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Fletcher 
Family History 

By J.B. Hogan 

T he Fletcher family of the Baldwin community here in 
Washington County has a long and storied history. 
Tracing their ancestry to colonial America, present-day 
Fletchers count Revolutionary War, War of 1812, and 

Civil War veterans among their predecessors. 
Reaching Northwest Arkansas by way of Virginia and Ken

tucky in the early 1820s, 1 the Fletchers settled in the Baldwin 
area and the stones and monuments dedicated to them in the 
Hester Cemetery (Baldwin), as well as the King Cemetery in 
Harris, Arkansas bear witness to their impact on the county. 

From present day members of the family like Jimmy Fletch
er, now of rural Fayetteville, the genealogical path leads back to 
Robert Fletcher (Sr.), who served two tours of military duty with 
Virginia Regiments during the American Revolution. 2 

The youngest son of John Fletcher, of Chester County, Penn
sylvania and Eleanor Hindman Fletcher, born in Londonderry 
County, Ireland, Robert Fletcher (Sr.) was born sometime be
tween 1738 and 17 45 in Chester County, Pennsylvania. By no 
later than 1749, the Fletcher family had moved to Augusta 
County, Virginia. 3 

On June 12, 1777, Robert Fletcher (Sr.) enlisted for three 
years as a Private in Captain Richard Stevens' Company of the 
10th Virginia Regiment, which was actually commanded by Col
onel Edward Stevens. Family genealogical records indicate that 
Robert Fletcher (Sr.) was hospitalized (no reasons given) from 
July 1777 until March 1778. 

After leaving hospital in 1778, Robert Fletcher (Sr.) enlisted 
again for a term of about three months, this time to replace his 
brother John Fletcher. Robert Fletcher (Sr.) served in Captain 
Samuel Haw's Company of the 1st Virginia Regiment command
ed by a Colonel Woodford.4 

Robert Fletcher (Sr.) had two older brothers: Jobe and John 
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A FLURRY OF SCRIP AT THE OUTSET OF THE CIVIL WAR 

The prosperous Stirman & Dickson mercantile on the Fayetteville square is
sued notes on January 25, 1862, at Fayetteville. James Harvey Stirman and 
Joseph Dickson were among the leading merchants in Fayetteville at the 
beginning of the Civil War. 

Stirman & Dickson added to the cachet of its notes by working with other 
merchants in Arkansas and the Indian Territory who would also redeem the 
notes. The other merchants included Mayers & Bro. of Fort Smith, White & 
Hanley of Van Buren, Shaw & Lanigan of Fort Gibson, and S.H. Tucker and Co. 
of Little Rock. 

The value of these two notes dropped precipitously in February when 
Confederate troops, evacuating Fayetteville at the approach of Union troops, 
set fire to many of the city's buildings that might hold military value, which 
included the Stirman & Dickson store. 

+ 
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Photograph courtesy of Jimmy Fletcher 

The gravestone of Job(e) Fletcher, King's Cemetery, Harris Community, 
Washington County, Arkansas. 

Page 33 



FLASHBACK 

Photograph courtesy of Jimmy Fletcher 

The gravestone of Robert Fletcher (Jr.), King's Cemetery, Harris Commu
nity, Washington County, Arkansas. 

Jr. Jobe moved from Virginia to Kentucky in 1779 and John Jr. did 
the same in 1800.5 

Prior to the war, around 1763, Robert Fletcher (Sr.) mar
ried Christian Febiger in Virginia. They had two sons: John and 
Robert Fletcher Jr. Little is known of John Fletcher, but Robert 
Fletcher Jr. was born July 19, 1788, in Rockbridge County, Vir
ginia. On June 25 or 26, 1811, he married Mary "Polly" Wilson 
in Christ ian County, Kentucky. Polly Wilson Fletcher was born 
November 3, 1795, in Harden County, Kentucky.6 

Robert Fletcher Jr. and Polly Wilson Fletcher had ten chil
dren, the first four born in Kentucky. The oldest, John was born 
in 1811, followed by Timothy Henry, 1813; Jobe, 1815; Eliza, 
1818; and Elizabeth, known as Betty, 1820.7 

On June 18, 1812, war broke out between the United States 
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FLETCHER FAM ILY HISTORY --------

Photograph courtesy of Jimmy Fletcher 

The gravestone of Polly Fletcher, wife of Robert Fletcher (Jr.), King's 
Cemetery, Harris Community, Washington County, Arkansas. 

and Great Britain. On August 23, 1812, Robert Fletcher Jr. en
listed in the Kentucky Militia for a six-month tour of duty. He 
served in Captain John W. Shirley's Company, Barbee's Regiment 
in the Kentucky Militia.8 After the war, around 1820-1821, Rob
ert Fletcher Jr. moved his family to Baldwin, Arkansas. Five more 
children were born in Baldwin beginning with James Alexander, 
1822; Andrew Jackson, 1824; Jesse L., 1829; Mary Ann, 1832; 
Robert III, 1833; and Nancy A. 1834.9 

During the Civil War, other Fletchers continued the tradition 
of serving in the military. On October 26, 1861, John C. Fletcher 
enlisted as a private in Company E, 1st Battalion, Arkansas Cav
alry (Confederate). On December 6, 1861, Robert and William F. 
Fletcher also enlisted as privates in the same Company E.10 

At the time, Company E was commanded by Captain William 
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FLASHBACK 

Fletcher family, 1929. From left: John Howard Fletcher, Sarah Ellen Enyart Fletcher 
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FLETCHER FAMILY HISTORY 

Photograph courtesy of Jimmy Fletcher 

(holding granddaugher Audra Marie Fletcher) and Charles Clifford Fletcher. 
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FLASHBACK 

Photograph courtesy of Jimmy Fletcher 

Jimmy Fletcher, Army basic training photo, Fort Chaffee, Arkansas, 1958. 
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FLETCHER FAMILY HSTOR Y 

Photog raph courtesy of Jimmy Fletcher 

Charles Clifford Fletcher, holding grandson Shahn Fletcher, 1966. 

H. Brooks. Among the company officers was 2nd Lieutenant E. 
I. "Ras" Stirman who later became the youngest Colonel in the 
Confederacy and after the Civil War served as mayor of Fayette
ville.11 

John C. Fletcher was mustered out of the military in January 
or February of 1863 because he was "Left sick in Arkansas."12 

William F. Fletcher became a pr isoner of war after being cap
tured July 4, 1863, at Vicksburg, Mississippi.13 Robert Fletcher 
died February 19, 1863, at Grenada, Mississippi. 14 

Jobe Fletcher, older brother of Robert Fletcher, III, was born 
December 4, 1815, in Kentucky. Settling with his family in Bald
win, Arkansas, Jobe became a farmer and a wagon maker and on 
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FLASHBACK 

Photograph courtesy of Jimmy Fletcher 

John Howard Fletcher, 80th birthday, 1989. 
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FLETCHER FAMILY HISTORY 

COMMONWl!:ALTM 01'" KENTUCKY 

DEPARTMENT OF MILITARY AFFAIRS 
or,.1ce; 0,. THE ,..DJUTANT GENERAL 

FRANKFORT 40601 

H Augaat 1964 

i:.te ot Appoln1a01lt CIJ' lnl.iatmmrt1 ADguat za. 1812 

'l'o what tlao lilrgagocl or lal1atoc11 81.z IDODtba 

Prom Roll ot Capt John lf. Shirley•• co •• Buboo•a Roghmnt. !entuoty 
Yilits.a. 

• • • • • • • • • • • • 
-X oertify that tho •bow la a t:ruo and OOJTeot statement ot aenioo 
tor tho a'bon montiono4 person as toum on tile in tho ottioo ot !be 
Adjutant Gena-al. Cammonwealth ot !entuoky1 F:ranktort. Kentucky.• 

POK mB ADJUTUT OIHBRAL1 

q~,p~~~~ 
Major. At1S (Rot) 

• Rooorda Caatodian 

Document courtesy of Jimmy Fletcher 

Robert Fletcher (Jr.), copy of War of 1812 statement of service. 

January 23, 1840, married Sarah Ann Williford who was born 
December 5, 1821 in Tennessee. Jobe and Sarah Fletcher had 
thirteen children, only eight of whom reached adulthood.15 

The fourth oldest surviving child, John Franklin Fletcher, 
born at Baldwin, Arkansas on March 4, 1849, married Mary Jane 
Enyart of Fayetteville, Arkansas on September 10, 1876. This 
union produced five children who reached adulthood, including 
Charles Clifford Fletcher who was born April 20, 1887, in Bald
win, Arkansas.16 
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FLASHBACK 

On June 17, 1908, Charles Clifford Fletcher married Lou 
Emma Eacret, born March 26, 1886, in Red Star, Madison Coun
ty, Arkansas. They had two children: Thelma Ruth, born Octo
ber 2, 1910, and John Howard, born February 3, 1909. On July 
21, 1928, John Howard Fletcher married Audra Beatrice Phil
lips, born December 24, 1908, in Wyman, Washington County, 
Arkansas. This union produced two children: Audra Marie, born 
May 28, 1929, and Jimmy Lee, born February 10, 1940.17 

More recently, the late Dr. Donald Fletcher, well-known chi
ropractor in Fayetteville, was honored by having Fletcher Ave
nue named after him and his family. Dr. Fletcher passed away on 
September 14, 2009, in Fort Smith, Arkansas.18 

The following family tree begins prior to the Revolution
ary War with prime progenitor John Fletcher of Pennsylvania 
and Virginia and ends seven generations later with Jimmy Lee 
Fletcher of Baldwin and Fayetteville, Arkansas.19 

Fletcher Family Genealogy20 
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John Fletcher (1717-1758) m. (ca.1735-1739) Eleanor 
Hindman (1719-1790) 

Jobe 
John 
Robert 

Robert Fletcher (ca.1738-1745 -1796) m. (1762) 
Christian Febiger (ca. 17 46-1800) 

John 
Robert Jr. 

