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Rodearmel,. Roderm1la Rodamels 2 RodalmelsaRodarmel 9Rhodeham11, 
Rhoadhamela Rhotehamel 1 Rotramel1 Rhodarm.er Families pW1th s 0 ma· 
account of them 1n Berks & Philadelphia Counties, Pa and 1n Miami 
& Montgomery Counties in Ohioo Eugene So Wierbach~ Feb 22,19680 

Balboa Island, CaliforniaoPoOoBox J3lo 

Captain Jacob Rodearmel 9 Jrd Company 9 2nd Battalion0 Berks Co Mil1tia4 

May 179 1777 under Lto Colo Mark B•rd & Major John Jonesol775-1777o 
Pa Arch 5th Series Vol 5 pgs 177 & 1890 

John Roadarmill 2 Richmond Tp§ Berks Co Pa took the Oath of Allegience 9 
1n 17420 Pa Arcs 2nd Series Vol 2, p. J84 

The following were naturalized in Pa; 
Peter Rodermell 9 La.ncaster Co, a Quaker~ 4/12/174Jo 
Christian Bodarmarle, Philadelphia Co~ a Quaker9 9/25/17440 
Paul Rodarmarle a . " " " " , 9/25/1744/ 

Daniel Rothermel & Maria Magdalena Keiser,married July 9, 17650 
New Hanover Lutheran Church Records 9 Pa-Ger Soc Vol XX, 19090 

Barbara Rothermel & Johannes Phull. married August 16 0 1770 

Anna Catharine Rothermel & Johan Adam Braus,married July 2, 17650 

Hans Jurg Rothermel 9 Johan Daniel Rothermel~ and Christoth Rothermel 
were confirmed in 1743 in New Hanover Lutheran Churcho above reference 

Catharina Rothermal~ b 11/24/1745 bapt 11/28/17450 
Felicitas Rothermel9 b 9/1/1752 bapt 10/22/17520 
Johan Frederich Rothermel b i/l/1747 bapt 7/12/17470 
Leonhard Rothermel~ b 10/24/1750 bapt 11/18/17500 

The above four children of Christophel & Juliana Rothermelo 

Eva Rosina Rothermel 9 b l/J0/1754 ba.pt 4/7/17540 
Maria Barbara Rothermel, b 4/1/1751 bapt 6/2J/175lo 
John Christophel Rothermel, b 5/9/17620 ( Twins, no bapt date) 
John Peter Rothermel, b 5/9/17620 " " " " 

The above four children of Daniel & Anna Barbara Rothermalo 

Christina Rothermel, b 8/5/1758 bapt 9/J/17580 .:j. 
Maria Elisabeth Rothermel 9 b ( age J weeks today) ba.pt 6/lJ/17470 

The above two children of Daniel & Barbara_.-~Rothermel. 

The following are from, .. A List of Deaths" (same~~~~?rce as above) 

Wife of Daniel Rothermel 10/29/17649 age· 41 yea_.-,;$.::., 
Daniel Rothermel 10/23/1765 age 48 years o .: ·: 

Johann Leonard BothermelD son of Chr1sto.ph 9 ll/?.:4/l75lo 

From9 "Forts on the Pennsylvania Frontier" 9 Pa ~1-st :~& Museum Com. 
Harrisburg, Pao 1960. 

Page 2999 oo•ooonear Rodalmels on this side of: the Mountain 9 

about 18 miles from Fort Henry(Berks Co Pa): 
Page Jl2o••o•• arrived at Peter Rodermils at 2-p M, 15 miles 

from Reading. ~ 
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RODERMEL,RODARMEL,ROTHERMEL FAMILIES , Berks Co Pa • 
.- · Researched ·Aug 5,1968 Eugene s. Wierbacg 

• Letters of Administration Index (1752-1914) Laura Rodarmel 12/6f17~8 ----
vol 1., p 90, Ursula Rodarmel et al, relict of LaurencernRodarme , indsor 
Township. Peter Rodarmel Maiden Creek Tp., John Rodarmel Maiden Creek Tp 
(Blacksmith). Peter & John brothers of Laurence Rodarmel. Ursula, Peter 
and John Rodarmel appointed administrators of Laurence Rodarmel's Estate. 

(

1785 John Rodermel Estate, vol ~ p 32. Heirs, Elizabeth (widow) and son_ 
Jacob Rothermel/Rodermel. 

Dec 23, 1785 John Rodermel Estate. Elizabeth (widow) Jacob one of the 
sons. Richmond Tp Berks Co Pa. 

