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PREFACE - . ¢ . °

Our pioneer settlers had a taste for adventure

3

and thrill, They were a restless people, It is said that this is a

restless and disconterted age, but no more so than it has always been, ‘

There are faster rays to get about now and more different things to
keep'..us on the move, | . o L
o S The pioneers would treck from one state to
another and from one county to another in the same state.

They were like the cow which looks over the/ fence and seegfs greener

pastures, It was not just a fence the settlers enr'.:ountered, but’

mountaans, a wﬂderness and Indians w1th unbeaten trails to travel,

' ,"» «These people gave up all thelr comforts and securlty and% rlsked every-
”th:mg to open up and develop new terr:.tory. The _women were as courage~
ous. as “the men, You w1ll read about a man down in North Carollna who
-‘.‘ has just returned from Phlladelphla, orx one in Kentucky who has gone
 to Virginia on 'busmess, It will never cease to be a miracle ‘how those

. - people did get about in the early,days.c L _— "f .;'"_‘.,_4 ,’t ]

| i . ~_s. I hear all these folk had mamas - and papas but

- Aﬁsometlme I doubt 1t because they were so migratory, it has made them a
'very d:l.fflcult to trace. I think surely the,/ must be 11ke Topsy, :
o "Just growed" | » They 1ived busy and colorful l:Lves and in tracing

our ancestors, we. find that’ they make as mterestmg readlng mater:.al

‘as the pages of a book. They were ma.klng hz.story in this new country o

and 1t is not bad for us to get acquainted w:Lth them,

It makes us a.ppreclatlve of the thmgs we enj oy, today andxwhat we .

are now flghtmg for. . A ; R
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 Burgess, John Jd"ied before I683,

FOWLER FAMILY, |

bata talgen"from "House of Fowler";

chepter 4, page 68,

The name Fowler comes from the ancient Aﬁgﬁle—
Norman' origin, and from the Anglo-Sa¥on word "Fugal", meaning fowl,.
However,most of the Fowlers in America are of En.gllsh descent, |
It seems the early bearers of the name not only pursued.and captured

wild fowl but also sold them )for in its early form the French suffix

_ MereM following "fowl" meant an agent or dealer,

' It was during .the ;‘bh:':rd crusade (II9I) in
which Richard the Lion Heart%@. of England, Philip 2nd. of France
and Exnperor Frederlck Barbarosa took part, that Blchard Fowler came
1n'bo promlnence. " He took w:l.th him and maintalned during hls crusade
to Palestlne a body of Brit:l.sh Bowmen, all of whom were his tenazli.*ss.
Richard Fowler's serv1ces were 80 brllliant tha‘t. Klng Rlchard bestowed

‘upon him the crest which is the famil:.es present coat-of—arms. S

~

[
' ! ¢

From sir Rlchard the hero of the third crusade, A

we are descended. He was the progenitor of the House of Fowler that

- i!lourished for many generatlons in Buckmghamshlre ‘and other parts of ‘

. N Here we have to sk::.p three generat:.ons for la.ck

of date and begin next with Sir william of R:.cot, Oxford° 4tn descend- |

ant of Rlchard Ist,

ard was knighted by King Edward and was Cha.ncelor of the Duchy of Lan—

caster. His w:.fe, Joan, was living when he died in 1477.-

Their children were - Thomas, Wllliam, Rev. Chrlstopher, J ohn and. God-

L,

He was granted land.in the Abbey— Cwy- Her, : g _' A DR S

L

Fifth generation- sir, William's son, Slr Rich-

. freye. No rec,ord ‘of the _daughters._ Rev. Chrlstopher marrled Ellzabeth ‘



P. 2- _Fowler.

_ ‘Willia'.m,. second son of Thomas, see above,:
was one of the ;poets at the court of James VI, in I560, Thomas' brother

who married Elizabeth Burgess was a distinguished Presbyterian minister,

John Fowler, seventh generation, who was

son of Christopher the minister, came to Virginia and settled on the

l. Appamattox river, | J.ohn died in 1683, leaving three sons, John,Mark and

- Godfrey., John Fowler came from Emgland 1652~1662, Land granted him in

. Eenrico co.,Va., Va. grants-Vol, 6-p.485.

' Without heirs,

1691 -Henrico co, deed p.379 -487, Godfrey
Powler took inheritance of father as brothers, John and Mark had died

-I743-Godfrey Fowler's will,Chesterfield Co.,

!

L Vaey mentlons sons& J ohn, hark, Godfrey. 'T‘homas deceased and Joseph who

. went to Wake Co. ,N.C. Daus. Ann Hill and Lartha Vadin, Probated 1747,

I772-Henr1co Co. ,Va. will of l\uat.thew Hobson, .

