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Query from Fran WALKER: The Vincent KESTERSON family Saline AR. Several of his children 
married BRO\INS - Marion m Nancy BRO\IN Einily m Joel E BRO\IN Cordelia m Richard BROVN. Nancy 
Cl-IANZ you know the most about the BROVNS - Did any of them live in Saline AR and do you know of 
any other KESTERSON/BROVN marriages around the 1850's. OR does anyone know if 
the 3 BRCWNS in Saline were siblings? 

****************************************************************************************** 

I received a rather nasty letter from Evaline BRCWN of Dierks AR. I am reluctant to even 
mention this and to take up space that could be better used. But - its been on my mind too much 
so I am going to mention it. She is mad at me - Walter MILLER and Gloria MARKUS. 
Evaline has been a member since Nov 1996. She is offended because of what I printed in the last 
Newsletter in regard to Franklin Colwnbus KESTERSON beating his wife . (Please refer to Page 2 of 
the Feb 98 Issue. Reference to Onie Lee DVYER). Her short letter was curt, and to the point. To 
protect her privacy I will not reprint it here although I am sorely teD1>ted to do so. In her 
opinion the story was untrue and I should not have printed it. She has told me clearly not to 
print anything in regard to her family ever again since I was not there to know if it happened 
or not. First let me say that I haven't a clue as to WHO Evaline Browns family members are. 
In the year and 1/2 she has been receiving the Newsletter she has never sent me one single thing 
on her line. She has sent no research material, no data whatever nor any money to support the 
group although I have asked her several times to send me her family data. If this Frank is a 
member of her family I would have had no way of knowing it!!! It would not.have made any 
d i fference if I HAD known because I would have printed it anyway. The information is out there, 
free to anyone and T present it to you as I find it, to make of it what you will. I have no 
interest in spreading l i es or causing anyone hurt feelings. These are merely family stories and 
#@$! happens. It would be very nice if we could present to the world the perfect KESTERSON 
f amily - but its not gonna happen folks. All our families are normal people and we get the good 
wi th the bad as does the rest of the world. My apologies to any and all that are offended in 
any way but I'm not here to prove or disprove "gossip" - thats your job should you care to take 
it on. I AM HERE to research and to put forth to you every bit of information that comes our 
way whatever its content might be. I urge all of you to take what is offered in the light that 
i t is presented. Whatever Frank has done (God rest hi s Soul) is now between him and his maker. 
If he's innocent then he's sprouting wings - if he ' s guilty then I guess he lost some points 
with GOD. To Evaline Brown and any other members of her family - I'm sorry if the story upset 
you and I'm sorry that she doesn't want to get the Newsletter anymore. She will now miss THE 
REST OF THE STORY. (Famous words of Paul Harvey). I for one want to hear what happens next. 
****************************************************************************************** 

Received ANarHER nasty letter from Vergie Kesterson LAY 728 N Moore Rd Hot Sps AR 71913. 
She is a daughter of Frank Colwnbus Kesterson and has asked that I print a retraction -- Sorry -
can't do it. 
****************************************************************************************** 

I have a mess of data coming in on top of w4at I already have on the Kestersons in Arkansas. 
Many of you are mixing the families of John/Malinda Dorsey Kesterson with that of Vincent and 
Dolly Chandler Kes terson. These families are no doubt related but I don ' t believe that they 
were brother (yet). I need to get all the census material/land records/birth/deaths/cemetery 
info and anything else connected to AR to get it all straight. Vincent was in and around 
Sa line AR whil e John s tayed put in Sevier (later Howard AR) Their children are all clearly 
l is t ed i n all the census material and I'm starting to work on this line closely. AGAIN -
Please get me the stuff you have on Sevier AR (John & Malinda) and where you fit into the line. 
Its important that I have it because we have to be able to determine whos/who in AR. I 
especially need the lines of the following: 

Deborah AKIN - I need your people. Edna HALL - I have most of yours but some missing. 
Chri s KESTERSON - I have nothing on your line from Charl es/Sarah Forrester on down. 
Norma KESTERSON - I have nothing on your l ine . 

****************************************************************************************** 

****************************************************************************************** 
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Walter Miller/ You sent me sane 1880 Census pages - Ch~aign IL and I Thank You but I can 
barely read it. I made out Thomas Kesterson age 68 and wife Nancy age 50 with a son? Samuel Age " 
23 •• Does anyone know who Thomas belongs to? Thcxnas b ca 1812. Nancy b 1830. 

****************************************************************************************** 
SyJvester KESTERSON line: 

Cordelia KESTERSON d/o James Roland KESTERSON s/o Sylvester KESTERSON 
Cordelia m Milton Tate BROCK 19 Aug 1871 Morgan Co TN. 
Milton b 29 Oct 1846 in Anderson TN d 21 Jun 1916 Tahlequah Cherokee OK 
Cordelia b 5 Mar 1855 Anderson TN d 31 May 1883 Anderson TN' 
Cordelia died 1 week after her last child was born 

Children: All born Morgan TN 
William R BROCK 8 Sep 1873 
Minnie J BROCK 25 APr 1875 
Samuel C BROCX 8 Jan 1877 m Minnie Gail McCart 
Maudie M BROCX 3 Nov 1881 m Edward Franklin HUMAN 
Cordelia T BROCK 24 May 1883 

****************************************************************************************** 

Some "Homework" if you have the time. I have found some things that I can't connect anyone 
to. Maybe some of you know about these folks •• If so please clue me in •• 

Frances KESTERSON m Samuel PHILPOT 21 Oct 1803 Franklin VA. 
They had a daughter Lucinda PHILPOTI' b 1809 d 9 Jan 1881 Monroe VA m Addison RIGGS 

Margaret KESTERSON m Fielding CXXJRTNEY 6 Feb 1840 Greene Co TN 
Margaret b ca 1803 - Who were her parents. She is on the 1850 Census 
as a second wife of Fielding. Also on that Census with them is 
Elizabeth KESTERSON age 18 b ca 1832. Obviously Margaret was previously married to a 
KESTERSON - but which one? 

Daniel KESTERSON m Susan ™ENS 1 May 1842 Greene TN 
Daniel was b ca 1820 and was the s/o William & Mary (Bailey) KESTERSON 
On the 1850 Census living with them are Thomas {19) John (17) Charles (16), Mary (12) 
obviously not their own children. Who were their parents? 

****************************************************************************************** 

SCMETHING TO 1HINK AIDJT:: There is added interest in Samuel KESTERSON who was married to 
Eliza (GREEN) in Columbia AR. We have thought that he was probably a brother to John in Sevier 
AR •• or possibly a brother to Vincent in Saline AR. BUT - mull this over for awhile. There was 
a Samuel b 31 Oct 1775 Nmbr VA s/o William and Elizabeth BERRY KESTERSON. They also had a son 
Thomas b 17 May 1768. We have not found anything on them yet - so what if they went to GA/AL? 
There was a Thomas KESTERSON on the Oglethorpe GA Tax List for 1820 and 1824. Either might be 
the father of John 1807 who married Malinda Dorsey or Vincent b 1800 GA who married Dolly 
CHANDLER. Nothing has turned up in VA that indicates either of them stayed there -but things 
have turned up down South that points to the fact that they MIGfl' have gone there ••• 

****************************************************************************************** 

Lastly: I want to let you all know that Theresa Kingsley's mother is very, very sick. Her 
Cancer has pretty much taken over and things don't look good. Lets all keep Theresa and her 
family in our thoughts and prayers. 

****************************************************************************************** 

Everyone have a wonderful s tmmer - and if you go on any research trips remember to take notes 
and send them to me ••• See you in August--
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'************************************* 
tas his family online now. You can tune in to 
m/users/m/i/l/Wallter-1-Milkr-Ill/index.html 
nilytreemaker.com, then home pages and look 

CA aasmith@concentric.net 
~************************************* 
file on the Internet. Ancestry.com (Good site). 
that turned up in Ray Co MO born around 
ran 1 841 Ray Co MO. The submitter of this 
1 Claiborne TN. For the Claiborne TN 
'm The File # is 10910. This of cmm;e does 
N (they probably met and manied in MO) but 
ple researching that area. Its surprising how 
lll the time. Its fairly certain that James was 
1g of Lancaster VA but this has not been 

................ 
nyone know about a book called "Chadwell 
per a descendant of this line heard about the 
ion that it was ever published. The Author 
:e Mission KS. She was suppose to have 
laiborne Co. 
·************************************** 

<nox KY - slo Joseph HOPPER slo Harris 
: KY d/o Seymour b s/o Harris 
y E HOPPER b 3 Apr 1856 d/o Seymour B. I 
;e? Some other birth records are: 
:more HOPPER & Levina DICKEY 
s HOPPER & Mary MOORE 
v;th a son James b 1854 
'************************************** 
ales s/o Reuben s/o David (Oaibome TN) 
t minister, came to the Cumberland Gap in 
v SchooL established for the purpose of 
in youngsters. On a visit to the area to give a 
:neral 0. 0. Howard remembered his 
l he joined Reverend Myers, M. F. Overton, C. 
in establishing Lincoln Memorial University. 

1, a Confederate veteran. became a board of 
: property. In commemoration of Lincoln's 
~e State of Tennessee on February 12, 1897, as 
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************************************************************************ 
Hi to ALL - Well I had a disaster with my "new" Computer. It turns out that we had a 
bad CD Rom as well as a bad C Drive and it naturally just plain crashed and refused to 
work one day. It took nearly 3 weeks to get it up and running again. I thought all was lost 
but I had backed up everything so by some miracle was able to get everything back in. I 
don't understand half of what I know about Computers so it was a great relief to find out 
that I still had my files. I did lose my Email list and therefore lost many Kesterson 
Connections. I hope they will contact me again. Check out the Kesterson Kollections 
Homepage. I have Thomas on there of course, and as of November 16th John and 
Malinda Dorsey Kesterson Family are on line. I just took Vincent off because I can only 
do 5 at one time. Meriday Kesterson is now on there in the hopes that someone will see it 
and be able to help with that line. David Chadwell Kesterson is also on line since 
November 16, and have already had a stirring of interest on that line.. I think that once the 
David Chadwell Kesterson family comes out of the woodwork we will find a very large 
family line. http:/ /www.famil.ytreemaker.com/w/a1VChristine-Y-W alters 
************************************************************************ 
We want to extend to Theresa Kingsley our sympathy in the loss of her mother. Theresa's 
mom lost her battle with Cancer on Nov 5 1998. She had a long and difficult illness and 
her family has suffered right along with her. Most of you are familiar with Theresa and 
have been in regular contact with her. She has been busy during this past year with her 
mother, making frequent trips back to Illinois and taking care of her own family in 
California. Research has taken a backseat as a result. Theresa has been invaluable with 
our Kesterson Research and we have missed her regular input and "new finds". . Hope 
your life is getting back on track Terry! 
************************************************************************ 
1-ff,W MEMBERS: 
Robin BAILEY 1707 Eye St Bakersfield IL 93302 Email: Live2rite@aol.com 

Robin descends from the John Kesterson/tvlalinda DORSEY/DOSSEY 
Howard AR through their son 1bomas Jefferson Kesterson 

Christopher HOOPER 2236 Cedar Crest Road Richmond VA 23235 
Email: chooper@firstsaga.com Phone: 804-272-4930 Fax 804-272-4875 

Descends from the David Chadwell KESTERSON/Elizabeth LANHAM family 
through their daughter Nancy KESTERSON & John Ely JONES of Claiborne TN 

