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Introduction

to family histories in Saco Valley Settlements

Saco Valley is a veritable treasureland of history, Its rich lodes have produced
a wealth of American legend and tradition extending back more than 300
VEArs.

The picturesque Saco River starts in North Central New Hampshire and
winds southeasterly. It passes near Fryveburg, Maine, a beautiful resort area
today, but where in 1725, Indians brought to a disastrous end Lovewell’s
expedlition against them. Robert E. Peary, the famous Arctic explorer, lived
in Fryeburg as a boy and surveyed in the area,

Saco, Maine, is equally famous. Located at the falls of the Saco River,
oppusite Biddeford, it was settled in 1631, A legislative and judicial “court,”
the first in Maine, was held in Saco in 1640. Saco suffered Indian raids in
the 17th and 18th centuries, raids and massacres vividly described by G. T.
Ridlon, Sr., author of the monumental work, Sace Valley Settlements and
Families.

Ridlon had personal contact “with relatives whose mothers’ slumber had
been disturbed by the red man's startling war whoop." The author talked
with men who had vivid recollections of the French War and the fall of
Louisburg: his prandfather was acquainted with those who served as scouts
against Pequawket Indiana.

It is only natural, then, that a region so rich in the stuff that Americans
cherish should vield noted personages and families, 128 of whom are included
in Ridlon's immense work. This family history is reprinted from that
work, and is representative of those noted families and sturdy pioneers who
were so much in the mainstream of early American history.

Fortunate is the individeal whose family tree was included in Ridlon’s
masterwork, “a conservatory of valuable data, rescued from scattered -and
frail documents and vanishing traditions of the Saco Valley.”

The author has bequeathed rare and authentic Americana to the descend-
ants of those families. who naturally take great pride in their heritage—
and in their treasured genealogical heirloom.



eavitt  Sfamily.

John Leavitt was the New England head of this family; he came over
with The Pgrims in 1630, and settled at ]&quq Mass., where he lived for
some time, but finally removed tg Hi , where his grave is still pointed
out. Some descendants early settled in Hampton, N. H,, and numerous off-
shoats have become dispersed abroad.

Joseph Leavitt,' a tanner, from old Vork, was the immediate progenitor
of those of Buxton nativity. He purEEn&Ea lands in Narragansett, No. 1, in
1752, but we have no evidence that he settled in the township. e was, how-
ever, one of the early mill builders on Little river in 1761, His lands were
bestowed upon his three sons, W The father d.
previous to Mar, 28, 1768, when his other c en conveyed a share of his
grist-mill in Narraganse o. 1, to Joseph Leavitt there. Children:

t. Samuel,®b. in 5768 m. Sgah, dau -:E{:aqr. iﬂh“ PhinnE}r, of Gorham,
Me. She d.in Apr, 1793, aged 59 years; hed. 1797, aged 65. These
were buried in the old burying ground at Pleasant Point. in HEEE“*
His second wife, to whom m. Oect. 6, 1793, was Hannah Deering. 15
farm was near Union Falls. He sold his shareIn he two saw-mills,
called * Leavitt's mills," to his brother Joseph in 1791, and the same
year to his son John half of homestead and buildings.  Children follow:

. Evrgasern,bapt. Nov. 4, 1764; m. William Hancock, Aug. 22, 1822

. Jous,® bapt. May 3, 1767 ; m. Molly Dallofl, Jan, 12, 1792. He re-
moved to Hollis, then to Eaton, N. H., where he died.

nn  Saran,® bapt. Sept. 14, 176g; m. Phineas Towle, Nov. 8, 1778, and
d. Apr. 27, 1826 ; he d. Sept. 12, 181q.

