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. . . . .... 
Judge~. bwen· 'Thomas Fi~hback, b. 1791 Fauquier .Co"., Va. ; d. 1865 Ohio • 
. .. He was a distiriguished' la~zyer ~nd one of .. the great Temperance leaa­

ers in Oh1o . Heirs·: Manoliah Fishback 1818, Thomas Owen 1833; 
W'illiam, Katherine, Martha Pickett 1820, Sarah, Frank (all in Ohio 
or .. Ind~an~, I believe.) . . . 

Judge John. Fishback, Bracken· co., Ky •. died 1810, lawyer, judge, served 
ll:1 Revolutionary War, married Martha Pickej.t 1760 . Children: Martin 
1786 , Alex 1789, Owen Thomas 1791, Thomas 1796 

Dr. John Philip Fishback, Fauquier Co ., Va.; birth date unknown, also 
wi fe unknown. Children: 'Philip, James, John 

From Congressional Library, Washington, Sept. 18, 1952, I found George 
Washington Fishback on page 215 of Hardy's 11 Colonial Families" but 
he was born Milfor9, OhiO, and oimed and operated the St. Louis Dem­
ocrat.· He had a spn.Oeorge. 

Reuben Dewitt Fishback' 1867 -- 1'Genealogy o.f Fishback Descendants of 
Harmon Fishback" ('Qy Kemper CS 71 F 5325) 

. . 
"Colonial FalJlilies 11 -· Pickett. From the above I've hurriedly made the 
' following notes which may' be of interest' (CS Gi HJ "Colonial Families 

of Southern American States11 by s. Pickett· Hardy): 
Fishbacks - Al exander, Amanda , Ann, Sue Katherine, Katherine, 
Caroline , Charles , Edward , Elizabeth, Alix Boerstler, Elmira, 
Frank K~, George , George Washington, Jacob, James, John, John 

·r Frederick, John Henry, John Hermann, John Jacob, iJohn Josiah, 
.. .' .John' Philip, Josiah, Louis Margaret, Martha Pickette, Martin, 
· Mary, Mary Hafer, Manorah, Nancy, Owen Thomas , Phoebe Ann. Ma~ 

r .ia, Philip, Robert, Thomas, William o., William Pi.nkney • 

.' At a Court held per adjournment from yesterday, the 2nd day of June, 
1724 ' for Spotsylvania Co ., Va., Harmon Fitshback (Herman Fishback) and 
his wife Kathrina and John Fitschback (born 1691) and his wife Agnes 
(Haeger) prove their right to take up land. 

' 4T 225 . The Washington-Wright connection: The second record of John 
Wright; Gent. is of his service as appraiser of the estate of the Ger­
man John Fishback of Licking Run -- the entry at page 43 of Will Book 
11 C11 for court session of 21 May, 1735 

John Fishback by his will dated Marci) 11, 1733, probated in Prince 
Wµliam Co., Va. March 19, 1734, devised to his son Frederick Fishback 
!~O acres of land on SE side of the Shenandoah~ 
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. pa ta 'from. the. family Bi ble . o~ .Freema~ Fishq<1ck, .b .• 9ept~ :),.,3., +7 ~9.; 
m .• Jan. J.;1. :~~J..7 to .Mary E. (Polly) J.a ckson, "b. '!'enn.· .. l798; d. Marcft-.:1, 
1850! , Freem~n ~ishback lived at Independence , Warren Co ., 11/.diana. 
They were the pa;r.e,nt~ o.:f : . . . . . . 

1. Hanna Fishback, b . Feb 9 , 1818; m. Apr . 7~ l e43 to ~otin. . MohJ;.ar 
2 and 3 . John G. and Richard W. Fishback~ twins, Oct . 4 , 1 819 

;,,-,, , 4 •. Anv. F;i.shback,.b.:" Apr 23, .1821; m. Ephrai m Hol dstalk. Qi;' Pittq-
1 :. :."'. · burg~, Pepnsy ;! vania . .. · , · · . ,",: ,. · . .., - . .. 

5. Katherine Fishback, b. Ja~. 20, 18.43 ; in. Sept 2, 1839 '. to · Enos 
K. Nutt. . . 

);;-.. :~. 6 .• '; ..James M:o I:is.aback), b . F~b . 21, 1.825 .. .... .. ; 
7. Al exas J . Fishpack, . b. Sept . 19, 1826 · '. ..... ~ . 
8 . William H. Fishba ck, b. J une 10, 1829. Lawy er at Olathe, Ras. 