1122.. Abraham Rodarmel Estate. Peter Rodarmel & John Schlegel(Excetors) 
vol 2 p 318. 

1833 Jacob Rodermel Estate, Joseph Simon & Jacob Rodermel)Jr) Excetors) 
vol 7 p 118. ~ 

April 1, 1828 l2_~ob Rodarmel Estate ,.wife Magdalena, Excetor. 
Sons; Joseph., John., Jacob (Jr)., David., Simon. ---· 
Jacob given the home place, 28 acres & 15 perches, also land in 
Ruscomanor Tp (28 acres). 
Daughters; Sussannah m to Daniel Yost. 1 Hannah married to John Deisher., 
Esther married to Daniel Fagely and Elizabeth (single). 
Joseph, Simon and Jacob Rodermel, Excetors. Witnesses to the Will 
appear in Court to Attest to the Will May 17, 1833. 

March 12, 1782 Peter Rodarmel Estate WILL Bk "B" (1781-1811) p 50. 
Wifel· Maria Magdalena. Children; Daniel., Catharine., Peter., Jacob., 
and braham. Mentions "providing for dear Father & MO:llher11 , out th§ir 
names not mentioned. Names brother Daniel

1 
Excetor. Daniel cl George 

Bryfogle attest to the Will. 

October 18! l?~. Abraham Rothermel Will ( In German with English trans
lation). W fe; arbara., Son Abraham age 21 yrs., Catharine daughter age 
18 yrs. Peter Rothermel & John Schlegel, Excetors. Will attested 11/107 
1777. 
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Mr. Eugene Studebaker Wierba ch, 
Box JJl,Ba lboa .Island, California. 

De?r ~r . ~ierbach: 

February 24, 1966. 

Th~·nk you for the bit of information on Dr. Simon H. LaL1dis and 
Sarah Studebaker. It all he lps as you know. 

I do not have a Mohle r Fnmily Tree, so I ca.anot help you there. 

About the Rhodehamil, and othe r spellings, I caru1ot find this name 
but do find in Berks County Histories the name Jacob Rothermel. 
He was a captain during t he Revolution Penna Archives Seraes 5 , 
Vol. 5. p.166. Could this be another spelling? They give one of 
the eB rly spellings -Rodearmel. Johannes the earlieR t know ancestor 
who was born in wac hbach 1688, and crosse d. the At l an tic 1730 dying 
enroute to America. He had married in his native land Sybilla Zimme rman. 
Children: 

Anno. Maria M. Peter Fetherolf 
XJ(~100~ . 
Lawrence, 
Paul 
Peter 
John 
Christian 

There is a Rothermel Burial ground near Fleetwood, Berks County. 

From Ber ks County Pennsylvania compiled by Morton L. Montgomery. 
pub. J. H. Beers, 1909.. If this ls t he right family perhaps 
The Historical Society of Berks County, 940 Centre St., Reading 
Penna. may be abl e to he lp you. 

Sincerely 1 

• ·C~ SJ, 
(Mrs. Charles W. 

LIBRARY & MUSEUM HOURS - DAILY 1:00 TO 5:00 P.M., SAT. 10:00 TO 5:00, THURS. EVE. 

Publishers of tho JOURNAL of tho Lancaster County Hfstorfcal Society issued quartorly 
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J'ohn G'; Rothermel9 Attorne7 
)1 North Sixth Street 
Reading. Permsylvan1a~l9601 

De_ar Mrt Rothermel; 

2J February 1968 

BecentlJ", 1n my research on the 

Studebakers. I discovered a great grandmother whose 

maiden name was Catharine ljodJ@mel', and whose grand• 

father, Jacob B2tham!!a. believed to have come from 
( near Dayton,Oh1o) 

Berks Co1 Pa settling 1n Montgomer7 Co. Oh1o bf the 

early 1800's. His W111 probated April 6, l8J5 mentions 

his eh11dren1 Jacobi:.. Petert. • Henry., Samuel and daughterst· 

Catharine. Hannah and Ma17 or Maria. I have the 1nf'ormat1on 

from a History of BerkS Co(~uffalo.••n 1898) regarding 

the Bothermels, and other 1ntorm.at1on from other Pa sources• 

a eop7 or which I am enelcsing. Sinoe this h1stoey menj;ions 

family members settling in Ohio and Indiana; 1 am hopine; tc 

be able to connect Dl7 ancestor with the Berks co. Pa tam11y:~ 

As you know• Jl8D1' Pa.German surnames changed. through the 

years. 1l11' own surname was originally Weierba.cher(Buoks Co Pa) 

If you have 1n~ormat1on as to th1s poss1ble connection. or 

lmow of others who mar have. I'd appreciate knowing about 1t:. 

