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Page 1,

Rodearmel, Rodermil; Rodamels, Rodalmels;Rodarmel Rhodehamil,
Bhoadhamel, Rhotehamel,Rotraemel,Rhodarmer Families S_,with some
account of them in Berks & Philadelphia Counties, Pa and in Miami

& Montgomery Counties in Ohio. Eugene S, Wierbach, Feb 22,19
Balboa Island, Californla,P O, Box 331,

e

Captain Jacob Rodearmel; 3rd Company, 2nd Battalion, Berks Co Militila,
May 17, 1777 under Lt, Col, Mark Bhrd & Major John Jones,l1775=1777.
Pa Arch 5th Series Vol 5 pgs 177 & 189,

John Roadarmill, Richmond Tp, Berks Co Pa took the Oath of Allegience,
in 1742, Pa A Arcg 2nd Series Vol 2, p. 384

The following were naturalized in Pa;
Peter Rodermell,Lancaster Co, a Quaker, 4/12/1743,
Christian Rodarmarle, Philadelphia Co9 a Quaker, 9/25/1744,
Paul Rodarmarie, " s 9/25/1744/

Daniel Rothermel & Maria Magdalena Keiser,married July 9, 1765,
New Hanover Lutheran Church Records,Pa-Ger Soc Vol XX, 1909,

Barbara Rothermel & Johannes Phull, married August 16, 1770

Anna Catharine Rothermel & Johan Adam Braus ,married July 2, 1765,
Hans Jurg Rothermel, Johan Daniel Rothermel, and Christoph Rothermel
were confirmed in 1753 in New Hanover Lutheran Churchoiabove reference
Catharina Rothermal, b 11/24/1745 vapt 11/28/1745,
Felicltag Rothermel, b 9/1/1752 bapt 10/22/1752,
Johan Frederich Rothermel b ¥/1/1747 vapt 7/12/1747,

Leonhard Rothermel, b 10/24/1750 bapt 11/18/1750,
The above four children of Christophel & Julians Rothermelo

Eva BRosina Rothermel, b 1/30/1754 bapt 4/7/1754,
Varia Barbara Rothermel, b 4/1/1751 bapt 6/23/1751.
John Christophel Rothermel b 5/9/1762 ( Twins, no bapt date)
John Peter Rothermel, b 5 9/17 2,
The above four children of Daniel & Anna Barbara Rothermal.

Christina Rothermel, b 8/5/1758 bapt 9/3/1758,
Maria Elisabeth Rothermel b ( age 3 weeks today) bapt 6/13/1747,
The above two children of Daniel & Barbara: Rothermel

The following are from, " A List of Deaths"(same source as above)

Wife of Daniel Rothermel 10/29/1764, age 41 year,s°
Daniel Rothermel 10/23/1765 age 48 years,
Johann Leonard Bothermel, son of Christoph, 11/24/1?51°

From, "Forts on the Pennsylvania Frontier“,Pa HlSt & Museum Com,
Harrisburg, Pa, 1960,
Page 299, o.e00onear Rodalmels on this side of. the Mountain,
about 18 miles from Fort Henry(Berks Co Pa)
Page 312...... arrived at Peter Rodermils at 2 P M, 15 miles
from Reading.
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RODERMEL , RODARMEL , ROTHERMEL, FAMILIES , Berks Co Pa. ‘
: Researched Aug 5,1968 Eugene S. Wierbach

» Letters of Administration Index (1752-191k4) Laura Rodarmel 12(6{1258
vol 1., p 90, Ursula Rodarmel et al, relict of Laurence Rodarmel, Windsor
o Tovnship. Pe%er Rodarmel Maiden Creek Tp., John Rodarmel Maiden Creek Tp
: (Blacksmith). Peter & John brothers of Laurence Rodarmel. Ursula, Peter
and John Rodarmel appointed administrators of Laurence Rodarmel's Estate,

1785 John Rodermel Estate, vol 4 p 32. Heirs, Elizabeth (widow) and son.
Jacob Rothermel/Rodermel,

Dec 23, 1285 John Rodermel Estate., Elizabeth (widow) Jacob one of the
sons, Richmond Tp Berks Co Pa.

1777 Abraham Rodermel Estate. Peter Rodermel & John Schlegel(Excetors)

vol 2 p 3138.

1833 Jacob Rodermel Estate, Joseph Simon & Jacob Rodermel)Jr) Excetors)
vol 7 p 118, and

April 1, 1828 Ja¥ob Rodermel Estate , wife Magdalena, Excetor,

Sons; Joseph., John., Jacob (Jr)., David., Simon. —

Jacob given the home place, 28 acres & 15 perches, also land in
Ruscomanor Tp (28 acres).

Daughters; Sussannah m to Daniel Yost., Hannah married to John Deisher.,
Esther married to Daniel PFagely and Elizabeth (single).

Joseph, Simon and Jacob Rodermel, Excetors. Witnesses to the Will
appear in Court to Attest to the Will May 17, 1833.

March 12, 1782 Peter Rodarmel Estate, WILL Bk "B" (1781-1811) p 50.