Son-ln-law,J ohn Fowler f and grandchlloren -J ohn, Wllllam, Bernard y Pollira

and Judlthr. Fowler. ‘ J ohn, son of Godfrey, m.Jud:.th hobsonoThelr

son J ohn, student at W:Llliam & Mary College, I780-member of W:Llliamsburg

" 'Lodge Free Mason. ‘,‘Jas the' CaPt- Jomm Fowler, Setﬂed in Lexmgton,Ky., ~~

" m.M:Llllcent "-‘1118, from whom Judge Fowler of that city is a descendant,

t‘,i’ -

y ;

M ’{he rec ords on these 1nd1cate that Capte J ohn and ha‘t,thew Fowler
were f;.rst cous:.ns. - Falled to say that Godﬂ“rey F‘owler s w1fe is named
“in his. will as Susannah. S | . KN h '_ |

i Merk z-owler must have moved from Chesterfield
COs s V2, 1O Dinwiddie Co, yVa, 'We find a record of his children in Din- '_
w1ddie- they were ‘Simon, Godfrey, J ohn, Henry and Sarah as belng witnesses :
to a weddlng in. a publlc meetlng house near Whlpamaock ereek. They signed \
t.he bond w:Lth 't.he:Lr cousins, J ohn and Franc:.s Ti‘owler. I also have a note
- that Godgrey s will was probated in henrico, Co. ,Va. )whlch I thmk is

correct. T ,E:‘,i L ;
. A !" Register of bir'bhs, Bristol Parish,Henrico,Co. ,Va. ’

p.338 -l\uatthew Fowler, son .of h.ark & Mary - Fowler, born J an.4th, I730,5ap~&.
August 29th, 1731. . Godfrey was in thls parish 1731, Thomas Fowler J.n I729.

'!,



p. 3- Fowler,

Our llne in Amerlca.

%

BT

\

‘ 'I.- '_ Gen. John F‘owler England to Va. . R
| 2.. Gen. Godfrey ﬁ'owler & w1fe Susannah. o
3. Gen. Mark Fowler & wife ATy, ".*'
4, Gen, HMatthew Fowler & wife Nancy, - ‘
| 5. Gen, Nancy Fowler & husband William Shearer, -

6. Gen, William Shearer and & wife Elv-eree Chenault.

In House of Fowler p.6°6 is Wlll of James Fowler
the noted scout, recorded in W ashmgton Co. ,Va. Matthew F‘owler was made
" his executor, Matthew must have lived there for a wh:r.le and could have
been brother of James,

: Madison Co.;Ky, Will book A, P,247 is will of Mat-
thew Fowler, dated Feb, 6th,1802 and probated Oct. 4th, 1802. Wlt.nessed
by Wm, NLrt:.n, Edward Logeden and James J ones. Names w1fe, __-_z sons-

"R:Lchard, Matthew and John flrst. A Then - "I give my Mlli't.arj Claim of
land on the l:Lt.tle Kanawway of two hundred and f'l*‘by acres to be equal]y

, o dlvided between my three sons, Edward, Eichard and J ohn. Appo:l.nts w:Lfe,

'/ .

'Nancy, J ohn Sappington and Thomas Clay ewecutors. /
| ‘ ‘Qf.ust mean Kanawha rlver.) o ; o } } |
. Rlchard F‘owler, ‘son of La‘tthew, w:l.ll probated in
Iuadlson Co. ,Ky. in w1ll book B. ,p.380 on Julj 7't.h,I8I7. Date when wrrt.ten,

;. May 4th, 1817, Names w1fe, ancy, chlldren, Rebecca, Lch, POllj Runeyon,

i '.'.».,.

J emlma Harrls, Nancy Shearer, and son, Bichard Fowler. R
B "  The above Rlchard mst have marr:.ed before comlng
1o Madlson. Find 1 no early marrlage of a-Richard there. Marriages of |
his chlldren named in will recorded in Madison co/ B o
, Polly Fowler m, Absalom Runyon Feb.G, 1806. .
Rlchard nowler m, Frances Brooks, Feb, I6, 1807, Jemima Fowler m.Jesse ‘
- .Harris, Aug. IO, 1813. Nancy F‘owler m. Willlam Shearer, Jan.23 I8I7, v' o "
“Rebecca Fowler: m. James Shearer Dec. 9, 1821. o " j e N
| ,‘ - Unaccounted for - some probablj Rlchard's ch$. ,
not mentloned in w1ll- J oseph Fowler m. Eln.zabeth qunm 1i‘eb. IO ISOI.
Sarah Fowler m, Martln Crews, June 21, 1801, Anney F'owler.m.Robert Brooks
May 27, I791, Thomas Fowler m, Aletha Conn, July I7, 1794%, Druslela

Fowler m, James Crews, Dec, 30, 1806, * . O




P. 4. - FOWleI‘.

, In Matthew 1i‘owle’f"s w111 he mentions that
his sons, Matthew and J iﬁ were not of age,
the Virzinia State Archives, E. is list-

ed in the index)k the Revolutionary record of Matthew Fowvler.