. Marv," b July 14, 1769; m. Clement Dennett, Jan. 3, 1793

2. Daxier,?® son of Joseph,! b, 1737; m. Abigail Bradbury, May 5, 1763,
and served as deacon of the Congregational church 48 years. He was
a tanner. His residence was on “ Beech Plain road,"” so-called, in Bux-
ton. His second wife, to whom m. Oct. 29, 1765, was Abigall, daughter
of Samuel Dennett, of Saco. Hed. June 21, 1829, Children by both
wives, as follows:

.  Antcain,® bapt. May 6, 1764; d. in infancy.

i.  Dawier,? bapt. May 24, 1767; m. Hannah Boynton, Avg. 23, 1792.
He owned a *homestead farm" in Buxton, but seems to have lived,
latterly, in Brownfield. He d. in 180q.

1. Asicail,® bapt, Oct. 29, 1769; m. Moses Woodman, Dec. 8, 1791,

v. BerHia” bapt. Apr. 19, 1772; m. Zachanah Usner, Jan. 29, 1793.

v, Saran,® bapt. Mar. r3, 1774; m. Joshua Kimball, 3d, July 7, 1793.

vi. Evmzapers,® bapt. June 3o, 1776: m. John Ewing, Mar, 16, 1794;
then a Gilpatrick,

vit. HaAxnan® bapt, Sept. 25, 1778; living in 1816.

viir, Puesg" bapt. June 24, 1781 ; d. young.



ti LEAVITT FAMILY.

x.  Ouwve® bapt. Oct. 3, t784; m. Michael Shute, July 14, 1805.
x. Samuvel,"bapt, July 8, 1787,
xt.  PHERE,? bapt. Sepl. 12, 1790; m. Simon Woodman,

3. Joserr® son of Joseph,' m. Sarah Bra.dEury. Nov. 1o, 1763 d. Apr. 4,
t8og, aged G6g.  His first wife d. in 1774, and he m. again, and had
issue by both wives; resided at “ Leavitt’s Mills," in Buxton. Children:

1. SaranR" b Apr. 8, 1764 ; m. Daniel Hill
. Josers," b, Sept 12, 1765,
tr. THoMaAS," b, Jan, 14, 1767; m. Martha Bradbury, of Buxton, Sept. 2,
1790, and d. in Standish,

v, Wititas," b. June 16, 1768; m. Mary Cobb, of Gorham, in 1793,
and d. June 11, 1848; wife d. Aug. 15, 1850, [ suppose he lived on
the road leading from Bog Mills to Buxton Centre, where his son
William afterwards resided, Five children, of whom more.

v, Samver,” b. Mar. 18, 1770; m. first, Hannah Garland, Jan. 24, 1993
second, Widow Mary Ayer, in 18a3.  Issue by both wives.

v, Bzrsev,* b. Jan, 23, ryre.

vit. Bespasin® b, Nov, 25, 1974 m. Susan Bradbury, Jan. 2g, 1795, and
had Sokat Suzannat Marthat Lucindat Mefindat Sarah,t Misroe!

virn Awsat b Sept 8B, 1977 m. Isaac Scammon, of Saco, 15793,

1x. Brapsury,®b. Oct y, t779; m. Mancy, or Ann, daw. of Daniel Paul,
of Gorham, in 1806, and d. in Buxton, Dec. 23, 1824 ; had issue,

% Trug" b. Ockt 7, 1770; m Widow Wales, of Bridgton, where he d.
in 1326,
CHILDREY 0F THOMAS AND MARTHA:

Jacos* b. Jan. 16, 17g1.

Mary,* b, Oct. 27, 1793; m. Enoch Boothby.
Sawan,' b, Nov. 30, 1795 ; m. Peter Payne.
Eriza H.' b, Aug. 7, 1796. —
Carnerivg' b, Sept. 11, ryg8; m. Joseph White.
Samuer,'b. Aug: 13, 18e1,

Josers,* b Oct. 2g, 1803.

TroMas,*b. Dee. 16, 18a5.