-~ Wife; Maria Magdalena. Children; Damiel., Catharine,, Peter., Jacob.,
and Abraham. Mentions "providing for dear Father & Mother", %ut thair
names not mentioned. Names brother Danie;,Excetor. Daniel & George
Bryfogle attest to the Will.

October 18i 122%. Abraham Rothermel Will ( In German with English trans-
lation). Wife; Barbara., Son Abraham age 21 yrs., Catharine daughter age
18 yrs. Peter Rothermel & John Schlegel, Excetors, Will attested 11/10/
1777.
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LANCASTER COUNTY HISTORICAL

-

230 NORTH PRESIDENT AVENUE
LANCASTER, PENNSYLVANIA 17603

February 24, 1966,

Mr. Eugene Studebaker Wlerbach,
Box 331,Balboa Island, California.

Dear Hr. Wierbach:

Thenk you for the bit of informatlon om Dr. Slmon H. Landis and
Sarah Studebaker, It all helps as you Kaow.

I do not have & Mohler Family Tree, so I cannot halp you there,
fAbout the Rhodehamil, and other spellings, I cannot flnd thls nams=

but do find in Berke County Hlstorles the name Jacob Rothermel,
Hs was A captalin during the Revolutlion Pesnna Archivesg Serdes 5 ,

™ Vol. 5, p.16f, Could this be another spelling? They glve one of
the early spellings -Rodearmel, Johannes the earllest know ancestor
who was born in Wachbach 1688, and crossed the Atlantle 1730 dylng
enroute tn America, He had married in his natlve land Sybilla Zimmerman.
Children:
Aons Maria M, Peter Fetherolf
110353108 18
Iawrence,
Paul
Peter
John
Chrigtlan
There is a Rothermel Burlial ground near Fleetwood, Berks County.
From Barks County Pannsylvania compiled by Morton L. Montgomery.
pub. J. H, Beers; 1909.. If thig is the right famlly perhaos
The Historical Soclety of Berks County, 940 Centre St., Reading
Perina, may be able to help you,
Slocerely,
A '} <
( -~ AN B
{Hra. Charles M. “uﬂdgren.} /i
p——

%

LIBRARY & MUSEUM HOURS — DAILY 1:00 TO 5:00 P.M., SAT. 10:00 TO 5:00, THURS. EVE, 0}}/ i
Publishars of the JOURNAL of the Lancoster County Historieal Sociaty issued quartarly ‘\

\\,\
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23 February 1968

John &, Rothermel, Attorney
31 North 8izth S8treet
Reading, Permsylvaniajl960l1

Dear Mr, Rothermel;
Recently, in my research on the

Studebakers, I discovered a great grandmother whose
malden name wag Catharine Rodhamel, and whose grande
father, Jacob Rothamel, believed to have come from
( near Dayton,Ohic)
Berks Co, Pa settling in Montgomery Cos Ohio by the
early 1800%s, His WAll probveted April 6, 1835 mentions
his children; Jacob,, Peter,, Henry., Samuel and daughters%
Catharine, Hannah and Mary or Maria., I have the information
from & History of Berks Co(Buffalo,N.Y: 1898) regarding
the Rothermels, and other information from other Pa sources,
a copy of which I am enclosing. Since this hlstory mengions
femily members settling in Ohio and Indiana, I am hoping to
be able to connect my ancestor with the Berks Co, Pa familys
As you know, many Pa<German surnsmes changed through the
years, my own surname was originally Weierbacher(Bucks Co Pa)
If you have information as to thls possible connection, or

kmow of others who may have, I'd appreciate knowing about it.

Kindest regards
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’ Chairman Editor & Genealogist Editor & Genealogist Secretary-Treasurer
| Emmert Studebaker Eugene Wierback F.LA G, Alving Faust, Ph.D., F.LAG, Mary E. Studebaker
Route 1 Box 331 FO8 Princeton Boulevard 781 W, Drive, Woodruff Plaza
Tipp City, Chio Balboa |sland, California Fittsburgh 21, Pennsyivania Indianapolis, Indiana

HISTORICAL COMMITTEE:

Chairman

Dr. Richard Studebaker

2528 Far Hills Avenue

Dayton, Chio 454192 i ' '
Jobn Ward Studebsker Ph.D,

i 50 Wast 44th Stroet
? Mew Yaork, Mew York 10036

e

Ford Studebakar

4320 Old Dominion Crive
Apartment S0E

Aarlington, Virginia 22207
Walter Carlock A.B.

J03F Calfax Avenue, South
Minneapaolis, Minnesota 55428

" e E. Irene Miller DLAR.
817 N, Westedge Drive

¥ Tige City, Ohio 45371
Karl H, Studebaker

708 via Del Palma
5 Whittler, Californla 20822

Dr. John Studebakar
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puaght ok one year.  Fle then engaped in
ihe millingand mereantile business at Griese-
mersville L_\ii”:_-j. where he also conducted o
il Later he moved o Exeter town.
siigy, whete he cigengred in farming and eon-
hprted o sfive mill pitil hig removal to Brom.
el Mty where he conducted o stare dur
e the lutter wears of s liie, He possed
it the unknown bevand in 180, In relig
(s dttachments. he was & member ol the
[eformed Charch, He wnz united in the

