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"to the Ghurch oy Hichasl ﬁm:—m'

fe;, Slizabeth, end thnirj gLf

son Joshua Hices" Thus Hobart had died sthy had remarcisd. Un pege 353

anotiner dead of ssle is rocordodc, deted L JULy 1676J in which Joshos n:mn
mtm.‘a i3 hip fether Hobert Rice na desessdl and nis spther as _ntﬂi_l_i"rigg
The highly regerded gonealogigc, Jonsid Linsn Jucobus, points out alsc in his 3}_&_&

note in Lhe Heglater, vol.00,5.107-109 (Jenisry 1 that § ford and Boston 5 °
men vere not one and the sa=s, "eﬁq‘
" #ith Robert Royor (Fics) out of the way, ! e Jrurnsged to Somerset and the _ '
parish church at Hartock. Tha Viesr, the Fe.r- voon Cartwrightsd & delightfully
aatute snd cultured schelsr, greciiusly agreed D expmine the originsl perish
regicter wit, us == for s slight consideration of five pounds duly descsited

in the slaos boxi It wes anticlimetic to discover thet there wss no recosd of

eny wedding oz # Juns 16 much less thet of Sobzrt Hoyce snd Mery Simsl The
entries pricr to and sfter thia dete geve ue no evidence. There Were Hices,
Beycea, Roises, Hhyses, Hoyces, Hyses, liyces and Hoyes in abundance but no

Sims or Byms. Four miles north of Martock, in the besuti’ul Homersstanire
countryside, ic the perish church of Long Suttons <e did nmot ses ths Vicar, who
wag on holidey. ne did, however, study“-the traunscri,t of the pnrich register in
the nesrby leunton Public Librery. o. P, e Phillimore's Soperset Farish Heg-
iaters: Marrisges (1893) vole 1, pa-116, does record the Wedding of iigbert

Reyce {not soyce) end lary Sims in Long Sutton, 4 June 162% -~ ten yesrs earlisr
taen the dots which wa sre ssecing to donfirml

~ Ihe proximity of Ths two towns nnd the syuproximstion of the dotes -- slike

except for one digit == geve shnocursgement for the moment. Yurtler considerstion
estzhlishes the probesbility taat neither dete fits tie circunstences. Thers is
nor record of the 1634 wedding lieretofore lleged. [fhe 1624 wedding hardly
wirks vat credioly or chronologically, with their emigration to Americs or the
birthday of tieir first porn.

# bit of spoculetion n this Mpoint will illustrste now unlikely it is thet
4 June 162% couid ve the marriage dete of our dobert Woyce mdd Mary his wifes
Bavan cnildren were born to cthem, beginning with carah, who died in Norwieh,
Conn. 1 Hey 1711, mged 77 years hexce born acout 1633/34%, ten yesrs after this
meprisge record. The sizo of their f:mily gives ample evidence of thedr fecundity.
itwould thersfores seem most unlikely thet Hobert end Hary would h've remained
continent or }oun barren from 1624 to 1634 or thst sll their children born
in that decads could hive perished in infincys There is no known record of the
American Rﬂbﬂ'l‘. and Mery navéng & chil® born prior to lﬁﬁ,}/j.h. This a:mg%j

4 mor- e 8.rly to be & de “lsc investi-
gated thet :lnjues of Lubenhas, cos Leicester, on the site a i with the mid of
tiie RHouge DFagon of the Coll ge of srms in Loddon, btut no procf weas found cone
necting Rober: end “ary with thu & brinsh of the femily. Some Hoyce decendonts,
including the late Kiss Helen H. Hogca of dertiord, Conn. whose geneslogicel
collection recses in the archives of tao Connecticut Historieal Society, be-
lieved thet the Hoyces desoended f-om the brinch of the family sested in thst
parishe ihis fewily wos ermigerous and its arms and pedigree moy be found in
[ LoD 16335, 1634, ent 1635, ed. by Josd o deckson Howsrd 100835 (Hadw.

edén Socliety srublications, v 1. .
At Ly i, we visited the parisa church, &nd enjoyed tess witz the Viesr,

the Hev. Kr. Peake, and his wife served gracicusly cud ho pltably et the vicer-
sges They hed been married in Conneetiout which made & point of contact. Later




AUYCE FAMILY

they escorited us througn the church and its yerd, whare thers ¥as nople

evidance thet many Hoyces hed lived tasres [ne repister listed meny who had been
bormy mesried end diod during the lote sixtesntn end serly seventceenth cen=
turias, but there wue nons named Hobert mmong them.

