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Cloudsy about 10 o.ck. it Cleared up we aRived at the Mahas
Village about 2 oclock P m Bent Som of ouer men to Seif aney
of the natives was at Howme thay Returnd found none of them at
Home |
Tuesday aucgust 14th Lay by for ouer men How we had Sent
after the Desarter on the 7th thes Indians has not Live at the
town Sence the:Smallpoks was so bad abut 4 years ago thay
Burpt thare town and onley live about it in the Winter and in
the Spring Go all of them in the praries after the Buflow and
dos not Return untill the fall to meet the french traders thay
Rase no Corn nor aoey thing excep Som times thuy Rase Som
Corn and then the Ottoe nation Comes nud Cuts it Down while
thay sre in the praries .
Wendesday august 15th Capt Clark and 10 of his men aod my
Self went to the Mahas Creek o fishen and Caut 300 and 17 fish
of Difernt Coindes ouer men has not Returnd yet
Thursday august 16th Capt Lewis and 12 of his men weunt to the
Creek n fishen Caut 709 fish Differnt Coindes
Friday august 17th Continued Hear for ouer men thay did not
Heturn Lust night  Satturday augt 18th ouer men Returnd auvd
Brot with them the man and Brot with them the Grand Chief of
the ottoes and 2 Loer ones and 6 youers of thare nattion

[On last fly-leaf.]
the 22th June
Charles Floyd
Winser 23thd
R. Field 22thd
J. Field Gard for thompson 16th July
Newman 4
Gass Gard for thompson
MCNeel
thompson
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at River Debaus 13th March
1804
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Thomas M
Thomis Thomis ;
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Elaxander Willard
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Lasuness
Pall
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REFORT OF THE FLOYD MEMORIAL ABSOCIATION.

Sec 4. Floyd's Death and Burial, Aung 20, 1804,

As we liave seéen,

the last entry in Floyd's Journnl is of August 18, 1804, two dnys before his
death. The official record of August 20 stands as follpws In the Diddle Iis-
tory of the Txpaditlen, 1814, p. 44;

“HMove wo had Uho midsfortone Lo loso one of our Sergennta, Chnrles Ployd.
Ho was vouterdoy seizod wilh o bllTeos eolle, sl all our enre nmd attontlon
were Inclectunl o rolieve hilm. A Hitle Before Ljs denth he sald to Capt
Clark, 'T am going to leave you:' hig strongth Mmiled him as he ndded, 'I want
you to write moe n letter.” 1le dled wilth o composure which Justified the
high eplnion wo hnd formed of hls Oermness and good conduct. He was
buried on the top of the bluff with the honors due to a brave soldier: the
place of his intérment wos markaed by o eodnr post, on which his name and
tha doy of his denth were Inseribed. About o mile beyond this place, te
which wa gave his name, {8 o small river about 30 yvards wide, on the north,
which we called Floyd's river, where we eamnped.”

To this eurt and precise record the Journnl of Patrick Gass (who was
made Bergeant August 22, vice Moyd, decensed) ndds some particulars. We
guote from the orlginnl edition of 1807, p. 20:

“This doy (Aungust 19) Sergennt Floyd beecame very sitk and remained
an all night. He was selzed wilh a complaint somewhat ke a violent colle.

“Monday, 20th. Bergeant Floyd continued very ill. We embarked early,
nnd prococded, having a fale wind and fine wentheor, ti 2 o'clock, when we
tonded for dinner,  Heee Sorgeant Floyd disd, sotwithstanding every poesi-
hie offort was maale by the commamdbngg oflicers, und other persons, Lo save
his lfe. Weo wend on abont aomile too high pesiele hillg (1 o, to Floyd's
Blufly on the north stde of tho viver, aod there Interred his remains in the
most decent manper our ¢lreumstances would admit; we then procesded &
mlle further to n small river on the same slde and encamped. Our commansd-
Ing ollicers gave iL the nome of Woyvd's rlver; to perpetunte the memory of
the first man who had fallen In this important expedition.”

Here It |s seen thit, contrary to the general bellef, Flovd did not die st
Floyd's Blufl, where he was buried, but a mile below—say one-third of the
tistance hetween that BInM and the present site of .the town of Sergeant's
Bluff, Woodbuary Connty, Ia.  The hour of death |5 not glven: but it was after
2 p.om, The place of dentlh was lowland, and the Captains proceeded for the
Interment to the ffest poinl above where the blufs strike the river,

The two foregolng noticez remalped the only lknown published records
ol the death till 1593,
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Taken from the Sioux City Journal
Saturday, August 21, 1971 -- pg. 2
Commemoration Service

‘In Mareh 1857; flood:like con-:
ditions: on- the river washed out
part of Floyd's original grave;
Some of his: remaifis including
the skull were retrieved by
concerned persons and. again
buried- on the bluff with full
rites,: _

This grave, marked by wood-
En-posty, was. lost imtil an 1895
search. Sgt. Floyd's body then
was exhumed and identified. The
body was buried a third time
in a grave marked by a seven
by three foot marble slab.

v ' . Five years later, the grave
: again was disturbed, The re-
3 £Y thains of Sgt. Floyd were plac+
iin); ed in the monument erécted to
TEsiiae his honor- ——
w0 | " The wmonument, -the first

‘Registered  National- Historic
‘Landntark,  wa s: obtained |
largely through the efforts of
Geo. P. -Perkins; a U,S. con-
gressman and publisher of
| The Sioux City. Journal.___|
Congress and .the State 'of
Towa - each--appropriated. $5,000._
and local:citizens raised $10,000"
for building ‘the 100-foot fower.
The:.“shrine to no class .or
creed confined ™" the community”
of Sergeant Bluff,” the rivér,
schools, and streets bearing the
Fl6yd -name are all. memorials
to the first U,S. soldier buried
west of the Mississippi River.
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