ind thev, reared’ the hlll-l'-'p'lli'-_: chitdren -
Adelne, who marmied' 'H. . Sadel - _]'.'|11':|"_~'-I-II.
f the rentigman whidke mame heads these lines;
| AL Crrerenn Amelis, decensed Lrness
v Mary O, the wife of lsaac  De Turck s and
Stogleton
| leffersom Snvder, after priendine phe com
|| * mion sehonls by way o proparstion or ool
Catbended Latayvette Colleog, riuduating
| - thereleom In 1822, e then taught school
| foir i v, daiter which e vetsd law under
TR prredg pron .‘-|-][1 of Lreorpe 7. Buer, f':-u|_
!._ 4 ol Rading, being admiited to the bar i
| t#zse He hus dequired o4 good clientage
aitl] s g resson Lo regrel. s choicy
il profession, Ile i held in |!.!_;|| Sigem
s leiow members af the Dar anid dldas By
his fellow Cinjicns
My Snyder was united o mardiaeze Octo
ey 16, 1857, with Anny L. Taeger, o dangh
ter of Rey, Thomas L. Iaeger, and thedh
o s |I{'I n |.|!|_'3- wed by the bivik ol thire
mildren: Moy : Thomas: and Joho K
Politically, Mr. Sovder was 2 R pubilican
L IEEs, when he becime atfilinted with
thee Dretuperatic party.  In religious belied
hetis dittember of the! RelGrmed Chureh,

y EL - X8

HE ROTHBERMEL FAMILY The
IReithierionel Himdily, which has been
closely identified with the growth nd

= deselopment of Berks County for more than

deentury and a hall, traces its ancestry back
oale gotvedrs o one Johaones Rothermel,
3 1 eave soldier wlio won fame and 2 name in
the enrly Gernuin wars,  [ohannes, as the
legend has il was foremast in battle, and

g : - |
cinidy o ggood pobie “school  education,

[ Bhonids o wedlock with Riuchel Schimehl,

BERKS COUNTY 11

His valinnt deeds won lor him the title of
Keth eronel (ved sleave), and thes hé Decamae
known as jobunnes Rath:ermel,

The fist Amercan ancestor of thils well-
known [hmily was _|nhn Rothermicl whi was
Lirrn in Wackbiuch,a Dutch province, in 16528,
In 1708 John Rothermel [ormed o mateino
ninl allinnee with Svbilla Zimmernian, o s
tive ol the same provioee, and o sister al the
Limous Generl Aimmerman, of the Nether
el Armv.  AHer the birth of six children,
he emigrated 1o America, on account of the
unscttled politic] condition of his antive
country and a desive fur the proator Tréedom
ol the western world.. In company with a
large number of other emigrmnts from that
country, he got sail lor Amierica with his wile
avd children, But Providence willed thae
Jobhn Rothermel should sever see the Hedkp.
table shores ol the new warkl., e bétcame
il on the voyage, died; and wos consignid
t o grave in the watery deep.  The remain
der uf the family Landed <itely ln Philadel
Pl Auigeist 20, 730, dud in the Tolliswi o
viar LHey Iochited in whot' & now DBerlks
County, then Philadelphis County.  The six
children which hi:'.-u‘.ull thie weiion o Johniong
Sybills Rothermel were = Ao Marin Law
fence s Pauls Petet: John; and Christiom

\ume Marin Rothermel was oo in Febri-
arv. 171z ancd wits b eldest child aed anly
davghter born o ey parent= Lo 1730, prin
tor thy cinigl wion 1o this Country, ;-'-’[1-' Wik
foined i wedloek with Peter Fetlicroll who
wiis” ormcin Waochbaeh, Moarch 200 1500, and
wias o .son af Jobn Jacolh Fétheroll. | They
dis] pot locate with the pest ol the famile in
Berks Countv. bt purchiased o tract of 15
nerds i Macangie township, Behigh Cou 13
where Peter Fetherolf died Augus 15, 175,
il | J!H" his wile dizd o lew ViOArs lat bt
.”""," waors biothy Thfed to riest upiom their farm.,
which tsstill inthe prsssessional theie deseon
dans;

Lawrency Rothermel bowala o omcval 130
acres In Windso Inwnkhi[:_ Herks Countv, in
Iras, upon wihich e settod aond Decame dine
ol the leading wmen of thar communite. [
1746 he was unpited in marmiage with Miss
i{u|i|"~. a danghter of David Kabns ol Al
burtis, I.l‘tli;_:fl. Cuntity, !:_l.' whom he had 1wao

children, os f(ollows: Leonard: bud Maria

Lathedd hids i in the blood of his eonemy. | who married John C0 Romig.  From this
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-G ~D°b0ra Rothern' 3
iﬁ Born ‘De Turk:wife. o y
. Johannes" Rothermel /-
Born” Aug! 9, 1782/
-~ Died Ti‘eb*21 1844/
o Aged 61 y. 6-mo. 15 da
7 Joh’vnnes Rotbe1 mnl/
2Son of/ -
Johannes- ana Deb01
Rotnermcll

Born Mar.:7, 1806/
Died Oct. 20 18104
Aged 43 y Tom

3, pr 28, 182,6/ g

eter— Rothermelﬁ,'{"w
Born "‘August- 12, 1761/ be
Married March. 30;: 1793'/‘
Susanna De Turk and had/

