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. Around the world, but just across town: Finding the Knechtl an

Kostohryz Families of lowa, North Dakota and Minnesora

| was born and bred & Buckeye. My family’s move lrom
Cleveland, Ohic, to Minnesots s 196% was g weeonching
abiick, compiumded by anow deepor than any of s
Puchyes had over sen, b | far a Wiseonsin
sk trip that winies. | pecall my mother asking U | koew
where 1 iwan gomng. | said, you, wa st get oo Highway 12
i o et I halting whisper she sabd, “You mean bo el
ey i e et of Wikeimsint™

T Inuggh abonut the story 1o thinday, Twin o shodk fo be
wet el Clvbcag, st wee thisophil s hoed beft all vy relatives
et i o, Wit s didny knon, and wisaddi't Tind
ot for decades, wiha thod thore was frmily o]l aoound ws and
pant marms fown in Minnesots, Minoesola was hoooe fog 35
veutn. | martied s 100 pernd Halian from Hibbing - quite a
fot fora hall-Cornish, halt-Bahermnn kad from Cligeland,
Dhio Family Memorfes

Bk in Chie, owr home was Family Contral. My mother, the
rrvagenet Al dresy (b tooer hoime aod the gl (hal belid
it togethion, suifoned probabds the greatest initial mama from
the mine. In Oldo, every Chrisimiis, Eastdr, Thankngiving,
Barthday, 4th al fuly, snniversary and even some Salirdays
the extended family would spend the day with us.

As o yuungster | loved these gatherings especinlly those
wiih the Hohoman mde of owr fomily, Yy Bohomion
gminidmviithir, s lived with s midest of o Wi voold et
raril |y burppey aend esliinil | sl bnar hee vim Ll Bighidshiomno
party fine, speakisg in Ceecty Ther some of my favarite
fouds were being propared - kedliky (potate durmpiimmsd,
goli frmotkrout) and i) pork. IV wis espetlally lucky, the
kreedifley ol be pilled with o pesch wlee. Pyen my falisn
wildes graw 1o Jowe the (ipod and Crech fanfare so mech that on
o teand cRisp et day nhe et ke kredliy
fuc her? B ooy onoe i petate: Soas that da, 1 Sondly
iettnllied thimie femily paikerines
Searching for Bohemian Rools
Mow Fst-lorwan] forty-plus vears and join me o 3
ponealogint digging deeply for ks Bobemian roots. |
renisarched my malerndl Hohemian ancestry (primary
wpprsamees oif Wicho and Boechtl) for severs! yvars | g
gt Wity hidedly any Iformathon at all, not even i Bioeme
il for the Vichas, bt | wats plensed with how far | had
comie. I the sarly wtiges. | apent most of my tioke finding
oy sl villages of Milevekos sndd Rata|e, Pobirmin —a
rennurch story that bk i Shore, the journal of the National
Caech ansd Slinvak Misedm il Libeary '

As genealryists and family hisso nans, we know that we don't
worke ih o vocuuem, Whilis we bl sway, bn solitide, these are
abwarys tamnily or friend e here rondy o limd a hand. Sach
wis the case whim | ncsived a8 emil from e good rend n
The Netherlards. Peter Koeghel. Pelor has been warkiing on

the Knecht! famihy for decades. Ha has writhon boolks an the

By Scott Phillips.
familiy tre, arvd furs @ weealth of dati, Knossledge 2 boaacts
His emnil described @ dead end in his neseinch. He had
encounteind 3 Frantisek Kaechil, borm abous T35 in Belwrrla
Frantamek had possably Hved ln Cleveland! Lidgerwood, North
Diehetn, Peotivip, bowd ondiy S Pal Minnesots His
question wase “1s this Frantivet Knecht] youn”

I drve cight by partly Becaume T oun't oesest 4 geoealogical
rymhery, bid mostly bocause Pibier 5 0 gerealogy friend
prl “a friend in meed &= o fend imdend " 1 hed several
Fraptisek Knechils in my Grmily tree, bal for ore | kad 0o
informatson bayood his parish birih record {mm Bobemia.*
This shorteonning wis resolved with the help of nutomatic
nimindirs on my Outlook calendas o moview nme additions
by my tree om MyHeéritags com af regular intervinl.

