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,_flv,y_, µkH ~ -~ f&tt~ ~~ ~ ~.:, ~ ~ /ti-ff-'-
_.i/iR 11 t.J "le Oh ... rc.i o;i. Liv \C....:.1. ... , -11-\ui ..;e. r , , ... ~1e, -li:z.abt.~"- • e:r.a tl~ H 

~ 6"'. v .,0.1 ..Jo· .. o. _ce. 11 ·nuc .{Obert hsrl died Dr - li ... t: .. 1\ ~d r ~Ul' il;_::- vn ~ ge 3~53 °P 
/l )YI_ ~ a .u ~ .er ~ecd o... ~le :u:; ::-c ore!. , d" t u t_ u !., ~ ::J .... : .. r • .Lch J c.,, •. ua Rice 
/~ · men in i._, -F~h£r tqb "'t .ice os rl~.;u:..:;_(. an._ -:3 ::'lQJ:.~s ~11 livipg''• 
~ ~ .... ,,/·: ·.l.,: :.· .. ~ded gc .• eul~ i..,.t, • --- . :'..:r. L J ... co· ·~ !. _,~ir't::i oct ~c:..L .. o ir. hiS ~ 

n .., i he ~~iot-r, v~l . oO , . • 10.2-10') {J .. nus._·:L.19..'.o~ t1a ...... 1crct1 ord .:ind Bosto~. _ 
me. - l; ..,t one and the ea.we. --=--~ 

i ~. f' l'.oyc ~ i eJ out of t. c \'BY , e ~ urnc~cd t .. .JOt!I rr.et and ~ .. he ~ 
ari h c .urc at • rtock • . 1.'hc Vicar , the Hev. 1.0 n CArturi ht ; ,I a delightfully 

astute • n cul turcd scholCt!', t;raci u::l:.t abrc c ~ CY-4 rn:.:.r.- t le origi nt-1 p. rish 
re i..,tcr w:. t us for a ;:;light ccnsirlcr· ion oi' five poun a d:.ily de osi ted 
i n tie ~.· box1 It 03 e~ticlim tic tc disccv r th~t t~cro jw recc.d of 
any '<: 'inr" o_- •+ u ,me l-_ .34, uch less thet of .ob rt .. oyce ai. 
cntr;_eo r;_cr t;c • d , (;!' t ~.is d tc p,:Eivc c no evidenc ... Tht-rc • e e i.Ccs, 
Hoycea , Roises , t:hyr.os , Ro;c cc , Hyses , .yccs rn oyec in <. hur.~.:i.1ce but no 
Sii.s or Sy s . l:'our rr.ilcs north of .r:rtock, in t 1 bcautL ul 6omersetehire 
ccun'try=:ide, io t pc.ri~h church of ... on. Jui;twr.. c chd not se · tne Vicar, who 
uas on holid y. c did , he.ever, study'-the tr~n6cri t of the p rfoh r ister in 
th ne· rby l'aunton ublic Libr ry. . • .' . • 1'hillir::ore' s .... omerse-.: i'a ish Reg­
i t rs: ·r iages (1898) vol . 1, p . ·116, doen re.ord t~~ e1di n of ttAbert 
~~ (not .oyce) tine ...iims in Lon uutton, 4 June lb24 - ten ye· r,, e, rlier 
t ... n tl ci te w .ich e ·1r"' see dn to conf .rm! 

lh1... ro 1:11 cy of t ne t o to ms t n'1 ttic . proximation of th dot s -- t li·te 
exec t iuL or.e dig.:.. t -- g~ve enccuragc:::~ut for the moment . • urt er consicterc.. t i on 
est<.olis14'?s tn prob bility t ~t neit.1er d to fits t e cirCJl!:stc,nces. Ther.:? is 
nor re ord o1 the 1634 weddi. lerctoforc llebcd. : o 1G24 adding hardly 
w Jr ::s u:.it credi oly or c iro :>1<.; icull · , with i: cir emi rntion t o A ericfl or the 
birt~day of ~ cir fir~t oorn. 

