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'l'llE JOllN FAMil,Y 

GRIFFITH JOHN, the first JOHN to settle in America, settled in Uwchlan Township, Chester Co., PA before 
1709. Griffith came from Pembrookshire, Haverfordwest, Wales and was a converted Quaker · before his 
arrival in America. 

NATHAN JOHN was Griffith's Great Grandchild. Mathan's father Griffith John was married to SARAH COPE. 
The COPE"s were a prominent Quaker family from Phildelphia PA. Griffith & Sarah Cope John came to Col ­
umbiana Co., OH in 1807. According to the History of Columbiana Co, 1879-Hanover Twp., they purchased 
the North East Quarter of Section 20 from John SINCLAIR & Frederick BAYARD. There was a 14 X 16 foot 
log cabin already on the property when the John's arrived from PA in their wagon with their seven child­
ren. The cabin and the wagon bed was the home Of . Griffith, Sarah and children for some time. 

Griffith JOHN was born 
ford, Chester Co., PA 
of NATHAN COPE and AMY 
ligion and were buried 

12 Mar 1755 in Chester Co., PA. He married Sarah COPE, 30 Jan 1786 in East Drad­
Sarah was b. 8 Sep 1759 in East Bradford, Chester Co., PA. She was the daughter 
RANE. Griffith d. 21 May 1814 and Sarah d. 10 Jul 1853. Both were of Quaker re­
in Columbiana Co., OH. 

Their seven children were; 

1. AMY JOJJN, b. 12 Oct 1707 Chester Co., PA. Married ADEN MARLOW, 20 Oct 1000 in Salem, Col. Co., OH. 
Amy d. 11 May 1817. 

2. ADNER JOHN, b. 17 May 1789 in Chester Co., PA. Married HANNAH REEDER, 16 Nov 1014 at the New Garden • 
MM, Col. Co., OH. Abner d. 30 Aug 1030. 

3. RACHEL JOHN, b. 20 Oct 1791 in Chester Co., PA. Married DAVID DAVIS, 13 Jan 1814 in New Garden MM, 
Col. Co., OH. Rachel d. 26 Apr 1079. 

4. BENJAMIN JOHN, b. 25 Sep 1793 in Chester Co., PA. Married IIANNAII WINDER, 13 Nov in New Garden MM, 
Col. Co., OH. No date for his death. 

5. SARAH JOHN, b. 11 Jul 1795 in Chester Co., PA. Married JOHN COLBURN, 30 Oct 1022. Sarah d. 20th 
Jul 1077. 

6. NATHAN JOHN, b. 19 Oct 1799 in Cheater Co., PA. Married SARAI! DECK, 31 May 1027 in Col. Co., OH. 
Nathan d. 10 Apr 1095, Col. Co., OH 

7. ABIGAIL JOHN, b. 3 Jan 1801 in Chester Co., PA. Married BENJAMIN WINDER 11 Jul 1821. Abigail d. 23 
Sep 1859. 

Griffith and Sarah Cope John also had a daughter, REBECCA b. 25 Jun 1797 in Chester Co., PA but d. 8th 
Aug 1798 before their move to Ohio. 

Nathan a nd Sarah Beck John lived in Hanover Twp., Col. Co., OH, their entire married life . Sarah ~ad been 
previously married to a man named JOHN HINCHMAN. Sarah was b. 24 Sept 1803 in Jlarrison Co., VA. Her par­
ents were PRESTON and SARAH BECK, Sr. They were also of the Quaker religion. Mathan JOHN d. 10 Apr 1895 
and Sarah JOHN d. in 1089 and they are both buried in Woodsdale Ceme., Col. Co., OH, near Guilford Lake. 

Their seven children were; 

1. DENJAMIN SALATH!EL JOHN, b. 24 Sep 1829, Hanover Twp., Col. Co., Oil. Married MARGARETTS A. CAMERON, 
17 Jun 1858 in Col . Co., OH. Benjamin d. 6 Nov 1892, Col. Co., OH. 

2. ABIGAIL JOHN, b. 24 Feb 1830, hanover Twp. Col. Co., OH. Married ELIJAH ROBY. No death date for her. 

3. LEWIS JOHN, b. 26 Apr 1833, Hanover Twp., Col. Co., OH. No information about this child. 

4. PHOEBE JOHN, b. 26 Feb 1835, Hanover Twp., Col. Co., OH. Married ALONZO nROSS. No death date for her. 

5 . LEVI JOHN, b. 11 Dec 1039, Hanover Twp., Col. Co.', OH. Married CATHERINE DIXON. Levi d. 11 Nov 1902. 