,. ..... : . d . Cheyenp.e,. Wyo_. . 
9 . Sophia·~ M . Fishback , b . Feb . 27, 183~i .. , d~ D~_c. 22·,: 18?i; · c·~~ 

Noy . 22, 1850 to William A. Mohlar ~ . . . 
10. George Washington Fishback , b . Feb. · 22 ; .. l 833'; d; -M~·r. i, ~.S64 

(My great- grandfa ther . -- J M Carselowey) · ,_ . 
. , .11. Freeman Fishb~ck, Jr., b . Feb • . 5, 1835. /; .j 

(Note: Above data taken from Bible of Freeman and Polly Jackson 
Fishback, , which .was in pos.session of Mrs • . c .... C. Mc(::ormick, Osceola, 
Ne!b .;, daµg.hter of Ricf1arc;l .W. Fishback , · b. Oct • . 4, 1819 . · Mri?. ~ A. H. 
Proctor of 24A Wes.t 29-;-st : , Kansas City, Mo. ,. was aJ.so a ~au·g~:t;,e-i" of 
Rich_ard·A . Fish_back and only siste'r. of Mrs •. ~ •• 9. McC~.rmick. _;_~JMC) 

.-. . 

NOTES FROM LIBRARY ·oF CONGRESS 

P~oebe Fis.hba~k·, 1751..:1837 · (daug-nter of W:i.l;Liam Morgan, b ... Fauquier 
Co .;. . Va . Sept. 13, 1751 ; m • . Jacob Fishback .).·. They moved to !(,entucky. 
She bor~ el even children: William, John, James, Anna, Betsey; Jesse, 
Charles , Howard, Sallie, Lucy and Samuel Fisnback . She was Presbyter­
ian. She was calm, courageous , unlike (it states) her husband, Jacob 
Fishback who died 1821. Jacob was of nervous temperament . She sur­
.v.ived her husband 16 years . Had 50. years of married life together • 
.'She lived· to be .. 86 . She requested burial i n a sheet ,that. s he. hersBlf 
·had splJP. 66 years before . · · · · · · ' · 

.;. 

. ·:· 

Library of Congr ess Notes : 74- 24 , 11 Henning 1s Sta tutes of Virginia . 11 

Vol. 7, ,p • . 24., Ma:t>ch 1756; :29th . King Georg~ II to .the Mili~ic;, of the 
. ~opnty, Jof Pr .inq.e , William, viz . to .t wenty- one Troope,rs 1320 .~ach . fimong 
·the l .ist are Henry Kemper, John .fi::_; hback, e t c. . · · ~ 

4- T 221 -- Twelve families 
William Co ., Va . about 1721, 
Fishback, Kemper , etc • 

of .pr osperous Germans 
among them Holtzcl aw, 

loca ted i~ Prince 
Weaver, Rector, 

. ~:'.'.-fIV ·231: - ~VII - The Great Fork of the Reppehanning (Rappa,hannock). 
This Ger manna founded 1714 by Governor Spotiwood • . First. c61on~~.ts were 
12 German f amilies of the Reformed Church. Among them were John Kemp­
er and John Herman Fischback a nd John Jacob Fishbach Rector. 
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William NelSbfr- Rector Bea:)..l., Brig. Gen. CSA , Capt of 2nd US Cavalry, 
entered West Point~a cacfet from Arkansas where his family lived. Capt. 
Beall resigned his commission and entered the Confederate Army. He 
commanded a brigade of Cavalry CSA at Corinth, and a brigade of Infan­
t r y CSA at Port Hudson. 

. . 
William · L". Cabell·, US Army officer, r esigned commission and enter ed 

Confederate army . He married Harriett Amanda Rect or, eldest daughter 
"6f Ma j or Elias Rector, b. Sept. 28, 1802 Fauquier Co., Va.; d. Fort 
Smith, Ark: Nov~ 22, 1878. He was youngest son of Col •. Wharton Rector. 
Major Elias Rector b. in Little Rock, Ark. 1825 and moved to Fort Smith 
iri 1837 'and lived there 41 years. Bri g . Gen . W. L. Cabell CSA command­
ed a· ·cavalry brigade in the Tr ans - Mi ss Dept. (Note: The Dallas (Texas) 
Cabeils a r e from the Rector-Fishback line . -- JMC) 

Will of John Fishback 1691-1734 

John Fishback was b. July 12, 1691 in the village of Trappbach, Ger­
many . Came to Virginia 1711.J . (Data from "Virginia County Records," 
published 1910 and in Congressional Library in Washington.) Quote: 
11 Fishback, Page 118-129 . Page 118 is will of John Fishback of Licking 
Run, Prince William County, dated 11th March 1733 and probated 19th 
March 1734. ' To my wife Mar y Doarturty (Daugherty) and after her death 
to my son, John Jacob Fishback, to son Harmon Fishback, to son John 
Philip Fishback, to son Joseph (Josiah) Fishback, to son Frederick 
Fishback, to cousins, J acob Fishback, etc. Executors -- John Kemper 
and Harmon Fishback (b . 1691; brother of John Fishback 1691-1734). 

