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THE KULL FAMILY HISTORY

allerwing account concerns my great-great-grandfather, JOHN MICHAEL KULL, and his life

wiimg with his emigration from Germeany o the Unlied States.
Willard .~ BHl" Reveve

FOREWORD
-
The KULL farmily history on the following five pages has boen taken from an anfinished rough dmft
s being worked an by HELEN KULL, & duughter of CHARLES JULIUS KULL und granddaughce
HN M. KULL, in the last fow yean before her denth in 1969,

She, in turn, had evidendy bassd much of her work on material written enrlier by IRVING
IARD KULL, & couain, who was a prefossor of history st Rutgen: University snd very mmch
sted in his KULL ancestry and the history of the family,

In rewriting this history | have dowe some editing, making s few comeetions, reworking the reference
, and mdding the names of all te JOHN MICHAEL KULL s children. HELEN KULL"S notes indicate
he planned 1o add more about JOHN"s brother, ANDREW W, KULL, his land purchase, his hame and

age.

We do know that he wies born in | 808 in Warttomberg nd died in 1585 and that he was burled in
Hill Cemeicry, Lake Geneva, Wisconsin. He mamied GERTRUDE PFROMMER, born in 1806 o
g, Wonemberg, died | 872 and buried also in Onk Hill Cemesery. They had no children of their own
Jopled JOHN's son, ANDREW C., whiso own mother, CYNTHLA, died when he was n infint,

KENNETH J. REEVE
Brown Caoy, Indiana 1980
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JOHM MITHAHL KULL, son of JOHN MICHAEL EULL (mother™s name pot now known), wis bom in
tr, Wirtiemberg, Germany, Novermber 15, 1814, His fimily wes poor. His maother biad diod and his father had
oo npmin. ‘When JOHM was sivteen his father afso died, Thene were other children in the family - ARMDREW, who
i yewr older, and DAVILD, who v vounger. Thers were sl half or step-siblings. Amﬂlgnm:m:t.
hr;ndllﬂ-mnﬂw1ﬂmiwmm¢A1ﬂmﬁﬂ'mdﬂTTM1 The origm of the family
e

Chy April 15, 1833, JOFN MICHAEL E1JLL v fasood a passport in MNeussboerg, Schwnrtsuiuld Disteict, by
fiogr of the Kmng af Wurtlemberg. His oocapntion was lsied as having o do with mess. A deseription of his
n i included and & notation that he was not froe from military obligstion. £ The rouse that he was to fravel through
crima stabey W Bremnen was indicaied. 19 5 b0 oobed that from Siutigsrl, capitel of Wartismberg, to Broman s
aimately 150 wirline miles, 10 be travelled, presiamhly, on foor

JOHIH MBCHAEL KULL"s brothers, DAYID and ANDREW, eccompanied bim on the vovage.  Brother
REW had lent hio the money for the trip 10 Amersca. Later, when be o lest recejved o small inhoritance from
Uher s esitute, b reummed i (o his sepmother, who wis in straitened ciroumstances. The three brothers lefi Bremen
sex on o vowige which lurmed oot o be 8 long and stormy ons. On reaching part, however, thiry scem o have found
Tienlty in securing employment. Factaries aperated by wiler power were being built snd there wasa strong demand
mchitse-made poods and men i0 jwodice ihen. JOHN MICHAPL KIFLL worked fora o m i pumsmith, then
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fit abosuil. fowir wears in the woslen mills of Massachoscits.

