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Swedish Colonial Society 
Netherlands Society of Philadelphia (Paet V Pres) 
Sons of the Revolution (Paet President N. J.) 
Sons of the American Revolution 

The Historical Society of Pennsylvania 
Camden County Historical Society (Trustee) 
Gloucester County Historical Society 
Salem County Historical Society 
Staten Island Historical Society 

The Society of Colonial Wars (N. J. Registrar) 
Huguenot Society of New Jersey (Chancellor) 
Huguenot Society of Pennsylvania 
Huguenot Society of Waohington, D.C. 

ELMER GARFIELD VAN NAME 
230 BELLEVUE AVENUE 

HADDONFIELD, NEW JERSEY 

TEL£PHONE1 HA 9·6777 

Genealogical Society of New Jersey 
Genealoaical Society of Pennsylvania 
National Genealogical Society 

October 5, 1963. 

Dear Miss Vestal: 

At the Historical Society of Pe !Ula. I looked at the 
index to the Pennsylvania Magazine of History and Biography. and 
found: 

Vol. 7, p. 419n (1644) Jan Matson, soldier. 

Vol. 8: 157. Nils Mattson is mentioned. 

Vol. 17;85. Anthony Nelson had 180 acres in N.J. 

Vol. 30:287,285. Andreas Sandel married Mary, daughter 
of Peter and Maria Matson, born l682 (of Mantua Creek 
(N.J.), died in Sweden, 1739 

Vol. 37:208. 
1752 

Peter Matson, Constable, Gloucester County, 

These might well be compared with Peter Nelson and 
Peter Long. 

OF?Ar~ ... ··: ~:.:· r~ ·"1: : :"., r·~ . -. 

G··- -···-··. ' .. 1,.): 5t1·1; '/ ! ·,4k 1'1-0....,°' , . ,.,.,, ,_.,. ' ' . .. ' •• J __ J I , • t ! 'ic_• Li 1 a· ···-, ·· · .. ,.~.t ~, · ) ,1. i \JI/) 
'\ nL l.ill.;AL SOCIETY"' 
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)1IM d .f_ . 
( J.ss a rtha J.) Cline 

adison, lisconsin 53705 

Dear . tl.ss Cline : 

Corona del jar, California 9262.5 
January 4, 1965 

I ' m sorr.11 to oe so extre.nel.y long in answering your letter but I'm 
oretty well snowed under with e;enealogical correspondence. 

The .ia ts on line is one on which I haven' t found too r'luch as yet as 
there seCJls to be a conflict in the WI.ta. I found a note in nJ3 
cousin ~rl Lavis ' l!laterial as follows : "In course of ti.'11e as country 
.;eca:ne setUed a .ford was estaollaned on .... chuyilll and as it lay partly 
on this tract it received the na.'Tle ·latson' s Ford. A b:ildgc is now 
built over the spot , at Conschehocken and is called the datson' s Ford 
uridge. Conjecture : .nls tatson - largaret (Long?) or (Andries?); 
son John .ia.tson, Sr. ; son John .atson, Jr. ; dtr Iannah .:atson 17J2 
Charles Davis. n There was no indication as to where the ~tson • s Ford 
was.(~,~~ 
I have received a copy of a oook from a -iian who has done a lot of 
study on Anthony Nielson which indicates th4t the atson generations 
followed the prevailing practice and after 9ne in thls countrJ took 
the name of Niels son, his descendants were laiown as ~ielsons rather 
than !latsons - if thls is true , it leaves us nowhere! as ~we show 
three generations of l·latsons following ·r11s. Jh:;i.t little data I had 
collected prior to receiving this book indicated that John .Jatson , Jr. 
h4d three orothers Peter who :narried catherinc .~I)() 2-16-1674, 
Mthony, and i·ia thla.s, and that he had a sister, naine unlmown , who 'llarried 
Anthoey ~~eolson. This doesn ' t stand ~ in view of the Nielson oook. 

