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CLARK OFFUTT, Rush Cou nty I badges from George Washlngton to 
(Ind.) farmer and his collection of Nixon. 
election souvenirs, b u t t o ns and 

Collections Belonging to Rush Co., Ind. 
Farmer Varied, Interesting 



OVIATT Family 

:If ~v,..,•-nin~ SALE NEWARK, OHIO , -~ 
Donated b Mr~ul!!o., OCT. 27 - 7 P.M. 

Y • :hurch St., Newark, Ohio, 30 miles E. of Columbu1 
Wayne Snapp & brick-a-brae tern glass. Art glass & miniature lamps. 

1s. items from old & new papeweights; toys; dolls; quilts; 
ur.,,-am14u<n>11vJ.1. paintings; brass fender; sconces; silver pcs; 

Hand painted & other china, bisque, Staf- some sterling; iron kettles; andirons; o Id 
fordshire, Weller, Roseville, etc. Colored glass: tin; pewter molds; coffee grinders; butter 
rare pigeon blood, Heisey custard, Alexandrite, bowls; etc; Refinished small cupboad (glass 
Limelight, Flamingo & clear, Cambridge in doors); china cabinet; pie safe; commode1 
Crown Tuscan, Helio, Azurite, amber, blue cherry table; stands; Boston rocker; chairs1 
& clear. Rare Dusty Rose Verlys, other Ver- bamboo; Bentwood; some Oriental items. 
lys, carnival, other colored glass. Cut & pat-
Buy at your price! ID required. Good food at the Snack Bar. Doors open at 6 p.m. 

OWNER: DOROTHY CRAME 
AUCTIONEER: SAM SCHNAIOT, Newark, 0. 614-345-6055 

EST ATE AUCTION 
Antiques, Primitives & Furniture 
Sat., Oct. 23 -10 a.m. 
LAFAYETTE~ IND. 

DIRECTIONS: sole location at north edge of Lafayette on Canal 
Road turn west between Mobile Home Sales & Hudlow Cleaners go Ya 
mi le. Large tent erected for sale. 

HENRIETTA S. BALL ESTATE 
Outstanding furniture including of primitives; hand & garden tools; 

refinished & reupholstered 1 o v e service for 12 Haviland china; cut 
seat; walnut marble top wash glass; oriental rugs, fans & scrolls; 
stand; walnut marble top dresser; nice china; pressed glass; sterling 
walnut marble top chest; mohair silverware; old clocks; watch fobs; 
couch; large walnut bookcase; sec- hundreds of books; loads of linen 
tional. bookcases; very nice chairs & bedding; wood handmade toys; 
including rockers & 4 petal back some miscellaneous, some junk, 
chairs; writing desk; 3 nice high some outstanding pieces; old post 
back walnut beds; 9 ft. s c r o 11 cards; medals; ver;v.1 ~ ~iM,\lres 
frame mirror with marbl~ase· ~J~~ItH.Wlt~sbt1btli-~ri$HiaU
spool baby bed; walnut dr~t1&a. ·.er turns simP.lY too .nw:p.erous !e 
tables; hall tree & umbrella stand; ttt--J.fll~tJ.mb. 7 \ it kJ.V. -~ 
cane collection; pots & pans~ loads C 
TERMS: CASH day of sale Lunch Availabl~ 

COL. JOHN E. ANDERSON ..... 
AUCTIONEER - LIQUIDATOR - APPRAISOR .... ) 

Lafayette, Ind. 317-7 42-4325 .... 
Auctioneer's Note: A collection of over 100 years of one of Tippecono.e 
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B.v Henry S. Wood, New Palestine, Ind. and In addition to the thousand acres Wh. 

As you travel Highway 52 across Indiana he has owned for several years, Offutl'! 
from Indianapolis to Cincinnati, after you sister died and left him and his daughtel 
pass through the little town of Arlington, 700 more acres. Aside from saving every• 
Ind. you will see resting on the knoll of thin1 . even the entire collection of hi~ 
a hill on the south side of the road a and his father's auto license plates from 
farm home. It's just an av'erage farm· 1913 until 1971, he has saved all his lan~ 
house. some wheels in the :vard, but nothing wilh the exception of some donated t~ 
else to suggest anything wmsual about the the fine Arlington cemetery and other such 
home. causes. 

