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Two v i ews of lhe ~kull of 

Sgt . Charles floyd. 

from a picture ~t the 
C

• Q Sioux 
l ty Mus~ulll. 
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Clouday about 10. o.ck. it Cleared : up we nRived nt . the Mo.bas 
Village about 2 oclock P .m Bent Som of ouet· men to ·se if aoey 
of the natives wns at Honie thay Returna found none of them at 
Home . J . . . . ·. 
Tuesday august 14th Lay by for ouer men How we ba<l Sent 
after the Desarter on the 7th thes Indians has not Live at the 
town Seace the• Sm~.llpoks was · so bad abut 4 years ago tbay 
Burnt tho.re town and onley live about it in the Winter and in· 
the Spring Go all of them in. the praries nfter tbe Bufiow and 
dos not Return until! the fall to meet the french trnders tbay 
Rase no Corn nor nney thing excep Som times thay Rase Som 
Corn and then the Ottoe nation Comes and Cut8 it Down while 
thay are in ti.le prnries 
Wendesday august 15th Capt Clal'lr aud 10 of his meu nod my· 
Self went to the Mabus Ct·eek n fishen and Caut 300 ancl 17 fish 
of Difernt Coindes ouer men has not Returnd yet 
Thursday august 16th Capt Lewis and 12 of bis men went to the 
Ct·eek a fisben Cuut 709 fish Differnt Coindes 
;Friday august 17th Continued Hent· for ouet· men thay did not 
Return Lust night . Sntturday nugt 18th oue r meu Returud nud 
Brot with them the mnn and Brot with them the Grn.ncl Cl.iief of 
t~e ottoes and 2. Loer ones an~ 6 youers of tbnre nnttion 

the 22th June 
Charles Floyd 
Winser 22thd 
R. Field 22thd 

[On last fly-leaf. J 

J. Field Gard for tilomr>sou Hith July 
Newman· 4 
Gass Gard for tl.iompson 
MCNeel 
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l1EPOI1T OF' THE FLOYD MEM011IAL ASSOCIATION. 

S ec. 4. Floyd's Dea th a.11d B11ria,l, Aug. 20, 1804. 

As we have seeu. 

the last entry In Floyd 's Journal Is of August 18, 1804, two dnys before his 
dcal11. The ofncial rncord of A11g11st 20 stand s ns follows In the Dlclclle His­
tory of th e Expcclltlon , 181'1 , p. '18: 

"!·Ir.re we had ll11 ~ ml sforl11 1H~ l o lo:;c! one of 011r Sergeants, Ch:trles li'loyd . 
I l o w;u; yc:ilcr day Hl1 i zncl wilh a hlllo11H co l l\:, :ind 1tll our cnro n111l nllenllon 
were l neffccl11al Lo rr.llcvc him. A Ji llie hr.for e his dea.Lh he snld to Capl. 
C lark , 'I nm i;o in ~ to leave you;' his slr cni;Lh failed him ns he atl<l cd, ' I want 
you t o w ri te m e a lel l cr.' ITe <l i ed wllh a co mposure which jusllfietl th e 
high op i nion wo hacl formed o f his firmness and good conduct. He wns 
buri ed on the tori or t he bluer with th e honors due to a brave solcller: the 
place of his interment wns marlrn cl by a cedar p9st, on which his name ancl 
tlia dny of hi s rl ea lh were Inscribed. About n mile beyond this pince, to 
w hich w e gave hiH name, ls a. small river about 30 yards wide, on the north, 
which we called F'loycl's riv er, wh ere w e campcll." 

T o th i s curt a11cl precisl' r econl the Journal of Patri ck Gn ss (who was 
made Sergeant August 22, v ice Floyd, deceased) adds some particulars. V1! e 
CJUOte from th e original ecliliOll Of 1807, p. 2!}: 

" Th i s day (August 19) 8ergenn t Floyd became very sitk ancl remai necl 
1>0 nil night. He was seized w ith a complaint som ewhat like a violent colic. 

