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THE MELTON REGISTERS

The unfuiling kindness of Canon Foster hos furnished the following
complote reeord of Levet entries i the Purlsh Reégiater of Melton-on-the
HEl from 1538 to 1706, This record does not alter the conclizions -
rivad at in my pumphlety ut amplifies i eorveets the Levett pedigres in
B0me respoets. V.. B

1538, Efisabeth Teve! {daughter of William Levet) was haptized ye xxizth
oy of Julle.

mm? Nicholns Lovet (sonne of Wm Lovet) marrled Anne Westhee (daughter
of Hafo Wauther of fletidy the thirde tay of Ootob.

1566, Richando Coltipinde of yo parlahe of Wathe maried Jane Levett ve soven
& twoeutleth doy of Janunrie.

1667, Margaret Lovett (danghter of Willianm Levott) was buried ye seconde day
af Decembier.

1670, (12 Ellzabell)  Hafe Levet (sonne af Nlcholas Leyvet) maried st Harm-
brughe Ellzaboeth West (danghter of George West Esquier) the foure & twen-
tieth day of Octoher.

1671, (18 Elasbeth)  Franels Levet (Spune of Rafe Levet) was baptized &
Tarled ve fyve & twentieth diy of Angust.

1572, Frandis Hallom maried Amme Levat ye nyne & twentieth day of Julle,

1572, (14 Elisabeth) ‘Thomns Levet (songe of Hafe Levet) wad baptlsed ye
Inst dny of Augist,

1574, (10 Elleaboth)  Willlam Tavet (sonne of Rafe Lovet) was haptizod yo
foure & twontletl doy of October.

1670, (18 BElknbeth) Roboert Levet (sonne of Rafe Tavet) wos baptised v
meventh doy of Cetober,

1577, (10 Elsabeth)  Wm Levet fathor of Nich: Levet was borfod ot Sprod-
bHurgh the xxixth of daoonrle.

1879, (91 Ellzabieth) Ontherlne Loevet (daoghtor of Bafe Levet) was haptized

o two & twentioth doy of Muarel.

1381, (95 Bllanbeth)  Gertrode Levet (dasghter of Bofe Levot) wis baptized
v foure & twentieth day of Janunre,

1538 (2 Ellmel.h? Hale Lovet (son & helro of Nieholas Leviet) was haried
yu fonrthe day of Janoareie,

1588, (45 Blleaheth) Jobn Morley married Ellzabeth Levet Widowe (late wife
of Bafo Lovet) yo second diy of Apritl.

1565, (97 Ellzaberh)  Geértrade Teves (daoghter of Rafo Lover) was boaried yo
pwelfthe doy of Aprill. :

1587, (29 Elbabeth)  Thonms Levet (sotne & hetro of Bolfe Levet) marted at
Lntighton o de Morthinge Ellzabetl MyrTyn (daughter of Robert Myrfya) yve
secondn duy of Julie.

Tagn. (H8 Eliubt-.f.ls} Elizabeth Morley (wife of Jolin Morley) was burled ye
secomde doy of Angnst.

1805, (06 Higabeth) Thomas Lovet (son of Thomas Tevet) was horne the
thires & twontleth day of Jallg & lmptiesd ye elght & twontieth of ye same
monetiie.

1697, (80 Eliabeth)  Mario Level (danghternf Thomas Lovet) was borne thi
fourthe day of Janunrle & baptisel ve sixth duy of suog monethe,

1687, Tho: Levet slznd ag ohinrelwarden

1a08, (40 BlEabeth) Nicholus Levet sonne & hole of Wm Levet woas horked ot
Rotherhion ye elght of May.  (This entry bas been Inserted affer the other
onitries wors writton ) ]

1600,  Hafe Levott (sonne of Thomas Lovoett) was bapiized vo thinde doy of
JJutie,
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1602 Marle Lovet (denghter of Thomns Levet) was burlsd ye two & twentieth
duy of Septemb’,

“H‘.El‘-r fohn Tavet sonme of Thomas Levet gent wis nptized ve xxvih dale of

L 11

1007, Jene Levitt deughter Tho. Levit gent was baplesed y¢ ixth dale of Au-
et v

1610,  Poter Levet Sonno of Thomas Loveld gont. was baptized ye sécond dale
of Julbe.

1628/8.  Thomnas Tevett gentma clider was boryed the 17 day of Februarye 17.

1687, Andrewe Gooldhand sl Jone Levith was maryad the 13 doy of Janoeey.

1662, Joane the wif of Andrew Goodhand gonthng was burydd the 81 doy of
December,  [There are otier Goodland anfries)

1609, Fhomis the soone of Mr. Doctor Loevett wis buptined the efghteonth day
al dnly & borne yo 34 day of ye same July:

1660;  dohn Lovett Doct of Lowes married Mary Moto deughter of Fmannoll
himelguut' the 20l of febroary TEG and wiss mieelel st Plomtres tn Notting-
hmiahire. )

Aune Levett danghter of Docte Jolin Levelt borne ot Yorke the 25th of
September 1637 & baptlsed the 4th of Getoher followinge
: Mury Lévet danghter of Docter John Levet baptized the fourteenth of
Jinrye.
1T r’:lnlm o wonne of John Levit hapt s the 28t of JInly
Mris. Elizabeth Levitt burlid yo 11Eh of Novombaor,

LiHg.  Elizabteth ve danghter of Dr. Jolin Levite baptized July 19th.

1844, Willlam Leavet son of Joho Leavet Baptized October ye 6.

1645, Alled the danghter of Joln Leavot Bapuisi] Boptemar the 24,

1846,  Dorvthy the imghtnr of Jolin Levitt Baptiasd Angust ye 56,

149,  Bapah daughter of Dr. John Levit bapilsed Juoe th
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TnesE notes coneernan earty Now England settler, hitherto antraced. Tnomas
Lever was perhaps orn st Melton, newe Doneaster In Yorkshire. This nelgh?
horhood 38 distingtishod by 165 nearness o Austerfeld and Scrooby, the frst
English gathering places of the Mayflower Pilgrims. His early life may have
been spent with an oncle, Balph Levett of Grainshy In Lineolnshire, near Wil
loughby, the birthplace of the romantic Captain Jolm Smith, that Paladin of
early Now England explorers.  Tnguestionably Troumas Lever enme under the
influence of John Wheelwright and Anne Hotelinson, and perhaps of Sir Harry
Vane snd John Cotton, fome types of o Poritanlsm broader than that of Win-
thirap’s colony.

Thus the 11fe of Toosas Lever, o itself noimportant, was Interwoven with
the world-movements of the seventeonth centiiry. It s to ba loped that some
future historian will write In detall the Uves of all the members of Wheal-
wrisht's hrave Combloation, and will clear up many passages al present doubt-
fol.

Y. C.B.



THOMAS LEVET OF EXETER AND HAMPTON

A'stuerisiye fact ahont the early settlers of New England is that so
few reconls were kept of their English homes and ancestry.  Where no
identifying récond has suryived thres conturies of time, a conneetion oan
oiten Ini fraced throogh nelghbors and friends in the first twenty years of
gojourn here.  But somerimes an early immigrant eannot thus be linked
with & group, Then, unless the family name be uneommon, the search
for English aneestry is blind indeed.

The name of Levet is not aucommon, and there is some doubt whether
a conneotion exists between Thomas Levet of Exeter and Haompton and
any gronp of early New England settlers, Thomas Levet was barn in
1616, o8 nppenrs from his death recond and from a deposition of his, made
in 1676 In the case of Drake v, Coleord (Mass. Cr Assts., File No. 1566).
He was thus born in the same year as Willinm Wentworth, Christopher
Lowaon, and Hdward Rishworth. He is first found among the simmors of
Jobn Wheelwright's Exeter Combination of 1684, where lis name ap-
pears hetweon those of Jumes Wall and Fdmond Littlefleld, For we must
regretinlly abandon belief in the Wheelwright Deed of 1620, wlers the
oame of * Thomas Levitt" appesrs as a grantes, with Wheelwright, An-

tin Storrs his brotherin-law, Thomas Wight, and William Wentworth.

his frandulent deed was brouglit forward in 1707 to support the ant-
Masonian elaims, hut its only genealogical nse is to connect the grantees,
between whom n relationship was doubtless at that early date known to
exist.

In tracing the English ancestry of our Thomas Levet, three clues pre-
sent themselves: (1) The tradition connecting him with Wheelwright, the
Hutchinsons; and Wentworth. ﬂ'r*nﬂtwuni Genealogy, vol. 1, p. TH.)
(2) What is knawn of other early Levets in New England. (3) The affi-
davit of Abmham and Nathaniel Drake in 1691, that Colchester, co. Eg-
gex, wos the English home of Levet's wife and, perhaps; of Lever himself,
(ReGisTER, vol. 21, p. S16.)

