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Ritchie Family 

RULES FOR DECEASED VETERAN CEMETERY MARKERS 

Any family member for a deceased veteran of any war (except Texas 
Independence) may order a NEW marker -- veteran in an unmarked 
grave and never had a marker, a REPLACEMENT marker for a 
broken, stolen, or unreadable one. 

HOWEVER DO NOT! DO NOT! return the old marker. What on 
earth would they do with it!? The person, whom spoken with 
confirmed that as in the past, a broken or unreadable marker should 
be taken up and destroyed ... in other words, they do not want two 
government markers on a single gravesite. 

Government markers for the Veteran may be placed in any cemetery, 
but a government marker for a spouse may be obtained only if they 
are buried in one of the national cemeteries. 

It is suggested that especially with the Civil War, the upright 
marble reminiscent of the style of the time, be selected. They are 
beautiful! 

Replacement medals can be ordered. ONE SET; not one for all 
members of the family who want one! 

If you find a government headstone on the grave of an ancestor 
or loved one, remember that someone had to apply for it A copy of 
that application which would give genealogical data, may be obtained 
by writing to Memorial Programs (403A), National Cemetery Systems, 
Department of Veterans Affairs: 810 Vermont Avenue, NW, Washington 
DC 20420 

Original Message sent from: 
Ginny Toney 
Houston, TX 

ORANGE COUNTY CALIFORNIA 
GENEALOGICAL SOCIETY 

This piece of information was sent to me from Jean Scarlett 

VA Form 40-1330 Application for Standard Government Markers. 
The website is www.va.gov 

Carroll Cousins XXIll: 1, 2001 


