in the 9th 
Michigan lnfantr~. He is a farmer, .res. Danby, Ionia Co., Mich. 

CHILDREN. 

_n. L-Emory Jerome, b. 11Oct.,1867. 

94. 11.--Cbester Amon, b. 26 Dec., 1870, d. 9 Jan., 1871. 

95. 111.-Eve Ullu, b. 25 Oct., 1872, d. 8 Sept., 1893. · 

96. IV.~ohn Selvestu, b. 7 Dec., 1876. 

97. V.-Nelsoa W., b. 1June,1880. 

'8. Vl.-Mary Elizabeth, b. 1 Jan., t884. 

99. VII.-Erncirt. b. 3 Feb., 1886. 

100. Vlll.-Prances Amella, b. 3 June. 1889. 

IOI. .DC.-Lalu Bell, b. 29 July, 1892. 
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DINSMORES~ 

Abel, . t, 8, 8. Frances Amelia, 
Adelbert S., 49. frank, 
Aam, 8 . Franlc C., . 

. Albert, JO. flora, 
Albert W., 49. George, 
Alfred, ·" Jt. George H., 
Alice EV2, 52. Harlow, 
Alvin, to. Harriet, 
Amanda, • l ~ James E., . 
AmyL., 65. · John, · to. 
Amel, 9. John Berry, - so; 
Amon, 15, 33. John M.,. 91. 
Asa, I• 9. John Selvester, . 96, 
Charlotte Eugenia, J6. Julina, 20. 
Chauncey, 29. Justin, .9. 
Chester Arnoo, 94. Laura, to. 
Christiana, 8. Lydia, 10. 
Clara, 10. Lulu Bell, .. tot. 
Cyrena (Serene), 7. Mary, to. 
Daniel, 13, 2;., Mary Elizabeth,. .- J.8, 98.. 
Derious W., 86. Mary Jane, 48. 
Edward, 9. Mary~ ...-· 90~ 

, · . Elinbeth, • • 8. Maud Z., 84 . 
Emily, · 8, 261 Melzar0 ·' 
Emily E., • JS. Meriel, 
Emory Jerome, 93 • Miranda, • 17, 32, 39. . 

. Eri, . . 4. Moses,. 10. 
Ernest, 99. Nancy, - tt~ 

Esther, t, 9, tt, 19, 23, 53. Nelson W., 97. 
Ethel M., , .. JO. Orpha E.,. .. . SJ. 
Eve Lilian, 95. Orrie A., 82. 
Eira Jones, Polly, ~1, 25, 68. 
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Porter, Alice M. 40. Rice, Phineas, 5. .. Andrew Perry 43. u Sylvester . s. 
" • Carlos Duquene 40. Ross, Bion C. 83. .. Clyde 42. .. Dewar, 83. .. Con B. · 40. " George William 83. .. Elkanah. . 17, 39 • ... Madge A. 83 • 

" Esther Ann 46. Sandborn, Anna M. so. 
" George Wellington , 45. .. Blanche 49. 
u Mary Submit . 44. " Norman T. J8. 

" Minie 42. Scott. Aaron G. 2t. 
Miron Luce 42. u Amy May 2t. .. Nettie L 40. " Charlotte A: 2t. -Samuel Willis 4t. .. Hellep 49. .. Wellington, 45. .. Herod 2t. \ 

" Willis M. 40. Small, Sarah 20. 
r Quinn, Bernard, 80. Snow, Alice L :2t. ... 
··,t u • Charles J. ~ 79. " Elijah Scott 21. .. Ella M. . 77. u J. H. 2t. 

" Francis H. 76. Stevenson, Anna 45. 

" George H. 76. Stewart, Lena G. 87. .. Howard E. 76. Stocking, Ella 44 • .. James R. 75. Jared. 46. 
u Leo 75. .. John. 44 . 

" Michael. • :25, 68. Laura. 46. 
u Rose 74. " Porter 44. ( .. Susie M. 76. .. Warren E • .. 46. .. Thomas . 76. Tippetts, Gitty . 8 . 

William M. 78. Walker, Elmer . 26. 
Rice, Anna t6. May 26. .. Betsey 5. Nelson. 26 • 

" Charles C. 48. Wharry, Elenor. . . t4, 2:2. .. Deora s. .. Josephine . 28, ,8t • .. Enos s. Wheat, Betty 9. .. Esther s. Wilgus, Edward D. 70. 
, .. Floyd 48. - ~ Edward P. 70. .. Meriel s. u Joseph E. 70. 