The Wheelwright-Hulehinson teadition poluts to Lineolnshire, since that
county furnished the entire Wheelwright connection. Lineolnshire s sin-
arly Incking in Levets, though a few references to the name are fonnd,
he will of John Hutehinson in 1644 mentions hie  sister Levitt,' and
Ralph Levet wos o witness: (Recisren, vol. 20, pp. 362-363). This led
Col. Clhester and Hon, John Wentworth to belisve that our Thomnae was
a son of this Ralph Levet. But Canon Maddison fonmd in the Bilshy tean-
soript the marriage of ¥ Ralle Lovit and Anne Hutchinson™ on 25 Jan.
1681/2, Doulstless this Ralph Levet was rector of Grainshy, Linealn-
shire, in 1635, md belonged to the Melton ling, as we shall see. e was
the father of Franeis Levet, rector of Little Carlton; mentioned in the
next paragraph,  But be sonld hardly bave been the fnther of our Thomas
Levot, who was born in 1616,
 In Sufiolk Deeds, book 10, fo, 215, is n desd from John Wheelwright,
22 Oct. 10677, conveying to Richard Crispe ull bis messnage in Maw-
thorp, parvish of Willoughby, Lines, and lands in Burnethorpe aud Hog-
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strope, which were in the tenure of _Julm Banister, and were purelissed of
Froancis Levet, geut., of North Willingham, Lines. This seemed a distinet
clue, but the registers of North Willingham contsin no Lovet entries,
Franvis Lovet, undoultedly the son of Ralph of Gruainshy, was rector of
Little Carlton, Lines, from 1662 to 1711. This wns a Hutchinson and
Thorndike parisgh. (Resisren, vol, 51, pp. 120 of 0.}  The transeripts
of Grent and Little Carlton have been searched, and from 1662 to 1710
those for Little Curlton arve signed ® Fran: Levet, reclor.”  They show
that “ Francis Levett, Clerke, and Elzabeth Muarris ™ were married 10
Dec. 1662, Their children werea:
I, FEraganmrn bapt. at Great Carlton 16 Dee. 1064,
Il A==m, bapt. ot Little Carlton 11 Ang. 1067,
il Raren, bapt. st Little Carlton 18 Feh, 1689 ; bur. 10 May 1674.
fv. Many, bapt. at Litile Cariton 0 Mar. 1670/1 1 m. at Greast Oorlton 23
Feb. 16084 Ricnawp Qo
v. Tnosmas, bapt. at Littde Carlton | May 1678 ; bur. & May 1673,
vl. Rriomann, bapt, at Little Carlton 14 Feb. 1673,/4; bar. 18 Feb. 16734

O 18 Fel 1678 /4 Elizabeth, wife of Francis Levet, was buried ; and
8 July 1711 *“Mr. Francis Lovett, Rect,"” was boried. The will of Fran-
el Lovet is filed at Lincoln (vol. for 1711, fo. 60), and in it he leaves he-

jests to his three sons-dn-law, Michael Johnson, William Eldinor, and
Rhn Harrison, unil to his Johnson and Eldinor grandehildren, The will is
sealod with the arms of the Melton Levotts,

A fow seattered notes exist of other Lincolnshire Levets, The will of
Hobwrt Lovitt of Lineoln in 1565 gives nothing of value, unless the be-
quest to Tsabelln Symkinson connects this Levitt with the Doneaster Simps
kinsons, James Levit was ordained descon by Thomas Cooper, Bishop of
Lincoln, in 1583, At Foston and Allington in southern Lincolushire was
a family of Lovetts, which enn be traced for a generation or two, but this:
gives no apparent dhie,

Willinm  Wentworth of Exeter eamo from Lincolnshire, but waa de-
sepmidod from the Yorkshire line.  Near their aneestral home lived o York-
ghire fumily of Levetts, belonging to the lesser lawdid gentry, seated at
Normanton for some gencrations, and nequiring in the fifteenth eentury a
fnir estate, though not the manor, at High Melton. These Normanton
antd Melton Levetts intermarried with the Wentworths,  Their pedigree®
;[p[m"ﬂ!d in the Visitation of Yorkshire of ]Blﬂ, nuil inprinmrl in Hunter's
Dennery of Doneaster. It has beon amplified by o descendant, Mr, Miloer-
Gihsou-Chllu, in 8 Miscellanea Genpalogion ef Heraldica, vol. 1,§ and isin
part ns Tollows

* It wonld seem possible to construct a pedigres of the Narmnamton and Melton Le=
rults extanding two geuturics further back than the padigres printed horein, Thos
we find in IS s Humowd de Lyvet.  In 12302-1307 lived a Hl’::lmlnl da Lyvet, who
held from John de YVesel the muner of Hooton, Iater Hooton-Levot, as woll'an feen fo
Wickersley and Plekhurng be Is mentioned io Kirkby's Qoost,  In 1827 wo find &
Willlnm Lovet of Hootop-Levet, who murcind Constantia, danghter of ogor de Wick-
eraliy and nddnightor of Richard itz Targis, who with John de Busll founded the
Cistereian Abbey of Hoehe.  In LI57 Jobn Levet, son and helr of William Levet, sold
i Richard Barey of London all his andestral rights fn Roche Abbey.  In 1382 lived
Willinm Levet of Tyls, who was  féolfee of Thomas de Harley, 1o 1420 William La-
vat nnd Hlizabeth his wife lived in Hooton-Lavot. Those Levets sold Hooton-Tovet
to the Olifords, and purhaps femoved o Normanton, whera we find o William Levet
who was sdmltted In LAT to be & tenant of the prior of Bt Jehn of Jernsalem. He it
Is wha hends the pedigres of the Novmunton and Malton Lévotts,

+ Many rocords nleo of this Gimily, incloding (in'n somawhat diferent rarmd] naTiE,
but mot all, of the nhstracts given below on pp. 8-0, have beon communieated to the
sxmme voluine by Mr. Milner-Gibson-Collom.
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LEVETT OF RORMANTON AND MELTON, YORRSHIRE
foss battlad om both sides betoreon thre leapants” heads arased argent.

Anus.—Sahle, o

Wirrtas Levert of Roermanton, 1457 =

]
WinLtas LEveTT

af Normuntoy, 1450, aml coliely of Haohert

== Elizabath, dan. and Rane:uT

of Melton, jirg wxeris, LEE

Syward of Melton

Wu.r.l.wl Leverr
of Normanbon aml Melton

|
mﬂr.:x.mgm. m.
LS GRrgriy o
father of 8ir
Thomuns

= Aung, dan. of

Joln Barnby

|
WisLis Levierr
of Normanton and Malton, . abt. 1600 ;

il 1570 bur, ot Sprothorongh

|
Nionoras Leverr
of Normarton and Meltan, b abt.
e 1588 hir: ot Rothierhan

== Elfzabioth, din. and cobelr
of Willlum Wentworth
I of Sprotharongl

= Aune, dag, of

Hualph West
of ann.nﬂdtg

15i0 ¢

Barn Leverr

of Normanton and Melton,

. bk, 15455 ol 1581 ;
b, ad Melfon

1
= Ellzabeth, don. of AxNe, Jaxe
Greorge West of m Fratels
Tatrnhborongh il Hallom

Angzhiton

K Tnmla.s merr-mhmm ilan,

|
WintLam, bapt. 16745

of Milton, of obert m, Rll:.nj:ncm [‘ﬂnk.l.ri
bupt. 16745 4. Airiin of or Wray ) Sheppard ;
16235 bor, nt Thurcroft . i, s ARG
Melton i 0. 9-1517 Uved at Bentloy
| |1
Roment, hopt. 1676 ; = Frances, dan, of  Caruswine, boapt, 158
. 1653 hut. at Jolin Xalsan m. Wi Strellay
Nursnton of Soyddle s
Ganrryne, b, 16503
a guto thie Levielts
and Hinsous of LA
b 1595 Sorinnton :
Tiaomas Leverr = Muargaret,* Rateir, =  Antie, dag. of
of Tisover, Rotland, | dag, of John  bapt. 1600, | Bdwanl Hutchinson
hapt. 1504 Liullley of Reator of of Alford
v e Leathiey Gralnahy
T B A
Franom LEver, =
i A Reetor of Little Carlton
E o h —
¢ [ e2s | | 7
TR Fome, e Mary, g wnd Parem,y s Juxw, B J00T § . V2T ol
LL1 colielr of boabit, 163 Asdrew Goodband B Auoo
[ ‘ Emmanus d, 1672 of Lincolnshira; ‘
Y ™ Mote of Viear o . 12T
E Multon Cuntley thad g3
Tuoaas Lever of &

Exoter aml Hampton

* Thin mateh T glven by Drooke aml Fuster;
grret L.Iudlui wais poally Thomas Lieyvelt of Suj
rey, in 1616, eaving s will (IN O, C., Uu]m, 118)

3 but T think that the hustmnd of Mar-
who (lied 0 Hast Betelworth, Sur-
wad 4 wildow garet, mls exeeoteix.

|

el

7
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The Tast Levetts Hving at Molton were the chilidlven of the Thomas Lev-
ett who died in 16253, An nbstenct of his will follows, together with the
unswer of lis son Joho to o Clumeery Lilly showing what bocame of | the
Molton Tands.

