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BIBLE RECORDS AT NEHGS 

The Lechmere-Cook Bible 
TI1e editors are pleased to imroduce "Bible Records at 

NEHCS," a /lei/I wh111111 ill NEW ENGLAND ANCESTORS. 

ill eaclt issue, Ti111otlty Salls fllill prese111 a tra11scriptio11 of a11 
origi11al record from tlte Society~ R. Sta111011 Avery Special 
Collectio11s Departme11t. Readers are i1111itcd to s11bmi1 Bible 
records to the Society for possible illclusioll i11 tltis colu11111. For 
more i1iformatio11 011 do11ati11<~ your Bible n•cord to / EHCS 
please see "Do11ati11g Bible Rcwrds to NEHCS" Oil page 55. 

.flu~._u.Y 
by Timothy C. X. Salls ;{v/ 

Newbern I 0th October 1784 

In this first inscall111enc, we offer readers a transcription 
of the Lechmere-Cook Bible, discovered through the 
research of Randolph Tibbets (Houston, Texas) and 
donated to NEHGS by PhilipTilney of Kennebunkport, 
Maine, through rhe efforts ofNEHGS Council member 
Davida Symonds (Agoura Hills, California). 

[Title page] 

T. Cooks Nich.0 Lcchmerc's 17 
The Holy Bible, 

Containing the O ld and New Testaments: 
Newly Translated out of the Original Tongues: 

And with the FormerTranslations 
Diligently Compared and Revised, 
By His Majesty's Special Command. 
Appointed to be R.ead in Churches. 

London: 
Primed by Thomas Baskett. Printer to the King's most 

Excellent Majesty; and by the Assigns of Robert 13askctr. 
M.DCC.LI. 

[First page] 
Silas Cooke son of Silas and Rebecca 

was born Septr 18th 1753 
Ann Lech mere daughter of Nicholas and Elizabeth 

was born June 19th 17 55 
and were married March 21 1778 

Jarvis Buxton son of Peter & Ann 
was born November 27th 1737 

Sarah Barry daughter of Lewis & Francis 
wasbornJan> 1st 1747 

were married June 1787 
Silas Cooke died at Newbern 25th March 1798 

of a Sunday 
Ann Cooke died at Newbern -Ith October 1807 

of a Suncby 
Jarvis Buxton died at Beaufort NC August 1811 
Sarah Buxton died at Newbern November 1803 

and all arc inrerrcd in the Newbern burying grounds 
Henry Marchanr Cooke son of Silas & Ann was born at 

Newbern in the Glebe house of a Wednesday 
7 April 1784 

Elizabeth Cooke daughter of Silas & Ann was born at or 
near Newport (R.1) the 22nd O ct 1780 & died at 

Thomas Cooke son of Silas & Ann was born on Lot No. 87 
Newbern thi;: 11th November 1787 and was lost at sea 
between Cape Lookout and 13ear banks in a violenr storm 
the 3rd & -Ith September 181 5 

Frances Barry Buxton daughter of Jarvis & Sarah was born 
on the north part of Lott No 345 Newbern 20th May 
1788 

Jarvis Barry Buxton son of Jarvis & Sarah was born on N° 
Lott no 3-15 Newbern rhe 17th January 1792 

Henry M. Cooke and Frances 13. 13uxton were !llarric.:d of a 
Sunday evc.:ning by the R ev·' Tho P Irving at the h01m: on 
the.: north part of Lott 3-15 in Ncwbc.:rn the 5th of March 
1809 

'Henry.son of the above HM & F.B. Cooke was born on the 
north part of Lott No. 3-15 in Newbern on Friday. 22nd 
dcccmber 1809 

'Tholllas, son of H.M . & F.13. Cooke was born at Letters 
house near the.: east end of Beaufort NC on Saturday the.: 11th 
January 18 12 

:Julia Francc.:s daughter of H.M. & F.13. Cooke was born at 
Letters home near the east end of 13eaufort NC on Saturday 
the I st Jan 181-1 

'Sarah Ann Cooke daughter of 1-1.M. & F.B. Cooke was born 
at the same place Saturday September 23rd 1815 

' Francis Jarvis Cooke son of 1-1.M. & F.l3. Cooke was born at 
the same place on Sunday th.: 13th July 18 17 

':Jarvis & ' Frances Cooke (Twins) was born at the same.: place 
011 Wednesday 19th May 1819;Jarvis died 10th Septr 18 19 of 
Friday & Frances died Tuesday the 12th Septr 1820 

