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Fletcher
Family History

By J.B. Hogan

he Fletcher family of the Baldwin community here in

Washington County has a long and storied history.

Tracing their ancestry to colonial America, present-day

Fletchers count Revolutionary War, War of 1812, and
Civil War veterans among their predecessors.

Reaching Northwest Arkansas by way of Virginia and Ken-
tucky in the early 1820s,! the Fletchers settled in the Baldwin
area and the stones and monuments dedicated to them in the
Hester Cemetery (Baldwin), as well as the King Cemetery in
Harris, Arkansas bear witness to their impact on the county.

From present day members of the family like Jimmy Fletch-
er, now of rural Fayetteville, the genealogical path leads back to
Robert Fletcher (Sr.), who served two tours of military duty with
Virginia Regiments during the American Revolution.?

The youngest son of John Fletcher, of Chester County, Penn-
sylvania and Eleanor Hindman Fletcher, born in Londonderry
County, Ireland, Robert Fletcher (Sr.) was born sometime be-
tween 1738 and 1745 in Chester County, Pennsylvania. By no
later than 1749, the Fletcher family had moved to Augusta
County, Virginia.?

On June 12, 1777, Robert Fletcher (Sr.) enlisted for three
years as a Private in Captain Richard Stevens’ Company of the
10th Virginia Regiment, which was actually commanded by Col-
onel Edward Stevens. Family genealogical records indicate that
Robert Fletcher (Sr.) was hospitalized (no reasons given) from
July 1777 until March 1778.

After leaving hospital in 1778, Robert Fletcher (Sr.) enlisted
again for a term of about three months, this time to replace his
brother John Fletcher. Robert Fletcher (Sr.) served in Captain
Samuel Haw's Company of the 1st Virginia Regiment command-
ed by a Colonel Woodford.*

Robert Fletcher (Sr.) had two older brothers: Jobe and John
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A FLURRY OF SCRIP AT THE OUTSET OF THE CIVIL WAR

The prosperous Stirman & Dickson mercantile on the Fayetteville square |s-
sued notes on January 25, 1862, at Fayetteville. James Harvey Stirman and
Joseph Dickson were among the leading merchants in Fayetteville at the
beginning of the Civil War.

Stirman & Dickson added to the cachet of its notes by working with other
merchants in Arkansas and the Indian Territory who would also redeem the
notes. The other merchants included Mayers & Bro. of Fort Smith, White &
Hanley of Van Buren, Shaw & Lanigan of Fort Gibson, and 5.H. Tucker and Co.
of Little Rock.

The value of these two notes dropped precipitously in February when
Confederate troops, evacuating Fayetteville at the approach of Union troops,
set fire to many of the city’s buildings that might hold military value, which
included the Stirman & Dickson store.
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Photograph courtesy of limmy Fletchar
The gravestone of Joble) Fletcher, King's Cemetery, Harris Community,
Washington County, Arkansas.




FLASHBACK

iWASH
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Photograph courtesy of Jim'.' Flercher
The gravestone of Robert Fletcher (Ir.), King’s Cemetery, Harris Commu-
nity, Washington County, Arkansas.

|r. Jobe moved from Virginia to Kentucky in 1779 and John Jr. did
the same in 1800,

Prior to the war, around 1763, Robert Fletcher (Sr.) mar-
ried Christian Febiger in Virginia. They had two sons: John and
Robert Fletcher Jr. Little is known of John Fletcher, but Robert
Fletcher |r. was born July 19, 1788, in Rockbridge County, Vir-
ginia. On June 25 or 26, 1811, he married Mary "Polly" Wilson
in Christian County, Kentucky. Polly Wilson Fletcher was born
November 3, 1795, in Harden County, Kentucky.”

Robert Fletcher |r. and Polly Wilson Fletcher had ten chil-
dren, the first four born in Kentucky. The oldest, John was born
in 1811, followed by Timothy Henry, 1813; Jobe, 1815; Eliza,
1818; and Elizabeth, known as Betty, 1820.7

On June 18, 1812, war broke out between the United States
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FLETCHER FAMILY HISTORY

Photegraph courtesy of limmy Fletcher
The gravestone of Polly Fletcher, wife of Robert Fletcher (Ir.), King's
Cemetery, Harris Community, Washington County, Arkansas,

L o

and Great Britain. On August 23, 1812, Robert Fletcher |r. en-
listed in the Kentucky Militia for a six-month tour of duty. He
served in Captain John W. Shirley's Company, Barbee's Regiment
in the Kentucky Militia." After the war, around 1820-1821, Rob-
ert Fletcher Jr. moved his family to Baldwin, Arkansas. Five more
children were born in Baldwin beginning with James Alexander,
1822; Andrew Jackson, 1824; |esse L., 1829; Mary Ann, 1832;
Robert 111, 1833; and Nancy A. 1834.%

During the Civil War, other Fletchers continued the tradition
of serving in the military. On October 26, 1861, John C. Fletcher
enlisted as a private in Company E, 1st Battalion, Arkansas Cav-
alry (Confederate). On December 6, 1861, Robert and William E
Fletcher also enlisted as privates in the same Company E.'"

At the time, Company E was commanded by Captain William

3
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FLASHBACK
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_ FLETCHER FAMILY HISTORY

Photopraph courtesy of Jimmy Flatcher |
(holding granddaugher Audra Marie Fletcher) and Charles Clifford Fletcher.
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FLASHBACK

Photograph courtesy of Jimmy Fletcher
Jimmy Fletcher, Army basic training photo, Fort Chaffee, Arkansas, 1958.
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FLETCHER FAMILY HSTORY

Photograph courtesy of limmy Fletcher
Charles Clifford Fletcher, holding grandson Shahn Fletcher, 1966.

H. Brooks. Among the company officers was 2nd Lieutenant E.
I. “Ras” Stirman who later became the youngest Colonel in the
Confederacy and after the Civil War served as mayor of Fayette-
ville.!

John C. Fletcher was mustered out of the military in January
or February of 1863 because he was “Left sick in Arkansas."!*
William FE Fletcher became a prisoner of war after being cap-
tured July 4, 1863, at Vicksburg, Mississippi.'” Robert Fletcher
died February 19, 1863, at Grenada, Mississippi."!

Jobe Fletcher, older brother of Robert Fletcher, 111, was born
December 4, 1815, in Kentucky. Settling with his family in Bald-
win, Arkansas, Jobe became a farmer and a wagon maker and on
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FLASHBACK
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Photograph courtesy of Jimmy Fletcher |
John Howard Fletcher, 80th birthday, 1989,
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FLETCHER FAMILY HISTORY

COMMONWEALTH OF KENTUCHKY

DEPARTMENT OF MILITARY AFFAIRS

OFFICE OF THE ADJUTANT GENERAL
FRANKFORT 40601

24 August 1964

STATRRNT OF SERVICP:  FLRICRER, Robert
War of iﬂ'ﬁ

Ranks Prights
Dato of Appointment or Enlinstment: Adgust 23, 1812
To what timo Engaged or Enliatod: 5ix months

From Roll of Capt John W, Shirley's Co., Barbae'a Ro;i.‘nant, Kentuoky
Hilitia,

LB BB B AR B B B )

"I cortify that the above is a true and correst statezent of service
for the above menticned person as found on file in the office of The
Adjutant General, Commonwsalth of Kemtuoky, Pranifort, Xeatucky."

FOR THE ADJUTANT GENERAL:

Gty maatn
Hajor, AUS (Ret)
- Records Custodian

Document courtesy of Jimmy Fletcher
Robert Fletcher (Jr.), copy of War of 1812 statement of service.

January 23, 1840, married Sarah Ann Williford who was born
December 5, 1821 in Tennessee. Jobe and Sarah Fletcher had
thirteen children, only eight of whom reached adulthood.?