The Will of Tonoaas Levert of High Maolton, gent., 7 October 1623, 1 give
to my wife Kllsubeth £40, over anil above her portion of my goods.  To Thomns
Levent my son wod helr npparont all glass nmd secling In or about my house pt
Melton.  To lalph Levitt my semond son £20, to be peid within one month after
he shall commaonee Malstor of Arts i one of the Universities of Combeidge or
Oxford.  And wherons 1 hnve o spotiall desire (o bave my fwo yomiger sons,
dulin Levett and Poter Lovetl, to beé eduented and biropglt ip al tholr books,
wherehy thiy be Turnlshed with kuowledge and learnlng o beoome protitable
membors i God's Church or the commonwenith of this fand; T do herchy proy
aud desiee my suid wife, iy elilest son Thomes, and my deeond zon Halfe to be
niding and wssisting to the said Joho and Poter therein.  And therefore, rather
to allore thew to thelr books and to assist thom in their studle, T doo beguenth
to the snlil Jolin Levott £80, to be pabd o bim w'%in ome month afier e shall
taka thie degres of Malster of Arts in Cambridge op (xfond.  [Samo bejoest o
Piter Lovert,] Tomy danshier Jalog Lovetl £40, over and hosides lue portion.
Thit horeests to iy thies younger sans to b mlsed ont of tands b Cadeby pore-
ehased of Mehonl Waterhonse. 1 this devise be Insufficlent 1o law, then 1 do
reiuire my eldest sun to etnslder bow chirgeablo his own edunestion Ll heen
to me and low nmel to the hindraoee of his younger brethren's preferment, and
thersfore 1 do pray liim to give way to this devise. My wife th he exesutrix.
My birethren Hobert Mirin of Thureroft sl William Levelt of Bentley Lo ha
supravidorz, To my-good fricnd Henry Saxton,® clerke, 10s.; In thaykfol re-
metmbrnnes of Gol's blessing by him as & socoplary canse In the Indoctrinsting
of my children.  Proved 1 May 1828, (York Wills, vol, 37, fo. 234.)

Winrrake g, Brrewieiiass, Lavery of el., Bl dated 20 October 1053 = Thomas
Whitnker, exy, will of John Whitnker, Inte of Melton-ou=-the-Hill, eomplains
that John Lovett, Die, of Lowes, heing seized of n enpital messuage there, ditd
oo May 10, 1088, lease the sune to the sald Johs Whitaker for 21 yers a6 £61
pr. an. The sabd John Whitnloers dild continge tenant anil moeh inproved sd.
furmye and continued to pay s rent ot b usdesstood that the sald D, Levett
had conveyed the mevdrsion thercaf to Richurd Berry, Dr In Phislelks, sines
deed., after wo time e did with the consent of Dy, Levett pay the reot (o Tie,

. i Jolin Whitnkers made Jis will and appointed your orstor woild Jokn
Whitneers his son exrs. and dewlsed to your omtor sd, (arme and your orator
pd. vent to e Berry. Do Beroy, dylog aboot Jooe, 1051, demived sil. forme
to- John Fonntaine, EsghF aml sinee then vour ortor s pel. reat 1o sd. Poun-
taine; saving that sometines by consént of v, Levert, Dir, Berry, and Fountaine
your oritor nd bifs father pd. to Thomas Fitewillinms of Doneaster £16 pr.
ani, the luterest o L200, lent on seme small pt. of the farme Uy s, Fitewil-
linms. And after the desth of his sd. futher, your orator being an illitermte
person brought up ooly to hisbamlry, the sl Fitzwlllons, balig an sttomey
imil eften Troder Sheciil for the County of York, repalved to sour drator sl re-
guleed Wim to senle some writings, which le snid were only (o pecure the pay-
ment of sd. Intepest; but now he protondeth they aee Bowds wl. he threntons to
put insult, The sl Fiiewiliaons did combine with the said e Levett {wha
mnrried Mary, oue of the danghters and cobelres of  Emmunuel Mote deed.)
s wilth Anne anid Dorothy Mote, two other donghters of s, Emmanoel Mot
s that Feb, 13, 166k, o bill was drawn by which the sald Anne nud Iheothy
Mote elabmed tha e si. Emnnpuel Mote was seized in fee of the manor of
Melton ol of this farmy; ol upon the marriage of the sd, Mory (o Dr, Levott,
puil bl pgreement to pay £500 to sdo Anne and Povotliy, the promlées wore set-
tled on the sd. Pr. Léevert; hut thesd. Aune and Dorothy letely discoverod that
o JFaly 30, 1645, thedr fatlier eonvered the premisesto sd. Fitewillinms for £200,
Prays writ of subpoos commanding defts. to appenr and sot forth the truth, ete,

o Honry Saxton wus viesr of Conlsbrough from 1618 te 1660 and is buried in Conis-

B i ehorehi.
r::iﬁhn Fountsyno of Melton married Elizabeth, daoghter of Major Jolin Monkton

vk & graod-nices of P Wichard Harry.
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Answer of John Levol, Tir. of Lawes, one of the defendants, & Fohrinry
16638/4 :  Dofendant 000 ot the time meotioned In the B Delleve that le was
selaed of the eaplital messnogs and Innds expresaed (o the Bill as In fees; for bie
il not know that Mr. Empnnee]l Mote had mitel, ooy part of them (o the de-
ferlant Mr, Thomis Fitgwilllams{ and deft. belleveth that Jolin Whittikers,
compis.” fathar, was privy to the mortgmps,  The dedn, lensed aahl ods, sie.,
to Pl aalid Jolin Whittakers, who contloned as suel tweasnt ontil spel time s
Davtor Borrle got ks Intoress In . Thedeft, apon trast shd ageecoment with
Lhe sl D, Berrde (hen b great professte of b= love toothe Levets for My,
Thomus Levet's sake, to whom he did acknowledgs himself beboulden for fha
g{'nmtur purt of his fortunes) dil make o conveyanoe of s mnors amil lands In

elbon (o purk belng fle sahl messonge ol lnnds) with other lnnds T Cadeby,
Wilitethorpo, and Bentloy, nbo the sahl T, Beerlo Tor the scenriig of ot
money he had lont the doft. gr hls heother Thomns Lever, which loans wers
abiut 4800, And Tor the porelmse of the spld lands (i Melton only) deft.
T £10,000 profered Liim by Arthor Tugmam the elder, a5 also by 8ir Juhn Mel-
ton, and lndesd had sold them to the Intter, bt ofterwards bechnss he conld
not get hls moneys o the sd. Siv Jolm desisted from perfocting the purehase.
After, tho sald De Derry (oontrmy w0 the frost reposed in him' eorolled fhe
eotiveysnes and endesvored to ejoct el ete., wmlJobn Fonutgrne his efectsl
the Duft  (Chaneery Proceodings, 10409-I714, Bundle 17, Bridges,)

Thomas Levett, the aldest son and heie of Melton, matideulnted at Lin-
coln College, Oxtond, in 1610, ool procesded DA 1612718, To 1621 he
was entered o o bwreistor af Lineolo's Inn, and he was still of Lineoln's
Innin 1626. According to Fostor's Alwmni Oxonlepses hd wne BC. L.
af Orleans University, 1626,

The Calomlws of State Papers (Domestic), James 1, vol. 11, p. 438,
contain an interesting letter from Motthew Dodsworth o De. More, dated
O Jon TE24/0,  Matthow Dodsworth was elisnecllor to the Pariton Arch-
bishop Toby Mothew of York, and was futher of Roger Didsworth the
sntiquary.  Perhaps Dr, More was Robert More, Puritan viear of Guisley,
whose doughter marrdsd Capte Cliristopher Bevetts  The lotter states that
Dodsworth is willing to sceede to e, More's wish “that Thomns Lavett,
student of Civil Law, mny shire his patent a8 Judge of the Admiralty i
the Northorn Connties, heing an abile and honost man, - It is said that the
offiees of Ulunecllor aml Commissary of the Avchbishop of York are now
for the Tyme dispoyed of, but they say they oo settld in trust for Me.
Laovett, n= thoy Intely were for Sir Tolin Mathew ™ [the Avehbishop's m:]ll.iL.
Before 1688 Thomas Tevett hal moved to Tixover, eo, Botland, o s
hamlet in the smallest conuty of Englaml.  Ters, on 21 May 1633, ho
sued Richond Bollingbam of Ketton {Chaneery Proovedings, Series 3
Bundle 408, No. 95). Bullinglnm was the gramdson of Bishop Bulling-
Binem, and Tl kold the tithes of Kettan to Levetl for tweiity-one yenrs, it
b proviowsly charged the premises with eertain payments, unkoown o
Levett,  In 1639-40 Thomns Lavett was bigh sherill of Rutlandshive.
The State Papess { Domestic), Charlis T, vol. 15, p. 465, contain the fol-
lowing abstract of a letter from him to the Counelly dated 17 Feb, 1608 /40

“ Tpon Deeember 201 vecelved nstructlons for levping the ship money :
anidl, on Januacy 20, tho Lorids' secoml letter, vigquesting me to pay by February
20 such monéys ns Leboald by i (lme bave eollécted. 1 have indn slok hers
In London slice 3actinmns (Novembar 117 Nevortheless T have by my agents

ton Trnmlog my psscismont, aod, I hope, by diligeonce, to belng 10 the whole
money for iy small-eounky by Apell tag™

Thomnas Levett of Tixover is sud in nll the printed pedigries to huve
married g dooghter of John Tindloy of Leathley. 1t is cortain that in
1613 Margaret, the only donghter of this John Tdudley, was mardsl (o
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“Thomns Tiovit, Fea,” who s namnd as son-in-lawe and sapervizor in Joln
Lindley's will, dated 31 May 1618 and proved 80 June 1614, (York
Wills, vol. 34, fo. 144.) 11 this were Thomas of Tizever, it was an early
marringe, for e wos bot ninetéen ot the date of the will, and had taken
his B.AL at Oxford only very recently, on 8 Feb. 1612/18.  Buar this mar-
riare of 1618 wonld permit the birth of onr Thomas Levet in 1616, In
connection with Tutlandsbire it s sigoificant that this will of John Lindley
mentions bis “ecousin Sir Goy Palmes,” who ropresented Rutlandshire
weven tmes in Parlinment from 1614 to 1040, Arthur Lindley, the oldest
son of dohn Lindley, marriel o danghiter of Sir Jolin Gareard, Lol Mayor
of Landon. Two of herslsters morried Linealnshive men, one Siv Jolin
Reade of Wrnngle, and the other Frugeis Hamby of Fothwell. Tt is
eurions to note that the granddaughter of this Arthur Lindley maeried the
son and heir of Robert Hiteh, Dean of York, snid thas a grandson of Capt.
Christopher Lovett; the explorer.