Robert Fletcher Jr. (1788-1856) m. (1811) Mary "Polly" 
Wilson (1795-1875) 

John 
Timothy Henry 
Jobe 
Eliza 
Elizabeth (Betty) 
James Alexander 
Andrew Jackson 
Jesse L. 
Mary Ann 
Robert III 



FLETCHER FAMILY HISTORY 

Nancy A. 
Jobe Fletcher (1815-1875) m. (1840) Sarah Ann Willi-

ford (1821-1888) 
Mary Jane 
JamesW. 
Lorana 
Martha (twin) 
Margaret (twin) 
John Franklin 
Sarah Elizabeth 
Robert Jobe 
Analiza 
Francis A. 
Thomas M. 
Alice Magdaline 
Amanda B. 

John Franklin Fletcher (1849-1898) m. (1879) Sarah El-
len Enyart (1858-1942) 

Leland Alonzo 
Bessie Leonara 
James Franklin 
Charles Clifford 
Thomas E. 
Martin Edward 
Gertrude 

Charles Clifford Franklin (1887-196 7) m. (1908) Lou 
Emma Eacret (1886-1952) 

Thelma Ruth 
John Howard 

John Howard Fletcher (1909-2001) m. (1928) Audra 
Beatrice Phillips (1908-1997) 

Audra Marie 
Jimmy Lee 

END NOTES 
1. Fletcher family genealogical records. 
2. National Archives search, May 23, 1947, Mrs. 0. L. Fletcher, Temple, Texas, and on

line ancestor search of Daughters of the American Revolution (DAR) website, 
Mickey Clements, Reference Librarian, Grace Keith Genealogy Collection, Fay
etteville, Arkansas Public Library, April 27, 2011. 

Page 43 



FLASHBACK 

3. Fletcher family genealogical records and online ancestor search of Daughters or 
the American Revolution (DAR) website, Mickey Clements, Reference Librarian, 
Grace Keith Genealogy Collection, Fayetteville, Arkansas Public Library, April 
27, 2011. 

4. Fletcher family genealogical records. 
5. Ibid. 
6. Ibid. 
7. Ibid. 
8. Department of Military Affairs, Commonwealth of Kentucky, Statement of Service, 

War of 1812, 24 August 1964. Robert Fletcher, Jr.'s service in the War of 1812 
is also corroborated by the listing of his wife Mary "Polly" Wilson in the Wid
ows of 1812 Veterans Pension roster, Flashback, publication of the Washington 
Country (AR) Historical Society, Vol. VII, No. 4, July 1957, p. 9. 

9. The children of Robert Fletcher, Jr. and Mary "Polly" Wilson are listed in the 1840 
and 1850 Federal Census of Washington County, Arkansas. 

10. Arkansas History Commission Certification of Confederate Service, Old State 
House, Little Rock, Arkansas, February 8, 1966. Private Robert Fletcher is listed 
in the roll of Company E, First Battalion, Arkansas Confederate Cavalry. This 
unit was organized in Fayetteville, Arkansas, October 9, 1861. 

11. Campbell, William S., One Hundred Years of Fayetteville 1828-1928, Fayetteville, 
Arkansas, 1928, pp. 26, 45, and 98. 

12. Arkansas History Commission Certification of Confederate Service, Old State 
House, Little Rock, Arkansas, February 8, 1966. 

13. Ibid. 
14. Ibid. 
15. In the 1850 Federal Census of Washington County, Arkansas, only three children 

were as yet listed for the Jobe and Sarah Ann Williford Fletcher family. 
16. Fletcher family genealogical records. 
17. Ibid. and author interview with Jimmy Fletcher, 2010. 
18. Obituary, online at www.lewisfuneralchapel.net 
19. Fletcher family genealogical records. 
20. Ibid. 

+ 
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Fletcher Fami ly FLASHBACK 

Artwork courtesy of Diane Metzger 

A drawing of Erasmus I. "Ras" Stirman as he appeared in Confederate uni
form. Stirman, who lived in Fayetteville at the time the war started, served 
in the trans-Mississippi throughout the war. 
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FLETCHER FAMILY 
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EEERENCE ONJ;l 
QUERIES 

The Circuit Rider 

Queries are free to SCGS members. Please limit each query to 75 words. Limit of two queries per 
quarterly. 

1995-17 
MORGAN 
CLIFFORD 
MEISNER 

1995-18 
WRIGHT· · 
WILSON 
COOPER 

SIMPSON 
JOHNSON 
1995-19 

1995-20 
LEE 
WAGNER 
EARNEST 

1995-21 
LACY 
HUGHES 

1995-22 
DONNER/ 
DON 

NOR 
BETTIS 

VOL. XXVll - No. 2 

Seeking info on my g-grandparents Henry M. & Mary (MORGAN) 
(CLIFFORD) MEISNER. Mary b 12 Feb 1848 Wales, d 26 Oct 
1935 Spfd.,IL, m #1 Charles CLIFFORD 1868, wid 1872; m #2 
Henry MEISNER 10 Dec 1873 Menard Co.,IL. Henry b 14 Mar 
1835 Prussia, d 2 Apr 1906 New Douglas, Madison Co., IL. Henry 
was a coal miner; have no info prior to his m to Mary. 
Shirley Fuhrmann, 3501 St Francis Dr., Springfield, IL 62703 

Researching the WRIGHT-WILSON families. John WRIGHT b 
23 Nov 1805, d 19 May 1852. m Helen WILSON in Dumfries 
Scotland. Came to Riverton, IL in 1844, settled in Clear Lake T"Wp, 
had 11 ch. They m into the COOPERS, SIMPSONS JOHNSONS. 
Would 

like 
info from families of above and info on the WILSON fam. 

Wayne Wright, PO Box 432, Panama City, FL 32402 

Seek info on records pertainingto employees of the Chicago and 
Alton Rail Road from 1860 to 1920. Anyone knowing of a source 
for these records, please contact: 
Dan Dixon, 901 W Jackson, Auburn, IL 62615 

Seeking info birth of Henrietta Matilda, ch of Solomon & Isabelle E. 
EARNEST. Need siblings & anc's. Also info on Ancestors from PA. 
Info on Harvey LEE, b ca 1790-1800, d ca 1847-1848. Believe 1st 
wife was Henrietta. Wife of William EARNEST was a WAGNER. 
Need info as to births, deaths, sibblings, places of residences. 
A lso 1830-1840 census records. 
Lorene Marie Dalrymple, 9143 South Bell, Chicago, IL 60620 

Seeking burial year and place of Ellet LACY and wife Sarah nee' 
HUGHES. They lived in Jersey County IL in the 1850's. 
Thomas J. Anthony, 781 Southshlre Dr, St Louis, MO 63125. 

Tobias and Nancy DONNER were husband and w ife. Who were 
their parents? Their ch were Green Berry DONNER, Louisa 
DONNER, Jonathan C. DONNER. Mary Ann DONNER, Barbara 
DONNER, George Washington DONNER and Nancy J DONNER. 
Any info greatly appreaciated. 
Dr F.Paul Schilling, 2240 Paloma St., P3sadena, CA 91104-4923. 

ORAl\1~:- r:'0 ' 'i\!TV CALIFORl~IA 
GE1'Jtf\LUl:i1CAL SOCIETY 
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The Circuit Rider 51 

Marriages of the lfletchers - McElvains & l)ixons 

Job Fletcher to Margaret ___ ca. 1773 

And .. ew Ml~Elvain to Ma1·~n .. ct Wo.-kman ca. 1774 

.John Flekhc1· to l~lbaheth Mcl~lvain 5 lt,ebn1ary 1799 

Ja.mes IJ. Fletcher to ,Jane Mcl•:lvain I Octobca- 1801 

Ca1-y A. Patterson to Margaret l•lctchcr 26 November 1840 

Lewis 8. Richardson to Sarah Patterson 5 .January 1860 

Oliver F. Bettis to Margaret .Jane Patterson 20 July 1866 

John H. Gates to Ma1·tha Ann Patterson 20 .lanaury 1867 

James Lindsay to Martha Ann (Patterson) Gates 29 .January 1875 

Loren Gates to Mary Ca1·mody 23 .January 1895 

.Josiah Hooker to Maa·tha Ann (Patterson) Gates, Lindsay 16 .luly 1895 

Jan1es Everett Dixon to Mae L. Gates 16 July 1916 

Dale William Dixon to Anna Magdalen Madiar 21 September 1946 
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50 

he wnrkt·cl at Alli .s-
( ·ha1mcr< rel iring only a 
fow years ht•fore his clcafh 
on .Jmmary 12. I 9<i2. 

Mac 
L. 