Kindest regards 
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: -~ •. _ _BERK~ COUNT}', ,.P.\., L:8CRIP!i?N~ .... 

· Susanna ir:ch (1~ce W.eidner) / Children-~! Gideo;_ -lV. -a11rf lv'aomi 
;-.W ife of Gideon Ho~h/ Hoch: 

· .,. Born July · 13, 1797 / 26. Willi S. Hoch, born Nov. 15, 
·· :'· Died Och 12, 1881/ 1860, died Sept. 5, 1862. 
· Aged 84 yrs. 2 mo. 29 da. 27. Seth E . Hoch, born Aug. 9, 
- t 27 1818 G"cleon Hoch m 1862, died Sept. 7, 1863. 

[Sep · · ' ' 
1 

· • · . ·uahlon S. Hoch, born Aug. 27, Susanna Weidner, Ol<:Y· (Trinity 28. iu 

Lutheran Church, Readmg, J?~. )] 1864, died Jan. 31, 1865. ·5 
. 

11 E sther Rochin/ 29. Walton M. Hoch, born April 5, : ... 
• · ' "l 1868, d1"ed June 21, 1868. - . .--!. _ ... Bor n Nov. 1768/ ' · .• ~ · · 

':'' (rest of stone illegible) .. 30. Naomi Hoch, born J uly 30, 1872, ... T 

12. Israel Hoch'/ - ,. ' died Aug. 11, 1372; · · _,·· · • ··::'t-~· 
;, Son of :- Gideon and Susanna .. -. Yh 

· -·: .- Hoch/ _ _ - INSCRIPTIONS TE 
;:..,: Born· March 4, 1829/ · ·. ·•·· De TURK ROTHERMEL PRIVA 

; :: Died March 10, 1835.:-· ' BURYING GROUND NEAR · 
13. Sarah H och daughter of / ~ · FLEETWOOD, BERKS C()_UNTY, 
· -~Abraham and Susanna Hoch/ · PENNSYLVANIA 

Born Mar ch 19, 1795/ - Copied by lltrs. c .. jf. Steinmetz, 
Died Dec. 8, 1816. . ·:- Reading, Pa. , : 

14. -Magdalena Brandigam/ • :- · 1. ·Susan Daughter ofi . 
Daught er of. George. and Eva/ Jacob and Margaret · DeJSher/ 

: "·, - Brandigam/ · . ... ·Born. July 21,-1844/ · 
:.;·~.Born. Jan. 4, 1798.· ·, Died Nov. 4, 1847T . 
'.~: ·Died May 22

1 
•. 1820/ . 2. Here-rests in bis/- · · · ··· 

15. Elmira Breit igam -~ Savior Jesus Christ; (Die ~)/ · . . 
; ~ Daughter of Benjamin &/ Daniel De Turk/ , -·- . 

·; · · Rebecca Breidigam/ · Bom Sept . 8, 1742/ · -. 
-~:~· Born· Dec. 25, 1845/ Died June 27, 1791/ ·. · .~ · - . " 
· : Died Oct. 30, 18Gl. · Wed<led 22 ys. 6 months ·and· . 
r6: · J acob Hoch son of Isaac/ · with his/ . · 
' Hoch and Rahel Brumbach/ 
- ." Died Dec. 22, 1852 aged/ daughters/ ~ 

- ·- · 15 da. Aged 48 y: 3 mo. 9 da. .· · .. · ~ 
"17. Joshua

3
Hocl

1
1,
7
1 

1799
/ 3. Calharine De Turk/ ~ ~ 

... ,, Born une , A born J..ievan bo1·n-. June · 18, ·· , ~ ~ 
.- _:~Died June 30. 1845. 174.6/ · · . ,..tJ . ..J'

1 ~ 18·. ' Lydia Hoch (born Dieroff) I .. l\Ian-ied · Daniel De- Turk and ~ \ 
' · Wife of Jo~hua Hoch/ "th/ },.. ~ 
.!:: Born April 26, 1809/ .-. . . hi~\aa 1 son and 7 daughters/ ~ ..... ~ .. 