The fourth oldest surviving child, John Franklin Fletcher,
born at Baldwin, Arkansas on March 4, 1849, married Mary Jane
Enyart of Fayetteville, Arkansas on September 10, 1876. This
union produced five children who reached adulthood, including
Charles Clifford Fletcher who was born April 20, 1887, in Bald-
win, Arkansas.!¢
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FLASHBACK

On June 17, 1908, Charles Clifford Fletcher married Lou
Emma Eacret, born March 26, 1886, in Red Star, Madison Coun-
ty, Arkansas. They had two children: Thelma Ruth, born Octo-
ber 2, 1910, and John Howard, born February 3, 1909. On July
21, 1928, John Howard Fletcher married Audra Beatrice Phil-
lips, born December 24, 1908, in Wyman, Washington County,
Arkansas. This union produced two children: Audra Marie, born
May 28, 1929, and Jimmy Lee, born February 10, 1940.%7

More recently, the late Dr. Donald Fletcher, well-known chi-
ropractor in Fayetteville, was honored by having Fletcher Ave-
nue named after him and his family. Dr. Fletcher passed away on
September 14, 2009, in Fort Smith, Arkansas.!®

The following family tree begins prior to the Revolution-
ary War with prime progenitor John Fletcher of Pennsylvania
and Virginia and ends seven generations later with Jimmy Lee
Fletcher of Baldwin and Fayetteville, Arkansas.

Fletcher Family Genealogy?°
John Fletcher (1717-1758) m. (ca. 1735-1739) Eleanor
Hindman (1719-1790)
Jobe
John
Robert
Robert Fletcher (ca. 1738-1745 - 1796) m. (1762)
Christian Febiger (ca. 1746-1800)
John
Robert Jr.
Robert Fletcher Jr. (1788-1856) m. {1811) Mary “Polly”
Wilson (1795-1875)
John
Timothy Henry
Jobe
Eliza
Elizabeth (Betty)
James Alexander
Andrew Jackson
Jesse L.
Mary Ann
Robert I11
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Nancy A.
Jobe Fletcher (1815-1875) m. (1840) Sarah Ann Willi-
ford (1821-1888)
Mary Jane
James W.
Lorana
Martha (twin)
Margaret (twin)
John Franklin
Sarah Elizabeth
Robert jobe
Analiza
Francis A.
Thomas M.
Alice Magdaline
Amanda B.
John Franklin Fletcher (1849-1898) m. (1879) Sarah El-
len Enyart (1858-1942)
Leland Alonzo
Bessie Leonara
James Franklin
Charles Clifford
Thomas E.
Martin Edward
Gertrude
Charles Clifford Franklin (1887-1967) m. (1908) Lou
Emma Eacret (1886-1952)
Thelma Ruth
John Howard
John Howard Fletcher (1909-2001) m. (1928) Audra
Beatrice Phillips (1908-1997)
Audra Marie
Jimmy Lee

END NOTES

1. Fletcher family genealogical records.

2. National Archives search, May 23, 1947, Mrs. O. L. Fletcher, Temple, Texas, and on-
line ancestor search of Daughters of the American Revolution (DAR) website,
Mickey Clements, Reference Librarian, Grace Keith Genealogy Collection, Fay-
etteville, Arkansas Public Library, April 27, 2011.
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3. Fletcher family genealogical records and online ancestor search of Daughters of
the American Revolution (DAR) website, Mickey Clements, Reference Librarian,
Grace Keith Genealogy Collection, Fayetteville, Arkansas Public Library, April
27,2011.

4. Fletcher family genealogical records.

5.1bid.

6. Ibid.

7. Ibid.

8. Department of Military Affairs, Commonwealth of Kentucky, Statement of Service,
War of 1812, 24 August 1964, Robert Fletcher, Jr’s service in the War of 1812
is also correborated by the listing of his wife Mary “Polly” Wilson in the Wid-
ows of 1812 Veterans Pension roster, Flashback, publication of the Washington
Country (AR) Historical Society, Vol. VII, No. 4, July 1957, p. 9.

9. The children of Robert Fletcher, Jr. and Mary “Polly” Wilson are listed in the 1840
and 1850 Federal Census of Washington County, Arkansas.

10. Arkansas History Commission Certification of Confederate Service, Old State
House, Little Rock, Arkansas, February 8, 1966. Private Robert Fletcher is listed
in the roll of Company E, First Battalion, Arkansas Confederate Cavalry. This
unit was organized in Fayetteville, Arkansas, October 9, 1861.

11. Campbell, William S., One Hundred Years of Fayetteville 1828-1928, Fayetteville,
Arkansas, 1928, pp. 26, 45, and 98.

12. Arkansas History Commission Certification of Confederate Service, Old State
House, Little Rock, Arkansas, February 8, 1966.

13.Ibid.

14. Ibid.

15. In the 1850 Federal Census of Washington County, Arkansas, only three children
were as yet listed for the Jobe and Sarah Ann Williford Fletcher family.

16. Fletcher family genealogical records.

17. Ibid. and author interview with Jimmy Fletcher, 2010.

18. Obituary, online at www.lewisfuneralchapel.net

19. Fletcher family genealogical records.

20. Ibid.

w
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Fletcher Family ~ FLASHBACK

Artwork courtesy of Dlane Metzger
A drawing of Erasmus |, "Ras” Stirman as he appeared in Confaderate uni-
form. Stirman, who lived in Fayetteville at the ime the war started, served
in the trans-Mississippl throughout the war.
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‘%~ The Circuit Rider
QUERIES

Queries are free to SCGS members. Please limit each query to 75 words. Limit of two queries per

guarterly.

1995-17
MORGAN
CLIFFORD
MEISNER

1995-18
WRIGHT
WILSON
COOPER
SIMPSON
JOHNSON

1995-19

1995-20
LEE
WAGNER
EARNEST

1995-21
LACY
HUGHES

1885-22
DONNER/
DONNOR
BETTIS

VOL. XXVIi - No, 2

Seeking info on my g-grandparents Henry M. & Mary (MORGAN)
(CLIFFORD) MEISNER. Mary b 12 Feb 1848 Wales, d 26 Oct
1935 Spfd. IL, m #1 Charles CLIFFORD 1868, wid 1872, m #2
Henry MEISNER 10 Dec 1873 Menard Co.,IL. Henry b 14 Mar
1835 Prussia, d 2 Apr 1908 New Douglas, Madison Co., IL. Henry
was a coal miner; have no info prior to his m to Mary.

Shirley Fuhrmann, 3501 St Francia Dr., Springfield, IL 62703

Researching the WRIGHT-WILSON families. John WRIGHT b

23 Nov 1805, d 19 May 1852. m Helen WILSON in Dumfries
Scotland. Came to Riverton, IL in 1844, settled in Clear Lake Twp,
had 11 ch. They m into the COOPERS, SIMPSONS JOHNSONS.
Would like info from families of above and info on the WILSON fam.
Wayne Wright, PO Box 432, Panama City, FL 32402

Seek info on records pertainingto employees of the Chicago and
Alton Rail Road from 1860 to 1920. Anyone knowing of a source
for these records, please contact:

Dan Dixon, 801 W Jackson, Auburn, IL 82615

Seeking info birth of Henrietta Matilda, ch of Solomon & Isabelle E.
EARNEST. Need siblings & anc's. Also info on Ancestors from PA.
Info on Harvey LEE, b ca 1790-1800, d ca 1847-1848. Believe 1st
wife was Henrietta. Wife of William EARNEST was a WAGNER.
Need info as to births, deaths, sibblings, places of residences.

Also 1830-1840 census records.

Lorene Marie Dalrymple, 9143 South Bell, Chicago, IL 60620

Seeking burial year and place of Ellet LACY and wife Sarah nee'
HUGHES. They lived in Jersey County IL in the 1850's.
Thomas J. Anthony, 781 Southshire Dr, St Louis, MO 63125.

Tobias and Nancy DONNER were husband and wife. Who were
their parents? Their ch were Green Berry DONNER, Louisa
DONNER, Jonathan C. DONNER, Mary Ann DONNER, Barbara
DONNER, George Washington DONNER and Nancy J DONNER.
Any info greatly appreaciated.

Dr F.Paul Schilling, 2240 Paloma St., Pasadena, CA 91104-4923.