' William Gaston Cooke son of H.M. & F.B. Cooke was born 
at Lott 29 13eaufort on Wedni:sday the 20th Dec' 1820 

•Mary Eliza Cooke daughter of H.M. & F.B. Cooke was born 
on Lott No 29 Beaufort on Friday 3rd January 1823 

'"Silas Lcchmere Cooke son of H.M. & F.13. Cooke was born 
011 Lott No 29 Beaufort (0 Town) 6th February 1825 

"George Badger Cooke son ofH.M. & F.B. Cooke was born 
on Lott No 29 Beaufort OT. 26 April 1827 

"Alexand.:r Cooke son of H.M. and F.B. Cooke was born 
near 13eaufort 11 May 1829 

"Henrietta Cooke daughter of H.M. and F.13. Cooke wa~ 
born near IJeaufort 12 May 183 1; Frances B. Cooke depam:d 
this life the 23rd Novr 1833 of a pulmonary disease :rnd with 
a full assurance of a blessed immortality 

H. M. Cooke & Naomi Hackburn daughter of Peter & 

Elizabeth Noe were married by Jcchonias Pigon Esq. the 22 
Feby 183-1 

[Second page] 
Nicholas Lechmerc & Elizabeth Gardiner were married by the 

R.evcr'' Mr. Ebenm Punderson Missionary from the Society 
NEW E NGLAND ANCESTORS Fall 2eJRA NG for Groton, Connecticut the 30th of May 17-15 
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A pageF0111 the Hydcfa111ily record kept by Willia111 , his so11 
Noah Hyde (1717-1786), mid ,~m11dda11ghtcr Ruth Hyde 
( 1740-'/816). 

Jane Mecom's "Book of ages" 

This "Book of ages" was created and kept by Jane 
(Franklin) Mecom (I 712-1793), sister of Benjamin 
Franklin, and her grandson Josiah Flagg (1760-1840). 
This register contains births, marriages, and deaths of the 
Mecom and Flagg famil ies of Boston. The first entry is 
the birth of Edward Mecom, Sr., in December 1704 and 
the last emry is the death of George Washington Flagg 
on October 17, 1819. However, Jane and Josiah record­
ed more than just names and dates; for example, the reg­
ister includes the following: "September 19 1767 
Nantukett at the house and under the most affectionate 

care of my dear friend Kezia Collin died my dear & 

beloved daughter Polly Mecom." Josiah also included a 
description of the loss of a loved one:" My fa ther died in 
Boston June 1775 when the town was in possession of 
the British army's garrison. The fam ily was then out of 
town fled with many others into the country and it was 
told to me that my father came to his death by being 
poisoned w hile sick by a surgeon in the British army by 
the name of Spencer who plundered the house of all it5 
effects."What impact did this have on Josiah? He record­
ed his feelings on the last page of the fami ly record: " I 
was left a helpless orphan at the age of fourteen and dur­
ing the w hole R evolu tion suffered very much .'' 

With the outstanding volunteer efforts of our members, 
NEH GS acquires, preserves, and promotes access to 
manuscr ipts li ke the fa mily 

"A detailed family 

register is a val11able 

legacy for our 

records discussed above. We col­
lect these sources for vital data, 
records of historic events, and a 
glimpse into the lives of our 
ancestors. However, genealogists 
ca"nnot focus on the past to the 
exclusion of the present. It is descend an f s. " 
equally important to assist future 
genealogists by documenting our 
lives today - to record vital data in our own fa111 ily reg­
isters, with details about our education, occupations, 
clubs and associations, awards, hobbies, etc. A dt:tai led 
family register is a valuable legacy for our descendants. 
Let us impress the archjvists of the future w ith how well 
we've documented the lives of our families! + 
TIMOTHY G.X. SALLS is archi11ist at NEHGS. 

("The Computer Ge11ealogist," conti1111edfrom page 47) 

With R ootsMagic's approach ., can easily create a 

complete book with many diffe rent reports on anyone I 
want to include. Each report selected opens the options 
for that specific report, allowing me to include only what 
I need. 

C reating a website will not intimidate anyone who 
uses the program.The windows that open are easy to fol­
low and walk you through the creation of files.You can 
determine what sources, notes, and photos to include, 
and you can protect living individuals in your database. 
You can add additional links to other websites you thjnk 
visitors to your site might enjoy. After pages have been 
created, R.ootsMagic wi ll let you know where they are 
saved on the computer, so that you can find them when 
you go to upload them. 