' : Died Oct. 29. 1861. · . Died Apr~ 2~, 1819 aged 72 y. ~~ .~ ·, 
Children of Josn11n 011d Lydfo _Hoch: 10 mo. I de •. · ( ~ -.., 
·19. L vdia Hoch, lS:t~-1833. · 4. Here rests/ t\: ~ ~ 

.· 20: : A
0

braham Hoch 1835-1836. Catharine De Turk/ ~ f'\"l.l l ~ 
21.~ .Infci.nt son died 1842. Born ·Decembe~ ~O; 1776/ ~ t· 

"22. · Infant s(ln. . Died 1\lay 6, 1 t9o' · ~ ' 
. 23. Infant son. : Aged 1~ y. 5 mo. 6 da. ~· . " f 

,. 2•1. Gideon W. 1Tc>ch/ . 5." Johannes Rothermel/ - : · :S:-
'.:_ . -Born '.\fa~t· J, 13:-\0/ . - Born October l'i6f/ ""-

• .~ -n · <:>'1• · 1q,o· ~ J. ~ DieN ,,, l'il ,30. :.::2t · ' · 
........ <'"'-,....__,·..::v. .... -clli!i;:!,Y.....,.._V.~---.~·~"""' ...... ;;;;~. ...... '"'"-~~ .-. ~ .... __,....--~-..... ..-ro....s·-----
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THE PIONEER ROTHERMEL FAMILY OF 
BERKS COUNTY. 

A Paper read before the Historical Society December 12 , 1911 , 
by ABRAHAM H. ROTHERMEL, Esq. 

That John Rothermel and his wife, Sybilla Zimmerman 
Rothermel, of \Vachbach, were the ancestors of :ill the Rothermels 
of Berks County, Pennsylvania, has always been kno\\'n by nearly 
evrry member of the family in America. Family traditions. 
printed pamphlets relating to the family history, and tbe records 
contained in the original f:rn1ily Bible, owne.d by the late Samuel 
IT. I~othermcl, of Philadelphia, umil it \\'as destroyed by firr. about 
1 &..~. all agree upon W achbach as the home of John and Sybilla 
Rothermel before takiug voyage for America. It is also equally 
well establi~hed that John Rothermel was born in 1688 ; that he 
married his wife. Sybilla Zimmerman, in 17o8; that, after the 
birth of six children in \Vachbach, the entire family set sail 011 

the ship Thistle, from Rotterdam. for :\mcrica; that the father 
died and was buried at sea. :ind that the remaining members of the 
emigrant party lan<le<l in the city of Philadelphia 011 August 29, 
1730. The children of J ohn and Sybilla Rothermel included one 
daughter and fi1·e sons, Lawrence, Paul. Peter, John and Christian. 
The daughter, Anna Maria, was the oldest, h;:n·ing been born in 
February, l / r2. In r729, prior to the embarkation for America, 
;\nna 1\laria married Peter Fetcrholf, who was born in \\"achbach, 
March :.io, 1699, and who was the son of John Jacob Feterholf. 
Peter Fctcrholf came with the fami ly to America and, with his 
wife, settled in ~facungie Township, Lehigh County, where they 
bought 150 acres of land. Peter Feterholf died August 15, 1784, 
and his wife seYeral years thereafter. Both were buried in a 
private cemetery upon their farm, which until very recent years 
was, and may still be, O\\'ned by their de~ccndants. 

Lawrence Rothermel, the oldest son, settled in \\' i11dsor 
Township, Berks County, where, in 1738, he purchased I 50 acres 

) 34 
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of ·iand. In Ii46 he married a <laughter of David Kuhns, of 
Alburtis, Lehigh County. He had two children, a son, Leonard, 
and a daughter, Maria. 

Pau) Rothermel bought 250 acres of land in Maidencreek 
Township. Berks County, in 1738, and lived there until the time 
of his death. He married Catharine Maurer in I74i, and had six 
children, Peter, Leonard, Paul, John, Jacob and Barbara. 

Peter Rothermel settled in Richmond Township, Berks 
County, where he purchased the following tracts of land : One 
hundred acres in 1737, 250 acres in 1738 and 100 acres in 1743. 
~-le 111arried :Magdalena Dreibelbis, a dau_ghter of Jacob Dreibelbis, 
and became the father of fo\tr children, Daniel, Peter, Margaret 
and Abraham. 

The writer is a great-grandson of Peter Rothermel, through 
his son, Peter Rothermel. and grandson, AbrC\ham Rothermel. the 
latter having been the writer's father. 

John Rothermel ( 1722-Ii85) bought 25 acres of land in 
Windsor Township adjoining the 'tract of his brother Lawrence, 
and settled thereon. His wife was Mary Siegfried, the first white 
child to be born in Maxatawny Township. Their children were 
Abraham, Jacob, Daniel and John. 