Once you get inside you vill see furniture, Many or the valuable heirlooms in th~ 
paintings and treasw·es fr.-im all parts of Rush County home were brought to America 
the wodd. although the valuable items in by John and Eve Gowdy. Gowdy was Consul 
l\Ir. Offult's collection are kept in a Rush· General to Paris, France in 1896. 
,·me bank vault. There will be knives from Offutt enjoys telling the story of Gowdy's 
the estate of Hammud Bin Mohammud rise from a poor Rush County farm lad 
of Africa; urns that were hidden by Em· to that of world financier and diplomat. 
press Eugenia when she fled from the When a penniless farm boy, Gowdy wooed 
revolutionists in France, an·1 a clock made and became engaged to Eve Gordon, a 
in France 350 years ago. There will be siste1· to Offult's grandmother. Both were 
hundl'eds of other things such as campaign daughters of Ul'iah Gordon, wealthy boot 
badges and buttons from Washington's time and shoe merchant, who gained his wealth 
to that of President Nixon. by bringing great shipments of shoes and 

This is the farm home of Clark Offutt. copper-toed boots by steamboat and wagons 
The strangest thing about the Offutt home into the wooded areas of the west. 
is that Offult did not buy scarcely any Young Gowdy, coming into this family 
of his valuable museum pieces, they were of affluence, soon started on his spectacular 
handed down from his a11cestors. He can career to fame and f01'tune. He first became 
spend hours talking about his illustrious sheriff of Rush County. Ne:xt he was county 
ancestors. One of Offutt's grandfathers was auditor. Eventually he became chairman 
Sabert G. Offutt, who was a nephew of of the Republican State Committee. 
Danton Offutt the merchant Abe Lincoln It was while in this position that Mark 
worked for in Springfield, Ill. Hanna came to Gowdy at Rushville and 

o rrutl keeps most of his valuable col· promised that if he would carry Indiana 
lcclions in a safety vault and not at his for McKinley, that he could have his choice 
home. It was from this branch of the of jobs. The choice was Consul General 
family that Offutt got one of his most to France. 
valuable possessions, a letter to Danton Thomas. Evans, a young dentist cousin 
Offutt, signed by Abe Lincoln. This letter to the Gowdys, went to join them in Paris. 
is kept' in a bank vault at Rushville. It was in the Evans home where Empress 

One of his ancestors was John Harrod Eugenia was in hiding dw·ing a revolution 
who was in Colonel Christian's regiment in France. 
in 1774 and 1775. Harrod was also a delegate It would take a b 
to the Transylvania Convention in 1779. the interesting thlngs i Offutt's home. One 
He was a captaln under George Rogers or the most interestirl of Hoosier
Clark and built the first house in a town ana is a stamp collection started by Fannie 
named after him, Harrodsburg, Ky. Gowdy, daughter of the Consul General 

Offutt likes to tell about his great-great- to France. This ts one of the valuables 
grandfather, John Gordon who came to Offutt keeps in the safety vault at Rushville 
Rush . County in 1820. Gordon was known where he is a director or a bank. Miss 

. as "The Whittler," for as he went about Gowdy was married to Robert Mansfield, 
the country he carried in one hand a who was Consul General to East Africa. 
piece of poplar wood and a sharp knife At the beginning of this collection Is 
in the other. However, while he whittled a letter mailed to Beech Grove, Ind. , a 
he made ti-ades that made money. In his log post office that stood in the woods 
will, probated in 1841, he left each of east of Arlington prior to the 1840's. The 
his eight children a quarter section of letter liad been carried by steamboat to 
Rush County farm land. J effersonville and pony express across Indi· 

Much of th.is llµl4 . came do\rn to Offutt, ana. There were no stamps, just a signed 



,,-: Lnerch~ndise for sole at public auction. Number system wlll be useo::: 
~ ::i' / Kegistration opens at 9 a.m. Plenty of parking. A large sale, somethin~ 
r: I for everyone available at auction prices. (40-169<-
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TWO DAY ESTATE AUCTION ~ !o 

. . 
!o HASTINGS~ MICH. ~ 

located in th e Community Building on the Barry County Fai rgrounds, 
Hastings, Michigan, midway between Battle Creek & Grand Rapids. 

,: FRI., OCT. 29 & SAT., OCT. 30 
f 10:00 a.m. 10:00 
~: COINS AND BOTTLES !ormance t n di cat or; Mcintosh 

f
~ 6000 SILVER DOLLARS; Morgan MC-75 audio amplifier; recording 

•

: & Peace; various dates; mint marks mike & tapes; stereo & record 
and grades; Barber, Walking Lib- player equipment; 2 beautiful black 
erty and Kennedy half dollars; Lib- chairs w/ foot stool; 3 piece Oak

~ erty Standing and Washington quar- master bedroom suite; Queen size 
t ters· Barber Mercury and Roose- bed; pictures & paintings; several 
~ velt 'dimes· ~ few Buffalo and Jef- unusual carved tables & stands; 