Zlsauiisre in snglend the loyces sra plentiful, but tha tase of establishing
the connection betwean our nncestor and his znglish locels still remsins for
future hislorisns end genosliogiels Lo detersine,

Iwo volusble polnte Beew to have nreh estebliched conclisdvely by this
reports Sirati . L forth in peversl printed voolkts here and abroed W
st Hobert Koyce #nd Hary Sima)wer: married in Mertock on 4 Jume 1634 - :

& ject; sesonds the mercisge in lLong Sutten on 4 June - wita which tie fiX¥st
‘Beats o huve been confused, zlmost certeinly coul! not h-ve been that of the
young coupld fromd whom we mre deceddeds So the questions, "who was Robert
Royce? where did he come from¥ who wes dery, his wife® ers stdll unsnswered.
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"Same Light Un The Herrisge of Kobert snd llery kogco of Connsctizut"
By Clerence Leslie Hdeuwiti, Jr. of Cleaprumter, Florids

The liwbo of Hobert Hoyee's oripgin and ancestry still seemsto be impenetrshle
desplte eiforts over man; yesrs to cleer it §ps There is ample cvidence that
he and his wife lived in Connecitoat = in Stratford, Hew Landnu. and Wellingford -=-

and that ke left his mark on contemporary histesy of & x}r;ﬂrind. It is well
recorded thot his wife's nemo was Mary but it is nutgj—nhl cloar thet herd
surname wpe Sime.

To these of us ho sre descendants of kobert ;nﬁ Hu-w doyce, the following
report will prove disappointings. T uri:::g/ﬁhun interest in tracing the
spglish roots of his fomily hed givien rise“to hope thet svme dey a leisurely
trii Lo Englend, sdth an o ik to-provide convenient nnd sdejunte trens-
portetion would ensble hivito edhtiblfeh beyond gues don the link between the
American and Enzlish familipfy/In 1965 we took advantege of the opportunity
firempriy o/ and wits our sutomouile indulged ourselves
to the lizit in tnlo fe g but frustrating experience.

Tha marriage -f Hobodd! quci and Mery Sims hms been stated frecuently es
having occurred in lertock, cos Someraet, # 4 June 1634 The d te snd plece
nava no apparent walidity #s The following secount of recent research ssoms
tﬂ' est: bllﬂh-

The aserch fop tuis couple's origin and snosotry mst of necasmity start
with the eurliest record of either serson. Hobert wes &n esorly settler én
stratford, Conuey but 1t is not recosded how he got there or from whence he
Geme, He lwd lond ==lot #J7h— recorded in is rame 2s esrly ss 16 Sept.l648.
In 1658 hé sppesred sgain in the Siratford land recorde as HoberT "Rise" ( New
puge, old folio 162, vol.l).
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——— Robert Aoyoe of lew uondon. Where dobert doyce of Hww.
W  (london lended is WOt WAUWR. Ne appesrs first at Stratford waere lend wes
-~ |zecorded to nim, Sept. 16, L1658, according to Starr ( Goodwin and Morgsn
Ancestrel uines, vol. le p 275), but 1643 sccording to Orcutt (History of
Sridgeport and Strutiord 2, pe ]ﬂ}. and on Octs 4, 1656, he was appointed
by the denersl Court Ledther Sesaler for the town. Aftor thiu. &xc-pt for the
saile of two piccesa of In-opnrt;r, tu.s Brme ﬂ1sfppaﬁra ]
Hecords and we "iz 3

: e k‘uﬁ-tﬂ in the i-#?. 1'1-5!'-“;
1'954: 23, 1604, Townemen; Sept. 1566, lhe on [the Jury ol the Lruu:_ng_]r Guurt
B Eppo Anted oy thet court, GLente ILLU, & grend jurer for Hew l.mdun, Febealie
choséan to keep the oruizary and there he entertsined the New WANister, H@Vaed .
Brﬂﬂbtruut, &g the following vote shows: "To Joodmin Hoyce [or ye ministers.f..
5 iby" This szme yhur he wes ! rom tredalng." In 1663 he muccessfully
petioned for le r.l for his mm,:&r-ud}ani—.mtm niels He was & ahoem ker by
trvdes (( Starr's Goodwin &nd -}ph'n Ancestrzl Linen; Ceulkins' New Londan

pn 235=h))). St - 28




wewswe=Ste—ot Hovert the emigrent, of Boston 16

disarmed 1639 for tie adhercnce ons and of Wheel nd
y-removed fron Boston snd wee at ut.wt.rurd EJ.E*}L} there 111 65?
constable 155_@; representative in _r-.ﬂmhl ¢ 1662, do 1693 ( m« Lliza

.at New on 5 sons &nd 3 dnughtlru -nentianed oot te R240,

sAEEEREE I B = P P -