Christian Rothermel, tl1e youngest child, settled in Maiden
creek. Township, Berks County, \\-·here, in 1742, he purchased 250 

acres of land, adjoining the farm of his brother Paul. He married 
and became the father of six children, namely, Margaret, Sybilla, 
Magdalena, Amanda, Peter and J oh~1. 

Notwithstanding the fact that much of the history of the 
pioneer family has been preserved, the location of \Vachbach, · 
their home in their mother country, WC\S forgotten by their 
descendants in Ameriea. The writer's father and other members 
of the family were long of the opinion that \:Vachbach was a 
village or province of Holland. This impression arose, doubt
less, from the fact that the place of embarkation for America 
was a Dutch port, the tarnfty having sailed from Rotterdam, as 
previously stated. The error thus begun was given wider cir
culation by the monograph of a charlatan, who, about the middle 
part of the preceding century, pretended know1edgc of a fortune 
awaiting the call of the family in Holland. 
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When, in 1910, the writer determined upon a European 
journey, and, incidentally, a visit to the home of his ancestors, the 
location of Wachbach upon the map of Europe was not an easy 
matter. A letter of inquiry sent to Holland brought no information. 
Fortunately, on a previous trip abroad in the summer of 19o8, the 
writer had met Paul Rothermel, of London, England. Mr. Rother
mel was found to be a gentleman of education and culture, and 
although he had lived in London 25 years, was a native of Luxem
burg. Through the courtesy of Mr. Rothermel, Wachbach was 
definitely located as a village in the extreme northeast part of the 
kingdom of Wurtemberg, in Germany. It lies in the division of 
Wurtemberg which is known as the· "Circle of the Jagst," and is 
found between the 49th and 5oth degrees of north latitude. It 
is, therefore, in the same latitude as central, or northern New
foundland. 

A traveler entering the place whence his ancestors had come 
to America 180 years before, during which time, as far as is 
known, r.o communication has been obtained between his kin in 
the old and in the new world, finds much to interest him and much 
to reflect upon. The Tauber Valley Railway carries the tourist 
to Mergentheim, a town of 5000 inhabitants, the railway station 
near~st to Wachbach. The village lies three miles to the south. 

The Tauber Valley is one of the most beautiful and pic
turesque parts of Germany. Every foot here is historic ground. 
It suffered severely in the Thirty Years' War ( 1618-1648). In 
1688, 1692, 1703 and 1707 the French entered-Wurtemberg "with 
fire and sword, annihilating whole villages in their brutality, and 
leaving deserts in their track." When not beset by foes from 
without, tpe inhabitants, spurred on by princes who were ever on 
the watch for territorial aggrandizement, engaged in religious 
wars among themselves. The moated castle at Mergentheim was 
the seat of the ancient Teutonic Order, affiliated with the Roman 
Church. The castle at Wachbach ~was the home of the Frei
herren von Adelsheim, who allied themselves with the Protestant 
Church. The very name of Wachbach was first applied -to the 
little stream of water which runs by both places, because along 
its· banks pickets or soldiers. were constantly on the watch; or. 
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as expressed in German, '\vacht." There are many present-day· 
reminders of the r~ligious fervor which glowed and throbbed and 
burned out in this community. In Mergenthcim the public foun
tains and monuments are surmounted by crucifixes and other 
sacred emblems, and inany houses are adorned, on their exterior, 
by figures of the Virgin and Child, and other like tokens. The 
highway from Mergentheim to \Vachbach follows, in the gre.ater 
part, the sinuous course of the \.Vachbach Creek. On this road 
still stand three crucifixes, life-sized, and carved in marble. The 
time of their ere!=tion appears to be unknown, but every man in 
the community raises his hat in reverence when passing these 
sacred memorials. 

The Mergentheim of to-day is a summer resort, famdus for 
the waters of a medicinal spring, which are taken by persons suf
fering from stomach and liver troubles. There is a large ''Kur
hatts,': with baths, and the reputation of "Bad Mergentheim" in 
Gennany is eclipsed only by Carlsbad and Wiesbaden. 

The postman makes two trips ·daily between Mergcntheim 
and \:Vachbach and when one rides \Vith him in the diligence 
which the rural mail carrier provides in Germany, he is carried 
to the Lamm Hotel in \Vachbach. The Lamm is chosen for two 
reasons: It is the largest and presumably the best hotel in the 
village, and Alouse Dietzel, the postman, is a brother of Michael 
Dietzel, its prop~ietor. 