Larry ivIILLER 827 Harvard Dr Edwardsville IL 62025 Email: lmil.ler@ezl.com 
Descends from Sylvester .KESTERSON/Elizabeth JOHNSON line through 
their son William KESTERSON/Hannah ULRED and their son Solomon 
Thomas KESTERSON/Sarah RAINS of Mills IA 

N1ike MOORE 13061 Paraiso Road Apple Valley CA 92308 email: Drexpert@aol.com 
Descends from the Claiborne TN group. Hezekiah Kesterson s/o John s/o David 



. .. 
****************************************************************************************** 

William H HOPPER (member) and wife Mollie and William E HOPPER and his wife (not a member yet 
but can't imagine why not) are meeting this stmmer in Washington and will spend a week doing 
some research in Fauquier VA/Greene TN and Knox KY •• Bill and Bill met through the Newsletter 
and have since became fast friends •• Hope they find a lot of good stuff and can't wait for them 
to let us know about it. (You know they are probably going to be looking for HOPPER info - but 
maybe they'll come across some good Kesterson stuff too.) Have a great trip. I wish I could do 
it. 
****************************************************************************************** 

SCME MILITARY DATA - Sistler Publishers "TENNESSEANS" (From Edna Douglas) 

KESTERSON John Pvt Col Samuel Bunch Capt John Dobbins, E TN Drafted Mil; deserted 4-6-1814 
KESTERSON Meredith Pvt Col Samuel Bunch Capt John Dobbins E TN Drafted Mil; "'"""' 4-6-1814 
KESTERSON Thomas Dur Col Samuel Bunch Capt Francis Register E TN Mil 
KESTERSON Thomas Pvt Col Samuel Bayless Capt Joseph Hale E TN Mil 
KESTERSON William Pvt Col Samuel Bunch Capt John Dobbins E TN Drafter Mil: deserted 4-6-1814 

John, Meredith, William are brothers (I believe}. They were in VA/KY/IN/CE and as yet we have no 
members who belong to this line. Sure wish one would come along. 
****************************************************************************************** 

JAMES STEPHEN KESTERSON (Data from new member Donna GROVE) 
b 13 Aug 1854 Little Rock AR the son of Harvey KESTERSON/Charlotte CASTEEL who was the 

son of George KESTERSON/Lettice ~. Harvey KES'ImSON was born in Caldwell KY, lived 
in Pike IL by 1850 and was in MO/AR. Listed on the 1860 Census which is the census that 
noted them as Whites in Indian Territory. I don't know where they were in 1870 but 
Charlotte appeared on the Pike IL Census in 1880 a widow. Apparently Harvey died 
somewhere in AR or MO and she returned to her haiie in Pike IL. The only child listed 
with here in 1880 was James. I think that some more digging in AR/MO might find us the 
burial/death of Harvey. I have not found yet found the death of Cliarlotte and she 
might have even remarried after coming back to IL. Guess another trip to Pike Co is 
needed. James Stephen died 5 Jul 1936 Morgan IL. He married Sarah Ellen LANGLEY d/o 
Edward LANGLEY & Amy BRADFORD. James was blind and a steam boat agent in Valley City. 
Children: 1. Harvey Elmo KES'lmSON 3 Mar 1887 IL d 1960 Quincy IL 

m Lulu Queen HCl\'ELL 1 Jan 1914 Scott IL d/o James Cl\'ELL/Lucinda CAMPBELL 
Ch: Eva Marie KESTERSON 11 Nov 1914 Bluffs IL 

m Earl Granville WHITE Jr 4 Jul 1933 s/o Earl WHITE/Sadie GRAHAM 
Ch: Donna Ruth WHITE (Member) 17 Jun 1934 Hancock IL m Wm GROVE 

Mary Jane WHITE 11 Mar 1938 m Buddy MclX)NALD 
Helen Kaye WHITE 24 Aug 1943 Keokuk IA 

Helen KESTERSON 5 Apr 1917 m John LOUDEN 
Vera KES'lmSON 1919 Clayton IL m Harold STEELE 

Ch: Harold, Sandra, Susan and Nancy Lynn STEELE 
Winifred KESTERSON 25 Dec 1921 m George BRI'ITON/James SAXBERY 

Ch: Steven, Dennis, Gloria, Patricia, Teresa Sue SAXBERY 
2. Roy KESTERSON Oct 1889 
3. LAURA KESTERSON Jan 1893 
4. Lucy Grace KESTERSON 24 Jun 1897 d 21 Dec 1918 Scott IL 

** Donna if you have anything further on Roy/Laura or Lucy I would appreciate getting it. 
****************************************************************************************** 

~esearchers of George/Lettice BAKER KESTERSON Caldwell KY ••• 
Marriage date for Winifred MEAL/BEAL and Cader BARNES 5 Aug 1809 Caldwell KY 
The marriage shows MEAL - we always thought it was BEAL - she obviously must have 
married prior to a MEAL/BEAL. Winifred is suppose to be sis or 1/2 sis to George 

****************************************************************************************** 



.,., 
Of InteYest to those researching Cadwell/Chadwell/Caddle. Paul Waite (member) found a James 
rCAIJVELL in Craven NC in 1751 - prior to his arrival in what became Moore NC in the 1760's. 
Remember that David Chadwell Kesterson is one of our Research Subjects and Moses CAD\IELL married 
Mary Anne Ware KESTERSON d/o George as did Nancy CAllVELL (Sister of Moses) who married John 
KESTER.SON s/o George. Consider that there might be some relationship between Wm CAD\IELL/Daniel 
OIAmELL arriving in VA in 1650/51. These names appear along with the KESTERSON Lines. We know 
that the CAIJ\IELL line joined the Kesterson line in Christian KY but perhaps they .were acquainted 
in VA as well. 

Also of interest to this line: Darius Porterfield KESTERSON s/o John & Nancy CAD\TELL s/o 
George & Lettice BAKER KESTERSON has been found! He is buried in Blagg Duckworth Cem. in 
Benton AR. Tombstone reads: Derias P KESTERSON 1825-1886. Still don't know if he was every 
married or not. He was last seen on 1860 Benton AR Census with his brothers 
****************************************************************************************** 

Ernestine MCORE -- Thanks for the changes you sent. No you really don't have to send 
changes pertaining to recent people •• But those having to do with the 
"old" ones I really do need. 

****************************************************************************************** 
Wm H HOPPER Jr of Duarte CA (member) has written that he and Wm E HOPPER of Tulsa OK 
have exchanged lengthy correspondence in regard to their comnon line - Blackgrove HOPPER who 
married Rhoda KESTERSON. He is convinced (as I) that the Kestersons and Hoppers had closer ties 
than just this marriage. Wm asked about the earliest known time when the Kestersons settled in 
Greene TN and asks WHY they moved there. The HOPPERS and KESTERSONS were together in most of the 
same places from the beginning! The first record I have is 22 Nov 1759 between Wm BEAOI of 
Halifax Co and Peter BEAOI of Fauquier Co 200 Acres on Deep Run. Land belonged to Alex. BEAOI, 
deeded to his son by deed of gift 28 Mar 1760 witnessed by Wm KESTER.SON, Wm BLACXWELL, Wm 
EUSTACE, Rodham 1ULLOS, Daniel BRADFORD. Samuel BAKER m Elizabeth BEACJI d/o Peter. Their 
daughter Lettice BAKER married George KESTER.SON s/o Wm & Ann who migrated to Greene TN along 
with the HOPPERS, KESTER.SONS, BAKERS and others. Samuel & Elizabeth broke up their property in 
Fauquier VA in the fall of 1792. They began their move to Greene TN then and made their first 
land transaction in Greene TN in 1793. Registered 3 Jan 1794. Wm Kesterson bought land on Deep 
Run 23 Jun 1770. He purchased it from Wm EVES of Prince Wm Co and it contained 100 Acres bounded 
on a branch of Deep Run called Middle Branch on lines with Joseph BLACKWELL. Witnessed by Joseph 
BLACKWELL, Thomas SMITH, John SMITH. Recorded 25 Mar 1771. Mr Wm BLACKWELL of Fauquier Co 
(Assignee of Wm KESTERSON) shows 60 Acres on Deep Run. Survey 5 APr 1748 Forfited. Deed to 
BLACKWELL. This puts a KESTERSON in Fauquier VA in 1748. I'm not at all sure WHICJI William this 
might have been. It appears that Wm KESTERSON (wife Ann) divested himself of all property in VA 
by 1785 and probably moved to Greene TN around that time. The first record that I know about in 
Greene TN was the tax list from 1798 showing Wm Sr with 70 Acres, Wm Jr with 200 Acres, John 
with 200 Acres and George with no land. The land owned by John, Wm Jr and Wm Sr was all on 
Lick Creek in the same area where Blackgrove settled upon his arrival in Greene TN. We know 
for certain the the HOPPERS, BAKERS and KESTER.SONS all made their moves at or near the same time 
-- Late 1700's to. Greene TN. 

Additional BLACXGROVE HOPPER Material: From Marriages/Nmbr VA by Stratton NOITINGIAM: 
Peter P BLAGROVE was security for several marriages. I would guess that this Peter P BLAGROVE 
was connected to your Blackgrove HOPPER line. Most likely Blackgrove was named for his mothers 
family (Maiden Name). This may or may not help you much but I have found that often we can 
gl ean some information frooi first names of male children. Do you have BLAGROVE connections in 
you BLACKGROVE HOPPER line? Some of the people that Peter P BLAGROVE knew (and was Security for) 
were: (Maybe you'll find some old connected names) 

Judith BALL ward Mottram BALL/James BURWELL 15 Nov 1797 
Jeremi ah ASHTON/Betty FORD 2 Jun 1798 
Lancelot L ~ARDS/Nancy W HUDNALL d/o Lucy 19 Oct 1798 
.James SMITH/Nancy MUSE d/o Daniel 25 Dec 1798 
Pet er C RICE Wid/Molly FLINT ward Ed.BLAKEMORE 29 Oct 1799 
Mottram BALL/Martha 'n.JRBERVILLE 25 Jan 1800 
James DAUGHITY Wid/Betsey CONWAY Wid 17 Feb 1800 
Fleming BATES/Mary MOSS 20 Jul 1803 

.J . 



