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FREFACE

A family history is never completed. Always new genecations to
be added ard older generations discovered; collateral linez thst
might lead to fames and fortunes; new Tacis, legends, mysteries.
The only limitetions are time ﬁﬂd TSNS W . So this 3z my limat =
for now. Tharl you to all the people who have comtributed to the
resedirch and 211 the people who have encouwraged me in this
erdeaviar.  And thank yéu té those who may covrect or add to this,

Flease let me krnow.
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Walter Joseph Ogden was born on 27 September 1869 in
Charleston, Coles County, Illinois. He was the second
of two sons born to John wesley Ogcéen and Frances
Hutchinson Van Meter (Fannie). On the 1870 Federzl
Censusl father was listed as a peddler, born in New
York. lHis mother was listed as a dressmaker, born in
Illinois.

Fannie died in Charleston on 17 March 1874 at the age of
24. John removed his small family to Chicago where he
maerried again on 2 May 18762 to Anna S. Barker, daughter
of wealthy industrialist John H. Barker of HMichigan
City, Incdiana. Therc wcre two more childéren born of
this union, Marian in 18793 and John Wesley Cgden in
1885, one month after his father's deathd.

Uncle Walter often foncdly recalled growing up in a
large mansion, with his constant companion the son of
family retainers who "practically raised him", (see
photo, possibly & wedding portrait)

Part of Walter's education was at a university in
Germany. I inherited his black silk collapcsible opera
hat, monocle and working sword cane. By this time he
had grown to his full height cof 6' 4", a gentle, easy
going personality that no one apparently wanted to test,
as he claimed never to have needed the cane for
protection. ‘

In 1§90 he igcs listec¢ as. a clerk resicding at 3336
Michigan Avenue in Chicago. In 1896 and 1897 he 1ic
listeé¢ in the Michican City, Incdiana, City Directory as
Asst. Bookkeeper with H & B Car Company, which was owned
bty his stepmother's brother, John U, Barker. Be was
boarding with his brother Harold and family in 1902 at
21¢ L. 7th Street in Michigan City.

LEGLND :

At one period of time in his business career, he and
three friends went to Olympia Washington and built the
first sawmill in that frontier town. The mill provided
all the lumber for the sidewalks and shipped timber to
the Orient, FACT The first sawmill was built in the
1840s, thirty years before W@lter was born.

In 1913 he was 1living in ét. Paul, MN and worked for
Northwestern Fuel Co. This bompany was a distributor of
coal, primarily for home heating. They also maintained




@ marching band, whicl, participated in various events in
the Twin Cities. I have a photograph of a very small
drummer boy with Uncle Walter wearing the band uniform
cf blue and tan with a very tall shakao. A treasured
letter from his stepmother is addrecsed to him there and
mentions that she had been in Egypt recently and would
be presently going te Florence, then back to Karlsbag,
She died in Hamburg, Germany in 1922, 1 often wonder
where she was during the " war to end all wars".

By 1924 Walter wasg living in San Diego, Califeornia.
There he met Crace 0'Keil, whe was a retired legal
secretary from Terre Haute, Indiana. Grace was barely
5' tall and rarely weiched more thkan 100 lbs., They were
the perfect couple becauce she was ag feisty ac he wes
easy going. On 26 November 19245 they were narried.

Around 1828 they decideg to build a home and chose &
site on Cypress Avenue on & ravine across fron the zoo.
The hcme became a showplace and was "written up" in
several papers. It was tweo-story, with a three car
garage, maid's querters, an excellent outdoor aviary.
The Scottish gardener, Hugl, imported the first Bird of
Paradise from llawaii to a place of honor on the lawn
outside the living room by the lily pond. Ags 2 chilc 1
was enchanted by the gazebo and exotic fruit trees
{strawberry guava for one) plantec at the ecgec of the
canyocn ant often heard the lions roar.

Their next door neighbor wes an exiled Precidente of
Mexice (1 bLelieve his nampe was Rubkio) and he had a
guarchouse .and high walls around the property.