If you haven't used genealogy software then you will 
find R.oot~Magic easy to navigate. If your present soft­
\Vare isn't doing everything you had hoped, you may find 
RootsMagic has what you were lookjng fo r. All in all , it 
is a powerful, easy-to-use program that can greatly aid 
researchers in fam ily history. 

RootsMagic is available for $29 .95 ($39.95 if you also 
want Certi11g the 1\!lost 011t <!f RootsMagir by Bruce 
Buzbee) , plus postage and handling from Forma!Soft, 
Inc., P O. Box 495, Springville, UT 84663, 1-866-GO­
R.OOTS, or at the website 111111111.roots111agic.co111. System 
requirements are Windows 95 or later, 32 MB of RAM, 
CD-ROM drive, 50 meg free hard disk space.+ 

RHO NDA R. McCLURE is the author c!( The 
Genealogist's Computer Companion mid Th e Complete 
Idiot's Guide to Online Genealogy. 
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DONATING BIBLE RECORDS TO NEHGS 

While NEHGS is always pleased to receive donations of original material, the Society is also gratefol when 
photocopies of original records are donated. Even if you would rather not donate your family heirloom, please 
consider sharing the genealogically valuable information contained within it. Your distant cousins and future 
genealogists will thank you for your foresight! The NEHGS archivist bas established guidelines for donations 
to the NEHGS Bible Records Project. NEHGS is seeking: 

• Original bibles (or other records containing family records), or 
• Photocopies from such records with all pages containing family information as well as the title page. 

In either case, please include a short note with the donor's name, address, and how the Bible was acquired. For 
more information about the Bible records project, please contact the special collections department staff (Tim 
Hughes at 617-226-1223 or thughes@nehgs.org, or Tim Salls at 617-226-1232 or tsalls@nehgs.org).Donations of 
Bibles or family records may be sent to Special Collections Department, NEHGS, l 01 Newbury Street, 
Boston, MA 02116. 

Nicholas Lechmerc son of the above 
was born the 18th March 1749 
Anthony Lechmere Ditto was born the 
25th of August 1752 
Ann Lechmere Daughter of Ditto was 
born the 19th of June '1755 
Thomas Lech mere son of Ditto was 
born the 4th of O ctober 1757 
Elizabeth Lech mere Daughter of Ditto 
was born the 9th of April 1765 

(Old Stile) 

Do 

Do 

Do 

N.S. 

Boston, November 22d, 1746, Mn Ann Lech mere 
Thomas Lechmere Esq' Died Age 60 years 

wife of 

Boston May 29th 1765 Died 
Thomas Lechmere Esq'. Husband 
of the above Mn. Ann Lechmere 
Age 82 years 

Thomas Cooke, (son of Silas and 
Ann) was born 1 ·1th November 
1787 

Esther Walbce (daughter of fames & 

Jane) was born 17" March +:;z% 

1795 

Thomas Cooke and Esther Wallace 
were married p[erj Belcher Fuller, 
Esq. April 8th 1810 

James Wallace Cooke son of the 
above was born Sunday 23rd Aug 
18 12 

Harriet Wallace Cooke was born 
26th Aug 1814 I 

[Inserted page - front] 
James W Cooke and Mary E. A. Watts were married July 5th 
1848 in Trinity Church Ponsmouth VA. 

Lech mere R . Cooke son of the above was born in Porrsmomh 
Va Nov 27th 1853 

Lechmere Cooke and Laura S. Spady, married in 
Northampton Co., VA Oct. 10th 1877 

[Inserted page - back] 
James Wallace Cooke son of Lechmere and 
Portsmouth VA April 9th 1879 

L1ura born in 

Thomas Sanford Cooke born January 8th 1881 at Portsmouth VA 

[Third page] 
Silas Cooke was born on Thursday 
Septr 18th 1753 at Newport Rhode 
Island [aged 44 y] & died Sunday 
March 25th 1778 at Newbern 
North Carolina -aged- [6 1110 & 7 
day] 
~ Ann Lechmere was born 
Sunday June 19th 1755 at 
and died Sunday October 4th 1807 
at Newbern North Carolina 
aged 52 yr 3 mo & 15 day 

Silas Cooke & Nancy Lechmere 
was married at on the 21st of Mar 
1778 

Israel Sheldon, son of Remingto n 
and Huldah was born at P:iwtuxet 
Rhode Island 22d Mar 1797 

Thomas Cooke was lost on a voyage 
from Nc.:w York to Beauforr in a 
violcm gale of wind on the 3rd or 
4th of Sept 18 15 & in which the 
whole crew consisting of six per­
sons perished the remains of the 
vessel was picked up 011 bear banks A page from the Lech111ere-Cook Bible. 