' These Bible dates were furnished by lirs. M.
%, Boyd, Greenville, Illinois, a descendant of Hanmah Fowler and )
Rodney ho 11110n. She has their divorce Dpapers, dated Feb, 25th 1346
and he married again Feb. 27th, 1846 ﬁ’ Irs. _ucy }oore,.
Rodney Nillion had a son J ames, who was bound out to Curtis Parecs,
and she has that paper, '
Hannah Fowler, dau, of Ma_tthew Towler,b,July 9th,I779.
Polly Fowler, b, 1806, died as Polly Jefferies, 1853,
Hofor Fowler, b, I8II, died as Homor Grubbs, . I89L | ‘
\;/Thomas rowler m.” aary Soudder, Maj I2th, 1852. Thomas, b.Nov. Izth, 1828,
vJames rowler ,b.eeb I7th,y I‘355. ' :
.Iv.at.thew Fowler, d:Led Nove IIth, 1802. _ L _ _ PR
(Nancy) 'd‘owler dled xfiarch 23rd, 1820 (i’xmst be wr“e of Matthew).
Janica 15‘owler, died Aug. 9th, 1860. Evs

vDemlse. ,

.axmah (F‘owler Mllllon dled Oct .28th, 1868, aged 89 yrs.,s no. a.nd 20
days. 1%od.ney Million died Apr. 30t,h,1863. L : i

i

o | Na.ncy Fowler, dau. o:f.’ Rlchard Fowler who was
son of Iuatthew W‘owler, marrled “Illln.am Shearer :Ln LIadJ.son Co. ,Ky. ’
Jan, 22,1817, Wllllam Shearer b. Sept. T0th,T793, died 1875. Nancy |
Fowler Shearer, b.Aor. T4th, 1793, died Julj T3th, 1854. S

Willlam ohearer, son of" mat.thew Shearer who

e

,married Hannah Mass:.e (believed to be _dau, of Sylvanus Iwassm).
' ‘3',.' Matt.hew Shearer, the pioneer, bom Laj I9th, .

I767, died Uarch I9th, I844. His w:ﬁ’e, Ha:cmah}dled Aorll 24‘t.h,1862.
[ L . ' L e ; .1 Coa P
Do not have her b1rth. s Ui e

Y

"



R 3whatever my - san.d attomey may lawfully do of and. concermo the propert;n.es. ~

p. 4- Fowler, , o | : | ; ‘ i
Madlson Co. ,Ky. ’ deed book D, ,p.774. .
Know all men by these presents that I Liat.thew
Fowler of Madlson count_/ and Commonwealth of Kentucky being entltled to ’
a tract of land containing five hundred acres lying and being in v oodford
county and State of Virginia for Military services done as a Corpral in | |
Gen, Washington's first Regt., and under Capt, Nathaniel Maésie, being
part of 2840 aeres, Survey Granted I773, Now I the said Matthew Fowler
do by these preseﬁts mominate and appoint Capt'..v James Irvine of Cumberland
County and State of Pemnsylvania my true and 1awf‘c.11 attorney for me in
my name to secure the aforesaid lands and to take possession thereon
. withou’o Authority from me also to Demand papers regpecting the aforesaid
lands in the hands of any person or persons whatever and I further Authorize
my said Attorney when said land or any part thereo*’ is recovered to enter
the same w1't.h commlssmners of 't.he tax and to pay and dlscharge such tax or

 taxes.as maybe come due thereon ratifying and holdmc :Clne a.nd Effectual

In witness thereof I have set my hand and affixed my seal 't.h:l.s IZth day

of July 1800.1/ SRR
. Lo ‘his -
s Matthew We Fowler

. Mark o

‘~ Testy ) R : | : ‘ | '
John Hockaday, P | | |

State of Kentucl;y,Madison County. | st
S I william Irvine as Clerk of the County . g

Court of Madlson co certify that thls power of At‘c.orney was Acknowledged :

before me by the. w1th1n named Latthew Fowler a part.y thereto whlch is |

;713

truly recorded in my offlce.