"Monday, 20th. Sergeant F' loycl continued ver y ill. We embarked early, 
and procccclccl . hnving n fn l r wind and fi ne wca lhcr, till 2 o'clock, when we 
l:i nd ccl l'or cli1111rr . I l f' r r. Sc!rgl'anl. Floyd cl i1•d . nolwl tltslandlng even • possl­
ldc effor t was rna11P IJy t he co111111a 11CIJ11g o fll n:rn, nnd other pe1·son8, to save 
his l i fe. \Ve wc11l nu aho11l a 111i lc l.o lti i.;h pr;iirlc hills (I. c .. Lo Floyd'li 
01.uff) on the north side of tho ri ver, ancl there In t erred his remains In the 
most decent manner our circumstances wou ld aclmlt; we then proceeded a 
mi le further t o a. smal l river 011 the same side nnd encamped. Our command­
ing officers gnve il t.he name of Floyd's riv er; t o perpetuate the memory of 
the first m nn who hncl f allen in this Important expedition." 

Herc I t i s seen llla.t, con trary Lo th e general bel ief, Floyd did not di~ al 
F loyd 's Dluff, where he was burled, but a mile below-say one-third of the 
distance between lhn l bl u ff and lhe pr esent site of .the town of Sergeant's 
Bluff, Woodbury Co1111ty, I n. Th e hour of death Is not given ; but it was after 
2 p. m. The pin e<! of dea th was lowland, and the Captains proceeded for the 
interme n t to the nrsl point nhovc wh ere the bluffs strike the river . 

The two foregoing noti ces rem ained the only known published r ecords 
of the den.th ti 11 18!l3. 
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Commemoration Service 

:J~l MarCTf JSS7i-. Jl~d:like con-.· 
d"ition·s~. on:·tne-:-river washed out 
part of- ·Ffoyd's ·orJgf,1-at· grave~ 
Some of hlS· re.mains ·tnGJoomg· 
t h_e ~k~ll . Ylei:-& retrieved. by 
c9n~erned persons .-and. aga 1.~ 
hti'iied" pn t_he bltiff with full 
rites:: 

this gr-a.ve~ marlced by wood~ 
en. post, .• w.as. lost' itntil an 1895 
se·a-rch. Sgt. F1oyd1s :bociy tnen 
·was exhumed and fdentiffed. T.he 
body. was oun~ a thtr.d time 
in a .gra~~ ma~~~- .6y ·a sev~n 
by tbr.e·e ·foot marbfo· '$Ja·b • 
. ·Five years . la.ter, .tlie .grave 
again was· cffstur~ed .. ·The re­
mains of ·sgt.. ·FIQyd :viere .pla_c .. 
ed· in the. mo~umenf erected :ta 
his· honor.-·--·----

. ··.The~·. monu·m~rit, .-~he 1~..St: 
~ R~grstered ~ National.Jfi5tari·c· 
· Landrnaiic~ · ·w· a s .:. :obtained 
largely through ttie ·e~J-ilf · 
Geo.- ·p. -Perkins~ a U.'S.· co,n~ 
gress~an~ ·and· publisher of" 

. The Sioux City. Journal_ · 
.:-Congr.ess and .the State .. · Of 
Io~a · · e.ach: ·appropmted: .. .$5,~0 !_. 

and· 1ocat citizen·s raised s10,00Q· . 
for .. ·. ouHCling ·th~ -1oo·t6ot ~tQwe.r~ 
· -.The:: . .''.shrme·· 1o net <:lass· .. .ar - . . . .. ... :, 
c·re-ed co·nfined--~···the. · cbm·munrty·· 
of · $ergea11t · Billft;··_, the· ·rlv~r "· · 
sCh~~ and.'sfreets·b~a.ritJ.& the. 
·Ftoyd ·.name are all. ·memorials 
to -the: ..first U,S. ~soldier· bu~icd 
west· of the Missls.sippi ·River~ 

. -~· .. · 
··. ~':' /) r., ! ,.._, -:-- :~. t"\ ". " ~. 1 T\ ! rt 

; . . ' . - :,··-- .. _(· _, .:_ :t• .. --~~·-\ > 

.. iL v .'--'•; ,_, ;·-~l. ~ U vii:. t J 