'T'hP KPstPrson's are onlinP - aho11t 90 % completely P.ntP.rerl. Yo11 r.an finrl 
i t 11nrlPr KESTF,RSON KOI.LF.C.TTONS (Search) anrl unrler my namP (llser HomP 
Pae;Ps) C.hri .dinP-Y-Walters. {,et me know if you finrl mistakes or errors. 
Yrrn ran ar.r.Pss Family TreP. MakPr at thP. following: 
www.familvtrPP.makPr.r.om. WhP.n you look through this p]P.asP. notP. if thPre 
arP rlPsrP~rlants J rlon't have yPt - that you may havP. PleasP. senrl thPm to 
mP. T'il likP to havP as many as possible representerl. Thanks to FVFRYONF 
for kPPpine; mP 11pilatPrl on nPw finrls. 
************************************************************************** 
T JUVF OflTTS (St:>nt to me hy Oavirl & Denise Kesterson C11pPrtino \.A) 

** Snn nf .Tohn HPnry & Sarah DAVIS KESTERSON (Greene TN/l.l'\fayettP MO) 

C'. rns .s Sr.r11e;~s KPsterson: 
(Raptist Minister) 

Odessa Mo Paper. WrittP.n hy Rev. J T. Downing 

Tlnrn in GrPPnP TN Or.t 11, 1823, Remaining in his nativt:> state 11nti l hP was 
::iho11t ?.S yel'\rs of l'\ge. At 21 he professerl faith in ,Jps1_1s anrl joinerl a 
Tl::iptist rh11rr.h. HP was marr i ed to Narr.issa Rasterly. ThrPP years later 
thPy moverl tn MO to make this state thP.ir homP., rearing their family of 8 
rhi lilrPn to hP. e;rown anrl b11rying 3 hahiP.s in infancy. Sevpn of thP. 
rhi lilren su rvive thP i r fl'\ther, five sons anrl two da11ghters. Rrother 
KPstprson was orrlainPrl to the ministry at Olrl Concord Church aho11t 18RO 
anrl ilPvotPrl m11r.h of his time to preaching the gospel. He never gavP. 11p 
.ser.11l::ir wnrk to entPr f11Jly into thP work of the ministry hut helrl 
meptine; .s ::inrl fillF>rl appointments in connection with his sPr.11lar work, 
rloine; mi1rh gooci anrl lParling many people to heliPve in .Tes11s anrl tn follow 
him. When thP r.h11rr.h at Bates C.ity was organizerl he was a chartPr memher 
of that organization anrl on moving to Orlessi:i unitf"d with thP. r.h11rr'h here 
in 188R, rPm;iining a faithf11l mP.mhPr until his dP.ath. ln 1880 his wife 
rlierl anrl her rem;iins were lairl to rPst in Concorrl Cemetery. Tn 1885 hP was 
marriPrl tn Mrs. K;ite S;ilmon who remains to mourn his loss in her lowly 
wirlnwhnorl. Tn his e;irly life he taught a n11mber of terms in the p11hlir. 
s rhnol.s hPine; ;i very s11ccessf11) fPacher, dearly helovPrl hy his pupils. He 
l nve il rhilrlrPn ;ind rlelighted to he with them. HP. wi:is a dPvoted Rihle 
<::t11rlPnt anil w::i .s ::i f;iithf1il l'\ttPnrlant at Sunday School and C.h11rr.h servires 
iintil rnnfinerl to his herl in his last illness. His wisP co11nC'il .s anrl ripe 
s<'hn l;irship in thP ScripturPs WP.re very grPatly hP.lpful in the MPn ' .·" Rihle 
rl ass nf whirh he was a memher. Jn his wisdom and wide experiPnC'e ht> w;is 
alw;iys ;i e;reat hPlp to his p;istor. DP.ath came at 8:25 PM ,JunP 22 l!:Wfl. 
ll P c:11ffPrPrl a e;rp;it ilPal in this last illnPss b11t bore it ;ill with firm 
p ;diPnre. A few hn11rs hefore <'!Path his s11ffPrings her;ime less intPn .sP anrl 
i! Pa th rame very gently, evpn like one fall in~ aslPep. ThP rem;iins were 
l~i~ tn rest in rnnrorrl remetery with those of his wife and r.hilrlren. 

() '!'llf.'R<;: H ~VF, : 3~hn WPsley KF.STF.RSON s/o Gross 
Mary KESTF.RSON m A P GRAY 29 Dec 188~ 

T.11ry .Jane KF.STF.RSON m R Marion RROWN 
Thomas Dir.k KF.STF.RSON s/n Gross 
Ts;i;ic F.astPrly KF.STF.RSON s/o Gross 
Virgie KF.STERSON HAMMOND 

************************************************************************** 
'T'h;its it fnr this iss11e. Now that T'm recovered from my Surgery Tr.an get 
h::irk- to work. T w;is only ;ihle to toleri:ite sitting i:it the C'.omp11ter for 
shnr t periorls of timP anrl T rlirln't go near it for almost thP whole first 
mon th - sn T lost MAY totally. Things arP better now so look fnrw;irrl tn a 
hi !'.;~ Pr is .s11P in NovPmher. 



SnmPthinv PlsP fnr thP Claihorne TN Researchers: 
JamPs W KPstPrsnn anrl Jprry Christ 
F'rnm the T::111lhee KY Obi t11Aries 

4. 

Ruth rnrnel ia LF.WTS R1 nf Ruskin FT., formerly of Oaysboro d 17 ,Jun 199n 
S11n rity FT.. rl/n the late Dr Rohert LF.WIS anrl Arleline KP.stersnn. Ruth 
hnrn in Rnrkr.astlP KY anrl m Hohert LY'KTNS. She had 2 snns T.inrlon T.YKTNS 
n f n11rham NC: anrl Davirl. T.YKTNS of SalyPrsville, ::1nrl 1 <laughter .Turli th 
f'l;;-innPry nf Ruskin FT.. :1 sisters - Lncille CAlTnTJ.T., Mrs .Juanita HAT.I. hoth 
n f' f.Pxingtnn anrl Mrs WinniP BRYANT nf Williamsh11rg VA. 7 GrAnrlrhilrlren anrl 
1 GrPat Granrlchild. R11rierl Ha7.el Green Cem. Pnrter anrl Son Fimeral Home 

** ArlPl ine KPsterson was the rlA11ght.er of GarrP.tt ·HenrlP.rson Kester .<:on whn 
marrierl rnrneli.a OVF.RTON. Yon ;;ilrearly know that G;;irrP.tt lPft 
rlaihornP TN anrl moverl to KY Anrl yon now know thAt he had ;;if le;;i .c;;t 4 
rla11e;hters. Rnth , L11rille, J11anita anrl Winnie. 

************************************************************************** 
Taken frnm "The R11rp;;iu of Lanrl Management". Tt has several F.;;istP.rn StatPs 
alreacly on ;;inrl thPy gi.vP. yo11 the origin;d date of the J..;;inrl Gr::1nt, the 
arre ae;-e, the county anci the description. To those of yo11 who <lo not havP 
arrP<: .<: to thP lntP.rnet plPase feel free to it.sk me look up things for yo11. 

ARK ANS AS KPstersons (T,and Grants T h;;ive copies of) 
S;;irn11e I 40 Acres Howard Co 1 May lR77 J;;imes ,J 120 Acres BP.nton AR 1 Feb 1sno 
Sl'llTTIIPI RO Acres Howar<i r..o 9 Sep 1RR2 nerias P 50 Acres Benton AR 21 .Tu l 189fi 
Vinsley L RO Acres How;;irrl Co 1.5 ,J::1n 1R85 Samuel 160 Acres ColiRDhi;;i AR 5 Sep 1861 
Hann;;ih M 1 f)O Acres HnwArd C'.o 2fi M;;iy 1R90 Wi 1 liam M 40 Acres Sevier AR 1 .Ju 1 1859 
Sep ii re W mo Ar.res How;;irrl Co 12 Aug 1901 William M 40 Acres Sevier AR 2 Apr lRfiO 

Wi I 1 i am F. 1fi0 Acres How;;irrl Co 12 nee 1904 William D 80 Acres Polk AR 30 .Tul 1900 
rh;;ir I e .<: Tl 1 fiO Ar.res Tlow;;i rrl ro 26 A11g HI05 
Fr::ink P 1fi0 Arres Hnw::irrl Co 1 M;;iy 190fi 

P.ml<\NA 
~fpr i rl::i 
\ fererly 
MPri.rla 

Kestersons (T.anrl Grants T h;;ive copies nf) 

\1 TSSOFRT 
RPf11" \ 1 
Willi::im 
WT I I i::im Tl 
Wi 11 i am ll 
Wi 11 i am ll 

Wi 11 i ;;im II 
.T::imes K 

40 Ar.res Rrown Co 1 fi Apr 
:1 fi ArrP.s C:rawforrl ro l 5 A11g 
40 Ar res n11hni s ('.o Oct 

KPstPrson .<: ( J.;;inrl Grants 
40 ArrP<: O;;ites C:o 10 Sep 
40 Ar.rps l.;;iwrencP. Co 30 Or.t 
40 ArrPs C;;i 1dwp11 r.n 10 .T11n 

mo Ar.res f';;i 1rlwe11 r.o 1 Sep 
40 A.r.res ('.;i J rlwe 11 Co 1 .Tun 
40 Ar.rps C::i 1rlwe11 Co l nee 

1fi0 Ar.res C;;i Jrlwe 11 Co Oct 

183S Sqiii re 40 Ar.res 
18~8 Willi::1m 40 AcrPs 
1R40 

T h::!VP cnpies of) 
1 Rfil .James R 80 Acres 
1R57 J::1mes R 80 Acres 
184R 
1R56 
1R50 N::inr.y 80 Acres 
1 R51 Wi 11 i::im T 40 Acres 
1856 Wi 11 i ;;im T 40 AcrPs 

nuhni s C'.o 1 Oct 1840 
H::1milton ro 1 A11g 18:19 

Ray C'.o M;;iy 184:1 
R;:iy Co M::iy 184:1 

Mercer Co l Apr lRfil 
MercP.r Cn 1 Apr 1857 
Mercer r.o Nov 1 R6fi 

*************************************************************************************** 

18!l0 SpPri::il rPn .o;;11s S11rvivors/Wirlows of Union SolrliP.rs/GrP.P.nP. Co TN 
Eli7a JFF'FFRS formerly widow of George Kesterson liverl ;;it. Myers PO in 
GrPPnvillP TN. 

Anyone know whn the GEORGF. KF.STF.RSON belongerl to? 