" Moses s. u Lawrence E. _ 70. 
u Oscar 48. Robert S. 70. .. Philura s. 

"· 
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REPORT ON THE 

HUGH A. DINSMORE HOUSE 
by James E. Gibson 

The Honorable (also "Col.") Hugh Anderson 
Dinsmore was born in 1850, in Arkansas, probably at 
Bentonville1

. He died at St. Louis, MO, on 2 May 1930 2, 
and is buried in Evergreen Cemetery in Fayetteville, AR, 
where an impressive monument had been erected to his 
memory. Col. Dinsmore was a son of Alexander 
Winchester and Catherine (Kate) Anderson Dinsmore of 
Bentonville, AR3 

& 
4
, where Alexander was at one time 

owner of one of only five general stores in that town. 
Alexander was also prominent in the Presbyterian Church 
at Bentonville, a delegate to the 2nd state constitutional 
convention, from Benton County, 4 Mar. to 21 Mar. and 6 
May to 3 June 18615

. He was also at one time (after 1888), 
Assistant Cashier, member of the Board of Directors, and 
stockholder of th~ Peqp]~s _!3t:mk of Bentonville, organized 
·, 1888 with~ capital stock 0fl;~~.t100Y C~\LI FORNfA 

'----· ·-· \LtJ G1(,1~tL 30C1£TY 



We have not found6 record of Alexander W. 
Dinsmore's father, but Alexander was born in 
Pennsylvania7 on 24 April 1820. He died on 17 February 
1894 and is buried in the Anderson Cemetery, which is 
about 1 1/2 miles south of Vaughn, AR8. A Fayetteville 
Presbyterian church (the one which once stood on the 
northwest corner of the intersection of north College 
Avenue and Spring Street) was organized in 1872 by a 
Presbyterian Committee consisting of A. W. Dinsmore, 
Rev. W.A. Sample of Ft. Smith, and Rev. D. C. Boggs of 
Bentonville9

• In 1884 AW. Dinsmore was~ ruling elder 
of the meeting of the Presbytery at the Fayetteville 
Presbyterian Church. 

Catherine (also Katherine, Kate) Anderson Dinsmore, 
wife of A.W. Dinsmore, was born in Alabama10 31 August 
182511

, and died in Benton County 19 November 1885. 
She is buried beside A. W. in the Anderson cemetery12 

(q.v.). Kate was a daughter of Col. Hugh Allen Anderson 
and his wife Mary Anderson Anderson, probably a 
cousin 13• Col. Anderson was born at Logan Station, KY, 
on 10 July 1782 and died 14 June 1848. He and Mary are 
buried in the Anderson Cemetery, in the Hazel Glenn 
area, near Vaughn, AR. After his marriage, Col. 
Anderson moved to Alabama in 1818 where Catherine 
Anderson Dinsmore was born. He then removed in 1836 
to Arkansas, where he established his final home in the 

•. Hazel Glenn area near Vaughn, AR. He was a captain m 
the War of 181214

• 

Colonel Anderson acquired other lands than those in 
the Hazel Glenn community, and this begins to bear on 
the origins of the Hugh A Dinsmore house. The Platbook 
of Original Entries in the office of the County Clerk of 
Washington County, AR, shows, among other lands 
purchased from the United States, that the following 
described tract was entered by Hugh A Anderson on 22 
September 1835, to wit: 

2 



the Sl/2 SEl/4 Sec.13 T16N R31W of the 5th Principal 
Meridian, containing 80 a. The Hugh A Dinsmore house 
appears to be located on the eastern most 40 a. of this 
tract. Note that Goodspeed's History states that Col. 
Anderson located in Benton county in 1836; however, he 
entered the above described land in 1835. On 20 
September 1839 Col. Anderson received a patent on the 
Wl/2 NWl/4 and the SWl/2 SWl/4 of S18 T16N R30W 
containing 229 .34 a. (There may be an error here. The 
description would normally indicated 160 a.) This land 
would be in the vicinity of Fayetteville's Ramay Jr. High 
School. The Platbook of Original Entries indicates that 
Col. Anderson, on 4 August 1838 entered the El/2 SWl/4 
S 18 T16N R30W containing 80 a. This tract appears to 
include the old Washington County Fairgrounds. It might 
also be the approximately 80 acres seemingly included in a 
previously described tract. Other court records. (to wit: 
Power of Attorney signed by W. W. Anderson and Mary T. 
Anderson on 2 October 1852, recorded in vol. H, pg. 252), 
indicate that Col. Anderson acquired some 474 a. ofland 
lying east and west of the Dinsmore House. Now, the 
purchase of 474 a. of land even at only $1.25 per acre 
represented a very substantial cash outlay in the 1830's. It 
would seem to indicate an intention of locating in 
Washington County and thus that the Dinsmore House 
was likely built by Col. Anderson. 