((;ates) 
Dixon rai.<;ccl four or her six 
children fo adulthood 
(James Leo cliecJ August 24, 
19J7 and Dclht.'rf c1icd one 
clay after hirth that .'\amc 
~·car). Mae kl'pt hou" e at 
I03J West Monroe in 
Auhurn until the year 1987 
when. due to failing health. 
she was moved to Sunrise 
Manor Nursing llmne in 
Virden, Illinois. Then, in 
I 9R9, .i;;he wa.i;; mm·ccl to 
Pleasant Hill Nursing 
Home in (;irarcl. Illinois. 
Al the age or 99 r as of April 
25. 19951 she is st ill living 
and in fair health. 

On Septcmht'r 21, 
1946 my mother ;md father. 
Anna Magc1alcnc Madiar 
arul Dale William Dixon 
were maniecl in Vinlen. 
Illinois. Anna·s parents 
were Mary (llavach) and 
J11hn Mmliar. Mary was 
horn in Streator, lllinoi . ., 
and .John was horn in 

Tc p I irk a . N ova V l' s . 
Slovakia. Dall- and Anna 
lived at his grandmoOwr;s 
house (Mary Carmocl.v 
(;a((>s) in Aulmrn. Illinois 

for one year then moved 
into a four room house 
ahouf a hlork away. Dale 
ancJ Anna hacl four 
('hildn·n: James William. 
l\1ariannl', Ri('h:ml and 
Daniel Wayne. 

In 1946 
I>a Jc heg:i n 

working at the A11h11rn 
Markd, a lornl gron•ry 
store. lh

• 
also starkd 

working on the dfy nmndl 
as tlw dt_y dl'rk ancl a 
notary pnhlic In lhal sanw 
year he also hen1me the 
snmtmasfrr for the lm·al 
Roy Snmt Troop #56. All 
thn·c of these artivitics 
would last thirty years, with 
him ev(•flhtally hemming 
mayor of Auhurn. 

Anna has also 
worked most of lwr life. 
She worked at the ( 'ostley's 
(;rorcry Store in Virden, 
lllinoi.o; from 1942 to 194(1. 
In 

1948 
she al.i;;o went lo 

work al the Anh11rn 
Markel . Siu .. • was hin·c1 as 
a nwat wrappl'r hut .s ht• 
also worked 

a
.s a dcrk. Not 

only did she hl'lp support 
Dale in his politkal rnn·er, 
she also helped out with the 
Hoy Scouts ancl raist·d a 
family of four d1ilch·(•n. 
When the owners of tht• 
Aulmrn Market deri<ll'cl lo 
sell the store. she retirl'<I. 

After a pcriocJ of 
thirt.v year'\. the owru·r .s of 

The Circuit Rider 

th<.· A11h11 rn Market dedclcd 
to wll their husiness an<J 
Dalt• clcdc1cd lo retire from 
the cit,v rnundl and Boy 
Sn111ts. In 1976 Dale 
applit·d for and received a 
po.sition al the Illinois 
Depm·fnH.'llf or ;\grknllure 
as an inspcdor for the 
clivision of weights and 
mcasu res. 

( >n Dcremher 31. 
I 990 Dale retired from the 
I>t•1mrtment of Agriculture. 
lie now works at his hohhy 
of toy making and enjoys 
his family inducling his five 
gran<khildr·en and one 
grl'at gramlclanghll'r. 

The author of this 
artide. Daniel Wayne 
Dixon, was horn Man·h 3. 
I 9fl4. lie is a graduate of 
Auhurn High School, has 
nn Assndales of Arts and 
an Assodaks in General 
Ed11rnlio11 from Lincoln 
Land (. 'nmmunity College 
as well as a Bachelor of 
Arts and Master of Arts in 

Puhlir lli.c;tnry from 
SanJ!amon State University. 
( ·urrl'ntly. he is a Technical 
A.<;<;ndnte workinj! for the 
Linn1ln Legal Papers 
Projc('f in Springfield, 
Illinois . 
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The Circuit Rider 

supposed that it was there 
that she met her future 
hushand. ('ary /\.. 
Patterson. On Novemher 
26. 1840 she was marri<'d to 
('ary in the Orij!inal Town 
of Aubum hy ncv. William 
C (;reen!ear. After tlu.·y 
were marril•d, 

tll('y mov(•d to Cary Patkrson's farm 
near Athens, Illinois. 

While living in 
/\thens, Marearet (Fll'kher) 
ancl Cary /\. Patterson had 
hrn rhildrcn. Martha Ann 
was horn on May 14, 184] 
and Margaret .Jane was 
horn on .J~rnnar.v 4, 1847. 
Some time hetween 1847 
and 1850 ('aty. Margaret, 
Sarah Jane (a daughter 
from Cary's first marriage). 
Martha and MarJ!aret .Jane 
moved to Auhurn, 111innic;. 

On January 5. UU10 
Sarah married J .e .. , ·is n. 
Richardson. < )n July 20, 
I R66 M~1 ria rd .Jane 
married Oliver f. Rettis 
and on .fonuary 20, 18(17 
Martha Ann married John 
JI. <;ates. 

() f l h e t h r c.· e 
marriages ahove, lh<' 
author's connection is that 
of .John 11. (;ates and 
Martha Ann Palterson. 
Thnt marriage resulted in 
the hirth of one .son, Loren 
(;ates who was horn 
Scptemher 1. 18<17 in 
Auhtirn, Illinois (at this 
time Chere is also 
speculation that th<'y had a 
daughter nam<'cl Allie hut 
110 information (·an he 

ORA~ ' G[" r"1 :1\tTV CALIFOR!\fl/\ 
G£1~ -HLOGlvAL $0CIETY 

found to prove this point). 
Some time hetwc.·rn 

IH74 and 1875 the paper 
trail for .Jolm II. (;aces 

<Ii.sap pear .'i, 
John 

fliNI. 

apparently 
Martha Ann 

n•mankd lo .Janws Lind.'ia.v 
on .January 29. 1875. Tht'y 
had a two d1il<Jn•n: .Janu.•-; 
mul ,knnk

. 
Affrr lhc <kalh 

or possihl,v the clivor('C of 
h <' r scnind h 11 .'i h :rn cl. 
Martha Ann married 

.Josiah Bonker on 
Jul,v 

J<i, 1895. 
,Josiah di<•d August 21 . I <JOJ 
kaving Martha with no nrw 
diildrcn. She outlaskd her 
third hushand hy sevc.·n 
years dying at lhe age of 
Sl'Vcnty-lhn·e on Mardi IO. 
19IO. 

( )n .January B. 1895, 
in (;iranJ, Illinois. Loren 
( ; rt t e s nm r r i e d M a r y 
< 'armody, the daughter of 
.James :md Ilridgrl (Ahern) 
Carmody. Two {'hilcln•n 
Wl' rc the rcsu It of t hr 
nrnrriagc of I .orl'n ancl 
Mary: Mac I,. ancl I .orcn 
J ,('o (;ates. Mac I,. was 
horn in (;iranl. Illinois on 
April 25, 18% and Loren 

49 

I ..co wao; horn in J\uhurn, 
Illinois on Man:h 13, 1899. 

Loren (;ates worked 
for thl' railroad for most of 
his life as a flaj!man for the 
( 'hirngo & Alton Railroad 
and the (;utr, Mohile & 
Ohio lbilrna<I c:ompanies. 
lie would often sit (in his 
shanty 1war the rnilroad 
trafks) for hours in 
pr<'pa1·ed1tc.' SS to warn 
people of trains cominJ? so 
tht.',V \H'rt' not on the tnu:ks 
when the trains would pass. 
Mary (( 'armody) Gates was 
a honsckcl'pcr and ra:sed 
thrir two children. 

On .Jul_y 16. 1916 
Mac L. (;ates marrircl 
James Everett DiJton at the 
rnurthouse in Carlinville. 
The rC'sult of this marrielge 
was six d1ildren, four of 
who gn•w lo adulthood. 
The d1ildren were a s 
follows: John Lawrence, 
Dale William, James Leo. 
Mary ( 'atherine, Delhert 
and Dorothy Mae Dixon. 

James Everett Dixon. 
helter known in later life as 
(;randpa Dkkie, worked at 
several different johs 
during his lifetime. lie was 
an elec:f ridan during the 
I 920's, he owned a 
Chevrolet dealership in the 
(•arty part or that same 
drrn<le and the latter half 
or the 1920's he ran Dixon's 
Automotive Shop. Durin~ 

the 19.'0's he got a joh 
c:ollcding spcc:imens for the 
Illinois Stak Musrum. The 
remaining ~·cars of his life 
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As is .stal<'d in the 

1881 edition or the 11.bJJ.ff.Y. 
of S~11~mon_Cot1_1JJ.Y. Joh 
Sr. was one of the few 
memhcrs of the area of 
Sugar (·reek who was 

literate. •m it was natural 

that: 
"On the very night of 

his arrival in lhe 
wltlemcnt . Mr. Flekh(•r 
was '-·ailed to write th<· will 
of (;eorge (·ox. who nrnw 
tlu.· yl'ar . hcfon.· with ( hl' 
Drennan and l>od<ls 
familie.c;. Tha t w:1s the fir.st 
will from what 1s now 

S:mgamon eounfy ever put 
on record, and wa .s 
rcJ!istere<I at Edwardsville ." 
Sinre Joh Sr. was so readily 
needed for the writing of 
wills, letters and various 
legal documents. it is lik('l_y 

that he felt very wdrnme in 
the rnmnmnit_y and would 
naturally pa .ss this 
information on to his 
hrnther. .lanws in th<' 
letters he wrok. 