Finding Frantisek

Might the stroy Frantised Knechirl in m tree e the Frantisek
that Veter. had tracked throagh the Upper MidwestT As

(b, iy soaich atarted with a plan and a budget. | balld

# plan that addresves the basic nows reporting questions
whi? what? when® where? and win? | know | robably
would beed e beead, in-cotinimy Belp Unhtses §wih the
lsttery, enabling e o et off to the Czovh Repubilic, T need
& pealistic budgel, In adidition 1o the usual expenses for
Intnrne) databases and docenenis, | might need help from
remeathers in pther statis and in the Crech Republic.

! began with a revlinw Gf all b indormation Lhasd previoady
gathennd ua the Kanckt family,

As | sifted through more than a hall doeen Prantlsedk andior
Frank Knechitls inot to mention the multiple peematitions
ol the spelling of Knechtl) | began to think thine sctually
wis & chance thad thin unknbwn Frantisek ooild be
Frantisek Sephinus Krechil, barn abisgl 13 death date
urknown, Frantisek Seraphins was my first coustn fuu
P Fernmad. g0 B was @ very pneiring possBiiy. From
ceneus peciivds and othier documentabion, | s thae this
might be the Frantinek Knechil and family who Dyved in
Prolaein® S8 P ] ® and L W * ] ke aaf g1 dapuily
in these plares. 1 kpaw little about theso communitien; they
hud mi=ers boen pact of bamily dimcussiins on logemds

Ml Best g wuis 10 bacak [y iy adadeess book fot the “hene ™
living relative to ask for help. My cousim, Barboea Kmechtl (=
thi Crench Rerpobli, anad | bad found each othes pnlipe some
years eatlier in thw course of nur research ino the Enechil
pitemilies tr Bedemis and Claveland. b wans vons]moch Labe
that wo discomed That s ore rofated, Solther Barbor noe
| knew anvihing shout Frantisek bevand the infurmaticn
from hin haptismal receed: his parents Matey Koochil and
Mdierle A Meejedly Koechil, R Blidh Aagosk 5, 1834, and
hiz home willage, Pooe Praha-mapad Dobrmia. However,
) Bsably el thdn il b thie corviack Frontisek
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A iest step was to conmult Leo Bacas nine-valume series,
5:-_-!: Irmwm Passemper Lints. There bt Violume VTIT was

FIUCNE entry of Frandisek Knechtisl |wic), ascompanied
by his wife, Catha, anif-danghien Barba, Marla, Ap;:uun
and Anna® [ got the shivers an Erend (1, I could have been
anather dead ond, but there was noenething abott this
fumilly that seemed promistag.