As before mentioned, Col. Anderson died on 14 June 
1848, but it was not until 24 June 1852 that a "Partition & 
Deed" was signed by his heirs dividing the estate property 
into "8 unequal parts: among the following: 

Robt. W. Mecklin & 
Louisia A., his wife 

Hiram Davis & 
Elizabeth H. P ., his wife 

Mary Kate Anderson by her 
Gdn. A.R.V. Dinsmore 

Party of the 1st Part 

Party of the 2nd Part 

Party of the 3rd Part 

3 



Wlm. W. Anderson & Mary T., Party of the 4th Part 
his wife, by their Attny. 

Nathan M. Moran & 
Mary Jane, his wife 

Alex. W. Dinsmore & 
Catherine A., his wife 

Hugh A. Anderson 

Oliver Anderson 

Party of the 5th Part 

Party of the 6th Part 

Party of the 7th Part 

Party of the 8th Part. 

This instrument was acknowledged before P.P. Van 
Hoose, J.P. on 13 Nov., 185215 and had the effect of 
transferring title of 474 a. of the land at Fayetteville, 
including the site of the Hugh A Dinsmore House, to 
Robert W. Mecklin and Louisa Ann Mecklin, his wife 16

• 

This opens up the possibility that, as the Mecklins held the 
land where the house is from 1852 until Louisa's death in 
1874, that they built the Hugh A Dinsmore House. 
Mention was made of "lands not herein abstracted" which 
appear to be the share of Hugh Allen Anderson's estate 
intended for the parties 2-8 above indicated (i.e., the 
Benton County and other property?). Next, on 3 April 
1869, Robert W. Mecklin deeded to Louisa A Mecklin, 17 

his wife (and daughter of Hugh A Anderson), all his 
interest in "an estate of inheritance descended to my wife 
Louisa A Mecklin from her father, the late Hugh A 
Anderson"; given is the legal description of the lands, 
which shows that it totaled 475 a., included the site of the 
Hugh A Dinsmore House, and was the same property 
deeded to R.W. Mecklin and Louisa A Mecklin by the 
other heirs of Hugh A Anderson. (See foregoing 
"Partition & Deed). It was notarized by J.H. Van Hoose. 
It now appears that on 11 November 1870 Louisa A 
Mecklin, daughter of Hugh A. Anderson (q.v.) sold certain 
lands "not herein abstracted" to James M. Hoge, husband 
of Louisa R. (Mecklin) Hoge, Louisa A.'s daughter. It 

4 



further appears that the children of Louisa A's deceased 
daughter, Mary E. (Mecklin) Fulbright, to wit Robt. E. 
Fulbright, Mary E.H. Fulbright and Louisa Belle Fulbright 
(later wife of Ewing Ira Graham), on 22 July 1882 brought 
suit 18 in Washington County Chancery Court alleging that 
certain "lands not herein abstracted" but transferred to 
defendant J as. M. Hoge by Louisa A Mecklin on 11 
November 1870, were transferred to him in trust as an 
advancement to his wife Louisa R. Hoge19• The court 
held, however, that said lands were in fact sold and 
conveyed for valuable consideration to the said J as. M. 
Hoge, and not "in trust as an advancement to his wife." 