P 3 o -
”4( . PR Lo, . e - -

1
:
This entltles anyone to membershlp in ) | 4




pP. 5- Shearer,

william Shearer's will is recorded in the county

. clerk's office of Madison Co.,Ky. and bears date of I842, Probated,

June court I844, Those namej- Wife, Nancy,»children.- Absolom, Miriam,

Samuel, James, William, Raymond ana Simeon,

The following list of liatthew and Hannah Shearer's

children were furnished by the courtesy of Missy Minnie Shearer, Red

House, Madison Co,,Ky. to C.F.Daugherty, Champaign, Ill,

I.
2.
3.

4.

Samuel'Shearer married Polly Arnold 4-8-1824,

Raymond Shearer married Julia Gordon Sepﬁ. I, Is846,

Absolom Shearer m,Ist,(?) 2nd, Rachel Hugyely,3rd.Maggie F,Huguely
who was b, Nov, I6th, I85I, died Jan,2, I92I, Absolom died Mar,
I8th, I200, .

Burr Shearer

5, SSimeon Shearer ;

6o
,\,/7..

8. Thomas Shearer,

9, Hiram Shearer

Wllllam Shearer marrled Nancy ?owler.j

Sylvester,,or Sylvanus Shearer,

I0-Cabel Shearer

‘II.hlrlam Shearer o

' 12 James Shearer

. These names might not be in the order in whlch

they were born as do not have many birth dates, See p.7-Matthew &
Zhomas Shearer,attornies for wm.& Cabel,

I,

-,
3.,
4,
5.
6.

e

, Children of Absolom Shearer and Rachel.@hguelgy
Cabel - “now l:l.vmc in Ph&hix, Ariz,
Matthew " wm " Texington, Ky..
 Mrs, John B. Parlsh, Faygtte, Mo.
Mrs. D. F. Stafford, Coonla, Calif,. '. :. SS.V;A;.
Mrs, L.o.‘Saoplngton, Columbla, Mo. ;1:i5;it!h; jﬂ;f7‘
Mrs., G. Wilson Prewitt, Anchorage, K&. B N
Jake Shearer, Brchmono, Ky. o

Citwem




page 6- SheareT,

vy ‘; Children of Absolom and lf dgi Fe Shearer.
.I.'Harris Shearer. B
2, Huguely Shearer.:'
3, Susan Shearer,
4, Mary Shearer I rloyd Anderson; lives Colorado Springs,Colos
5, Minnie Shearer. - '

- Court records of Madison co.xshows that James
Shearer, broiher.of-wllllam, marrled Rebecca Fowler, sister of

Nancy Fowler, dJames-Shearer and Rebecca Fowler married Dec. 7th,

I812.
omas Shearer married Nancy Cobb, Madison CO, yDeC,

8th, I829. Thomas Shearer had sony Tilmaqj%g% married Eliza Histle
in Madison co, Nov, I9th, I849, -

K Sylvester Shearer went to Rockcastle co. He. flrst ‘
marrled Lu01nda Wilkerson in hadlsan co.ﬁAug; Gth,1832. He marrled
second, Susie ‘Croucher, There were twentj chlidren born in these two
'gﬁilaj‘”ﬁ ﬁote.... do not xnow if meant Thomas and Sleester, orf?
Sylvester's famlly. Sjlvester dled in Dec, I886 and is burled in
Disputanta, Ky. His W1fe, Lucrnda burled same place.

Ina note I have - Susan Shearer, w1Fe of Absolom, dled Sept.IZth,

1851. ThlS must be the flrst wife of the one who marrled the two

-Huguely women.‘
' : Samuel Shearer son of hatthew, b Apr11-I800,m.Ist,

Poily Arnold, 2nd. } Mary Watts.

‘i | L Wllllam Shearer I., son of Mattheqx'and wifeg‘Han—
nah belleved to be daughter of Sylvanus ha531e who marrled Hannah Rag-
1an, St. James Parlsh, Vlrglnla, 1757, Sjlvanus hass1e; was son of g
Peter Mass;e. Peter II baotlsed, New ‘Kent Co.,va.,Apr.Iéth I700, |
married Ann (7). ThlS peter was son of Peter. Mass1e who was’ 1n v
New Kent Co.,Va. 1698 u"j" 1A*%'5ﬂ,1;;'5{‘%¥{#’«¢i§r=%'},kgsﬁ 7

$ : - } :
ﬂ Wllllam Shearer II.,son of WllllamI.,was ‘born ]

July 24th,1824, died July 12th, 1888: marrled Elveree;bhfanulé'

Madison Co.,Ky.,I8SI. 1veree born hov. 6th,I832, dledyguly

1866,



Thomas Shearer - Cabinet Maker

Ehoyclopaedia Britannica

'Eleventh Edition,Vol.24-Sai to Shu.