About 1837 of 1838 the KULL brothers joinesd the gread theony af immijgnts pressing weatward. The ppening
il e Erie Cammal (Clidim’s By Dich) joave cany sicoess 1o presape o the Grent Liskes. Bouts trrveled of about fiur
il per hioier w1 8 cost in patto of one-tall com por mile. Mesky, borile and other charges were mdm. Abde bodied
young men were given the opparimity in pay for their passage by occashnal forays asbore 1o fell trees and propare
wood foe the engmes. Wee can msume that the KLILL brothers chose this sliemative in onder io conserve thair med-won
eamings. When Michigan wss reched, DAVID, conceivably irked by the slow pregress and miervals of woosd
chopping. insisted on emaiining there. Expontulations wors unaveiling so ANDEEW and JOHN MICHAEL went on,
leaving DANID behind, They mever smw him agndn

Henching [knols, they warked on the 1Tinoks and Michigin Canal, which had been begin in | 838 to connest
Chizago with the THinois and Misissippi Fiver sywiem, In later yesrs N MICHAEL told graphic stories of il
Lhonarytwoad. Fairs eelebeated by the Irisd Ishorers on puaydsys

The date of the brothers arrival in Wisoinain i ancertain. Thers sesins to hivve been an explomtory trip about
1539 on which they selected land they would likz to own, 1t is evident that they rocognired the good clay soil upon
whtich maphen end oaks Mourish. 1 i dowbtfisl whetler any foom)

2

mmhuhlhbﬂmlﬂmllhim Records of the old Milwinkes Land Offive may show. Enrly in the
spring of 1840 they retumed, grided through the woods by 0 small compass. 3 Calculstions rmast have boen made mos
carefilly, for their route ook them back o the plses thiy hsd previously ngreed upon, Iner 1o become the ANTREW
KULL farm in Morth Bloomficld, Walworth County, Wisconsin, JOHN MICHAEL EULL chone land o few miles 1o
the smahwest. Both must have been mvwardly rejolced st finding for tsemselves @ seftled, though difficult, way of Hilz

in & fukr country

The first quarter section of JOHN MICHAEL"s farm wis bought directly from ihe Unflod Stutes government,
thiz gerint bieing slgned on March 25, 1841, by President Willinm Henry Harrison, nine days before his death. The
second paroel was putchasid seven sears Inber, Feesbdend James A Polk slgniig: the gramd om Febeaary 1, 1R,
upprocmmely four months bofore Whconiin Terliony emered the Union s o soied

Befote the purchass ol the kand, oo Janary 8, 1841, JOHN MICHAEL KULL mumied CYMTHIA SLAFTER.
She bl beeri bamm May 24, 1824, the daoghier of CALVIN and JERUSHA SLAFTER of Coba, Mew Yorke  JOHN
and CYNTHELA Tived inon lithe bog cobn to the cast of the brick house Buill ater, Their first child, MARGARET
ELIZABETH, was ban Movember L6 1842 Thele second chil, ANDREW CHRISTOFHER, whs botm April 12,
VR4S, CYNTHILA diexd Augint 14, TRAS, nt e age of tworiy-one vears, leaving 2 desghier e than three yeors ok and
& fon ol oaly feir manths, ANDREW was tiken b rear by his uncle ANDREW aind his wile, GERTRUDE
PRROMMER, of Stutigart, Germany, He bocame known ss ANDREW, Jr_ and evesiually was mads their beir.

Adrwert twer yimrs after the denth of CYNTHLA, JOATN MICHAEL, hrsrmig of & petsomable young wissmm
liwinge et o frmi e Burbington, taveled over with his oo o mest her. On Jusie &, 1847, he and MARCGARET ANK
RUNKEEL were murried and be browught ber and her linle French trumk® back (o the Titie fog cabin whene be and
CYRTHIA bad lived. MARGARET ANN wis borm July 18, 1525 o Grilahedon, HeseDwmatad, tet e fromn
Himpen on the Hhing, She cume i the Linited States with her parents, JOHN K and AGNES RUNKEL, ind presumsbiy
an uncle ANTHONY (7), who had boen with the French wrmy which had inviaded Bussia § A nhece, CHRISTINE
RUNKEL, nter KIMBALL, nlio scoms to have come with this gooup,