************************************************************************** 
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RP11hPn NPil KF.STF.RSON of Claihorne TN: 
Snn nf RP11hPn KESTF.RSON/AitPline HENDF.RSON 
From thP Tnternet (Anr.estry.com) Taken from TN the Volunteer State Vol 4 
P[J' 883-884 .fames Cloyrt Wilh11rn ( Cnntrihutor of the artir.lP?) 
R;HhPn NPi] Ke~::terson, prPsirlent anrl treasurer of thP <lrPPnwonrl l.PmPtPry 
Co. is one of thP s11hstantial citizens of Knoxville. He was horn in 
Cl Ai hnrnP C.o, on his fathers farm, on the 12 of Jul 1858. On hoth paternal 
Anrl matPrnal sirlPs he is itescended from old and honored anr.Pstry. His 
patPrnAl granrlfathPr, David Kesterson, wa s a prominent agrir.11lt u rist and 
nne of thP Jpading citizPns of this section of the statP. RP11hPn 
KestPrson was horn in Claiborne Co and died in 1882. Like his father 
hPforP him he was s11r.cPssful in agricult11ral p11rs11its and a representative 
<'iti7Pn. Reuhen Kesterson married Adeline Henderson, who was born in 
Cl::iihorne Co anit whose demise occurred in 1860. She was a daughtPr of 
~Prry HPnderson and RPtsPy (Mills} and a grandaughter of Thomas HendPrson , 
"gPntleman, of Fifeshire, Scotland and through William anit Margaret 
(Rr11rP), Sam11Pl Henderson, who came to the US and died in Augusta VA 19 
~an 178? Anrl then through Andrew Henderson, thP father of Thomas 
1-IPndPrson, e-randfathPr of Mrs Kesterson. The early education of Re11hen 
NPil KPsterson was rer.eived in the country schools of his native county 
And s11hseq1JPntly in Mossy CrPPk College, now the Carson and Newman 
CnllegP of .Jefferson City. He took 11p the study of dentistry in the 
Uni vPrsity of TN in 187!:i and was gra1iuatPd in 1881, with the nns degree. 
He hegan prar.tice at Richmond, KY where he remainPd 4 years, Pnjoying 
s11hs tantial s11r.cPss. Jn .Tan 1887, he rame to Knoxville, where he has si ncP 
r Psi rlPrt. HP wAs Active in profpssiona] r.irc]es here until 1908. Jn 1900 
hP ohtained the charter of thP GrPenwood CPmetery, and he gradua_l ly 
rptirPd from ar.tive practir.e in order that hP might give his entirP timP 
anrl attPnti on tn his duties in r.onnection with the development of thP. 
<'PmetP r y. Tn 1912 he hecame presirlent anrl treasurer of the Greenwoorl 
r PmPtP r y Co. , a position he holds at thP present time. The r.emetery 
<' nn t ains some 175 arres of lanrl and is located north of Knoxville on thP 
1'a7PwPll Pil<P. The g rounds arP hPautifnl and everything is l<Ppt i_n 
sr- IPndirl r.ondition. Mr Kesterson is likewise president of thP GrandviPW 
rPmetery at Maryville. On the 13th of OctohPr 1885, was celehrated the 
m::irriAe"P of Mr KestPrson and Miss Frances Otey, a da11ghter of Frazier 
Ot e y , a nativP of Redford Co VA. She is rles cended from one of Ameri c a 's 
nldes t Anrl mnst honorerl famil iPs . The progPnitor of the family in this 
<'011ntry was Capt .Tohn Otey, who serverl in Washington's Army thro11ghn11t thP 
RPvol11tinn. : He was horn in F.neland and came to the US in 1760 , locating 
in nPdford VA. His son was Frazier Otey and his son the Frazier OtPy who 
hecame the father of Mrs Kesterson. The father was a Baptist minister anrl 
;i <'011sin of Rishnp Otey, the first bi s hop of the F.pi scopal r.h11rch in TN. 
Mrs Kesterson is ::i memher of the DAR and has been vice presirlent of the 
na11e-htPrs of th e C:onferleracy. She is prominPnt in cl11h and social cirrlP.s 
Anrl is a zealous worker in the Church. To Mr and Mrs Kesterson 2 c hildren 
wPrP horn. Rnhert NPil , who di Pd at the age of 3 anrl Thomas Otey, who was 
hnrn in 18 !:i 0. HP is a veteran of th e World war, having vol11nt eP. rPrl in the 
Aviatinn hranr.h of the service in Apr 1!:il7. He married Mi s s Rarhara nAvi s 
rla 11e-htP r of Willis P Oavi . ._ of KY on 18 Apr 1922. Although Mr Kester s on 
eivP s his politir.al e ndorsPment to the democratic party hP has nevPr heen 
a r. tive in party affairs. He is a_ publ ic-spirited citizen, however , and 
wiPlrls a grPa t influence for g ood in the city and co11nty. Fraternally he 
h P lone-s to nright Hope T.odge of the Masons and to Kno'X'villP T.nifgp, R.P.O. F. 
IT P i s an ::irtivP memhP.r of thP Rotary Cl 11h a nd the Board of C:ommercP and i s 
id Pntifieit with the (Page 884) Association of American Cemetery 
S11pPrintPnrlpnts of which borly he has been pre s ident. Mr Kesterson is A 
m.;;in of c11lt11rp and hi g h intPllectual attainments. For recreation from hi s 
hu sinP."s affairs he turns to music and all things artisti c , and his homP 
contains mnr.h of the hest in arts, l iterat11 rp and s ciencP. 
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Kesterson Family 

CCGS EFERENCE ONLY 

Fannly ties arc precious tbingll, Wown through the ycan 
Of memories of togethemesl ... Of laughter, love and tean. 

Family ties are cherished 1hinga, Forged in childhood days 
By Jove of pamdB, deep and true, And sweet familiar waya. 

Family ties are treasured tbinp. And far though we may roam, 
The tender bonds with thoec we love, Still pull OLD' hear1a toward home. 

By Virginia Blanck Moore (The PRfacc in the Book F.D.cnwood-Wbarton & 20 Allied 
Families. Compiled by Willard W Ellenwood. Library Congrea # 69-17358 

Alie> in dlil book ii found a Kcstmon Family 
Hany KESTERSON b 13 Oct 1913 m Alma Isabel WHARTON 9 Apr 1939 

Alma b 10 Jun 1918. 
( I baw in my recorcll dW Hany ii the IOll of Frank K KESTERSON & Mynlc. I show 
1hc marriage occurcd in Wood WV. Thia ii part of 1hc VA/WV/OH KCICmon- BcJprc, 
Washington OH figures procnincndy in the book) 
1. Francis KESTERSON 24Apr1940m Howard SHARP 11Jun1960 
.... A Leanne SHARP 
2. Susan Virginia KESTERSON 30 Sep 1942 
3. Frank Lynn KESTERSON 1Jul1946 
4. Janet Lou KESTERSON 28 Nov 1941 
S. Julia Eileen KESTERSON I Nov 1950 
6. Mary Jane KESTERSON 22 Oct 19S3 
7. Carol Ann KESTERSON 7 Dec 1956 
I. Michael Allen KESTERSON Apr 1961. 
I realize 1hat dlCle folb are liWlg people but 101De of you may know them or their families. 

$ ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 

VIRGINIA Batb Coynty; 
Pagc 512 Seftlarcnt- cat.ate of Richmond T. Walton - And10ny Mustoe, exec -accm 1863-
1869. Hein: Cadmine A Walton. widow; S children: Samuel, Polly, Nancy, John N., 
1ano; Polly ii now PoJly KCltqlop. wife of William 

Bath County- Estate of David TIIOMAS 23 J\Dl 18SS: Buyen: Ballard Rucker, George 
HMly, Jared~ Nancy 1bomll, Fnpds Kestenog, Jm M. Johnston, Thomas 
Cosby, Dr. Henry Gilmer, John McElwec, Jolm J. Thomas, Henry Gr01e, Jotm Hoowr 
for Wm. Davi., widow Thomaa, Wm. B. Thomas, Wm. Davi., James Caverly, Eraamua 
Williams, Samuel Hoover, Wm. Hull, Joeepb B. Tho11111 . 

Who might dlCle folb belong to? 

ORANGE CO L !TY CAUFORN.A 
GENEALQG,CAL SOClETY 

., 



Mike Moore llCDt 1hc following Kcstcnon namea: 
Union Vctcrana of 1hc CMl War. National Archiwl: www.civilwardata.com 

This ii a Subecripeion Site - S2S.OO per year. Mike bas joined it and will do lookup 
information for you. Mike ia vay intacstcd in finding m. an<:C8tor' - Hcz.clciah Kcstenon 
who was known to be in 1hc Army - but can't find a record. Mike's Email ii: 
Drexpert@aol.com. His address ii 13061 Paraiso Rd Apple Valley CA 92308 

ARKANSAS 
David Kqtmon 

MARYLAND 
1omb Kcstcnql 

MISSOURI 

Co K 2nd AR Cav Dcrias Kcstmon Co K 2nd Ar Cav 

2ndMDinf 

Wilm! H H Keslcrloll 
Jolm Kestenon 

CoL lstMOCav 
CoBMOHG 

Willifm H H KC11mOD 7th MO Cav 
WjQjpp J Kesterson 3rd s MO Cav 

Wjlliam J Kgtmop 7th S MO Cav 1olm KcatalOll 
JQICRh KeMIOll 

TENNESSEE 
Hcmy KcstmloD 
Jamee R Kcafa.,.. 
James Kearaaon 
Pauick H KCltcnon 
William Keala8CH1 

Co B SOda MO Inf 
CoF lOChMOCav 

CO A 9th 1N Cav 
COG 9tb TN Cav 
CO A 111h TN Cav 
Co F 4th 1N Cav & CO C 81b 1N Cav (I had Co G 81b 1N) 
Co C 2nd TN Cav ................................................................................... 

I need 101DOOOC to giw me the correct birtbdatel on the following 

John Hcmy Kcite!IOG, 1r b 24 Mar 17'J7Greeno1N d Lafayette MO m Sarah DA VIS 
Thomas Keatcnon b 12 Jul 1797GreeneTNdGreene1N m Nancy C JACKSON 

They Ml'C brodMn comdl How did 1bcy get to be born in tDc umo yes 4 D10IUbs 
apart?" . 
•••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 
Robin Bailey ii bolt ofwww.myfamily.com- the Kestcnon family. Contact Robin It: 
LM:2ritc@aol.com to get onto 1bc 1iR or let me know. 

Mary Ellen Smith ii bolt of www.myfamily.com - the BJackwood family. Mary Ellen can 
be rcachcd at mmpwr@cartblinkoct 

Both 1beac Bites arc of interest to my Kcstcnon Rcscarcbc:r and I urge all of y°" to 
contribute your information to bodl of 1hcm. 

•••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 



----------------·-- ---

TIIE KESTERSON CEMETERY allo known as EJan or Robert Hall Cemetcly 
rcacarchcd by Marvin Beatty. 
hUp://www.:tloyd-~.com/induboia/dubois/kcstcrson _ ccm.html 

Located on what used to be 1he Robert Hall farm, not filr ftom Cuzco. Most likely all traces of 
these graves are now gone. Whtn these boys were killed at the Battle of Pmyvillc their mthcr, 
Jonathan Kesterson,joumeyed to PeuyWlie and brought than home to be buried on his faim. 
They both fell in the same volley. Fred Dillard once told me that when .be would walk to CUzco 
fi:om bil house .be would 1-b a short cut Ind pau these graves. He said be did so the moming be 
went to Cuzco to catch the trUn that would take him off to war in WW 1. He said he paused at the 
pvea Ind wondered if the same fide awaited him. 
Kestmon. .AIJied. died Oct 8 1862 at the Bettie of Paryville, KY (husband of Mirtha Beatty) 
Kestmon. Eli2a J. -died Oct 13 1862- 10 mo 22 da (dau. Of Jct. M. Kestmon) 
Kesterson, Samuel - died Oct 8 1862 at the Bettie of Peuyville, KY 

(Chris' Notes) Jonadlan Kestmon wu bom in OH abt 1820 d 27 Apr 11119 0wenmBe, Gillscxl IN and I 
belieYe be must be connected to the Malay Kestmon line. John mmied Miry PAOINTER (Plinter) 19 
Mar 1840 Dubois IN Ind it lpPellS they Jived their lives out in 1hlt area of lndilna. Jorlltbln Ind Mm)' bad 
the following c:hiJdre:n: 
1. .AIJied Kesterson 1838 Dubois IN d 8 Oct 1862 m Martha£ BEA'ITY 13 Sep 1860 in Dubois IN 

A. Gemge w Kestmm b 1861 . 
2. Benjamin Kestmon 1843 Dubois IN d 3 Apr 1862 PerryYille KY 

Benjamin died at Cumbedand Ford. Mustered in NM 21 1861 Co G 49Ch IN 
3. Margaret Kestenon 27 Dec 1844DuboisINd·13 Jan 1918 Mt Cmnel IL m Frederick G 

WEAVER31Jan1880sbemmiedWWALK.£Rafter 1886. 'IbcreWCR two 
WeaVfll dJildren. Abm> WE.A VER 13 Feb 1883 Giblon IN and a daughter. Thtee 
cbildrm born to the Walb:r Mmrilae. W D, Elmer Ind Mary 

4. Samuel Kestmon 1847 Dubois IN d 8 Oct 1862 Perryville KY 
5. Nancy Kesterson 18 Apr 18~ Dubois IN m Junes CLEMENTS - Children were: 

Sai8h. 1boma, Jesse. Mm)' Ind Elia J Cieme:nm 
6. John Kestenoo b 18S2 Dubois IN 
7. Mary Kestmon b 11 Jmt 18S2 Dubois IN 
8. J1111e1 Kesknon b 1854 Dubois IN 
9 George KeslmOn b 27 Oct 161 Dubois IN mMuy NEWMAN 10 Jul 1880 OMnm1le IN 

Geolge - Manball there in 1W4-1896. One son John P b abt 188i 
10. Eli2a Jme K.ePeacn 21 Nov 1861 Duboil IN d 13 Oct 1862 Duboia IN 
11. Gnn& K.eslmcn b 10 Apr 1864 
(Ihn is 1ame more on the dacendlnll - it myone is intaested let me know) .................................................................................. 