. English l8th century furniture designer and cabinet-

maker, The solitary fact we possessrelating to this distinguished
craftsman is that he was the suthor of most of the plates in "The |
Cabinet-Maker's London Book of Prices aneresigns". The majority
of these plates were republished §eparately as '"Designs for House-~
hold Furniture", They exhibited their author as a man with an eye
at once for simplicity of design and delicacy of proportions. th*’
some of his pieces possessed afdain;y'and slender elegance which has
- never been surpassed in the history of English furniture, There can
be little doubt: that Shearer exercised considerable influence over
Hepplewhlte, w1th whom there is reason to support that he associated,
-While Sheraton has recorded hlS admiration for work whlch has often

.:been attrlbuted-to others, |

.earer’in his turn;‘owes somethihb to the brothers l-

'Adam, and something no doubt to the stock designs of hls oredecessors.

There is f:)ry reason to SuPPose that he worked at his craft w1th his ?1$:'
.- bands ‘and

hat he was llterallj a caglnet~maker, sqkar as we know he

e'never made chalrs. Much of the elegance of Shearer s work is due to -
:'ihls graceful and retlcent employment of 1nlaJs of satinwood and other
forelen woods. But he was as successful in form as in decoratlon, and

I

' 'no man ever ogrsued the cure to a better purpose.

In Shearer's t1me, the sideboard was in progress of evo-

ﬁglutlon. prev1ouslj it had been a table with drawers, 1¥he pedestals and
knife boxes be:mb seoaratelj made. He would seem to have been flrst to'

‘combine them into: tne famlliar and often beautlfUl form they tooKat theA

- end of the ISth century. The comblnatlon may have been,made before}»

| Abut his plate 1s 1n p01nt oP tlme, the first published document to o
f’show it. - Qﬁf?f - J o .:‘i;'“ - ..5:> C 1;?'£
N e ' {i ¢ ¢ R o " B ' ‘ N ‘.f . :' K ‘- " ‘ . : .' .
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p. 7- Shearer,

| Tn Will Book L. ,P.I84 is recorded the will of
Latthew Shearer, dated June Sth, 1854. He names w1fe, Hannah, son,
Absolom Shearer, . nAfter my death the balance of mj estate 1o be eqnal-
ly divided amongst the balance of my children, except my daughter,
Merian to whom I bequeath $5,00." He appointed Saruel Shearer his

executor. Witnessed by Abner Oldham, John Owens and David McCord,

Also in Nadison Co.yKy. is recorded the will
of Sylvanus, or Sylvania liassie in will book A. ~Nov, 7th,I808,
Leaves property to his wife5 Maisey, or Mary, somns, Sylvania and
Thomas and the same to "all my married children! Appoints wife and
O.Wm, HlicCord executors. |

Capt. Sylvanla Massie of hadlson co, who mar-

ried Peggy Colllns is the one named in w111. is belleved that wife

of Natthew Shearer was hls sister, There is a connectlon all thru the
Lad;son co. and V1rg1n1a records w1th the Mass1e and Shearer famllles.
Latthew Shearer had son, Sleester, or Sylvanla. There is a Matthew _
Massie, Sylvanla hassie Sr s flrst w1fe could have been Hannah Ragllnd.'

e Madlson co. ,Ky., deed book c. \De 5 38- ylvanus o
and Thomas Ma331e(above brothers) app01nt Thomas Shearer thelr attorney
to recover thelr property for them in Campbell Co.,va. Aug.I795.

' ';;f;» Rustburg, Campbell Countj, Va. records were
searched, am afrald not verJ thornughlj, for Mass1e and Shearer. e
Deeds there show that Thos. Ma581e owned I86 acres there in 1792;

Same deed recorded there of Sleanus ‘and Thomas Mas31e, power of at-
torney. : Thomas Shearer and his wife, Molly#conveyed 1and on’

Lolly s creek, 1791. James Shearer, Jr. was one of the wltnesses.:

The only place Matthew S. name appeared was his and Thomas Shearer

~ .
3

attornies in fact fo Willlam and Cabel Shearer Thos. Rosser Power ’

of attorney. A‘ One Thomas Shearer m. Sarah Mas31e, DEc.27th,I795.

In Bedford Co.,va. Sylvanus Massie makes deed,1778

John Shearer married I789, Marj'martln. 1783 a.James Shearer deed.'

