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OCCGS 

P R E F R C E 

R family hi s tory is never comp leted. Always new generat ions to 

be added and older generations discovered ; collateral lines that 

migh t lead to fame and fo rtune; n e~-i facts, legends, mysterie~:; . 

Thr.-:.> on ly l i mit ations are tin1E? and money . So this-. is my 1 i 1111 t 

Th an I• you t o a l J t h e p e op 1 e w h O:• have c <:• n t r i b u. t e d t C• t he 

resr~.::.~l'Ch and a 11 the peop 1 e vJhc• have encouraged me? in t his 

er1d eavo r . And thank you t •:• t h c·se ~-.Jh o may correct •:• r add t O:• t Ii ls . 

Pl e~se let me know . 
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I 

Walter Joseph Ogden was born on 27 September 1869 in 
Charleston, Coles County, Illinois. He was the second 
of two sons b or n to John ·\-;es 1 e y Ogden a n d Fr a n c e s 
Hutchinson Van Meter (Fannie}. On the 1870 Federal 
Censusl father was listed as a peddler, born in New 
Yo r k • 11 i s moth e r was 1 i s t e d a s a d r es s ma k e r , b o r n i n 
Illinois. 

Fannie died in Charleston on 17 Murch 1874 at the age of 
24. John removed his srr.all. family to Chicago where he 
mz.rried again on 9 May 18762 to Anna s. Barker, daughter 
of wealthy industrialist Jphn H. Barker of Michigan 
Ci t y , Ind i an a • Tb er c w c r ~ two more chi 1 d re n born of 
t h i s u n i on , Ma r i a n i n 1 8 7 9 3 and John 'wi es 1 e y Cg c1 en i n 
1885, one month after his father's death4. 

Uncle Walter often fondly recalled growing up 
large mansion, with his constant companion tLe 
family retainers who "pract'ically raised him". 
photo, possibly a weddins po~trait) 

in a 
son of 

(see 

Part of Walter's education was at a university in 
Germany. I inherited his b,lack silk collapsible opera 
hat, monocle and working sword cane. By this time he 
hac~ grown to his full height of 6' 4", a gentle, easy 
going personality that no one apparently wanted to test, 
as he claimed never to nave needed the cane for 
protection. 

In 1890 he is listed aE ~ clerk rcsidir.g at 3336 
Michigan Avenue in Chicago. In 1896 and 1897 he is 
listed in the Michican City, Indiana, City Directory as 
Asst. Bookkeeper with II & B Car Co~pany, which was owned 
by his stepmother's brother, John H. Burker. He was 
boarding with his brother Harold and family in 19 02 at 
21g L. 7th Street in Michigan City. 

LEGI:tm 
At one period of time in his business career, h~ and 
three friends went to Olympia Washington and built the 
first sawmill in that frontier town. The mill provided 
all the lumber for the sidewalks and shipped timber to 
the Orient. FACT The first sawmill was built in the 
1840s, thirty years before W~lter was born. 

i 
I 

In 1913 he was living in St. Paul, MN and worked for 
Northwestern Fuel Co. This ~ornpany was a distributor of 
coal, primarily for home heJtins. They also maintained 



a march ing ban d , wh i cl. pa r t i c i pu t ed in variou s e vents i n 
t he Twi n Ci t ies . I hav e a p hotograph of a very srr. c:il l 
d r umme r boy with Un c l e Wa lt e r wearin g th e bund uniforn: 
of blue a nd t an with a ver y tall shako. A treasur ed 
let t er fro r.1 h i s ste_t.-n.o t hcr i s a ddress ed t o h i m ther e an c1 
me n t ions t hat she had been in Egypt rec e ntly a n d wo u ld 
be p r e sently go in c_:; t o Flo r en c e , th e n back to Karlsbud . 
She d i ed in Ham b ur g , Ge r man y in 1 922 . I often wo nd e r 
wher e sh e was 0 urin s t !JE: u wa r t o e nd a ll wars ". 