MARGARET ANN, uge twenty-two wi the time of her mammiage, underiook the eare of lille MARGARET
ELIFABETH. Her first child was ANTHOMY, born March 300 {845 After his socond marrise, probably the st
diffieult part of JOHN MICHAELs life: tay before him - days full of toil and handship Land hod 1o be clewred, wells
diugg, shieliers and rail fences buil for the lvesiock. He and neighbon helped with the construction of roids whers mere
rrails hind heen
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Nine years afler he mamied MARGARET ANKN, e haibed by o tesm from Eenosha (thiry miles over the
1 ronds of the time) eoogh cream-colored handmade brocks 1o build 1 commedioas md firmby buill house. The
e Bk, pemfroed by hamd-bew oak besmg keyed togeiher by woodin spikes, and landmnde square nails. it
0 merorg wd sty foday, over s bundned years ald, an excelient exnmple of plopser architectune.

JOHN MICHAEL KULL planted two orchards and » narsery of choice: fruic troes - several varicties esch of
i?;ﬂﬂﬂhﬂ.phmuﬂwh
1
u of supertor quality mod mich diveriity. Al these werp procured from Mew York and used (o prodkios scioss for
‘perthers. It hns teen said that i its prime it was the oldast and best nuesery in the state. There were also an umsus|
tmment of sl froil - goosebermion, resphermiow, curmama and hisckberrie.

The children were well and suitably clothed and there wis shways an shundance of good Food, Indeed s 1l
£ forrrd provided the fumily & that aorly doy b ooemg. Honey, fruit, vegrmhles (inchading the only anparagis
1l in the commumnity), dmry prodoots, poultry and other mests. stone-promed corm snd whest - essefinlly. more
exeenie: murtirfhiment than can he procured today

JOHN and MARGARET ANN KULL had ¢leven ehildren born between 1848 and 1870; ANTHONY ).,
AN MARIA, AGNES ADELIA, CHARLES JULILS, EDWIN ORLANDO, PHILIP HENRY, BOSALLA ANN,
N WILLIAM, GERTRUDE ATLANTA, FRANK 5., and [REWE All lived to resch maturity snd marmy except
HONY L, who divd ot age twenty years,

Wiih German regard for lesrmneng, the education of thelr children wna # moter of inlense coancem 10
HGARET dnd FOHN. Under thedr muther's direction the girls bocame sueellent hinmelsepers and superior oopls.
0y hielped with houschold tasks as youngstas and ae they grew obier scquired the diverse skills fsrmers on the
fer were compelied 1o mester. Since Johnny A ppledond had ended his offort 1o start occhands by seattering seed
i penermtion before, one accomplinhment should be specially notind. Al of the KULL boys hocamo axport in
e of mpeple ireen. Their Tather s i it thal. they imdersiood cultivating, fertilizing. grafiing, and beeoding sppl=

Asade fron the training the children received ot home, MARCGARET snd BIHN made o grest offint fo give
the opportunity to obtuin all of the formal educstion then wvuilable, jn that respect far surpassing e
mpiishments of their neighbors. ANTHONY etiended the Institise for the Deaf at Delavan, Wiseorsin und lnter,
ety Universioy in Washington, 100 CHARLES mivenhed e ke Cenevn High School, milking gow esch
ing before starting oo, and walking buck and forth.  MARGARET, ANDREW, SUSAN and AGNES wore
et I Miiss Maidy's Seleer School in Lake Genevs, GERTRUDE, IRENE snd FRRANK nttended the Whitewsper
mal Schairl (now n aniversity), and EDWTN was o studsnt mt Wheston Collige m [mon Infrmation on the other
b oot merw wymilabibe ot the recoed ws i stands §s most remarkodble for o dey when necessity reguired te yousg
min be provided with fucl and food from home.

JOHN MICHAEL KULL helpod with the organisation of o church, the members of which met in the
tlhouse at the edge of the farm. When in 1852 the chierch win formaflv sstablished in Grnoa, e wan one of the
e momber, contributing peerousty it bailding sod meinumence, Above all, bis own behaor establishod o
ntandand He set s good exampie for ki boys. There was no drinking or smoking; profanily snd ndecent sinries
rmever heard in his hoase.

