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SEARCHING FOR PAZZI LAPHAM

=Lusriie Messinges

Ax o o Girteate Conienine” s egirlier’ post-Revabintioniary
s tlery migraridg from the Nine Pactmers Patent in Db
e Cetinry anid relociting inthe pse el ired inoriliwess
erly of the prewens hamler &f Earlton in the linenship of
Corsaclie, Poz=i Lopham his fone inteiipdeed fooal B
terricanis, Meers” Histers of Greene Coanty ulles hrief
wesrttenn of hiwi, the Creorge s Alice Petery Colleohion
as well wa the Broak Family Papers vield up mive clues
Hur v i phe ovlcled resegreh of vy, Mesaiiger wlpoh
provides the framewort for o more detilled vady, There
wre wtill gape i the chroneddgical outline, Perions having
Anewledee or intéresd in Paiz il are eRrnured
ik pinrreapiiid wWith e obhr. THE ETHTOR

Fsta (himges about Pazei Lagham ure mune purzliog than
his name. In some Dutchess County records it appears
w5 “Purre” or “Parn.” He wal bom oo Quoker Gmdly
arnd the Quokers were prong 1o give descriptive nuines o
their children — Temperunce, Remembrance. In oo
|.apham geneulogy the neme ~Prndnn™ appegrs. Was Par-
den shorensd 1o Parze snd did it eventually become
Py ® Whslever — a number of eighleenth centimy doce-
mients stifl exist bearing the signuure “Paerl Laphum, ™
And as Pazz Lapham he was kniown.

Parzi's greal-great-prandfather was the first of his an-
geators o seifle in Amenca. Jobn . @ WENVET,
bom 1635 m Devooshire, England, died 1710 in
Dertmouth, Massachusstts, Tirst huving sembed 1@ Rhode
Islund, Reconds mrulicaie that his son dobn eventaally -
guired a considerable amount of resl estate in Rhode
Istamd. Amither Jishin 1, grtidson of Johm the
wedver, muved bus family from Masactoesens 1o Boch-
ess County, New York und wan an early settler on the
Great Mine Parmers Putent. John of Duitchies Codnty hid
@ v Henjemn who marmed Lydia Piged theie to were
the parents of Parzi Lapham. The buying and selling of
land wis o fomily practice and Dutchess Commty dalci-
menis dmclose Benjomin wis no exception.

Memben of the Societv of Fricods (Quakers) wieno
much put wpon by both Whigs and Torkes diting the
American Bevolution. It was o multer of religiouy con-
seience pnd Quaker practice to refuse (o swear auths o
o “register and bear arms.” Since the Quakers wigre in
the main & better 2w of settler, (6 the years Helore the
American Revolution allswnnies wene Trequontly made
for their religious doctrines. Bur with the outhreak of
hisatilitien they became a sarely biillehed group, For refos-
g i st miibe ol allggianse w the vevolotionsry dis-
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Pazel Lapham cotnicd e page | 1= ¥10 IV 00 % 9ty July 12, 1788, an arbitration committos $ét o value

et o not joining: the Tocal pulitie bodies, they were
fied andior confinsd. Cuakes v wis seleed and
sold a1 sheriff's salen, ijmnm . addhering to
thesz and olher Quaker tensts, refused 1o subacribe o the
math of bllegiance ond was ot omes imprisoned. Fumiby
lepend hias it that som Parsi mode ninety mile on bomieback
inmwdl?mpwrﬂnmlﬂmﬁmmﬂﬂtnfl@mn
hisuachald and farm belangings.

By the tine of the outbreak of the War of independence
Benjarmin and Lydid's thees stns appear (o hyve strinved
from the strict Crisker binthetght principles, Pazzi, Solon
and Reuben are recanded us serving e eoligad men &6
the Sisth Regimem of the Duichess County' Milita
Pazzzi's service carmed fum land boanty rights which he
assigned 1 amather.