3 ‘sons-*and -4 daughtels, Dxed

- Sept, :10, 1825, .
Aged 62.y.29da:” :
11.-Susanna. Rotherm
‘Born De Turk/< .-,
- Wife of ¢ Peter Rother
:Born-Fep. 19,°1778/+"
" Died Oct: 25, 1817/
Aged 44 y..8 mo. 6 da. :
_Cathaune Rothermel/

~1‘jDaughte1 of Peter and Susann

} Rothermel/

"2+ Born June 2, 1794/
"” Died Oct; 22 1825/ :
Aged 29y, 4 mo. 20 da

R ;3 Susannah - ‘Rothermel /. .

Daug}*ter of- Peter and’ Susann
‘Rothermel/ - .o

- Born ‘Aug. 24, 1790/-‘--

- Died: Apr -3,:1839...

f 14 ‘Maria R thermel, =

D‘,ughtcr of- Pe‘ce' and -Sucam
- ,Rother‘nel/ ' it

'Born Feb { ‘9"
ot L Died. Oct -1, 1843

hfe of 19 y 11 rrx'o 1‘1‘ d o
: :Fréaderlck A Maurer-——2 ‘ a

"‘thannes and Cathen
: nas/

IVATE BURYING

NSCRIPTIONS: NEAR:

x;«BERNVILLE: P4

1 d_by Mrs. C: M. Stemmet
R Readmg, Fa-.,

Barbara W1fe
:_‘.‘Stump/Born Oct 9

" Born~ Sept.. 14, 1789/::1
: Died ‘Dee:. 1806 '

: 4 ~-Samuel Stump/

".Born Oct. 9, 1777/
ri: Died - JuIy 27, 1850

5 “Anna’ Maria Stump / Wlfe of

'Samuel Stump / Born Nov 30,
1786/D1ed Sept 24 1842

of iJ ohannes‘ W

L JINE  N AT 8T AY CIR RS J O LISRE .

Mational @feneaﬂogﬁcmj Society

;57@3,3&11:@@@@ |

192 E

) "GROUND NEAR THE HOCH ..
'fvaE’FE'RY BE'RKS CO PA

& MINSCRIPTIONS IN-THE
WEIDNER PRIVATE BURYING

8 Veromca Weldner/
Born:Berto/ .. 3
Wife' of Jacob Wexdner/
Born June 8 1793/ 5

2 TR
YTan. 80, Liioy gy 0
eCathanne Borkert hved/
swith her 33 yrs. had/-

F‘two sons-and 1° daughter/
‘Died- Aug. 2, 1836, aged/
80 yrs, 6 mo. 16 da.
“Catharine Weidner/ -

,_g;gVer of Johannes Weldner/

~tBorn- April-15,- 1755/ : T
*Dled _August 8, 1826/
ged 73 yrs. 3. mo. 24 da

- 5. «ganna Weidner/ .

. Boxn -April 10; 1764/
~ ‘Dled Dec. 11, 1829, -+

" 6.. Johannes’ Weldner/ SRR
%Vn of Johannes- Wexdner and

ife” Catharine- Borkert/:
bom Sept.-24, 1791/ -~
Died- July 17, 1807

v %acob Weldner/ '

.- Born Nov. 20, 1793/
Marned Wlth/ ;
“Veronica Berto/

July. 30,-1820/~ - =
I'son and 3 daughters/ .
.de Nov. 14, 1860.:

L' Wife ofriohn B. Weldner/
>, Born July 4, 1833/ -
. Died Nov, 7 1891.

/
*"John ‘and Sarah We1dner
~‘Born-Dec. -16,. 1861/
* 27 Died Sept. 7, "1874;

fléw ‘Sarah Ellen daughter of/';:f

: John and: Sarah’ Weldner/ o
Born July 28, 1869/

D1ed Aug 17 1874 S T

e INSCRIPTIONS
KEIM PRIVATE. BURYING -
GROUND;’ BE’RKS CO., PA:.
- Jacob ‘Keim, son’ ofr.]'ohn Kelm/
*Born October 24;° 1724/
.r-Dxed October -18, 1799/ ..
3. Aged 75 years lackmg six; days

. 2 Magdalena Keim, born Hoch/ B

- Wife of Jacob Keim/:"
~Born December 21, 1730/ ~
~Died- 'April 21, 1804/
-Aged 78" years 4 months. ,
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E. 'f £ T J‘( R ( Suﬂanna. anh (moe Wmdner]f Childrén of Giftf-mh_' W, end Ivaomi
o ® ) I.Isljnn andg’ ' #“Wife'of Gideon Hoch/ 7y Hoeli: 8
"E' ot gery/ 4 2 Born July 18 1797/ \ 96, Willi 8. Hdch, born Nov. - 15,
§ TR / 8/ -. 8 Died Oct-12, 1831/ - 1860, died Sept. 5, 1862. ~ ° °
B v 22 sy Aged 84 yra, 2 mo. 20 da, 57, Seth K. Hoch; born Aug: 9,
e R 0. 16 du' oL M. fgopt. 27, 1818, Gideon Hoch m. ez died Sept. T, 1863.
? = aR o Vi Ry ' gysanna Weidner, Oley. (Trinity Mahlon 8. Hoch, born Aug. 27,
25 § s A B 1utheran Church, Reading, Pa ]1 1864, died Jan. 81, 1B65. : .
= | o ¥ n Tsther Hochin/ = _ 29, Walton M. Hoch, born April 5, -
I { i L PRy e b g © Born Nov. lTEE;’ 2.0 1868, died June 21 1868wt = A
j i % ! Igrmﬂl Levan,r' : (rest of 31;:]-11& Ille;;lhle] by 0. gdgmﬁlmﬁ "]‘E’ ziﬁﬂy 30,1872, -
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THE PIONEER ROTHERMEL FAMILY OF
BERKS COUNTY.