Many recards fruom the eight sechive districs ki the Caech
Reptablic had been indewed, catatogued and mady avatlable
o the Intermed, but the teecrds for the parish of Proha-
sapad had not been ™ Bocamin my willingriess b ask for
Evom from [amibe eilends pnly o far | asker] Harbom to
revemmend a nesearcher in the Crech Republic. David
Kahrid gt the call and served s wel] ™
He guickty confirmed thit Frantisek Seraphintis was indoed
the son of Matej Knechil snd Marie mm&.ﬂy Enechl
Eravid alsa sent e imugies of Featitfiek s matriage recond, as
well as birth reconds for his children. The dectmes beamed
aff thet screen’ there was thee nama of Katharine Hirril on the
tarrage cenificate for Frantisck und the names of Anna
#'rllmm hhﬂnnndmfumn#:‘:mdnu o the hirth tecomde
R STeTOne On ‘Baca's pawsmizer i ] Hr
Thhink “ecstatic” is mone Like (¥ i s e
After | had emailed the pews i Petes anid while | was
dalng my Happy Genealogical Historian Danes, | reibized
:h-‘l;; L:rlru:ﬁ:t:l‘up w:::d be et difficult. & seaech for the
Fall ¢l feot onvmdrried women. Notan tank, but th
sdrenaline was not 1o be denfed: J"H.I'qu‘dm t:mr ITIIT.;-
nevdy discovered Bamity members.
Following Frantisek and Family
The next step. on my Go-To-Let wis  datobuses 0t
FamilvSearch.ong and Ancesteycom. They polnted me to the
Upper Midwest. Awarr now thal. the family had ommigratisd
frinm Bobemls in July 1875, | starmed with the TR0 U,
Cendos. Hiviong landed ot Walimore, Frongisel's fundy
mrisder ls wiry bo the farmlands of Winneshlk County, lowa
There in the Censun wore “Frank and Kate Knethie™ [sie)
| wees happy b fined therm, but disappointed thal thesr gins
weren 't bzt '
The onky: thirgg T eonbd chank o do pe wies 10 piow (oo
with “Frank and Kare” This & when 1iell in love with state
rrrislgen, oostimonly: koo 10 yems ending i 5. The lewa
Crmuses of 1885 ol 1995 mickly bracbet the motrmosly
absomt 1800 U5, i The 125 lowis Census 53 npecial
treal becasse b askesd for parenty’ tirnms, ages, birth places
and siaklen nmes. Same kind fowa soul was thinking of us
gemam gy b when sl o b eraflind that 1425 owa crnman,

Ll b 19000, 1 ommaled v mos gy oof L oo fermandes offapringg
Theimmi, im thie 1905 linwa Centiis, |8 looked asf Frank had a
newe willef, Elleabeth, whoaidsnd toms confusim by gkng os
Limeie ab e Then ko thae 1920 O, 1faund Frank amd
Hlizat=th in Lidgereeod, Norlh Dhikita. Then, h the 1935
Wonth Dakiots Sty Cenwun, Frank was one. Howesor, 1
fonirs] EllzabehiLlezie I jhe 1990 115 Cepmils bach n
Meativin in Winnesfiek County, Jeiwie Sl was Bving with

e e e LT A T T T
1

& daughter, Emma - not g name | was enpicting, Pech
nbiat was Flizaboth's diaghter from an -u:li-rrmnﬂiﬂ-_m b

Murringe License a) Certificate,
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Kaatiirge-Kimeebdd merriippe Lo, Ranitiaty Counhe. Mrmesta, 105)
Sy, there | wan in {930, realiring that | needed o get inio
the rion- digrtizod moonds and Begin lota ke some caloutaled
chancia. These wotld be based on best guess hunches.
Hunches can be dangevous, but samefimes they pay off.
My foit govss Prantiidlc dind while b waz in o near
Lidgerwood, and hin widow moved Bock b (omily in
e, Bt Socth Diakonta Departeent of Heolths eanily
pelirchinbie froe Pubilee Death Tndes " U onind onby one Knechtl
and ondernd his death mecosd. Thin | began to foak for the
local nevwispapets surninmding Ldgerwond. Afier speaking
Wit @ repartes b the sioosssor to Thr Lidgerwood honio,
| fouind s histoske aeckiive at the State Flistisieal Socety of
dorth Dhtkota It ondy tonk one call ansd o moat” hefpdal
inrchiviet bigan searchirg firr an obstunry for Frantisel

My stcond guiss: Franbisek's e sife. Kathatine and
his sevond wite, Elizabeth/Lizzy, might have died In the
Trotivin, bown, area. |t didn't takie long o fnd the website
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uf Prothvin's Crech Herttage Partmership ' 11 lisd mre to some
truly Enowledgonkdo valintoans whoss Bamilies hanr fved
in ibve historie Crech communities of Pratocin, Spillviile
arnd Lirtle Tarkey Croeek. ! conperied Wil Gami Xoraarih
und B Samee, who promiscd copies of plituarim, nrssanch
aiud & eosntact it the maein cemsbery b o