BUNRPL LT

In Lunenburg Co.,va. w111 of Mary Lawson, probated in - I751, will
book I.,p.36.} David and Ann Sheerer 1lsted as heirs.? L
william shearer I. had son who was lawyer and named Lawson '7/:

4 A.,.
. Lo



De 8'Shearer;

Shearer data furnlshed by _.G.Daughertj,

IGIO Church Street, Chamnalgn, Ill.l,
! '..i -

It is believed that this Shearer family came from

I2 miles S.W.7ovaichmond, Virginia to Kentucky, John Willis Shearer,

now deceased of Richmond, Kyﬂ{said that our ancestor, Matthew Shearer,

was born in Ireland and brought to Virginia when a chiid.

1

Inqurles into the name Shearertells me that it is
Scotch or English, deriving its name Prom the occupatlon, shearer, onw
who clipped the sheep. The German name, generally spelt with a c,

~ Scherer, means "Barber"y however, I believe that our branch of the

Shearer family never spelt their names Scherer, or came:from Germany.

. The follow1ng taken from "ShearerﬁAkers Famlly
.'by Rev. Jas. Wm. Shearer D,D. U, of I. lerarj 929~ 2 sh 35. '

When'CromWell disbanded his famous Uironsidesﬁ}he
settled them on consficated estates in North Ireland Amoﬁg"them were
Shearers whom we are unable to trace bj name for the flrst two genera-

tlons. They were Engllsh Purltans and Presbyterlans. They preserve e

3*:; their 1den1ty and tradltlons to this day w1th but llttle admlxture of

,Scotch—Irlsh blood on the one hand, or Celtlc blood én the other.
. h : .
~AA11 were at first. Presbyterians and Wigs in this country, and none seem-'

‘ed to need, or%care for a stlmulant. ThlS completes generatlons I and 2.’

Generations 3 and 4. Sometlme before the Revolutlons )
ary war, probably about I740, four brothers of this Purﬂtanlcal stock :
came to America, presumably with their familles from the county of.Armagh
~ and Province of Ulster,-;;eiand. Their names were, George, John, Wll—A».
;..11am and James Shearer. One settled 1n New York, two in Pennyslvanla
'”and one in SOuth Carollna.‘ The Pennyslvanla branch of the family is f; o
traceable into va., Ohlo, Ky.,Ind and Mo, The South Carollna branch figgq
is traceable as far west oz southwest as Niss, Even to New Orleans. “jij'

1

R B

‘?mcb 28 ' o I
: * . : ; , s _
B ~3¥?ﬁﬁ¥1: ' : O B A
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p. 9~ Shearer,
.Wherever found they preserve their traditions,
gait and features are ea511y recognlzed. Their personal, social, re-

ligious and phys1cal characferistics are much the same,

fhis Shearer family is mnot to ne confused with
the German Luﬁherns of substantially the same name "Séhearer?"Scherér“
and "Sherer", of whom there are a great number in this country. |

. - James Shearer (2) was one of the sons of these

four brothere. He married LeNNa esccesecsseVa, We are.unabie to trace.
definitely by name}\the many descendants of these four brothers,

.James Shearer (3) born I776 on Apr. Iith and
died Dec., 22nd, I87I is buried in the graﬁeyard of the old Concord
Presbyterian Church, He first married Elizabeth Akers dJdan, I6th,I80I,
Second wife, Elizabeth Dav1s, third not known, ' o

There was Anna nena Shearer who marrled a

Caldwell and dled Apr. 6th, 1822, Thelr chlldren.unknown. Must have

4 been dau. of James (2).

~ .
vd

o hildren of James Shearer (3). ?_/l |
I W1111am born Feh.IOth,ISOZ, dled Jan.2Ist, I860, m,Harrlet Brown. |
2. John Akers born Sept.9th, 1809, died web.IOth,1897. | .‘,]" S

| . Children of William Shearer and Harrlet Brown.

I, Eliza Baker born 1823, dled 19171,

2, Jas. Edmond born 1825, died IS96,

-

3. Wm, Newton born 1827, died I899,
4,Henry born 1830, died 1908.
5, Jonathan Cable born I831, died 1I864. N |
6. -Peter Akers born I833, died I885,
7. Mary Eliz, born I835, died I859, .
8, Ann Maria born I839, died I904,

s - .o
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P . It is definite that our Matthew Shearer came

from va. and his place there was known as the natthew Sheare” farm.