· "' I John Fishback •••• give unto my living wife Mary Doartarty the 3rd 
of my movables ; 2nd l and during her life and after her decease to my 
son John Frederick Fishback land on the south s ide, to my son Henry 
Fishback , the north side. I give to my daughter Catren Rector f ifty 
acquers where Henry Haeger doth live; I give to my daughter Elizabeth 
Fishback a hundred eakers; I give to my sons Harmon Fishback, John 
Jacob Fishback, John Philip Fishback and Jossie (Josiah) Fishback Ten 
hundred and 20 akers . I do constitute John Kemper and Harmon Fishback 
my sol e executors . Seal ed this 11th day of 'March 1733. 111 

Descendants of Har mon Fishback, the immigrant. He was brother of 
John 1691 Fishback and Elizabeth Fishback , b . 1687 who m. John Jacob 
Rector. ··From Reuben Dewitt Fishback, which also contains pictures of 
Fishback and the family coat- of- arms (Fischbach - Vischbach), seal 
dated March 24, 1359 . Hermann Fischbak (Ger man spelling), born March 
21, 1693 a t Trappach near Siegen in Westphalia , Ger many . He and his 
brother John in fall of 1713 joined a colony to London, Engl and to sail 
to the USA . His son and namesake Harmon Fishbach born 1741. In 1745 
there was a marriage contract drawn up between older Hermann Fishbach 
ahd Mary Noe, intended second wif e . Harmon, the son, married Christena 
Hoffman, daught er of John Hoffman (Book# 6, pg . 178 of Fauquier Co., 
Va.). Children of Harmon (second 1741) are Agatha, Rosanna, James , 
Frances, Sarah, Elizabeth, Benjamin, Thomas , Lucy, Leanna, Mary, J ohn. 



Jac9p Fishp~ck, b~ 1749, was a sol dier i n the Revolution and fought 
f:.•om 1778 .. to. close pf . war~ lfe died in Highl and Co ., Ohio in-. 1826~ .He 
;,rn. s t he· stii·cond son of' Harmon Fishback (1693) . ,. 

T . -. • ) ; . I ... 

- J 
.' .• ~ 

Geo1·ec Washington Fis~back, b. Feb. 22, 1833; do Mar. 1 , 1864; was 
bo!'n at Iridepend.ence , Warren Co ., Indiana . He was son of Freeman F-ish­
oack (b o Sept. 13, 1780) . (&l.itor 1s note : He was the great -grandfather 
of James M ~ Carselowey, the author of ' the Fishback Notes . -- WJL) He 
was a schqol t ·3acher at Jacksboro, Texas in 1864 and was ki l l :;;d . east 
of Jacksboro by bushwhackers~ He married 1853 'or 1854 Ma hal da ,Ann 
Neace wno was b. Aug'25; 1839 in Maniteau Co . , Mo. and d . Oct 8, 1923. 
She was t~1e daughter of IreneousR. Neace (b. Nov. 5, 1861; d . Apr. 16, 
1879) and Lucinda Louise .Allen (b . Dec . 25, 1818; d . Jan . 15, 1884). 
The Neaces \iere married Jan. 14, 1836 . Mahal da Ann Neace, 4 years old 
went to Texas with her parents in Nov . 1843 and settled in what i s now 
Tarratlt Coo but was then known as Navarrow Dist., t he outs i de settle­
ment of frontier Texas~ G. W. Fishback of Warren Co. , I ndiana , went 
to Texas in 1853 or 1854 and married Mahal da Ann Neace. They became 
the parents of three cnildren: . 