This Obit sent in by P J Cowtlnc 
Aibnsas Democ:rat-Gazetle, LiUte R.oclc. Arbnsu, Saturday, July 3, 1999 
Submitted by P J Cowling Jul 3 1999 
DIERKS - Mn. Nina Kcst.enort Cannoo- age 89, a resident ofJ:>iecb. Arlt.. 
died Thursday, July 1, 1999 in the Christus St Michael Healtbalrc Center in 
Texmiama, Texas. She WU born Sept 2.S, 1909, in Provo, Alt. She WIS a 
homemaker and a member of the First Baptist Church in J:Mib. She W1ll preceded in death by her 
husband, H. A·~ Cannon. in 1988. Sbeia survived by time sona - H.J. Cannon of Diem. Ark., 
Weaky Cannoo of Fayettcvillc, Arlt.. Ind Billy F. Cannon of Dier:b. Alt.; two daugbt.m, Loui6e 
.Blackwood ofDielb, Alt., and Euna Faye Ausum ofSeltde, Wllb.; 14 gnndcbildren md a mnnber of 
nieces ml nephews.Funenl semces fur Mn. Cannoo. will be held at 3:30 PM, Saturday, 1uly 3, 1999, in. 
the McHone Chmch with ~- J. T. HiD officiating. Burial will follow in the McHorse Cemetery under the 
~ ofWiltnon Funnl HOOW!. . . 
••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 
Found this in the White Co IL pages cl the US Gen Web reprinted by the Hist. Society 
copyright 1999 by the Canni Times. Poem provided by Janet Armstrong. Appeared in 
the Hughe& & RelatedFamilies Intl. New&letter Dec 1998 

I climbed my family tree and found it was. not worth the climb; 
And so I scampered down, convinced it was a waste d time. 
Some branches ot my tree I found were rotl8n to the core. 
And, all the tr-. was ful d sap and hung wtth nuts galoret 
I used to brag d my kinfolk. before I made the climb, 
But truth compels me not to tell d those not worth a dime. 
And, I beg friends who boast aloud of their ancestors great, 
To climb their family tree and learn ot those who weren't so .straight 
I've learned what family trees are like, I've seen them growing 'round. 
They're like a 'tatar' vine because, the best are underground! 
••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 
Weatti~ Famlly Blble Records Robin Balley: Saturday, July 17, 1999 
I am not sure where this ties in, but on one cl my many tliP9 down to the Loa Angeles Family 
Histofy Center 1 came acroM this mention. 1 tnought rd paa it along. 
On Microfilm: SC#l,S97, 743 Weadae!by Family Bible Records 
It llhowa the following KESTERSON namai: 

Johny KClteiiOii died the- day of April 1804 
Sally Kcstanon.diccl thc Year of our Lord 1804 
room. KcitalOll Wll bom Thunday, 8 day of October in 1hc Year of our Lord 1778. 
JolmKeatenon w• bomMoaday, the 16dlday ofOct.1797 
VD:cny Kcatcnoo WM born on Sunday, the 23 day of Mardi 1800. 
Poly KCltei'lon W11 bom Thunday, the 241h day of Mardi 1802 
Sally KC1Ca1on wa bom on Saturday, the 2S day of Feb. 1804 
•••Notes from Chris: This ii the family bible RCOl'd of Vincent Kestcnom family. It 
gives his siaten and bro1ber John 1hat we already knew about. WHO ia 1bomaa b 8 Oct 
1778. Would Johnny and SaDy be the parcnta of Vincent, Polly, Sally and John? 
Rcmcmbcr how thc story went? The parcntl were suppoec to ~ gone on a trip and 
never retumcd. Open for diacusaionll! Wbail the connccaion to WEA1HERBY? 

•••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 



--~~~~m~umnmumu~~~~~~---------------------

••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 
No one descending ftom John Kesterson Lafayette MO seems to have had the following information yet I 
got it fiom Family 0. Ref www.familyseaxclt.com LDS Records JANEi' L. MCCUMBER 909 N E 
GRANT Hillsboro OR 97124 Submission: AF97100563. I haven't written to her yet so if anyone contacts 
her please Jet me know the results. 
D°""""1111 •f lll1a• s c;,.,,, xouno11 (SI• loa xaunoNMlllbula Jaqua La/"1dU MOj 

GeMl'Olion l 
l. lJLYSSBS S GaANr KEm!uoN b 21 Apt 1868 in Odessa Lafayette MO and d 17 J\Dl 19SO Bmns 
Hamey OR. m DmNo&A EvA GowAN 1 Jan 1896 in Bums Hamey OR d/o ALBERT GoWAN/DmNORA 
PrrceD.. She WIS b 3 Jun 1880 W"mfield Olbome KS d 29 Apt 1913 in Bums Hmw:y OR. 
Children oflJLYUD KBm!UCJN and DlllNmA OOWAN Ire: 

i EMMA W1NP1BLD KJ!lrl1Dt80( b 23 Jm 1899 Ballll Hlmly OR 
d 12 Sep 1973 8mlll Hlmly OR a BADll. 

2.2 ii FANNY MA1111L KBmlUON b 17111 1197 liarm fflmly OR . 
d 22 Sep 1986 FOl'lll Grove W~ OR 

iii. CIRA ICJilrnlUmr b 1!> Jua 1!>00 Bmm. Hlmly OR d 29 Dec 19116 Burm Hamey OR m. JAMES 
Hma.Y OARD 24 Ole 1!>1!> BmDI Hlmly OR b 1!> Oc.t 111915 Lana, fflmly OR d 6 Dec 1971 
Boill. Mam. 

~No.1 
2. FMMY MABllU Klm!UCJNWllS bcm 17 Jul 1897 in BmM, Hamey OR. and died 22 Sep 1986 in Forest · 
Grove, Wuhingtm OR. m C&w.111 ELBA TtmlD M JUn 191' in Bumi, Hlrnly OR, llClll ofF'UNalll 
TolND. end IDA HlJllllMAN. He WIS bom 20 Aug 1893 in Khbvillc. SuDi.vln MO, end died 06 Apt 1967 in 
Burm. Hamey OR. Clnldrm ofFtmy KatmonlChadea Tums . 

i lillrl1I BILL& TUDlll. b.. 18 AJ,K 1!>16, Filldl. Hlmly OR; d. 13 Mly 1!>16, F"llldl. Hlmly OR. 
ii. DollOTHY EVA TUINBI. b.. 12 Mir 1917, BmDI, Hlmly OR; d. 13 Feb 1966, Hat w .. Pool, 

Hlmly OR; m. CUMl HU<B Pll!&BY, 13 May 1935, Baml. fflmly OR; b. 13 Ole 1909, Mmill. 
Klllmd!. OR; d. 18 Mmy 1!>59, Pordmd OR. 

••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 
OBIT KDt Ip by Boblp J(='ema BaQey. 
Wife of Lee Kesterson 1he llo O.L. Katmon llo 11111e8 Oliver Lee KllStmcn. Part of the SeYicr AR. fimlily 
ofWm C & Joeepbine Forester Kestlncn) Cintdlest Marie Kesterson SeMces: Thun., Aug. 27,1998- 9: 30 
L m. Graveside senices will be bad in Oreenlawn Memori81 Pm. 3700 River Blvd, Thursday, August 27. 
1998 It 9; 30 L m. fm Grm:hml Mme Kestmm, 97, who pueecl away Augult 24. 1998 in Balraafidd. 
Father Bob w~ will officide. Ma. Kalman WIS bom Seplember 28, 1890 in Dewey, Oklahoma and 
miided in Kml County fm 65 yem. She Md been. Librarian fbr 3' years. Jut employed with the Kml 
County Libruy. She retired M 1969 and retired in 1989 81 secretmy ftom St Joseph's Church. Gretchen WIS 

a ~_o(St. Joupb'a. the LePm ofMlry and the Caabolic DmJabim, She will be remembered for 
1DlllY tbq,11. one bcir.s tho int wunm teleppher fm 1he Sima Fe RaalrOld. She w Vf:l'J proud of her 
IeCOIPlilim fi'am the Pape b her wed: with the Catholic Church. Gretchemrilljoin her son Lee S. 
Keslman hand grarldlcm Rocky Handy and Brian Lynch. SmvMn include her llClll Dub KeA:non; 
dmJBfdrn Rmlf Lynell oflWlln&ild and Dolores Kjllt of Arizona; dauahferin]aws Berbara Kest.erson of 
Blbn6eJd; 13 gmwlcln'Jchn. 26 ~and fi>ur~ No visilationia 
scheduled We 11e Ill blaeedfor having hid her in our lives and will mila bm deldy. Greenlawn Mortuary 
Funenl Dinlctcn 

OBIT Sept In by Roblp Ke!tnap 
(Dqhter of Gmchen and Lee Kelemon) 
Rmh A Lynch 1926 1998 Orawside senices fur Ruth Lynch will be held Monday, October 5, 1998 at l 0 L 

m. at Hillcrest Memorial Put. Ofliciated by Reverend Father Robert D. Wenzinger of St Josephs Catholic 
Church in Btkmfield Ruth WIS bcm in W"mfield, Kansas. March 24, 1926 and pusedaway in Bakersfidd 
thia put week It her residence. She hM lived in thia area fur 1he Jut 60 yem. Ruth ia SUl'Yived by her 
daughter, Andrea Lynch ofBlkmfield; her son, Michliel Lynch of Oregan; her daughteer in law, Una 
Silne:iml; her brother, William J. Keslmon; and a dearly loved mm in Jaw, Berbara; also four 
gnndcbildren, Iamine, Ira. Erin and Gntcben. There are no visitations scheduled. Hillcrest Memorial Parle 
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Kesterson Family 

I heard from Rom Walker Email: RommWalker@aol.com ·in answer to my question 
about WHO was his Elbert Kesterson Hamilton listed in rootsweb, born 10 Nov 1826 
Marion TN. Elbert was the son of John Hamilton and Margaret Weatherspoon. 
(Suspiciously close to the name Weathersby which caught my atention). Elbert was the 
youngest of 12 children. Rom's source was: Marion Cowity TN, Compendium 
Biography of Winiam E. Hamilton, page 348. Author and date published unknown (after 
1894). This book was located at Whitwell, Marion Co. TN library in 1995. Source: Elbc1t 
Kesterson Hamilton, Family Group Sheet, from Eulene Harris, Manon Co TN. 
" ..... . Elbert K. Hamilton is one of the leading and influential citizens of his community, 
has always taken an active part in local politics, and at different times has efficiently served 
as county and circuit clerk, and justice of the peace. He is now a free-silver Repuhlican, 
and is a member of the Cumberland Presbyterian church. He is a prominent member of 
Altine Lodge, A. F. & A. M., of which he is present master, and several times he has 
represented the local organiz.ation in the grand lodge of the state." 
++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++ 