By 1924 \\;al t er was livi n c; i n Sun Oi ec;o , Californ ia . 
Ther e h e me t Cr ac e O ' Ke il, who was a r e tir ed l es<:il 
sec r eto r y from Te r r e Ilaut e , I ndi a na . Grace wos b <:i r e l y 
5 ' t oll a nd rar e l y we i ghec mo r e tr.an 1 00 l bs . They vie r c: 
t he perf ec t couple beca us e she was a s fei s ty as he ~~s 
easy c;oint; . On 26 tJo vember 1 92 45 t h ey were n.a rr i ecJ . 

Ar ound 1 928 t hey dec i ded t o bu ild a ho~e an c c hose ~ 
sit e o n Cyi:;:rcss Ji.venue on c. r avin e across fror,, t he zoo . 
The home became a showplace an d wa s " written u µ " i n 
s e ve r a l pape r s . I t v. as t wo - sto r y , vii th a three co. r 
gar age , ma i d ' s qu '-rt e r s , a n excel l e nt out d oor av i c:i r y . 
Th e Sco t ti s l1 su r dene r , Ilu<jL , i mIJo rt t:d t he f ir st Gir e of 
Pa r a d i s e [ r o m ll a w c.i i i t o a pl a c e o f h o n o r o n t h e 1 a v: n 
out s i 6e th e li v i ni:; r oo1:1 by t he l i ly JJO nc1 . l ; s o. chil C: I 
was e nch an te d by t he gazebo and exo tic fruit t r ees 
( strc.t wbe rry guuv.::i for o n e ) plantec ut t he ec: gc or tli<: 
canyo n a nd of t en hear d t he lion s roa r . 

'l'Lc· ir n e xt door n e i c;hbo r wa.s an exiled P r es i c"!en t e of 
f.i e x i co ( I be 1 i eve h i s n a r.1 e was Rub io ) and he had a 
g ua r dhouse and t igh walls aro und th e p rope rt y . 

In 1 930 ~a lt e r Osde n ' s c ous in , Cathe r i ne Bark er 
S t--au l C: i ng , wr ote t hat she \vas setting mar ri eC:: ( " µlec'.isc 
don ' t tell anyon e " ) to Charl es Hickox an d was h e r 
t-Jleusure to i ncreuse liis c:inr.uity t o $ 1 0 , 0CO per y c.:a r . 
~~at a nic e ~erson . 

Gy 1 940 it was becon.inc; rr.o r c and mo re diff i cult to hi re 
good he l p , so whe n Hugh r eti r ee as g a r den e r - c h a u ffeu r 
and sever a l good c oo k - ho usekec·pc rs had cor.1e and gon e , 
they so l d t he ir hoffie and moved into t he ~l Cortez Ho t e l , 
v.·ll ich at t ha t ti r. .e wus one of t he luxu r y ho tel s . Fror •. 
ther e , tl ey mo v ed to Art esia , Cal i f o rnia t o be near 
Grace ' s bro th Er Robe r t 0 1Neil and t hen bac k to Sa n Di egu 
on San Juan Hil l abov e Ol d To wn . ~alter Ogde n died i n 
San Diego ' s t1e rc y Hosp i tal or. 11 January 1 9 4 86 an c was 
placed i n a cry p t at Holy Cross Cem e tery , which wa s a 
l one; way o ut in tt·, e co untr y in t hose days . t\ow i t 
overlooks a ve r y busy fr eeway . 

\·:ulter Ogeen was a ccustomed t o wea l th a l l of his life so 
he was not i mpressed by i t no r affected by lack o f it . 

l':)f\. ;\. r'I ;_ 
"' . ,. 
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Status symbols as such were not important to him. lie 
did get pleasure from having ~eople remember him by 
name. He was an avid starr.p collector and corresponded 
with Franklin D. Roosevelt, as an equal. One of his 
favorite stories was how Wi:lliani Randolph Hearst would 
have his dining table set with fine china and crystal 
and elaborate silver ornaffients alongside paper napkins 
and jars of mustard and catsup. He and Grace were 
frequently invited to highi society affairs but rarely 
accepted. One in particular that they spoke of with 
regret was a reception for : the Prince of Wales at the 
Hotel del Coronado where the 1 Prince first was introduced 
to Mrs. Wallis Siffipson. 