Harriet Wallace Cooke, daughter of 
Thomas and Esther was born at 
Beaufort, North Carol ina 26th Aug 
1814 and were married at Newburn 
Greene County Alabama Tuesday 
Morning 28th May 1844 

Harriet W. Sheldon died at Fairf:ix 
County, Virginia 20th April 1854 

Esther Cooke died at Beaufort o n the 4th of October 1816 of 
a consumption with a blessed assurance of a happy immor­
talit)' 

James Wallace Cooke and Mary E. A. Watrs were married July 
5th 1848 in Trinity Church Portsmomh Virginia 

Lech mere R. Cooke son of the above was born 
in Portsmouth Va Nov 27th l 853 

Georgiana Esther Sheldon, daughter o f Israel and Harriet W. 
was born in Gaston, Sumter County Alabama 4th August 1845 

Adele Sheldon daughter of Israel and Harrier W was born in 
Fairfax County Virginia on the 22nd February 1854 
Died 28th September 1854 at same place + 
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Mayflower Compact -
A Dissenting View, Part Two 

- conti1111ed from tire s11m111er 2003 iss11e -

But w here did the charge of dread democracy arise 
that led Robinson to insist that his church was aristo­
cratic despite being in some respects democratic? The 
pastor and deacons (teaching and ruling elders) were, 
after all, elected by the congregation from among them­
selves, or at least by the adult male members thereof. 
Robinson was at pains not to be conside red an 
Anabaptist, and not to have adopted th e Dutch 
Mennonite congregational system desired by his former 
colleague, Baptist fou nder John Smyth .Pl For whatever 
the tw ists and turns of the earliest Separatist congrega­
tions in England, it was those total dissenters, the 
Mennonites, whose idea of reviving New Testament 
forms provided the impetus for discovering congrega­
tional separation in the New Testament and justifying 
withdrawal from the national church. R obert Browne's 
contact with Mennonites in Zeeland had been inspira­
tional. The Mennonites, despite their popular and fearfu l 
association with radical, revolutionary Anabaptist upris­
ings in Munster and Amsterdam in the 1530s, had 
become pacifists, withdrawn from participation in civil 
government. The Mennonites' church polity (through 

"Th 71 If . e iv1ennon1 tes . . . 
had become pacifists, 

withdrawn from 

which any member of 
the congregatio n could 
be elected to lead, some­
times through divine 
guidance in choice by 
lot) - did not apply to 

participation in civil civil society. Th eir reli-
gious definition of 

government." themselves required a 
society from which to 
be w ithdrawn. T hat 

transfer (from religious to civil democracy) was the sig­
ni ficant act of the Pilgrims, embodied in the Mayflower 
Compact and developed in later laws and structu res pro­
posed, accepted, and carried out by themselves. 

But if this democracy, in which equal members of a 
commun ity elect their governors from among them­
selves and establish their own laws and ordinances by 
majority vote, was an essential outgrowth of the Pilgrim 
leaders' concept of the true church and just C hr istian 
society, one would expect them not to forget the 
Mayflower Compact - and not to rejoice in its being 
"superseded" by the Pierce Patem of 1621 and the 

by Jeremy D11pert11is B@5ts 

Warw ick Patent of 1629 (1630). That the text was first 
published in 1622 in the booklet now known as Mo11rr'.1 
Relatio11 implies that in the earliest years, the Mayflower 
C ompact was regarded as a document worthy of public 
attention. Later court records show that the Mayflower 
Compact was fa r from forgotten in the period of the 
Plymouth Colony. As Cushing 
says, "Plymouth clung tena­
ciously to the Compact as the 
cornerstone of its government 
until the very encl."121 T he 
Pierce Patent of l 621 promised 
incorporation on request with­
in the next seven years, granti­
ng in the meantime to John 

"Later coitrt records 
sh.ow that the Mayflo·wer 

Compact was fa r from 

forgotten in the period of 
the Plymouth Colony " 

A pa.ee Jro111 the Maiflower Co111pact. 
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