OCCGS REFERENCE ONLY,
ROBERT KEAY (1766-1839) AND NEPHEWS,
SILVERSMITHS

by Charles Dewar Waterston
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Il Seta genealogical hare rumming axd 1t may lead through unfamilior termitory 1o a result

‘ of wader inrerest than expected.  An example of such a surprise arose for me from a
strmple Tamily guestion - which remains unanswerad!

I My grandmother s maiden name was Margaret Dewar and her grandfather James

Dewar marcried hen grandmather Anne Kea or Keay i [RO8°. Anne was bom s 1777,
the youngest and mnth child of Andrew Ken and Agnes Brodie in the township of
Nether Kinetirney i the Perthshire panish of Caputh’. Having fuled to troce any
descendent ol her brothers or sistérs in the usiul sources, | fell back on tamily tradinon
My grindmother Belleved that Robert Keay Senlor, the well-Known Perth silvemsmith,
hud been related. Couldthat be proved” A simple guestion which setthis hare nunning.

Robert Keay was botn n 1 Té, the sixth and voungest child of Divid Kea or Keay and
Eleabeth Seotr " Duvid Ked became o freemin of the Wright's Thwoeparation of Perth
in 1755 by vinue of marrying o daughter of Robert Scott who had been adinitted
freeman of that Incorporation in 1714.* David had died before his son Roben’s
indenture s apprentice (o Robert Dickson was mimued on | &b July 1780, Robert wis
admitted Freemun of the Perth Incorporation of Hammenmen on | 3th June 1791, his
essay having heen a plain gold ring, and was adminted o Burgess of the city on the same
day.” As g master silversmmith be signed the imdentare of his first apprentice on 30th
b August 1791 and over a score more were 1o follow, Roben Keay s well known w
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cognescentt of Scottish Silver as o leading Perth goldsoith, silversenth und jeweller
He'was in busincss at 29 George Streel. b house built By his father David Kea, wright.
o bis fualer's parter David MueLaren, plasterer

Roben Keay marmied Elizabeth Young, doughter of William: Young, supervisor of
Excise m 179, The union was childless and. s is well known, Keay s partoer and
suceessor wik Bis nephew Robert Kooy junior, My study of Robert Keay senior's
relationships, however, revealed the less well knows fact that among his miany
apprentices four others, Doy id Manson, Willism Forvester, Joseph Formester nnd Tames
Menzies were also his nephews.

David Manson (1783 - [821)

Robert's sister Eluzabeth was the oldest miember of the family and married u Perth
merchant John Monson in 1780.° Her elder son David Manson was bom in 1783.°
David s indenture w his Uncle Robert Keny was signed dan 30th Octisber and recorded
in the Minutes of the Perth Hammermen on 6th November 1TOR™ M H, Steuart
Fothringham has informed me that David MansOn was admined to the Himmermens®
Incorporation of Dundee on 24th May 1506 and between 1809 and 1515 had a shop
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there in Crichton Street using the maker’s mark DM." He does not appear in the
Dundee Directories after 1818 when he apparently went o Jamajca where he died in
1821, -

Rebert Keay Jnr. (1800 - 1856)

An older brother of the senior Robert Keay was David who was bornat Perthin 1763,
Pavid became a coppersmith and moved to London where he marmied Mary Box in
1795." Theirson Robert wasbornin London¢. 1800."° Y oung Robert was apprenticed
to his Uncle Robert Keay in 1816 and admitted a freeman goldsmith and jeweller of
the Burgh by the Hammermen Incorporanion of Perth in 1825, his essay being a gold
setpin. " In the same year he entered partnership with hisuncle as Robert and Robert
Keay adopting a variety of punches reading R & R Keay. The business continued at
29 George Street but by 1837 also occupied 31 George Street. Following the elder
Robert Keay's death in 1839 Robert jnr. continued the business until his own death in
1856. “The family business therefore lasted 63 years and their output was prolitic
covering all manner of ceclesiastical and domestic wares.™!