Jame.c; cledcll'cl in the 
Fall of 1828 lo move his 
entire family of cll'wn 
children and two mlulls to 

Sangamon County. Illinois . 
The trip took twenty-two 
days 11ml nights. It was 
m-complished h_y use of ox

team and wagon. {Jpon 
arrival. James hought an 
eighty acre trnd of land in 

s e l" t i o n t w e n t ~· - t w o • 
town.o;hip thirkl'll (now 
Auburn TownshiJJ) and 
hegan to sd up his 
wh('elwrigh t l111sim·ss. 

Anotht•r hrollu·r and 

wife joined lhe Flckher 
dan in lhr SprinJ! of HBO. 
.Io h n a 11<) EI i z ah e f h 

( Md~lvain) Fll'ldtl'r the 
story was told in th(' 1881 

l'dit ion of the II istory __ of 
~a n g a.1.1~ .f!!l __ ·-_(.·om~ ~)'. as 
follow": "The famil_v. 
indmling his son. Joh, with 

wift• and d1il<I. rnnsiskd of 
l'lcvcn J>l'rson, and llH'ir 
first pla('l' of residence wa" 
a loJ.! n1hin , sixkt·n frd 
.l\f l'l:IH'. lwlonginJ.! lo his 

hrofl1<•r Joh, who had 
IH'ot·cl·<kd him ('lcn·n 
Y('<lf'S." 

The year I ~UO was a 
n•ry tough one for the 
Flekher family. Thal year 
four memhers of the family 
di(•d: Mary, (daughter of 
.lamr.s & .Jane Fktrher) 
August 22, James. hushand 
of Jane (Mr Elva in) Fkkhrr 
on Sl•ptemh(•r 14. Fli:rnhdh 
( M <'EI v a i n ) FI t· I l' h c r 
St'pfemlwr 16 and .John 
Srpkmlu.•r I'>. This left 

onl.v one of th<· original four 
d1il<Jn·n of thl' Flekher
Md~lvain marriag<.·s . 

The Circuit Rider 

I ,en to fend for 
hl'rsl·lf ancl her eight 
n·maining children, Jane 
Fkkher <lid quite well as a 
form manager. As a result 
of h<'r hard work, most of 

hn dtildn·n lived to early 
d1ilill11ul(I or adulthood 
without the aid of a father. 
Jam· livc<I to the age of 
sixt_y-C'ight dying on 
Novemlwr 2. 18SJ. 

or th<' eight children 
that snniHd lheir father. 
Margarel. the second 
oldest. would iafer hecome 
fhe mother of Martha Ann 

Palkrson upon whose name 

l he Dixon family line 
<·on ned s wil h the Flekhers 
and Md~lvains. 

Ilorn March 13, 1808 
in Adair County, Kentucky. 
Margaret Flekher, the 
second eldest of the eleven 

diildrcn of .James and Jane 
Fl<'ll·hcr, l·ame to 
Sangamon ( 'onnty with hl'r 

par<'nfs in the Fall of 1828. 
Very little is known of her 

l·hildhoocl other than that 
she lwlpcd her mother care 
for the other rhildren of l he 
family and helped rnise the 
nops whirh kept them alin· 
and provided a means of 
finandal support. The joh 
of raising crops must have 

heen quite a hardship as 
agri<· 11 l tnre was 
acromplished virtually all 

hy hand from planting to 
harvest. Even though 
Margaret wa.<> a very husy 
person. she <li<I take time 
out for church and it is 
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History of the Ji.,lctchcr - Mcl~lvain, l>ixon Line 

Sim·e thl• •1ay that 
th<' first whih' p<'opk sd 

foot on the Ian<) whkh W<' 
now rnJI the t lnikd Stal<'" 

of Amerka. men & womC'n 
alike hnve heen anxious to 

t•xplon• or discover rww and 
wondrous l~ncls. 11 was 
this spirit of advC'nhn·t• 
whkh 1t•d to tilt' fir·sl IHl'll 

:uul women of f he Flekhcr 
ancl Md~lvain famili<'s Co 
<'ome ~o AmN ·ka frotn 
EnJ,?l:nul and Sn>tlatul. 

Some lime prior 
fn 1774 Andrew Md~lvain and 

MarJ?~Urt Workman m·rc 
married rn La1u·astcr 
( ·ounty, Pennsylvania. 

ArnuncJ the same lime. 
joined in wccllork a<t Mr. & 
Mrs. Joh Fletcher. The 
I\ 1 c EI va in s ha cl e i 'dt I 
dtilcJrcn during their 
married life: Elizaheth. 

William. Jane, Rt•hecrn 
(Polly), (;enrgc. Andrew, 
Maq~aret, ancl Sam1wl. 
The daildren of the Flckh€'r 
marria~c were: John, 
.J ame.<t n.. Joh. El izahct h . 
ancl AgnC's N:tll<'.Y· Of 11u.· 
ahove listed chilcln.'n, four 
interrnarriecl: Eliz:ihdh 
Md~lvain to Jolm Flekht.•r 
on Fehnrnry 5. 171)9 ancl 
Jane McElvain to Janwc; 
FIC'1d1er on ( ktoher I. 
1801. 

,Jmncs flekher was 
horn on .July 7, 1779 in 
norkhriclgc County. 
Viq~inin mul .Jane wa<t horn 

in llH' same rnunty 
Novt'mbcr 2, 17R5. They 
mm•t•cl to 

Aclair 
( 'onnty. 

Kt·ntm·k.v ht·lwet.·n 1804 and 
1805. 

l>11ring the tinw that 

. fomes & Jane Fletcher 
lind in Kcnlm·ky llwy hacl 
tkvcn d1ilcln·n

. Thl• 
nanws 

arc as 
follows: 

Joh I .. (not 
to hl· n111fu.wcl with his 
1111dc of llH' samt.' nanu'), 
Margan·f, ifohC'rf. Mary, 
Jaml'.S WashinJ!fon. 
Elizalwth, Nathan. nehC'ff:t 
F.. John, Martha. :incl 
Nanry. W ith 1mrh a lnrg<~ 

family to prodclc for, .Jame's 
was ronst:mlly working lo 

.support his family. 

Wh i h• I ivi ng in 

K<· nturk~·. James Fktdu·r 
took on the professions of 
wh<•clwriJ,?ht and farnwL 
As a whcclwriJ!hl, ii wa.<t 
likely that ,Jamcs hC'arcl 
many sforit•<; of lhl' JH' W 

West from lh<· people who's 
waJ!ons h<• was pn·paring 
for lhl• long jounw~· lh<',V 

would he laking. These 
storit.·s hdpt.'d to innease 
his anxi<•ti<·s of not hcing 
ahk In properly provide for 

his family. Another source 
of storiC's ahcmt the west 
came from his hrothcr Joh . 

Joh flekher Senior 
was horn No\'cmher 17. 
I 7 9 .'\ . 1t1 n o c k h r i d g c 
('ounly. Virginia. His 
fath€'1·. (the first Joh 
Fll'trhcr of this family to 
<·ome to Anll'rkn), died 
when he was an infant, and 
he ancl his mother, 
(Margaret Flckhet), moved 
with hcr elder son John, in 
the Auhnnn of 1808. to 
Logan ( ·manly. Kentucky. 
The nl'xt spring they moved 
to that part of Christian 
( 'onnty, Kcntm:ky whkh 
was later known as Todd 
County. It w:-ts in .John 
Fleh'ht'r's family Hrnt .Joh 
Fletrher Sr. grew to 
aclu1thoocl. 

During the War of 
IR 12. Joh Sr. served as a 
sol<lin for six months 
a.o;sisting in hurying the 
dead afkr the Battle of 
TipJH'c11mt'. On De<·cmher 
22. 1818 Joh Sr. marrit.•d 
Mary Kt.·rchncr. Thc 
rn11plt.· hacl one child horn 
to them in Kentucky and 
lhen movccl to Sangamon 
( 'ounty. lllinni.<t, arriving at 
lh<' area of Su~ar Creek 
(now Ball Township) on 
Nm·t'mlwr 11. 1819. 
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Margaret's death , their orphaned daughter was adopted by Herbert's brother, 
George. C hild: Margaret "Peggy" Fl etcher.197 

27. Carolyn Louise3 Fletcher (John2, Matthew' Punshon alias Fletcher, LukeA 
Punshon, Luke8, Georgec ), born 28 July 1894, Brooklyn; 198 died 24 June 1984, 
Santa Monica, Los Angeles County, California.199 She wed 16 September 19 19 in 
Brooklyn, Edgar "Ed" Lucien Woodward,200 who had been born 2 August 1889 in 
North Waterboro, Maine, to Charles and Vio la (Nason) Woodward. 201 

Carolyn was a highly trained and talented pianist and musician, who studied for 
many years in hopes of achieving success on the concert stage. Sh e never realized 
this ambition but rema ined throughout her life a fine and dedicated pianist. 202 Ed 
Woodward graduated from the Massachusetts Institute of Technology in 1911 as a 
mechanical engineer and worked for the S immons-Boardman Publishing Com
pany all his life as associate editor of two of the ir publications, Railway Age and 
Railway Locomotives and Cars.203 C hildren: Donald, N atalie , Betty Lou, and Doris 
Woodward. 

