
EREN EONLY 
Entries From Orren M. Rieff's Family Bible 

NEW TEST AMENT of OUR 
LORD AND SAVIOUR JESUS CHRIST 

New York: American Bible Society, 1850 

BIRTHS 
JOHN RIEFF \\4as born June 9th, 1787 
HANNAH ROSS was born Oat. 12th, 1781 
ORREN MURRAY RIEFF was born Feb. 27th, 1810 
WASHINGTON GWYNN RIEFF was born Oct. 24th· 1811 
MARY RIEFF was born Aug. 4th, 1814 
MARTIN CARTMELL RIEFF was born Dec. 22nd, 1816 
~ANCY WHITE RIEFF was born June 24th, 1819 
\fARTHA CARPENTER RIEFF was born Nov. 2nd, 1820 
HE~RY RIEFF was born Oct. 23rd, 1823 
!::LIZABETH RIEFF was born Oct. , 14th, 1826 
ORREN MURRAY RIEFF was born Feb. 27th, 1810 
MATILDA ANN FAMBRO was born. Oct. 13th, 1813 
JOHN WILLIAM RIEFF was born five minutes before six 

o'clock, Sunday morning, July 26th, 1835 
HOBERT STEWART RIEFF was born 25 minutes before 

six o'clock, Mo~day morning, .July 31st, 1837 
\fARY JA~E RIEFF was born at 12 o'clock Sunday, Jan­

uary 13th, 1839 
.;;usAN .ELIZABETH R·IEFF wa:; born Friday morning. 

J unc 26th, l 840 
ELIZA CATHERINE RIEFF was born Tuesday evening. 

March 7th, 1843 
llE.\JRY MARTIN RIEFF was born Sunday evening, Dec. 

22nd, 1814 
MARGARET DELANA RIEFF was born Sunday morning. 

Feb. 7th, 1847 
LAllRA RIEFF was born Saturday evening. Oct. 21st, 18~1 
MATILDA :\DAlJINE RIEFF was born Saturday morning. 

Nov. 2nd, 1850 
ORRE~ MURRAY RIEFF, JR. was born Sunday morning. 

3 o'clock. Oct. 3lsl. 1852 
MARRIAGES 

JOHN RIEFF was married to HANNAH ROSS, April 20th. 
1808. 

Married on Monday evening, May the 18th, 1834, in 
Davidson Co., Tenn. , by the Rev. Sam S. Moody­
Mr. Orren Murrav Rieff to Miss Matilda Ann Fambro. 

\1arried on Thursday· evening, January the 6th, 1859 at 
the residence of the bride's father in Washington 
County, Arkansas. by Jones Pierson, Esquire-John 
William Rieff to Miss Mary Catherine Wilson. 

:Vlarried on Sunday evening, Oct. the 27th, 1867 al the 
residence of the bride's father in Washington County. 
Arkansas by the Rev. John Mays-Mr. James £\·:ins 
to Miss Mary Jane Rieff. 

Married at noon, Thtirsday, the 17th day of December. 
1867 at the residence of the officiating clergyman in 
the city of Payettcville in Washington County, Ark .. 
by the Rev. John ·Mays-Mr. Thomas Jefferson Fine 
to Miss Laura Rieff. 

Married on Wednesday evening at six o'clock, Dec. 14 th, 
1895, a t the residence of the bride's father in Fayette· 
ville, Ark., Rev. John McCuistion officiating-Henry 
M. Rieff and Lizzie Burkitt. 

John W. Rieff and Malvina Hunt were married Dec. th r 
16th, 1875. 

DEATHS 
NANCY . WHITE RIEFF died Dec. 23rd, 1819 
MARTHA .CARPENTER RIEFF died Oct. 3rd, 1823 
HANNAH RIEFF departed this life April 17, 1853 

She was a dutiful and obedient daughter, a devot 
wife, kind and affectionate Mother and a consista1 
and humble Christian. Peace be to thy departed spir 
Mother. 

0. M. Rie: 
WASHINGTON GWYNN RIEFF departed this life Fehn 

ary 7th, 1861, aged 49 years, 3 months and 14 day: 
" Blessed are the dead who die in the Lord." 