A Paper read before the Historical Society December 12, 1911,
by ABRAHAM H. ROTHERMEL, Esq.

That John Rothermel and his wife, Syhilla Ziswnerman
Rothermel, of Wachbach, were the ancestors of all the Rothermels
of Berks Connty, Pennsylvania, his always heen known by nearly
every tmembier of the family in Anserfen,  Family traditions,
printed pamphlets relating to the {nmily history, and the records
costained in the origieal family Dible, owned by the late Samuel
H. Rothermel, of Philadelphia, nniil it was destroyed by fire, about
1880, all ngree npon Wachbaeh as the home of Jolin pad Sybilla
Rothermel before taking vovage for America, 1t is alzo equally
well estliflished that Jobn Rothermel wis born in 1688; that he
mairied his wife, Sybills Zimmerman, in 1708 that, aiter the
hirth of six children in Wachbach, the otire family set sail on
the ship Thistle, From Rotterdam, for America; that the father
died and was buried at sea, and that the renmining members of the
emigrant party landed in the city of Philadelphia on August 20,
17300 The children of John and Syhilla Rothermiel included one
danghter and five song, Lawrence, Paul, Peter, John and Cheistian,
The daughter, Anna Muria, was the oldest, having been born in
Februvary, 1712, Tn ryag, prior to the embarkation for America,
Anoa Marin marcried Peter Feterhalf, who was born in Wachlach,
March 2o, 1000, ad who wos the son of Jolm Jacob Feterholf.
Peter Feterholf came with the family to America mind, with his
wife, settled in Macungie Township, Lehipgh County, where they
Lought 150 acrés of land. Peter Feterboli died August 135, 1784,
aml his wife scvernl vears theteafter. Doth were buried in a
private cemetery npon their fanm, which until very recent years
was, and may sHll be, cwned by their descendants,

Lawretice Rothermel, the oldest son, settled in Windsor
Towitship, Berks County, wheee, in 1538, he purchased 150 acres
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of land. In 1746 he married a daughter of David Kuhns, of
Alburtis, Lehigh County. He had two children, a son, Leonard,
and a daughter, Maria.

Paul Rothermel bought 250 acres of land in Maidencreek
Township, Berks County, in 1738, and lived there until the time
of his death. IHe married Catharine Maurer in 1747, and had six
children, Peter, Leonard, Paul, John, Jacob and Barbara.

Peter Rothermel settled in Richmond Township, Berks
County, where he purchased the following tracts of land: One
hundred acres in 1737, 250 dcres in 1738 and 100 acres in 1743
He married \Iagdalena Dreibelbis, a daughter of Jacob Dreibelbis,
and became the father of four children, Daniel, Peter, Margaret
and Abraham.

The writer is a great-grandson of Peter Rothermel, through
his son, Peter Rothermel, and grandson, Abraham Rothermel, the
latter having been the writer’s father.

John Rothermel (1722-1783) bought 25 acres of land in
Windsor Township adjoining the ‘tract of his brother Lawrence,
and settled thereon. His wife was Mary Siegiried, the first white
child to be born in Maxatawny Township. Their children were
Abraham, Jacob, Daniel and John.

Christian Rothermel, the youngest child, settled in Maiden-
creek Township, Berks County, where, in 1742, he purchased 250
acres of land, adjoining the farm of his brother Paul. He married
and became the father of six children, namnely, Margaret, Sybilla,
Magdalena, Amanda, Peter and John,

Notwithstanding the fact that much of the history of the
pioneer family has been preserved, the location of Wachbach, -
their home in their mother country, was forgotten by their
descendants in America, The writer’s father and other members
of the family were long of the opinion that Wachbach was a
village or province of Holland. This impression arose, doubt-
less, from the fact that the place of embarkation for America
was a Dutch port, the family having sailed from Rotterdam, as
previously stated. The error thus begun was given wider cir-
culation by the monograph of a charlatan, who, about the middle
part of the preceding century, pretended knowledge of a fortune
awaiting the call of the family in Holland.