Inm 1930 Walter OGgden's ecousin, CTCatherine Barker
Spauwlding, wrete that she wae getting marrie€ ("please
don't tell anyone") toe Charles Hickox and was her
pleasure to increatse hLilgs annuity to £810,0C0 per year.
What a nice person,

By 1849 it was becagning more and more Gifficult to hire
yood help, so when lugh retired as gardener-chauffeur
and several good couk-housekecpers had conmne ahd gone;
they sould their home and moved inte the El Cortez Hotel,
whieh -at that tine was one of the luxury hotels. Fron
there, they moved to Artesia, California te be near
Grace's brother Robert C'lieil and then back to San Diegu
on San Juan Hill above 01d Town. Walter Cgden died in
San Dieco's lierey Hospital on 11 January 194€6 and was
placed in & crypt at Holy Cross Cemetery, which was a
long way out in the country in those days. Kow it
ocverlooks a very busy freeway.

Walter Ogéen watc accucstonmed to wealth a2ll of his life so
ke was not impressed by it ner affected by lack of it.
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Status symbols as such were not important to him. lie
did get pleasure from having people remember him by
name. He was an avid stamp collector and corresponded
with Franklin D. Roosevelt as an equal. One of his
favorite stories was how William Randolph Hearst would
have his dining table set with fine china and crystal
and elaborate silver ornaments alongside papecr napkines
and jars of mustard and catsup. He and Grace were
frequently invitec to high: society affairs but rarely
accepted. One 1in particular that they spoke of with
regret was a reception for the Prince of VWales at the
Hotel del Coronado where the Prince first was introducecd
to Mre. Wallis Simpson.

MCRE "UNCLE WALTER" STORILS ac recalled by nephew, Jirn
O'Neil,

Auntie Grace always wantec¢ a fine piece of "jewel jade".
After many yeares, Uncle Walter decicded she deserved it,
so of course they had to organize & trip to Gumps in San
Francisco because that was the "only" place to get good
jade. Auntie Grace perused the stock (without prices
marked) for some time, and then announced her choice.
Uncle Valter approved her choice and asked the price.
When told it was $25,000 he nodded and asked if he could
get another just like it. When told it was a unigue,
hanéd-carved ring and no other could exist, he declined
the ring because he "really wanted & matchec set.”

While wvisiting in Montana, Uncle Walter was invited to
go on & “rourdup." Whern he learned that they woulcd
leave after dark and return by dawn he declined the
offer, saying "1 have been a lot of things in my 1life,
but rustler is not one of them."




FAMILY HEIRLOOMS

Mahogony writing desk

Melodeon from John Wesley Ogden home
Maple twin beds & chest from 1007 Cypress
Rosewood dining table and four chairs
Rosewood desk

Photo albums '
Deed to Pine Lake Cemetery, La Porte Co. Indiana
Wholesale clothing catalog, authored and autographed by
John Wesley Ogden ?
Letters written by Catheriine Barker (Spaulding-Hickox)
1930; Fannie Ogden, 1870; Nancy Hutchison, 1871;
Anna Ogden Austin,llQl3

Monocle f
Collapsible opera hat
Sword-cane |

Black diamond and sterling ring and carved ivory dogsled
and team from Alaska, cirpa 1940




Tintype - probably c.1882

Walter, Father, Harold Ogden Praobably Walter Ouden's friend born

arounc 1870

Emma and Harold Ogden



Smapshot at San Juan Rd. San Jisgo c.13:2
| .to 7.Robert 0'ileil, Roberta 2'Heil, Yalter Ogden,
qrace 0'ileil Cgden, Jim and Bod C'ilei)
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Charleston (Illinnis) Plain Dealer 1872