Kot rovid K el rrmmestone, Bl Trintiy Cesrry, Primooan
f=rem

Thirm came the roally hand part: walting: Whils walting,
| studiod the history of the Lilgerwood amd Protivin
dress and disoendd o mane windetlul s
Crie win a history of Protivin, The Pretivin Comrmamity
Fust sl Presemn™ The other was i aniiversary boddk
tifled Lidperpond - Yedrrday, Todey & Temprree ™ These
booka ave dhock (ull of sumarnes and family histored. |
alaes learned of the wilkjoe Boberrilis grove mackess called
Anideras Croiss, ™

MOV Sganfers. Pratim, v

Then it happened! The fime nogpet, from the Historioal
Sucioty of North Dakota, was an obiuary tor Fruntissh
Kl _'|,|rs1.'|.'||.|i'nr|!.' Fn:lhlmhrﬂ of page 1 of the
Ladgrrwood  Momitor™ I identtfied  Framilsek's  dfour
ilghters, with thielr married names. Additional sviderice
came bn varkogs forme Bom Nocth Dakoto and  bowea ™ A
whondnrful visuntos in Lidgetwiod even tramped thie local
cemaotery n 95+ plus degree weather and sent me photos of
the gravesione of Frantisek Knechil

— —

Bartisel Kvechil graasitone [ ddyer skl Mo bl Ehpderin




Mininesots Fa Krechtl Family

o | ould begin tracing the four Knechitl daimghien. As
ek would have It 1 began with the oldost daugghier,
Rarbora. She manied Vojivech Panosh s remained In
Prodivin, Nest in lne was Mavle who manied Willlam
Ruzicka in Frotvin, moved f Nerth Dakota, fien on to
Yokim, Ollahoini. 4 communiey know (o this day 25 The
Caech Capitol af Okishorma. The vest davghviern, Antoini,
alsostaved in Protivie after marying Facob Malek. Finally
Pbegun work nn the youngest, Ar, whe, accrieding to the
ohitusry, hud married Anthosy F Kestahrye.

luist 2s T was nealdy vo dig ito Anna and Anthoy, | recefyed
i marvolous manils enveloipe i the mall. low-dreppingly
thick: Ir carmt from the Canadian County Genealogy
Society in Oklphoma” A volurieer researcher, Jean, had
g b and beyond the call o tiry, kocating o Hving
Ruzicha deéscenidant whio allowed Jean o copy pholos and
docaiimerits from family dlbomes and send them ano o me
Thisne wiss evien 4 picture of Anna Keechil Kostohrve and
the otation that she had married in St Paul Minnesota;
The miarriage certificate confinmed Anna and Anthony's
martiage & 5. Paul in 18915 | was back on my hame
Minnesola tuivdra!

Lavon disecwered that the Knechil family had stayed sight.
i, even Thingeh thisy had dispersed acroes Towa, Marth

[ wm eespaciilly gratedul o foan for her suparatio ssistanee
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Dakota, Oklshéma, and Mirnesota How nke of Midne .
vl Mars. bwo of the Rusicka daughiers, to visie Aunt Anina o

Kontebirye in St Paul st the tive the 1900 U S Consis ®
Thank yi very misch for that trip gids

Soan Tway awash i Minmesots (nforemation. [ discondned
that Anna and Antheny hind at least foe children and will
over Z5 grandchildren. Betore | knew i, Thad forsaken my
grnealopy and history didabuses and mosesd on o Gonglle
o fook for real-time information. Kestohryaes were specad
all oveer Mlnsussots, s, 20 4t furms out, whien we were Fiving
in the Twin Cities s wern merrounded by family, but didnt
beriw i1, Now we hove mure than 85 Hml.lﬁq-.: family
b m our e i deam fnem and st

Tocip oif eversthing. | im in regular contoct with severl
of my Kestithtys counms on Faocbook and emuil and
having & winderful time catching up on all that hals been
happening bor the past 124 years!

As atways, cortain people  deserve special thanks for
helping me with ey research, My most important “thank
o™ e fo mw wrke, Mary Kay. wehiis a terrific odibor and
whi albsvn mie b pure my gencdlogy pasalan. | alse owe
specinl thanks: o Bruoe Lymn for his help in Lidgerwood
In Prabivin, | thank the volunieers of the Crech Herilajge
Tartawrship and in Yulon,
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