The court further found that Louisa A Mecklin died 
intestate in 1874, seized and possessed some 216 acres of 
land 20

• The court also found that the sole heirs of Louisa 
A Mecklin were her daughter, Louisa R. Hoge 21 and the 
children of her deceased daughter, Mary E. Fulbright 
(named above). The court found, too, that as Louisa R. 
Hoge was dead by 1876 22

, leaving as her sole heirs Helen 
Louisa Hoge. James Albert Hoge, Hugh M. Hoge and 
Oliver Mecklin Hoge (defendants) to whom said land 
descended in common, then the said land (216 a) is now 
held by the plaintiffs and defendants as tenants in common 
and that they are entitled to the land as follows: 

Robt. Fulbright 1/6 interest 
Mary E.H. Fulbright 1/6 interest 
Louisa Belle Graham 1/6 interest 
Helen Louisa Hoge 1/8 interest 
Jam es Albert Hoge 1/8 interest 
Hugh M. Hoge 1/8 interest 
Oliver Mecklin Hoge 1/8 interest 

The court them ordered that partition of the 216 acres 
be made among the plaintiffs and defendants according to 
their interest and appointed James H. Van Hoose, C.S. 
Hauptman and W.M. Barnes, residents of Washington 
County, AR, commissioners to make the partition, if it 
could be made without great prejudice to the owners. 

5 



On 1 August 1882, in the same term of court (see 
Chancery Record "D" pg. 442), the above commissioners 
reported that the land could not be divided without great 
prejudice to the owners. The Court then ruled that the 
land be sold, and appointed C.M. Henry commissioner to 
make the sale. 

During the January session of Chancery Court on 24 
January 1883 (see Chancery Record ":P" pg. 479) came 
C.M. Henry, Commissioner previously appointed to sell, 
among other lands, "the Sl/2 SEl/4 S13 T16N R31W: (a 
tract which contains the Hugh A Dinsmore house) 
belonging to the tenants-in-common last above mentioned 
(the Hoges and the Fulbrights) and reports that he did on 
21October1882, sell to the highest and best bidder, Hugh 
A Dinsmore, for the sum of $1025, the above described 
land. 

We have thus established how and when Hugh A 
Dinsmore obtained the house which now bears his name. 
We also know that Col. Hugh Allen Anderson was a 
grandfather of Hugh A Dinsmore 23 and his wife 
Co-authoring Anderson Dinsmore, a daughter of Col. 
Hugh Allen Anderson 24

• 

Hugh A Dinsmore's obituary from the Fayetteville 
Democrat 3 May 1930 is quoted below: 

A Distinguished Man Gone 

Col Hugh A. Dinsmore, who passed away in St. Louis 
yesterday is one more local man of distinction to go to his 
final resting place. Col. Dinsmore belonged to the Old South 
and the Old School of gentlemen. His has been an 
interesting and eventful life, and it was a tragic close that 
death came to him while entirely among stranKiers. His many 
friends here grieve with his son and his sister ~ in their loss. 
But for him, who wanted to go, it is a happy thought that all 
is well. 
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The Hon. Hugh A Dinsmore was much involved in the 
affairs of Fayetteville and Washington Co. Fayetteville's 
Old Post Office, now occupied by a restaurant of that 
name, was a gift of the U. S. Congress obtained largely 
through the efforts of Congressman Hugh A Dinsmore 
and John C. Floyd. It was completed in 1911 26• 

On November 11, 1918, Congressman Dinsore, J.W. 
Grabiel and others addressed a crowd gathered in front of 
the Post Office to celebrate the end of World War I 27• 

Congressman Dinsmore served in that capacity for 12 
years ( 1893-1905) and was, during the administration of 
U.S. President Grover Cleveland, Minister to the Court of 
the King of Korea, for 4 years 28• He was also a trustee of 
the First Presbyterian Church of 

Fayetteville and son of one of the church's founders. 
Congressman Dinsmore was Fayetteville's third 
congressman, and was a Democrat 29• While in congress 
Col. Dinsmore served also as a regent of the Smithsonian 
Institute. Locally he was a trustee of the University of 
Arkansas from 1893 to 189530• We quote from Campbell's 
100 Years of Fayetteville: " ... hear him stir the heroic in 
halls of state and on local rostrums with his eloquence. 
There are diversities of gifts; Hugh Dinsmore was a born 
orator, and more so because of the studied polish of his 
diction and his ready adaptability." 31 

After his last term in congress, Col. Dinsmore entered 
into a partnership with Judge E.S. McDaniel, and 
practiced law for some time, "devoting more time, 
however, to his stock and fruit farm in the famou5 valley 
west of Fayetteville." 