Cutler's History of the State of Kansas (Received from Robin Bailey) 
From Internet: http://ukanaix.cc.ukans.edu/carrie/hok/woodson/woodson-co-p6.html#PIQUA 
William G. Cutler's History of the State of Kansas WOODSON COUNTY, Part 6 PiQUA. Piqua 
is a village in Neosho Falls Township at the crossing of the St. Louis, Fort Scott & Wichita and 
the Missouri Pacific Railways. It is in a sort the successor of Bramlette, a station about a mile 
below, which was abandoned by the railway after the building of the new east and west road. 
The main street of the village is upon a half section line, the land upon the north being owned by 
George A. Bowlus, of Iola, and that on the south by P. C. T. Buck who used it for farming 
purposes. The town started in the spring of 1882, the store of J. W . Kesterson being the first 
building. Next came the blacksmith shop of John Kipp, and third the residence of Dr. J. 
Beekman. Street & McClure soon afterward erected a store building, which burned November 8, 
1882. A schoolhouse was erected in 1882 at a cost of $1 ,000, and has an attendance of sixteen. 
It is taught by Miss Nannie Stewart. The Methodists have recently organized a society, with 
twenty members, at this point, and completed a church edifice in December, 1882. Services are 
held by the pastor of the church at Neosho Falls. A post office was established in the spring of 
1882, and M. Street appointed Postmaster. The town now has one store, one school , one 
church , one lumber yard and a dozen residences. A hotel building is in the process of erection . 
............ ~········~*············· -;) *********************•******•***************************'***'************** 

So thats about it for now. I haven't been able to do much actual research 
this summer - its been a busy one. See you in No'.'ember .. 

Love to all 

OR,L\ !GE C01Jl\JTV CALIFORNIA 
GENEAL G1~1i SOCIETY 
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PUTNAM CO 

Kesterson Estey Female White age 1dMar2 1893 Limedale book H-2 page 17 
Kesterson John Male White age 87 d Feb 7 1902 Putnam Co book H-6 page 16 
Kesterson Lummie Female White age 14 b MO d Sep 15 1889 Putnamville Bk Hl Pg 226 
Stark Co 
KESTERSON Samuel T Volume 2407 Cert. # 67621 
TIPPECANOE CO 

Kesterson Nellie M. Female White age 31Oct22 1905 
Kesterson Male White age 14Days Aug 6 1898 
Kesterson Melvin E Male White age 8months May 4 1918 
WASHINGTON CO 

d 6 ·)c':. 1 917 

City S-13L 67 
City S-llL 19 
City S-CH-lOL 105 

KESTERSON He len E Volume 1 040 Cert . # 19091 d 24 Mar 1913 3 

*************** * ******** ****** ****** **** ******** ** ~ ***** ** ****kkk*****~ 

The Weatherby Bible presented us with the probability that our Vincent, John. Susan 
(Sarah) and Mary were the actual children listed. NOW there is the following on the net. 
This is from www.gendex.com File 11377 rjgraham@cdsnet.net. Something else to 
chew on for awhile. - Thomas KESTERSON & Tinny TIDWELL. Children: Polly h 24 
Mar 1802 and Sally b 28 Feb 1804 Warren Co GA. - Notes follow - Thomas 
KESTERSON married Nancy FEARS 15 Feb 1806 and Thomas KESTERSON m 
Charlotte LAMKIN 27 Dec 1810. He married Tinny first and it would have to have been 
in 1799 or so - most likely GA. 
Notes from Chris: (me) I have long suspected that the Vincent Kesterson family fell into 
the GA Kestersons because Vincent always maintained he was born in GA. Thomas 
Kesterson was the only one there! It would appear logical to me that Thomas & Tinny 
were the parents of Jolut, Vincent, Susan/Sarah and Mary. We need to find out more 
about Thomas and his 3 wives. Below are the early Kestersons in GA. Calculating the 
probable/possible birthdates for Thomas I come up with something in the vicinity of 1770. 
Looking back at the VA Kestersons of that time period I fowtd ortly one - Thomas 
Kesterson b 17 May 1768 Northumberland VA s/o William and Eli7.aheth BERRY 
KESTERSON .. However - I also find a death date of 14 Feb 1791 which would rule him 
out. Where did this date death come from????? ALSO Of note: There is a Robert 
Kesterson Tidwell in GA born about 1818 who married Nancy Huffstutler. Their children 
were George, Josiah and Landwick Tidwell. 
************************************************************************ 
RKESTERSON 
RKESTERSON 
Thomas KESTERSON 
Thomas KESTERSON 
Thomas. KESTERSON 
Thomas KESTERSON 

1820 Riclunond GA Page 233 (Casterson) 
1824 Richmond GA Tax List (Casterson) 
1804 Oglethorpe GA Tax List 

1806 Chatham GA Tax List Pg 21 
1820 Oglethorpe GA 

1824 Oglethorpe GA 



Kesterson Deaths in :Indiana by County 
ATHENS CO 
KESTERSON Catharine Volllille # 2230 Cert. # 23406 d 
KESTERSON Stillborn VolUille # 1641 Cert. # 26268 d 

KESTERSON Jennie Volume # 1662 Cert. # 31663 d 

CLINTON CO 
Kesterson Escol F W 11 July 30 1909 Jackson Twp. H-23 18 
Kesterson Herny WM W 16/30 May 21 1904 -- -- CH-5 102 
Kesterson Hemy WM W 16/30 May 211904 Frankfort H-21 7 
Kesterson Leslie JM W 1 Sept 3 1916 Jackson Twp. H-24 149 
Kesterson Lulu F W 32 July 30 1909 Jackson Twp. H-23 18 
Kesterson Scott MW 36 July 4 1906 Clinton County H-22 9 
Kesterson Scott V M W 36 July 4 1906 Frankfort CH-5 125 

11 
31 

l 

- Kesterson William HM W 74 Jan 5 1920 Jackson Twp. H-24 293 

DUBOIS CO 

Apr 1917 
May 1915 
J un 19 15 

KESTERSON, Thomas b 25 Feb 1873 d 9 Apr 1901 Buried Burton Cemetery 
Located on the Riley Burton Farm near Hilham IN 

NICHOLSON, Daniel b 1 Jul 1812 d 12 Jun 1889 
Killed by Stepson - Samuel Kesterson. Buried Burton Cemetery 
Daniel had a daughter Mary I b 31 Jan 1885 d 27 Dec 1895 which 
listed her mother as Mary Nicholson. Mary would have bs~n prsvi~ 1• 1 y 

married to a Kesterson if Samuel was her son . 
KESTERSON Infant Son - 8 Oct 1889 - 9 Nov 1889 
SIMMONS Martha E 28 May 1840 - 25 Feb 1923 w/o Alfred Kesters on and 

John W SIMMONS 

GIBSON CO 
Kesterson Johnathan died Saturday Last . Obit dated 4 May 1878 
Keste rs on George Jr 2 Dec 1912 
Kesterosn Grant 20 Apr 1914 

GREENE CO 
KESTERSON Alesey Age 4 Female d Aug 1850 born IL Cong Brain 

MEIGS CO 
KESTERSON Stillborn Volume 2219 Cert. # 20519 
KESTERSON John L Volume 2302 Cert. # 41373 

PAOLI CO 

d 24 Mar 1917 
d 2 1 Jun 1917 

KESTERSON Alex d 1933 age 85 yrs (b 1848) BK 6 Paoli Public Cemetery 
KESTERSON John Ad 1919 55 Years (b 1864) Paoli Public Cemetery 
KESTERSON Louisa M d 1913 Age 19 yrs Bk 2 Paoli Public Cem. 
KESTERSON Lucia J d 1928 79 Years (b 1849) Paoli Pub Cem 



Would you believe it - there is a new book out - Its about a serial killer and a really awful 
type of character - named Arthur Kesterson IV.. I have got to find out why the author 
choose the name Kesterson, also will have to buy the book although the Reviews tell me 
there is not much in the book worthwhile .. 
www.amazon.com The Stalking of Sheilah Quinn by Jeremiah F. Healy $17.4 7 
Number of Reviews: 1 Jim Norman (jnorman@hklaw.com) from Fort Lauderdale, Florida, October 26, 
1998. A Very Different Legal Thriller There's not a trace of John Francis Cuddy in Jeremiah Healy's latest 
work. He has parted company with the Boston PI and has crafted a genuine thriller that uses courtroom 
scenes a backdrop, rather than the main focus. Healy also gambled on a multi-viewpoint style, but pulled it 
off brilliantly. We gain great insight into a wide range of characters, from Sheilah's inherently evil, serial 
killer client,Arthur Kesterson IV, to an obsessed trial judge Roger Hesterfield. All of the characters are real, 
with no stereotypes thrown in gratuitously, as happens so often in genre fiction. The Kesterson character is 
the most easily despised person I've run across in fiction in a long time. I will resist the temptation t0 talk 
about plot specifics, for fear of spoiling a great read for you, but the plot tangles keep coming and keep 
closing in on Sheilah Quinn., criminal defense lawyer. It's enough to discourage you from going to law 
school! Healy does his usual masterful job of dialogue and interesting and quirky minor and supporting 
characters. More than cops and lawyers, we get insight into Sheilah's romantic life. and how she deals with 
the real issues that arise between two members of a professional couple, each of whom has their own 
history. The romance doesn't slow down the plot, but gives us occasional breathers in the roller coaster ride 
!hat is !his plot. Just when you think you know who <li<l what an<l why, Healy pull:; U1e rug out from under 
you. Tins 1s one terrific read. If we're lucky, we'll get a lot more of both John Francis Cuddy and Shetlah 
Quinn. 

*********************************************************************** 
DID YOU KNOW? The Kesterson Surname Distribution is 1inevery1000 people in the 
states of TN and AR. I guess we knew that already didn't we?? Check this site out on 
other names you have: httpJ/www.hamrick.com/names/ 
************************************************************************ 
********************************************************************** 
Theresa Kingsley has found another great website - The War of The Rebellion 
A wonderful place to find information on that Civil War Ancestor that you have in your 
family tree -- Check it out Cornell University has put the ENTIRE "War of the Rebellion" 
on the internet!!! Over 60 volumes!!! It includes scanned images of reports, 
correspondence, seizures of Southern property, etc. sent to the War Dept. during the Civil 
War. It includes both Union and Confederate accotmts. It is in chronological order but 
there is no online index. Many libraries have the index. Find the volume and page number 
for your subject in the index at the library. Go to this website 
httpJ/moa.cit.comell.edu/MONMOA-JOURNALS2/W ARO.html 
•••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 

Found this information but don't quite know which family he belongs to. Don't ask me 
where I found this - I don't remember .. 
Alonza Kesterson b 1856 Pontiac, Oakland MI m Arbell BYERS b 1860. Children were 
Cora Sara Kesterson 28 Jul 1882 d Nov 1953 m Charles Elmer CA ... l\.TTERBURY he was b 
24 Dec 1887 Pomeroy, MclgS OH d 25 Mar 1952 
*************** *************************************** ******** 
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I have recently been corresponding with Elaine Morris who is a Newland/Nulen family 
researcher. It has always been my thought that William Kesterson (22 Sep 1722 Nmbr 
VA had manied one Eliz.abeth Nulen probably in Fauquier VA. William was the son of 
William (8May1701-21May1729) and the grandson of George & Aquilla Kesterson. It 
is also my belief that William (1722) was the "first" William that moved to Fauquier VA 
and was there by 17 48 proven by a land document of 1772 stating that a survey was done 
for William Kesterson April 1748. William (1735) who later moved to Greene TN was 
the "second" William in the area - moWig there about 1760, leaving before 1800. Elaine 
has offered further proof of this marriage in the fonn of a Will left by Daniel Nulen 
(Proven 1785 Shenandoah VA) in which he names his daughter as Eliz.abeth Kesterson. 
The last land transaction in Fauquier VA for William and Elizabeth was 25 Sep 1771 when 
they sold their land and moved to Shenandoah Co VA The following SHenandoah Land 
transaction clearly shows that Eliz.abeth Nulen was the Widow of William. 