Died .at 4 o'cloc.k Monday morning, May 23rd A.O. 187( 
JOHN RIEFF, aged 82 years 11 months and 14 day: 
"He hath ceased from his labors and his works d 
follow hi~."-0. M. Rieff 

l>ied on Saturday evening, Nov. 28th, 1846, SL1SAN. ELii 
ABETH, daughter of Orren M. and Matilda A. Rief 
aged 6 years 5 month and 2 days. 

Died on Friday morning at 11 o'clock, Nov. 1st, 186: 
MATILDA ADALI NE daughter of Orren M. an 
Matilda A. R.ieff, aged 10 years 11 months and 2 
days. 

Died on Thursday, Mny 28th, 1863 near Little Rock, int th 
service of the Confederate SNJtes, ROBERT STEWAR' 
RIEFF, aged 25 years 9 months and 28 days. "Peac 
be to the sleeping dead." 

Died on Wednesday morning 20 minutes before 5 o'clocl 
May 10th, 1876, of pneumonia, 0. M. RIEFF, son c 
0. M. and M. A. RIEFF, aged 23 years 6 months an 
10 days. His last words were: "I e.m !.'O tired I cann1 
rest. "May the tireci'· soul, 0 Lord, find rest with Thee. 

Died Friday morning, Sept. 25th, 1885 JOHN WILLIA! 
RIF.FF, son of 0. M. and M. A. Rieff, aged 50 yea1 
and 1 month and 28 days. 

Died on Friday night, a few minutes before 12 o'clucl 
May 11th, ORREN M. RIEFF, aged 84. years tw 
months and 14 days. 

Died on Fri-rliav evenini:t just after sundown Oct. the 25tl 
1895, MARY JANE EVANS, daughter of 0. M. an 
M. A. RIEFF, aged 56 years, 9 months and 12 day 

Died on Friday evening at one o'clock July the 31, Hl9' 
Matilda Rieff, aged 82 years 9 months and 18 days. 

Oied Sunday night March 26, 1943 JAMES FRANKL! 
RIEFF, son of JOHN and CATHERINE WILSO 
RIEFF, age 82. 

Died on Sundav evenini:t at 15 minutes .after 6 o'cloc 
July the 2:tth, 1904, ELIZA CATHERINE RIEF! 
daughter of 0 . M. and M. A. RIEFF, aged 61 year 
4 months and 17 days. 

Oied Sunday morning two minutes beforl': eleven o'cloc 
Sept. 21, 1913, HENRY MARTIN RIEFF, aged t 
years and nine months. 

Died. Saturdav ev«i>nin!? at 6 o'clock and 30 minutes, Oct 2 
1922, MARGARET, daughter of 0. M. and M. , 
RIEFF, age 75 years, 8 months and 14 clays. 

Bible now in the possession of Mrs. Ruth Kerley, Fayetteville, Arkansas 
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THE ORREN M. RIEFF FAMILY 

c ~ 

Seated, left to right: Orren Murray Rieff - Matilda Ann 
(Fambrough) Rieff - Mary Jane Rieff Evans. 

Standing, Henry Martin Rieff - Americus Lee "Meck" Evans 
- Margaret Delana Rieff - Eliza Catherine Rieff - Laura Rieff 
Fine. 

Pictu re taken in the early 1890s, as " Meck" Evans was born 
in 1882 and appears to be 8 to 12 years of age in this photo. 
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THE RIEFF FAMILY 
. • . . : := .. '-! .... 

My first acquaintance witQ,··ttie R:Le~rs was when I discovered that Or­
ren M. Rieff was the contractor·who~built the Ozark Institute building 
at Mt. Comfort. I saw·the original.i..recorc;ls:-and we have published som~ 
of them.· -I also suspected ·that· Orr.en Rieff had built the trick house 
for--his brother Henry, which i~ ·now the Moore's Chapel· .funeral h~me. 
The Rieffs have always intrigued me, ever since I visited the Rieff 1s 
Chapel cemetery out on the Cato Springs Road. I have been out there 
many times, especially when· the pear blossoms are in bloom; and I al_.. 
ways salute John Rieff, and his wife, Hannah Ross, who sleep there. 

So, it was a pleasant surprise to receive a copy of the family bib~e 
· .... of Orren M. Rieff sent· to us by one of our new members, Robert M. Aus ... 

bourne, of Tampa, Florida. Mr. Ausborne visited our office. during the 
summer and we steered him to' all the cemeteries where any Rieffs may 
be buried. 