Hire life wis shortened and his last monlhs saddened by o tragedy. Hee had been hirmssed by yomng hoodhms
£ nelghborhood wise moke hiz apples, uprooted young trocd, sod overturnéd hls boehiven. One such growp, kaving
&4}
1y where biscuits were bo be served, decided thid hondy wid seoded for the biscaiin.  Wha had  honey . bt
LT Forthwith they went i get It, and were making off with one or more of the hives when he was aroused,
ther o nod he gave n warning shoul in not clear, bui Bie shot, wounding ong boy in the srm, The boy"s aom s
el m & comequence. When e matier came b cou he was fined one thausind dellar. Wirrled over the loss
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of what was a large sum af nwney & his sdvacing years, snd distressed by the injury done the boy, be failed mpidly.
dying July 11, 1381, at the age of shity-seven year. MARGARET ANN died December 5, 1391, Bath were baried
fas Wi Flsoeni fledd Comptery, sbout tuo eniles south of the obd fhrm. Also buried ihore is their son ANTHONY J. KULL
JOMN and First wife CYNTHIA's doughter, MARGARET ELIZARETH, wife of EDWIN ROSE FRISBIE HART,

s buried there m well She disd Sept7, 1877, uge thirty-five yeurs, in Chicago

Originally buried in Bloomfield Cemetory, but Inter reinterred in the Ok Hill Cometery in Lake Genevr by
ANDREW KULL, Ir. (eldest non of JOHN MICHAEL KULL), wore hin own mother, CYNTHIA SLAFTER KULL,
his four veur old son, HENRY ANDREW KULL, and his sdoptive parentn, ANDREW M. und GERTRUDE
PFROMMER KULL.

REFEREMCE MOTES:

L. The ewrfy history of the KLULL fanily offer e opportunity for redesrch in Genmany. [RVING 5. KLULL, grandson
el JOFTM MICHAFL UL, Foumd semne pidhbhibned infirrmmtion sn the erigin of the Tmily i Worttemberg, and o.oual
of g of the family, The heod of the houns seema to have feen bom in Castle Soetpart. TRYTHG saicd thar all of the
KULLS that he hadd mee in America - in Ohio gnd New Jersey - seem 1o hive come from Stuttpnrt. He found the
fnllowing infurmstion in the genealogical 1Ty al Bustgen University: “NIKLAS KULL was imighted by Kaiser
Fertfimmnd 11 i Vienna, Jaly 34, 1678, He wis the supervisor of the sall woria a1 the Cantle Stutigart, Mev. 5, 16357
‘Mr. Monetie, goneslogist st Rutpers, linted NTKILAS an the foander of the family. In regand to the knighting of NIKLAS
KLNL, Ferdinmmsd 11 bmd begum thie Thirry Yesrs War bn 1618, ten vears before this coremorry, reanlved o win baok
Clermnny o the Cutholic faith. v 1628 e had overthuoown the Danish king, conguered the Pulitinate, und seemad an
his way 1o master Gemany. Unquestionably he needed sall wa o mest prescrvative for bis amy.  Sicbmacher”s
Wugmpenbuc, Vol VI, 2.& 3, pg. 219, Plaie 121, jives s deseription of te KULL coat of arma: Cn o large shiold.
maermald or $hren, with fishtail revisting behind her to the right, bair Dying, holding & crown in her right hasd; sbove,
prowmod helve; of top, snother menmaid with two fishinils, holdmg them with ber two oulsreiched hande. Colored
fex] nnd whiin.