'

136 THE PIONEER ROTHERMEL FAMILY OF BERKS COUNTY.

When, in 1910, the writer determined upon a European
journey, and, incidentally, a visit to the home of his ancestors, the
location of Wachbach upon the map of Europe was not an easy
matter. A letter of inquiry sent to Holland brought no information.
Fortunately, on a previous trip abroad in the summer of 1908, the
writer had met Paul Rothermel, of London, England. Mr. Rother-
mel was found to be a gentleman of education and culture, and
although he had lived in London 25 years, was a native of Luxem-
burg. Through the courtesy of Mr. Rothermel, Wachbach was
definitely located as a village in the extreme northeast part of the
kingdom of Wurtemberg, in Germany. It lies in the division of
Wourtemberg which is known as the. “Circle of the Jagst,” and is
found between the 4gth and 50th degrees of north latitude. It
is, therefore, in the same latitude as central, or northern New-
foundland. :

A traveler entering the place whence his ancestors had come
to America 180 years before, during which time, as far as is
known, no communication has been obtained between his kin in
the old and in the new world, finds much to interest him and much
to reflect upon. The Tauber Valley Railway carries the tourist
to Mergentheim, a town of 5000 inhabitants, the railway station
nearest to Wachbach. The village lies three miles to the south.

The Tauber Valley is one of the most beautiful and pic-
turesque parts of Germany. Every foot here is historic ground.
It suffered severely in the Thirty Years’ War (1618-1648). In
1688, 1692, 1703 and 1707 the French entered Wurtemberg “with
fire and sword, annihilating whole villages in their brutality, and
leaving deserts in their track.” When not beset by foes from
without, the inhabitants, spurred on by princes who were ever on
the watch for territorial aggrandizement, engaged in religious
wars among themselves. The moated castle at Mergentheim was
the seat of the ancient Teutonic Order, affiliated with the Roman
Church. The castle at Wachbach “was the home of the Frei-
herren von Adelsheim, who allied themselves with the Protestant
Church. The very name of Wachbach was first applied to the
little stream of water which runs by both places, because along
its banks pickets or soldiers were constantly on the watch; or.
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as expressed in German, “wacht.” There are many present-day’
reminders of the religious fervor which glowed and throbbed and
burned out in this community. In Mergentheim the public foun-
tains and monuments are surmounted by crucifixes and other
sacred emblems, and many houses are adorned, on their exterior,
by figures of the Virgin and Child, and other like tokens. The
bighway from Mergentheim to Wachbach follows, in the greater
part, the sinuous course of the Wachbach Creek. On this road
still stand three crucifixes, life-sized, and carved in marble. The
time of their erection appears to be unknown, but every man in
the community raises his hat in reverence when passing these
sacred memorials.

The Mergentheim of to-day is a summer resort, famdus for
the waters of a medicinal spring, which are taken by persons suf-
fering from stomach and liver troubles. There is a large “Kur-
haus,” with baths, and the reputation of “Bad Mergentheim” in
Germany is eclipsed only by Carlsbad and Wiesbaden.

The postman makes two trips ‘daily between Mergentheim
and Wachbach and when one rides with him in the diligence
which the rural mail carrier provides in Germany, he is carried
to the Lamm Hotel in Wachbach. The Lamm is chosen for two
reasons: It is the largest and presumably the best hotel in the
village, and Alouse Dictzel, the postman, is a brother of Michael
Dietzel, its proprietor.

Wachbach is distinctively a farming village. It has 860 in-
habitants, whose principal occupation is the tilling of the outlying
lands. There are a half dozen small stores, three hotels, three
bakeries, two tailors, two blacksmiths’ shops, several shoemakers
and a grist mill. The buildings are all of stone and plaster, and
are covered with an earthen tile, which was originally red ia color.
Many of the buildings show the frame-work of the heavier tim-
bers, producing a pleasing effect in architecture, somewhat simi-
lar to the Old English style, as instanced in the Shakespeare house
at Stratford. As is the case in many other parts of rural Ger-
many, man and beast are housed under the same roof. This
mode of living is less objectionable than it may seem to be. In
Wachbach, at least, the living apartments are clean and tidy, and
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the quarters reserved for the cattle are better kept than the stalls
for cattle in the barns of the average farmer in Berks County.
There are no buildings of whatever kind on the farm lands. As
crops ripen they are brought to the village and stored there.
Farm machinery is likewise kept in the farm buildings, which are
all in the village. There are few horses in Wachbach, cows being
employed as the beasts of burden. It is a novel sight. in the
harvest time, to see these faithful animals bringing home to the
village load upon load of unthreshed grain. The cows, notwith-
standing the double service to their owners, are fat and sleck and
show evidence of kind treatment. Corn is seldom grown, the
summers being too cool to permit it to attain perfection. ' \WVhen

grown at all, it is sown broadcast for fodder purposes. ‘

Wachbach is interesting from a purely historical point of view.
Every house has the stamp of antiquity and seems to fit into the
landscape like the surrounding hills. New buildings are rarely
erected in it and the neighboring towns., Within driving distance
from Wachbach is Rothenberg, a town much visited by tourists,
particularly architects, and famous for its ancient style of archi-
tecture; no new buildings having been erected therein, it is said,
for 300 years. >~

The hereditary lords of Wachbach are the Freiherren von
Adelsheim. They still maintain and occupy an ancient castle,
whicl stands in the heart of the village, and was built in 15235. The
castle was originally surrounded by a moat, fed by the waters of
the Wachbach Creek. The foundation walls of a still more ancient
castle are to be seen on the hillside overlooking the village ; but the
date of the erection of this fortress is lost in antiquity. The
present holder of the Freiherren von Adelsheim title is an aged
maiden lady, deaf and nearly blind. She lives almost alone in the
great pile of stones and is seldom seen in public.