tt bit oi S) cu.J.· tion n t •l.5 ~poim: -iill illustrc.te now unli .ely it is tn< t 
!~ June 1621~ cou d oe the m:-i.rriuge dcte vf our Hobert r ye odd • ary hia ifc9 

'>even cni_ciren we"" O:)rn to them, o :ginni1.g \Ji th a rah, ~1ho di ea in 1:orviich , 
~onn. 1 M~y 1711, i.eed 77 yearl::i hence bo n auo t 1633/31+, ten ye rs after !:his 
t:l, r.·i e recoru. lo s.i..ze of their f mil,; gives am :i.c (; ri-. ence uf their fecundity . 
It .JJ.ild t P.r ·c.) veer.i r.l:)st unli1~cly that Hobert c.:nd ifary \-!ou _c' i. ve rcooined 
conti1Lent or j,ccn bEr e. fro'll 102+ to 1634 or tni tall '\:heir chLdren born 
in that deer de c0uld l ve pori.::; 1ed in i ni nCJ o rhcrc iG no .no, n record of the 
Americ" n Ron~rt nnd 11· ry havim :... chil ~orn prior to 1 ( ~_;/ ~. -hie str .... ngly 
9u Gostu th t: tie 1621• • .,;:or :2.aac ':ID.FJ i:;,o -~ .... _El.I to be j:h!'ir~ lso i. Vt:uti-
gated the/ noycias of Liubenac;c1, co • .ueic::ster, on the :;i ta n • .... t .. the c.id of 
t JC: Rouge Dr"5on o: t.1e Coll r;e of aJ.'ffiS in Loncion, but no prooI ,,.,.::; found c on­
noc'&illr; ~ober an: "CJ.l'Y "Ji th th t br nch of the fccr.iily . ... ome Ito ce dece1 d. ts , 
i nc luciing t~e late Miss Helen Bo 1'oyce of J, rtford, Con:'l. whose !:,enec..loi;·iccl . 
collt)c Lion ro "sea in t.i.e crchivc. .., .. · t vo .. ne:ctic ;.lt .1icto:-ice.l ... ociety , be­
lieved ;h .. the ~oyc~G descended f.·u ti 0 .... ch 0.1. ti f, mily .... ec,ted in t .~ t 

1Jc r·is'li. . ..hio f£.r:iily 'll:lS armir;erou .. • nd .i. ..... Arms· L11 c( ptidi.eree m, y oe found in 
er.._,.._ u.I:O . ' 1 63_3 1634, 1635, • ed. by J .;>Se ;) JEckscn Ho· .. ~_,rci 1883 (.Ia:t:-
M_ian ..;ociety ..... blications, v • ·-

J.., .1, ibcru.< . , ue VlGited t :ic cr1$. church, and cnj 
t e Rev. • r. L co.kc, u.n .is \tife ae!--ved £rncio.Jsly · 

yed tenc wit t.e Vicar , 
ho pit ably at tne vic~r­
oint of contowt. Later o e . .1.'hey h· d been married ir. Con~ cticut which mcde a 
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they e.:;;cortva u t.1ro ... n the church nnd i tG ye.rd, \./her ~.here \·! s "::iple 
evide11ce: th.:•t many 1toyces lk d lived t .-1erco l 11e re ,is·cer li3ted "lt:>ny who 11.<. d been 
bo:.·;1? r" r.1. i.t;,1. • nd die.\ durin, , t,1e lc:te sixteent and ec>J.'lJ ce-::ent 'er.th ccr.-
tu ies, ';)ut t.1e · ·as no 1~ n&1'1ed ~ol1t:rt 'mong t"ne!'1 • 

.;:.lsG- .. i1e:ce in ·aLland. t11e l,oyces s:r·e plentiful, but thr~ t<:f"': of ef?tab- iching 
'.;.h.;? c.:inn .. -cti .... n b ~ t 1een our 01,c }stor ·. n his ..!.n .lish locc l still r::me i !'.n for 
fUtU:t.3 . i.:; ~ 01·ia lS and geneaJ.o._;h; S t0 retermine . 