! 
ferson nickels· a few steel and Lin- Greek throw rugs; writing desk w/ 
coln pennies;' a collection of a p- carving; books; 2 piece sectional; 

··: proximately 2,000 liquor bottles col- chairs; set of stonew~re dishes; 
lected from all over the w 0 r1 d; Lane cedar chest; Whirlpool bath 
Beam Commemorative including massager; m.any hand carved it

e: Democrat and Republican, c iv i 1 ems; recreation room furnlt u re; 
c· war, Alaska, Kentucky, Reno Nev- Klepshorn speakers; table & floor t ada, Pheasant, Hawaii, Japanese lamps;. cut glass b~wl & cut glass 
~: porcelain and every size and shape toothpick holder; dishes & co o.k
t• imaginable. PLEASE NOTF.: ON ware;. Hoover sweeper; black swiv
~ FRIDAY OCTOBER 29 WE WILL el office chair; unusual large glass 
~. SELL ONLY COINS A.No BOT- base lamp; Dinette table w/ bench-
' TLES. es; Seth Thomas clock; Phonograph 
[: records; luggage; cedar furniture; 
i.' HOME FURNISHINGS - SPORTS large sturgeon spear; 10 different 
t: EQUIPMENT - MISCELLANEOUS: size spears; air boat motor; 2 large f EX~ E L L EN T CONDITIO N: carbide fish lights; fish finder; fish 

f. 
Bea'll:tiful custom made .9 ft. sofa; net; deep sea poles; lots of fishing 
9 piece o a.kmaster dining room tackle; Delta jig saw; 1/4" elec. 

~ suite;. Hotpo~nt double door com- drill; power lawn mowers; shop 
~ blnat1on ,;efngerator & freezer; Hot- vacuum; Homecraft drill press; f point 30 elec. range; Roberts 5000 fish tent on sled (New)· Coleman 
,. x tape recorder; Ampex F4460 tape lanterns· mechanics steei tool cab
t• recorder; Patrician 700 Electro- lnet; Ia~ & garden tools· Home
£ Voice 4 speaker unit; Patrician 700 craft table saw; steel tool ~hest on 
'.i: Electro-Voice speakers; Mcintosh dolly; small tools; redwood plant
ef FM ~ AM tuners; Mcintosh 3- ers; and many, many other items. 
~ amplifier; Mcintosh M -13 per- Terms-Cash. Lunch on premises. 
~ CRYSTAL BULLING ESTATE f WILLIAM J. STANTON & MILO L. HILL 
; AUCTIONEERS 
~· Phone VERMONTVILLE, 726-0181 or HASTINGS, 945-9714 
~ U~l• 
f , ·------------------------------------------------------~ PAGE 21 



"! •!• second iss~~
0

~at°22"N~. 7rnz1;"s"'&· ~~ 
~ :f: mdle. 2 cal. 32 Secondary Mart i a 
, :i: No. 54283; L. W. Pond rev. mkd. "Mfg 

co .:. for Smith & Wesson cal. 32 Secondar~ 
~ f Martial No. 3122 only slightly over 2,001 
-a •l+ so mkd.; S & W mdle. 3 cal. 32 No. 90502 
~ :i: S & W baby Russian cal. 38 No. 28898 
-c .:. S & W mdle I hand ejector cal. 32 S ~ 
.f ·~ W long No. 13696; S & W mdle. M ham 

· t ejector cal. 32 S .& W long No. 12392 
~ I S & W top break rev. 2 barrels. 4" x 6 ...,.'!!!!c~ . .,.,._.,~~""'"""'~~~~-::'a'l'l"s~y 
o 1• cal. 38 mkd. on butt S. 269. and 2931 on 65,000 were made. Factory letter includ- , 
~ :€ backstrap ser. No. 537728; S & W ham- ed; Colt mdle. 1902 military auto. pistol • 
-6, t merless lemon si:iue.ezer 4th issue cal. 38 c·al. 38 No. 37511; Colt mdle 1903 auto. : ·c: ::: No. 159439; Remington mdle. 1871 S. S. pistol cal. 38 No. 33130: Colt Mdle 1905 • 
~ •? pistol very rare nickle plate cal. 50 No. auto. pistol cal. 45 No. 1321 VERY : 

