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Member of Haddonfield Historical Society Holland Society of New York

New Jersey Historical Society American Swedish Historical Foundation Netherlands Society of Philadelphia (Past V Pres)
The Historical Society of Penngylvania Swedish Colonial Society Sons of the Revolution (Past President N. J.)
Camden County Historical Society (Trustee) The Society of Colonial Wars (N. J. Registrar) Sons of the American Revolution

Gloucester County Historical Society Huguenot Society of New Jersey (Chancellor) Genealogical Society of New Jersey

Salem County Historical Soclety Huguenot Society of Pennsylvania Genealogical Society of Pennsylvania

Staten Island Historieal Society Huguenot Society of Washington, D.C. National Genealogical Society

ELMER GARFIELD VAN NAME
230 BELLEVUE AVENUE
HADDONFIELD, NEW JERSEY

TELEPHONE: HA 95-8777

October 5, 1963.

Dear Miss Vestal:

At the Historical Society of Pe nna. I looked at the
index to the Pennsylvania Magazine of History and Biography. and
found:

Vol. 7, p. 419n (16l)y) Jan Matson, soldier.

Vol, 8: 157. ©Nils Mattson is mentioned.

Vol. 17385, Anthony Nelson had 180 acres in N.J.

Vol. 30:287,285. Andreas Sandel married Mary, daughter
of Peter and Maria Matson, born ¥682 (of Mantua Creek
(N.J.), died in Sweden, 1739

Voé. 37:208. Peter Matson, Constable, Gloucester County,
1752

These might well be compared with Peter Nelson and
Peter Long.
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Corona del 'ar, California 92625
January 4, 1965

ywks d-K

(a8 ‘mrtha G.)Cline

adison, Wisconsin 53705
Jﬁlr c'ﬂ.ﬂﬂ Elml

I'm sorry, to e so extremely long in answering your letter but I'm
oretty well snowed under with genealogleal correspondencs,

The /@atson line is one on which I haven't found too much as yei as
- there seeus to be & conflict in the data. I found a note in ay

cousin Sarl Iavis! materlal as follows: "In course ol tlse as cowntry
secane settled a ford was established on Schuyilll and as it lay partly
on this tract it recelved the nase fatson's Ford, A bkldge is now
cullt over the spot, at Conschehocken and 1s called the Hatson's Ford
dridge. Conjecturs: Nils Matson - mrgaret (Long?) or (Andriss?):

son John Matson, Sr.; son John Hatson, Jra.; dtr Hannah iatsen 1732
Charles I.hvia. Thers was no indicatlon as to where the /atson's Ford

was, (M, M)

I have recelved a copy of a book from & man who has done a lot of

study on Anthony Hlelson which indicates that the ‘atson generatlons
followed the prevailing practice and after one in this country took

the name of Niels son, his descendants were known as Hislsons rather
than Matsons = if this is true, it leaves us nowhere! as fwe show

three generations of Hatsons following liils. What little data I had
collected prior to receiving this bﬂnk indicated that John atson, Jr.
had three trothers Peter who married Catherine fambo 2-16-167%,

Anthony, and Mathlas, and that he had a sister, name unknown, who married
Anthony lesalson., This doesn't stand up in view of the Nielson book.

#hat I do have In wy records on Hannah, shows that she was the daughter
. of John atson of Herlion and she marriad Charles laviss 12th aonth 9th
day 1732/3 old style, rw had 8 children--one daughter, Slizabeth,
narried Thomas Vastal, and my line 1s Vestal from then on.

‘Charles Davies was born ca 1706 in Wales, the son of elther Charles or

* Joseph (brothers); one was a wealthy wine merchant and ths other a lace
weaver, GCharles was bound out as an apprentice Ly his mother in the
weaver's trade. He secured passage to America without his mother's imowledge
Thadddsadisiilodehphia2fy 1905 mmmmwumhummn;p&nhu ddedage
Octover 25, 1812, in the same county.

If you want data on the children of Charles and Hamnnah I will be glad to
send this to you = but the Matson information is still to be found since
the Nealson book upset my few ‘2tson records. I am curious as to what



your line is that has a John Matson in it? The other names involved in
the marriages of Charles and Hannah's children are Chamness, knox,
Cox, Hoffitt, Osbom and Willlans.

Sorry I can't be more helpful - some day when I get the Vestal book
re-copled and finish typing the first draft of the Crooke book, I hope
to delve into some of these collatersl lines more fully - out the
Swedish lines, with thelr changes in name from one generatlon teo the
next are always difficulty and I probably will have to have some pro-
fessional help aon the Matsons.

I am returning your fom, unfortunately, without adding anything to ite
I notice we hava different dates for the death of Charles [avis - where
did you get yours? I copled mine from Earl Davis! book and have never

made any attempt to verify it.
mesnliy e ap

Thanks for writing na.
# Jr}e
3 Dot
]I -.}-ELL-MJ

P,35. iow that I've ﬂmﬂyﬂﬂr anvalo
I see that yourlirs. A.
you as [ss! Also, I can!
aoon a8 I do I will ;s
see if it helps yof

y in this mountain of material
Has, so I apologize for addressing
the lleelson book right now Lut as

I.vl'l.'l
2 vl




Corona del Mar, Californis 92625
Jemary 5, 1965

Mrs. A. L. Cline
Madison, Wisconsin 53705
Deer Mrs. (line:

Af'ter I sealed my letter to you yestexday evening, I found the materiel I was
looking for, but decided to write you again todgy as it was pretty late then!