What I do have in niy records on Hannah, shows that she was the daughter 
of John 1atson of !erion and she married Charles IP.vies 12th month 9th 
daJ 1732/3 old style. They had 8 children--one daughter , Eliz~Deth, 
married Tho11as Vestal , and ny line is Vestal fro'Tl th.en on. 

Charles .:llvies uas )Orn ca 1706 1n .fales , the son of either (jha.rles or 
Joseph (brothers); one was a wealthy wine merchant and the other a lace 
weaver. Charles was oound out as an apprentice o;t his nother in the 
weaver' ~ trade. He secured passage to America without his ~other ' s knowledge 
ltaad~sa,imi11Ii1Mteaipera2~ 1~0S lndOh.aBgeeevi~cHolrt>beCaoibdita;pi,;lnha.& pa.esage 
October 2.5 , l<.312 , in the same county. 

If ~ou want data on the children of Charles and Hannah I will be glad to 
send this to you - but the Matson infomation is still to be found since 
the Neclson .)()Ok upset my few la.tson records. I am curious as to what 



your line is that has a John Hatson in it? The other names involved in 
the marriages of Charles and Hannah' s children are Chamness , Kno.ic , 
Cox , .foffitt , Osbom and '.fill.iams. 

Sorry I can' t be more helpful - some day when I get the Vestal book 
re-copied and finish typing the first draft of the Crooke oook, I hope 
to delve into so~e of these collateral lines more i'ul.ly - out the 
Swedish llnes , lrl.th their changes in name from one generation to the 
next are alw~s difficult/ and I orooaoly will have to have so.ne pro
fessional help on the .. tsons. 

I am returning your form , unfortunately, uithout adding anything to it • 
I notice we have different dates tor the death or Charles J:avis - where 
d id you get yours? ! copied mine from &rl Davis ' book and have never 
made any attempt to verii"y it. 

· Thanks for writing me. 

P. S. Now that I ' ve found your enve p in this mountain of material 
I see that youru lrs. A. L , so I apologize for addressing 
you as Hiss ! Al~o, I can' lnd the Nealson book right now out as 
aoon as I do I will s ou the earzy .·.atson line out of that to 
see if it helos y 
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Mn. A. L. Cl1ne 

Maclison, Wisconsin 53705 

Deer Mrs. Cline: 

Col'Olla del Mar, Cal.~ornia 92625 
Jauuar7 5, 1965 

After I seeled 1fl3 letter to you yea~ nening, I fO\md t.he materiaJ. I was 
looking :f'or, but <lac1cled to write you again~ aa it vaa pretty late then! 

"Matson research by Loui8 T. Pa\Jne, on the :tkltaon ~, 1954. 1641 H1stor7 
ot Cb.eater Co., Pa., Fut.hey a. COpe p. 11 Swedish records in StocJdlol'ij; third 
n.pe4j tion on the Kalmor Uyckel an4 Chari ta& l64l Rindrich Matason. 

J.643 1he SVedea on the Delaware, A111mdhta Johnson 1915, p. 147 It appears tbat 
tw or three colonists who CamB to Amriaa on the 'hma and Swan• were b'om 
JlinJand, an4 John Matson, and t.he noblaaBD xmrt and Per Lilgehok wore among the 
passengers. Arrived in Dal. end ot Jan. 1643. 

1663 Jliatory of Delaware Co., Pa. Dr. Geo. Smit.h J.862 p. 483 Matson, Niels or 
Heels, b in Svedon wa en earl.¥ SVe41ah settler. 