Shenandoah County Deed3 
1781 Jan Daniel NEWLAND of Shannandoah Co 182 Acres on N.R. 

Shannandoah adj. Daniel NEWLAND Sr, William KESTERSON, 
Griffith THOMAS 

1787 Sep Auston SPARKS & Elizabeth hi3 wife (late Elizabeth 
KESTERSONN), grant William NULUN rights to farm land being 
her dower of e3tate of former husband, William Kesterson 
Deed. 

**Proves Wm died between Jan 1781 and 27 Jun 1787 when Eliz.remarried** 
If anyone is researching in Shenandoah Co VA and find3 more on 
Wm/ Elizabeth family let me know!! 
••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 
FROM: Dave Kesterson: Hello fellow Kesterson researchers. Here is a list of Kesterson's 
which fought on the Union side and filed with the U.S. government to rcceivc a Civil War 
pension. This list was obtained from flil, fihn# 0541015, US Civil War Pension Index, 
Kerney-Keys. This index is also available from the National Archives as series T288, roll 
#259 Kerney-Keys. If your particular Kesterson is not listed here, that doesn't mean that 
he didn't fight in the war. TheR are ~ reasons why someone would not be listed in 
the pension list, they or their dependents never filed for a pension or they fought on the 
Confederate side Each card listed in the pension index gives the veteran's name, rank, unit, 
and term of service; names of dcpendent(s); the filing date; the application number; the 
certificate number; and the state from which the claim was filed. There are two types of 
records you can obtain: military and pension. The military records you can subsequently 
obtain will generally contain copies of the muster roll cards for the militacy unit, enlistment 
papers and discharge papen. The pension records can reflect the names of children and 
their births, list of siblings, some medical information and birth/death dates for the soldier. 
How to use this data: 
• Sec if your desired research ancestor is in the liat. I included extra details for those 
Kesterson's which I was directly researching. Sony, I didn't have time to get the details for 
every ancestor listed. 
• Obtain the film by ordering it from your local FHt or local National Archives branch. 
• Once the fihn is located, look up the ancestor's record and write down all the data 
associated 'With the record. Especially important are the branch of service and cert. #'s. 
•Next you'll need to obtain a NA1F form 80 from the National Archives. 

------------ - -~· ·• • •••••••••••••••••••••• • •"-•••• • ••0 0 00001>-001oouo11001111Lllll.l lll-Ul.Jll_J_Jl_Jl 
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NATIVE AMERICAN: There is an interesting site on the Internet about various Indian 
Tribes - http://hometown.aol.com/bbbenge/front.html. I've looked at it but I haven't the 
time to pursue the Indian History of the Kestersons because I have found nothing that 
indicates we have any. rm sure that some of our allied families have Indian Heritage and if 
anyone find a solid connection I'll be more than happy to spread the word. The stories run 
through my own family as rm sure they run through yours. Yet no one has any hint or 
direction in finding that heritage. Theresa Kingsley found the previous site and also 
recommends this one. http://www.tngenweb.org/chcrokee_by _blood. Check it out! 
•••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 
Got this little poem from Theresa Kingsley who received it from a friend. A great way to 
leave your message when you visit those cemeteries and find one of your own. 
Dear Ancestor: 
Your tombstone stands among the rest; Neglected and alone 
The name and date are chiseled out, On polished, marbled stone. 
It reaches out to all who care, It is too late to mown. 
You did not know that I exist, You died and I was born. 
Yet each of us are cells of you, In flesh, in blood, in bone. 
Our blood contracts and beats a pulse, Entirely not our own. 
Dear Ancestor, the place you filled, So many years ago 
Spreads out among the ones you left, Who would have loved you so. 
I wonder if you lived and loved, I wonder if you knew 
That someday I would find this spot, And come to visit you. 
•••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 
This was sent to me by newest member Dale Kesterson. If you know who he belongs to 
please let me know .. 
KESTERSON, Arthur Kenneth. Pine Bluff. Radio engineer-inventor; manager and co­
owner with Charles Penix, KCLA, Pine Bluff. Bn, Oct, 1907, Pine Bluff. Son of Robert 
and Oral Pearl Bwm Kesterson. Matern.al grandfather made and patented the first pill­
rollir.g machine. Interwat ill ~~11ce and invention began to roil with this. As schoolboy 
pioneered radio, operating ham station M-S-JXW. Built first two way 
radio system in Southeast Arkansas, KQGT, Jefferson Co. Court House, November 1, 
1939, for police work. Prior to WWil, did prelimiruuy communications work for special 
corps., Pine Bluff; continued as civilian employee during war. With financial backing of 
Dr. C. B. Cape~ partners and staff built KCLA with own hands,1947. Since 
Kesterson designed and built emergency generator, 1952, KCLA never got off air more 
than 3S seconds from power failure. Thil record held through tornadoes, other 
emergencies when station facilities aid relief agencies and supply uninterrupted news 
coverage. Subsequent contributions to radio engineering include man improvements in 
console design, notably the square peg type nonslip capstan for turntable speed reducer, 
adopted by manufacturer in present models. Devoted two years engineering for audio 
improvements of quality of reproduction. Edu. Pine Bluff HS, attended discontinued 
Judkins Business College, Pinc Bluff. Grad. Government Radio course conducted in LR in 
1936 by Prof. Cordray of ASTC. Mason, Shriner; mem. Bd. Stewards, Lakeside 
Methodist Church. Md. Negie Lee Cape~ June 16, 1934. Two sons, Arthur Gerald, ham 
radio W-5-BHG; and Kenneth Lee. 
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NORTHUMBERLAND COUNTY COURT RECORDS 

1662/63 Mar 12 Nmbr Co Order Book 1652-1665 - THOMAS CASTERSON: 
Servant to Mr William WILDEY is by judgment of this court to 
serve his said master. the term of seven years from his arrival. 

1672 Nov 7 Nmbr Co Orders 1666-1678 - Whereas it appears to this 
court, Mr William WILDEY stands indebted unto THOMAS KESTERSON, 
a cow and calf for his service. It is ordered Mr Wm WILDEY pay 
ye said cow and calfe with corne and cloathes in lieu of his 
service according to custom and costs of suite 

1679 Jun 7 THOMAS KESTERSON on a Tithable List. Pg 5-6 
Colonial Abstracts Series 2 Vol 1, Nmbr A 1678-1713 

1700/l Mar 20 Thomas Webb, Joseph Hoult, Edward Sanders , George 
Crosby, Thomas KESTERSON to app. the estate of Thomas BERRY 
deed being sworn by the next justice and ordered that 
Margaret GILL late Margaret BERRY exx of said deed exhibit an 
inventory 

1708 Jul 21 Pg 227 # 1362 Records of Indentured Servants 

1763 

1786 

Certificates for Land Nmbr VA 1650-1795 by W Preston Haynie 
Judgment is granted Mary DENNIS, late servant of George 
Kesterson for her Corne and Cloathes according to law to ye 
custome of this Country and ordered the said George Kesterson 
pay her the same together with Costs als Ex. OB 1699-1713, 
Part 2.530 

Feb 14 Court ordered that the Church Wardens of St Stephens 
Parrish bind out Sarah Kesterson, Daughter of Wm Kesterson 
deceased OB 1762-66 Part 1,34 

Feb 13 Court ordered that the Church Wardens of St Stephens 
Parrish bind out Sally Popperwell to Elizabeth (Kesterson) 
OLDHAM OB 1786-90, Part 1,9. 

************************************************************************ 

Hope you all have a great holiday season . .. Next issue Feb 1 1999 

Chri s 
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CLEVELAND CO AR (Town of Rison) Obit for husband of Belsora 

KESTERSON d/o Vincent & Dolly G Chandler Kesterson Saline AR 

*This gives us the daughters of Belsora which I didn't have before and who they married. 
December 15, 1904 MR. J. HARRISON Died at his home in Rison, Ark., Tuesday 
morning Dec. 12, 1904 at 3o'clock a.m., Mr. Jesse Harrison, age 66 years l l monts and 
12 days. Hewas a native of Alabama but came with his parents to Arkansas when quite 
aboy, being only ten years of age. His family settled near this place and it was near here 
that he attended school, that he cleared away the forestand did general farm work until 
the beginning of the war between the states. When war was declared he was among the 
early volunteers and he continued in the confederate ranks until he received.a gun shot 
wound in the knee which entitled him for service for nearly a year, as soon as he was 
sufficiently recovered he returned with his musket to the line of battle. He remained in 
the war until the surrender when he returned to his family and to the farm. In 1850 Mr. 
Harrison was married to Miss BalzoraKesterson with whom he lived pleasantly until his 
death. To them were born eight children; seven of whom four boys and three girls, 
Messrs. J.E.,Robert, Joe, and Frank Harrison and Mrs. Dora Crump and Misses Mattie 
and Nolie Harrison, survive him. Mr. Harrison was one of our enterprising citizens. He 
was always anxious to see and assist in any move that would be beneficial to 
neighborhood. Mr. Harrison left the farm because of the injury he sustained in the army. 
Soon after the county seat was located at Toledo he moved there and went into the hotel 
business and remained there until Cotton Belt railroad was built and Rison located and 
then he was among the first to locate here. He was the first to build a substantial house 
where the town now stands and from that day, he was one of the leading citizens of that 
place. Among his public acts he served his people as magistrate and as County Judge. He 
was regularly in the hotel business until a few years ago when he quit for a year on 
account of failing health but he re-entered the business and remained in it until he sold 
out last year to his son, Mr. R.E. Harrison. Mr. Harrison was a Christian as well as a 
moral upright citizen. In 1862 he professed religion and joined the Methodist Church of 
which he was a constant member till his death. Mr.Harrison had been in failing health for 
a year or two and several times lately had beat death's door and while his death is much 
regreted it is not a surprise to those who had known him. In addition to the wife and 
children he has two brothers and two sisters, Daniel and Franklin Harrison and Mrs. E.H. 
Raibom and Mrs. M.C. Harlow, who survive him. They weep over his departure but not 
as those who without hope for he died in the faith and assured his loved ones that he was 
going home to a better world. The funeral was preached by brother Scott after which the 
odd Fellows and Masons in which orders he was an honored member, took charge and 
with befiting ceremoies his remains were laid to rest in the Rison Cemetery. 