2 In 1968 JOFIN MICHAEL KULL's oviginnl passport was i the care of JERRY KULL, son of EDWIN O, KUILL .

3. HELENM E. KULL voted i 1969 Gt she b the old miniaiire compass in her possession.  She snid thnt i was
umsprestinnably of Chinese arigm, made of brass, elabormtely decorated, and with a chip of green jade, simulating a leaf,
attachied by 1 wire koop through which a cord could be threaded. Since the clipper ships were then saifing, it is probuble
thmt it wnes porchased from & sdlor,

(Page )

A, HELEN B RULL moted in 1969 that JORN MICHAEL KULL"s orijinal land grants were in her possession al. i
time

5. HELEN E- KULL made these notes conceming MARGARET ANN RUNKEL's “Little French brunk”™, This miic
has intrinsic isterest. 1t is a keyhole ounk, covered with suede beuther, anos arenm-colored, now darkened with age
Tt i3 strongly made, fotified with wooden braces capped with boos and with strips ol metil, The leather sirapa, pow
Faller ail, were decomisd with pyrogmphic desigms.  The escuichenn has & traced desijm, and the key is hond made
When I triod to have i duplicsted | was wid it would cost imore, as ongisally made, thae one of similer sizo made by
achinery, of 24 kamns gold. The tnapk originelly had s tray, mow Mg gone. A eloied compmitment was made of the:
top, o on the buse of tis & 8 picture indicstive of the time, . Some childoen are playing iround & pool or fountin in
& park, with a palsce in tie backgrownd, There are soveral children, o msenmid i whesling some fwins in 3 carriage,
& little girl & plaving with a dog, two others oee feeding fiuh in the pool and five litte boya with ministure crosshows
e shootng al & bind Muttenng shove them, held by 2 string tied (o its legs. Where was the SCA T

6. This unicle, returning bome from 8 vislw MARGARET op an estremely cold night, fell s 5 stesm in e dorkness
nd dind of exposurs, & srange end for oo who Tud sucvived ihe Tigors of the Rastim camgsign,

ail=
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VICHAEL KULL (son of JOHN MICHAEL KULL, moier's pane nol now known. )
5, 1E14, Mamasr, Worttemberg, Germaty

5L, [BE), Modison, Dane Co., Wisconsin

Bloomfiekd Comnetory, Wilworth Co., Wisconsin

E{1) Jan. H, 1841

{IA SLAFTER

29, 1R24, Cuba, Allegany Co, New York

14, 1345, Bloombeid, Wilworth Co., Wiscomsin

firut inl inmmarked grave b Bloamlield Comotery, |ader reditorred in Crak Hill Cemetery, Lake Geniva, Winconsin
ber; CALVIN SLAFTER, b, Apr |1, 1784, Mansfield, Cona, d. Sep 7, | 857, Poringe Co., Wisconain

dber: JERLFSHA DEXTER, b Jan 23, 1791, <L Mar B, | 881, Frand du Lag, Wisxnsin

4 (2) June &, 1847
IARET AWN RUNKEL

14, 1625, Grolshedm, nr. Bingen on s Rivie, Hesse Durmmstadi, Germmine
5, 1881

in Bloamfeld Cometory with husband.

her JOHN B ELUNKEL

sthers AGNES ——T

moof Marriage #1:
ARGARET ELIZABETH KULL  1842- 1877

NOREW CHRISTOPHER KULL  1345- 1827

en of Marringe #2;

NTHOMY 1. KULL INGE - 186
JEAN MARLA RITLL 1B4E - 1RED
CIMES ADELLA KULL 1E50 - 1516
HARLES JULILIS KULL THES - 18
IWIN CRLANDO KLILL THAS - 1541
FILIF HEMNRY KULL 1RST- IRI%
CrSALLA ANN KLILL 1855 . 1937
FHN WILLIAM KL, 1863 - 1921
ERTRUDE ATLAMTA KLILL 1885 - (950
EANK 8 KLILI, INGE - 1957
LENE EULL TR | O
ik o the wbove children:

AGARET ELIZABETH KULL ("Maggie™ — b, Now 186, 1842, Bloomfickd Twp,, Wilworth Co., Wisgonain
SepL. 7, INTT, Chicagn, Tl Buriod Bloomfield Cemetery, Walwarth Co., Wis

uriod Sept. 14, 1BS2. Canip Lhibey, Rawine, Wik,
JWID{!EMEMEMT[MMIMA.MT&DMMFHEBIE}
Du]l;lllm.w.ﬁhﬂn.mi:: d. July 9, 1900, Chicage, il. Buried Roschill Cometery,
MMMHHMMMWHh, Fovn Ekimbeth, Jri Andrew