Hunter’s Deanery of Donesster states that Roger Dolsworth, the anti-
guary, * wuk intinnte with Levett of Tixover, who pave him o Churtalary
of the Clunincs of Pontefrnct This was the Chartulary of S. John of
Pontefrmet, imlﬂishm! by the Yorkshire Avchoologion] Society. Oon this
voliume, in Dodsworth's own hand, = the record that it came to him %ex
dont Tomao Loevott de Fligh Melton, o anno 1626-7." Probably Thomns
Levett disdd at Tixover before 1655, for in Dugdali’s Monasticon, of which
the st edition was prioted in 1655, i= an abstruet of o deed coneerning
Roche Abbey with this eaption, *eox autographo penes Thomnm Levek
auper de Tikesover in com. Rutland,”  The porish registors of Tixover
were ineludid with these of Ketton ap to 1740, These have heen
searchad, but no refersnce to Thomas Lavett has boen found.  The regis-
ters hnve suffered mueh from damp, and the ink is so fuiot that mony
pages could not be deciphered.

dobin Lovole, thind son of Thomns Lovett of Melton, was born abont
1605, He wns admitted pensioner at Christ's Qollege, Cambridgo, in 1628,
Peile's Rogister states that e had sbadicd st (‘mmhll{nui‘lt aml Haughton.
He procewded LL.D. in 1633 (per it reg.), sml beeame o somiwhat
eclobrated lnwyer at York, bnt ho seems always to have been financially
embarrasaed,  In 1646 he married Mury, daughter and eolicir of Em-
mannel Mote, who owned the manor of Melton, Theongh this marringe
Jolin Levett apquired n considernble estate, fneludine the monors of Maelton
and Bentloy, clueged with pay ity to the slsters of T wifo, A eplleation
of abistencts of deeds in Topographer and Genvalogist, volo 5, pp. 519526,
hows that by 1647 John Levett had solid Bentloy manor to' Sir Arthur
Ingram, who in turn sold i o Bryan Cooke of Donenster,  The manor
of Melton was offersd to Sir Jolm Molton in 1640, but s he failed to
complete the purchase it went to Dr. Richard Berey, together with the
Lasvett anils fu Bentloy and Cadeby, in satisfaction of Liees soms of money
which Dr. Berry had lent to John amd Thowns Levowt. Huonter's Desnery
of Doneasber quotes many Jotters from D, Berrye  Tooone of them, dated
7 Dye. 1649, he snys that o goneral relense bos been senlod between him
and Lovett; and in one dated 4 Mar, 1650 he soya thot Dr. Lovett lind
promised to remove his wife dod ehildren ont of Melton Hall il 1o yield
possession, with all the demespe linds, Dy, Borey wos the son of William
Berrie of Waleshy, vo, Lineolu, anil was B.A. of Lincoln College, Oxford,
in 1606, ALLA Ifjl.l"l poad IEALedl. 1014, He also obeaind 111'1!111“ L fl'ﬂu.t
Prulog in IEED and Wocms o hov boon o mian’ of moeans, thaagh John
Levett snys wHe wus belioadden 10 My, Thomss Eevett for the greater park
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of his fortune.” Dr. Berry marriod in 1687 Prodence, only danghter and
hoir of the wubappy Thomas Gargrave, amd Hved st Hodeoyd, near Felkirk,
whire he acquired a lurgo estate,  His nephow, Major Johin Monkton, wae
the aneestor of the present Viseount Galway, and of General Robart
Monckton, who was woundod with Wolfo at (Juehec.

On 0 July 1640 James Morley sued John and Thomas Levett for £2700,
for his interest *in cortain cole mined lving in Harraton anil Riccleston,
et Thirham."  Morley elafmed that he had in 1630 sold his interest for
£300 8 yeur for 21 years to Thomns Lowis of York and Thomas Levett
of Tixover, and that thoy had @ acknowledged o statute staple of £3000
in considemtion thereof ;™ that in June 1639 Themns aud Johin Lovett
hiel ngreed to purchase this £300 a year for £2700, but that Sir John
Melton, John Levett, and Thomns Levett combined to deprive Morloy of
his money. {(Choneery Proceedings, Charles I Bundlo M. 46, No. 18.)
This matter of the Hurraton collieries cime before Cromwell's Commitios
for Uﬁm;‘mnndin*]lvll'n 1i81-2, aand on pp. 2127-9 of the Calendar appoars
the: petition of Tlhomis Winy of alt nnd the answer of John Loveit and
Josinh Primate. 'On 21 Jan, 1652/3 % John Lavett, D.CL,, of York"
begi an allowanee for attending on the Commirtes.

Both John and Thomps Levett were probably Royalists, and they appear
on the Calendars of the Committee for Advancing Mouney (pages 769 aud
1142} In each case, heard in 16490-50, both lirothers woroe cited to
appear, but neither appearod, aud the resulting fine was ondered to be
lovied by distress on John Levett's estate,

Ralph Levett, second son of Thomas Levett of Melton, was haptized
at Melton I Jan. 1600,  Following lis futher's wish, he matricnlated at
Christ’s College, Cambrldge, as n pensioner, in July 1617, This was the
college of dohn Milton, and John Wilsen of the First Charch in Boston
klumﬂ dugree there, us did Eavkiel Rogers, the founder of Rowley, Mass.,
and Thowas Jenner of Roxburey, Woymouth, snd Sacn, Ralph Levett
took his BA. oo 16201, and proceeded MoAC in 1624, in which laier
veur be was ordained o deacon ar York, Perhaps e bad 6 curey in

orkelire but he was soon associated with Lineolushire. Tt mny bo that
he know Wheelwright at Cambridge, for thoy were there st the same time,
thaugh "'-riiwllrriii[ht took his M.A. at Slduey Sussex College in 1618, one
year after Ralph Lovett was matrieulated ot Christ's Collogy.

On 256 Jaw, 1651/2, as shown above, *Mr. Rolfe Lovit and Anne
Hutchinson ™ were married at Bilsby.* She was a daugliter of Edwanl
Hutehinson of Alford and therefore o sister of the sedond wife of John
Wheelwright.  Perhaps Wheelwright himself performed tho eeremony.
In 163534  Radulphus Levet, rector,” signs the transerips of Ciealushy,
Lincolnslire. On 8 Apr: 1035, when the former rector, Thomas TTam-
ey, wius bureisd, < Ralph Levite, M.AL"™ was presented to the roctory of
Grabnshy by Fradeos; widow of Sie William Wrayt. (Lineoln Presontation

*Cntion Foater bos founid In the Bildy transeripts some new' data ahoot Jolin
Wheelwright. On 20 May 165 his daughicr Susanns was baptsed ; she it wis who
maiind kdward Rishworth.  On 18 My 1620, the day after Fh.u date of the Whienl-
wrlght deed, Jolm Wheelwright's first wille, Mary Storce, was burdod.  Canon Fosler
Jins nlao found in the transoripts of Hopthaepe, § July 1830, the marringe of Robsrt
Towla and Elldaboth Lavaon, nnl fo those of Willoaghby, 28 Jane 624, the marrigy
of Georgius Dostebarne and Helens Bobinson,

These Wreays af Glontworth weve n notahle Poritan family of Linoolnshine,
originnting in Yorkehive and donnested with the Wentworths and with the Melton
Levetts.  The father of Sir Willlam was Queen Elizabeth’s Lovd Chiel Justicy, Sir
Cheintophvr Wray, who marriod o daoghter of Nicholas Giclington. The Girfingtons
wore lords of the muser of Mumby, and of them John Wheelwelght helid Jadd in

Munnby, Fravdes Wray, a pranddabghiter of Si William, marvied in 140 the omons
8ir Harry Ve, a elong friend of Wheelwright-
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Deods, 1685, p. 25,) The Grainshy transeripts for 1630-87 are miﬂqinq.
That of 1638 is simned * Radulphns Lovet™ and that of 1639 © Raph
Levet,” The transeripts for 1640-48 are missing. In 1649 the sionn-
ture is “ R, Levet, rector.”  The yoars 1650-63 are missing, and the year
1664 is wigned hy Willinm Jackson.  The transcripts show that on 6 July
1638 Thomas Levet was barted, and on 11 Dee. 1688 “ Thomns Levat,
son of Raph Levet and Ann his wife," was baptized.  No recond haa heen
found of this Ralph Levet after 1649,  He wns the father of Frandis Levet
of Little Carlton, for whose marviage and children see p. 6 aliove,

Wheelwright wos dismissed from his Bilshy vieavige in Jannary 1083,
and in 1036, with a party of relativis and fiends, sailed for Nes E'ng'.lnud.
What more nataral than that Ralph Tevett should entrost to his brother-
In-law Wheelwright a near selative, perhaps his only nophew?  John
Levett's answer to the bill in Chancery shows: that he and his brother
Thomus had borrowed £3000 from Dr. Berry on the Muelton estates.
Evidently the family inheritanee was beginning to go onder the hammer
hofore 1640, in which yesr Sir Joho Melton and Sir Adthor Tngram died,