ORANGE °0UNTY CALIFORNIA
GENEALUGICAL SOCIETY

Sangamon County Genealogical Society April 1995



The Circuit Rider 51

Marriages of the Fletchers - McElvains & Dixons

Job Fietcher to Margaret ca. 1773
Andrew McElvain to Margaret Workman ca. 1774
..lolm Fietcher to Elizabeth McElvain § February 1799
James B. Fletcher to Jane MchIvaﬁn 1 October 1801
Cary A. Patterson to Margaret Fletcher 26 November 1840
Lewfs B. Richardson to Sarah Patterson 5 january 1860
Oliver F. Bettis to Margaret Jane Patterson 20 July 1866
John H. Gates to Martha Ann Patterson 20 Janaury 1867
James Lindsay to Martha Ann (Patterson) Gates 29 January 1875
Loren Gates to Mary Carmody 23 January 1895
Josiah Booker to Martha Ann (Patterson) Gates, Lindsay 16 July 1895
James Everett Dixon to Mae .. Gates 16 July 1916

Dale William Dixon to Anna Magdalen Madiar 21 Scptember 1946

ORAMGE e CALIFURe
GEREALUGIUAL SOCIETY

VOL. XXVii - No. 2 Sangamon County Genealogical Society April 1995
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Allis-

he worked at
Chalmers, retiring only a
few years hefore his death
on January 12, 1962,

Mae 1. (Gales)
Pixon raised four of her six
children 1o adalthood
{James Leo died August 24,
1937 and Delhert died one
day after hirth that same
year), Mae kept house af
1031 West Maonroe in
Auburn until the year 1987
when, due (o Tailing health,
she was moved to Sunrise
Manor Nursing Ilome in

Virden, Minois. Then, in
1989, she was moved (o
Pleasant  [Hill  Nursing

ilome in Girarnd, Hlinois.
At the age of 99 [as of April
25, 1998] she is still living
andd in Tair health.

{n  September 21,
1946 my mother and father,
Anna Mapdalene Madiar
and  Dale William  Dixon
were married in Virden,
Hlinois.  Anna’s parents
were Mary (Havach) and
John Madiar. Mary was
born in Streator, [linois
and  John was born in

VOL. XXVII - No. 2

Teplicka, Nova  Ves,
Slovakin, Dale and Anna
tived ot his prandmother:s
house  (Mary  Carmandy
Gates) in Auburn, Hlinois
for one year then maoved
into a four room
about a block away. Dale
andd  Anna had  fTour
children:  James William,
Marianne, Richard  and
Daniel Wayne.

In 1946 Dale bepan

house

working at  the  Aunburn
Markel, a loeal  grocery
store. He also started

working on the city conneil
as the ecity elerk and a
notary public. In that same
year he also became the
seonfmasier Tor the loeal
Roy Scout Troop #56. All
three of these activities
would last thirty years, with
him  eventually
mayar of Auhurn.
Anna  has also
worked most of her life.
She worked at the Costley's
Grocery Store in Virden,
Minnis from 1942 to 1946.
In 1948 she also went (o
work af the Awnburn
Market.  She was hived as
A meal wrapper but she
also worked as o clerk. Not
anly did she help support
Dale in his political eareer,
she also helped out with the
Boy Scouts and raised a
family of four children,
When the owners of the
Auburn Market decided 1o
sell the store, she retired.
Alter »  period of
thirty years, the owners of

hecoming

Sangamon County Genealogical Socisty
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the Aubrn Markel decided
(o sell their business and
Dale decided to retire from
the city council and Boy
Sconts. In 1976 Dale
applicd for and received a
position  at  the [Hinois
Department of Agriculture

as  an  inspeclor for the
division of  weights and
mensures.

(n  December 31,
1990 Dale retired from the
Department of Agriculture.
He now works at his hobhy
of toy making and enjoys
his family including his five
grandchildren  and  one
preat granddanghter.

The author of this
article,  Daniel Wayne
Dixon, was born March 3,
1964. He is n graduate of
Auburn High School, has
an Associates of Arts and
an Associales in General
Fdueation  from  Lincoln
Land Community College
as well as a Bachelor of
Arts amd Master of Arts in
Public  History [rom
Sangaman State University.
Currenlly, he is a Technical
Assacinte working Tor the
Lincoln  Lepal Papers
Praject  in  Springfield,
Ilinois.

April 1995
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supposed that it was there
that she met her future
hushand, Cary A.
Patterson.  On November
26, 1840 she was married 1o
Cary in the Original Town
of Auburn by Rev, William
(. Greenleal. After they
were married, they moved
to Cary Patterson’s [arm
near Athens, inois.
While living in
Athens, Margarel (Fletcher)
and Cary A. Patterson had
two children. Martha Ann
wis horn on May 14, 1843
amd  Margarel  Jane  was
born on January 4, 1847,
Some time between 1847
and 1850 Cary, Marparet,
Sarah  Jane (n danghter
from Cary’s firslt marriage),
Martha and Margaret Jane
moved o Auburn, Hlinois,
On January 5, 1860

Sarnh  married Lewis B
Richardson. On July 20,
1866 Margarel Jane

married Oliver F. Retlis
and on January 20, 1867
Martha Ann married John
i1, Gates,

OF the three
marriages above, the
atthor's connectlion is thal
of John H. Gates amd
Martha  Ann  Patterson.
That marriage resulled in
the birth of one son, Loren
Giales  who  was  horn
September 1, IR67  in
Auburn, Hhinois (st this
time there is also
specalation that they had a
danghter named Allic but
un  information ¢an be

VOL. XXVII - No. 2

ORANGE ~orNTY CALIFORN!
GENEALOGICAL SOCIETY

found fo prove this paint),

Some time hetween
IR74 and 1875 the paper
trail for John 11 Gates
disappears.  apparently
John died.  Martha Ann
remarried (o James Lindsay
on January 2%, 1875, They
hael n dwo children: James
and Jonmie, After the death
or possibly the divoree of
her  secand  hushand,
Martha Ann married Josinh
Bovker on July 16, 1895,
Josiah died August 21, 1903
leaving Martha with no new
chiklren, She ontlasted her
third hoshand by seven

years «ying al (he age of
sevenly-three on March 10,
1910,

On January 23, 18YS,
in Girard, Ilinois, Loren
Gates married Mary
Carmody, the danghter of
James nnd Bridget (Ahern)

Cormady.  Two  children
were the result of  the
marriage ol Loren and

Mary: Mae L. and Loren
Leo Gates. Mae [ was
born in Girard, Hlinois on
April 25, 1896 and loren

Sangamon County Genealogical Society
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Leo was horn in Auburn,
IHinois on March 13, 1899,

Loren Gates worked
for the railroad for most of
his life as o Nagman for the
Chicapa & Alton Railroad
and  the Gulf, Mohile &
Ohio Railromd companies,
e wonld ofien sit (in his
shanty near the railroad
tracks)  for  hours in
preparedness (o warn
people of trains coming so
they were not on the tracks
when the trains would pass.
Mary (Carmaody) Gates was
a housckeeper and raised
their two children.

On July 16, 1916
Mae 1. Gales married
James Everelt Dixon at the
conrthonse in Carlinville.
The result of this marriage
was  six children, four of

who  grew (o adulthood.
The children were as
follows:  John Lawrence,
Pale William, James Leo,
Mary Catherine, Delberl
and Dorothy Mae Dixon.
James Everett Dixon,

hetter known in later life as
Grandpa Dickie, worked at
several  different  jobs
turing his lifetime. He was
an clecfrician during the
1920°s, he owned a
Chevrolet dealership in the
early part of that same
decade and the latter hall
of the 1920°s he ran Dixon’s
Automotive Shop. During
the 1930°s he pot a job
collecting specimens lor the
Minois State Musenm. The
remaining years of his life
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As is stated in the
1881 edition of the History
of _Sangamon_ County. JInb
Sr. was one of the few
members of the area of
Sugar  Creek  who  was
literate, so il was naturpl
that:

"On the very night of
his arrival in the
selilement. Mr. Fletcher
wis called to write the will
of George Cox, who came
the year hefore with the
Drennan  and  Dodds
families. That was the first
will from what is now
Sangamon counly ever puf
on  record, and  was
registered al Edwardsville"
Since Joh Sr. was so readily
needed Tor the writing of
wills, lelters and various
legal documents, it is likely
that he fell very welcome in
the communily and would
naturally pass  this
information on {0 his
bhrother, James  in the
letters he wrote.

James decided in the
FFall of 1828 (o move his
entire  family ol cleven
children and two adulis to
Sangamon County, Hlinois.
The trip took (wenly-twn
days and nights. [t was
accomplished by use of ox-
team and wagon.  Upon
arrival, James hought an
eighty acre tract of land in

section (wenly-lwo,
township  thirleen  (now
Auburn  Township)  and

hepan (o sel  up  his
wheelwrighl business.