************************************************************************** 
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* For details on the exact procedure involved, sec Cindi Howell's excellent guide for 
obtaining Civil War pension records. For further information on this, type the following 
address in your favorite web browser: http://www.oz.net/-cyndihow/pensions.htrn 
.. **In the case of Gross Scruggs Kesterson, the National Archives did not have any 
pension data on file, apparently because of the fact that he served in the Missouri state 
militia. I've subsequently written to the Missouri State Archives department to obtain the 
records from them. If anyone sends for these records please send me copies .. 
Veteran's Name Dependent's Relationship Dependent's Name State Filed 
Service Unit Date Filed Application #'s Certificate #'s 
Benjamin Mother-Mary A. Kesterson 
Charles Ore 
Charles M Mother-Delia Kesterson Ind 
DavidG. Mo 
Derus p. Widow-Martha A Kesterson Ark 
Edward Ohio 
George S. Widow-Sarah A. Kesterson Ks 
Geroge S. Ind 
George W. Calif 
George W. Widow-Mary E. Kesterson W Va 
Gross S. Kate Kesterson Mo S 7 E Mo :MIL S 5 PM E Mo :MIL" "1892 May S 

Invalid 1905 July 10 Widow "1109419 "831441" "840955 "613547" 
Horace 1. Ark 
Hugh Mo 
Ira Bertha H Kesterson W Va 
James R. Widow Maly Kesterson Tenn 
John Widow Sarah E. Kesterson MOo B 50 Mo INF 

"1881 "1914" "434776" "1028286" "506183 "778990" 
John G. Mary A Kesterson W Va IV 3 W Va CAV 

"1886 Oct S 1901 Dec(?) 10" "S86S9S "753286" "432602" "549663" 
John W. Eliza Kesterson Ohio "D4 West Va INF B2 West Va Vet 

INF" "1888 Nov 6 1910 Feb 21" "698046 "936343" 524031 
Joseph D. WidowMinor Margaret Kesterson 
James H Kesterson Mo 
Patrick H Mary Arrington -Tx (I have this one if anyone needs copies) 
Samuel Mo (I have this one if you need copies) 
Samuel Ind 
Sylvester T. Father 
Mother" John Kesterson 
Elizabeth Kesterson" Ind 
Thomas A Widow Eliz.a J. Kesterson Tx 
ThomasJ. Nebr 
William Tenn 
William H. Widow Eily A. Kesterson Ind 
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William H. Widow Phoebe J. Kesterson W Va 
William H Widow.Margeret Keterson Mo "Gl Mo Cav L1 Mo Cav" 

1885 July 9 328723 297686 
William M. West ?la (FLA or ALA?) 

William T. Mo "F T (?) 3 Mo S U Cav 
I 7 Mo SU Cav" 1884 June 15 Invalid 504027 353656 

William T. Mother Adaline V. Kesterson 
•••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 
Angela Meadows (Angela.Meadows3@usdoj.gov) contacted me with some infonnation on 
Hazzard Kesterson. Hazzard was the son of John Kesterson who died in Jefferson OH 
and the brother of Sylvester Welch Kesterson who lived in Anderson TN. Angela has 
made the connection through the help of Verda Lee Wells that Hau.ard apparently moved 
to Anderson TN sometime after 1830 alon with Sylvester. There are so far - no 
documents to support this except for Family knowledge. Hazzard manied Eliubeth 
GRASS 6 Mar 1807 in Augusta VA. The only thing I knew about him was that he had at 
least 9 children which were found on the 1810 Augusta VA, 1820 Buckingham VA, 1830 
Augusta VA Census. I think that some of Hazzards children were: Lcvina Jane who 
manied Ephraim COOPER, Nancy, John b 6 Feb 1818 VA who manied Sarah 
SWEATON, James b 1820 VA m Margaret Lovel:y/Lovcdy Campbell TN 14 Jan 1841 
and Frederick listed below: 

Frederick Kesterson b 1827 Augusta VA m Annie LOVELY d/o James and Susan 
LOVELY. Annie born abt 1828 Anderson TN and died 8 Mar 1900. Their children: 
1. Nicey Jane b 1858 m Robert Murray. Children- Emma, Nanie, Melvina 
2. Lucinda m RF PARROTT 24 Dec 1876 Campbell TN 
3. James Carter b Feb 1852. One son, David Edward Kesterson b 1Jan1890 

David manied Mal)' C HENSLEY. Children, William Floyd, Beulah, Irene, Mary, 
Axilee, Georgia, Mattie and Myraree 

4. Amanda b 25 May 1857 m William MARTIN 3 Sep 1882 Anderson TN 
5. Emstey Jeffiies b 1or22 Sep 1366 m Nancy Elizabeth TAYLOR d/o David C 

TAYLOR and Theresa BAKER. Nancy b 9 Sep 1871. Their children; 
A. Charles Taylor 22Mar1898 Anderson TN - 1 known daughter Verda Lee. 
B. Theresa Annislce b 26Nov18?? she married Samuel W STONEFIPHER. Children 

- Vivien Edith, Gladys, Walter, Leroy, Ovena, Charlotte Faye, Dorothea. 
C. Canie b 13 Nov 1892 
D. Bonnie married Jasper WlilTE in 1919 - Children, Virginia, 1. T., Joanne, 

Charlie John, Clifford, Nonnan, Charles Robert, Lucille 
E. Lewis Emory b 5 Nov 1908 m Mary FOUST IF AUST - Children Betty Jo 

and Margaret Rose 
F. Tressie Blanche b 5 Jan 1901, died as an infant about 1902 
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1902 CADILLAC STOLEN IN WEST KNOXVILLE 
The Knoxville News Sentinet Tuesday Feb 2 1993 

Written by Bob Womack Staff Writer The Article was sent to me by James Kesterson. Winter Haven FL 
and ;i m<:mbC'r l'f thi.' family. Thomas H D Kesterson holds a picture of his missing 1902 Cadillac, which 
wa~ ~tdien . :\ family heirloom among the oldest of its kind. Thomas H Dis the s/o 'Ibomas Otey & Barbara 
lDavis) Kesterson s/o Rcubin Neil & Fanny (Otey) Kesterson who was s/o Reubin & Adaline (Henderson) 
Kesterson s/o David Chadwell & Elizabeth (Lanham) Kesterson , scm of John & Nancy <Chadwell) 
Kesterson of Claiborne TN via VA. We are still working on establishing the parents of John. 

""For more than 90 years, Knoxville has been the home of one of the oldest Cadillacs in existence. But its 
present whereabouts are unknown: owner Thomas H. D. Kesterson reported it stolen last week. Kesterson 
said he kept the car. which was in mint condition, in a garage across the street from his hoome in West 
Knoxville. He discovereci it missing Saturday and said it probably had been stolen a month ago or longer. 
It was the first Cadillac sold south of the Mason-Dixon line. My grandfather (Dr. R.N. Kesterson) bouth 
the Cadillac new in 1902, said Kesterson, a Knoxville developer. It was shipped by rail to Cincinnati in 
1903. and he and my father went up there and drove it back. It took them several weeks because they drove 
through West Virginia and Kentucky to visit friends and family. Kesterson said it was not only the first 
Cadillac sold in the South, it was apparently one of the first ever built Its engine number is 181 He said his 
grandfather, a dentist and developer, operated the car until about 1912. It stayed in the family and was kept 
in rurrning order until about 1924. Kesterson said. After that, it was used ill parades and exhibits. For 
several years, it was on display in the old Cherokee AYlation building at McGhee Tyson Airport. After 
Kesterson sold Cherokee, he brought the car to his home and put it in the garage. He had it restored and 
made operable again in 1984. Although some of the wood veneer has been replaced, the vehicle still has the 
original brass trim and kerosene lamps. It is maroon in color and "about the size of a little buggy", he said. 
'fhe car, which had a one-cylinder engrne and generated six horsepower, listed for about $750 in 1902, 
Kesterson said The listed value on the police report is $1 25,000.00. "I'm not sure what it's worth now. I've 
been offered that for it by a man in Florida, but I'm not sure ['U take it" he said. Kesterson said he has some 
ideas about what happened to his car, but he would not go into detail. He only says he is sure the thief or 
thieves hauled ii away on a trailer and did not drive it. He added that he is sure that whoever took it did not 
do so to try to sell it. "I think we'll find it. There are only a few of those cars left, and everybody knows 
ab0ut this one," Kesterson said. "Nobody can sell it for any big price. The only thing they could do is sell it 
to somebody for a few hundred dollars to somebody who would keep it locked up." He said he will offer a 
reward for information leading to the return of his treasure."" 
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SEVIERJI IO WARD AR!! We are getting some interest in the Blackwood and Kesterson 
Family connection. Anyone with a connection is welcome to share the Blackwood info 
with me as it is a part of the Kesterson line. A new member - Sue Blackwood has the 
following info - needs more. 

The children of William Andrew and Mary Kesterson Blackwood are: 
1. Bethie Blackwood 1897 Dierks AR d 1983 Dequeen AR m Ben AL LEN a preacher 
2. Maiy Blackwood died in infancy 
3. Clarence Blackwood 23 Mar 1900 Dierks AR d May 1967 Pine Bluff AR m Lacy ? 
4. Otis James Blackwood 5 May 1906 Dierks AR d 22 Apr 1976 Arkadelprua AR 

buried in Rose Hill Cemetery Arkadelphia AR m Carrie Eula ROBERTSON 
22 Aug 1924. Canie b 1 l Aug 1904 Alpine AR d 30 Jan 1989 Arkadelphia AR. 
A.Raymond Hutchison Blackwood l 0 Jul 1925 d Dec 1970 Arkadelphia AR 
B. Harold Lee Blackwood 25 Oct 1935 d 20 J\ pr 1984 J\rkadelphia AR never married 
C. Jimmie Blackwood 12 Nov 1939 m Margaret Lee CORUM 24 Jul 1961 and 

divorced Mar 19 / t\ Wichita KS .. Jimmie then married Marilyn Sue LESTER 22 
Jun 1974 Fairborn OH. Jimmies children with his first wife: 
aa. Tracey Laine Blackwood 6 May 1963 Selma AL d 22 Apr 1966 Ft Worth TX 
bb. Brett Clark Blackwood 9 Aug 1964 Ft Worth TX 
cc. Melissa Page Blackwood 21 Jun 1968 Ft Worth TX 

5. Effie Blackwood 1912 Dierks AR d Texarkana AR m Robert STEELE 

\\'hen Mary died William Andrew married a second time to 7? and had 2 more children 

6. Cora Lee Blackwood b abt 1918 d abt 1988 Denton TX m Harold LAMBERT 
7. William Andrew Blackwood, Jr b 4 Oct 1920 d 14 Sep 1992 Lancaster CA m Dorothy 

*********************************************************************************** 
Shirley Smith had a great time when she went to VIRGINIA last swruner. She found St 

Stephens Parrish in Northumberland VA and probably walked on the ground that our 
Kesterson Ancestors walked upon. Shirley says the Church has been kept in good repair. 
She spent a day in Fairfax Co where she found a book on Fauquier VA Cemeteries and 
went to visit one. She took some great pictures but found no new infomtation to report. 
************ *******************************************•••~••********************** 

Sharon BEAN went to Arkansas this past summer. In the Old Piney Cemetery in 
Lockspur, Se"\ier i\R there are two graves that don't match anything I have. rm sure that 
some of you have their history tucked away somewhere. William Olen Kesterson 11 Sep 
1914 d 3 Apr 1984 and his obvious wife Marilyn Faye 14 May 1923 d 21 Mar 1977. If 
anyone has his parents, etc maybe they could send it to me. There are still a lot of the AR 
families that I don't have much on. 
Sharon did take photos if anyone is interested in getting one. Write her at 219 Cherry Ave 
Dumas TX 79029 or Email: ceb@xit.net 
*********************************************************************************** 
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