CONCLUSION 

Thus the story of Matthew Fletcher comes to an end , but only momentarily. 
Research continues. Too many unanswered questions and too much speculation 
remain to let this story close. The fam ily legends, though frayed and twisted here 
and there, promised an intrigu ing search . Treated with skepticism as well as 
respect, the traditions led to an even more fascinating saga. O ne wonders: how 
much of this Fletcher history would ever have been found with out them ? 

197. Persona l de tails have been furnished by Herbert S. Johnson of Sunny Isles Beach , Florida (whose firsr wife 
was Peggy Fletcher, Herbert Fletcher's daughter), and Carolyn Fletcher Woodward (Herbert Fletcher's sister). 

198. Info rmation supplied by Carolyn Fletcher Woodward . The 1900 U.S. census, Kings County (seen. 2 ), 
agrees with her data. 

199. Personal knowledge of rhe writer, her daughrer. 
200. Ma rriage record no. 14478 ( 19 19), New York Municipal Arch ives. 
20 1. Personal knowledge of the writer, his daughter. Edgar's academic t ranscript from MIT is the only known 

comemporarydocumem giving his birch date; see a lso \\'/ho's \Vho In Railroading (New York: S immons-Boardman 
Publish ing Co., 1930 ), ;n. 

202. Personal knowledge of the author. 
203. Edgar L. Woodward obituary, Railway Age (weekly journal) , 11 February 1980 , p. 49, col. l. 

Thomas Edison on Englishmen 

The tart wit of this American inventor is well known; but it is likely that Matthew 
Fletcher and his sons would not agree with one of Edison's observations: "Englishmen are 
not an inventive people. They do not eat enough pie ."- Webster's New World Dictionary 
of Q uotable Definitions, Zd ed. (New York: Webster's New World, 1988), 172. 

l. 
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Violet Anderson, who had been born 23 October 1890 to William and Marie 
(Tiner) Anderson187 and died in July 1951. Both Matthew and Violet are buried at 
Lutheran Cemetery on Long Island.188 

Matthew's formal education ended with grade school in 1891. He was thirteen. 
His entry into the workforce, as the family's eldest son, was possibly propelled by 
the 1890 recession. His first job was handling shingles at three dollars a week in 
Manhattan, where he walked to work across the Brooklyn Bridge. 189 Times would 
worsen after the Panic of 1893. Yet somehow he received training to match the 
technical bent that was likely his genetic heritage; his 1911 marriage certificate 
calls him a mechanical engineer. Eventually, Matthew worked for the Brooklyn 
Navy Yard as a naval architect. 190 He was an accomplished violinist and the 
patriarch of the family in Brooklyn after the death of his father. By Violet, he left 
two daughters: Lucille and Iris Fletcher. 191 

23. Howard Crosby3 Fletcher {John2, Matthew' Punshon alias Fletcher, LukeA 
Punshon, Luke8, Georgec), born 4 February 1880 in Manhattan; died 11 January 
1938 in Brooklyn. 192 He married 17 May 1911, in Brooklyn, Ada Van Deusen, 
daughter of Martin and Amelia (Kittell) Van Deusen.193 

Howard was a naval architect at the Brooklyn Navy Yard for many years, 
although he, like his brother Matt, had no formal education in that field. Howard 
assisted in designing the U.S. battleships Arizona, Florida, Indiana, New Mexico, 
New York, North Dakota, and Tennessee, plus several destroyers and gunboats. At 
the time of his death, the New York Times hailed him as the "principal naval 
architect of the construction and repair department of the planning division."194 

Children: Dorothy and Virginia Fletcher. 

26. Herbert Spencer3 Fletcher {John2, Matthew' Punshon alias Fletcher, 
LukeA Punshon, Luke8, Georgec), born June 1890 in Brooklyn, New York; died 
there 16 November 1932 at the Bay Ridge Sanitarium.195 He married Margaret 
Pender, probably in Brooklyn, but the date is unknown. Margaret was born about 
1894 and died in October 1929, leaving her young daughter motherless. 196 

Herbert, a manufacturer of chemical machinery, was gassed during service in 
World War I. He never fully regained his health. When he died, three years after 

187. Marriage certificate no 4392! [number unclear] (1911), New York City Municipal Archives, names 
parents of both bride and groom. Violet's birth date has been provided by her daughter, Lucille Fletcher Wallop. 

188. Lutheran Cemetery, Middle Village, Long Island. 
189. Information provided by his daughter, Lucille Aetcher Wallop. 
190. In his marriage certificate, Matthew is called a mechanical engineer. His death certificate, for which his 

wife was informant, gives his occupation as "naval architect." 
191. Information provided by his daughter, Lucille Fletcher Wallop. 
192. Howard C. Fletcher death certificate no. 1007 (1938), New York City Bureau of Vital Records. 
193. Marriage certificate no. 4386 (1911), New York City Municipal Archives. 
194. Howard C. Fletcher obituary, New York Times, 13 January 1938, p. 21, col. 3. 
195. Herbert S. Aetcher death certificate 22155 (1932), New York City Bureau of Vital Records. 
196. Tombstone inscription, sect. N, lot 2528, Mount Olivet Cemetery, Brooklyn. 
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1984, Santa Monica, California. 172 Carolyn married 16 September 1919 in 
Brooklyn, Edgar Lucien Woodward. 171 

8. Ellenor2 "Ne lly" Fletcher (Matthew' Punshon alias Fletcher, LukeA Punshon, 
Luke8 , Georgec), born 25 December 1845 in Austria (probably Vienna); died 22 
April 19 17 in Louisville, Kentucky. 174 She married 5 May 1869 in Louisv ille , Jesse 
Wyatt, 175 who had been born 16 May 1834 and died 7 March 19 12. 176 

Nelly is the on ly child of Matthew and Leocadia known to bear the name of 
someone in Matthew's family-that of his mother, Eleanor (Fletcher) Punshon . 
Both women were ca lled by the same nickname. Nelly's husband Jesse served with 
the Louisville police department all his life and made lieutenant by 1876.177 

C hildren of Jesse and Eleanor (Fletcher) Wyatt were as fo llows:178 

28 i. LI ZZIEJ WYATI, born about 1873 in Louisville. She married there in 1900, Jake 
Cornell , and apparentl y had a second husband of the surname Bell. 179 The 1968 
probate of Mary Fusting's estate leaves" 1/10 interest to the chi ldren of Lizzie 
Wyatt," who are named as Eleanor L. Cornell Southw ell, Bess Cornell C lawson, 
C harles Edgar Cornell , and John Gates Bell .180 

29 ii. GEORGE F. WYATI, born about 1875; married Mabel L. [-?-] .181 No further 
information. 

30 iii. GRACE WYATI, born in November 1877; married about 1905 in Louisville, 
Gi lbert Coder. 181 Known children: Nell ie Mae and Elizabeth B. Coder. 181 

3 1 iv. JESSIE B. WYATI JR., born June 1883;184 d ied 1938 in Loui sville.181 

THIRD GENERATION 

22. Matthew Emerson3 Fletcher (John2, Matthew' Punshon a lias Fletcher, 
LukeA Punshon, Luke8 , GeorgeC), born 10 April 1878 in Manhattan, New York; 
died 18 January 1950 in Brooklyn, New York. 186 He married there on 24May 19 11 , 

172. Personal knowledge of the writer, her daughter. 
173. Marriage certifi cate no. 14478- 19 ( 1919), Offi ce of the City Clerk, Brooklyn. 
174. Nellie Wyan death certificate no. 11103, Stace Office of Vital Statistic s, Frankfort; obituary in Louisville 

Courier-Journal, 24 April 1917, p. 5, col. 3; and tombstone inscription, lot 89 (Wyatt), Cave Hill. 
175. Jefferson Counry Marriage Book IO, 1868-1872: 85. 
176. Tombstone inscription, lot 89 (Wyatt) , Cave Hill ; Jesse Wyan obituary, Louisville Co11rier-]011mal, IO 

March 1912, sect. 2, p. 5, col. I. 
177. Caron's Annual Direccory of 1hc Cicy of Louisville for 1876 (Louisville: Bradley and Gilbert, 1876), 626. 
178. For birth years of children, see 1880 U.S. census, Jefferson County, population schedule, Louisvi lle, I Och 

ward, ED 146, SD 2, sheer 56, dwelling 413. family 521; NARA microfilm T9, roll 424. 
179. 1900 U.S. Census, Jefferson County, popula tion schedule, Louisville, 5th dist., ED I, SD 5, sheet 12, 

dwelling 250, family 263; NARA microfi lm T623, roll 528. 
180. Mary Fusting Probate File (sec n. 123). 
181. Ibid. 
I 82. 1920 U.S. census, Jefferson County, population schedule, Louisv ille, 12th ward, ED 21 8, SD 5, sheet 6, 

dwelling 115, family 148; NARA microfilm T625, roll 582. 
183. Ibid.; Mary Fusting Probate File. 
184. 1900 U.S. Census, Jefferson County, Louisville, 8th ward, ED 136, SD 5, sheet IO, dwelling 213, fam ily 

232; NARA microfilm T623, roll 533. 
185. Tombstone inscription, lot 89 (Wyatt), Cave Hill, gives only his year of death. 
186. Matthew E. Fletcher death certificate, no. 156-50-301214, New York City Bureau of Yitai Records. 
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A machinist and pattemmaker, John went to New York City before 1873-
perhaps because he was offered a job by Thomas Edison, who had worked near the 
Fletcher machine shop in Louisville. 150 In 1880 John, Louise, and their two 
children shared their Manhattan household with Louise's sister (Emily Ecker) and 
grandmother (Margaret Engel). 151 By 1900, the Fletchers were in Brooklyn,152 

where John had his own machine shop until his death in 1914 .153 

Children ofjohn Punshon2 and Louise (Ecker) Fletcher were as follows: 