In the year after he entered into parinership with lus uncle, Robert jnr. married Feliciey
Walker' and had a tamily of one boy and three girls. The boy was named David and
in 1859 was admitted a freeman of the Incorporation of Hammermen of Perth by right
of his father. He was a lawyer by profession and did not practice as a silversmith
although did attend nieetings of the Incorporation.™”

Robert Keay jor. was a bailie of the city of Perth at the time of the visit of Queen
Victoria and Prince Albert in September 1842 and is portraved in silhouette with other
ity dignitories before the triumphal arch erceted at the extremmty of Princes Street for
the occasion.™ [1was Bailic Keay who made the keys of the city which were presented
10 Queen Victoria on that occasion and which now form part of the silver collection
of the Perth Museum and Art Gallery, e also had shipping interests ax a partngr in
Messes Keay, McKenzie & Co of Perth.™  Like many of his contemporaries he
speculated heavily in railway shares. He died at the age of fifty-six after six months
illness on bthJune [856.% Legal complications followed and the estate was sequestered.™

William Forrester {1801 - 1854)

Jean or Janet Young. born in Dundee in 1785, was an elder sister of the sentor Robert
Keay's wife Elizabeth.™ In 1800 she married David Forrester. glover in Perth. and had
three children prior 1o his death at the age of fortv-seven in 1811, David Forrester’s
vounger brother Patrick was a silversmith and by 1809 was established in business in
Hull wherg his son Joseph James was born.” The widowed Jean Forrester's elder son
William chose 1o follow his two uncles in the silversmith™s ¢raft. He began his
apprenticeship in 1817 with his uncle Robert Keay which allowed him to stay at home
in Perth.”™ In the indenture the support of Henry Hepbumn, builder in Perth, another

uncle of William Forrester, is minuted.™ Having completed his apprenticeship, he
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moved to London and in 1825 bought a first floor flat and attics aé 34 Red Lion Street,
Clerkenwell where he carried on his business.” Early letters trom Wiiliam Forrester
10 Kecay show how hazardous was his own trade and how his well-established Uncle
Patrick took a kindlv interest in his affairs. On 18th December 1825 he wrote:

My Uincle in Il has seneme a small order and when { buy some gold tomorrow (o go
on with it L will be almose withowr a sovereign.’'

On 29th May 1827 he wrote:

{henve had v uncle fram Hull living wivh me far 3 weeks pase, e lofi on Setieday. He
is quire well bur looks much older tha when Flast seen him, He had not been in Lopdon
Sor 33 vears and was much surprised at the mony: changes thar had waken place. Thave
seen mare of the sighes 10 be veen in London since he came than ever I did. When fere
he faid our £1000 for plate bt houghs verv finde jewellen: !

William kept his head above water until there was a fire at Lis premises and, probably
as a consequence, he was declared bankrupt in 1829.% It is clear from the surviving
papers that he was given financial help, probably both before and after the fire, by his
aunt Mrs Henry Hepburn and his cousin Robert Keay jnr.™ His business revived. he
married and moved to Marvlebone Street. Piccadilly where, the 1841 census describes
him as jewellerand the 1851 census lists his five surviving children. In 1833 hemoved
to 11 Rupert Street, Haymarket where he went into partnership with Richard Morgan,
his private address then being 9 Hobury Street, Chelsea. He appears to have died in
1854 after which his widow Charlotte Anne Forrester joined Richard Morgan m
partnership until she retired in 1860." They were small workers. their trade being in
goods such as silver-mounted whips, fly-whisks, hunting homs etc.

Joseph Forrester (1805 - ¢.18607)

Joseph was William Forrester’s younger brother.™® His indenture to his uncle Robert
Keay was supported as Cautioner by Thomas Hills, Stationer, Perth, and minuted in
1820.%* It is doubtful if Joseph served out his apprenticeship with his uncle for by 1825
he was with his brother William in London. William wrote to Robert Keay:

Joseph is mpch steadier than ke was. He iy enively our of work und he is not kel o
get it - however Dwill irvand employ rim svme wav or anoiher and have him under my
own eve - of course [ have 1o supph him with the means of living . Joseph Is such a
simpleton .

Less than a month later William wrote again to his uncle:

T have tawen Joseph in, e can chave verv well und has been very steady: for this shorr
time. [ mean 1o keep him very short of monerv.. { shall become his buanker. shall give
Rim as muchas he can getany where else but will abwavs keep a hatlance in sy own hands
giving himn oy enough for 1o pa- iy lodgings. washing &c and an allowance for pocket
money.™

Joseph, however, had a drink problem and. if William would not give him money to
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slake his thirst, lle would get it elsewhere. He appears to have done so by thett. Tknew
from later correspendence in the Perth Archive that he had been a convict in Hobart,
I therefore wrote to the Archives Office of Tasmania to enquire what thev knew of
Joseph Forrester. The generosity and detail of their response amazed mie and gave a
graphic picture ol Tis life between 1829 and 1845,