Another brother and
wile joined the Fletcher
clan in the Spring of 1830,
Juohn  and  Elizabeth
(MeElvain)  Fletcher  the
story was {old in the 1881
edition of the [Mistory of
Sangamon  Counly s
follows: "The family.
inclincking his son, Jub, with
wile and child, consisted of
eleven person, and  their
first place of residence was
a log cahin, sixteen Teel
sipaire, belonging 1o his
brother  Job,  who  had
procecided him  eleven
years,”

The year 183 was o
very  tough  one for  the
Fletcher family. That vear
four members of the Family
died: Mary, (daughter of
Tomes & Jane  Fletcher)

Angust 22, James, hushand
ol Jane (MeElvain) Fletcher
on September 14, Elizalieth
(MeElvain)

September 16
September 1

Fleteher
amd  John
This lefl

only one of the original Tour
children of the Fletcher-
McElvain marringes.

Sangamon County Genealogical Society
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feft to fend for
and  her eight
remaining  children, Jane
Fletcher didd quite well as o
Farm manager. As a result
of her hard work, most of
her children lived to early
childbood  or  adulthood
without the aid of a Tather.
Jane lived to the age of
sixty-eight dying on
MNovember 2, 18S

OF the eight children
that survived their fother,
Margaret, the second
oldest, wonld later become
the mother of Martha Ann
Patterson upon whose name
the Dixon [amily line
connects with the Fletchers
e Melllvains,

Born March 13, 1808
in Adair County, Kentucky.
Margaret  Fletcher, the
second eldest of the eleven
children of James and Jane
Fletcher, came (o
Sangamon County with her
parents in the Fall of 1828,
Very little is known of her
childhood other than that
she helped her mother care
for the other children of the
family and helped raise the
craps which kept them alive
and provided a means of
financial support. The job
ol raising crops must have
heen quite a hardship as
ngriculture was
accomplished virtually afl
by hand from planting (o
harvest. Fven though
Margaret was n very busy
persan, she did take time
out for church and it is

hersell
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Since the day that
the Tirst while people set
foot on the lamnd which we
naw call the United States
of Ameriva, men & women
alike have heen anxious (o
explore or discover new ol
wondrous lands. I was
this spirit ol adventnre
which led to the first men
and women of the Flelcher
amd MceElvain Tamilies fo
come o America
England and Scotland.

Some lime prior o
1774 Andrew McElvain amd

from

Margaret  Workman  were
marrvied in Lancaster
County, Pennsylvania.
Around  the same  lime,

rined in wedlock as Mr. &
Mrs, Jobh Fletcher,  The
McElvaing  had  eight
children  during  their
married life: Flizabeth,
William, Jane, Rebecen
(Pally), Georpge, Andrew,
Margaret, and Samuel
The children of the Fletcher
marringe  were: Juhn,
James B Joh, Elizabeth,
amd Agnes Nancy.  OF the
ahave listed children, four
intermarried: Flizaheth
Mellvain o John Fleicher
on February 5, 1799 and
Joane MceElvain to James
Fletcher on October 1,
IR0,

James Fletcher was
horn on July 7, 1779 in
Rockhridge County.
Virginin and Jane was horn

VOL. XXVIi - No. 2
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History of the Fletcher - McElvain, Dixon Line

in  the same  counly
November 2, 1785, They
moved  to Adpir Connty,

Kentucky between 1804 and
1805,

Duiring the time that
James & Jane Fletcher
lived in Kentucky they hael
cleven children. The names
are as Tollows: Jobh 1, (not
tn be confused with  his
uncle of the same name),
Margorel, Roberl, Mary,
Jaomes Washington,
Elizabeth, Nathan, Rebecen
F.. John, Martha, and
Naney. With such o Inepe
family to provide Tor, James
was comstantly working to
support his Family.

While

living in
Kentucky, James Fletcher
took on the professions of
wheelwright  and  farmer,
As a wheelwright, it was
likely that James heard
muny stories of the new
West from the people wha's
wagons he was preparing
for the long journey they

Sangamon County Genealogical Society

wouldd be taking. These
stories helped to incrense
his anxicties of not being
shie to properly provide for
his Family. Another source
of slories about the wesl
came from his brother Jobh.

Joh Fletcher Senior
was  horn  November 17,
1793, in  Rockbridge
County,  Virginin. His
father, (the first  Job
Fletcher of this Tamily 1o
come o Americn), died
when he was an infant, and
he  and  his  maother,
(Margaret Fletcher), moved
with her elder son John, in
the Awtomn of [IR08, (o
Logan County, Kenlucky.
The next spring they moved
to that part of Christian
County, Kenfucky which
was Inter known as Todd
County, U wns in John
Fletcher's Tamily that Job
Fletcher Sr. grew (o
adulthood.

During the War of
IXI2, Job Sr. served as a
soldier  for  six  months
assisling in burying the
dead after the Battle of
Tippecanoe, On December
22, 1818 Joh Sr. married
Mary  Kerchner. The
conuple e one child born
to them in Kentucky and
then moved to Sangamon
Couonty, Ilinois, arriving at
the aren of Supar Creek
(now Ball Township) on
November 11, 1819,

April 1895

JCCGS REFERENCE ONLY
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Margaret’s death, their orphaned daughter was adopted by Herbert's brother,
George. Child: Margaret "Peggy” Fletcher.'”

27. Carolyn Louise’ Fletcher (John’, Marthew' Punshon alias Fletcher, Luke®
Punshon, Luke®, George®), born 28 July 1894, Brooklyn;' died 24 June 1984,
Santa Monica, Los Angeles County, California." She wed 16 Seprember 1919 in
Brooklyn, Edgar “Ed" Lucien Woodward, "™ who had been born 2 Auguse 1889 in
Morth Waterboro, Maine, to Charles and Viola (Nason) Woodward. ™

Carolyn was a highly trained and talented pianist and musician, who studied for
many years in hopes of achieving success on the concert stage. She never realized
this ambirion but remained throughout her life a fine and dedicared pianist.™ Ed
Woodward graduated from the Massachusetts Institute of Technology in 1911 asa
mechanical engineer and worked for the Simmons-Boardman Publishing Com-
pany all his life as associate editor of two of their publications, Railway Age and
Railway Locomotives and Cars.*” Children: Donald, Natalie, Betty Lou, and Doris
Woodward.

CONCLUSION

Thus the story of Matthew Fletcher comes to an end, but only momentarily.
Research continues. Too many unanswered questions and too much speculation
remain to ler this story close. The family legends, though frayed and twisted here
and there, promised an intriguing search. Treated with skepticism as well as
respect, the traditions led to an even more fascinating saga. One wonders: how
much of this Fletcher history would ever have been found withour them?

197, Personnl detatls hivve heen furnished by Horbert 5. Jobnsom of Sunny sles Beach, Flodda (Cwhose Drse wile
wins Pegry Fletcher, Hlerbert Fleschers daugheer), und Carolyn Fletcher Woadward (Herbert Fletcher's slster).

L8, Infarmation sapplicd by Caralyn Flevchier Woodward: The 1900 LLS, census, Kings County [see n. 2,
agtees with her data,

199, Personn) knowledge of the wriver, her doughuer,

200, Marrtape record no. 14478 (1919), Mew Yark Municipal Archives.

200, Personal knowledge of the writer, his dougliter. Edgar's academic transcript from MIT is the only known
contempotary document giving his birth daee; see also Whe's Wh In Ratlroading { Mew Yorks Simmons-Boardman
Publishing Co., 1930}, 571

102, Persomal knowledge of the author.

203, Bdgar L. Wobdward obitary. Radhiay Age (weekly journal), 11 February 1980, p. 49, col. 1.

Thomas Edison on Englishmen

The tart wit of this American inventor is well known; bue it is likely chat Matthew
Fletcher and his sons would not agree with otie of Edison's observarions: "Englishmen are
not an inventlve people. They do not ear enough pie"—Webster's New World Dictionary
of Quotable Defininons, 2d ed. (New York: Webster's New World, 1988), 171,
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Violet Anderson, who had been born 23 October 1890 to William and Marie
(Tiner) Anderson'® and died in July 1951. Both Matthew and Violet are buried at
Lutheran Cemetery on Long Island. '

Matthew’s formal education ended with grade school in 1891. He was thirteen.
His entry into the workforce, as the family’s eldest son, was possibly propelled by
the 1890 recession. His first job was handling shingles at three dollars a week in
Manbhattan, where he walked to work across the Brooklyn Bridge.'® Times would
worsen after the Panic of 1893. Yet somehow he received training to match the
technical bent that was likely his genetic heritage; his 1911 marriage certificate
calls him a mechanical engineer. Eventually, Matthew worked for the Brooklyn
Navy Yard as a naval architect."® He was an accomplished violinist and the
patriarch of the family in Brooklyn after the death of his father. By Violet, he left
two daughters: Lucille and Iris Fletcher.!!