+ 22 i. MATIHEW EMERSON3 FLETCHER, born 10 April 1878 in Manhattan; died 18 
January 1950, Brooklyn.154 He married there on 24 May 1911, Violet Anderson. 155 

+ 23 ii. HOWARD CROSBY FLETCHER, born 4 February 1880 in Manhattan; died 11 
January 1938, Brooklyn.156 He married there on 17May1911, Ada Van Deusen.157 

24 iii. JOHN FRANKLIN FLETCHER, born September 1883 in Manhattan; 158 died 9 
January 1907 in Brooklyn, of pneumonia.159 John married there on 31 January 
1905, Albertina Prutzmann, daughter of William and "Kath." Prutzmann.160 A 
patternmaker, John left no children. 161 

25 iv. GEORGE FUSTING FLETCHER was born June 1887 in Brooklyn; died 1 January 
1943 in Massena, Lawrence County, New York. 162 George married ( 1) 1 May 
1913 in Brooklyn, Esta M. Mintz;163 and (2) after 1935, place unknown, Loretta 
Buoy.164 Esta bore a stillborn baby in December 1920 at Brooklyn's Harbor 
Heights Hospital.165 They adopted his niece, Peggy Fletcher, aher her father 
Herbert died in 1932.166 George was superintendent of Massena Mica Company.167 

+ 26 v. HERBERT SPENCER FLETCHER was born June 1890 in Brooklyn;168 died 16 
November 1932.169 He married Margaret Pender, date unknown, probably in 
Brooklyn.170 

+ 27 vi. CAROLYN LOUISE FLETCHER was born 28 July 1894 in Brooklyn;171 died 24 June 

150. Trow's New York City Directory for the Year Ending May 1, 1874, 424. For an evaluation of the Edison story 
and evidence found to date, see p. 288. 

151. 1880 U.S. census, New York County, population schedule, New York City, 22d ward, ED 454, SD 1, sheet 
46, dwelling 432, family 393; NARA microfilm T9, roll 889. 

152. 1900 U.S. census, Kings County (seen. 2). 
153. Information supplied by Carolyn Fletcher Woodward, their daughter. 
154. Matthew E. Aetcher death cenificate no. 156-50-301214, New York City Bureau of Vital Records. 
155. Marriage cenificate no. 4392? [number unclear] (1911), Office of the City Clerk, New York City. 
156. Howard C. Fletcher death certificate no. 1007 ( 1938), New York City Bureau of Vital Records. 
157. Marriage certificate no. 4386 (1911), Office ofche City Clerk, New York City. 
158. 1900 U.S. census, Kings County (seen. 2). 
159. John F. Fletcher, death certificate no. 865 (1907), New York City Bureau of Vital Records. 
160. Marriage certificate no. 893 ( 1905), Office of the City Clerk, New York City. 
161. Information provided by his sister, Carolyn Fletcher Woodward. 
162. George F. Fletcher death cenificate no. 3055 ( 1943 ), New York Scace Division of Vital Statistics. 
163. Marriage certificate no. 5334 ( 1913 ), Office of the City Clerk, New York City. 
164. Information provided by George's niece, Lucille Aetcher Wallop of Oxford, Maryland, daughter of 

Matthew E. Fletcher. 
165. Records of Lutheran Cemetery Office, Middle Village, Long Island. 
166. Personal knowledge of the author. 
167. George F. Fletcher death certificate no. 3055 (1943), New York State Division of Vital Statistics. 
168. 1900 U.S. Census, Kings County (seen. 2) 
169. Herbert S. Fletcher death certificate no. 22155 ( 1932), New York City Bureau of Vital Records. 
170. Information supplied by Caroline Fletcher Woodward, his sister. 
171. Ibid. 
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a member of Lorraine Lodge no. 4, International Order of Odd Fellows of Ken
tucky, from 1897 to his death and served in several capacities. 137 

Known or presumed children of Herman L. and Eliza A. (Beeler) Fletche r were 138 

19 i. ( 1) ROY3 FLETCHER, birth date unknown, presumab ly in Louisville; died 26 May 
1883; buried in the fami ly pl ot at Cave Hill Cemetery. 119 

20 ii. WA RREN COURTLAND FLETCHER, born September 1885 in Kentucky; 140 d ied 
before 1963. 141 Warren married, but his wife's name is not known. They had two 
c hildren liv ing at Houston in 1968: Herman Thomas and Warre n Courtland Jr., 
who received a share of the estate of their father's cousin, Mary Gertrude 
Fusting.142 

21 iii. (?)MAUD ALYS FLETCHER, birth date unknown; died 28 September 1920, buried 
in the family plot at Cave Hill Cemetery. 141 (She may be a child of Warren.) 

7. John Punshon2 Fletcher (Matthew' Punshon alias Fletcher, LukeA Punshon, 
Luke8, GeorgeC) was born 24 June 1844, in Vienna, Austria; died 19 June 1914 in 
Brooklyn, Kings County, New York. 144 He wed 1 May 1877 in Manhattan, Louise 
Ecker, 145 who had been born there on 23 March 1856 to Frederick and Barbara 
(Engel) Ecker. Louise died 16 March 1943 in Massena, Lawrence County, New 
York, 146 where she had been living with their son George. 147 Both she and John are 
buried at Lutheran Cemetery on Long lslan d.148 

John, who immigrated with his fa mily at the age of twelve, is the source of the 
family legends that prompted this study. Yet records remain silent about the one 
account most central to him: his attitude toward the Catholic C hurch. His parents 
both came from staunch Catholic fami lies. Yet once they left Austria, no evidence 
connects the m to the Catholic Church. In later years, John told his family that the 
priests who taught him had hi t him over the head with a Bible as punishment, but 
one is tempted to speculate that whatever happened to h im was surely of a more 
serious nature. In o ld age, when very ill, John warned his fami ly that if-while 
dying and delirious-he might ask for a priest, they should not comply. 149 

137. Herman Fletcher obituary (seen. 13 1). 
138. The children Roy and Maud Alys do not appear in the family household on any census. The only records 

found fo r them are their combstones in the Herman Fletcher lot, which cite their dates of death. 
139. Tombstone inscription, lot 305 (Fletcher), Cave Hill. 
140. 1900 U.S. census, Jefferson County, population schedule, Louisvi lle, 8th ward, ED 135, SD 5, sheet 8, 

dwelling 145, fami ly 163; NARA microfi lm T623, roll 532. Warren's middle name comes from Mary Fusting 
Probate File (sec n. 123 ). Eli za's mother, Sarah, was living with them at that time. 

141. Mary Fusting Probate File. 
142. Ibid. 
143. Tombstone inscription, loc 305 (Fletcher) , Cave Hill. 
144. John Punshon Fletcher death certificate (sec n. 2), gives birth and death dates buc cites birthplace only 

as Austria. He is presumed born in Vienna, given his fa ther's employment there at the time. 
145. Marriage registration 2186-77, Office of the City Clerk, New York. 
146. Louise Fletcher death certificate 19318 (1943), New York State Division of Vital Statistics. 
147. Personal knowledge of the author. 
148. Cemetery Office Records, Lutheran Cemetery; 67-29 Metropolitan Avenue; Middle Vi llage (Long 

Island), NY 113 79. The author mmscribed and photographed the family stones there in 1996. 
149. Information supplied by Caroline Fletcher Woodward, daughter of John. 
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Mary, a bookkeeper, 122 was the last of the Fusting-Fletcher line to die. She left her 
modest estate to her various cousins and/or their children-and gave equal 
portions to a couple of neighbors and a policeman who she felt had protected her 
in her last years. 123 By the time of her death, the Fusting home was no longer in 
a fashionable neighborhood, and Mary apparently had felt threatened. 

17 vi. WILHEMINA "MINNIE" FUSTING, born June 1880; buried June 1963;124 Minnie 
married 6 December 1906 in Louisville, Charles E. Haehl Jr. She was an artist, 
did exquisite needlework, and for several years illustrated and wrote a sewing 
column for the Louisville newspaper under the pen name "Patsy Dean."125 Her 
husband Charles, a salesman for the D. G. Stewart Company during part of his 
career, 126 was buried 25 April 1963.127 

18 vii. WILLIAM FLETCHER FUSTING, born May 1883; buried March 1959 .128He married 
(date unknown) Hettie Eccles, sister of Dr. Lewis W. Eccles; she died 8 August 
1936, at their home in Anchorage, Kentucky. 129 

6. Herman L[uke?]2 Fletcher (Matthew' Punshon alias Fletcher, LukeA Punshon, 
Luke8, Georgec), born 29 December 1842 in Rossau Parish, Vienna, Austria; 130 

died 13 December 1912 in Louisville, Kentucky. t3I Herman married 30 August 
1870 in Louisville, Eliza B. Beeler,132 who had been born 29 April 1844 in 
Kentucky to Jordan and Sarah[-?-] Beeler and died 27 June 1931 in Louis
ville. 133 Both are buried at Cave Hill Cemetery. 