·' 'rJ~rcella Geneveria Fishback, b . March 14, 1852 
. A:onzo Man.ford Fishback, b . Nov. 1, 1857; d. J~n. 29, 1939 
Freeman Verner Fishback, b . ca Dec . 14, 1859 

Alonso Manford Fishback married Lavern~ Ann Dawson, Dec. 6 , 1877 at 
EG~riett.a Creek, Texas . Witnesses were R,ev . Bernett , David Smith and 
:U . B, Ivle . Laverna Ann Dawson was b . August 7, 1859 at Hunt s.ville, 
.!'.::·:c. , daughter of Captain Jasper Dawson and Delil ah Jane Ivie. She 
died ·Ja:i . 11, 1937. (Editor ' s note : Alonzo M.· Fishback and Laverna 
Dawson Fishback are grandpar ents of our author, James Manford Car se­
-:i.o~vy . ·-- WJL) 

John Fishback, b. July 12, 1691; d . 1734, was bor n Village of Trapp­
b&ch, Germany. He belonged to or was a member of the Ger man Reformed 
Church at Siegen, Germany . There were' onl y three child.ren: Elizabeth 
1687; John 1691; Harmon 1693. El izabeth Fishback married at Siegen, 
Germany, · John J ~coh ·Rector and they went to Maidstone , · ~gland wher e 
their ·son, John ·Rector (b. 1713) was born . Later', the faffiil y came to 
Virginia from Sngland. ' · 

No~-r , the two brothers, John and Harmon, joined a few more and came 
to Germanna , Spotsylvania Co., (now Orange Co~) Va. in April of 1714. 
About 1721, John Fishback moved to Ger mantown, Fauquier Co . , Va. They 
were a few famil ies of wel l-to-do Germans brought to Virginia by t he 
G~vernor to operate mines (blast furnaces). They apparently had t he 
know- how . 

John Fishback married about 1713 Agnes Haeger (b. Nov . 26, 1697; d. 
ca 1725 in Germqntown, Fauquier Co., Va. They were the paren~s of Anna 
Catharine Fishback (b . 1714, who in March 1733 mar.ried John Rect or.) 
He was t he son of John Jacob Rector and Elizabeth Fishback, both born 
Germany . 
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John Jacob Rector, b . 1682 , married Feb . 17, 17~1 i n Si egen, Germany 
to- Elizabeth Fishback , b . 1687 . This coupl e j oined t he 12- f amily col­
ony ,that went t q V_irgi ni a . As not ed above , .t hey spent the winter in 
Maidston~ , Eng-land,, wher e t heir son, J ohn Rector, was born 1713. Thus , 
John Jacob Rector (b . 1682 ) and wife El izabeth Fishback (b. 1687) and 
their s on, John Rector (b . 1713 in Engl and) are al l f ull-blood Germans. 

Virginia County Recor ds , p. 118, Prince William Co., will of J ohn 
Matthews Fishback, school master, 24 Feb . 1793 - - To Mar y, daughter of 
J osiah Fishback and Ann his wife - - l and i n Lincoln Co., Ky. 

US Ar my Regi ster 1861-65 list s 1st Lt . Henry Fishback, June 1 , 1865, 
lS~h Regt . , Union Ar my. · · . 

P. 606 - 1s t Lt . John P. Fishback, 4 Dec . 1864" in 111 th Regt Union 
Ar my . Fought at Gettysburg . 

L~qrary of _Congr ess l is t of 12 German families who set tled in Va . in 
1714. I n April i114, t~is ··Col .ony was···settl ed at Germanna , . on t he south 
s i de of t he Rapidan River in· the N. E. cor ner of what is now "'Orange ·· 
( then E~sex) Co. ·, Va ., .. aboG.t 25 miles above Fredericksbur·g·, Va·. Their 
names wer e : 1. John Kemper , 2 . Jacob Holtzclaw, 3. J ohn Spillman, 4. 
Jqhn Mar t i n, 5. J ohn and Hermann Fi s hback (pr obabl y counted as one), 
6; John Hoffman, 7. Joseph Cuntz (Coow), 8 . Pet er Hi t t, 9. J ohn Jacob 
Rj,ckar:t (Rec t or ) , 10 . Dillman lveaver, 11·;· Mil chert (Mel chi or) Br ambach 
12 • John Henry Haeger. · 

From Church Ar chives of Vir gini a - - Obituary notices in Rel i gious 
Herald: · 

.Fishback, Colonel Frederick, Jan .~ 2S , 1849 . ( He was the f at her of 
Arkansas Governor William Meade Fi shback . ) ' 

Fis hback,. Martin, Eeb . 2q , 1842 . This may be t he father of Colonel 
Fr.eder ;ick Fishback . ( CoJ.onel Fishback died Nov. 13 , .1848 and t he paper 
publ i shed the obituary J an. 2S , 1849 , al most l~ mont hs l ater . ) 

Sophia Ann Fishback, wi fe of Col onel Fishback. She di ed Dec. 6, 1874 
and her obituary _appeared March 4, 1875 . 