A very ancient building in Wachbach is the grist mill of
Christian Pfeiffer. According to Mr. Pfeiffer’s stepson, Hugo
Barnichel, who is the miller, the mill was erected by the Freiherren
von Adelsheim in 1267. It is operated by the waters of the
Wachbach Creek, which, though not large in volume, have a fall
of about twenty feet at this point,
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A more modern institution, held in high esteem by the people,
is the “Bibliothek,” or public library. The library was founded
only a few years ago, largely through the efforts of Josef Heu-
berger, the leading tailor of the village, who serves as librarian.
The library contains more than 600 volumes to which the writer
has added “Harbaugh’s Harfe,” Daniel Miller’s publications and
several other books touching upon Pennsylvania German life.

The cemetery in Wachbach is an enclosure of about four
acres, well filled with graves. All are marked by large, white,
wooden crosses, excepting the graves of several of the Freiherren
von Adelsheim, which have monuments of stone. The cemetery
has been buried over several times, it being the custom to fill up

and regrade the entire plot when it becomes filled with graves.

Bodies are laid side by side, in the order of death, without regard
to church or creed.

There are two churches in Wachbach, one Catholic, the other

Protestant, The village maintained a Hebrew synagogue until a

few years ago, when several hundred. persons of that faith,

whose forefathers had lived in Wachbach for centuries, made an
exodus from it. Three or four Hebrew families remain.

The Catholic Church is a handsome new building erccted a
fcw years ago. It replaced an older church, which was then taken
down. Father August Weber, the priest in charge, is about thirty-
six years of age and is a man of pleasing personality and kindly
nature. The writer dined with him at the Lamm. He asked many
questions which showed an intelligent interest in things American.
He stood in prayer before and after the meal.

The Protestant, Church is of interest because of the age of the
building, which according to the pastor, Rev. Carl Wetss, is 700
to goo years. The building 1s rectangular in shape and has a bell
tower and steeple upon the end fronting upon the street. The

tower also shelters the town clock, the striking of which can be’

heard over the entire village. The walls of the church are about
six feet thick, built of stone and plastered with a grayish colored
mortar. An enclosed gallery, or passageway, connects the church
tower with the third floor of the adjoining house, giving a quaint
but pleasing appearance to the whole of the church property. The
passageway was crected many years ago and is still used for the
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convenience of the sexton when ringing the church bell. The
interior of the church is equally interesting. The pews in the nave
and upon the gallery, which runs along three sides, are constructed
of plain boards, unpainted, but polished to a lustre by the comings
and goings of the worshippers for hundreds of years. The pulpit
1s of the “wine goblet” variety, such as was formerly contained in
the old Spies’ Church, in Alsace Township, and in the old St.
John’s Church, at Gibraltar, Robeson Township, this county. The
choir comprises the room, or recess, under the tower, and is far
more ornate than the remainder of the interior. It contains a life-
size image, in stone or plaster, of the Savior upon the cross; also
several smaller crucifixes and numerous tablets and monuments
to the dead. The most striking memorial is a bas-relief, carved
in stone, of one of the early Freiherren von Adelsheim. The
Freiherr of the bas-relief had two wives, who pre-deceased him.,
To their memory he erected a tablet, in which they are both made
to kneel before him in suppliant attitude. The pew of the Frie-
herren von Adelsheim is a large, enclosed box, containing chairs
instead of benches.

Rev. Carl Weiss, the Protestant clergyman, is a man of high
talents and great charm of manner. He and Rev. Father Weber
are warm personal friends. After Rev. Weiss had shown the
writer the property of the Protestant Church, he proposed showing
him the Catholic Church also, which he did with perfect freedom
and unstinted praise of the priest and people.

The records of the births, baptisms and marriages of the
Protestant Church were searched with great care by the pastor
for entries relating to the Rothermel family. The search, how-
ever, shed no additional light upon the history of the family. Ac-
cording to Rev. Weiss, the records of this church were all de-

.stroyed in the Thirty Years’ War, which extended from 1618 to
1648. After that troublesome period, the keeping of records was
not resumed for nearly 100 years. The earliest records in the
possession of Rev. Weiss were made in the year 1733, which
was three years after John Rothermel and his family sailed for
America. It is remarkable, however, that the name of Rothermel
nowhcre occurs in these records from 1733 to the present time.
This fact argues conclusively that the family of John Rothermel
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was the only Rothermel family in Wachbach, in 1730, when he
and his family removed from the village, never to return.