Joseph was convicted of housebreaking in London on 15th January 1829 and
transported for life. sailing on the Thames on 21st November 1829 {or Hobart. The
ofhicial document deseribes him as “Silversmith., Jeweller, Watch case maker”, tive
foot nine and a half inches in height. with dark brewn hair, grey eved and having the
little finger of the right hand broken.®™ On arrival he was assigned o a MrJ C
Underwood™ but by 1832 he had been assigned to David Barclay. Barclay (c. [804-
1884) was born in Montrose and trained in London before emigrating to Hobartin 1830
where he was in business as a clockmaker, woodcarver and jeweller.!! Joseph's
conduct record between 1832 and 1840 s regrettable but colourful ** [1e was punished
for being drunk and disorderly in various Hobart hostelries - “The Spotted Cow”,
“Help me thro’ the World”, “George & Dragon™ and “The Albion™. also for disorderly
conduct - fighting, inciting insubordination, using threatening language and absence
from church attendance. Bread and water or a night in the cells was usual but in 1833
mor2 serious offences led him to labouring in a road gang during which he lost his
haminer and received three months imprisonment with hard labour.

Joseph had reached the nadir of his career after which things improved, perhaps
through the influence of the girl whoe was later to become his wife.  He obtained his
ticket of leave in 1839 and from 1840 to 1836 worked in Tobart on his own account.
After obtaining official permission, he married 26 year old Mary Ann Sadler at Trinity
Church, Hobart Town on 3rd April 1841.% The couple hived in 14 Collins Street,
Hobart,  Sadly their baby son Joseph William, who had been born on 2nd January
1842. died of a chest mfection six menths later on the 3 (st July.™ Joseph had received
his conditional pardon a month before his baby son's death.** He wrote to Rebert Keay
inr.in 1843 telling him of his conditional discharge and that he had left his employers
totake over the shop and premises at 14 Collins Street where he then lived.* That his
pardon was likely must have been known for some time before this and his family in
Britain did what it could 10 assist him to set up for himsel{ by sending money and
equipment. His discharge was extended in 1845 and, on 11th November 1845, he
receved permission to leave for any country except Europe.

The nature of the response from the Archives Office of Tasmania made me think it
unlikely that so much work had been done simply to answer my enquiry! On asking
further they confirmed that another researcher had been interested in Joseph Forrester
and that they would forward any letter [ wrote o him and, il he so wished, he would
contact me direct. Thus 1 was privileged to hear from, and later to meet, Mr I B
Hawkins, author of the magisterial two volume work Ninzsteenth Century Australian
Silver, whose research had led him to Hobart but not to Perth. Scotland.
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In a brilltant picce ot detection, Hawkins was able to conclude that silver and gold
preces which had beenmade in different parts of Australia at different times, and which
were stamped with various makers™ marks. bore such striking stylistic similarines that
they must have been produced by the same hand. He thus traced the work of Joseph
Forrester from Hobart with Barclay from 1832 - March [833 and March 1835 - 1840
and in Hobart on his own account 1840-1846 during which his work bore the marks
of David Barclay. Then in Port Phillip. Victoria on his own account [846-, in Collins
Street, Mcelbourne with Charles Brentani 1848-, in 100 Bourke Street. Melbourne on
his own account 185U-1856. Hawkins book catalogues and illustrates many of
Joseph's preces some of which are now prized exhibits in the musceums of Australia,
Joseph visited England in 1855, probably to see to family business following his
brother William’s death. He wrote to Robert Keay jnr from London having been
advised by his sister Chrostian, Mrs David Stuarl, nol to visit Perth. He had asked her
to send him “some small remittance™ but had been refused and told that he would
receive money neither from Mr Stuart nor Mrs William Forrester. Undeterred by this
coolness he wrote:

Famasvelland strong as ever fwasand, when Esertle niy business in Loidon, [am going

haek o Melbowme to sell off all there and come back either to Scotland or London fowr

good

Robert Keay’s reply must have been as discouraging as his sister’s because in a later
undated letter o Keay Joseph wrote:
Foluty received vours of 220d Juite wien youe sicie vour were stepeised af miy returning
iv englamd. The reason is simple, after so many vears absence, that Hywould natrelly
Irave o wish to see my norive place again and the Fricnds of my yanth, feereaindy will
not visst Perth. § will take my Sivter’s advice & vowr advice. was rot aware of the
gossiging tendencies iwonld create and wonld be extremely sorey 1o do any thing that
waitld be pandful to an of mv relations i ane maner ™
It was a saddened Joseph that embarked on the Queen of the Seav 10 elum 0
Melbourne. He appears to have sold up his business in Melbourne on his return.
Hawlins cites evidence that he worked tor William Edwards in Melboume until the
mid 18605 but, as yet, we do not know whether or when he died there.