Herman appears on no known record, as an adult, until after the Civil War. His 
first city-directory appearance, 1866-67, cites him as a civil engineer; 134 perhaps 
that strategic occupation earned him a military exemption. In following years, the 
directories and censuses call him a machinist and a builder of woodworking 
machinery and steam engines; some directories identify various machinery compa
nies that employed him. 135 By 1891 he had his own machine shop. 136 Herman was 

122. For example, see Caron's Annual Directory of the Cicy of Louisville for 1908, 535. 
123. Mary Fusting Probate File, no. 110187, Jefferson County Clerk's Office, Louisville. Mary's will and estate 

settlement papers reveal much about the family of Caroline and George Fusting. Her belongings were auctioned 
at an estate sale after her death. 

124. Minnie Haehl tombstone, lot 18 (Fusting), Cave Hill. 
125. Personal information supplied by her grandniece, Sue Kunz Logan of Shelbyville, Kentucky. 
126. Caron's Annual Directory of the City of Louisville for 1946-47 (Louisville: Bradley and Gilbert, 1946), 412. 
127. Tombstone inscription, lot 18 (Fusting), Cave Hill. 
128. Ibid. 
129. Ibid.; Louisville Courier Journal, 9 August 1936, sect. l, p. 7, col. 6, and sect. 5, p. 6, col. 2 
130. Herrmann Fletscher baptism, 1842: 158, Rossau Parish. 
131. Hennan L. Fletcher death certificate (see n. 94 ); Herman Fletcher obituary, Louisville Courier-Journal, 15 

December 1912, sect. l, p. 11, col. 2. 
132. Jefferson County Marriage Book 10, 1868-1872: 176. 
133. Eliza B. Fletcher tombstone inscription, lot 305 (Fletcher), Cave Hill, cites her dates of birth and death. 

She is listed (with a Kentucky birthplace) in the family ofJordan and Sarah Beeler, living in the Matthew Leach 
household, on the 1850 U.S. Census, Jefferson County, population schedule, Louisville, 2d district, p. 151, 
dwelling 143, family 183; NARA microfilm M432, roll 206. 

134. Edward's Annual Directory, Cicy of Louisville for 1866-67, 206. 
135. For example, see Caron's Annual Directory of the Cicy of Louisville for 1871 (Louisville: Bradley and Gilbert, 

1871), 189; and Caron's Annual Directory of the Cicy of Louisville for 1872 (Louisville: C. K. Caron, 1872), 199. 
136. Caron's Annual Directory of the Cicy of Louisville for 1891 (Louisville: Bradley and Gilbert, 1891), 393. 
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4. Caroline2 "Carrie" Theresia Sophia Fletcher (Matthew' Punshon alias 
Fletcher, LukeA Fletcher, Luke8 , Georgec ), born 4 August 1840 in Rossau Parish, 
Vienna, Austria; baptized the following day; 107 died 13 September 1927, in Louis
ville, Kentucky. 108 She married in Louisville, 25 September 1867, George H enry 
Fusting, '°9 who had been born at Hanover, Germany, 110 on 6 December 1842 and 
died on 9 November 1905, Louisville. 111 Caroli ne and George are both buried at 
Cave Hill, as are all their children. 

Geo rge, a hardware dealer (stoves and tinware) and a prominent parishioner of 
the Protestant Episcopal Church, was the only member of this family in Louisv ille 
to leave trace of a religious affil iat ion.112 After his death, Carrie and the children 
moved to Cypress Street, where they lived for the rest of the ir lives. The one 
daughter who married, Wilhemina, settled in the house next-door. 113 

C hi ldren of George Henry and Carol ine2 (Fletcher) Fusting-all of whom were 
born in Kentucky and (except Wilhemina) died in the fam ily home - were114 

12 i. 
13 ii. 

14 iii. 

15 iv. 

16 v. 

JO HNN IE3 FUS T ING, birth date uncertain; buried 10 June 1876.111 

MATTHEW FLETC HER FUST ING, born in A ugust 1872; buried in November 1925.116 

Matthew, who followed his father into the hardware business, never wed . 117 

A NNE "ANNIE" MARIE FUSTIN G , born in January 1875; buried in March 1955. 118 

Annie probably kept house for the rest of the family, as she is not listed with an 
occupation in any of the city directories. 
LEOCADIA "GARDIE" A. FUSTIN G , born in November 1877; buried in November 
1942. 119 G ardie was a stenographer. 120 

MARY GERTRUDE FUSTING , born in December 1879; buried in July 1966. lll 

107 . Baptismal entr y 1840: 376, Rossau Parish. John's children always called her "A unt Carrie." 
I 08. C aroline Fusting demh certificate 20735, O ffi ce of Vital S tatistics, Frankfo rt; tombstone inscription , lot 

18 (Fusting), Cave Hill. 
109. Jefferson County Marriage Book 9: 560- 61. 
11

0. 1
850 U.S. census, Jefferson County, population schedule, Louisville, ward I , p.1 85; NA RA microfilm 

M432, roll 206. This record lists George Fusting, age 7, with Minnie Fust ing ( 59) and Herman Fusting (2 1 ); a ll 
we re born in Hanover, Germany, as we re the members of the two othe r Fusting families in Louisv ille. 

111 . Tombstone inscript ion, lot 18 ( Fusting), Cave Hill. George was fi rst interred in the Fletche r lot (376) but 
was moved on 27 September 1927 to the Fusting site; see also Je fferson County Se n lement Book 98: 293-95, 
County C lerk's O ffi ce, Louisv ille. 

112. George Fusting obituary, Louisville Courier-Journ al, I 0 November 190 5, p. 4, col. 6. 
113. Caron 's Annua l Directory of cite C it y of Louisville for 1908 (Louisville: Bradley a nd G ilbert, 1908): 534-35; 

also personal knowledge o f the author, who visited the Fusting fa mily in June 1948 . 
114. For birth data, sec 1900 U.S. Cen sus, Jeffe rson County, population schedule , Louisville, 8 th ward, ED 

11 3, SD 5, sheet 8 , dwelling 144 , family 171; NARA microfilm T623, roll 532. 
11 5. Tombstone inscription, lot 376 (Fletcher), Cave Hil l. 
11 6. Tombstone inscription , lot 18 (Fusting), Cave Hill. 
117. Informa tion provided by Carolyn Fletcher Woodward, Mauhew's firsr cousin and mothe r of rhe present 

writer. 
118. Tombstone inscription, lot 18 (Fusting), Cave Hill. 
119. Ib id . The nic kname is the one by which the present writer has always heard the family ca ll her. 
120. For e xample, sec C ar on' s Annua l Direcrory of clie Cit y of Louisville for 1908, 535. 
12 l. Tombstone inscription, lot 18 (Fusring), Cave Hill. 
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lost son: he was "moral, industrious and had no particular attachment to any 
female." 85 

3 ii. LEOPOLDINA FLETCHER, baptized 18 October 1838 in Vienna; died the next day 
amid a pox epidemic that would claim her mother. Subsequently, a church clerk 
would note beside her baptismal entry that her father had legitimized her 
posthumously in 1841. 86 

Known children of Matthew' and Leocadia (Dedek) Fletcher were as follows: 

+ 4 i. CAROLINE2"CARRIE"THERESIA SOPHIA FLETCHER, born 4 August 1840, Vienna, 
Austria;87 died 13 September 192 7, Louisville, Kentucky. 88 Caroline married in 
Louisville, 25 September 1867, George H. Fusting.89 

5 ii. LEOCADIA HERMIONE ERNESTINE FLETCHER, born 4 August 1841, Vienna;90 

buried 29 February 1908, Louisville.91 She never married but contributed to the 
family income by doing needlework.92 

+ 6 iii. HERMANL[UKE?)FLETCHER, born29December 1842, Vienna;93died 13 December 
1912, Louisville.94 Herman married there, 30 August 1870, Eliza B. Beeler.95 

+ 7 iv. JOHN PUNSHON FLETCHER, born 26 June 1844 in Austria; died 19 June 1914, 
Brooklyn, New York.96 He wed in New York City, 1May1877, Louise Ecker.97 

+ 8 v. ELLENOR "NELLIE" FLETCHER, born 25 December 1845 in Austria; died 22 April 
1917, Louisville.98 She married in Louisville, 5 May 1869, Jesse Wyatt.99 

9 vi. THERESA FLETCHER, born about 1849, Austria. 100 (The 1856 ship roll places her 
birth about 1851; the 1860 census, about 1849.101 The 1870 census garbles her 
name as Grace and places her birth about 1853;102 the 1880 census has Theresa, 
born about 1855.101) No further records found. 