Wachbach is distinctively a farming village. It has 86o in
habitants, whose principal occupation is the tilling of the outlying 
lands. There are a half dozen small stores, three hotels, three 
bakeries, two tailors, two blacksmiths' shops, several shoemakers 
and a grist mill. The buildings are all of stone and plaster, and 
are covered with an earthen tile, which was originally red in color. 
Many of the buildings show the frame-work of the heavier tim
bers. producing a pleasing effect in architecture, somewhat simi
lar to the Old English style, as instanced in the Shakespeare house 
at Stratford. As is the case in many other parts of rural Ger
many, man and beast are housed under the same roof. This 
mode of living is less objectionable than it may seem to be. In 
\Vachbach, at least, the living apartments are clean and tidy, and 
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the quarters reserved for the cattle are better kept than the stalls 
for cattle in the. barns of the average farmer in Berks County. 
There are no buildings of whatever kind on the farm lands. As 
crops ripen they are brought to the village and stored there. 
Farm machinery is likewise kept in the farm buildings, which are 
all in the village. There are few horses in Wachbach, cows being 
employed as the beasts of burden. It is a novel sight. in the 
harvest time, to see these faithful animals bringing home to the 
village load upon load of unthreshed grain. The cows, notwith
standing the double service to their owners, are fat and sleek and 
show evidence of kind treatment. Corn is seidom grown. the 
summers being too cool to permit it to attain perfection. · \\'hen 
grown at all, it is sown broadcast for fodder purposes. 

\Vachbach is interesting from a purely historical point of view. 
Every house has the stamp of antiquity and seems to fit into the 
landscape like the surrounding hills. New buildings are rarely 
erecte'ct in it and the neighboring towns. Within driving distance 
from \Vachbach is Rothenberg, a town much visited by tourists, 
particularly architects, and famous for its ancient- style of archi
tecture; no new buildings ha Ying been erected therein, it is said, 
for 300 years. ->._ 

The hereditary lords of Wachbach are the Freiherren von 
Adelsheim. They still maintain and occupy an ancient castle, 
which stands in the heart of the village, and was built in I 525. The 
castle was originally surrounded by a moat, fed by the waters of 
the W achbach Creek. The foundation walls of a still more ancient 
castle are to be seen on the hillside overlooking the village; but the 
date of the erection of this fortress is lost in antiquity. The 
present holder of the Freiherren von Adelsheim title is an aged 
maiden lady, deaf and nearly blind. She lives almost alone in the 
great pile of stones and is seldom seen in public. 

A very ancient building in Wachbach is the grist mill of 
Christian Pfeiffer. According to Mr. Pfeiffer's stepson, Hugo 
Barnichel, who is the miller, the mill was erected by the Freiherren 
von Adelsheim in 1267. It is <?perated by the waters of the 
\Vachbach Creek, which, though not large in volume, have a fall. 
of about twenty feet at this point . 

.... 
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A more modern institution, held in high esteem by the people, 
is the "Bibliothek," or public library. The library was founded 
only a few years ago, largely through the efforts of Josef Heu
berger, the leading tailor of the village, who serves as librarian. 
The library contains. more than 600 volumes to which the writer 
has added ''Harbaugh's Harfe/' Daniel Miller's publications and 
several other books touching upon Pennsylvania German life. 

The cemetery in Wachbach is an enclosure of about four 
acres, well filled with graves. All are marked by large, white·, 
wooden crosses, excepting the graves of several of the Freiherren 
von Adelsheim, which have monuments of stone. The cemetery 
has been buried over several times, it being the custom to fill up 
and regrade the entire plot when it becomes fille<l with graves .. 
Bodies are laid side by side, in the order of death, without regard. 
to church or creed. 

There arc two churches in Wachbach, one Catholic, the other·' 
Protestant. The village maintained a Hebrew synagogue until a 
few years ago, when several hundred. persons of that faith,
whose forefathers had lived in \Vachbach for centuries, made an 
exodus from it. Three or four Hebrew families remain. 

The Catholic Church is a handsome new building erected a 
few years ago. It replaced an older church, which \Vas then taken 
down. Father August 'Weber, the priest in charge, is about thirty
six years of age and is a man of pleasing personality and kindly 
nature. The writer dined with him at the Lamm. He asked many 
questions which showed an intelligent interest in things American. 
He stood in prayer before and_ after the meal. 