9, MarrHatb. Jan 31, 1807,

10, Lwey* b, May 19, 18ag; d. Aug. 21, 1820,
11, Srepstan,' b, July 31, 1811 d Sept. 2, 1813,

OO =1 BN g Lib B

CrRIDSIN oF WILLIAM AND Manv:

1. Hamwan* b, Sept. 17, 1797; m. Ebenezer Sawyer, L~

2. Wontam* b, Mar. 23, 1800; m. Ruth _-“em“, of Euxtun, and lived near
Bog Mills. He was long the worthy and honored deacon, associated
with Dea. Hobson, of the Freewill Baptist church, at West Buxton; a
typical bald-headed deacon, too.  His children were as follows:

1 D.ﬁMEL M.,* early went West and d. about 18ge; leaving a wife, two
sons, and four daughters. He resided at Barrett, Marshall Co,, K.am



LEAVITT FAMILY. i

I

w.

Y.

Rev, Wittian® studied for the ministry at the Bangor Theological
Seminary, and was settled over a church at Boothbay, and in Aroos-
took county, until 1867, since when at M[W?M-
ii"ﬁl lowa, and .a";shl-.mdi Neb., until 1887, making twenty-ive years
in the ministry, . 1807, he removed to Norf b., and
took control of the Newfald Jowrned office, where he continued until
May, 1803, when, health and strength failing, he leased the paper.
He married, Nov. 16, 1871, Emma A. Smith, of Boolhbay, Me., and
has three sons, wamely: frederdck W' b, in lown, Feb. 11, 1373,
now in the junior class of the classical course at Doiane College, Crete,
Neb.; Lesfie M0 b, in lowa, June 26, 1876, and Mersdodl 5" b, in
Nebraska, Mar, 8, 1883.

W.' b, Dec 24, 1832, in Buxton; lived on the home farm
antil the fall of 1855, when he went to Ohio, thence, in 1856, lo
Kansas, where, in Marshall county, he settled and has continued to
reside. He m, Marthn E. Means, Jan 5, 18635 (she b. in Missouri,
Mar. 11, 1839), and had issue, ten children; seven of them died in
infaney. Mr. Leavitt has traveled in fourteen states and territories.
He has returned to his old home but once since his emigration to the
West, Surviving issue: Waffer M0 b in April, 1567 Lo b in
Mar., 1870, and Sfadn £ b, in July, 1874
Carovive E,* now living in the family of her sister, Mrs. Samuel
Hill, at Santa Anna, Cal, unmarried.

Luey AL m. Samuel Hill, son of the late Fleming Hill, of Saco, tin-
smith, and resides at Santd Anna, Cal.

3. Bexjamix* b, Sept. 14, 1302,
4.

I

1.
1L
v,

5

Aarox*b. Aug, 25, 1504; m. Hannah, dau, of John Came, of Buxton,
b. Mar. 3, 1798, and d. Feb. 5, 1856, and resided on the Standish
side of the Saco river, at Bonnie Eagle village, where their four chil-
dren were born,  Mr, Leavitt was a man of qulet, unobtrusive depart-
ment who lived In peace and contentment, I think he and his wife
lie buried in the little tree-shaded yard on the Came farm,
Jouw,? m. and settled in Providence, R. I, where he d., issueless,
ahout 18g1, of pneumonia, and on the day of his burial his wife d. of
the same malady.
Puepg,” twin sister of John; deceased.
Magy," m, Thomus Bickford; now living, a widow, with son in Bangor,
Wisttam H.," remained at home during his minority, and settled in
Providence, R. L., in 1860, where he now resides. He was employed
by the Richmond Print Co,, for thirteen years, as case-maker. In
1874 he was appointed on the police force, and did night-patrol duty
for three years; was promoted to sergeant, and, after three years, to
lieutenant of the force; promoted to captain of police in 1889, and
assigned to duty in one of the most important stations in the city
He now has charge of thirty men and officers.  He has been very suc-
cessful in his official capacity. He m. Fannie Sisson, and has one
san, Earde /% a graduate of the N, E. Conservatory of Music, Boston,
and is now a professor of music and popular organist in Providence,
Nawcy,! b July 23, 1807 d. Nov. 4, 1851,