MCr.E "UNCLE Wl1LTER" S':'ORIES as recullei1 by nephew, Jir.. 
O'Neil. 

I 

Auntie Grace alw~ys wDnted a. fine piece of "jewel jade". 
After ffiany years, Uncle Walter decided she deserved it, 
so of course they had to org~nize ~ trip to Gu~ps in S~n 
Francisco because that was the "only" place to get good 
jade. Auntie Grace perused the stock (witl1out IJrices 
marked) for some time, and [then announced her choice. 
Unc 1 e \·J' a 1 t er approved her tho ice and us ked th~ 11r ice. 
When told it was $25,000 lie nodded and asked if he could 
get another just like it. ,When told it was u unique, 
hand-carved ring and no other could exist, he declined 
the ring because he "really wanted a n.Dtchec set." 

While visiting in Montana, 6ncle Kalter was invited to 
go on ~ "roundup." \;her. he learned that they would 
leave after dark and return by dawn he declined the 
offer, saying "I have been a lot of things in my life, 
but rustler is not one of them." 

3 



FAMILY HEIRLOOMS 

Mahogony writing desk 
Melodeon from John Wesley, Ogden home 
Maple twin beds & chest f:rom 1007 Cypress 
Rosewood dining table and four chairs 
Rosewood desk 

Photo albums 
Deed to Pine Lake CemeteI"¥, La Porte Co. Indiana 
Wholesale clothing catalog, authored and autographed by 

John Wesley Ogden ! 

Letters written by Cather:ine Barker (Spaulding-Hickox) 
1930; Fannie Ogded, 1870; Nancy Hutchison, 1871; 
Anna Ogden Austin,! 1913 

I 

Monocle 
Collapsible opera hat 
Sword-cane 

Black diamond and sterling ring and carved ivory dogsled 
and team from Alaska, cirba 1940 

! 

4 



Ti ntype - probably c.1882 

\!alter, Father, Haro l d Ogden 

Emma and Haro l d Ogden 

Pr obabl y !Ju lter 09cJen' s fr i en ti born 
uround 1870 

.. 



Snapshot at San Juan Rd. San Ji~qo c.13~2 
L. to 'L ~ober t 0 ' ile i 1, r!oberta '.) ' ik•i 1 , lla!lte r Ogden , 

Srace O'iJeil Cgden , C ~ r.1 and Bo'.:l Q' iJeil 



PEDIGREE tmRT 

Nale and Address of Submitter: 
Mary YearMJOd r. Interlachen 62 E 
-. .. .i Beach CA 90740 ~:213 598-1184 

Nwiber 1 on this chart 
is the sue person 
as No. on 
Chart No. 

2 John Wesley OGDEN Mayor-2 
I BORN: 1842 
I Plll: New York 
I MARR: 2S JAN 1866 -1 
I PLACE: Charleston,Coles,IL 
I DIED: 27 ALE 1885 
I PLACE: Chicago,Cook Co.,IL 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 

~ilter Joseph lEDEN-1-------
1 BORN: 28 SEP 1869 
I PUK:E: D1arleston,Coles,IL 
I MARR: 26 NJV 1924 -4 
I PLACE: San Diego,CA 
I DIED: 11 JAN 1948 
I ~: San Diego,CA 

I BORN: 
I PLACE: 
I HARR: 

4 Joseph OGDEN-13---------1 PLACE: 
I BORN: ABT 1814 I DIED: 
I PLACE: NY I PLACE: 
I MARR: -7 I 
I PLACE: 9 -----
1 DIED: 1864 I BORN: 
I PUCE: PLACE: 
I DIED: 

PUa: 

10----, 
I BORN: 
I PLACE: 
I MARR: 

5 Sarah Jane ?-14---,-·-----I PLACE: 
BORN: 1824 ! I DIED: 
PLACE: NY I I PLACE: 
DIED: 1856 I 
PLACE: 11 -----------

BORN: 
PLACE: 
DIED: 
~E: 

12 John VAN METER-18--
1 BORN: 
I PLACE: 

Chart No. 