23. Howard Crosby? Fletcher (John?, Matthew’ Punshon alias Fletcher, Luke?
Punshon, Luke®, George€), born 4 February 1880 in Manhattan; died 11 January
1938 in Brooklyn.!? He married 17 May 1911, in Brooklyn, Ada Van Deusen,
daughter of Martin and Amelia (Kittell) Van Deusen.!%?

Howard was a naval architect at the Brooklyn Navy Yard for many years,
although he, like his brother Matt, had no formal education in that field. Howard
assisted in designing the U.S. battleships Arizona, Florida, Indiana, New Mexico,
New York, North Dakota, and Tennessee, plus several destroyers and gunboats. At
the time of his death, the New York Times hailed him as the “principal naval
architect of the construction and repair department of the planning division.”!*
Children: Dorothy and Virginia Fletcher.

26. Herbert Spencer® Fletcher (John?, Matthew' Punshon alias Fletcher,
Luke? Punshon, Luke®, George®), born June 1890 in Brooklyn, New York; died
there 16 November 1932 at the Bay Ridge Sanitarium.!”* He married Margaret
Pender, probably in Brooklyn, but the date is unknown. Margaret was born about
1894 and died in October 1929, leaving her young daughter motherless.'*

Herbert, a manufacturer of chemical machinery, was gassed during service in
World War 1. He never fully regained his health. When he died, three years after

187. Marriage certificate no 4392? [number unclear] (1911), New York City Municipal Archives, names
parents of both bride and groom. Violet’s birth date has been provided by her daughter, Lucille Fletcher Wallop.

188. Lutheran Cemetery, Middle Village, Long Island.

189. Information provided by his daughter, Lucille Fletcher Wallop.

190. In his marriage certificate, Matthew is called a mechanical engineer. His death certificate, for which his
wife was informant, gives his occupation as “naval architect.”

191. Information provided by his daughter, Lucille Fletcher Wallop.

192. Howard C. Fletcher death certificate no. 1007 (1938), New York City Bureau of Vital Records.

193. Marriage certificate no. 4386 (1911), New York City Municipal Archives.

194. Howard C. Fletcher obituary, New York Times, 13 January 1938, p. 21, col. 3.

195. Herbert S. Fletcher death certificate 22155 (1932), New York City Bureau of Vital Records.

196. Tombstone inscription, sect. N, lot 2528, Mount Olivet Cemetery, Brooklyn.
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1984, Santa Monica, California.'® Carolyn married 16 September 1919 in
Brooklyn, Edgar Lucien Woodward. '™

8. Ellenor® “Nelly"” Fletcher (Matthew' Punshon alias Fletcher, Luke® Punshon,
Luke®, George®), born 25 December 1845 in Austria (probably Vienna); died 22
April 1917 in Louisville, Kentucky.'™ She married 5 May 1869 in Louisville, Jesse
Whyatt,'” who had been born 16 May 1834 and died 7 March 1912,

Nelly is the only child of Matthew and Leocadia known to bear the name of
someone in Matthew's family—that of his mother, Eleanor (Fletcher) Punshon.
Both women were called by the same nickname. Nelly's hushand Jesse served with
the Louisville police department all his life and made lieutenant by 1876.'7

Children of Jesse and Eleanor (Fletcher) Wyatt were as follows:'™

28 i L1zZiE' WYATT, born about 1873 in Lovisville: She married there in 1900, Jake
Cornell, und apparently had a second husband of the surname Bell. '™ The 1968
probate of Mary Fusting's estate leaves "1/10 interest to the children of Liszie
Wyatt,"” who are named as Eleanor L. Cornell Southwell, Bess Cormell Clawson,
Charles Edgar Cornell, and John Gates Bell.'®

19 il, GEORGE F WYATT, bom about 1875; married Mabel L [—2—]."* No further
information.

30 dil. GRACE WYATT, bom in November 1877; married abour 1905 in Louisville,
Gilbiert Coder'™ Known children: Mellie Mae and Elizabeth B. Coder.™

31 iv. JESSIE B. WYATT JR., born June 1883 died 1938 in Louisville.™

THIRD GENERATION

22, Matthew Emerson® Fletcher (John?, Matthew' Punshon alias Fletcher,
Luke* Punshon, Luke", George"), born 10 April 1878 in Manhattan, New York;
died 18 January 1950 in Brooklyn, New York."™ He married there on 24 May 1911,

172, Personal knowledige of the writer, her doughter.

173 Muarraze certificave no. 14478:09 (1919), Oifice of the Ciey Clerk, Brooklyn.

174, Mellie Wynry death certificate no. | 103, State Office of Vil Smrtistics, Frankforr: obicuany in Lowisville
Conrder-Jonernod, 24 Aprll 1917, p. 5, col. 3 and tombstone inscriprion, loe 89 (Wiare), Cave Hill.

175. Jefferson County Marrizge Book 10, 1868-1872: 85.

176. Tombstone inscription, lot 59 (Wyan), Cave Hill; Jesse Wyatt obituary, Leubwille Corerier-Jerernal, 10
March 1912, seer. 2, p. 5, 0l 1.

177, Carom’s Ammual Dyrectory of the City of Lowtiville for 1876 (Lowtsville: Beadley and Gillsere, 1876), 626.

178. For hirth years of children, see 1880 LLS. census, Jeflenon County, population schedule, Louisville, 10th
ward, ED 146, S0 2, sheet 56, dwelling 413, family 521; NARA microlilm T9, mill 424.

179, 1900 LS. Census, Jeffomon County, population schedule, Lowisville, Sth dise., ED 1, 500 5, sheer 12,
dwelling 250, family 263%; NARA microfilm THZ3, roll 325,

180. Mary Fusting Probate File (see n. 123).

181, Ihid,

182, 1920 LIS, census, Jefferson County, population schedule, Loutsville, 12th ward, ED 218, 510 5, sheet 6,
dwelling 115, family 148; NARA microfilm T625, roll 582,

183 Thid.; Mary Fusting Probare File.

184 1900 LS. Cenaus, Jefferson Coumry, Lovisville, Bth ward, ED 136, 51 5, sheer 10, dwelling 213, family
2132, NARA microfitm T623, roll 533,

185, Tombetone imscription, kot 89 (Wyatt), Cave Hill, gives only his year of death,

186. Matthew E Fleicher death centificare, no, 156-50-301214, Mew York City Bupesu of Vil Reconds,
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A machinist and patternmaker, John went to New York City before 1873—
perhaps because he was offered a job by Thomas Edison, who had worked near the
Fletcher machine shop in Louisville.'® In 1880 John, Louise, and their two
children shared their Manhattan household with Louise’s sister (Emily Ecker) and
grandmother (Margaret Engel).!” By 1900, the Fletchers were in Brooklyn,'s2
where John had his own machine shop until his death in 1914.!53

Children of John Punshon? and Louise (Ecker) Fletcher were as follows:

+ 22 i. MATTHEW EMERSON? FLETCHER, born 10 April 1878 in Manhattan; died 18
January 1950, Brooklyn.'**He married there on 24 May 1911, Violet Anderson.'%
+ 23 ii. HOWARD CROSBY FLETCHER, born 4 February 1880 in Manhattan; died 11
January 1938, Brooklyn.'* He married there on 17May 1911, Ada Van Deusen.'s?
24 iii. JOHN FRANKLIN FLETCHER, born September 1883 in Manhattan;'*® died 9
January 1907 in Brooklyn, of pneumonia.'* John married there on 31 January
1905, Albertina Prutzmann, daughter of William and “Kath.” Prutzmann.'® A
patternmaker, John left no children.'®
25 iv. GEORGE FUSTING FLETCHER was born June 1887 in Brooklyn; died 1 January
1943 in Massena, Lawrence County, New York.'? George married (1) 1 May
1913 in Brooklyn, Esta M. Mintz;'® and (2) after 1935, place unknown, Loretta
Buoy.'®* Esta bore a stillborn baby in December 1920 at Brooklyn's Harbor
Heights Hospital.'*> They adopted his niece, Peggy Fletcher, after her father
Herbertdied in 1932.'% George was superintendent of Massena Mica Company.'s?
+ 26 v. HERBERT SPENCER FLETCHER was born June 1890 in Brooklyn;'s® died 16
November 1932.'® He married Margaret Pender, date unknown, probably in
Brooklyn.'®
+ 27 vi. CAROLYN LOUISE FLETCHER was born 28 July 1894 in Brooklyn;'"" died 24 June

150. Trow’s New York City Directory for the Year EndingMay 1, 1874, 424. For an evaluation of the Edison story
and evidence found to date, see p. 288.