If then wo assume that Ralph Levett of Grainshy did entrust a near
relative to his brotherinlaw Wheelwright for the New Englind ventire,
what was the cxuor degres of r-'.*lntimmﬁip? Lt ns analvee the family of
Ealpb, His only brothers nnd sister were

A, Thomas Levett, the oldest son wnd heir, baptized at Melton 28.July
1594, ( Vide swpre.) My thoory is that our Thomos Levot
was his son, born in 1616,

B. John, born about 1605 (wide l%m]i living in 1665; too young to
have been the fnthér of oir Thomns Lovet.

C. Peter, horn 1610-11.  In Peile's Regizter we find that us the son
of Thomns Levett of Melton he wos admitted pensioner at
Christ's College, Cambrldge, 27 Jun. 1628/8.  Hao had attended
the Rotherham School nnder Mr. Thomas Bonnere Hoo pro-
eecded B.A, 163273, MLAL 1636, and beenmie viear of Cantley,
near Doneastor, where he died in 1672, Porhapsin 1606 he
was vicar of Boynton, en. York, He was too young to have
heen the father of our Thomas Levet. .

v Jdane, horn 1607 ; married in 1827 Andrew Goodhand of Kirmond
in Lincolnshire, near Grainsby, His great-uncle Nicholas mar-
red Judith Harmeis, the sistér of Thomas, who marded Esther
i}ulﬂ!liﬂ!ﬂn. dane Goodhand died in 16352, and is boried ot

elton.

In the next preceding generation of Melton Levetts we find that Thomas
Laevietty the futher of Ralph, lnd only the following brothers and sisters:

A, Willinm Levett of Bentley, Yorkshire, born 1574 § marvled Eliza-
bith Viclkars or Wray (widow probably of Thomas Sheppard), who
died 1035, leaving a will whiu?u mentions dangliter Darothy Shep-
i, grandehild Thomas Shoppand, and nophew Willinm Vickars,
Villinm Levett himself died 1688, Hiz will is not extant, hot
his inquisition post mortem gives a5 his next heir bis nephew
Thomnas Levett of Tixover, and savs that Willlam Levott mada
his will 14 May 1688; in it he feft his lande 10 Sy eoxon
Thomas Levet zon of my brother Bobert Lovet”  Apparently
lie hiad no children and did pot wish his lands to go to s spend-

thrift nephew of Tixover
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B. Robert Levett of Normanton, born 1576 1 married in 1605 Franoes,
dughter of Jolin Nulson of Snydale, o hamlot of Nonnaoton.
Hix children are thus recordiad on the Normanton register ¢

L Haroeumse, dapghter of Robort Lovett of Sopdile, bapt. 30 June
1607 . 12 May 1810,

fi. Tuomas, son of Lenvelt of Snydale, bapt. 8 Sept, 1000,

i, Brganers, donghter of Roliers Levett of Suydall, bapt. 21 July 1811.

ir. Joirs, son of Robert Levett of Suvdall, Dupe. #1 Sept. 10145,

¥. Erzanero, daughter of Hobert Levett of Normantoyn, bapt. 9 Oct.
1617 bitr. 8 Apr, 16325,

vi. Tuomss, son of Robert Lovett of Normanton, bapt, 1 May 1619,
He |= sald in Mr., Gibson-Cullmm's Lavett padicres to bave marrisd
Joanm, danghter of John Jagues of Epworth, co, Lineoln, and to
bavo been the progeaitor of the Normanton Levetts wnd Hansons.

vil, Manre, dunghter of Robert Levett of Normanton, bapt. 8 Joliy 1621.

vill. Ronewr, son of Robert Levett of Normaoton, bapt.. 7 Nov. 1622 ;
bur, 19 Mar, 1095,

ix. Hﬁr‘n. HT nﬁ Rabert Levett of Normunton, bapt. 28 Ang. 1625 ; bur.

Jeb. 1025

x. Aoxes, danghiter of Robert Lovett of Xormanton, bapt. 15 April 1037 ;
bur. 20 July 1627,

xi. Jaxe, dooghter of Robert Levett of Normanton, bar, 30 May 1637,

Roburt Levett himaelf was burial st Normanton 26 Jan. 1655/6.
No will 1= extant.  Acconding to the records shown above e
hiad two sons numed Thomas, of whom one was born o 1604, and
the other in 1619, Tf, ay wos sometines the eise, he had two
surviving sons pamed Thomns, it is possible that one of thom
was onr Thomas Levet: but his brother Willlam, in his will re-
forred to above, lenves his land to Thomas, “#son of my brothes
Robert Levett of Normanton™; thercfors in 1653 Robert had
apparently bat one son Thomas,

C. Cathering Levett, born 1578 mareied Willlam Steolley of Strelloy.

Apparently in this generation there are no possibilities for onr Thomas
Levet, unless we aksume that Robert had two surviving sons named
Thowmnas, and thet one of them was onr ancestor—n rather violent nssump-
tion. The children of this genertion would be cousins of Ralph Levett
of Grainshy,

Going bock one generntion, we find that Raiph Levett of Melton, the
grandfnther of Ralph of Grainsby, il no brothers and bat two sisters,
Anne and Jane,  There are no possibilities here, and the relationship is
moved one degres farther off.

Willinm Levett of Normanton aud Meltan, the grost-great-grandfather
of Ralph of Grainshy, sarriod Elizabeth, doughtér and colilr of William
Wentworth of Sprothorongh. No will is extant. His sdministration is
on file nt Yorle The son and heir, Nicholas Levett, bom in 1524, sor-
vived his own son Ralph nod died in 1598, We fnd ao record of brothers
OT SiEtETS.

Thus in five generations of the Melton Loevetts there is apparently but
one possibility for our Thomus  Levet, namely: he may have been a son
of Thomas of Tixover and & nephew of Ralph of Grainshy, the brotherin-
lnw of John Wheelwright.  The dates for such o theory harmonise go well,
anil the probability of & Wheelwright and Wentworth connection is o0
stromg, that until proof to the eontrary s shown I feel convineed that this
i onr lise.  Could the wills of any of the four sons of Thomas Tevett of

ORANCE CRHNTY CALIFORNIA
GEiNL, L.;.;L'.ua 1 I JGG;ETY
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Melton be fonnd, this theory might be confirmed or npset.  Bat in spite
of u careful sédrell at both prindipal snd discesan registries, no probate

rocendings for any of the fopr sons hove been discovered. Probably

himns il Ralply Levets died during the confused Commonwealth perind,
from 1650 to 166G, But John Levert was living in 1665, and Peter Levott,
wo lknow, died in 1672

In the exbaustive search for Levetts in Lincolnshite and Yorkshire 1
desire to thank my friend Canon ©, W. Foster, editor of the Lineoln Rec-
ord Socjety. Canon Fostor's sngrestions hinye been most hcl;lﬁ:l, and huve
resulted in trocing the Melton Lovetts into Lineolnshire.  With lis oid a
thorough search hos now been made of Lincoln Subsidy Rolls, Wills and
Administrations, Tnetitutions and Presentation Deeds, ata.

Among othor early Levetts in New Englond the explorer, Capt. Chris-
topher Levett, whose Tife has beott so ably writton by Hon. James Phinney
Baxter for the Gorges Soclety, comes first.  He bors the same arms ns the
Malton Lovetts, and the Visitation of Derset in 1628 gives his poligree
(2 Miscellumon Genoalogiea of Heraldica, val. 2, p. 854).  There muy have
been o connection between the families, buy Cheistophor wos descended
not from the Melton Levetts, but from another line, the Levetts of Bolton
Poroy.

'FI:{_: pedigres in the Visitation of Dorset began with Lovott of
Harbord, eo. York," who had three sons, Richand, Willinm, and Pereival.
This undoubtedly mieans Harewool, in the West Riding of Yorkshire,
William Levett of Harewood died in 1369, A Chancery proceeding wus
begun, by his oldest son Matthow in 1570 (Levett v. Levett, Series 2,
Bundle 116, No. 40). It recites that by his secand wife Willinm Levett
of Harewood left fonr sons, Richand, William, Pereival, and Charles.
Theze are undoubtedly the sons of * Levett of Harbord," nnd Per-
cival was the godson anid cousin of Franeis Levet of Bolton Percy, men-
tioned in iz will of 1614/15. Willilnm of Harewood was probably* the
son Willinm mentioned in the will of bis father Richard of Bolion Percy
in 1567, This establishes the following pedigree;

1. Jonx Leverr of Bolton Perey, whose will was proved 1526 (York
Wills, vol. 9, fo. 864), mnrried Acxes

Children :
b Woltrans: his will of 1546 mentlons sons ey, Franeis, Joki.
il Jors, s elerk; aonder 23 In 16263 ndmon. in 1575,
fil. - Romenrr.
2. v, Ricpant, executor of hig father's will.

v. Isamen, m—— KExnalL.
vi. Arsox, m. Ploicmnse.

-

2. Rumanp Levit, of Appleton in Bolton Perey, whose will was proved
1467 (York Wills, vol. 17, fo. 758), martind frst Eries H
aml secondly CoxsTance =

Children by first wife:
1. Hesey, af Appleton; will proved 1807,
8. L Winiaw.
il Earmerism.

*Thore was alsa n branch of the Levetts st Holme il Lund in the East Riding, in
which Miatthew and William were [mmily wames. IL may be that Willlam of Hure-
waoinl exme from this Hioe, Gut their wills do oot fmlicats’ this, aod the montion of a
godsan Perelval Levet in the will of Franeis Lovet seams ta connect the line of Chris-
topher with the Bolton Percy family.
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Iv.  Isamids
v. Rouent,
¥i. Jaues.
vii. BErimx.

