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The Family
Name’s Mudd
—and He Is
Out to Clear It

m History: At 91, grandson of
man who aided Lincoln’s
assassin aims to prove that his
ancestor got a bum rap.

By BOB SECTER
TIMLS STAFF WRITER

SAGINAW, Mich.—Even if his name
wasn't Mudd, even if he hadn't spent more
than seven decades obsessed by that
skeleton rattling around in the family
closet, Richard Mudd would be a pretty
remarkable fellow.

AL 91, he’s updating the Lwo-volume,
1.800-page Mudd family biography he first
published 40 years ago. He's planning to
lcad a tour of history buffs to a remote
Florida island this summer. A retired
industrial physician and Air Force flight
surgeon, he still conducts medical exams
for pilots, aclively serves on a variely of
mcdlcal revuzw boards and commumly

| drives } { around
Ihis central Mlchigan auto manufacturing
center todoitall.

Not that he hasn't slowed down a bit.
Last year he had to give up handball after a
bout with pneumonia. Still, he starts most
days with an exercise regimen of 25 sit-ups
and half an hour or so0 on the lreadmill or
stationary bike.

But back o that skeleton, which is at the
heart of Richard Mudd's overarching pas-
sion. 1t belongs to Mudd's grandfather,
Samuel Mudd, an obscure Civil War-era
doctor who set the broken leg of John
Wilkes Boolh, Abraham Lincoln’s assassin,
after Booth fled Washington, D.C., in April,
1865. He was later convicted by a military
commission of conspiracy in the assas-
sination.

Richard Mudd insists hls grandfather
was merely a victim of circumstances, a
doctor who did nothing more than treat an
alling man who showed up at his door.
Convinced that Samuel Mudd was rail-
roaded by hysterical Union farces desper-
ate for scapegoats, the grandson has eru-
saded his entire aduit life to rewrite history
and exonerate “'Dr. Sam.”

Now, after 72 years, he could be on the
verge of allaining that goal since the
Pentagon has finally agreed to review the
case. A decision could be at least a year off,
*but’ Richard Mudd .is glready ecstatie. “1
don't know whether my blood pressure
will stand it,” he glowed. “I will be in high
heaven. | don't think the [review] board
can do anythmg else but |clear Samuel
Mudd.)”

It's been a lonely and frustrating strug-
gle for Richard Mudd, a lifelong over-
achiever who began researching his
grandfather’s case while simultaneously
earning degrees in both history and medi-
cine at Georgetown University.

Over the years, he's collected lens of
thousands of books and documents, turning
his basement into a mini-research library
on not just the Mudd case but all aspects of
the Clvil War. He's given hundreds of
leclures and slide shown. gouen schools
and | Mudd
and cajoled resolutions of support for his
cause oul of several slate legisiatures.

te's also enlisted the support of con-
gressmen, senators and even Presidents
Jimmy Carter and Ronald Reagan, though
both leaders concluded that even they
were powerless under the Constitution to
overlurn a criminal conviction.
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have been 14 Mudd Roman Catho-
lic priests, 72 nuns and 50 Dr.
Mudds. Bul only one dentist.

Richard Mudd served as a flight
surgeon in the Army Air Corps
later the Air Force, both tn Warld

. War I and Korea. And for his
regular paycheck, he worked as an
industrial doctor at several General
Moteors autc plants, which 5 how
he eventually ended up in Sagimaw.

The auto giant indulged his busy
extracurricular schedule, and even
paid for a few of the lecture trips.
Mudd also led periodic tours to Fr

yJefferson. another of which he's
scheduled w0 conduct In a few
weeks. Company policy forced him
to retire at 65, but he has never
totally guit practicing medicine just
as he never has been able Lo lel go
of that fixation on his grandfather.

He has mustered considerable
help along the way. Sen. Paul
Simon (D-111.), a Lincoln scholar in
his own right, once pressed former
President Carter Lo at least explore
what could be done to formally
expperate Mudd. I did take the
trouble to go over [the case] and it
just seemed Lo me the evidenee was
just not there [to convict],” Simon
explained. “If that (rial were to
come ‘up today he would not be
found guilty.”

The break in the case came
when George McNamara, a Phila-
delphia investment banker and
amateur autograph collector, wrote
to Mudd to get his signuture. They
started corresponding. and pretty
soon MeNamara began writing
lawmakers asking for help on
Mudd's behalf.

To both Mudd and McNamara's
surprise. Sen. Biden's office Look up
the cause and leaned on the right
peaple in the Pentagon Lo gel Lhe
case reapened.

The case i3 being reviewed by
the Army Board of Correction of
Military Records. which could sim-

ply review the case or consider
new arguments. If that happens.
Richard Mudd has already hand-
picked a nostalgia-laden team of
defense lawyers that includes a
great-grandson of Samuel Mudd.
Also on board is Candida Steel, a
Washington lawyer and the great-
great-granddaughter of Thomas
Ewing, the union general whose
budding political carcer was shat-
tered because he agreed to defend
Samuel Mudd at the military tribu-
nal,

1t would certainly send chitls up
and down my spine,” said Steel of
the possibility that she might get to
piek up where her famous ancestor
leftoff *. . . Iwould be absolutely
honored and delighted w stand in
my pgreat-great-grandfather's
shoes.”

uch a prospect iz deeply dis-

turbing to Virginia historian
James Q. Hall, who like Hanchett is
conzidered an authority on the
assassination. Hall said using polit-
leal clout to prod @ military panel
into tinkering with the natlon's
historical record is a bad idea.

“They have no background in
scholarly research," he com-
plained, “All they'll do is look at
the record and say, “Sen. Biden
wanis us to do it" and so doit. |
think that's & dangerous preced-
ent”

To Richard Mudd, sueh argu-
ments are just sour grapes. And
even if the board declines 1o over-
turn the conviction, the media-
savvy Mudd savs he really ean't
lose. "The exeneration is what |
want but I'm also going 10 make it
very plain that we're going 10 get
an awful lotof publieity out of it if
they torm it down.” he cautioned.
“There's going to be millions of
neople who say. “How come the
Army s turning down this poor
doctor who set a man’s broken
leg.™

Times researcher Tracy Shryer con.
tributed to this story.
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