The author of thls manuscrlot has” trled to obtain certain proof 1n Va,

of Matthew's parents and had Bedford, Campbell and Lunenburg counties

searched without finding desired information. Am afraid some clues

in the court records were overlooked, dJames Shearer bought land in ’ :
Lunenburg co, 1764, Matthew was bornX;I767. Tt is believed that he !
must come from %Mé James' line, CR !
. i
. , i
' : Matthew Shearer was a Revolutlonary soldier ;
}
and fought under Anthony Wayne in the Battle of Fallen Timbers. !
’
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P. II- Shearer

Obltuarj of Samuel Shearer Sr., a nloneer resident

of Madison Countj, Kentucky,
' DIED AT FOUR SCORE AND TEN’AND THREE YEARS

Saruel Shearer,or., died at his home in Hadison o
county, two miles above Boonesborough, overlooking the Kentucky river, ;
on Sunday night, January 29th, I893, He was born on the 20th of April, 'g
I800, and soon would have besen 93 years old, His health had been | f
failing for some months, and his death was notvunexpected. He was i
buried at{hisvhome on Tuesday. Funeral by Rev, JeI.Willis, of the !

Baptist church,
Samuel Shearer was a native of Madison county, born

two miles of where he died and during all his llte¥\never lived more

than five mlles away, and that during his short residence at Red House,

within the past few years,

| 4' HE WAS A SON OF MATTHEY SHEARER who came from Vir-
glnla in the' I7OO s and settled in the w1lderness a llttle more than
two miles east ; of the descendant's home, and constructed his cabxn
with a speclal view: to defense awalnst the Indlans, and was with
Anthony Wajne at the dec151ve battle of Fallen Tlmbers, whlch de~ -
termlnated the twenty years struogle between the Whltes and Indlans)
for posse531on of t?%(country west of the Alleghanles. ’

- tthew Shearer's wife was a Massie, and if we mis-
"lv take not, was a sister of Bylvanus Massie, Captaln of a Madison county
company in the war of 1812 To'Massie's company belonged leam,‘a'
brother to Samuel Shearer, and in another company was Cabel, another
brother, In recent conversatlon with the wrlter, the deceased recall-
ed the t1me during the War of I8I2 when he ‘came w1th his two brothers
to Rlchmond for the purpose of taklnb home thelr horses. He brought.
along some shelled oats whlch he sold to Miller's 11very stable, where‘
'Waaer s stable ‘now stands, on Main below Elrst, at 16 and ‘two thirds =
| cents per bushel, and bought a keg of whiskey 1"ro.m Robert Rodes, where N

Mrs,. G1bson now lives at 20 cents oer gallan. o

caa
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’ ‘He also recalled the Jear of hav1ng attended the
the races in what is now suburbs of Richmond, the track extendanA
from a point near where the ice Pactorj now stands, down ‘the valley
now occupied by a long, straight. and beautiful street.' On that day,
his father's little grey mare won a three -mile race, There were no .

brick pavements or macadamized streets, 1n£act there was not rmch of

Richmond anyway. : , -
Googet's log tavern was then building, where Gar-

nett House now stands, and Robert Miller had a hotel onvthe corner of
First and Main, where a hotel continued until burned in 1874,
He recollected the open condition of the country at that day, roads
running in every direction without fences and abounding in wild tur-
keys to such an extent that no one thought of raising tame ones.
A brisk boy was necessary on every farm to.drive the wild turkeys
away from the growing croos. " He was a nelghbor and frlend, although
of course much younoer, of Sam South, one of the boys sent out into
the wilderness from Fort Estill to find Captaln stlll and party. N
Sam angd hlS boy. friend, Peter Hackett, were a day and a nlght 1n the
-woods alone, South was subsequently i3 years 1n the leglslature from
tadison, and was State Treasurer, MNr. Shearer was perhaps the last

survivor of those who saw the fort at Boonesborough, before it flnally

Adecayed and tumbled down, RS ,'a:§i‘_;f'.

- The Shearers are a people tenac1ous of life.jA

Samuel Shearer s father and mother lived to great age, and he leaves
four brothers, Absolom and RaJmond of Madison county, Burr of Clark
and Si. of Powell, the‘youngest of whom is in the seventles. ‘
The Deceased hadfeight ehildren...~Hiram, lhompson,
Samuel, Simeon,~John, James, Mrs, Buttner and Mrs., Eades, and.there;

..

were one.or two who died in infancy, I R ;~*fy,:i R
. . N . & '_?