These Dutchesy County Laphurmy appear in the Eh-
lished, Pubific: Pupers af (rovernis Grearge Clinme: Ban-
jamiEn Lopham for redusmg w ke the onthy an wodated
list oof Whigs and Tores names Pasn os 2 Tory (o puzching
chrsification yince by wal el lesd in the militi); anotler
list ool Whigs, Neutrls, Dowbifuls and Tores doted June
10, 177%, names Puarzr as nediber Whig nor Tory but as
“middling "

If there wan doubt us 0 Parel Lupham’s loyalty 1o the
revolutionsey government it did hot preveit his peaghbors
glecting him o public office between the yoars 1776 and
1TR4. He served the Choarlotie Pretinct of Dutchess
Coanty as an Oversoer of Highways and at times @ an
Dverseer of the Poor. For bolh offices he woold have
had o toke the prescribed onth,

With the end ol the Bevoluthnary War, the migrslion
inf settbers from Mew Englond imd the lower reaches of
the Hudsor Valley inbressed drmnatically. A numbier of
ruitchiess Condy Qubsiker famiilles were itmmgied 1o chesp
lend on easy Lot in the Coeymans Pulent. They bought
on lexse, of mutrijhl by canh or movigage. The Bedells
anl others locited in the Stanton Hill section of the present
wwiship of New Baltmore. Sume, including Pazzi
Lapham, Talmages, Tryons mnd Hutchinsons, sought ou
sapportahle land in Great Lot Two of the Seventh Al
mient of the Pulent. It b imieresting, oo, tht during this
sarme perdod of time, Pare's brother Solon leused froam
laac v in perpeity, 167 acred in Ciroal Lot Two
af the Fourth Allstmerm of the sume patent. That. land
lay i wiad s o the Town of Westerlo, Solon did mor
vevupy the lapd bt te-leused o o others. Another ex-
ample of ihe Lapham gencrmions” speculuwrion in lind.

It Is in 1787 that Parsi Lapham's name first appears
o the nusessment lisl for the Consacloe Disinct, then o
part of Alhany C - Was he then already o resident”

Tt enrhiest < banaf Eransnction mvobvine Paeas,
so for Jocabed. b oo mongage dated Jonuary 31, 1788
taken by Petor 5. Schavler of Allany Flats in the sum
ol 3080 ponimds. dencrsbed an o trict of land with improvie-
ments “now possessed by the said Pazn Laphany and
loemerty in the posseasion of Tulinh Sée mnd Isaac Page.
etstnining 100 sores ™ [Pazzi's mither weus @ Pugo) This
rkorgunpe W dischargied July 220 17TH),

of 150 pounds on ymprovements Solomen Palmer had
muale to Sproperty now i ms pokiision” coeinine
img 205 mores, Was this an ol Laphom purchase”

In December of 7788, Loonard Bronk surveved Grent
Lot Two of the Sevenmth Coeymans Allotment for
Coeyinans” heird Abrahom, Anthony and Coentisdt Ten
Evck, This survey of the enst half of the 1ot shows fen
sublogs, with Paxel Laphdin s nnme on subliot Four, oon-
taining 366 pcres, and the wind “Sold.™ On the survey
map thire wre shown severnl roody, one of whick i= labeled
“Road e Saw Mll," und wihich lesds 1o Lot Four, Mewr
the junction of this med with one coming in from the
east, and on the east branch of the Podic Creek, are dmy-
itign depicting two buildings, ope of which 1 labeled
Sgav mill.” The enst branch of the Potic passes tear the
center of the lot in g porth-south dirsclion, A -
abed Murch 21, 1785 is mecordied in Allsiny County with
Py Lispham as momtgnpor and Coenraih, Abratsam amd
Anthony Ten Eyek s mortgagess. The wmoun! is ser uf
238 poueds amd oovers 36636 pores of Tund 'in Lot Two
ol the Seventh Allotment, Reforence (s alw made 16 “the
Road Lending 10 suid Puxei Lapham Mill © The descrip-
thom ef the matches exactly Leoasnd
Bronk's survey of December 1788, This morigage: was
dischorgod May |1, 1789. These varous Jnnd transactions
indicute Parxi™s mberest i buying and selling land, a
pattern which continued for n sumber of years.
noted. These incluide:

Mary 1789 - Sile of Pazni Lapham's ww mill 6 Stephen

Hedged, Ir. Since this document iy incomplete, it i ane

certaln just whero thes il was locsied, sithough it was

m the Sevenih Alloimant, Certamly 1 ooild ‘oo banee

boen the aaw milll thot Paess | aphins commaed fo operate,

December 25, (789 - Puzei Lagham sgrees to sell

Sarnel Fits Lantficr 13 acren wenl of the hodie of Ol

tsphicl Deyo

Jamsary 12, 1790 sale t0 Leomand Beonk and Philip Cone

e Junir 57 mcves v Lot & and 160 soves b List 3 o

the Seventh Allothnes

The Muay 1789 ww mill sale s o puzzbement since in
Ouwber of thut same year Pazzi egreed W deliver
Christophe] Deyo by the following spring 38,000 square
fieet of bounrd in e for lnnd, Tid Lo W TWO
it 1187 Tt iudll,lmq pham

Alter 1793 no records of Lphum land transactions are
1o be found elther in Albany or Greene Countiss. Lyonund
Hmmk i mereveys reference i La lamud-
irarkcs. [none doted March 25 1793, he memtions “'Liglhs
Road ™ Unformnesely. the origimsl Leonard Bronk survey
inap of Greal Lot Two of the Seventh Coeymany Adlot-
menl bas mot been bocates! (1 0 still exists. What we do
know of Bronk s work ds i sutveyor oomes from his
pereonal papers amd is fragrented inonetore.