The Protestant, Church is of interest because of the age of the 
building, which according to the pastor, Rev. Carl \Veiss, is 700 

to 900 years. The building is rectangular in shape and has a bell 
tower and steeple upon the end fronting upon the street. The 
tower also shelters the town clock, the striking of which can be· 
heard over the entire village. The walls of the church arc about 
six feet thick, built of stone and plastered with a grayish colored 
mortar. An enclosed gallery, or passageway, connects the church 
tower with th~ third floor of the adjoining house, giving a quaint 
but pleasing appearance to the whole of the church property. The 
passageway was erected many years ago and is stilJ used for the 
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convenience of the sexton when ringing the church bell. 'f he 
interior of the church is equally interesting. The pews in the nave 
and upon the gallery, which runs along three sides, are constructed 
of plain boards, unpainted, but polished to a lustre by the comings 
and goings of the worshippers for hundreds of years. The .pulpit 
is of the "wine goblet" variety, such as was formerly contained in 
the old Spies' Church, in Alsace Township, and in the old St. 
John's Church, at Gibraltar, Robeson Township, this county. The 
choir comprises the room, or recess, under the tower, and is far 
more ornate than the remainder of the interior. It contains a life
size image, in stone or plaster, of the Savior upon the cross ; also 
several smaller crucifixes and numerous tablets and monuments W 
to the dead. The most striking memorial is a bas-relief, carved b 
in stone, of one of the early Freiherren von Adelsheim. The 1~; 

Freiherr of the bas-relief had two wives, who pre-deceased him. 
To their memory he erected a tablet, in which they are both made 
to kneel before him in suppliant attitude. The pew of the Frie
herren von Adelsheim is a l~rge, enclosed box, containing chairs 
instead of benches. 

Rev. Carl Weiss, the Protestant clergyman, is a man of high 
talents and great charm of manner. He and Rev. Father vVeber 
are warm personal friends. After Rev. vVeiss had shown the 
writer the property of the Protestant Church, he proposed showing ~ 
him the Catholic. Church also, which he did with perfect freedom 
and unstinted praise of the priest and people. · 

The records of the births, baptisms ancJ, marriages of the I 
Protestant Church were searched with great care by the pastor ~-

for entries relating to the Rothermel family. The search, how-
4!ver, shed no additional light upon the history of the family. Ac
cording to Rev. Weiss, the records of this church were all de-

. stroyed in the Thirty Years' vVar, \vhich extended from 1618 to 
1648. After that troublesome period, the keeping of records was 
not resumed for nearly IOO years. The earliest records in the 
possession of Rev. Weiss were made in the year 1733, which 
was three years after John Rothermel and his family sailed for 
America. It is remarkable, however, that the name of Rothermel 

' .nowhere occurs in these records from 1733 to the present time. 
This fact argues conclusively that the family of John Rothermel 

. .., 
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was the only· Rothermel family in Wachbach, in 1730, when he 
and his family removed from the village, never to return. · 

Inquiry from Father \Veber was equally fruitless, his church · 
records dating from r8o6, prior to which time the Catholic Church 
of \Vachbach had been successively a part of the congr<.>gation of 
the neighboring villages of A..pfclbach and Stuppach. Again, 
ttpon visiting the "rathhaus," or town hall, and inquiring of Herr 
Pflueger, the "schultheiss," whose otlice conforms l:irgely to that 
of burgess in the State of Pennsylvauia, it was learned that the 
civil authorities in Germ:rny have kept family records only since 
the year 1876, prior to which time such records were kept ex
clusively by the ecclesiastical authorities. 

The names of the present inhabitants of Wachbach and Mer
genthcim do not seem strange to a Pennsylvania German. Be
sides those elsewhere mentioned in this article, the following were 
also noted: Ohlinger, Schell, \Viessner, Stahl, Kurz, Hoffman, 
j\:fcrz, \Verner, Hiegel, Brunner, Holl, Schoener, Strohackcr, 
Roesser, Kreuz, Busch, Schuettler, Kaiser and Kantner. The 
courkons postmaster at \Vachbach is the ubiquitous John Smith, 
who writes his name, as is to be expected, Johann Schmidt. 

The name of Rothermel is not unknown in \Vachbach and 
representatives of the family arc now living in a number of near
by places. One of the residents of the village has a son-in-law 
by the name of Rothermel, who lives in a neighboring town. It 
is also interesting to note that the names of Zimmerman and 
Feterholf are stiJl found among the residents of the village. 