!Grace Ann O'NEIL-101----­
I Spouse I MARR: BEF 1824 --8 

-,, 

I 
I 

i 
6 Samuel VAN METER Dr.-ts~---' 

I BORN: 8 ~ 1824 
I PLACE: KY 
I MARR: 25 OCT 1848 i -2 
I PLACE: Greensburg,K~ 
I DIED: 18 SEP 1902 i 

I PL.ACE: KY 
I DIED: 1827 
I PLACE: Grayson Co.,KY 
I 

13 Catherine KELLER-19 
BORN: 

I PlACE: Charleston, I~ PLACE: 
3 Frances KJTCHINSll4 <Fanny) ~ ~R-3-1 DIED: 

BORN: 26 APR 1850 I Pl.ACE: 
PLACE: Olar leston, Coles, IL I 
DIED: 14 MAR 1874 I 14 Matthe. KJTO£RSClr21------
PLACE: Charleston, Coles, IL· I I BORN: 

I I PLACE: 
I , I MARR: BEF 1828 -10 

7 Frances Elizabeth <Fa~tny) MOERSCIH-1 PUl:E: Breen Co.,KY 
BORN: 4 MAY 1829 I I DIED: 
PLACE: Greensburg, 61 n Co., KY I PLACE: 
DIED: 31 JAN 1917 I 
RACE: Dlarleston, I 15 Nancy Anne R06ERS-22-------

BORN: 
PUl:E: 

7i DIED: 
PUl:E: Coles Co. , IL 
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!!!!,_. ~!...'Z..~~CllP .. !E.l!... --!.~:..;;••;..:•:.:.•11:;;:•;.:'';.:.::";.:'...;"":.:.'-'.:..o•..::•.:.::•=;..."_..,..;:;.·_~l~:..LAH:..Lli·, ,;...L.I., '"t..L.-..-~.::.::. ·•.......1r:l:.::;.:Rc;..&.:,,:...;;;jl'-•":.:..!!: .c;.:.::.. ~r.A... r ______ .... -------------

-----· ·---------
.. ,, ~atflO• Motl'le' 1 Ma•!Sefl Hama 

--------------+------------------·~----/,n-~-~·wy,--;----------d--n---

Wife's Full Malden Name ;RAN,,-~c;- //u~//V~ht~ VAtvtrtcT£R 

3 
i ....... --Full Name or Spouse· 

4 

Full Name of Spouse• 

"" ... 
O.:e DI) Monll'I Year Cit). Town or Place r'ni"!Y o• Pr~vince etc 

Birth L1/,,, A~ /tl<h ,l"_N..tfl.l!?/,€67~-·-""'--""-,L--&-~S---·-.L~--·=====-=--~~~~--= 
Chr'nd ! 

/ l­
eA 

~Av ZJ/E-0 t'~ 
l~-91 .5.a..JV.l>/t:~ aA 

' Birth 
..-..--+--------~-----------------------------------------+-------------.... , - -

Death 
---! 

··---·-i 
Burial . ------- ----+--------. 

Birth 

Mar. 

Death l 

Burial : 

----------·-----------------

Burial. 
-~---------------+--+-------_ _,.._______ ··--------------1---------

7 Birth 1----+----------+----··---------------·-------------------+-----------
1. Ma• 

~,..,...~--....,..,,,......-..,......----·-----~-~---+----------....----------·--------------------------ll----------Full Harne ol Spouae• Deat" 
:• 

-Bur1a! 
~----~~---··~------~--------+-------·-------8 Brrth ------------------------------·------------------------------+-------·-I 

Mar i .. 
Full Name ot SpouH • Death I 

9 

F'ili Name ot Spouae• 
Mar 

Burial 

.. 

I 
i 
I 

i 
-----· 

I -- I 8 

~De=.:::a~th.;.+---------.....+------------------·---------------------+----------·---
Bur1al 

10 

.......,,,...,.,..,,.,....-......,,.----..,.------~------1~M~a~r.--l------------~----------------------------------l~-·--------
Full Name of Spouse• 

Deatr1 ---+--------·----. 
•If mArr11u·t ntt'lr,. tl'lar1 o'\t'P fllo Aat'l'I mar 111 t~ ,.,r .,,., ttu ,,, ".lrtn onto on t'hi dr11n" eolumn. Ust1 r&vt1r1u1 11o1d11 tor add1tiona1 t'hrll'.lrAn thPIAr nott1s. re•:!!r.&nces o• rnto•ma11or. 