1674 ''Where i>a. Jliator:r Dcpn, lifllU7 D. Pe.mu 1926 p. 221. At Senemt"n&1D8 at other 
s14e at river records ot Gloria De1 Church: Peter Matson 2-J.6-l.674 catherine 
Bambo -- El.U.,., b 2-T-1678; catheriDe b 12-29-1679; Maria, b 5-11-1682; Feter b 
5-Zf-1685: Mathias b 8-12-1688; Margaret b 2-1-1692 John b 6-14-1694 Jacob b 
5-25-1691 

1688 I believe that in p: l.688 llila Matson had at least 3 sons and l dtr as toJJ.ovs: 
Bila Matson • Margaret; John; et.er 'Who m catherine Rambo; Anthony; dtr who m 
An-thoJv Neeloon; probably another con or a brother Mathias. 

1712 Hiator.r imtgomcry Co. Pn., Wlll. J. Buck 1859 p. 26 Bila Matson vas a native 
ot Sweden and vel",1 probably tbe ancestor of John Matson mentioned in list 1693. 
Latter ia reprosent.ed as having at that time a :f'emily of ll persons. One ot 
the mmies, very likely a son moved into Upper Merion 1n 1712 where he took UP a 
large tract ot land fronting in the Schuylldll lying 84.Jacent to townah~ at Lover 
Merion." 

Notice - the above item says that a Jahn Matson in l.693 had ll persona 1n t~ 
am th1.8 could be our John, Jr., the father or B'lmneb1ttT I don't knov who Louie 
T. ~e 1s or~ - t.h1s WBS Ju•t the way I copied it tram Earl Dens' records. 

Jn a book called twel.ah SettJ.ement ot Pmmsylvania" by Charles H. Brown.1D8, Phila. 
lb. J. Cmpbell 1912, p. 566, 567, I copied "it '111!:3" be seen trcm the i'olloving 
lists Ol"Clll the records ot the sumeme11 ot people buried at the Merion meetine 
house trm the year 1705, that there were tew Welsh names, and that thie meeting 
had ceased to be purely one of Welsh J'r1eD4B twenty-five~ after its toundntion, 
and suggests t.he quick ass1milat1on ot the Welsh encl Eogliah temiliea • • • Matson." 
I thought tM.a might be an imication that the Matsons were Qlekers but pemaps 
people ot other ta1 the were el.so buried there. 



!he book I Nferred. to 1D mr other letter was "Alrt.hoDr' melaon, Seventeenth 
emtur.r PemlQ1Wlda am1 Bew Jeme:f aml same of Jli& Descem'eata0 

"" Klmm-
Ga.rfta14 va 1ra1e - Jl'ddmltlel4, m.J. 19'1. 9d.s starts out td:t.h lteals (lW.s) 
lfatason wllo aniwi in 1654 in Kev swe&m iur1Dg the Snd!.8h occupation of 
the Del.a1raN li"VW. Ke tied after - 31, 1693 ill Gloucester oo., wen mev 
Jeree:f. Bis vi:te•s ume 1f88 ~. Heals tf8S a m1llwrig1lt fnm Bax l'anl1lalla 
(near stookholm) Bweaen • left GotheDbuza Oil l't'b. 21 1$4 OD the "Ozn" -had a 
.ter.rible tr:t.», Vl'801m4, ~t 1J10D b7 "'1rldSJl :pirates, ete. (100 o£ 111e 350 pammaera 
cU.ei on the ,,.,.). ID 1683 ~ MatUoa 1188 'V1e4 as a witch ad I am 
enaloaiDg a caw ot the poaeaftngs s1D.ae l t1dDk iou v.111 nmt it iDt;erestiDg -
1UJ.8 ami ~ bB4 a san AtrthoJw mal t1dB 18 the one thiS book ill about ~ -
he vaa call et .ADtJumy Keel son as the SOD of Dee1a or liils amt his 4escemlarrtm 
'Wt1'e all ma1ams, theD. Kowever, 1D one piace 14' sqs ADtJrmv' we1son, alias 
J.ollg, amt Rr. van lfame sas.a. t1dB m.1.gbt be81' out the little note that I ha4 
that Bila' v1:te MID'pret ws either a Ions or an Amlries. Also' ill the !ax 148' 
or J.6T1there1188 a "ueles Matsen• tG1l.cftla1. 117 "aathmW matson t4deh Hr. 18 
- sars 1f8S ~ usel becauSe of the Englt&h 1nf'luence. Another 
reterenee 8a7S n~ Helson LOug had a servant ••• " 