vulud,l~ >o.:.nt.:: eem i:o n"ve o en e~.tc.blisn.d concl ·sively by tni"' 
reJ0..:·t .. . '~1·;;;,;._7 - ....--;orc•l in sever l -1l'inted ooo":; here encl abrcrd ~· ~ 
t ,c .. , •ob:::1· .. hoyce c.n' .. nry ..... ims w.er ' m· rri d i; . 'rtock on 4 Jur:.e 16_3.!:-i_r; ~ "-1 ~ 
c.. iact; se":cnd. ti.~ mar~·ii:i1 a in .uoni.; ., tto"l on 4 June 1G24 1.ii:.:i 1•'1ich t c Wet 

,...s0eot..~ to '.tc ·1c 'J-.)en confuses , lmost cer;;fiin:y co~;l 1 not h ve been th t of t11e 
yourc cou ;lo from>1 \.'1or.: WE;? r~re d ecerided .. So ~he questions , 11 ./ho wac Robert 
. oycc': wherr did :i.e come fro.rt': ;l,o as ,. ary , h:.s \!ife'i'" are stit:i,l um·nswe ed • 
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11Somc !..i )lt rn '.Che ll;.irri t..t.>e of Robert r nd .a.ry ~oycc of ~onnec ticut" 
By Cll ... ~. ice L1..;.:.l i e le\::'.. t ... , Jr • .)f C:.ear .:atcr, 1 lori d.a 

'rh• l i wl.io of Rob<.: rt 1.oyce ' ::; ori [in c:.nd ancestry still seemst o be i r.ipenetri: til e 
desp:.. te e fortE OVer !.&fl yet.rs t o clear i t lJp o l Lare i s ar.ipl e ()VidC!!CO t lat 
rie nnd his wi fe l i ved in Ccnnecitaut - in Strnt f orc' , L:e\l London, o!1ti .e l linc_,ford 
a.11d t:.at r.e l eft hi~ rJark on cout emporary 1.i.~tory of t~ ,:eriod. It i ; well 
r ccorccd t < t his wi fe ' E> 11arnc .as , .. ry but it i szota ... c 11 clcer the t her.t$ 
su:;:-name \·Ic> !... .:i i rns. 

To t"-lose of us ho ~re descend£ i1t s of hobert/ d .Mory &oyc e, t ~e allowi ng 
repoz·t .,,ill prove di cap.r-oin ting. · writc~cen i n crec-t i n trcc i n t he 
ngli un r oots of hi s fL mily h d g en risi:a t o hope t 'l.C t some dl:'y a leis urel y 

t r i L ... ~•· .:.. nd , .. i th l n L~tor.iooi tq~·ovide convep~nnt r•nt" a.du uc.t e t rci na-
port c t i .... n 11ould enable Vi i 'tc e~ ~· I· <1 beyo d qucc ion th l i.n. . b~t\..., n t he 
Americrn r::ic· .c.nul L;h f'en.il i n l )t)5 we too;c ach•~nt1"ge of the 0"' ·or<:4nity 
aif:Jrded. b.1 r.::c c .• t re· i r ~/ a 1d wit ou.z· autornobi:c i ndulged our selves 
to t~e li~it in tnis " C ~tin out Zrustr~ti~6 exlerienc e. 

':'he mt:r_ ic. ,( f Rob- , Royce .ind lia"'y ... ims !.CIS ':Je 0 n stn ted f'.':"c ucn-:l y os 
h..·w i n._ oc~arre~ in .c;rtock, co Some.,.::;e;; , 'b l+ Ju 0 16Y+. The d tc "ln(" plP.ce 
hove no ci ,t>a.ce,.i; vol::..di ty s cne fol l owi ng rc~ount o!' rec ent r·cse< rch seems 
t o est blish. 