FAMILY GROUP NO. Husband's Full Name ... /o:>£p/T CG'~cl'I 
This Information Obtained From: •w1:a•' I 

Day MOl'll .. Yea• C•I) TOWlol'I o• P:a:e Coul'lty o• P•ov·.,:e etc S:a:e c• Cou•.:·, A-'" , ..... :· .., _c:a·: 0111 

B•rtn I n_ /8/¥ ! /Y.X 
/8__6/7 ~A'r .. d~ Cti"nd 

/!JRLJ:.4N.S ~ NY Me• NY I 

/¥"« 
. 

Deet!'I 

P/,.,~ LArEi 'f1....e~--:.=~-~v. LA/?~-r1: ~- //Y 11,leE.b Bur1e. 

! 

- , , 
P11ces 0 1 Res1de'lce 

Oc:.ii:ie1ion Cnurch Aff•hll•on M1:111·~ Rec 
0!"11' " •H .! l'lt ... C i'I 12· It: : 
Mlotl H:>l'l!e 1"1111 to• llC" ,.,,, 

H•a J:etrier MOll'll•'I M1:Cll" ~llTll .... 
• ~#E .Ji Wife's Full Maiden Name SA.IPA# . ·-==j \111·'1. Dey Month Yea• ! C•!y Town 01 Piece Coun!y o• Prov1'1ce etc: Sta!e o· Cou•wy AC:C: In!: o• :. 't o ... 

!: ! • 
/9~~ /VV ·H Birth 

·1• Chr'nd .,,. ; 
m"I Deatri /K5~ iiJ Buri11 P/h'ck CAi"£ ~ .A1F Ti-;;-,~.; 
·:1 Comoi1er Pieces of Reside'lce 1 

, 
-== --- Man 0 \'ear"eod 
=~~ AdClross 1 t.1 C l~u:lacr.r~ i\! t'. ;, Oceuo111on 1• 0111er 111en nouse...,:te Churcl" Af1111e::on 

:;.,; . --- Sri'' Erac!". CA 90i .;: 
i 

... ~ 
C•ty. Steto e~r: ::::.~~;s.~~::"10.~~el~ '~2~.•tc ·jl i I= ... a. 

De to At/t:, /~SY Hor Fethor i Motn1r·1 M1IC11n Name 

511 
C""O•r·s Na-.t ,,. Fy'• IC"••CI·•~ I Day Montn Yea• 

I 
Cit), Tow" o• Place Count) or Prov•nce. etc Stete o• Co.int'Y AC:C: tn'c o~ c~ :i•e-'""'";• '" oroe· o• b••!l'll 0111 

1 Blftl". /eW~ /VY 
F ~£~1-1~At OGi>EIV Mar i 

Full Name or Spouse• 
Death i 

I 

Burial ,, 
: 

2~/17Y ~:5L.EY LJ~t?Ed' Birth /:W/I 
/\'\ Mar. 45~/~ .,,._.._ .... r- 3Tbv ,-rJ/C5 /L 

Full Name ot Spous~ Death J..? Atl4" /S'ff ~N',,;~~:n e_.04("' /L 
FJ2A.N~:5 /'AN;/1/?Te-~ ~ ~urial 

3 
'-tt/hv £?) IJ., CJoJJEd 

Birth 

Mar 
Full Name of Spouse• 

Death 

Burial 

4M~v 
Birth 

t:JabE/t/ Mar. 
'Full Name cA Spouse• 

Death 

Burial 

5 Birth 

Mar 
Full Name of Spouse• 

Death 

Burial 

6 Brrt~ 

Mar 
Full Name of Spouse• 

Oeatri 

Burial 

7 Birth 

Mar 
Full Name of Spouse• 

Death 

Burial 

8 Birth 

Mar. ...- ......,. ...-.. ... •a -
Full Name of Spouae• ,.,p il ~\J~!.: r·· ~ ); ;,~,.\: '.· ,,. ( • L\. I It- l J K l\H 1-1. Death 'i I 

..• ,'' ... " ", ' ~ ' .,_ . ' . ' 
Burial ,- , ..... -· . '\ , .... -:.; '! 

