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(!'=_·. P'!":i lif. A. Johr,son is a nat ive of ~:orwich ¥ct ~ gr9,du­
~~'1 ~- : -! a'ie ir. 1911... He Sf."'Tit hie tnsinEss years in the 

, · '!r.:~le "!?r.1.>(a<:turing bu.:;ineEc from which he ret i red in 
:o!.•:: . Si r c i:: Nlen he has i:een connected Kith various civic 
.... - ~::-t! •ises in Norwich and in t he State of Connecticu t . He 
! :·1~:-er.t'.i.y Pres ide nt of the Society of the Founder§ ac.... 
;-:-. .r_ch, Conna~ ... nt , rue .:. a tfUBtee of '"' ltG Antiquarian & 
~ill!£ !:.a :5ociity; c. member of the Connecticut Historical 
·~~~is~ior., the Conne·ticut Committee f or the National Bi­
~~·~~nnia~ Celebration n 1976 and of t he Connecticut 
r~~.J!:u.o v~ Histori~al S0 ~ eties .) 

: ;ir: r.oi: ;, ger,e:; logist and therefore cannot ma ke any con-
- · • !':-,r:.:or. alc:.g that line . n th;: Founders Society we have 

) 7; ; l ,080 merr.ters s cattered hrdu gh 38 state s , The e arly 
'"'"; !ers were prolific - farnil ·es o f ten or t\'1'elve children 
~~:-~ r.nt at all unusual , The y nger generati ons struck 
·,. .: i nt0 new te:-ri tory in every < recti on . That is why 
·r;.- ll''"'r.;be-:-s:.ip is i:o ~d.dely distr~.;:;_ted . Many of these fam­
; ; I *' ~,,:.:., an interest i r. tt.eir fo~~ears . Every swmnel· 
·1tn1 ~c,..s clime to Norwich t o visit th~old burying gr ound i n 
·.::.~.iii:htowr. - to identify the if' family s early home, if 
·...-;~:Jible - to visit histori c shrine s - ct absorb the his -
~~rl~a: atmoaphP.re c f Old Korwi ch. 

1::-t.etn~::r , t o be ;:. member cf the Founders, ne had to es ­
~o:.:.sr. descent from one of the 35 f ounders o early set-
:.t•!re to whom "home l ots" were also assigned . he names of 
:.".I' ~ 5 !loundP.rs as list ed in the Constitution By-Laws 
.. :· tt'.e Society are : 

'I -

Re·· . James Fit ch 
Majo:" J chn Mason 
:'homas Adgate 
f<nl.lcrt Allyn 
l·/!2.:.i :un P ;o.: kus · 
~lillirun "Back-..is, J r. 
J onr. Baldwin 
:'h!':lr.as Bingham 
John Birchard 
Thomas Blis s 
Morgan Bowers 

.John Eredforti 
Hugh Cb..l.lci?"1S 
John Callcins 
T-.ic!mrd E.jgertcn 

jf!~cr!"!~swo1d' 

Thomas Howard 
Christopher Huntingt n 
Sir.ion Huntington 
William Hyde 
Samuel Hyde 
Tho~as Leffingwell 
John Olmstea d 
John Pease 
J ohn Pest 
Tho::ias Post 
Josiah Reed 
John Reynolds 
Jonathan Rcyce 
Nehemiah Smith 
John Tracy 
Thomas Tracy 
Robert Wade 
Themas 'liaterman 
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