8 LEAVITT FAMILY.

CHILDREN OF SAMUEL AND HANNAN:
. Joun,* b. Mar. 20, 1792.
2. Josery,* b."Feb, 15, 1795.
WILLIAM,‘ b. May 27, 1797.
CHILDREN OF SAMUEL AND MaRY:
ELizaBeTH,! b. Dec. 3, 1804; m. Henry Dunnell.
2. JaNEg* m. John S. Dunnell.
ALvan,* well known in Buxton.
CHILDREN OF BRADBURY:
Danier,* b. Feb. 5, 1808.
WiLLIAM,* b, Jan. 30, 1811; d. Aug. 6, 1844.
ALBERT,* b. April 27, 1813; deceased.
Henry,* b. in Aug,, 1816; d. Aug. 22, 1825.
5. James,* b. Mar. 16, 1820; d. Sept. 4, 1825.

Thus endeth the chronicles of the Saco valley branch of the very respect-
able and useful Leavitt family.

2o
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LEXINGTON TOWN HISTORY

TO BE REVISED AND FUBLISHED BY

The Lexington Historical Society.

— W —

— COMMITTEE:
ME. JAMES P. MUNROE., Chaitnan
MR. JOHN N. MORSE, Secretary MISS SARAH E. ROBINSON
MIss MARY E. HUDSON DR. FRED 5. PIPER
REV. CHARLES F. CARTER MR. ALBERT S, PARSONS
T —_—

wa~ I'he following facts are desired for publication in the Genealogical Tables
of the Revised History of Lexington about to be published. Please fill out this
blank in ink and return it to Dr. Fred 5. Piper, within sixty days. These blanks
may be obtained at Cary Memorial Library.

It is very important that the genealogy in this new edition of the History be

a complete record of all families and residents of the town. Please give your earnest
and prompt co-operation. '

Name in full .M.;!‘m:‘-kﬁ" ;wa\-n« @MJ L. &0, ] g‘*;‘m =

(Use no dnliials)
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1 : : 3 -
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From what country did he come?
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Give names in order of age of all of his or her brothers and sisters, including himself
or herself.

NAME Fhite of Hirth Place of Mirth

el e e W:ﬂ.ﬂuu dd. Viosne
Q}, . "% __J&,,MI_, 113 ..

bt Ot 25 | E_'Ld, d .
ﬂma«.tgt‘n-_ _ Mean¥if \ -
Tl L E.J.&‘.ﬁ, £20 N R 3

Monaade fgir -LJL:J. 2 A

= = {H‘M;,_LEL | 4 £ -
l‘ A%, .E‘n'q-"ﬂ—"' 1 e 'R:'II | B i
II_E:M : |

M onze Liadeg 1 1€ B0 .

If married, Give place and date of marriage GJW } ......... 1%57 .................

Give full name of
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Husband
o I
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If married more than twice plense insert record same as for first marriage.
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What was his vocation?
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Mention any business or profession other than the above in which he was
engaged.
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Of what church, fraternities and clubs was he or she a member?

Mention amy ﬁﬁeés in nation, state and town which he held. Give dates and
any special interest in each.
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.............................

Earning value
Asset value X 2
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1. Value of capital stock . . . .
2, Table A, Col. 2 (R.E.)
8. “ « 7(Mtge.)
4, Equity in Mass. real estate (2—3) . .
6. Table A, Col. 8 (HMachinery ussd (a conduct of bustaoss)
6. Table A, Col. 4 (Motor Vehicles) .
7. Deductible Securities . . . .
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8. Table C, CoL. 2 (R.E.)
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11, « “ « B(0.T.)
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