Trie name of Fishback derives ' from two common names fish and bach. 
Bach means a smal l str eam of water . When surnames f i rst came i nto 
general use , a certain per son lmown as John l ived (born) near t he Bach 
(s t r eam) that had fish in it . The other John l i ved near the Bach wi t h 
no f i sh. To dist ingui sh them one was called J ohn Fishbach. This J ohn 
was prior t o 1623 . He married , on .Nov . 23, 1631; . son born - - named 
him also John. This John married - - son born March 1661, cal led Philip 
Fi schbach, he married Elizabeth Hei nbach March 30, 1683. They became 
parents of : 

1. El izabeth Fi schbach, b . 1689, m. John Jacob Rector 
2. John Fishbach, p . 12 July 1691 
3. Her mann (Har mon) , b . 21 Mar ch 169 3 . 

Marriage Bonds i n Fauquier (l ater Fairfax) Co., Va .; Jos i ah Fi shback 
and Sue Nelson Dec . 12, 1768 ; Jacob Fi shback and Phebe Morgan, Feb . 18, 
1771; John Fishback and Al ice Morgan June 17, 1771. 
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2f",;. . 109 - - This ~·en!:lalogy· of the ' Fishbacks,. beginning with J.ohn 
Fish~?9~~ .. who ezn?-g~ated from near Siegen, Germany · i_n 1714 -- · doW!l to 
1914,. is. a valuabJ,.e addition to early American· history. Among the pic­
tures (p.· 19- 23) _ are the birthplace of John Fishbach, the village of 
Fi$chbachber g ; ".Fi eetwood" Virginia, home of John Frederick and Mar tin 
F'i'§.hba .. ck; portr a it of Jacob Fishbach 1749-182·1, and the Reverend James' 
~~~-h~ack , _ M.. D. 1776-;I.845; and a por t r ait of William Meade Fishback, 
d9.ve:rn~r of Arkahsas 1893- 95 • 

.. ;:- ***-~ .. 

· The i'o-llowing notes were written by Reuben D. Fishback of Cincinnati 
Ohi .o 1928 and were published in 11Magazine of History and Bi-ography, " 
publi shed by Old Domini on Press, hichmond, Va. : 

_By .Reuben D. Fishback -- I wish to correct an error in the Fishback­
Rector-Haeger genealogies . The Fishback Family by Hillis M. Kemper, in 
1914, p . !33 , ·states that John Jacob Rector married Elizabeth Haeger, 
daughter of Henry Haeger of the·Germanna , Va . Col ony 1714 On p . 83 he 
a~ain states this. · 

... • .! . •• • 

' 'By Josiah H. Shinri on p. 374 of "Pioneers and Makers 11 of Arkansa·s, 
the same statement is made . The fact is : John Jacob ·Rector married 
Elizabeth Fi~hback, daughter·of Philip--'{'166I) and Elizabeth Heinbach 
Fishback on Feb . 17, 1711, as recorded in the German Reformed Churcn 
in Siegen, Germany . . ,.. . 

Elizabeth Fishback was born in 1687 and is a sister of John Fishback 
(b. 12 July 1691) and Harmon Fishback (b• 1693) in Tr appbach; Germany . . . 

John R,ector , son of John Jacob Rector and Elizabeth Fisqback _Rec for 
married Ann Catnerine Fishback, daughter of John ( 16~1) and Agnes Hae­
ger Fishb~ck in March 1753 . 

Another error in 11 Pioneers and Makers of Arkansas 11 -- The claim is 
that John Fector and his wife Ann Catherine were both born in 1707. 
He (John Rector) was born in Maidstone , England 1713. She , (Ann Cath­
erine Fishback) was born in Germanna, Va . 1714 . This is given on p. 83 
Of Tubbet Genealogy. 

2J-Wl~223: Note from Genealogy of Fishback Families in America 1714-
1914, compiled by Willis Miller Kemper and published·by Mackay Taylor, 
~wTu~ : · 

These first 12 German families were brought to America by Governor 
Alex Spotswood to be engaged · in developil)g of mines . Pastor·of the 
Colony was John Henry Haeger, born a t Autzhausen (Germany) 164h, and 
among the l eading settlers was John Fi shback . He married Haeger's 
daughter Agnes. Mr . Kemper , author of the John Fishback biography, is 
a descendant of John Peter Kemper and his wife Elizabeth, daughter of 
John Fishback . 

.. 
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