A MERRY CHRISTMAS'
A Brilliant Party.
AND A HAPPY THRONG |

Christmas evening witnesséd the largest and most brilliant
party ever known in this city, if not in this portion of the
State. During the past summer and fall Coon & Gape,; contractors
of this city have employed mnst of their time and a large force
of workmen in building a Pe§1dence for Mayor J. W. Ogden, near
the Methodist church, on Washington Street. The house was
completed early in December,fhav1ng cost its fortunate and happy
possessor between eighteen and twenty thousand dollars, being in
all respects the finest, handsamest, and mast convenient family
residence in the county. The building contains three stories
with basement; is lighted with gas in every department and has
water pipes leading to almost every room. To say that Mayor
Ogden has furnished his magnificent home in a style that is
entirely in accordance with the enormous sum spent in its
erection and with excellent  judgment and good taste would give
but a partial idea of the intérnal appearance of the house, which
must be seen to be appreciated and fully realized. Even then our
powers of description would fall far shart were we toc attempt to
portray the magnificence and splendor of its parlors, hall,
libraries, etc. This much Fpr the house; row let us tell you
something of the party about which we intended to speak in the
first place: invitations were sent to between three and four
hundred persons, nearly all of whom were present, many ladies and
gent lemen being in attendance from Mattoon, Paris, and other
reighboring cities. By nine o'’clock the greater portion of the
guests had arrived, and, after having been welcomed by Mr. and
Mrs. Ogden, were ushered to the various dressing rooms by polite
and attentive servants; after which they were expected to enjoy
themselves as none could help doing under circumstanes so
peculiarly pleasant. Surroun@ed by so much wealth, youth and
beauty,; mingled with sweet music and dazliwnglsicl splendor, what
mortal could avoid being happy? Certainly none. At eleven
o’clock seventy-five persons were invited to supper, followed by
others, and others, until all|had partaken of a banquet fit for
kings and queens. Never was such a supper, such an abundance and
such a variety-—-endless and 'almost inconceivable——prepared for
the benefit or pleasure! of Charleston’s favored people.
Balshazzar’s famous feast could not have surpassed. But time
forbids our longer dwelling upon a description of this altogether
pleasant affair. Suffice it to say that late and reluctantly the
guests took their departure, | only regretting that they could not
always remain where all was 55 blissful and joyousj; but with many
kind wishes for the cant1hued prosperity and happiness of Mr.
Ogden and his amiable wife. }
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Br/Ch Dt/Bu
MName Page Year Year Spouse or *Father Names
?, Barah Jane 8,9 1824 1856 OGDEN, Joseph-13
BARKER, Arma 5. 1,86 1855 1922 OGDEN, Johrn Wesley Mayor-=2
HUTCHERSON, Frances E 7 1829 1917 VAN METER, Samuel Dr.-5
HUTCHERSON, Matthew 7 ROGERS, Naricy Anrnme—2c
JOHNSOM, Emma F. a OGDEN, Haraold VAN METER-4
HELLER, Catherine 10 VAN METER, Johr—18
William,William L.-20
O'NEIL, Grace Anr 2,8 1887 1974 OGDEN, Walter Joseph-—1
OGDEN, Cecelia M. 9 1840 . *OGDEN, Joseph—13
DGDEN, Haraold VAN METER 1,8 1868 1944 JOHNSON, Emma F.-—11
ODGDEN, Johr Wesley 1,8 1885 1946 *0OGDEN, John Wesley Mayor-2
EN, John Wesley Mayor 1,8 1842 1885 VAN METER, Frances H-3
BARKER, Arnma 5. -7
OBDEN, Jaseph 9 1814 18BB4 7, 8arah Jarne-14
OGDEN, Levine? A. 9 1846 #DGDEMN, Joseph—13
OGDEN, Marian B 1879 RICHARDSON, Harold-1&
DGDEN, Mary BG. g 1850 *0GDEN, Joseph—13
OGDEN, Walteyr Joseph 1,8 1869 1948 O'NEIL, Grace Ann—10
RICHARDEOM, Haraold 8 DGDEN, Marian—£&
ROGERS, Nancy Arrne 10 HUTCHERSON, Matthew-21
VAN METER, Frarnces H g8 1850 1874 OGDEN, John Wesley Mayor—2
VAN METER, John 10 182 KELLER, Catherine—19
VAN METER, Samuel Dr. 10 1824 1902 HUTCHERSON, Frances E-&
William,William L. 10 HELLER, Catherine—19
- i+t o+ I I ¢ - L I & - - J § -~ I - -+ -t 5 o - A E - s -f-h—d--4-—f -t s —w-— 8 Jd— 5y 4 FrF - —F p—w-f -a f.ou—p -k
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