" 
I •'"l"'t.if'irTV 

9 Birth I \.J L ~ \j Lr\L U u i •v 1-·\1- .JV\,;IL- I I 
I 

Mar I 
Full Name of Spouao• 

Death I '· 
Burial I 

10 Birth I 
Mar. I 

Full Name of Spouse• 
Death I 
Burial t1 
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FAMILY GROUP NO. Husband's Full Name S/'-- 0 -L ,.-r-1 .... • ..-·c.:;.. 19.tV Af£TE/C. 
This Information Obtained From: Mwlll1"111 

0.11 D1y Month YHr Clly, Town or Pl1co County or Province. etc. Stllo or Country ACICI Info. on Muaba11d 

Birth "NoV/h4' L-- ----~. KV 
Ul.J ,..~~~ ~.l~I,,... T , 

Chr'nCI 

Mar. ~ L'l'.r' /fiJ!J ~A/~-S /"" /L 
Death ~JUL~~ A1A'~ ,-~L.G"s /£ 
Burlal I 
Places ol Rasielence 

Occuoation - lJAt:.r~ i 
Church Affiliation Mllitarv Roe 

Otl'ler WIVH. If •"Y No 111121 ale 
M•-• 11par11t ll'IHI lo• HCl'I mar. 

H11 Father t:../ ON.Al {h,A/ ...... ;~I .::-,c Mo1111r·a Malden Name ~,-. - - -'~ ~""~~ 
/& ... ___ -- /~~4 . . 

.c __ -·/,G" ~~-~- __ ,.,.&"'7£a Wife's Full Malden Name E A/u7Z/Ns-~ ,. -----. 
W1fe1 I Data Day Month Year City, To .. n or Piece County or Province. etc. State or Country ACICI Info on Wale 

Birth I ~JlllGLM'r _._ - - - kv 
! 

, 
Chr'nd 

Death /4k~~4 ,-.-.,;..ribd~ ,., It ~ s;;-s /L 
71.- .. c...- .L-~ -- -- --;-G1v •I~ - -r. ;\ -:. Burial , 

Compiler Places of Rosielonce 

Ac1Clre11 Occup11ion If other thin houaoNilo Church Affiliation 

City, State e~~·: :~:::.7:1i~~:tro,Nt~cl~I ~~rllC ~ 
Dalo Her Father 

'. 
Motri.r·1 Mtldtn Name 

CMor1r\'1 Nama 1n F1111 I C111tdr1n·s Day Month Year I City, Town or Place County or Province, olc. State or Country ACICI. Info. on Chllelro,, 1Anang1 1n orcs1r ot t>•nn1 Olla 

1 ~ i~ Birth L1tt AP~ It~ e.{!..1'1-'~ ~..I)~ IL 
.&'ArvA"/£ R_ ..:...r.---...... Mar. ~JN{ /~t~I d N ~ .1__.;;-.,:., --•• I t:'O £.€'SI /~ 

"Full Name of SPoUse• 
Death l/V NIA~ /1"71- /l~.J!Lt!l .1 .:-,..,. ;-.an. ~P~5 /i-

~NAI /J/J!"$t£ V .:06°.M'K' Burlal A"" i... .,, .... - - A---=~Y &/~ /L-. - -~ 

2 I 

/J:_ ~ ~~ 
Birth ! 

if'A//E Mar • 
Full Name of Spouse• . 

Death I 

e. e. M/,,S ' 