My own interest in the Rieffs dates b~ck to the late ·.Miss Jobelle 
Holcombe who, was rrry guide on my first visit to the Rieff 1s Chapel cem­
etery. Miss Holcombe lmew the Rieff story and she made the speech when 
our Society dedicated the marker on the Henry Rieff house (now Moore's 
Funeral Home) on West Center Street in Fayetteville. 

Here, then, are the entries from the 7-page family record section of 
~e Orren M. Rieff family bible, by courtesy of Robert M. Ausbour~e, 
-6$02 - 34th Street, Tampa, Florida 33610., 

NEW TESTAMENT of Our 
.·· .. ·LORD. AND SAVIOUR ·JESUS CHRIST 

·New York:·· A~erican Bible Society, 1850 

FAMILY RECORD 
. ·-~: . 

JOHN RIEFF was barn: June 9th, l 787 ·· 
Hannah Ross was born Oct. 12th, 1784 

ORREN: .MURRA.¥:· .RIEFF was born Feb.· 27th, 1810- . 
:WASHINGTON GWINN RIEFF was born Oct •. 24th, ... J.,811 
MARY RIEFF was borh Aug. 4th, .~814 , =:·_ ..... ·~·. 
MARTIN CARTMELL RIEFF was born Dec. 22nd, 1816 
NANCY WHITE. RIEFF was ·born J~e ·24th.,; 18l~,_-( . 
. ?4ARTHA CARPENTER RIEFF:, ·was borµ No~. :~nd:.; .. -J.820 
.HENRY RIEFF was b-orn ··Oct. 23rd, 182..3. .. · .­
ELIZABETH RIEFF was born Oct. 14th, 1826 

PAGE 2 OF FAMILY RECORD 

ORREN MURMY··RIEFF was ·born F~b. 27th, ~810 . 
MATILDA ANN FAMBRO was born Oct! 13th, 1~13 .... 
JOHN WILUAM RIEFF was born five minutes before six o'clock, Sunday 

morning, July 26th, 1835 .. 
ROBERT STEWART RIEFF was bqrn · 25 minutes before six o ' .. cloc~, ..... ,Monday 

morning, July 31st, 1837 ·· · · J ••· • 

MARY JANE RIEFF was born at 12 o'clock Sunday, January 13th, 1839 
SUSAN ELIZABETH RIEFF was born Friday morning, June 26th, 1840 



ELIZA CATHERINE RIEFF was borJi .Tuesday. evening,, March 7t~,,..:.J..843 
HENRY MARTIN RIEFF was born Sunday evening, Dec. 22nd, 1844 

.MARQAliET .DELONA· .RIEFF .was born Sunday morning; Feb. 7th, :1847 
•.LA~ ... RIEF.F was.·bornr .. Sa.turday .e·vening, Oct. 21st; 1848 
.-MAT:IIDA .ADALINE ·RIEFF·· was born ·Saturday morning,, Nov. 2nd, 1850. ·> · 
. ORREN MURRAY RIEFF, JR.:~'was born -Sunday morning, .3 c;> 1 clock, Oct. ;31st, 

•. 18c:'2 . . . ~ . . . .. i ~ * . . .. :;) ·~ .. •: -· 
. . . 

: ... (Editor's note: -· Also;·on page 2 are recorded the birth dates;. of 
· some 4ter gen·erations,- as. follows:) -· , . 

I '.· :·· .. :. ·; . . t · .. ·. 

Cloyd Fredrick Rieff was born May 18th, 1911, evening 
::Ruth; A:µey'. Frances Rieff was born 12 o 1 clock,. 20 minutes,·. ·Nov. 4th, 1899. 

Baptiz·ed April· the 15·, ·1900:·. · !· 

Olli~L!nes Masters::J·1as born· Aug.; ·8th, 1889 . · ... · .. '..: ·.·, 
EJ,.mer<Eugene .Masters was· born March the 21, 1892 
Virginia Adline Kerley, born Jan. 29, 1920 
Marjorie Elizabeth Kerley, born July 21, 1921 
Joan Kerley was born Sept. 5, 1927, 4 o'clock Monday P• m. 