Hugh A Dinsmore and Miss Elizabeth LeGrand Fisher 
of St. Louis, MO, were married in 1893, and had one son, 
Hamilton Atwood Dinsmore, who became an attorney and 
seems to have lived and died in El Paso, TX. His wife was 
Meta ?. He arranged his father's funeral in 1930. A 
second obituary appearing in the Fayetteville Daily 
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Democrat on Sunday, May 4, 1930, follows: 

Funeral Service·for Mr. Dinsmore here Mon. PM; son to 
leave St. Louis Sun. PM arriving next day; Funeral Services 
for Hon. Hugh A. Dinsmore will be held in Fayetteville Mon. 
afternoon at 2:00 o'clock from First Presbyterian Church, 
with Rev. H.L. Paisley, officiating. Place of interment has 
not definitely been fixed, but will be here or in Benton 
County. Pallbearers were being selected this afternoon 
fallowing a conversation lie tween relatives here and 
Hamilton Dinsmore of El. Paso, in St. Louis. Son in St. 
Louis today. Mr. Dinsmore reached St. Louis this morning 
from Texas, and will leave the city with his father's body 
Sunday night for Fayetteville, a sister Mrs. Ann McClure, of 
Oklahoma City, and a niece, Mrs. Frances Dinsmore Davis 
of Chickasha, Oklahoma, head of the Department of 
Dramatic Art in the Oklahoma College For Women (words 
omitted). CoL E.P. Wats'on, brother-in-law of CoL 
Dinsmore, with his daughters, Misses Katherine and Polly 
Watson. who have been in Brounwood, Texas, the past 
winter are expected tonight. 

Neighbors have reported that the Dinsmore House was 
used as a "headquarters" by one or both sides during the 
Civil War, and that Civil War artifacts have been found 
nearby. Mrs. Jim Sisemore, who grew up within 1/4 mile 
of the house says that when she can first remember 
(probably about 1918) that the Dinsmore House had 
running water and bathrooms. Also unusual, she thought, 
were two fireplaces on the first floor and two upstairs. 
Anyone who has visited the house will understand why 
Col. Dinsmore liked to spend time there. It sets on the 
west side of the westernmost of two low mountains or hills, 
west of Fayetteville, just under the top of the hill, some 
300-400 feet above the valley floor and commanding an 
impressive view to the north and west of one of the more 
fertile valleys of the County. On a clear day visibility 
extends to 20 or 30 miles. 

The writer is grateful to Mr. and Mrs. Garland Reading, 
8 



present owners .of the Dinsmore House, for their kindness 
in allowing him to examine their Abstract of Title to the 
property. All information concerning the property's 
ownership from Hugh A Anderson to Hugh A Dinsmore 
was taken from this document, and the named court 
records. The Readings lived in the house for many years, 
but have recently built a new house just below the original 
house. 
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Dinsmore Family 

Searching for names of parents of my ancestors Wm. 
Henry SMITII (1836-1870). and wife Nancy MYERS 
(1836-1901) of Dallas Co., MO. 

Wm. SMITII died April 1870 in MO. Nancy probably 
came to Fayetteville about 1872 or '73 with the children 
Rachel, Mary (m. Riley DUNCAN), Amanda, Reuben J., 
and Nancy Ellen - all born Buffalo (Dallas Co.) MO. 
Who did the children marry? Did they live in AR or move 
elsewhere? Would appreciate any information regarding 
.the early history of this family. Mrs. Charles G. Bowen, 
4885 Academy St. San Diego, CA 92109-3460. 

Seeking information about Onesimus or Lemuel D. 
EV ANS. Onesimus Evans was born March 24, 1807 in 
Liberty, Smith Co, TN. He came to AR in 1834 and 
settled in Fayetteville where he engaged in the mercantile 
business. He married Eliza Wallace, daughter of Alfred 
Wallace of Fayetteville. He was the first president of the 
State Bank of Arkansas, Fayetteville Branch, one of the 
incorporators of the Fayetteville Female Academy and the 
first Worshipful Master of Washington Lodge #82. 
Onesimus moved to San Antonio, TX by 1849 where he 
continued in the merchantile business under the firm 
name of Evans, Howard & Company until his death on the 
5th of October, 1855. His brother, Lemuel D. Evans, was 
a prominent attorney in Fayetteville in the early 1840's. 
He and George W. Paschal represented Stand Watie in 
Benton Co, AR. He represented Fannin Co.,TX in the 
1845 Texas Constitutional Convention. In 1855 Lemuel 
was Congressman for the Eastern District of Texas. While 
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