6. MERIHAH JOHN,b. 9 Dec 1844, Hanover Twp., Col. Co., OH. Married ABRAHAM HESTON. No death date for her 

7. AUSTIN JOHN, b. 24 Nov 1847, Hanover Twp., Col. Co., OH. Austin d. in a field hospital during the 
Civil War, 12 Feb 1865. lie is buried in Woodsdale Cemetery with his father Nathan & mother Sarah. 

May 31st, 1087 
We the under signed relatives and friends have met this day to celebrate the 60th anniversary of the 

marriage. of Nathan and Sarah John. 

Rachel Harris 
Hannah J. Yates 
Joseph Winder age nearly 
Lydia Winder age nearly 
Elizabeth Jane Hoopes 
Mary B. Whinery 

02y 
78y 
82y 
7By 
60y 
67y 
68y 
71y 
6 7y 
56y 
65y 
62y 
60y 
63y 
5By 
54y 
65y 
63y 

Ruth Reeder 
Hannah Pim 
Moses Davis 
Maggie Davis 
Prudence S. Chandler 
Jesse D. Chandler 
Abigail Yates 
Sarah Reeder 
Nelson Burson 
L. A. Burson 
Ruth Beck 
Jacob Shisler 
Sarah E. Shisler 
B. w. Talbott 
John Yates 
Milton Raley 
Thomas E. Cope 
Anna M. Cope 
Benjamin John 

(?)ly 
40y 
78y 
63y 
4Sy 
40y 
50y 

Margaretta John 
Riley Speakman 
Mary Speakman 
Abraham Heston 
Mariba J. Heston 
Eden Reeder 
Helen Reeder 
c. A. John 
A. w. Gross 
C. F. Cope 
Anna M. Cope 

(G. Grandchn.) Frank Cope 
Mary Cope 
Charles Winder 
Ana R. Winder 
Levi John 
Kate John 
Harriet Cobourn 
S. Louora Cobourn 
Amanda Randels 
Phebe J. Gross 
Leonard Winder 
S. G. John 
o. IL Gross 
Herbert A. Gross 

52y 
55y 

40y 
42y 
43y 
39y 
2ly 
6ly 
Joy 
24y 

2y 
2mo 

47y 
4ly 
41y 
40y 
47y 
25y 
52y 
52y 
36y 
28y 
23y 
2ly 

Submitted by, Sondra Leggett, 1041 Columbia Ave., Fairborn, OH 45324 
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Jane Gross 
Ina Raley 
Mary Gross 
T .. i.zz.ie Gross 
Austin Raley 
Flora Gross 
B. Gross 
c. H. Taylor 
Perry John 
Elijah Paley 
Abigail J. Raley 
w. Arvine Heston 
L. Elvira Heston 
Iva c. Heston 
Lina A. Gross 
Nellie Gross 
Grace John 
Jennie Jolley 
Nathan John 
Howard John 
Oliver John 
Jesse Shisler 
Rena John 
Grace Price 
Mary J. Eidenire 
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14y 
14y 
13y 
Sly 
56y 
14y 
12y 
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9y 
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lOy 

4y 
7y 
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22y 
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Mr. T. C. MC ELROY peacefully breathed his last, between 1 & 2 o'clock Sun. Morninq. He was born in Lan­
caster Co., PA, 1815, orphaned at an early age & was taken to the home ofan Aunt who subsequently appren­
ticed him to a merchant tailor at Lancaster. His lst residence in Ohio was at Fairfield, Columbiana Co. 
Moved to Marlboro, Stark Co. in 1840. Married Elizabeth HESS and had 4 chn., 2 dec'd. Moved to Alliance 
in 1666 and founded Leek & McElroy. Survived by his wife & daughters Emma & Eva McElroy. 
The Daily Review, Mon. 9 FEb 1891, p3 • 



John Family 

MRS. RACHEL ANN COBBS ' 
DAMA~CUS June 17 _ Mrs 

Rachel Ann Cobbs, 84, widow . of 
'T'linmac TJ. Cobbs <lied at 9 a.'. m. 
tOday at ~er home in Westville. She 
nao oeen 111 only one day. ' 

W.i.rs. Cobbs was born in Brooks 
co~n~y. Pa.. and had lived ln this 
vlcm1ty for more than 63 years. " 

Sh"'! was a member of the Damas­
cus Friends clrnrch. 
~urviving are three daughters, 

MIES Myra E. Cobbs of San Francis­
, co, Calif., Mrs. Howard Cameron 
• a!1d Mrs. Mable Champion of Wesi­

v11le ; 2 sons, W. E. of Alliance and 
H~mer of Sebring; one sister, 
E}1zabeth M. Strabling of Westville, 
fa gra.i1dch1ldren and five great 
grandchildren. 