PAGE J OF FAMILY RECORD -- MA'RRI:AGES· 

J ~HN· ir~ was mar;r:'i~d: to HANNAH· ROSS, ·A pr. 20th, · 1808 

Married· on Monday evening, May the 18th, 18.34:,.· in Davidson.co.,. Tenn., 
~·:··· .. · by the, Rev. Sams. Moody -- Mr. Orren Murray Rieff to- Mi~:-Matil-

da Ann Fambro. . .. .:'. - ' 

Married on Thursday evening, January,.'the 6th, 1859 at the residence of 
the bride's father ·in Washing.ton· County, Arkansas, by Jones Pier­
son, Esquire -- John William Rieff to Miss Mary Catherine Wilson. 

I • .. ~ ,:_... . ~ . .. .• . 
Married on Sunday evening, Oct. the 27th, 1867 at the residence of the 

bride's father in Washington County, Arkansas by the Rev. John 
Mays -- Mr. James Evans to Miss Mary Jane Rieff. 

Married at noon, Thursday, the 17tn ·day of December;· ·1867 at the resi~ 
dence of the officiating clergyman in the city of Fayetteville in 
Washington County, Arkansas, by the Rev·. J ohh Mays - Mr. Thomas 
Jefferson Fine to Miss Laura Rieff. · 

Married on Wednesday evening at six· o ''clock, Dec. the 14th, 189.5, ·· ·at 
the residence of the bride's father in Fayetteville, Ark., Bev. 
John McCuistion officiating -- Henry M. Rieff and Lizzie Burkitt. 

John W. Rieff and Malvina Hunt were married Dec. the 16th,· 1875. 

Ruth Allie Frances Rieff arid Eugene Kerley were married Feb. 11 1919. 
She was daughter of Henry M. and Lizzie Burkitt Rieff, whose ful). 
name was Sarah Elizabeth Burkitt~.- · ~:·. · 

,: •, 

.. (Editor's :note: It is quite1 evident that some of ·these :later en• 
tries were made in later years. Different bahdwri ting.r = · 

:. ·. 
' .. 
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PAGE 4--MA~OE$ 

Cloyd Fredrick Rieff and· Miss Elizabeth Ball (?) were ~rried ~pril, 
1932 -
(Editor's note: Some of these entries are illegible. However, 
here are the Kerley marriage entries:) 

V~rginia Ann Kerley, (date i~}:~gible) . . 
MaYme Elizabeth Kerley (illeg~ble), date June 17, 194~ •. ·· 
Joan Kerley and Hugh "Griff~, .:.~r~ied Jan. 16, 1953 •. : . . 

(Edi tor's note: .. This page· ;·from. the ·-Rieff bible records · _'cb~tafriS­
four illegible ·marriage ·records · and seven birth records that are 
hard to decipher: Griffiri;' .. Rid<f!.e and Rieff.) 

. PAGE 5--COLLATERAL .RECC!ID 

THOMAS JEFFERSON FINE was born.June the 15th, 1847 
MARGARET MATILDA ·FINE was born Aug·.- 10; 1848 -.. ... 
HEMRY MARTIN FINE was born Thursday, Aug. the 2nd1 1877 
RUTH ALLIE RIEFF (?) was born Nov. the 4th, 1899 
HENRY HUGH RIEFF was born Jart. the 3rd·, 1901 
ROY RIEFF was born Sept. 12, 1902 
ROBERT ·LEE-RIEFF was born· Dec. 13, 1903 

ANNETTE CATHARINE EVANS was born Thuesday morning,, April 19, 1869 
MARGARET JOSEPHINE EVANS was born Monday evening, June 17;, 1872 
LAURA BELL EVANS was born Thursday morning,, Oct. 29,, 1874 
SARAH ANN EDNA EVANS·was born Friday m~rning; Feb. 21, 1879 
AMMERI CUS LEE EVANS was born Sunday eve'., ·March 19 ~ 1882 
·· · (Editor's note: There are· two more "llleg:lble entries on this page, 

the names appearing to be· Billy and Eula. The EVANS entri~s were 
added later and are in good handwriting. But they are additions 
to the original Orren M. Rieff family ·bible.) · · · 

PAGE 6--DE;A THS 

NANCY WHITE RIEFF died Dec. 23rd, 1819 
MARTHA CARPENTER RIEFF died Oct. 3rd,, 1823 
HANNAH ~-EFF: departed this life April 11·, 18.53 

(Editor's note: Here follows another.death paragraph·that.we are 
unable to decipher. It appears to be a eulogy for Hannah Rieff, 
who is buried on the Rieff's Chapel graveyard on the Cato Springs 
Road south of Fayetteville.) 