"Matson research by Louis T. Payne, on the Metson femily, 195k, 16h1 Wistory
of Chester Co., Pa., Futhey & Cope p. 11 Swedish records in Stockholal; third
expedition on the Kalmor Hyckel and Charitas 1641 Hindrich Matason.

1643 'The Swedes on the Delawvare, Amandius Johnson 1915, p. 14T It sppears that
two or three colonists vho came to Americe on the 'Fema and Swan' were from
Finland, and John Matson, and the nobleman Kimut and Per Lilgshok were among the
pessengers., JArrived in Del. end of Jan, 1643,

1663 History of Delaware Co., Pa. Dr. G(eo., Smith 1862 p. 483 Matson, Niels or
Neels, b in Gweden was an early Swedish settler.

side of river records of Gloria Del Church: Peter Matson 2-16-16Th
Renbo -- Elizg, b 2-7-1678; Catherine b 12-290-1679; Maria, b 5-11-1682; Peter b
g-g-lﬁ%t Mathias b 8-12-1688; Margaret b 2-1-1692 John b 6-14-169k Jacod b

!
g
-
£
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|
g
E
E
gk
"8

- the sbove item ssys that a John Metson in 1693 had 11 persons in family
and this could be our John, Jr,, the father of Hanush?1?? I dom't know who Louis
T. Payne is or wvay - this ves just the way I copiled it from Earl Devia' recoxds,

In & book called fijelsh Settlement of Pemnsylvanis" by Charles H. Browning, Phils.
Wa, J. Cespbell 1912, p. 566, 567, I copied "it may be seen from the following
lists Orom the records the swmemes of pecple buried at the Merion meeting
house from the year 1705, thet there were few Welsh names, snd that this meeting
had ceased to be purely ome of Welsh Friends twenty-five years after its foundatiom,
end suggests the quick essimilation of the Welsh and English families ... Matson,"
I thought this might be an indiecation that the Metsons were Quakers but perhaps

E
]
:
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The book I referred to in my other letter was "Anthony Nelsen, Seventeenth

Century Pennsylvanis and Hew Jersey arnd Some of His Descendants” by Elmex

Cerficld Ven Reme - Heddonfield, N.J. 1962, This starts out with Feals (Hils)
Matasson who arrived in 1654 in Now Swedan @uring the Swedish cecupation of

the Delaware River. He died after May 31, 1693 in Gloucester Co., West New

Jersey. Hio wife®s name was Margareta. Neals was a millwright from Rax Tershalle
(near Stockholm) Sweden - left Gothenburg on Feb. 2, 1654 on the “0xm" -hod @
terrible trip, wrecked, upon by Turkish pirates, ete. (100 of the 350 passengers

enclosing a copy of the proceadings since I think you will £ind it interesting -
s and Margaret hed & son Anthony and this is the one this book is about mostly -
he vas called Anthony Reelsom as the son of Reels or Kils and his dcacendents
vore all Nelsons, then, However, in one place it says Anthony Kelsom, alias
Long, end My. Van Heme said this might bear ocut the little note that I hed

that Hils' wife Margaret vas either a Iong or an Andries, Also&i.ntheraxust
of 1677 there was & "neeles Matsen" folloved by “"anthony matson” vhich Mr. Ven
Heme ssys wes probably used bectuse of the English influence, Another
reference says "Anthony Nelson Long had & servent...”

In May 31, 1693 in the census of heads of Svedish femilies there were listed
"neighbor following neighbor” “peter Dalbo, Otto Dalbo, Johan Matson, Anthony
fong, Niecls Matson, ete.” Mr. Van Hame éees not list any other children - in
a letter to me dated October 3, 1963, he snid "I felt fortunate in being able to
estoblish that Nels Matson vas the father of Anthony Nelson. There were other
Mataons in the area, btut I did not detemine their relationship, if emy. It is
entirely possible that Hels had other chillren who continued to use the meme
Matson. ‘There was & Peter Matsson Dahlbo. I am told that his will was written
by Rev. Dr. Budman, his son-in-lawv. But Acrelius says that Mats Matsson was
Rev. Riumen's father in lev (page 315). See &lso 'Jolm Fenwiek' by Frank H,
Stewvart, p. 38. I did not find the maiden neme of Nels Matson's wife, You in-
dicate that it might heve boen Long or Andries. This may give scme significance
to the fact that Anthony Nelson was called! alims lLong'! Your information that
Kels' deughter married Anthony may be a mis-interpretation of the statement by
Margaret that Anthony's wife wvas her deughter. she probably meant dsughter-in-law.
If Hannsh Matson (Davis) was married in 1732 and died in 1812 she mmst have lived
to be about 100. And if Johm, Sr. ani Peter (who wed 16Th) were brothers of
Anthony (2), then John, Jr. would be of a leter generation then them. Would he
not have to be in order to father Hanneh (Davis)? This would make Anthony end
Feter unales of John Jr., not brothers, as you say."

There is a gredt deal of material in IMr. Vanllamdls book vhich docendt scem 0 be

of help to us -~ I vas much arbarrassed t0 £ind cut that Mr. Van Hame is a top-
flight genealogist who contributes to the Fotionnl genealogical Society publications
axnd 50 on as he did send m2 a lot of materisl and would only take a éollaxr for

his little book and I know it is worth & lot moxe then that. But I guess he just
vanted to be nice to an “"amateur™?!

There is one othexr possible source of inforxmation that I know of - a Porter Matteson,
BFD 2, Waterloo, Hew York, wrote me in 1962 effering to check recoris for a dollar -
I howen't ever done this es I've been 50 busy on my other names - he says he has
110,000 Matteson records” so meybe we should get in touch with him!

My lunch hour is over so must stop - hope this is of some help to you.