151. 1880 U.S. census, New York County, population schedule, New York City, 22d ward, ED 454, SD 1, sheet
46, dwelling 432, family 393; NARA microfilm T9, roll 889.

152. 1900 U.S. census, Kings County (see n. 2).

153. Information supplied by Carolyn Fletcher Woodward, their daughter.

154. Matthew E. Fletcher death certificate no. 156-50-301214, New York City Bureau of Vital Records.

155. Marriage certificate no. 43927 [number unclear] (1911), Office of the City Clerk, New York City.

156. Howard C. Fletcher death certificate no. 1007 (1938), New York City Bureau of Vital Records.

157. Marriage certificate no. 4386 (1911), Office of the City Clerk, New York City.

158. 1900 U.S. census, Kings County (see n. 2).

159. John E Fletcher, death certificate no. 865 (1907), New York City Bureau of Vital Records.

160. Marriage certificate no. 893 (1905), Office of the City Clerk, New York City.

161. Information provided by his sister, Carolyn Fletcher Woodward.

162. George E Fletcher death certificate no. 3055 (1943), New York State Division of Vital Statistics.

163. Marriage certificate no. 5334 (1913), Office of the City Clerk, New York City.

164. Information provided by George's niece, Lucille Fletcher Wallop of Oxford, Maryland, daughter of
Matthew E. Fletcher.

165. Records of Lutheran Cemetery Office, Middle Village, Long Island.

166. Personal knowledge of the author.

167. George E Fletcher death certificate no. 3055 (1943), New York State Division of Vital Statistics.

168. 1900 U.S. Census, Kings County (see n. 2)

169. Herbert S. Fletcher death certificate no. 22155 (1932), New York City Bureau of Vital Records.

170. Information supplied by Caroline Fletcher Woodward, his sister.

171. Ibid.
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a member of Lorraine Lodge no. 4, International Order of Odd Fellows of Ken-
tucky, from 1897 to his death and served in several capaciries.'”

Known or presumed children of Herman L. and Eliza A. (Beeler) Fletcher were '

194 (MROY! FLETCHER, birth date unknown, presumably in Louisville; died 26 May
1883; burted in the family plot at Cave Hill Cemetery.!™

20 il WARREN COURTLAND FLETCHER, born September 1885 in Kentucky;* died
befiore 1963, Warren married, but his wife's name is not known. They had two
children living at Houston in 1968: Herman Thomas and Warren Courtland Ir.,
who received a share of the estate of their father’s cousin, Mary Gertrude
Fusting.'¥

21 ik (Y MALUD ALYSFLETCHER, birth date unknown; died 28 Seprember 1920, buried
in the family plot at Cave Hill Cemetery.' (She may be o child of Warren.)

7. John Punshon® Fletcher (Matthew' Punshon alias Fletcher, Luke® Punshon,
Luke®, George") was born 24 June 1844, in Vienna, Austria; died 19 June 1914 in
Brooklyn, Kings County, New York.'™ He wed 1 May 1877 in Manharran, Louise
Ecker," who had been bom there on 23 March 1856 to Frederick and Barbara
(Engel) Ecker. Louise died 16 March 1943 in Massena, Lawrence County, New
York, " where she had been living with their son George.'" Both she and John are
buried at Lutheran Cemetery on Long Island. "

John, who immigrated with his family at the age of twelve, is the source of the
family legends that prompted this study. Yet records remain silent about the one
account most central to him: his attitude toward the Catholic Church. His parents
both came from staunch Catholic families. Yet once they left Austria, no evidence
connects them to the Catholic Church. In later years, John told his family that the
priests who taught him had hit him over the head with a Bible as punishment, but
one is tempred to speculare that wharever happened ro him was surely of a more
serious nature. In old age, when very ill, John wamed his family that if—while
dying and delirious—he might ask for a priest, they should not comply.'

137. Herman Fletcher abituary (see no 1311,

138, The children Roy and Msud Alys donot sppear in the family household on any census. The anly records
found for chem are their tombstones in the Herman Flercher log, which cite their dates of death.

139, Tombstone inscription, lot 305 (Flercher), Cave Hill

140, 1900 LLS. census, Jefferson County, population schedule, Louisville, Bth ward, ED 135, 513 5, sheet 8,
dwelling 145, family 163; NARA microfilm T623, roll 532 Warren’s middle name comes from Mary Fusting
Prabite File (see n. 121), Elima's mother, Sarah, was living with them at that time.

141, Mary Fusting Probate File

142, Ihid.

143, Tombstone inscription, ot 305 (Fleacher), Cave Hill

144. John Punshon Flercher death cemificate (iee n. 2), gives birth ond death dates but cites birthplace only
s Ausrrin. He i3 presumed bom in Vienna, given his father's employment there ar the rime:

145, Marringe repistration 2186-77, Office of the City Clerk, Mew York.

146. Louise Fletcher deach cemificare 19318 (1943), New Yark State Division of Vieal Sraristics.

147. Personal knowledie of the aurhar.

148, Cemetery Office Reconds, Lutherin Cemetery; 67-29 Metropolitan. Avenue; Middle Village {Long
Island), WY 11379, The authar tnscribed and photographed the family stones there in 1996,

149, Information supplied by Caroline Flercher Woodward, davsghier of John.,
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Mary, a bookkeeper,'? was the last of the Fusting-Fletcher line to die. She left her
modest estate to her various cousins andfor their children—and gave equal
portions toa couple of neighbors and a policeman who she felt had protected her
in her last years.'? By the time of her death, the Fusting home was no longer in
a fashionable neighborhood, and Mary apparently had felt threatened.

17 vi. WILHEMINA “MINNIE” FUSTING, born June 1880; buried June 1963;'# Minnie
married 6 December 1906 in Louisville, Charles E. Haehl Jr. She was an artist,
did exquisite needlework, and for several years illustrated and wrote a sewing
column for the Louisville newspaper under the pen name “Patsy Dean.”'?® Her
husband Charles, a salesman for the D. G. Stewart Company during part of his
career,'” was buried 25 April 1963.1%

18 vii. WILLIAMFLETCHER FUSTING, born May 1883; buried March 1959.'He married
(date unknown) Hettie Eccles, sister of Dr. Lewis W. Eccles; she died 8 August
1936, at their home in Anchorage, Kentucky.'”

6. Herman L[uke?}? Fletcher (Matthew' Punshon alias Fletcher, Luke? Punshon,
Luke?, George®), born 29 December 1842 in Rossau Parish, Vienna, Austria;!*
died 13 December 1912 in Louisville, Kentucky.!' Herman married 30 August
1870 in Louisville, Eliza B. Beeler,'’? who had been born 29 April 1844 in
Kentucky to Jordan and Sarah [—?—] Beeler and died 27 June 1931 in Louis-
ville.!?? Both are buried at Cave Hill Cemetery.

Herman appears on no known record, as an adult, until after the Civil War. His
first city-directory appearance, 1866-67, cites him as a civil engineer;'** perhaps
that strategic occupation earned him a military exemption. In following years, the
directories and censuses call him a machinist and a builder of woodworking
machinery and steam engines; some directories identify various machinery compa-
nies that employed him.!** By 1891 he had his own machine shop.!* Herman was

122. For example, see Caron's Annual Directory of the City of Louisville for 1908, 535.

123. Mary Fusting Probate File, no. 110187, Jefferson County Clerk’s Office, Louisville. Mary’s will and estate
settlement papers reveal much about the family of Caroline and George Fusting. Her belongings were auctioned
at an estate sale after her death.

124. Minnie Haehl tombstone, lot 18 (Fusting), Cave Hill.

125. Personal information supplied by her grandniece, Sue Kunz Logan of Shelbyville, Kentucky.

126. Caron’s Annual Directory of the City of Louisville for 1946-47 (Louisville: Bradley and Gilbert, 1946), 412.

127. Tombstone inscription, lot 18 (Fusting), Cave Hill.

128. Ibid.

129. Ibid.; Louisville Courier Journal, 9 August 1936, sect. 1, p. 7, col. 6, and sect. 5, p. 6, col. 2

130. Herrmann Fletscher baptism, 1842: 158, Rossau Parish.

131. HermanL. Fletcher death certificate (see n. 94); Herman Fletcher obituary, Louisville Courier-Journal, 15
December 1912, sect. 1, p. 11, col. 2.