James Menzies (1811 - 1842)

Maria or Marian Young. the youngest sister of Elizabeth Young wite of Robert Keay
snr., married in 1810 Charles Menzies, Stocking Maker later landwaiter of the
Customs, in Perth ™ They had a family of four boys and three gizls, their eldest child
being James born in 181 1." Charles Menzies died before James was indentured.
James was apprenticed to his uncle Robert Keay senr. and his cousin Robent Keay jnr.
as masters supported by James Moual, Wood Merchant in Perth as Cautionery. in
[827.% He wasapparently still in Perth and in touch with Robert Keay jnr. twelve vears
later because he wrote a receipt to Keay fora loan of £30 dated Perth 1st January 1839,
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[ am grateful to Mr Steuart Fothringham for pointing out that in 1839 “Ja. Menzies
Perth, brought twelve dessert spoons for assay to the Incorporation of Goldsmiths of
the City of Edinburgh and appears to have become a fully qualificd master Goldsmith
and silversmith in or about that time.*" [n the following vear Robert Keay asked
William Forrester1f he could give employment to their muatual cousin James Menzies.
Forrester's reply is revealing both as to his own circumstances and the regard in which
Menzies was held by Keay and is worth quoting in extenso.

About Jurmes Menzies Fawi now very busy and what can hoe do? 1st cun he chase aroli
& can e serstanes tfdo normean vervsmatl) Brooches & {1 ix nog the annt. of his wages
but if there is a dissolition of Parliament this summer  am afiacd { should be obliged
to sented hing hack again wid as for other shops perhiaps there never were more men ol
of work than there are at preseni so there is not anech clhaace for bin o that, T ik
yoti said L might pri peviect confidence in im and certainfv fane in mach want of vach
t persear about me who conld mett, cut ot & so foreh & if e comes here he must mahe
fumself as usefid as fre can 1o me. st have no dislicing one job and liking another.
{mention thiy ws {see it inmy shop every day and suffer from it and mind Fean onfe have
fitnt s o workntes [oan neither give fine hoaved wor lodgimg. Dwill begin with im at
200 a week and Tnost sincerelv hope (o be abde to ratse it soon. Lell yoo this hoping
theat Ve wilf sk thre tronhle o fet ifm e it that there inav he no disuppointment after
he comes here. & §f trade keeps predv good Thave no dowid Feondd find i plenny 1o
e, guted §f there iy a foll offti that { cannor emplov i, or for that cr gy other regson
en mvside, he shall notbe left 1o wander about London but shall be sent back o Scottund
aranc evpense. Ploase ot me brove whal vow think by verarn if vao can and. if von think
fie il do. let ivi coumte as saon as he fikes; i ai afl the sooner the berer™

Apparently James Menzies did go to London for the next we hear ot him is his undated
letter 10 Keay (rom 33 Devonshire Street, Queens Square. London with an order for
£4 in part discharge of his debt of £30.7  Whether this represented a month’s wages
from William Forrester or savings trom other employment we do not know. It is
believed, however, that James Menzies died in 1842.% His widowed mother died in
1843 and her furniture sold by roup at her home in Canal Street, Perth ¥
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child baptized calted Anne™.

©OPR Perthshire, Perth 3875 p.237A. Bom E3th Januvary and baptized 2pd February 1766

* OPR Perthshire, Perth 38718, p. 171, Marriage of David Kea aml Elizabeth Scott 16th June
1753, Admission of David Kea to the Wrigh™ [ncorporation of Perth, Minute of 16th June
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ol Duvid Key (sic) and Elizabeth Scot. and baptized on [Sth May by Mr David Black,
Minister.
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signed on 22nd December 1787 and minuted on 8th January 1738 (NLS MS 19241). lam
indebted ta Mr A (G Credland for details of Patrick s career in Hull, From 1817 his shop was
at 17 Marker Streer where he traded as a gold and silversmith, jeweller, optician and
watchmaker. Tis xon Joseph fuinzs, later known as Baron de Forrester {1809 1861), was a
merchani and shipper. He went o Oporta in 1831 to juin his uncle James Forrester, partner
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