At the suggestion of Rev. \Veiss, the writer called upon Rev. 
Schnizer, pastor of the Protestant Church in the nearby town of 
Mergentheim. Rev. Schnizer had no records of the Rothermel 
family, but referred the writer to \Vallhauscn, a village somewhat 
larger than \Vachbach, and situated about twenty American miles 
to the southeast. Herc was found Gotthilf Rothermel, a "schlos
ser," or blacksmith arid wheelwright. He was a.n intelligent man 
of forty, of good appearance and presence. He received the 
writer with candor and hospitality and altogether impressed him 
very favorably. He owns his home and blacksmith shop, both of 
which have been newly rebuilt within ~ f cw years. His ancestors. 
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have been of the same occupation for several generations and 
have lived in Wallhausen continuously since the time of Gotthilf 
Rothermel's great-grandfather, and perhaps longer. The Wall
hausen Rothermels are Protestants ln religion. 

Mr. Rothermel is the inventor of a system of springs for use 
on automobiles intended to supply the resiliency and take the place 
of rubber tires. His invention is patented by the German gov
ernment and he is desirous of having it introduced in America. 
He has a wife and two daughters. 

At Frankfort-on-the-Main, about seventy-five miles distant 
from Wachbach, the writer met by a mere chance, two men of 
his own name, with botl1 of whom he was greatly pleased. The 
one was Jacob Rothermel, who has a large "moebelgcschaeft," or 
furniture factory, at No. 30 Mcisengasse, and a furniture store 
at No. 4 Bethmann strasse. The other was Claus Rothermel, who 
resides at No. 15 Hamburger strasse; and is bookkeeper and 
buyer for a mercantile house. They are both members of the 
Protestant Church. Claus Rothermel's ancestors lived in a place 
near Wachbach, and, although he had never heard of any Amcri
c'c\n Rothermels before, he thought the probability of kinship with 
them was strong. The writer was in the home of Claus ·Rother
mel and met his wife and daughters, two lovely children, named 
Lulu and Helma. 

The only other European Rothermels met by the writer were 
a "landwirth," farmer, and a "meisterschuhmacher," in Heidel
berg. They were cordial and showed much interest upon learn
ing that there were Rothermels in America. · A chance remark 
made by the "landwirth" Rothermel was a bit surprising and is 
worthy of mention. Said he, "I never knew that any of the 
Rothermels had gone to America, but I have often heard that we 
have a fortune to get from there." The Rothermels of Heidel
berg are -members of the Catholic Church. 

It is probable that the Rothermels of Wallhausen and Frank
fort are remote kinspeople of the· Rothermels of Berks County. 
This theory is supported by the proximity of their places of resi
dence to the home of the pioneer family, and is further strength
ened by the fact of their religion, they having adhered to the 
Protestant faith from time immemorial. 
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The Rothermcls of Europe, wherever met with, were found 
to be law-abiding, respectable citizens. They were all engaged in 
ho~orable occupations, and appeared to enjoy the respect of the 
communities in which they live. They all spell their names as the 
Rothermels of Berks County spell it. 

The Wachbach of to-<lay is no doubt but little changed from 
the Wachbrach which John Rothermel left in 1730. Many of the 
houses then standing, are standing yet. It has all the evidence of 
antiquity nmv, but it was an ancient village then. The old castle, 
which was two centuries old in his day, is still intact and occupied, 
although its moats are sunken gardens and the necessity for a 
stronghoM no longer remains. The old mill, with its eaves almost 
touching the groun<l, was more than 400 years old when John 
Rothermel was born, but it is stiJl grinding grain for man and 
beast. The old church, which doubtless was the shrine in which 
the pioneer family sat and worshipped, is stlll the center of a 
zealous religions life. The changes th<tt have come arc the re
sistlc5s changes of the centuries. Electric lights arc now in the 
viHage. The £..kCormick reaper has supplanted the sickle. Sec
tarian bitt~rness has <lied out and the <lt~ccndants of those who 
once waged bloody wars in the name of rdigion live ;,idc by shlc 
in peace and good-will. each apparmtly re~fo:.ing that :\!l have 
been jour;1cving upon the same ro<l.d, \vhich, like all human high"~ 
w;ys, lea<l.s~ now thiOugh thl! wilderness and now through the 
open fields an<l sunshine. 

\Vh!le the c.k:sccnrlants of John and Syhiila Rothermel n:-i.ay _ 
not regret that their ancestors sought a nc:w home· in a ne\v·coun
try, none who may visit \Vachhach will fai1 to appreciate the open
hearted hospitality of its p\!ople and their apparent freedom from 
all insincerity, falsehood, pride and guile. 
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