Children by second wife:

il Trowvas,
ix. MARGARET.

8. WiLtiay Levierr, of Harswood, married first Axwg 3 and
soeondly Joax Ysovaxpe,  Admon. 6 July 10669 (Dean and
Chaptor Vaennoy Act Book, 1568-70, fo. 165).

Children by fivst wife:
I. MaTrumw.
H.  Emzapprm, m, Winnias Ka
lile  Axsn . Jous Wainpsax.
v, Ravumibise, m. OTHo WaknMax,

Children by second wife :

¥ R, Moyor of Donenster. His will of 1618 mentions only one
son, Williem, Alderman of Doncaster, whase will of 1643 men-
tloms two sons, Bobert and Joln, wod foor daoghters,

vi. Winaa, twin brother to Richard, of whom there ls no further
roeord.

4o vl Pencivar, b, 1560,
vl Cranes, probably of Screylogham, m. Gnacs ANVLEFORTE
Joaw, m. Trosas Usimen.

4. Penoivar Leverr, born 1560, was freoman of York 1581, inm-
keeper, and sheriff of the City of York 1547, He was luried ab
Bt. Mirtin's, Micklegate, 13 Feb. 1625, o married Erzassro
Rornerrontn, deughter and heiress of Alexunder,

Chililren s

I, Manv,bapt. 1681 ; m. Joms Sarrn of Cottingham.

1.  Bunoensonrsr, bapt. 15384 ; d. I684.

i, Guaok, bapt. 16845 m. WiLtoas Toop of York.

B Iv. Cmustoraer, b, & Apr. 1550;

v. Fmervan, merchant of York; hod nine children, bat no ¢hild numed
Thomas.

vi. Axmg m. (1) 1068} Comsrornsn Tormas of Yok, perhaps ondle
ol the Toppans of Wewhory; m. (2) 1627 Jospra MIOKLETTWAITE
of Bwyne, great-gropdfstier of Viscommt Micklethwal i,

5. Carr. Comsroraer Leverrn, born § Apre. 1586 Ho is the well-
Entwn explorer who sailed to New Englond in 1628, and again in
1680, in tho F-:.r!'cupil'in', gl died &t son in 1681, He morriod first
Meroy Mo, doughter of Robert, rector of Guisloy, York; and
seeondly Frasoes Lorrismast, danghiter of Oliver, of eo. Somerset

Children by first wife:
ki BM:L_A;!. hf-': 1610 ; m. Honery Hrvew, rector of Normanton and dean
of York.
i,  Hungcoea, b 1012: (L young.
Il Many, b, 16183 d o 1044, Her will, proved 1644/5, montions
wll her indeed (York Wilks),
v, JF:‘llll:;dnl.;;h B, 10145 rector of Leyton in Essex; m. Bomrn f
Children by seeond wife:
7.  Toormy, b 16175 of West Lydford In oo, Somerset. WHI dated
I;'.r-u. proved 1660, mentlons wife Fropuxor, chifldren Moy and
o,
vi. Eiizapnwri, b 1010; d. anm.
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Thus the line of Christopher Levett contnined no near relative nomed
Thomas. 1t may be that our Thomas Levet was n distant connection, but
this is anlikely. .

Now information eoncorning Christopher Levott's lust voynee to New
Englunid is contained in a Chaneery procecling begun in 1651 by his
widow against Thomus Wreight and Rolert Gough of Bristol, owners of
the ship Pareupine.  The prococdings give in detadl the sailing aeecement
il mention the f;nmt of G000 neres to Levett. .

Coneerning John Leavitt of Hinglinn, Muss, Mo Shelilon Loavitt, Jry,
writed that the edrliest known record appears in Dorcheater, Mass., whore
ln 1684 land wns granted to him by the town.  In 1686 he was mado n
Freeman of Hinghom, where et n house-dot and in the conrse of time
mneh other land waa granted to him.  His fieit wife (possibly, aseording
to Pope, the Mary Lovitt of the Dorchestor Chureh) died at Hingham
4 July 1646, nud he married for bis second wife, 16 Dec. 1046, Sarah,
dightor of Edward Gilman, then of Hinglinm, Mass., and Inter of Excotor,
K. H. For many years he wos p dencon of the ehureh ot Hingham and
a gelectman of the town, which hie represinted for severanl seskions in the
Gepernl Conrt,  Fle diwd in 1601, leaving o will, filed in Boston, in which
hig ealls himself #u toylen aod spells his name as above. Some of his
children moved to Exeter, and beeame thy ancestors of o distingunished
fnmily of Loavitts thers, among whom was Dudley Leavitt, the compiler
af an excellent Farmer's AMmaones T can find no reason for believing
that any eonnection existed betsoen thiewe Toavitts and our Thomas Leves
Poerhaps John Leavitt enmi from the Essex Levitts, for whom see tha
next parsgraph.

The sffidavit of Nathaniol and Abralinm Drake (eide supra) has lod
gome o belove that our Thomns Levol, ke his wife Teabel Bland, vamng
from co, Eesex, In Fssex there were soveral families of Levitis, one of
whichi, the Levitis of Mossing, hul some connection with New England
thiengh the Whites. (Reoisrer, vol. 55, pp 22 efgep) Tt mny be tling
Jolim Legvitt of Dorchester and Hinghom come from one of these Essox
limes, but o careful senrch of Eoex wills roveals oo Thomas Levet wha
could bee our Exeter settlor.  Thomas Levit of Tarling died in 1681 /2,
Teaving a son und grandson, both numed Richard, Wil Lovit of Mos-
ii“i died I 1626, lenving o wife Margarot and soms  William, John,
Richord, and Tsaae. Heory Lovitt of Walden died in 1635, leaving o wife
Lydin and danghter Mary and othor childeon unnamed,  Robert Loveth
of Feoring dicd in 1648, lIeaving brothers Willinm and Thomas nnd sister
Grissell, who lad marisd Ralph Wharton, At Purleigh Hved o Jolin
Lovitt, who' died in 1683, leaving o brother Thomis, a sister Susan, who
marriod Daniel Goodwin, and a sister Mary, who married Willinm Pond.
(Reocisren, vol. 54, p. 348). This Thomas Levit died at Porleigh in
1641, leaving o wife Mary but no ehildren.  His goods wiers boguenthed
to his sisters, Susan Goodwin and Mary Poml.  Robert Levittof Stelihing
died hetween 1638 and 1644, leaving o son' Robert, o danghter Elzalieth,
who murrisd Joha Clemence, and dougliters Elizabeth and Mury, both
wnmarried.  Elizaboth Levet of Theydon Gernon died in 1661, leaving o
gon John and o danghter Margaret,  Joln Lovel of Little Browley died
in 1661, leaving n wife Marget, sons John, Humphrey, Henry, and Chris-
topher, and o davghter Mary,  "Uho wills of several other Levotts are fled
fram 1550 to 1680, but spparently they have no bearing on our problen,

T ., —
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Thus a systematic investigation of those three sets of elues gives no posi-
thve proof of the aneestry of our Thomns Levet of Exeter and Hampton.
The most probuble line is that of Lincolnshire and Yorkshivo, conneotod
with both Wheelwright and Wentworth.

But if Levet were o protépd of Jolin Whealwright, e did gt follow the
Antinominn to Wellsin 1642,  The removal of their pastor scattersd the
Exeter-settlers in that vear, sod in 1648 we find Thomas Levet nt Homp-
tom, next neighbor to Exeter, where his name is signed to a petition aguinsg
Lieut. Willlam Hownrd,

The list of grants and possessions in the old Humpton town records, made
shout 1644, in the beantiful handwriting of Willinm Howard, the town elerk,
ghows that before that dute Thomas Levet hnd minrried Taabel  (Tland),
widow of Francis Aston of Dedbom and Hompton,  The record follows :

II. &8 Hoose lotsand other ground gronted &e. unto the severnl Inbabitants
of Humpton, eompliled Anoo 16,
Taoyas LavirT or HaMPTOXN.

1. & of apland fora hoose 1ot granted unto Fras. Asten the former inshad
of Thimas Levitt's wife, Iving betw. opland of Swmml. Getehell, some-
times Will, Hunton's, before that John Philbroak's to the West, nud the
plund of Thomas Slecpers sometimes Chr. Losons's.

. & n. of upland grovted to Thomas Levitt.

&, 10w upland in the North plan of opland,

4. fn, mendow granted to the above named Fras. Asten, former husband of
Tho. Levitts wife, Iylng between the mendow & marsh of Thmothy Dalton
K.E.. nnd Wil s Hownrd 5.%W.

b, 3 a. meadow haughit of Anthony Tavlor, botw. A, T, & Taylar's Hiver.

6. G n, salt Marsh granted unto him, betw., Widow Husse N., & Will. Mas-
ton 8.

T. 5 a.salt macsh bol. of Anthony Taylor.

Additions to Anng 1658,

B. 5. bought, ted to Edw, Palmer. _

9, Grunted to Tho. Levitt 24 w. swiamp betw. swamp of Sumn. Getehall & Tlno-
thiy Dalton. '

10. &, sale marsh gr, to John Senders.
11 4 &, upland hot. of John Samborne. é""
12, 11 a-snit marsh bevond Falls River.

