
'>hnathan Fine was born in Alabama 
. put down his first tiny footprints 

rt her soil. Two vrars aftn his hirth 
.1is familv mon•cf hm·k tn Ti<nne!'sc::c 
1d1rrn thr

0

\" had rr!'i ded hefore seltli.nz 
· 11 A lal:i<111°ia .. For twrh··~ J11ore vears h'e 
wa!' to put rlo1n1 - mo.re trnrk~ in the 
lwa11t if11l hi ll ,- nf" that !'late. His famih· 
111m·NI t n A rka 11!'<1,.: · 11 lwn he \1·as 14· 
""ar:' olcl. a11cl ii 11a:< 1hat !'tate's Roston 
if111111lai11s 11 ith il 11• ir d1•rp .. ri<·h Ynlley 
ands that 11t'l'c· Ill 1irxt hPar evi dence 

.. f .lo11alha11·~ tra1rr;:i11!!s .. Hr met and 
111arric•rl llH'n' .. a ru11 11d the vcar Hl:{<i, 
"hwhcl l\ l:rn kin!' .. the dau~ht~r of Peter 

lankins, Senior and lt;u:hcl (Bracken) 
ewis Manki ns . \\'ashing-ton Co .. Ark .. 
1·!1111· Fan·t11·\·ill r-. \\"(IS his home for 
hn11l 2 1· · y<'ar>'.. Hr s p<'11l If years in 
" XH>' anrl thr r!'111ni11inz f<) of his 61 
•a rs i11 Cra11 forrl Co .. 

0

1\rk ... nnrthrasl 
· Van B11rr.11 at. Fi11r S pri11,!!s. 
The .lo11a th a11 1-'i11<' fo111ilv 011 lr.:wi nz 

·c·xus plamwrl to rC't11rn In. \Va!=<hin1?:ln;1 
·1111111·. Thr.1· d rc ll"r. tlwir 1·nttl c a nd 
rfes. liai·k i11t11 1\rka nsn,- and cnrn11lc 
·amprrl one ni~hl al a . hi~, beautiful 

rinJ_Y. Thry lik<'rl the looks of the 
:cly hills and hi!! spri11 1! so well that 
:v rl<'( 0 icfrd a!rn i11 ;::L !!;oin!! an\' further 
n:th anrl sr1ti1·d r i!!.ht riwn·. · Tnrnin!! 
1eir cattle l no~r. in. the lh-rr Boll01;1 

r1a11e hreak !'0111(: n tn 10 .;1i les below 
lh<' !'prin:z .. Thal 11 n;: ;:n 111et i111c hetwren 
I H;17 ancl 1::;19 .. a l which time none of 
1hr ir ;.1m·i\·inir Ill ('hilclrP.11 were m:tr· 
ri r rl. PC'l <'r Fi.nr .. !'ldf';: l (i,· inp: ~0 11. 11·a" 
Ill vi~ it kinsmr n in Was-hingto11 Co. 
ancl thl'rr find :111d 111arr\' Rutln· Cosh~·. 
rnunirr!'t daughtrr of \~ ; ile,· a1 .. 1d Mar\: 
i~nsh~· - of \l ir!!inia .. °\;nrtii Carolin,;. 
\laha ma :incl tn. Arknn~a~ in Jn 10 I . 

Jonnthan Finr i;: liu ried a t th!! :\ew 
Bern · c111clcn -, two 111ifr;: south o f the 
Fine. Sprinl!; Com1111111 ily named for 
liim. His wife, Bncl1el (;\·lanki11s) f.'ine, 
born 26 Jan. 1819 .. d ied 2-1· F eb. 1897 at 
lhe n~e of 78, rests hes ide him. T heir 
~Till"!'!' holh have a;rev sandstone. coffin 
•haprd mnrkers 'that ri se ab~,. <' th.e 
~ral'cs and run the full leng th and 
breadth nf the m. Thel' are simulur in 
shape, Eize and height to the old fashion 
hand made coffin. I n 1965 n 92 Ycnr 
old p:ra11dd:111C!h\rr (danirhter of Millie 
I Fine ) J ame!' ) 1rn;; s till l idng a nd 
rc:;id in;r in Van Duren. Ark. Sho tnld 
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me at that time it was her father, Wil · 
liam J ames. and another man who cut 
tho,:e c-offin !'haped s tones th at werf! 
placed on her maturnal ;!t'andparent's 
zrn,·cs. Thev are c ut like ioome that 
~vf're cut in the early days of Washlug· 
ton County hy a Nathan Tharp. Many 
of .Jonathan and Rachel 's 11 chilrlren 
who lived to maturity, their wives, and 

WllLLIAM & CATHERINE'S 
JONATHAN with his wife, 

R <\CHEL fMA.\K T ~S) FINE 

son 

during the Civil War. I have a tintype 
of J onathan , Rachel and all nine of 
the!r cMldrrn who were living in 1865, 
whic h was taken when four of the sons 
had just returned from Jhe war. 