132. Jefferson County Marriage Book 10, 1868-1872: 176.

133. Eliza B. Fletcher tombstone inscription, lot 305 (Fletcher), Cave Hill, cites her dates of birth and death.
She is listed (with a Kentucky birthplace) in the family of Jordan and Sarah Beeler, living in the Matthew Leach
household, on the 1850 U.S. Census, Jefferson County, population schedule, Louisville, 2d district, p. 151,
dwelling 143, family 183; NARA microfilm M432, roll 206.

134. Edward’s Annual Divectory, City of Louisville for 1866-67, 206.

135. Forexample, see Caron’s Annual Divectory of the City of Louisville for 1871 (Louisville: Bradley and Gilberr,
1871), 189; and Caron’s Annual Divectory of the City of Louisville for 1872 (Louisville: C. K. Caron, 1872), 199.

136. Caron’s Annual Directory of the City of Louisville for 1891 (Louisville: Bradley and Gilbert, 1891), 393.
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SECOND GENERATION

4. Caroline’ “Carrie” Theresia Sophia Fletcher (Matthew' Punshon alias
Fletcher, Luke?® Fletcher, Luke®, George®™), born 4 August 1840 in Rossau Parish,
Vienna, Austria; baprized the following day;'™ died 13 September 1927, in Louis-
ville, Kentucky."™® She married in Louisville, 25 September 1867, George Henry
Fusting,'™ who had been born at Hanover, Germany,'® on 6 December 1842 and
died on 9 November 1905, Louisville."" Caroline and George are both buried at
Cave Hill, as are all their children.

George, a hardware dealer (stoves and tinware) and a prominent parishioner of
the Protestant Episcopal Church, was the only member of this family in Louisville
to leave trace of a religious affiliation.'"* After his death, Carrie and the children
moved to Cypress Street, where they lived for the rest of their lives. The one
daughter who married, Wilhemina, settled in the house next-door.'!

Children of George Henry and Caroline’ (Fletcher) Fusting—all of whom were
born in Kentucky and (except Wilhemina) died in the family home—were'"

12 i JOHNNIE' FUSTING, birth date uncermin; buried 10 Junie- 1876,'"

13 ii. MATTHEW FLETCHER FUSTING, born in August 1872; buried in November 1925,
Marthew, who followed his father into the hardware business, never wed !

14 i ANNE-ANNIEMARIE FUSTING, born in Janunry 1873; buried in March 1955,
Annie probably kept house for the rest of the family, as she is not listed with an
ocoupation in uny of the ciry directories.

15 v, LEQCADIA "GARDIET A FUSTING, born in Movember 1877; buried in November
1942."" Gardie was a stenographen'™®

16 v, MARY GERTRUDE FUSTING, born in December 1879 buried in July 1966.'4

107, Baptismal enery 1840: 376, Rossin Parish. John's childmen alvays called ker "Aunt Carrie."

108, Caroline Fusting death cerrificare 20735, Office of Vital Smistics, Frankfony tombstone inscription;, lot
18 (Fusting), Cave Hill,

109, Jeffemson County Marriape Book 9: 560-61.

1100 1850 LS, censies, Jefferson County, population schedule, Lovisville, ward 1, p.185% NARA microfilm
M432, roll 206, This recard lsts George Fusting, dge 7, with Minnie Fusting (593 and Herman Fusting (20 ); all
wiere borm in Hanover, Germuny, s were the members of the two other Fusting families in Lowtsville.

111, Tombstone inscriprion, lo 18 (Fusting), Cave Hill. George wis fiest interred in the Flereher lot (376) bur
was moved on 27 September 1927 1o the Fussing sites see also Jefferson County Settlernent Book 98: 29395,
Counry Clerk's Office, Louiaville.

112 George Fusting obituary, Lossille Couriegrlourmal, 10 Movember 1905, pu 4, col. 6.

1830 Caron's Armssal Pivectory of the Ciey of Loudsedlle for 1908 (Loviseille: Bradley and Gilberr, 1908): 534-35;
s pemsonal knowledpe of the author, who visited the Fusting fmily in June 1948,

114. For birth dota, see 1900 U5, Censim, Jeffenon County, population scheduole, Louisville, Sth ward, ED
113, 505, sheet 8, dwelling 144, family 171 MARA microfilm TG623, roll 532,

115, Tombstone inscription, lot 376 (Fletcher), Cave Hill,

116, Tombitone tnscription, ot 18 (Fusting), Cave Hill.

117, Informarion provided by Carolyn Flercher Woodward, Matthew's first cousin and mather of the present
writes,

F18 Tombstone inscription, lot 18 (Fusting), Cave Hill

119, Ihid: The nickname s thie one by which the present writer has always heard the family eall her.

120, For example, see Carmm’s Anmal Divectory of the Ciry of Lenisville for 1908, 535.

21, Tombstone inscription, lov 18 { Fusting}, Cive Hill.



1999 Winner, NGS Family History Writing Contest: Fletcher Legends 287

lost son: he was “moral, industrious and had no particular attachment to any
female.”®

3 ii. LEOPOLDINA FLETCHER, baptized 18 October 1838 in Vienna; died the nextday
amid a pox epidemic that would claim her mother. Subsequently, a church clerk
would note beside her baptismal entry that her father had legitimized her
posthumously in 1841.%

Known children of Matthew' and Leocadia (Dédek) Fletcher were as follows:

+ 4 i. CAROLINE**CARRIE"THERESIA SOPHIA FLETCHER, bom4August 1840, Vienna,
Austria;¥ died 13 September 1927, Louisville, Kentucky.® Caroline married in
Louisville, 25 September 1867, George H. Fusting.®

5 ii. LEOCADIA HERMIONE ERNESTINE FLETCHER, born 4 August 1841, Vienna;®
buried 29 February 1908, Louisville.* She never married but contributed to the
family income by doing needlework.”

+ 6 iii. HERMANL[UKE!)FLETCHER, born29 December 1842, Vienna;* died 13 December
1912, Louisville.® Herman married there, 30 August 1870, Eliza B. Beeler.%

+ 7 iv. JOHN PUNSHON FLETCHER, born 26 June 1844 in Austria; died 19 June 1914,
Brooklyn, New York.% He wed in New York City, 1 May 1877, Louise Ecker.”

+ 8 v. ELLENOR “NELLIE"FLETCHER, born 25 December 1845 in Austria; died 22 April
1917, Louisville.®® She married in Louisville, 5 May 1869, Jesse Wyatt.”

9 vi. THERESA FLETCHER, born about 1849, Austria.'® (The 1856 ship roll places her
birth about 1851; the 1860 census, about 1849.'! The 1870 census garbles her
name as Grace and places her birth about 1853;'% the 1880 census has Theresa,
born about 1855.19") No further records found.

10 vii. LEO FLETCHER, born about 1852, perhaps in Bohemia; died 185660, U.S.1%
11 viii. ANN“ANNIE" FLETCHER, born about 1855 in Bohemia;'%® buried 20 November
1865 in Louisville.'% '