A farthier tote of interest regarding Laphaim’s property
eomeris the Foresnd e Commiorruelih, Long befine the
commines of the turbulent 1960, Rober Owien e
to this country from England with & drewm of people
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Pazzi Lapharm jcommued from pege 2

working logother, relymg on themselves for all thesr
needs, sharing equally and living in harmony, An curbicr
experiment st Haverstrow having failed, m 1826 n new
errmmunity wis edisblished al the sig of the former
Lapham mill, Those dmwmn o i were mainly Quokers,
But this experimsent. o, faled ond o less thin o yeor
" mmdi Puzzi Lipham's life is presecved

One fal event in mm's lile is
m the Van Dyck-Hronk law papers. 1| concerns an altes-
cathon between Pasti and Hoben Goes which ook place
ut Genernl Truinng in Coxsaclie mwnaliip whene male
citirzns pothered for military maneuvers. Laphum heoug
m-]gummuﬁnelmdﬂudepmnmsufdnmm

Mot of the deponents ugreed dhil Cioes was the
matigator. Solomon Palmer, Jeremiah Conins, Somuel
H-nw LC. Cunsily, Capt. Bronk, Henry Rodes testified
mL.nplnmlb:hlf Omby omne, Harent J. Goes, testified
in Robert CGoes” behialf. Matthew VanDenBerg. another
witness, gove n more ar bess neatmal acootnt

It appean that twd ol the group decided 10 mcs thic
herrses. At this time & dispute arose between Robert Goes
and o Mr. Towper, who struck each other with “swiond
and whip." Lapham interceded amd attenipied 10 separate
the twn. Goes followed him, claimed Lapham had tom
his clothes and demanded satisfaction. He gresped
Laphem by the thmot and “chaked him hlack.™ Whene-
apon Lapham said “take notice for [Goes] will have (o
jpuy For that.” As be furned away CGoes kicked him, with
thal Laphum threw his coal aside sl skl Coes might
kick him sgain, and Goes did kick him sgain. Whon
Lusphum wermed 1o face him, Goes struck him and be fell
upon his hands and knees. The blow lunded near his eye
drawing Blood. Lapham then told Goes he had “ane eye
left.” 1. C. Canpdy who visited Lapham a few days afier
the Incldent stated had o black eve and o cut
shove the eveld. told Canuedy he had gone (o
Goes in an sttempt 1o pacily bim, and that Goes had
smck him but did nol knocl am down

Judgment was for the plainiif.

Bdiore Lijght s thrown on the life of Pazzl Lapham = a
reskdent of Coxsnckie, through entries in e ancient ledger
jdentified as being that of Moore md Hurmsll. This firm
owned, or scted ax agent fov the owner of, the sloop
Muoming Stur — shipping mainly lumber and grain from
Coxsacki tor Meéw Yook with ulops af various fiver towos
il the way, In sdditon to the rver trade, they were
purveyors of merchandise, particulady that which the
setihers did not produce or mssufaciure for themsclves.
They sold everything from pios to rim. The ledger coven
the period November 1793 1o Jamuary 1800, sl repre-
spnll imonthly statoments of cntries from a day book.
E.u.h:ulhnumnmmdnlcumm namber, Pari
Lapham's was rwenty-onc. He, in Januury 1797,
mehmm;:mmwnﬁm“remm
less frequent

Purei Lapham misst have been well-known in the wrea,
for hin trips to Coxsacloe were frequent. Here he browght
the products of his sew mill - , joists, und board
= for shiproent down rver, taking back with him the

peceinities and now and then o lusury, Sometimes, he
wis aecompanied by his sop, Eliakim, and a few tmes
Eliakim muade the trip by himaclf. Frequently, when
Eliakim was present, one of the hems in he
neeount wus ralsina. Eliskim may have had u fondness
for raisins, oF pechaps he was buying for hin mother's
haking nesids.