Burial 

3 Ii,., 111.GTF~ Birth ~hl•.1£",/j~ 
- l.~_ .... Mar. A11.L..LS 
Full Name of Spouse• 

Death 

Burial 

4 Birth 

IA4 Mar. 
Full Name of Spouse• 

Death 

6~~ A~~IC Burial 

5 Birth 

Mar. 
Full Name of Spouse• 

Death 

Burial 

6 Birth 

Mar. 
Full Name of Spouse• 

Death 

Burial 

7 Birth 

Mar. 
Full Name of Spouse• 

Death 

Burial 

8 Birth 

Mar. 
Full Name of Spouse• I 

Death i 

Burial 

9 jlirth I 
Mar. I 

Full Name of Spouse• 
Death 

Burial 

10 Birth 

Mar. 
Full Name of Spouse• 

Death 

Burial 



.a 

3 

6 
~~·14-~1i.....~..-:~~~~------i1--~1 

. ., 

.·I ... , 



Qh.11... J .,I.:.....~-, .,, } . .~ ~a_._,, ar ,.._ ............ ~ ~tefJ ,.ta.. tbla 0.rtUlcate, MlCU'&t4ll7 a:t~J ~t, Vl 
dJI~ ., .u:JIUJU Ille ·~-~ "-117 tto oo, If Mt ., ceniled ud nitaned wtUd• 30 da;ra. ~ 

OOOX COUNTY. ~ .......... 9W ......... r-t · r) ' 

1. f 111/ 11-ofc•itd f i/ a11yJ. • Jl-t~~ . ~ ) ' . ' 
.. Bex ~- -~ . RIJCIJ OT Color (if ... 1101 of flNJ mltile TQ(;IJ): r-..i 
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Charleston <Illinois> Plain Dealer 1872 

A MERRY CHRISTMAS! 

A Brilliant Party. 

AND A HAPPY THRONG 

Christmas evening witness~d the largest and most brilliant 
party ever known in this ci~y, if not in this portion of the 
State. During the past summer and fall Coon & Gage, contractors 
of this city have employed mo~t of their time and a large force 
of workmen in building a re~idence for Mayor J. W. Ogden, near 
the Methodist church, on Washington Street. The house was 
completed early in December, !having cost its fortunate and happy 
possessor between eighteen an~ twenty thousand dollars, being in 

I 
all respects the finest, ha~dsomest, and most convenient family 
residence in the county. Th' building contains three stories 
with basement; is lighted with gas in every department and has 
water pipes leading to almostjevery room. To say that Mayor 
Ogden has furnished his m•gnificent home in a style that is 
entirely in accordance wit~ the enormous sum spent in its 
erection and with excellent judgment and good taste would give 
but a partial idea of the int,rnal appearance of the house, which 
must be seen to be appreciate~ and fully realized. Even then our 
powers of description would f•11 far short were we to attempt to 
portray the magnificence a~d splendor of its parlors, hall, 
libraries, etc. This much f6r the house; now let us tell you 
something of the party abou~ which we intended to speak in the 
first place: invitations w're sent to between three and four 
hundred persons, nearly all of whom were present, many ladies and 
gentlemen being in attendanc~ from Mattoon, Paris, and other 
neighboring cities. By nin~ o'clock the greater portion of the 
guests had arrived, and, aft~r having been welcomed by Mr. and 
Mrs. Ogden, were ushered to the various dressing rooms by polite 
and attentive servants; afteriwhich they were expected to enjoy 
themselves as none could help doing under circumstanes so 
peculiarly pleasant. Surroun~ed by so much wealth, youth and 
beauty, mingled with sweet m~sic and dazling[sicJ splendor, what 
mortal could avoid being happy? Certainly none. At eleven 
o'clock seventy-five personsiwere invited to supper, followed by 
others, and others, until alljhad partaken of a banquet fit for 
kings and queens. Never was ~uch a supper, such an abundance and 
such a variety--endless and :almost inconceivable--prepared for 
the benefit or pleasure; of Charleston's favored people. 
Balshazzar's famous feast cou~d not have surpassed. But time 
forbids our longer dwelling upon a description of this altogether 
pleasant affair. Suffice it ~o say that late and reluctantly the 
guests took their departure, I only regretting that they could not 
always remain where all was sb blissful and joyous; but with many 
kind wishes for the conti~ued prosperity and happiness of Mr. 

I 

Ogden and his amiable wife. ~ 
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OGDEN, Jo:•seph - 13 
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ROGERS, Nanc y Anne-22 
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O'NEIL,Grace Ann- 10 
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HUTCHERSON ,Mat thew-21 
OGDEN,John Wes ley Mayor-2 
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HlJTCHERSON, Frances E-6 
KELLE R,Cather ine-19 
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