A Samuel Shearer was a remarkable man. When.young)
his. ooportunitles ‘were better than those of most boys of his locality,
and he advanced in educatlon so§ar as to study surveying wlth Maaor
John Crooke, but he dropoed 1nto neglect. And when hlS llfe was half

gone he found himself with a family, no property and a great fondness

for drink, He suddenly changed, Jjoined the Baptist chnrch and anhounc- _
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ed his inﬁentions of Iiiriryg_a different life, = The peoloie recognized
invhimv more than ~‘X't.he_v average Aability,’ a sound i.ntegrity and entmsted
him with their bnsxiness. He began to drive stock to South Carolina
for his neighbors and prospered until he was soon driving his own
stock. ‘He was constently on the road with hogs, horses', miles and ‘
even slaves, Aun't,ifll. the war and railroads changed the course of markets,

From first to last)he boughtiand -sold about'six or -seven thousend mles

and about 300 slaves. / , ‘
o ikxe traders, he sometimes paid too much for

stock, Onee he bought hogs at $I,25 a hundred and lost money on then,
After the war he bought, grazed and sold cattle extensively, having

‘ accum&lated a’{@j{ch bluegrass farm of twenty-two hundred acresv. _

- He - sometlme grazed his cattle through a snowy w1nt.er w:.thout feeding,
'wmd to. growmg grass unmolested on one half of' his farm durmo the
entire year for w:.nter\,s ‘use, In, deal in cattle he made $12 000,
and on one lot of fillies, which he bought at $35.00 and sold at
$70,00 he made $4,000. In all his flnanclal transactlons, when he

-ooor and when he was I'lch, “he ound an unswemng flnancn.al frlend
'-'Llin the late Owen Walker, who h‘% always said was the besg ,]udge of
-a man and hlS mcllnations to pay} the coun’cry ever produced.v |

a _Mr. Shearer s ante-bellum partner was his step—son, Wllllam Arnold,

. i

'who was equally successful. .

_ | Samuel Shearer was a man of orocrressive :Ldeas.
When the K,C, rallroad w1shed to extend 1ts line through Madlson
county, he said to the engineers, "Run your line anywhere through
my farm, and it shall not cost you a cent.“ And, so it was run
t.hrough Madison county and through his farm, from the crossing of
Otter creek, . a distance of two mlles or more, embrac:.ng two sta‘blons,
Boone and Shearer, two g:l.gantic limestone tunnels, a br:.dge and A
. water tank, In return for his 11berality, the ra:.lroad na.med a

station for him and gave h1m a 11fe pass over its 1ine. o
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R R Perhaps his last “public act was the laylng of the
corner-stone of the Baptist church at Red Houee y to which bui:l.din(_>
he was the largest donor. He and Gen. C M, Clay or"am.sed 't.he first
held in Madison county . He was a Democrat, and always turned his

shekels loose for his friends in a close contest.' He leaves a se-

cond wife, : . ' 3
: This data was given through lMiss. Minnie Shearer

of Red House, Sa:nuel"shearer was born April- I800, His second wife
was Mary Watts who survived him, She was born Sept; IGth, 1806. |
His first wife was Polly Arnold. '

Children of Samuel Shearer, A
Amanda Shearer who married Thomas Eades-~ 4-4-1842, Arzealej ) Hiram,r '

Samuel, Simeon, John a.nd James. Arzealey marrled Jemes Butner 8-29-1848

James Shearer marrled Lottle Dav:l.s. E

s
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L Shearer llke many of hlS comtemoorarles, (v}as
xﬁuch given to designlng "harlequln" furnlture. He was a desrner of
high merlt and real orlglnallty and occum.es a dlstlngulshed olace
among the llttle band of men, often like himself, ill-educated and

obscure of orlgln, who raised the Enullsh cablnet-maklng of the se-

cond half of the I3th century to an 1llustr10us place in artlstlc ' o

hlstory. :
-Note,.,. we do not k:now Just: how Thomas shearn
er the cablnet-maker was related to the Madlson Cos 3Ky, }Shearers.

It is a family tralt for Shearers to be handy w:Lth tools; Thomas of
MrdlSOn was a coffin maker along with his fam1n°. The old ScearCJ
home in T:Iadlson county was built by Tllman Shearer in Ant:L-Bellum
days and is stlll standlno Thomas was also an excellent carpenter

. They have all had artistic taste and could make a.nd des:.gn thlngs

| with their hands. Amme Chenault “Iallace, granddaughter of “Jm. Shearer

and Elveree,is an artlst of note. Ame Shearer, dau. of W, could de-

sign and make anythlnt, about a house° They were also talented 1n muelc. h

, _ I hereby certlfy that the w:c. uhln data 1s true
and correct to the best of my Imowledge ,as it has been gathered from

many sources, MMM &wtm ‘ﬁf*&

‘.W..ij oo'l’f?oooo?yj £o‘oooooooooo.o-ooo.oooooo.ooooo.’oo ~".