Mot unexpected, 1 an early entry showing a charge to
Pirri's nccount for teee mill sava. For provisions re-
quired ul home there were entries for sugor, molesses,
teil, und on one pire ocenslon - coffee. Another one-time

-was Iwo dogen lemons. Clothing porchases wenp

w — a Castor (beaver) “hatt,” two pairs strong shoes,
two puirs hose (one pair of these “plaited silk™), Among
the few personal itgms ong finds obscon, combd, o pen
knife, eight and one-half inches hamd soap, and one book
entithed "Webster's Selection.” For the household —
twenty yards bed ticking, lengthy of linen, thresd,
tumblers, and a “sett” of knives and forks. Other pur-
chnses moluded a horse whip, thot and powder, locks,
H L hinges, Swoede™ inom, wid twelve lights of Sx7
window gliss,

Tt appeary. that Lapham either oporaiod o tovem or the
home wus a wuy stop for traveller’s. Charges for quan-
titiet of alcofinlc beversgoy uppear in Pazei®s account —
gillony of nun and wine, a pipe of brandy, cases of
geneva (an aromatic and bitter gin). Becrme of e largo
geinkitiey imvolved it is apparent this was nol entirely for
hame consumiption.

Of Parri Lapham's domestic life ke s knowe. His
marnage w0 Bethany Foster produced eleves childoen, of
wihom seven survived, two being daughien - Loraa who
mapned David Wyman and lived i Dutchess County,
il Tacy whis rarried Simon Southerland and lived 1o
Delawnre County and possihly later in 51 Lawrence
County, The surviving sony of Parel sid Bethany were
Eliskim, Senccn, Alexander Humilion, Fayoiie and Sol-
amon.

Family records indicate Faxzi, won of Benpmin and
Lyilin Pape Laphum, wos borm Octobor 22, 1750 in Duch-
e1s County, New York. His wife, Bethany, wus the
doughier of Caleb and Abigail Watkon Foster. Althoagh
Pazri's parents were Qualkers, only his mother’s name
appeirs in Quuker records of the Nine Partners Monthly
Meeting. Neither does Parzi™s mame appenrin the Nine
Partoers records por fn Quaker records for Albany and
Greene Counties. Was he “resd out of meeting™ for join-
ing the militia?

Locul lore bus @t thet Pazzl Laphars denth resulied
from ah sccideot at his mill. Fomily reconds give ihe year
of death ws 1795, but the same rocond also stnies son
Solomon was born Seplember |, 1797 i Coxsackie. IT
Solomon’s hirth dide is comect, then Puzai died in lute
1796 or cardy 1707 &t uge 46 ar 47, The Moo and
Buamell ledpger entrics. seem o imlicue the latter Jate.
Whiere was be bured? A diligent sesrch of the Commumity
Cemetery, practically nest disir o lund, revexls
oy rarked grave, Did hiv wife, Bethany, who i supposed
o have dicd when the two youngou sons wend infants,
retum o Dutchess County befors her death?
y ki o page 4
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Lapham Family

. i from page 3}

In adidimon to the subsequent whereabouts of doughten
Lorana and Tacy mentioned cutlier, the son, Favette,
lived For a time in the household of his uncle and s,
Henlen amd Orpha Lspham Seatston, The Boverend
Reouhen Stanton ws then living i who is now the Town
of Weuterlo, Evemtually, all af the chillien retumnad w
Pratchesy County o live among nelatives. Most of them
nuirrhad ot Datchiss Coumly families. Some nimained
m Dutchess County, pmd others mnoved 0 weslern New
Yok State and even firther west to Ohio anid Texas

The sonn, Senece, Fuyene, Alevander and Solomon,
all woeked on construetion of the Erle Canal, Sepecs
being o comtracior. Thase brothers buill this mches for
the Mt squeduet o Rochester and constructed the wiod
wink for the double locks i Lockporr.

Eliakim, the eldest son, appeirs w0 have remaiped in
the Columbia-Duichess County area for some time. In
Clitober and Nvember of 179 Eliakieg was puld 25
pounds 3 shillings 9 pence for 60 days labor performed
e Lepssiord Byvwak. 1y will be remiembered that | sonnrd
Bromk and Philip Conine Jr. bought land in the Seventh
Allotrnent from Ellakim’s father, Puzzh. The History of
Lintfe Nine Poriees comians refermnoes oo Ellaboim and
his fumidy. It repors his mwmsge w Rochel Hards o
Pine Plains: that be sestled in Columbip County on a firm
udjoining Martin Van Huren: later moved bo Stuyvesan
and later to Penn Yan, His move to Penn Yan must hove
beon in (ater yeurs, perhups sfiter his sons mowved there,
In 1812 how chiililnen wese students at @ boarding school
in Pine Pluins Eliukim and his son Jobn Harmis kept o
sore o Pulvers Comges i the Town of Pine: Pinine. In
1831 Johs H. way i & store with Helmus Wandel
ot Pulvers Corners. At o enrly date Eligkim s son, Lid-
low E., wos o stone finisder liviog in Pioe Pluins. Joho
and Ludlow later moved 1o Penn Yan, Eliakim Lapham
diod in 1E2M sod is buried i Stuyvessnt. His wife,
Rachel, ded mn 1563 m Peon Yan,