Tha Korfolk Connty record of the birth of Junes Levet in 1652 enlls
him “won of Thomas and Efisabeth Levitt," but this is n olerienl srrom,
repentad in Pope's Pioneers of Muafoe and New Huampabire. We mn
gately nasome that the only wifo of our Thomas Lovat was Isabel Blan
danghter of John Bland of Watertown and Murtha's Vineyard.,  Joho
Bland was a stepson of Jereminh Noveross, and his mysterions alios of
# John Smith " bas been explained by Dr. Charles B, Bauks, in his Hie
tory of Martha's Vineyard, vol. 2, pp. 41-40. It is possible thot John
Bland and the Hampton Drakes were of Yorkshire origin.

The old pronuncintion of the family nnme was Lovitt, In spelling [t
our Thomns Levet seems to have used interchangeably # Levet,” # Levite,”
and “Levit.”  These are the forms in which the name of Halph Lovete
of Grainshy appenrs: * Levot™ when he signed his nume, © Lovite” whon
gthers wrote it. In the ease of our Thomas Levet the uneertainty of
Colonial orthography is inereased by the fact that apparently he conld noy
write; nnd always signed by o mark, so that bis name wos spelled and
writtem by some one else, It i8 Y Levitt™ in the Exeter Combination,
written by his relative Wheelwright, and also in the record of o deed in
1858, in the “ Wheslwright I.'leeﬁ,‘* the Hampton record of 1644, nnd the
Droke depositions  In signatures of 1654 and 1667 and in the Martha's
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Vineyard power of attorney it 9 ¥ Lovit."!  Tn the testimony in Dreake o
Coloord, 1676, and a jury verdict of 1680 iv 36 © Levet," and so distipet]
in the wills of both Thomas and Tsshel.  In the Humpton petition of Iﬁ&
it was probably also @ Levet™; u copy of this petition 18 in the Mpsss-
chuscits Archives, and in it the serivensr has spolled the nome @ Livet,"

In 1647, whin Wheelwright was eallod to the Hampton choveb, Thomas
Levet wis already there,  He lived fo Humpton nonil his death in 1696,
a quict, neeinl citizen, seldom promwinent in town motters, e wis pochops
i tanner, though the enly desd from hin in the okl records deseribes him
aen # planter,”  He appears in 1884 with Rolert Smith as an appraiser
of the estato of George Haborne or Rabone, who woad one of the Wheal-
wricht group and probably o Lincolnshive man. In 1667 Thowas Lovot
and Godfrey  Dewrborn witnessed the will of Susan, widow of Georga
Hulorne wud then the wife of Thomns Leader of Boston,  Denrborn, who
followed Levet from Exeter to Hompton; was a Lineolpshive mon.

Retsres, vol, 60, p, 808,)  Levet's stepdanghter Tsabel mareial Philip
Towle,* who eame to Hampton whon Whoelwright wes thirp,

Thomas Levet served as selectman of Hampton in 1667 and 1667, and
wis constable in 16684,  He served on severnl juries, and took the onth of
elleginnee to Massachuosetts In 1678, o was “freed from Training " in
1681, probubly on necount of ape or diashility.  Tn 1685, with cighteen
athers, he signed o petition that Heir poll-tae be ababed, biscanse of old
gge, “mnny nhout Eu\'unl]}’, soma nhove cigllt”v. others near ninety, heing
pust labour and works”  In 1685 he signed Weare's petition ngainst Cran-
field,  ‘The Dukes County resords show a power of attorney dated 16 Ape,
1601 from Thomas and Isabel Levet to their son Joln, authorizing him to
deal with lsabel's share of tho Bland estates in Martha's Vioeyand, Ap-
patintly some dispute between Joln Levet and another ¢ohieir, Elins, son
ol Phiﬂp Witgon, wns settled by o division in 1608,  Johu Levat’s nome
in subsernent conveyunees of the Vineyand Lol is spelled 9 Levit” © Lovet,”
and “ Leavit.”  Thomns Levet dled 28 Nov. 1686, < aged nboutt eighty,”
the town recprd Ly, and his will and Ibventory are on fileal f_fuiitlaﬁ'[,
N. H.  (Probate Records, vol, 2 p, 206, and vol. 8, po 1256 An abstract
of his will, dated 9 July 1692, is ns follows

To loving wife the thirds of all lands and meddows, ete., with hooslng con-
venlent during ber 1ife. To wllfa fwo cows, two swine, three shecp, iy brass
ol prter, thie thleds of all my earn.  To son Hekron Levet 100 aores ot the new

lnntstion, €20 Tormerly glven him, and §s. after my decesss,  'To Hegron's son

omins Lovet £10, o be pald ilm at the sge of one aod twonty.  Healdoe 6F
Tands nni honstng to =ons Aretas and Jobn Levet equally, Joho te divide jud
Aretus to choose. o son Ardtas nll in bis honse and hndf the woedges, hall the
erids it suw, and half the tools shont hushendey, with his hoose that e now
lives I, To som [Jobn] Levet the pther half the tools mentioned with all esr-
penter tools nnd lits Wobse and groond. To Son Janmies Levet £10. To (hree
doughtars, Lsabells Towle, Jemima Konowles, and Rezin Toeker, bs, aplees,  Ee-
ntors s wile and son John Lovet, W itnesses : Abealinm Diake, Beor., Abnilam
Denke, Jumr., Hoboert Dirke.

Tnventory, £210.1.0, nelades all tnfldings, housiog, barn, sl honse-lot can-
tafning 10 meves. 16 aeres upland. 26 nores mead and moaesh. B seres apliod
pod swamp, 4 sharis ermmonnge. 60 neves b the North Divislon. 100 nores
In New Plantation.  Appraised by Abr. Dmke, Senr., nod Johin Smith,

* Towle wan pmlmh'li.' # Lineotuwhive mnn, porhops (eom Habrough. Many Towls
weills ira filed at Lineoln, bot thoy thiow oo light on his wneestry, Severnl Towles
are still fiving in Lineolaihine.

F The old recovd ia torn here, so thot it eanoot be definitely stated whether it saya
fnbove" or *about.
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Tsnbtl Lovet, widow, died 9 Feb, 1698/9, aged about 87, and her will
and inventory ure filed at Concord. (Probate Records, vol. 8, p. 165.)
An abetract of her will i3 as follows: .

To dawghter Tshall Tonls one cow, one box of linen, mnd my wenring elothes.
To dunghter Jemims Knowls one cow and ote sheep, To grandehild Sarah
Euowls one !J‘.lﬂur. T lnnghter Kezlah Tucker 128 All my puter and hrass
to bie equnlly divided among my three danghters.  Reslidue to son Jobn Lovet,
aole vxecdtor,  Witnesses : John Smith, Senr., mul Joln Smith, Jone.

Tuventory talken by Thomas Hoby and Joho Toeke; £70.11.9, including * an es-
tate ot Mothes Vinevard.™

The “thres daughiters," Tsabel Towls, Jomimn Knowles, and Kexzin
Tucker, were the three chiliren of Ispbel Bland by her first hushand,
Frunels Asten,

Tho ehildren and grandchildren of Thomas Levet may be arranged in
n pidigree as follows:

1. Toowmas® Lever had

2, 1. Huznox,h, 1044.
B. Il.  Ameras, b, abit, 1646,
4. UL Jows, b, alit. 1645,

6. Iv. Jamms, b, 10 Nov, 1652,

2. Hwznox® Lever ( Thomas'), born in 1044, according to a deposition,
resided it Hompton, and died there 30 Nov, 1712, He was o tan-
ner unil shoemnker,  He mareied, 25 Sept. 1667, Manrua Tavron,
doughter of Anthony of Hampton. ’

n 15 Tob, 1702/3 Hearon Levot and his son Thomss, who like
his fnther was n tanner, made an sgreement by which the son was
to tuke over ull his fnther’s house, tnyards, and lands, and to main-
taln hig father and mother in comfort @ heside what my father shall
got by his practis and my mother by stilling,”  The son also sgreed
tao make ciertnin payments to lis four sisters.  Both father and son
slgned thelr names © Levvit” to this instrument. (N, H. Decds,
vol. 13, p. 287.)

Children s
I Lwpia® b, 5 Ang. 16087 m. MeErmmmosmeTn Saamons.

il Joux, b, 26 Nov. 16707 m. Siean Honos, daughter of John.

I Jasees, b, and d. 1678, .

v, Moses, b, 30 Jan. 167004 m. Maey Cane

v, Twoaras, b, & May 16773 m. Errcsnern Atsixsox of Newbury, daugh-
ter of Joln and granddanghtor of Theodors Atkinson,

v Many, bo20 Oct, 1678 m. Cary. Bexaames ‘Tnoscas, son of James
of Idover,

vil. Amcarr,

vl Binamr.

8. Ameras® Luver ( THomas), born about 1646, resided at Flampton, and
died there 14.Jan. 1789, He murried, 1 Aug 1678, Rura Steeres,
daughiter of Thomne, an unrlr gettler of Hampton, He was a fnr-
mer, and sorved in King Willlam's war.  No will or inventory of
Arotas Lovet has been found.  On 25 Dee. 1710 he conveyed to
his sons James and Thomas eertain lands ut Hampton, The estate
of Thomas Levet, the father, was finally divided in 1725 by Sergt.
Jnl;xrx‘:[.-ﬂvun nod James, the son of Aretss, (N 1. Doeds, vol. 74,
p. 154.)

Childlren :
L Lormsn? (n dsughter), b, 1670 d. 1684,
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I, Errsnerm, b. 16807 J. 18894,

il Muorrines, b 5 June 1682 ; m. Rongny Rows of Hempton, .