Funeral service will be held aL 
2 :30 p. m. Tuesday at the Cameron 

1 
·~ome in charge of Rev. Walt.et Wil­

! hams. Interment will be in the Da­
mascus cemetery. 

Friends may call at the Cameron 
home from 7 to 9. 

·Charles Straugh, 83, I 
Dies In Damascus ; 

'Charles Straugh, 83 ... of Damas­
cus, died at his home there at 10 
a. m. today after an illness of sev­
eral months. 

Mr, Straugh was 'born. in Al:le­
gheny, ·pa., but had lived for the 
last fifty years in Damascus. He 
was a member cf the Methodist 

) church there. 
) There are no immediate sur-

vivors. · 
Funeral sen· ice will be at 2 :30 p . 

m . FTiday at the Methodist church , 
Damascus, with ReY. o . A. Kelley 
in charge. Imerment will be in 
the Damascus cemetery. 

Friends may call at the Arbaugh 
Funeral home, Salem. Thursday 
from 7 to ' 9. 

J ohn C iubs pii~sc:d ~~way at 'dH 
Latrobe ho~pital in Latrube, P a. 
Monday at 9 p. m. Dt:ath was duie 

92 

ESTELLA McCANN, 
PASTOR, POET, 

JC/"/0 PASSES AWAY 

WHEN WILL I KNOW? 

I do not know. or can I tell, 
Wben the face of Christ, I sha 11 see; 
But I am sure, and I know so well 

1 
One of these days, I am goirig home. 

to com:ilkatiom. 
Mr. Gibb~. ·;2, cume to D:imas~ ns Will I see, and how can I tell , 

from Sewitkley . .Pa., in rn~o anil What n;;-ine eyes some day shall 
lin~ d here until approximately Onl:' , IB t jee · 0, I know quite 
year .a11:.o ... He \\·as agt•nl at the . u wall sure, 

. ~;~~;~.f~ 1 C~m:~~~~~· f~)~: a ~~~~mb:~~\~ 1
To id1~~!h Jesus, how happy I 

years. I · 
His wifr., l\Ir ~ .. \li C'c Quinn Gibb~, 

1 preccdtcl him in dtath fi\'I:' ytar;; 
ago. li e \\a~ a mc·mhl"I' of t.he 
Damas1:us ::'lkthi:di ~ t thur;"h H!ld h• , 
survind by one brot ht r, James : 
Gibbs, of Se\1·itkl<:Y, and ~l'YPl'al 
nieces and nephews. The fo:1r·ral 
was held Friday at 2 p. m. in t hL• 
Jlfoth odi~t chuYch hHP in charge 
of Rr\·, H. L. People~. Burial wa~ , 
made in the Dama~tu e:c·me!ery. 

I e ,. ,. 1 

- I 

Scrapebook-Damascus area 

When will I know, h ow. can I tell 
\\'hen he calls me, to my home 

above? 
Redeem! through his atoning blood 
I am gheltered, in my Savior's 

lo,·e. 

"It is well, yes, with my soul" I 
know, 

And the gates stand ajar for me, 
To gain an entrance to that city I 

fair, · 
Where loved ones are waiting for .

1 . mr t.here. 

December 1990 

·:Mrs. Charles Whinnery'['.!! 

I 
Funeral to Be Saturday 

(Special to The Vlndie&tor) 
Salem, Jan. 15-Funel'al serv- ' 

I
' ices for Mrs. Elizabeth Whinnery, 
71, of R.D. 3, Salem, who died 

. Wednesday night at her home, will 
· be at 2 p .m. tomorrow at the 
Stark Memorial Funeral Home, 
where friends may call this tve­
ning. 

Mrs. Whinnery was born in Be­
loit March 30, 1882, a daughter 

' of John and Margaret WesLgarth 
I \Velch. She had lived in th.: '>alcm 
; area for. 27 years and. was a mem­
I ber of Phillips Cluistian Church 
and the Salem Grange. 

She leaves her husband, Charl~s; 
two da.ughters, Mrs. Elsie McFar­
land of R.D. 2, Newton Falls, and 
Mrs. Dorothy Dow le of Damascus ; 
a son, Clifford of R.D. 2, 8alem; 

. a sister, Miss Dorothy vVelch of 

I 
R.D. 2, Salem, and nine grand­
children. /?.F'{ 
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