T'.1e sec ::::-c l f .,r t is C.:\.JUt' l c 1 s ori gin and anc estry 1mis1:: of t~ec3st;i ty s t f.'rt 
Wi t'1 t .~ e:. r icsi. l'~cord of either er:oon • .Robe".' 1C \/!'S an e. rl; ::;attler mn 
::itro.tforci , .... pr •• , but lt i& m.it rec0.:ded how he eot there or fror.1 whence 1.e 
ermc. J!c lva loncl - - lnt ~171~-- recorded in ir, :>ame ;::.s earl~· f.'S 16 eut . 1648. 
I n 1G5o )16' !:ippeured agi i n in t e ~tr< tford :..and recordo as n.obcr1. "Bi se" ( New 
p~ce, 9ld ~olio 62, vol . I). 
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.1.-<ooert .-..oyce of .'ei; ondo1 • iiere 1fobert .1.<oyce of~ 
( .... ondITTi"- lcnded is- 'liot known. ue appear" first :: t dtretford w'lere ian was 
t r~~orded to 4im, ~epto 16, 1653, accordin& to Jtorr (Goodwin ~nd Morgan 
AnceGtral -inesi vol. lo p 2J5) 9 ~u~ 1648 according to Orcutt (History of 
Llrid~£>port and St~· t o•d 2, po JO), nd on Oct. 49 1')56, he was appointed 
by the lleneral t.:ourt i..et· c 1er Sealer for the '"toi.m. After t~tis 9 exc· pt fr.r t: e 
s<:.:.e of tl.''o )iccer of pro_9erty 9 his ne.ma disc.p)ears f ±for' 

ecorc s a'K1 we 'i1 d hi in ew London 9 w'>tc!'e he WC"' '"' 
Iis h,,. le l ·. · ...; ;;ra . ford is recorded a ~rru;!i·~· [::;·l;iij~bbee~ciin:-e~z-~~ra~~(1 
i F raary, 1660 end hi..; rJ .ado J l~llld:-to lose.. , .ii e 
J.l ·1e c iOt en l>tJJl ' tne u rrer'Pl ~ourt; Fe' t.. 

~...=..:=<...=:_::;;.=:.:::_::.....::.:,:.=..._~=..i->1 

... etler; JJt-c. 16(?, one 1't:, ;:.:nth r y e hc.te ~l;s.t 1 '; 
}~e'h725, iGG--; 9 J.'01.r1sn n; ~cpt. lubb, '1e w~ on t 1e Jury of th" lJoun t ·~urt 
er ' a )p int ed. 'Jy th< t cot> rt ..:.ie·lt l L a gr n juror for dew Lo don, ..L' eb •• ~. 
dwsesn o %ee) t!'.l.e orct i ar,. c-·1c t·1ere he e• . tert,·:..ried tl'it. ne~ minister, .t'i eV..o~ 
ilr<.·cl ~tri?et, of.! ··1· r"ollowing ·.rote sh·:i:s: 11 '10 uoodm[n Hoyce Ior ye ministers.:? ... 
15 ~b." .rhis sarnP y ',Hr he wtis " from tri:.i'1iT.f'~ 11 In 1663 he successfully 
petioned fJr lc.i d .. l'or ,1is sons, S~-· uel and-· at'.'l· niel . ae wa- < s10em ker by 
tr< de. ( ( .; ':err' s Go_1dwin ano . o;/. ~ n l.ncestr· 1 Li cs; C ulkins' ew London 

pr, 29 :.>-4) ) ) • / ~ , d3 ' 



\11.,B iffiPJ11 <'!:. Ro ert tne ~mi rt nt, of µ,_,t;t '.1 l": f 16 4 one of t e 
disnr:i d 163....L.f.Qr t Le adherence . p n ons an~ ~of heelr~,~~ 
·ifn..,ch'fnson • .. r'..._mo·~d~t.o1' e•nd ,m~ at:_ ... trr tfor r flg~ t'iers in~ 
CO!' sbb .... e\166 ~ re resent· tive in l~f'~l.- J::b1;2, d. lb93 J '• Lliz:-b th~ 

. at New London 5 so.ns an .. 3 da...tghters ~· ention.cd ) cut• te .I. ?40. 
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