Ive laxees, B 16835 e (1) 20 Feh. ITIT Axy BeackerT, daughtér of
Capt. Anthony+ m. (2) Haxxan :

v. Toomas, b, 15 Jan. 1086/0; m. 24 Nov, 1714 Epmanegra Loonm,
danghier of Nathaniel of Humpton.

vi. Hlvesnwrm b, 2 Ang. 16005 m. Jasves SaMmuons, son of Nathanisl.

vil. Rorm, b 19 Mey 1093 m, STErniEx SasMpouy, son of Stephen.

4. Senoeaxt Jous® Lever ( Tlomas®), born about 1648, died 1726,/7,
e murried Deuveriasce Rowre, granddanshiter of Henry Robie
of Hompton, of the family of Robie of Castle Donington, Leices-
tershive,  He served in several campaigns against the Indians, His
will, dated 23 Dee, 1726, s filed at Uoneord, N. H. (N, H. Wills,
vol. 7, p. 638), and leaves to wife Deliveranee the improvement of
his estate 5 to danghter Deliverines, at age of 18 or ut marriage,
onehialf the estate s i sho has o male hele her share Is to go to im
if mot, it 5 to go to John Levet, son of “consin™ Thomas and
gramdson of Arotas, The estate, inventoried at £1029, incloded a
halberd aond some books:

Chidld :
L Deuveaxes? b6 May 1719 m. Jenesman Crocen of Sallsbury.

5. Janes® Lever ( Phoma'), born 10 Nov. 16562, died nt Portsmonth,
N, IL, 4 Apr. 1718, and Is buried in the Point of Graves Cemetery
theve.  He marred about 1632 Saran Pastmnce, widow of
Neliemiall of ﬂnﬁﬂ'lu.;?’ und Portsmouth, # brother of Governor
Williwm Partridge. ar maiden nume doss not appear, but she was
o kinswoman of Anthony Elling an early setiler of Portsmouth,
wh in 1668 comveyed land at Portsmouth to Neheminh Partridge
aud bis wife Sarab, ¥ my kinswommnn."

Littlp hns been known of James Levet, perhaps becanse ha left
no clifidren, but he wis the richest of bis family. In 1668, it the
e of sixteen, he removed to Portsmouth, then the most aristo-
eratie settloment in the new provinee. There he was the clerk of
Henry Dering, a Portsmouth merchant, and befors that o tnvern-
kewper ot Hpmpton,  Dering soon removed to Boston, bt Jimos
Levet remained st Portsmouth.  His name was generally spelled
“ Lovet," that twing the wsual pronunciation of the nume, He
was 2dleotman of Portsmouth in 1696,/7 and again in 1708, r.lapug
sherifi.in 1684, coroner in 1607, and constable in 1708. In I7
lis wus overseer of the will of Roger Rose. His will, dated 1 Apr.
1718 (N, H. Wills, vol. 10, p. 5), leaves all his property to
wife Sarahy anid is witnessed by Thomns Beck, Jry Elizabeth Fur-
bor, nnd Ann Barn.  The widow Surali Levet made her will 10
Nov. 1788 (N. H. Wills, vol. 14, p. 421), leaving bequests to
gramlzons Nehemish Partridge and William Partridge, to grand- -
dnoghters Sarah MeBride and Abigail Chapman, to grest-grand-
duughters Saral Partridge and Abigail Partridge, to Saeali Braugh-
ton, danghter of Abigail Chupman, to great-granddauchter Sarah
Beek, 1o granddaughter Mary Beck, to Mary, wife of Nehemiah
FPartridge, and to Mary, wife of Williim Partridge. The residue
she loit to Samael Beck, who had married Mary Partridge. Her
inventory is 4 long one and includes a silver tankard.
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ADDITIONAL ROTES OX THE LEVETTS OF ENGLAND
M Bholdom Lesvitt, Jr., hoas iyl a gearch mode st the Colloge of Arms, the
Tesults of which e has dllowed me to pornsd,  Io appears that there aco lve
Levett fumilies among English armopinl familless (1) The Levetts of Norman-
ton nod Melton.  {2) The family of Christoplor Levett. {3) The Lovetts of
Braffrilslire, descended Trom, Willlam Levelt of SBaveroake, Wilts, throngh 8ir
Richard Levett; lord mavor of Lowdon in 1707, (4) The Levetts of Busfex.
(5) The Lovetts of Chester.
erliles thiese armorinl Lovetls, and distinet from the Hines tmeed in the fore-
golng artlele; T have the following notes on English Levetts :
LEVETTS OF SUFFOLK
Huomphroy Levett, of Thelnetham, Sufolk, yeoman. IHis wife Bridget and
gon and helr Jobn Levett sued 19 Nov, 1003 Jolin Halman, €onand el of Bobert
Hulminn, lnte of Swalham, Norfolk, (Chancery Froceedhoes, Charles T, Bundle

L 88, No. 7.)
LEVETTR OF LEICESTER ARD RUTLAND

Jumoes Tavyit of Melton Mowbray, o, Lelcoster, mercer, born ot Whissens
dineg, eo. Rotland. Wi dated 20 May 1597 and proved 5 Ool. 1500, Sons Rlch-
ard, Matthew, and Edward ; danghters Alice Ward and Halen Newhall; brother's
son James Levyte,  (Petorborowsh Probinte Registry, Year 1600, No. 50.) His
own son Blehard died In 1638,  (Adm. Poterborough, 16385 Junes Levett of
Melton Mowbheay, Gent., o 1628 sped John Pendock and obiained juilErmnﬂt on
Pendock's lands in Tollerton, co, Notts,  (Ohapeery Procecidings, Charles I,
Bundlo L 48, Na. 47.)

James Lovett, the yonneer, of Whissondine, co. Rotlond, evidentiy o eons
nectlon of the Loavetts 6f Melton Mowhedy, In 16460 sued Lig sister Aonne, wife
of Btephen Clarke the younger, for money whicl he had barled In his parlor ot
Whitsundine before ho énlisted In the Parlinmentary army o 1642, (Chanoery
Procecdings, Charles I, Levetl o, Clecke, Bundle L1, ¥o, 12} George Lyveth
of Whissendine in his will of 14 Bepl. 1610 mentlons son James.

Richard Lovite of Helpringham, eo. Lineoln. Wil dated 28 Des, 1717 and

virl 8t Lineoln 1717718, Wile Anne; danghters Muary, Anne, wnd Elizabeth;

othor Willinm Levitt of Whissendine, eo. Rotlond. (Linooln Wills, 1717, To. 87.)

Thimas Levite of Fmplogham, oo, Hotland, Wlacksmith, Wil doted 19 Jan.
1671 and proved ot Bmpinghom 2 Moy 1672, Sons Charles, Georgs, Bohert,
Jolin, James, nad Willlnm,  (Llseoln Wills, Doan and Clhaptor, 166671, fo. 307.}

LEVETTS OF NORTHAMPTON AND LINCOLN

Jumes Levitt of Stamford Baron, co, North't., blncksmith, Wil dated 28
July 10581 and proved & Oct. 1631, Son Joling son Junes (A minor) ; danghters
Ellfrabeth, Mary, Dorothy, Penelope, Saral i brother John Levitt; father-in-law
Edwnrd Bllington, (Conslstory Court of Pumﬂmr{mgh,g

John Lovitt of 86 Martin's, Btamford Baron, eo. Northton,, gent. Wil dated
0 Det. 1681 and proved 0 Moy 1632, Wife Mary ; sons John sl Bobert ; duugh-
tor Frances ; lund in Deepling Fen, eo. Lincoln. . (PocL O, 80 Cottle.)

Jotin Tevitt of Stamford, co. Lincoln, Wil dated £ Tano 1663 and proved ot
Lincoln 17 Aug. 1663, Wife Jade ; sons John and James ; John aod James, sons
of hrother Bobert Levitt.  (Lincoln Wills, 1868, To. 481.)

LEVETTS OF CAMBRIDGE

Franees Lovit of Nowton o tho Isle of Ely, yeoman, Wi dated 14 Feb,
1618, Wife Temperancej son John (o minor) ; deughter Anne. (P OO0, Th
Lawe,

Wllﬂu.m Levit of Caxton, co. Cambeldge.  WiHLdated 12 Dee. 1649 anil proved
2 Muy 1050, Wife Hose; son John; donghter Moryp danghter Anne Cole.
(Archdeaconcy of Ely. Book i)

Robert Levit of Hoddenhom, op, Cambridge, gent, WL 20 Oct. 1670, Wife
Eatherine; son Willlam ; dugghter Aone Jenison, widow; dunghtor Alice Levitg
land in Hoddenhmy and Witcham. {Archdeaconsy of Ely, book 10, fo. 188.)

LEVETTS OT MIDDLESEX

Jolin Tevett of Whitechapel, co Middx., tallow chiandler, exr. of will of Chris-
topher Bwayne of Yorkshire. (Chaneery Proceedings, Oharles I, Swayne o,
Taevett, Bundle 812, No, 50.)  In 1643 Sarah Levett, widow of John Levett, Jr.,
Inte o City captain in the Parlinment’s sorvics and slaln at Newhory, soed her
father-ln-law, John Levett, Sr., who roplied thet his son Jobn had married Sarah
without his father's km:-wle&;ﬁ,bhul In splte of this the father had lent him large
sums aud had laken him into own buslness as o tallow chandler,