ID Mew' 31, 1693 :ln the census ·ot heads aZ Sve41ah :tamll1es there were liBted 
"neipbor to1lov1ng ne1gbbor0 "Jeter JJBlbo, Otto Dalbo, Johan Matson, ADthmv' 
J.ollg, Biel.a Matson, etc. ff Mr. van lame cloes not list 8lV" other chilc11'en - Sa 
a letter to me Clateil October 3, 3$63, he Ba!4 nx felt fortunate 1n 'being able.· w 
-est&bl1sh that Hels Matson was the father of ~ Nelson. '1le1'e vere other 
?fatsons in. the ana.1 but :t did not 4etemSD.e their relat1ozH0dp, 1f _,-. D :Ls 
~ :poss1ble that Jle1s had other chil4ren liho continued to use the name 
Matson. 9aere wa a Peter Matsson Dab.1.bo. I am to1c1. that h1I v1l1 was w.ritteu 
b1' Rev. »r. atataan, his scm-:lll-lav. Jut AOl'elius sap that Mats Matison was 
Bev. Mman • s father 1D lav (page 315). see a.18' 'John l'emi!'ilt" 'b1" P.raDk B. 
stewart, »• 38. I c114 not find the maiden name of Nels Matsoa•s vtte. tou m
Ucate that it m.1.gbt have 'been Long or Jm4r1es. 911s ma:1 giw some sigD1ficanae 
to the ftct that ~ lielsoa was oallei' auas Lons'! Your :lntcmaat»n tbat 
llels' ctauPter JDaftiea .ADthoJW m&¥ 'be a ~inter,pretation ~ the statemen't "1' 
~ that An~'s wife was her c1aug'b.ter. Sile ~ meant a&aghter-!n-lav. 
:rt JEennab Matson (Davla) 1f&8 mar.rie4 in l 132 ell4 tied !n l8l2 she llllSt haw li'Vell 
to be about 100. Amt it JOlm, Sr. aml ~ (1iho wed 1674) were bl'Ot!ten ~ 
~ (2), 1iheD Jo>m, Jr. 1fOUl4 '8 tit a 1eter genentiOn than them. voal.cl Ile 
not haw to 'be in .cez. to tatller Dnu1a (Dnls)t 911s 1IDl1l4 ma1re ~ an4 
Petezt unolea at John ;rr., mt b1'0tihers, aa 1011 sq." 

9lel'e 1a a pmt aeaJ.. Gt matmi.a1 in Mr. vanliam6 book 1411ch cloeadt seem to· 'be 
~ helB to 1is - :r: 1JBS mwlh ~to ftml out tba-t Mr. van mame 1s a 'f:o»
f'JJ&ht genealogist "1o ~to the !fa1;jQnal Genealoglcel Sooletf' palJlicaUcms 
ad so on as he 414 send me a lot et materlal amt wul4 ODl1' take a Clollar ft*' 
Ja1s little book amt I knDv it is vmt1a a lot more thaa tha't. an I peas he "'1St 
1l8Dte4 to be m.ee to an "amateur'! 

there 1B one otller JOSatl>l e soune or lafm:ma'1oD that I know ot - a Porter a"'8son, 
Br.D 2, tfatel!oo, Bev Yon, wro'8 me ill 1962 ottering to dleck mcoras tor a do11•r -
l laa1ND'1; evw &me t1d.a as I'w 'beaa so 1Ju87 on lf41 other names - he sara Jae Jaas 
"110,ooo Mattesoa NC01'48" ao lllWbe we *-'ii get 1D touch vlth him! 

lCr lmloll hour is over ao llllSt stop - hoJe thiS is or some hel» to 1=• 