Seneen Lophari moved about Sollowing his trade of
builder. He livad ot vorous Incatons mn Mew Yook State,
‘wherever his work ok himn, eventunlly his hote
in Uhin whers he workes on the consuction of the Mismi
Clungl betwezn Cincinnati and Toledo.

Fayere Lapham frved for meany years at I-.'r.;j.u.hhm
County. New York . He was mn sccomplished boilder and
mnker of fumitore. Like his ancestors before fum, he
bought. amd s0id lamd in il aes.

Solomon, who had worked on canal copntruction with
hin brothers, lockted iaObhdo anld Tdter rensived o Texas.

O Adenamier H | litthe is knowm except that he marmed,
raised o faridly, and lived i Egypt, Monmoe County,

In 1853, Lomma Lapham, damghier of Solomon and
granddighber of Parad, muide o trip Bust visiting relotives
albng the way. She kopt & joutmal of her fmvels. From
Hus sccount it b ledmed thal Loming's mother was o
Dutchess Connty native. Lovena wisited hor Uncle Fayete
g his wife who were then lving in Poughlisepie, and
her Aum Lones and ber iskamd, David Wyman, who
watre [iving of Shulteville, Duiehess Codnly, Ong of the

JRANGE C
GENEAL

highlights of her wip 1o Dutchiss County wis a visit o
the homestensd whers her gres-grandfinher, Benjomin,
and her grandiather, Pazzi, had lived, a Lapham burial
proand boing Tocated across the road from the hoime, A&
search of Dutchess County comatery toponte af the New
York Siue Library Tailed 10 disclose any inmcripoioms
reconded From this cemetery.

Pz Lapham’s yeirs n the Town of Coogsclie were
few, harely a decade. His family did not remain there.
Yer. e lefl his mmpressiom. Omic spapects s waksual
maere Tad sowmething o do with br.
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THE DR. LEE AND MARTHA ANN (HALLOCK)
ENSIGN MEMORIAL

A letigr of inguiry Trorm M. Fredorick W, Meainni,
Irool Hartsdale, New York, smd & proengt rephy detuiling
the purpose and of the Vedder Memorial Library.
hss convines! Margaret Van Wyok Muemmmmalt thal b
[amily papers shoull be deposited with the Greene County
Historic]l Soclety ma a momonial to bor gooat gramd-
parents, Dr, Lo ami Martha Ann (Hallock) Emiign. At
the time of his passing in 1859, Dr. Entlim was
iof the Buard of Trustees of the Village af Caskill. Baoth
Dv. Lie zmd Mastha Ann Brdgn are buried in the family
pliat im that vl lige.

Thee Emsignm, price o Burd move 10 Calkill, sesidod
at Mardboro, Ulster County, where Dr. Enslgn served as
a medical practitioner. While there he was appoinsed
Surgecd 1o the 1416 Regiment of lnfontry, his appoint-
menl being spned by Governor Sewind, lnﬂ;m
gift, in pddition w e militery ippointment, is Dr. En-
sign’s fully equipped pre-Civil War methieal kit

Cencalogleal notes detail the various genemtions of
Enkigrm b Mew England o well os relnted braniches. This
papedt of the collection includes the Dr. Lee Ensign and
Martha Amn Hullock cerificale of 1539,

Beith Marthn Ann [Hallock) Ensign and ihe daughier.
Hurriet Lee, were i their own right. The
ligrury guality and the breadth of topleal coverage in
Martha Ann’s writings (ndicates & superior imelle; her
pemmanship is outstanding. Daaghier Hiriet atlended
Catskill Acsdemy in 1HSE-50 where she demonsiraled
peoficigricy in her studies, being nited by Professor Falr-
i @y 8 "op-rtch” scholar, Subsssuenily, armad with
glowing recommonditions from leading Cambkill citizens,
she secured & teaching appointment at the Poughkeepsic
Femitle Academy. While teaching ul that establishment,
she became actpuainied with Miltlos E. Curties, & bank
employee, who laler becume her husbaid,
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