10 vii. LEO FLETCHER, born about 1852, perhaps in Bohemia; died 1856-60, U.S.104 

11 viii. ANN "ANNIE" FLETCHER, born about 1855 in Bohemia;105 buried 20 November 
1865 in Louisville.106 

85. Ibid., letter of 3 September 1875. 
86. Baptismal entry 1838: 193 and burial entry 1838: 96, Rossau Parish. 
87. Baptismal entry 1840: 376, Rossau Parish. 
88. Caroline Fusting death certificate no. 20735, State Office of Vital Statistics, Frankfort, incorrectly 

reports her year of birth as 1841; and her tombstone in Cave Hill Cemetery incorrectly cites it as 1842. 
89. Jefferson County Marriage Book 9, 1864-1868: 560-61; FHL microfilm 0,482,710. 
90. Baptismal entry 1841: [no number], Rossau Parish. 
91. Tombstone inscription, lot 376 (Fletcher), Cave Hill. No death certificate has been found. 
92. Fletcher Pension Application (seen. 35), letter of 12 June 1876 from Fusting to Bureau of Pensions. 
93. Herrmann Fletscher baptismal entry 1842: 158, Rossau Parish. 
94. Herman L. Fletcher death certificate no. 30832, State Office of Vital Statistics, Frankfort, gives year of 

birth incorrectly as 1841; the year on his tombstone at Cave Hill agrees with that of baptismal record: 1842. 
95. Jefferson County Marriage Book 10, 1868-1872: 176; FHL microfilm 0,482, 711. 
96. John Punshon Fletcher death certificate (seen. 2). 
97. Marriage registration 2186,77, Office ofthe City Clerk, New York. 
98. Nellie Wyatt death certificate no. 11103, Kentucky Office of Vital Statistics, Frankfort. 
99. Jefferson County Marriage Book 10, 1868-1872: 85. 

100. 1860 U.S. census, Jefferson County (seen. 3). 
101. Ibid.; Ciry of Baltimore Passenger Manifest (seen. 36). 
102. 1870 U.S. census, Jefferson County, population schedule, Louisville, 10th ward, p. 152, dwelling 792, 

family 1266; NARA microfilm M593, roll 475. 
103. 1880 U.S. census, Jefferson County, population schedule, Louisville, 10th ward, ED 148, SD 2, sheet 63, 

dwelling 526, family 627, NARA microfilm T9, roll 424. 
104. 1860 U.S. census, Jefferson County (see n. 3 ). 
105. Ibid. gives her age as 5; she appears as 1 on Ciry of Baltimore Passenger Manifest (seen. 45). 
106. Annie Fletcher tombstone, lot 376 (Fletcher), Cave Hill Cemetery. 
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died 24 October 1838 and is buried in Vienna's Hemold Cemetery. 71 Matthew wed 
22 September 1839 in Stepney District, London, England,72 Leocadia Dedek 
[variously Dedek, Didek, Did],73 who had been born 20 September 1815 in 
Mnichove Hrad iste (aka Munchengratz), Bohemia, to Johann Dedek and his wife, 
Theresa Czech.74 Leocadia died in Louisville, Kentucky, on 1 September 1884.75 

Known children of Matthew' Fletcher and Theresa Strafinger were 

2 i. WILLIAM1 FLETCHER, baptized in Vienna, Austria, 17 October 1836;16 d ied 
(probably) 20 September 1863 at C hickamauga, Georgia.11 After the death of his 
mother, William was legitimize d by his father18 and reared by his stepmother. He 
immigrated to A merica with the rest of his fam ily in June l85619 and filed his 
declaration of intention to become a United States citizen on 7 November 1857, 
at New Albany (Floyd County), lndiana .80 Working in his father's machine shop 
until war erupted,81 Will iam enlisted in the Union A rmy on 9 Septe mber 1861, 
choosing Company F, Fifth Regiment, Kentucky lnfantry. 82 The "Louisv ille 
Legion," as it was known, is found throughout many C ivil War campaigns, 
including the Battles of Sh il oh, Stone's River, C h ickamauga, Missionary Ridge, 
and Atlanta-ultimately joining forces with General William Tecumseh Sherman 
in North Carolina for the surrender of Confederate Genera l Joseph Johnston.8J 

W illia m's final days are described in a poignant le tter that his commanding 
officer wrote Matthew. Reporting that William was not seen on Sunday the 20th 
afte r a charge made by the regiment, Lt. William H . Powell added:" ! have a great 
in terest, on account of his steady, soldierly bear ing; he was a man always fi t fo r 
duty, sober and industrious ... and when under fire none were cooler or could 
behave better .... He was one that stood by me on the memorable nigh t of the 
19th of September; only 4 out of the 2 7 that went in to action that [sic) came out 
with this regiment; he was one of those."84 Relaying this letter to the Pension 
Office in support of his application, Matthew added his own assessment of the 

71. Wilhelm Fletscher baptism, 1836: 3 73; Leopoldina Flctscher baptism, 1838: 193; Lcopoldina Flerschcr 
burial, 1838: 96; ;md Theresia Strafinger burial, 1838: 97, all in Rossau Parish. Thcresia's birth date, her place 
of birth, and the names of her parents arc given in the baptismal entry for her daughter Leopold ina . Matthew's 
letter to Bureau of Pensions on 3 September 1875 gives the burial place of his son's mother. 

72. Fletche r-Dedek marriage certificate (seen. 21 ). 
73. The name is spelled Dede k in the Bohemian reco rds relat ing to this fami ly-both the previously cited ones 

from Mnichovc Hradi~te Parish and the 1784-94 registers ofLoukovec Parish (parcicularly sec l.c.3: 15 and i.c.4: 
33- 36). In the Austrian and English records cited in this paper, the name is Didek and Dedek. On the ship 
manifest and the 1860 Kentucky census, it is rendered Did. 

74. Leocad ia Dedek baptism entry, Catholic Parish Registers, vol. i.c .5: 9 1, Mnichovc Hradi~tc. 

75. Tombstone inscript ion, lot 376 (Fletcher), C ave Hill Cemetery. 
76. Wilhelm Flctschcr baptism, 1836: 373, Rossau Parish. 
77. Fletcher Pension Application (sec n. 35), lette r of 12 July 1875 from Adjutant General's Office to 

Commissioner of Pensions. 
78. A marginal note appended to William's baptisma l record (seen. 71) state s that he had been legitimized 

"according to decree no. 9725/920 dated 26 March 184 1 from the High Court." 
79. C ic y of Balrimore Passenger Manifest (see n. 45). 
80. Floyd County Naturalization Book l : 255. 
8 1. Fletcher Pension Application, letter of 3 September 1875 to Pension Office. 
82. William Fletc her, Compiled Military Service Record (see n. 55). 
83. Frede ric k H. Dyer, A Compendi1m1 of cl1e War of cite Rebellion, 3 vols. (Des Mo ines: Dyer Publ ishing Co .. 

1908), 2: 1199- 1200. 
84. Fletcher Pension Application, le tter of 11 November 1863, Powell to Matthew Fletcher. 
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home from the war. Penned in German and very damaged, it seems to contain a 
reference to "Mateus Fl etscher" in a context that should not be a reference to the 
fathe r he was addr essing.64 (Playing devil's advocate with this evidence, however, 
one might also ask why William would write to his parents about a brother and 
refer to him by surname as well as given name.) 

The Edison legend might be true, but it is equally difficult to prove or disprove. 
Three years younger than John Fletcher, Thomas A lva Edison was a wanderer in 
h is youth. Leaving his home in Port Huron, Michigan, he was in Memphis by 1864. 
From there h e moved to N ashville and finally to Louisville, where h e took a job as 
a telegraph er and worked for Western Union for a couple of years. That Western 
Union office was at 213 Main Street, not far from Matthew's shop. 65 Matthew's 
inventive mind should have been an amaction to the young Edison, and the 
machining and patternmaking that the Fletchers did there were among the skills 
Edison needed later to produce his inventions. 

By 1870 Edison was in New York, an "inventor" living at 80 Broadway but 
operating his business in New Jersey.66 According to a recent biographer, h e opened 
his mechanical shop in N ewark and, later, his laboratory at Menlo Park.67 Mean
while, John Fletcher, machinist, makes his first appearance in the New York 
d irectory of 1873.68 No known New York or New Jersey record connects him to 
Edison .69 Nor does any explain why he left Louisv ille for America's largest c ity, in 
which he had no known kin. The only clue is the statement of his children: Edison 
offered him a job, but he decided not to take it. If true, John was correct in labeling 
Edison a dreamer. Geniuses often are. But genius is much harder to recognize; and 
gambling on the genius of another is a risky way to support a family. 

GENEALOGICAL SUMMARY 
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1. Matthew' Punshon alias Fletcher (LukeA Punshon , Luke8, Georgec), born 5 
December 1801 in Stourbridge, Worcestershire, England; died 11 March 1891, 
Louisville, Kentucky.70 Matthew's first union, not formalized, occurred in Vienna, 
1836-38, with Theresia Strafinger, who had been baptized 5 April 1807 in 
Aschau, Austria, as daughter of Franz and Theresia (Wetzel) Srrafi nger; Theresia 

64. Fletcher Pension Appl icat ion (set: n. 35), leuer of29th lno month oryearl from William Fletcher, Camp 
Stanton, to pare111s. Roger Minert translated this tom and barely legible document. 

65. Yate r, Two Hundred Years at the Falls of the Ohio, 119. Edison has not been fo und in any Louisville city 
directories of the 1860s (the period Yater places him there). 

66. Trow's New York City Directory forthe Year Ending May I, 1871 (New York: Trow C ity Di recto ry Co., 1870), 
347. Th is is the only incidence of Edison fo und in the New York City directories. 

67. Ne il Baldwin, Edison: lnveming th e Cencury (New York: Hyperion, 1996), 40-4 1. 
68. Trow's New York Ciry Directory for the Year Ending May I, 1874 (New Yor k: John F. Trow, 1873), 424. 
69. T his sea rch has no t included the Thomas Edison Papers at Rutgers Unive rsity, which include some 5 

mill ion pages and no master index. 
70. Tombstone inscription. lot 376 (Fletcher) , Cave Hill. F 
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