't 279; Remington new modle Police Rev. RARE; Colt pocket auto. pistol cal. 380 • 
~ :i• converted to me.tallic car ridge engraved No. 39354; Colt pocket auto. pistol IN ' 
a •;: cal. 38 R. F. No. 44168; emington new BOX cal. 32 No. 421254; Colt auto pistol 
-< t model pocket rey. converted to metallic cal. 3~ super No. 120640; Zinc powder • 
~ ~~ cartridge cal. 32 R. F. No. 23304; Rem- flask with embossed dog; smooth brass 
t- :; ington Smoot cal. 38 No. 119; Remington powder flask; sculptured brass powder ""· t double Derringer cal. 41 No. 145; Rem- flask; C. Sharps 4 barreled derringer : 
~ ; ington Elliot 4 barrel Derringer cal. 32 cal. 22 No. 11243 CASED; Mo s s b e r g • 
I- •!< RF No. 20717; Rem. Elliot 4 barrel Der- bolt action rifle cal. 22 with 4 power : 
~ :i: ringer cal. 32RF No. 1 7; Rem. Elliot scone sight . ...: f Sale Inside · Food Available Plenty of Seats 

· 1- :t Sale Conducted by and held at t SHELBY FURNITURE & AUCTION CO. t West Washington St., ShelbyviHe, Ind. (40-16bd · 

21 ~~·>t•>!•H•+<t•H+H+l++>t++l<•:.+>t.+++!++!+l++h~l+H·+++it<+'*'++_,.t,°*+++++++++~ 



________ ..._ . ~ 

statement that the postage was paid. Off
utt is keeping up the collection and has most 
of the late issues of stamps. 

In one of his many old ledgers he has 
a bill where his great-grandfather, Uriah 
Gordon, a merchant at Arlington, was billed 
for a sack of 165 pounds of coffee. The 
bill was for $19.13. Six silk hats were 
billed at $15. 

1 'rhe wheels 1n the yard of the Offutt 
home are from the wagons used by Uriah 
Gordon to haul copper-toed boots from Cin-

Antique Printing 

We custom print all business 
forms just as you want them. Ask 
for estimate. 

=;!ist~ver swampy, muddy roads to the MAYHILL PUBLICATIONS 
Offutt will not sell any of his collection. P.O. Box 90 

No amount of gold would buy any of them. KNIGHTSTOWN, IND. 46148 
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Priscilla, his daughter, b manager of (SOh-x& 
the : Rushville · musewn. .. ___________ _, 22 



... "' ;;{?' -3i9-f'~a,r...(.R..J, ·~~ wa.i'....C. ~r.~'-~ ·,.-,.A (3 _,,-:,:I ?C? ti<~, tU- ,,:,, t..vc ~ -
~- In 180~0viatt is listed in the census of 

Carmel, New York. In 1801 he was one of the first 

settlers of Hudson, Ohio. 

a cabin and had gone back 

small children. 

By 1802 John had built 
£Y~J 

for H~e.4 and th~ir four 
~ · r o 'if~ ncr 2=:J 

John's brother Samuel and his wife, Louise 

Beckwith, were the fir~~~~~t~./(tf)of Bracoville, 
j~UJ1~ ,~ ~~~flA 

Ohi~and wife, Sarah Cook~came with 

their sons, Stephen and wi e Sal y Stone, Edmund 

Seth, and 

all settled near Brae 

from t 

did no 

latter 

Medina 

I 
~ move, they 

ed ~bout one mile 

Trumbull County, 

finally in Summit County, the 

of Portage County and. 

In 1807 John Oviatt voted i n Hudson, Ohio. 

He was on the tax list in 1808 and 1810. He was 

2 . 

....... 

elected one of three Fence Viewers. This was quite _ ~ 

'= portent job as it had to do with boundary lines • ._, 



.... ' 

John Oviatt was in the war of 1812. He was in 

Capt. Amos Lusk•s Company, 2nd Reg., 4th Div., of 

Trumbull County. There are some who believe he was 

a captain or colonel, butthe Ohio Adjutant General•s 

office could not confirm any r ank but private. 

11Recollections Of An Old Settler," (page 44), 

by Christian Cackler, printed first in 1874, ~eads: 

"Col. John Oviatt crone to Hudson in 1801, died 
in 1827, age 75 ;. his wife died in 1813. 11 

I have not found any proof of John Oviatt being a 

Colonel in the war of 1812. He did come to Hudson 

in 1801, He did die in 1827. Accord~ng to ~-~@ 
date of his birth, 5 }.!a,y, 1767, twin ·\v~-t~ 

he would have been sixty. Since his :·son, Almond 

Oviatt, was born 22 Sept. 1827, it seems reason able 

that 60 was a mo~e correct age than 75. His wife 

Hannah gave birth to Hannah Maria, 8 March 1814, and 

Hannah died in 1816. I believe Mr. Cackler confused 

the wife of John with Eunice Newton Oviatt, wife of 

Heman Oviatt. She died in 1813, either the 12 or 17 

of Sept., of yellow fever; buried in Chapel Street 

Cemetery, Hudson, Ohio. There is a marker. 