IDREW CHRISTOPHER KULL — b. Apr29, 1845, Rloanifickd Twp.. Walwarth Co., Wi

March |, 1927; buried Chak Hill Comietery, Lake Geneva, Wis

aried { 1) Dec. 14, 1RGN, fo:

N RIETBROCK, b. Aug. 5, 1843, Whentland, Kongaba Co., Wis 4 Aug. 23, | 9%, Buried Ok Hil
matery, Like Genevs, Wi - el i

=2h
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Children of Marriage ¥1: Franchs C., Helen M., Henry Androw, Adolph, Fredenck, Herman, Grover

Married (2} Aug. IR, 1909
CAROLYN SCRUTON KLUG, b—17 d —7
o chilitren of Marriage £

1. ANTHONY ). KULL. b. Mar 30, | 848, Bloomfield Twp., Walworth Ca., Wiz
d. April 16, 1868, single, buried Rloomfeld Cemotery,

4. SUSAN MARIA KIFLL, b Juno 30,1849, Bloomfield Tup., Walworth Co., Wis.
d July 20, 1883, marvied Jan. 22, 1875, w:
WILLIAM SLAUGHTER, b. Aug. 11, 1843, Tippecanoe Co., Wis., d. Dec 10, 1917, Canton, Miss.
Ohildien. Clara Bell, Nellie Mabel, George Andrew, Gertrode Agnes.

5. AGNMES ADELIA KULL b Sept 25, 1850, Bloamfleld Twp., Wilwerth Co,, Wis, d. Jun, 11, 1916
Marriod Sept. 71, 1872 we
GEORGE STOCEWELL, h—7 & —7
Childeen: Tvie, Philip K., George, Viemne, Agnes, Marion.

6. CHARLES JULIUS KULL, b, March 1, 1453, Bloomfield Twp., Walworth Ca., Wis.; d. 1945
Masrried (1) March 16, 1883
ESTELLE COVELLE, b —7 d&—79
Children: Helen, Mildred

Marrisd (2) Jun. 5, 1929
HATTIE ROGERS, b —7 4 —
Children: Charles, Adelbert

T. EDWIN ORILANDO KULL, b Feb, 7, 1355, Bloomfald Twi., Wabwanh Co, Wia, L 1941
Phuried Chenol Cemstery, Cesoa Cley, Wi,
Pfarried Nowv, |5, | #82 )
ADIME CAROLYN GRANT “Callie™, b, 1859, d, |953; buried Genoa Canetery, Gemon City, Wis,
Mo chilgdron,

£ PHILIF HENRY KULL, b Apeil &, 1857, Bloomfield Twp,, Walwonth Co., Wis, d, March 19, 1919
Buried Cenou Cemetery, Genos City, Wia.
Married Agpril 35, [88)
ORACE STODDARD, b 1860, L 1902, buried Genoa Cemetery, Cenoa Clty, Wi
Children: Irving Steddand, Edith G.. Harry, George Philip, Waher Hijgrin,

9, ROSALLA ANN KULL, b, June 29, 1859, Bloomfield Twp., Walworth Co, Wis, d May 4, 1937
Married Apeil 14, 188]
OTTO ARF, b —7 d—1
Children: Clarence, Lloyd, Olive.

. TN WILLIAM KULL b Apr. 7, 1863, Bloomileld Twp., Walworth Co., Wis; & May &, 1923
Minrried April @, 1187
RUTHE GARDNER, b — ) 4 —7
Chihdren: Winthrop, Edvwin, Oris, Margaiei,

11, GERTRUDE ATLANTA KULL b. June &, 1865, Bloomflekd Twp., Walworth Co, Wis; 4 1959
Burisd, Crenos Cemetery, Cemon City, Win
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