Following is a listing of the children 
o~ Jonathan and Rachel (Mankins) 
Fine: 

1.. \VILL!A~f RILEY (or WALTER) 
born l Nov. 18~7 - died in jnfan!'V 

2.. PETER . 
born 9 Feb. 1839 - died 4 Dec. 1882 
married 1st Ruthv C:oshv - 2nd Heh-
ei:ca Taylor · · 

J .. ALFRED 
horn 6 Dec. J 8-10 - died m 1865 in 
service of the C.. S .. A. 

1.. WALTER "Watt., 
ho rn ] 5 May 18-1-2 
married Mahalia Wilifnrrl 

;). J.. HAMJLTO\' 
born 2 Mar. Hlfl 
( He may he thr. JSA..'\C lis ted helnw) 
married lst Mari[arPt !\·ln tln1·k - 2nd 
YT rs. M ostell o 
6. JOH N 

hnrn 15 .Tan. ] fl-14 
married Marv J\nn Van Hnos-e 

7 .. MILLIE . 
horn 26 No1· .. 18 IS 
married William James 
3. THOMAS JEFFf:RSO~ 

horn l 5 June 184.7 
married Laura Ilir.ff 
9 .. ISAAC 

( AC'rorcling lo rf'nsns rf'r Mds 1 11~ wa!" 
horn ta. 18,19 .. hut in a ll l ikelyl10od he 
and ISAAC HAMTT.TO\'. li~ted abol'c .. 
a re ·onr in the !'ame urr!'l~ ll . Tf not. this 
ISA AC probabl y die~I in i11 fanr·v.) 
10 .. GEORGE "Kerner· 
born 1 Dec. 1852 
married Mary Titswnrth 
11. ELIZABETH 
born 23 Nov. J85tJ. - cliP.rl 111 infann 
12 .. JAMES CARROLL 
born 3 Feh .. 1856 
marr ied Elizabeth Van Hnn;:r 
13 .. CALVI~ 
born 3 Aug. 1858 
married Charitv Titsworth 
14 .. RACHEL .. 
born 3 Oct. 1860 
mnrril'rl A lex ·Tavlor 

many of their 70 g randchildren, g real­
~randchildren and 2nd g r .. -gr .. children 
arP nut fa r from Lhri r place of rest. 
Al!'o !'!eepin~ th.,rr. are 111y two small 
liahies who were ~rcat-~reat-~reat-grand· 
1·hildr f'n of J nna lhan n11d Rachel two 
ti mi's. for m1· l111shaml is a lso a de­
~1·r11da nt of th i;: 1·011plr- .. we hein~ 3rd 
1·011!'i 11s . An l'nlarged pi(-ture of Jona· 
1 lrnn mHl Rachd ha111Is in my dining 
rno111 tnclay .. (Edi1nr·s Note - see photo 
d~elt'!tere on 1his page) The gate leg 
11alnut di11i11~ tabl.c that Rrancken Lewis 
111ad1• for his s ister RachC'I to s tart keep· 
ing ho u!.'e wi Lh is still in good shape, 
::t ill bor.uLifu l, old a nd useful , as is the 
little walnut desk which he a lso made 
for his Eister s home aronnd 1836 when 
~he ma rried Jruiathan .. In mv bunkhouse 
is a hand woven coverlet; d yed with 
native wool, cut. washed , carded a nd 
sp un into thread by Rachel for her 
clde-<;L son (my gre:il·!!rnndfiather ) to 
~ ta rt his marriPcl li fe in Ul60. I have 
with it Ll1e hl a nk<'t he carrir d the four 

Inn!! ycnrs thnt he s~n·t)f~t-\1\fGf CQIJj\!TV ~AL\FQRNIA 
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