Inquiry from Father Weber was equally fruitless, his church ~

records dating from 1806, prior to which time the Catholic Church
of Waclihach had been successively a part of the congregation of
the neighboring villages of Apfclbach and Stuppach. Again,
upon visiting the “rathhaus,” or town hall, and inquiring of Herr
Pilucger, the “schultheiss,” whose office conforns largely to that

of burgess in the State of Pennsylvania, it was learned that the

civil authorities in Germany have kept family records only since
the year 1876, prior to which time such records were kept ex-
clusively by the ecclesiastical authoritics, '

The names of the present inhabitants of Wachbach and Mer-
gentheim do not seem strange to a Pennsylvania German. Be-
sides those elsewhere mentioned in this article, the following were
also noted: Obhlinger, Schell, Wiessner, Stahl, Kurz, Hoffman,
Merz, Werner, Riegel, Brunner, Holl, Schoener, Strobacker,
Roesser, Kreuz, Busch, Schuettler, Kaiser and Kantner. The
courteous postmaster at Wachbach is the ubiquitous John Smith,
who writes his name, as is to be expected, Johann Schmidt.

The name of Rothermet is not unknown in Wachbach and
representatives of the family are now living in a number of ncar-
by places. One of the residents of the village has a son-in-law
by the name of Rothermel, who lives in a neighboring town. It
is also interesting to note that the names of Zimmerman and
Feterholf are still found among the residents of the village.

At the suggestion of Rev. Weiss, the writer called upon Rev.
Schnizer, pastor of the Protestant Church in the nearby town of
Mergentheim. Rev. Schnizer had no records of the Rothermel
family, but referred the writer to Wallhausen, a village somewhat
larger than Wachbach, and situated about twenty American miles
to the southeast. Here was found Gotthilf Rothermel, a “schlos-
ser,” or blacksmith and wheelwright. He was an intelligent man
of forty, of good appearance and presence. He received the
writer with candor and hospitality and altogether impressed him
very favorably. He owns his home and blacksmith shop, both of

which have been newly rebuilt within a few years. is ancestors .
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have been of the same occupation for several generations and
have lived in Wallhausen continuously since the time of Gotthilf
- Rothermel’s great-grandfather, and perhaps longer. The Wall-
hausen Rothermels are Protestants In religion.

Mr. Rothermel is the inventor of a system of springs for use
on automobiles intended to supply the resiliency and take the place
of rubber tires. His invention is patented by the German gov-
ernment and he is desirous of having it introduced in America. -
. He has a wife and two daughters.

At Frankfort-on-the-Main, about seventy-five miles distant
from Wachbach, the writer met by a mere chance, two men of
his own name, with both of whom he was greatly pleased. The
one was Jacob Rothermel, who has a large “moebelgeschaeft,” or
furniture factory, at No. 30 Mecisengasse, and a furniture store
at No. 4 Bethmann strasse. The other was Claus Rothermel, who
resides at No. 15 Hamburger strasse; and is bookkeeper and
buyer for a mercantile house. They are both members of the
Protestant Church. Claus Rothermel’s ancestors lived in a place
near Wachbach, and, although he had never heard of any Ameri-
can Rothermels before, he thought the probability of kinship with
them was strong. The writer was in the home of Claus Rother-
mel and met his wife and daughters, two lovely children, named
Lulu and Helma.

The only other European Rothermels met by the writer were
a “landwirth,” farmer, and a “meisterschubmacher,” in Heidel-
berg. They were cordial and showed much interest upon learn-
ing that there were Rothermels in America. = A chance remark
made by the “landwirth” Rothermel was a bit surprising and is
worthy of mention. Said he, “I never knew that any of the
Rothermels had gone to America, but I have often heard that we
have a fortune to get from there.” The Rothermels of Heidel-

berg are members of the Catholic Church. -
' It is probable that the Rothermels of Wallhausen and Frank-
fort are remote kinspeople of the Rothermels of Berks County.
This theory is supported by the proximity of their places of resi-
dence to the home of the pioneer family, and is further strength-
ened by the fact of their religion, they having adhered to the
Protestant faith from time immemorial.
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The Rothermels of Furope, wherever met with, were found
to be law-abiding, respectable citizens.  They were all engaged in
honorable occupations, and appeared to enjoy the respect of the
conmnunities in which they live. They all spell their names as the
Rothermels of Berks County spell it. ’

The Wachbach of to-day is no doubt but little changed from
the Wachbach which John Rothermel left in 1730. Many of the
houses then standing, are standing yet. It has all the evidence of
antiquity now, but it was an ancient village then. The old castle,
which was two centurics old in his day, is still intact and occupied,
although its moats are sunken gardens and the necessity for a
stronghold no longer remains,  The old mill, with its eaves almost
touching the groumd, was more than 400 years old when John
Rothermel was born, but it is still grinding grain for man and
beast. The old church, which doubtless was the shrine in which
the pioncer family sat and waorshipped, is still the center of a
zealous religious life. The changes that have come are the re-
sistless changes of the centuries. Electric lights are now in the
village. The McCormick reaper has supplanted the sickle.  See-
tarian bitterness has died out and the descendants of those who
once waged bloody wars in the name of religion live side by side
in peace and good-will, cach apparenily realizing that all have
been journeying npon the same road, which, like all human high:
ways, leads now through the wilderness and now through the
open fields and sunshine. .

While the descendants of John and Syhilla Rothermel may
not regret that their ancestors sought a new home in a ned coun-
try, none who may visit Wachbach will fail to appreciate the open-
hearted hospitality of its people and their apparent freedom from
all insincerity, falschood, pride and guile.