85. Ibid., letter of 3 September 1875.
86. Baptismal entry 1838: 193 and burial entry 1838: 96, Rossau Parish.
87. Baptismal entry 1840: 376, Rossau Parish.
88. Caroline Fusting death certificate no. 20735, State Office of Vital Statistics, Frankfort, incorrectly
reports her year of birth as 1841; and her tombstone in Cave Hill Cemetery incorrectly cites it as 1842.
89. Jefferson County Marriage Book 9, 1864-1868: 560-61; FHL microfilm 0,482,710.
90. Baptismal entry 1841: [no number], Rossau Parish.
91. Tombstone inscription, lot 376 (Fletcher), Cave Hill. No death certificate has been found.
92. Fletcher Pension Application (see n. 35), letter of 12 June 1876 from Fusting to Bureau of Pensions.
93. Herrmann Fletscher baptismal entry 1842: 158, Rossau Parish.
94. Herman L. Fletcher death certificate no. 30832, State Office of Vital Statistics, Frankfort, gives year of
birth incorrectly as 1841; the year on his tombstone at Cave Hill agrees with that of baptismal record: 1842.
95. Jefferson County Marriage Book 10, 1868-1872: 176; FHL microfilm 0,482,711.
96. John Punshon Fletcher death certificate (see n. 2).
97. Marriage registration 2186-77, Office of the City Clerk, New York.
98. Nellie Wyatt death certificate no. 11103, Kentucky Office of Vital Statistics, Frankfort.
99. Jefferson County Marriage Book 10, 1868-1872: 85.
100. 1860 U.S. census, Jefferson County (see n. 3).
101. Ibid.; City of Baltimore Passenger Manifest (see n. 36).
102. 1870 U.S. census, Jefferson County, population schedule, Louisville, 10th ward, p. 152, dwelling 792,
family 1266; NARA microfilm M593, roll 475.
103. 1880 U.S. census, Jefferson County, population schedule, Louisville, 10th ward, ED 148, SD 2, sheet 63,
dwelling 526, family 627, NARA microfilm T9, roll 424.
104. 1860 U.S. census, Jefferson County (see n. 3).
105. Ibid. gives her age as 5; she appears as 1 on City of Baltimore Passenger Manifest (see n. 45).
106. Annie Fletcher tombstone, lot 376 (Fletcher), Cave Hill Cemetery.
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died 24 October 1838 and is buried in Vienna's Hernold Cemetery.” Marthew wed
11 September 1839 in Stepney District, London, England,”™ Leocadia Dédek
[variously Dedek, Didek, Did],” who had been bormn 20 September 1815 in
Mnichové Hradi$té(aka Minchengriitz), Bohemia, ro Johann Dédek and his wife,
Theresa Czech.™ Leocadia died in Louisville, Kentucky, on | September 1884.7

Known children of Matthew' Fletcher and Theresa Strafinger were

1 i WILLIAM? FLETCHER, baptized in Vienna, Austria, 17 October 1836;™ died
{probably) 20 September 1863 at Chickamauga, Georgia.,” After the deach of his
maother, Willinm was legitimized by his father™ and reared by his stepmother. He
immigrated to America with the rest of his family in June 1856™ and filed his
declurmtion of intention to become n United States citizen on 7 November 1857,
at New Albany (Flovd County), Indinna.* Working in his fathers machine shop
until war erupred * William enlisted in the Union Army on 9 September 1861,
choosing Company F, Fifth Regiment, Kentucky Infantry™ The "Louisville
Legion,” as it was known, is found throughout moany Civil War campaigns,
including the Battles of Shiloh, Stone's River, Chickamauga, Missionary Ridge,
and Atlanta—ultimately joining forces with General Willinm Tecumseh Sherman
in North Carolina for the surrender of Confederate General Joseph Johnston.™

William's final days are described in o poignant letter thar his commanding
officer wrote Matthew, Reporting that Willinm was not seen on Sunday the 20th
after a charge made by the regiment, Lt. William H. Powelladded: "l have a preat
interest, on account of his steady, soldierly bearing; he wis a man always fit for
duty, sober and industrious . . . and when under fire none were cooler or could
behave hetter. . . . He was one that stood by me on the memorable night of the
19th of September; only 4 out of the 27 that went into action that [sic] came out
with this regiment; he was one of those."™ Relaying this létter to the Pension
Office in support of his application, Matthew added his own assessment of the

T1. Wilbwelm Flemscher baptism, 1836: 373 Leopalding Flétscher baptiam, 1838: 193; Leopolding Fletscher
burial, 1838 96; and Theresin Scrafinger barial, 1TE38: 97, all in Rosau Parish, Theresia's birth date, her place
of birth, and the names of her patents are given in the baptismal entry for her daughter Leopoldina. Matthew's
letter to Bureau of Pensions an 3 September 1875 gives the burial place of his son’s mother,

72, Flewcher-Dedek murrisge certificate (see n. 210,

T3, The nonme i spelbed Dédek in the Bohemion reconds relating to this family—both the previously cited ones
from Mnichové Hradifeé Parish and the | T84-94 registers of Loukavee Parlsh (particulardy see LY (5 and 184
13-36). In the Austrian and English records cited in this paper. the name is Didek and Dedek. On the ship
mamifest and the 1560 Keniucky census, it is rendered [id.

T4, Levcadia Dedek baptism entry, Catholic Parish Registers, val, 125 21, Mnichové Hraadized,

75. Tombstone inscription, lot 376 (Flewcher), Cave HIl Cemetery.

76, Wilhelm Fletseher buprism, 1836 373, Rosau Parish.

T7. Fewcher Pension Application (see o, 350, lener of 12 July 1875 from Adjutine General's Office 1o
Commissioner of Pensions.

78, A morginal pote appended to Willtom's baptismol recond (seen 710 staves that be had been legitimized
“acicording o decree no. 9725920 dated 26 March 1841 from the High Coun."

9. City of Baltimore Passenger Manifest (see oo 451

80. Floyd County Naturalization Book 1: 255,

81. Fletcher Pension Application, letter of 3 September 1873 1o Penston Office.

82. William Fletcher, Compiled Military Service Record (scen. 551

BY. Frederick H. Dyer, A Compendium of the War of the Rebellion, 3 vols. (Des Moines: Dyer Publishing Co.,
1908), 2: 1199- 1200,

B4. Fletcher Pension Application, letter of 11 Movember 1863, Powell o Matthew Fletcher.
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home from the war. Penned in German and very damaged, it seems to conrain a
reference to “Mateus Fletscher” in a contexr thar should nor be a reference to the
father he was addressing.™ (Playing devil's advocate with this evidence, however,
one might also ask why William would write to his parents about a brother and
refer ro him by surmname as well as given name. )

The Edison legend mighr be true, but ir is equally difficult to prove or disprove.
Three years younger than John Fletcher, Thomas Alva Edison was a wanderer in
his youth. Leaving his home in Port Huron, Michigan, he was in Memphis by 1864.
From there he moved 1o Nashville and finally to Louisville, where he took a job as
a telegrapher and worked for Western Union for a couple of years. Thar Western
Union office was at 213 Main Street, not far from Matthew's shop.®® Marthew's
inventive mind should have been an attraction 1o the young Edison, and the
machining and patternmaking thar the Fletchers did there were among the skills
Edison needed later to produce his inventions.

By 1870 Edison was in New York, an “invenror” living ar 80 Broadway but
operating his business in New Jersey.™ According to a recent biographer, he opened
his mechanical shop in Newark and, later, his laboratory at Menlo Park.* Mean-
while, John Fletcher, machinist, makes his first appearance in the New York
directory of 1873.% No known New York or New Jersey record connects him to
Edison.” Nor does any explain why he left Lovisville for America's largest city, in
which he had no known kin. The only clue is the statement of his children: Edison
offered him a job, but he decided nor to take it. If true, John was correct in labeling
Edison a dreamer. Geniuses often are, But genius is much harder to recognize; and
gambling on the genius of another is a risky way to support a family.

GENEALOGICAL SUMMARY
FIRST GENERATION

1. Matthew' Punshon alias Fletcher (Luke® Punshon, Luke®, George®), born 5
December 1801 in Stourbridge, Worcestershire, England; died 11 March 1891,
Louisville, Kentucky.™ Matthew's first union, not formalized, occurred in Vienna,
1836-38, with Theresia Strafinger, who had been baptized 5 April 1807 in
Aschau, Austria, as daughter of Franz and Theresia (Wetzel) Strafinger; Theresia

6, Fletcher Pension Applicution {see n. 33, letter of 2%ch [no month or yeur] from William Fleccher, Coanmp
Seamton, to parents. Roger Minert translaed this tom and  barely legible document.

f5. Yarer, Tivo Hundred Years ar the Falls of the Ohdo, 119, Edison has ot been found in any Loutsville ciry
directories of the 1860s (the period Yater places him there).

66, Trow's New York Gty Diigetory for the Year Ending May 1, 1871 {Mew York: Trow City Directory Ca,, 18700,
147, This s the only incidence of Edison found in the New York City direcrorics.

67, Meil Baldwin, Edison: Inenting the Centiery (New York: Hyperion, 1996), 40-41.

68, Trou's Newu Yook City Dircctiry for the Year Ending May [, 1874 (New York: John E Trow, 1873), 424,

69, This search has not included the Thomas Edison Papers at Rutgens Unbversity, which include sime 5
million pagees and no master mdex.
70, Tumbstone inscription, lot 376 (Flercher), Cave Hill
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