WASHINGTON GWYNN RIEFF departed this life February 7th, 1861, aged 49 
years, 3 months and 14 days. "Blessed are the dead who die in the 
Lord··" .-. · 

Died at 4 o'clock Monday morning, May 23rd A.D. 1870, JOHN RIEFF, aged 
82 years 11 months and 14 days. "He hath ceased from his labors 
and his works to follow him. -- o. M. Rieff" 

Died on Saturday evening, Nov. 28th 1846, SUSAN ELIZABETH, daughter of 
'· Orren M. and Matilda A. Rieff, aged 6 years 5 months and 2 days:.-

Died on Friday morning at,11 o'clock, -Nov. lst, 186r, MATILDA ADALINE 
daughter of Orren N. and MatildaA. Rieff, aged 10 years 11 months 
and 29 days. 

Died on Thursday May 28th 1863 near Little Rock, in the service of the 
Confederate States, ROBERT STEWART RIEFF, aged 25 years 9 months 

·.: .. ·;and 28 days. .."Peace be to the sleeping dead." 



Reiff Family 

Died on Wednesday morning 20 minutes before 5 o'clock, May 10th, 1876, 
of pneumonia , O. M. RIEFF, son of o. M. and M. A. RIEFF, aged 23 
years 6 months and 10 days . His last words were: "I am so tired 
I cannot rest. May the tired soul, 0 Lord, find rest with thee. 11 

PAGE 7--DEATHS 

Died Friday morDing, ~ept . 25th, 18~5 JOHN WILLIAM RIEFF, son of J .C. 
and M. A • Rie~f , ·ag~d SQ years ·and 1 .month and 28 days. 

Pi~d ·on Friday ·night, a few minutes before 12 ·o1clqck, May 11th, OP.REN 
·.. ~M: . RIEFF, aged 84 years two months and 14 days . 

Died on Friday even~11g just after sundqwn Oct . the 29, 1895, Mary Jane 
Evans, daughter of O. M. and A. J . RIEFF, aged 56 years 9 months 
and 12 days. 

Died on Friday evening at one o 1 clock July the 31, 1896, Matilda Rieff, 
aged 82 years 9 months :a•11d 18 days. 

Died Sunday night March26,1943, JA~1ES FRANKLIN RIEFF, son of JOHN and 
CA THEPlNE l·JILSO~ RIEFF, qge 8~. 

(Two illegible records, then the fo+low~:) 

Died Sunday morning two minutes before e+even o ' clock, Sept. 21, 1913, 
HENRY f'f.ARTIN RIEFF, aged 68 years and nine months . 

(Two ~ore i llegi91e paragraphs, then this: ) 
. . 

Died Monday night at .11 o ' clock, Jan . 2ndl929, Sarah Elizabeth Rieff-­
wife of HENRY RIEFF, aged 56 years , 2 months and 10 days . 

Maggie .Evans died Wednesday morning a few minutes after 5 o'clock, Sep­
tember 27, 1893, aged 21 years 3 months and 10 days . Maggie pro­
fessed r eligion September 14, 1887 . 

Died on Sunday mornin~ Oct . 3, 1875, Margaret M. Fine, daughter of 
Thomas and Laura Fine, aged 2 years and 1 month. 

Died on Tuesday morning Feb . 4th, 1896 Henry M. Fine , aged 18 years, 6 
months . 

(Editor ' s note: There are .. two other death records on this page 
in the Rieff family .bibl~--Ellis Masters and Elmer Masters, both 
of which are illegible.) 

V1 c h s 

HEADQUARTERS HOUSE 

Your Newsletter arrived . Please send me the names of the people whom 
I should contact .and I. will write to them about preserving the old 
Tebbetts house as a historical site . Hhen I was a young girl arrl · going 
to the old Washington School, I walked by the old house each day on rrry 
way home, and even though I was only a cbild I loved the house and the 
history behind it . Vera Drake , Vel ma Phelps , Dr. Walker 's daughters, 
Miss Morrow (my 7th grade teacher) and Prof . Bates have all talked to 
and tol d me the history behind the old hous~, and each year when my 
husband and I are ther e we go by and look at the ho~se. I will do 
all I can to help preserve it . 

,...~ "~. ~ .r-- ". ~-~ '!\~Tv ~/.\UFORN !P 

·- ._ ..... . ._J v.•"' "L ~OCtETY 

Mrs . Margaret Troutman 
Hazl eton, Indiana 

' 


